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State Library, Albany, N, Y,, June 17, 1907 

Hon. Andrczi' S, Draper 

Commissioner of Education 

De^ui sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith and recom- 
mend for publication the Van Rensselaer Bowier Manuscripts which 
liave been translated by, or under the direction of, Mr van Laer, 
Ardiivist of the State Library, who has edited the entire work. 

These manuscripts are of great importance in connection with the 
early history of the Dutch colonies in New York State and especially 
of Albany and vicinity. Their publication in translation should be 
of inter^t not only to historical students generally but also to every 
native New Yorker who has any curiosity concerning tlie historic 
origins of the State. 

V'cry respectfully 

ICdwin II. Andkrson 

Director 

Siiitc of A t'i\' 
Educatioa Department 
commissioner's room 

These documents constitute very satisfactory primary evidence 
of many of the doings of tlie Dutch authoritic"^ : of Kiliaen van 
Reiis-^elacr, the patroon, and of the settlers of tlie 1 ludsoii river val- 
ley, particularly that part in the neij^dil) )rhooJ of Albany, in the 
thirty years following the bej^inning of the year 1^)29. Their par- 
ticular value is not in the fact that they tell us what the history 
. writers think the first settlers of our State di 1. but in the fact that 
the chief actor, the man who dealt \\ itli the first settlers, t< IK ti« 
about the everyday matters which the bookmakers have not tliou^ht 
of sufficient public interest to search out and print. The original 
documents were found in Holland. There is no lack of both ex- 
ternal and internal evidence of authenticity and the fact that they 
have been translated and arranged by, or under the personal direc- 
tion of, Mr Arnold J. F. van Laer, the Archivist of the State 
Library, leaves no room for doubt of their acairacy as here pre- 
sented. The State of New York can well afford to publish such a 
collection of interesting historical documents. A happy incident 
connected therewith appears in the fact that the committee of the 
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Board of R^ents who arranged with the owners of these papers 
for their publication was composed of two direct descendants of 
early settlers of the regime concerned, viz, Dr Albert Vander Veer 
and Mr Robert C. Pru}'n, now much respected residents of the 
city of Albany. Publication at a time when elaborate preparations 
are being made for celebrating the three hundredth anniversary of 
the discovery of die Hudson river is both opportune and timely. 




Commissioner of Education 

Albany, N. K., June 21, 1907 
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VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 

TRANSLAT£D AND EDITED BY 

« A. J. F. van Lacr, Archivist 

INTRODUCTION 

The present work cuiitains translations of a collection of manu- 
scripts which on examination will prove one of the most valuable 
sources of information for the historv of carlv Dutch settlement in 
the state of Xew York. The collection comprises a great variety 
of papers, including journals of voyajjes, deeds, leases, contracts, 
accounts and inventories of cattle ; but the most important item is 
a volume containinjj copies of letters, mctnorials and itistructions 
written between the years and 1643 by Kiliaen van Rensselaer, 
the founder of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, to his colonists, to 
officials of the West India Company, to his copartners and to the 
States General. Nearly all the papers relate primarily to the estab- 
lishment and the early development of the colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck, hut incidentally they touch on many matters relating to settle- 
ment in other parts of the province of New Netherland as well. 

History of the manuscripts. The papers have been handed 
down in the Holland branch of the van Rensselaer family and are 
at present owned by Jonkheer H. J. J. van Rensselaer Bowier and 
Jonkhecr M. W. M. M. van Rensselaer Bowier, the surviving sons 
of the late Vice Admiral van Rensselaer Bowier, who inherited the 
])a|)ers from his mother, Sara Van Rensselaer, the last of the name 
in Holland. 

The first person to use the papers for historical purposes was 

Mr Nicolaas de Roever, late archivist of the city of Amsterdam, to 
whose prolific pen and keen interest in matters pertaininjr to 17th 
centur\' Dutch history so many valuable articles arc due. Mr de 
Roever learned of the existence of the papers in if^SS and in i8()0 
published in Otid Holland, a periodical devf>ted to the history of 
Dutch art, literature and industry of which he was the editor, a few 

»9 
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of the most important documents, as appendixes to two articles on 
Kiliacn van Rensselaer cn sijne kolonie Rensselaerstvijck, which in 
narrative form give a summary of the contents of the papers up to 
1641. Otlicr articles were to follow, but owing to Mr de Roevcr*s 
death were not written. The articles appear to have attracted at- 
tention in this country about 1896. They contained much that was 
either new or at variance with long accepted notions as to events 
in the early days of the colony and hence aroused curiosity as to 
the extent of the collection and the nature of tlie material which 
remained unpublished. In 1902, Miss Ruth Putnam made a splcial 
trip to Holland to investigate the matter, and on her return gave 
an account of her experiences in the November number of the 
Bibliographer. It proved that the papers, shortly after the death 
of Mr de Roever in i8<)3, had been rctiirne 1 to tin* family and in 
1895 were loaned hy an elder brother of the present owners, since 
deceaseil. to a frirnd by the name of J. F. I 'inters, who took the 
|)apc'rs to America and there, as^-umini^ the name of Pieters van 
W'ely. attem|)ted to (h'spose of them at i)rivatc sales. Mr Pieters 
h<)wever di'l not succeed and finally, leaving; the pa])ers in the hands 
of Mr ( ieor^H- \\'ad<linL;t< >n < »f New "S'ork. returneil to Ihtllaml, 
where he shortly after died. T^fhirts were marie hy the van Rens- 
selaer Powicr fainilv to recover the [lajiers from hi< widow hnt not 
sufficiently pre^^sed I0 disci' •>e when- the papers had Ikhmi left and 
for some years nothing; more was heard of them. In Jannary I'jo^. 
the present editor learned from the late Mr John V. 1.. Prnyn that 
manuscripts of doubtful oric^in, relating to the colony of Rens- 
selaerswyck and p^oinij by the name of van Wely papers had been 
left in the hands of hi.s friend Mr Waddington. Concluding that 
these must be the missinp \ an Rensselaer Rowier papers to which 
Miss Putna?u had just called attention, he secured through Mr 
Pruyn permission to examine the papers at the State Library and, 
by comparison with the documents pid)lishe(l by Mr de Roever, re- 
moved all doubt as to their identity. The fact was reporte<l to Mr 
Waddington and his permission obtained to communicate with Mrs 
van Rensselaer Bowier, the widow of the late admiral. It so hap- 
pened that just then Mrs Rowier and her youngest son were on 
their way to make a brief visit to this country. They were ex- 
pected to stay a few days with Mrs Alan H. Strong, of New 
Brtmswick, N. J., and news of the whereabouts of the papers was 
sent to them there. The owners immediately repievined the papers 
but, finding that no one intended to contest their claims, abandoned 
further legal action and entered into the following amicable agree- 
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ment with the Regents of the University of the State of New 
York: 

AN AGKEEMEKT entered into July 2(). l>ctween John De Witt Pelti of 

All»any. N. Y., rcprcsontinii Huk<> Jan JacoW Van Rensselaer- Bowier and 
Marten Wilhclnni'^ Marias MuKdaUis \'an Keii>selaer- I'owier. ancl the Board 
of RcKcnis oi tiie L inversity ot tin- Stale of New York, cruicprninf? the 
custody. n<e and disposition of certain di eutnents and papers ohtaincd hy 
Mr Arn<dd J. van I.aer freni one \Vaddin;i:t< >n of Xew York City which 
have been the subject of litigati<»n in ihc Supreme Court in Albany county. 

First. It is agreed that the documents above referred to shall be trans- 
lated and i)tibHsIu(l as a bulletin by the Regents nf the l'ni\ er-ity, together 
wilii so much uf the original as the library cununittee may deem desirable, 
tcisrether with Mrs Stronjf's translation of the unfinished l>eRocver printe<l 
article- relatinj^ to the>e documents with a preface hy Mrs Strong;, but such 
translation and preface shall \te subji-ct to the revision and approval of the 
library committee of the Reffcnts hefure publication. 

Srcottd. Mrs Sir. ii^ shall be ix rinitud to copyright her tran>lati.*n and 
preface before publication by the State, if it can be done under the laws 
of the State and rules of the Hoard of Rexcnls. 

Third. Mrs Strong and the Messrs Van Rens>», laer P»owier shall each 
receive free of charge 25 copies uf the completed work, being 50 copies 
in all. 

Fourth. The original dcctmients shall be left in the custody of the 

Rotrcnt«; until February i, n;o4. for the purpose of the translation and pub- 
lication above relerrcd to and f<<r U ' 1 ther jmrp )se, and shall then be re- 
turne«l to John De Witt Peltz. Msq . as representative of the owners. 

Fifth This agreement shall not be valid until it receives the written 
approval of Mrs Strong. 

J.vo DeWitt Peltz 

Robert C. PRrvx t Committee of 
ALfiERT Vanuer Veer ) the Regents 
I hereby approve the above agreement. 

Susan de Lancby van Reksselaes Strong 

The papers received from Mr Waddington consisted of the fol- 
lowing : 

Van Rensselaer Bowier manuscripts 

Numbers in curvn are Uio^'- n backs of doct]nu'iit>^. \iim>»cr of pages given after each 

cnlry refers to urittiti rai?cs unly. 

1 i'>-'<;. Jan. i.v 1643. Auf;. 6 I-cttcr Book of Kiliacn van Rens.selaer. 

i8jf. (j06p.) 34x-23cm. 

Marked on llie outaidc: N*. A» Rents ftaers tt'ijck CeUegen Jnde Noorl- 
rtvi€r€ van Niemmtdtrtatldi. Boand in vellum with xreen linen cove 
The greater part of the writing in the Letter Book a:M>rars to he the work 
off three or tour diflFcrent clerks employed hy the |a»riM>n in t!ie coiir«e i»f 
the ycam 1629-43. Here and there a dociimcnt is entered in an. •the' hand 
and in all some 14 or 15 different lian<Is may be counted. 1 he date of 
each letter and the name of the person to whom it addre'-sed ate usually 
wiHtteti t>y the j atroon and marniral notes, a-l'tit !• ■ns rm.i cr: < 1 ti ins. aK'i in 
his handwriting, indicate that the majority uf tiic letters have Ik-cu revis4:d 
by him personally. 

2 (36) 1630, Sept. 16 Letter: Symon Dircksz Pos» councilor in New 

Netherland, to Kiliacn van Rensselaer. Ij4p. 

I'rinte ) in Oud Holland. 1890, 8:70 -71. 

3 (25) 163?. May Ccrtillont^^ of purchase from the I>i<li,'m>^ f>f h'lnd on 

the west si<K" of the HinKon River between Bccrcn Island ami 
Smacks Island. 3.^' ■x^'x.ni. 
Parchment. Also in Letter Hook, {. ih, and in Dutch Patents, vol. GG, 

p. 
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4 (4) i6j2? Petition: Pictcr nijivelt to the copartners of the coloriy 

of RciissclacTswyck. 2p. 
Much eaten by ink. 

5 (5) 1632, July 20 Bills of sale of animals, increase of animals and 

implements on farm no. 3, on the island of Manhattan, by 
Pieter Bijlvelt to Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 2p. 

In the haadwriting of Kiliaen van Rensselaer. Also in pan in Letter 

Book, {. 24. 

6 (6) 1632, July 27 Promissory note of Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Pieter 

Bijlvelt for animals and implements on farm no. 3; receipts for 
payments on same, dated Nov. 11, 1632, and Feb. 24, 1634. y?p. 

In the handwriting of Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 

7 (39) 1632, July 20 Promissory note of Kili.ieii van Rensselaer \o Pilfer 

liijlvt lt tor iiurease of animals on farm no. 3; receipt tor pay- 
ment on same, dated i'cb. 24, 1O34. l^ip. 
- In the handwriting of Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 

8 (l) 1634, Apr. 30 Order of Michiel Pauw to Kiliaen van Rensselaer 

for payment of bill ; receipted by Reynier Pauw. ^p. 

9 (3) i<>34> Jfily ao BiU of Michiel Pauw to Kiliaen van Rensselaer 

for his share in expenses of patroonships in New Nethcrland. ip. 

10 (2) 1634, June 21 Arl)itrali( ti of accounts of Pieter Bijlvelt and Kiliaen 

van Rensselaer hy Michiel Pauw and Hendrik Ifoochcamer. ip. 

11 (19) l6j6, Sept. 25-1637, Nov. 7 Lofj of tlie ship RensselaerswNck on 

its voyage from Amsterdam to New Nethcrland and return. 55p. 

Marked on outside: Joerenael xooer ijan tkpks ScheUinger (Journal for 

J.in Tiepkcsz Schellingcr). 

12 (35) lt>37. J^»"- letter: Dirck Corsscn Stam, Tan Tiepkesz Schel- 

linger and llendrick de Forest to Kiliaen van Rensselaer, ip. 

Written from Ilf racumhr, I)cv<ii). Kiigl;iinl. 

13 (20) 1637, Jan. 9 Letter; Jan 1 iepkcsz Schellingcr to his wife, Trijn 

Janse Bruigh. 
Written from Ilfracombe. 

14 (44) 1638 Petition of the officers and crew of het Wapen van Noor- 

wegcn to Cornclis Mclyn to lighten the ship. ip. 

15 (38) 1638, AuK 14 Letter: W'tllem Kieft to Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 3p. 

16 (43) 1639, Mar. 31 Ordinance of Director and (^nincil "f Xew N'ether- 

land, pr<i|iil»itinff the sale <>f firearms to lll(lian^ and recpiirint; 
vessels sailing to or from Fort Orange, the South Kivcr or Fort 

Hope, to obtain a permit, rp. 

Also in N .y.Col.Mss, 4:36, an<l translation printed in Lawa aH4 Ordi- 
nances of Sew N cllwrland , \k 19. 

17 (t8) 1640, July 19 ( )rdinai)ce of the clony of Kensselaer>wyck, pro- 

hibiting storing grain and tobacco without in.spection. ^oxji^/jcm. 
Sane in 18. 

x8 (58) 1640^ July 19-1644, Aug. 31 G>pies of certain ordinances published 
in the colony of Rensselaerswyck. I2p. 

Copia r an Eeniee place tten gepubliceert Jnde Colonie Van Rcnstfllaers 
fViJck. N°: T: In the handwriting uf Antony de lluogcs. 

19 (29) 1641, Feb. 5 Resolution of the States General empowering Kiliaen 
van Rensselaer to dispose of his fief of Rensselaerswyck by 
will. Ip. 

Translation printed in DocretJo Col.Hi*t,N.y. 1:1*4- 
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20 (40) 1641, Feb. 5 Letters patent cmiHnveriiiK Kiliacn van RonsseUcr to 

dispose of his fi«f of Rensselaerswyck by wilL 52x67cm. 
ParduBcnt. Translatioa printed in Doc.retJo Col.Hist.N*Y. i:ta4. 

21 (7) 1641, Feb. 8 Letter: Johannes de Laet to KUiaen van Rens- 

selaer. 3p. 

22 (9) x64i> July 10 Order of the West India Company to Job Arisz, 

skipper of dt-n Cnninck David, to transport Antony de Hooges, 
Jan Vcrbccck and family, and others, ip. 

Printed blank. 

23 (17) July 18 Ordinance of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, pro- 

hibiting sale of firearms and amniunttion to Indians, ip. 
Sane in 18 and 31. 

24 (8) 164], July 3a-Nov. 29 Journal of Antony de Hooges on his voy- 

age to New Netherland in den Coninck David. i6p. 

Jommatl gtk^mden opt Schip den Coninck Dwid, gedestinetrt naer Nien^- 
Ntdtrlandt Anno 1641. 

25 <37) i<^i Sept IX Letter: Willem Kieft to Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 3p. 

26 (15) 1642^ Oct 10 Ordinance of the colony of Rensselaerswycl^ pro- 

hibiting freemen and private traders from coming with their 
vessels within the limits of the colony, ^y^x^ienu 

Same in i8. 

27 (48) 1643, Aut^ 26 Commission to Nicolat-s Cooni as conmiander and 

comtms on Rensselaers Steyn and to Jan Dircksz van Bremen 

as skipper of the vessel. 2p. 
Coifff. 

aB (23) 1643, Sept. 10 Account of ammunition for Rensselaers Steyn and 
the arsenal, xp. 

Rceckenin^e vmndo Amonitio voor RenstelaerM Sttifn on Wogonkuiit 

[ Wapenhuijs J. 

29 (16) 1643 Ordinance of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, prohiliiting 

export of goods without special con.scin and forbidding people 
who come to live or hnnt in the colony from leaving without 
making a contract 2p. 
Sane in 18 in sane liandvriting. 

30 (13) 1644, Dec. 26 Ledger of the accounts of the ship het Wapen van 

Rensselaerswyck. 6f. 

Schnlt Boeck Voor Reecktninghe Vant Schip het IVapcn Van RenutaorS' 
W^ek. N;M: 

31 (14) 1645, May 8 Ordinance concerning the fur trade issued by the 

oflfcers at Fort Orange in conjunction with the court of the 
colony of Rensselaerswyck; also, ordinance of July 18. 1641; 
also, account of ur.iin delivered by Teunis Dircksz van Vechten 

to the West Iiulia Company, dated Aug. 9. 1644. .3p. 

32 (46) 1647, Aug. 4 l.t tter: Johannes dc Laet and Samuel Blominaert 

to Albert Coenracth liurgh, with reply. 2p. 

Papers 33 1 f ore copies wade in if^fQ for use xn seltlin}^ the elaimj 
of the late palroon's copartners in the colony of I\'ensselaers:eyck 

33 ^41) 1629, Jan. 13-1630, Nov. 7 Lt>t <■!' the colonics registered with the 

Chamber of Anistcrdani, abbtractcd for the Assembly of the 
XIX, in Zealand, Dec. 21, 1630. 3p. 
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34 (42) 1629^ June iq-Nov. 19 Extract from the Register of resolutions 

passed by the directors of the Chartered West India Company, 
Chamber of Amsterdam. 2p, 

35 (52) 1629, Nov. 19 Rcgistralinii hy Kiliacn van Rensselaer and asso- 

ciates of a colony aI)ove and below Fort Orangej on both sides 
of the Xortli River. I p. 

36 (49) 1630, Jan. 12-1643, Sept. 8 Extracts from instructions and com- 

missions issued by Kiltaen van Rensselaer. 6p. 

37 (32') 1630, Feb. I First combination of colonies in New Netherland 

and shares each partner is to have in them. 2p. 

38 (51 ) 1631, Jan. 13-1643, Aug. 25 Extracts from agreements and con- 

tracts bet Wi l li Kiliaen van Rensselaer and his colonists. 5p. 

39 (31) Xov. JO Rrsolnii<.ii of the States General on the petition of 

Sanuu'l lUoininaert ami otlicrs. 

40 (30) i^M9. Apr. j() Ki^olutioii tiic Siatis ru-neral in the matter of 

Johannes van Rensselaer and others, ip. 

41 (60) 1649, ^liiy 31 Reply of Samuel Blommacrt and Johannes de Laet 

to the States General 2p. 

42 (26) 1649* June 4 Resolution of the States General in the matter of 

Johannes van Rensselaer and others, ip. 

43 (27) i^M9. July 3 Notification from the States General to Jan van 

Wely and Woutcr van Twiller. ip. 

44 (28) 1649, Nov. 5 Resolution of the States General on a petition of 

Sanniel Hlommaert and Johannes de Laet. ip. 

45 (59) 1650, .Aug. 25-1658. Sept. II F-xtracts from leases an<l agreetueiUs 

relating to the farms, sawmills, plantations and other property 
in the colony of Rensselaerswyck. 64P. 

46 (47) Inventory of animals in the colony sent over by Jan Baptist 

van Rensselaer. I9p. 

47 (23) i<^53« May 29 Bill of lading for three parcels of furs shipped 

from New Amsterdam by Jan Baptist van Rensselaer in de 
Elbinck. YjP. 
I'rintcd tdank. 

48 (so) 1653. Xov. 8 Petition of .Anna van Wely and others for appraisal 

of houses and lots in .Amsterdam l);-l(inKinK to the e>tate of the 
late Kiliaen van Rensselaer, with a|)praiscrs' report, ip. 

49 (34) i<J59i Oct. 6 Letter: Sibout Kiewert, of St Christopher, to notary 

in Holland about the sale of a grave [at Amsterdam?]. Vxp. 

50 (56) 1663, Oct. 26 Petition of the schout, burgomaster and schepens 

of New Amsterdam to the director and council of New Nether* 
land for the convocation of delegates from the several towns 
to consider the state of the province; with the resolution on 
the same. 3p. 

51 (54) '^Av Nov. 3 Letter: <!eIeR:ate< to tlio convention at New Amster- 

dam to Jan Baptist van Rensselaer and Johannes Pictcrsz van 
Brugh. 2p. 

5* (55) 1663, Nov. 3 Letter: delegates to the convention at New Amster- 
dam to the Chamber of Amsterdam of the West India Com- 
pany, ip. 



Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 2$ 

53 (5431) Xov. 10 List of papers scut to Jan Rapti^t van Rciissolacr 

and Johannes IMitersz van I'tukIi in the name ol ihc delegates 
to the convention at New Ainstcrdum. ip. 

54 (57) 1(^3. Nov. 10 Letter: burgomaster and schepens of New Amster* 

dam to Jan Baptist van Rensselaer and Johannes Pietersz van 
Brugh. Ip. 

55 (24) 1665, Apr 28 Insurance policy on the ship het Gekruijste Hart 

and lading, ip. 

Printed blank. 

56 (45) i<>7i. July 6 Accounts and invoice of the ship de VVitte ivloo<lt. 

6p. 

57 (33) i^'7i. ^^ay 15 Power of attorney from Jan Hcndricksz van Gunst 

to B. Coornhart, notary at Amsterdam, to collect money from 
Aeltje Marchal and others. 2p. 

58 (33a) 1671, May 15 Letter: Jan Hendricksz van Gunst to B. Coorn- 

hart, notary at Amsterdam. 2p. 

59 (33h) 1671, May 15 Note of hand, dated June 28» 1662, of Aeltje 

Marchal to Jan Hendricks^ van Gnnst. J^p. 

60 (53) i6c/>, Dec 30 Letter: Brant Schuyler to Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 

ip. 

Printed documents accompanying above manuscripts 

61 (11) 1629, June 7 Freedoms and Exemptions for the patroons, masters 

or private persons who will plant any colonies in and send 
cattle to New Nefherland, drawn up for the benefit of the 
General West India Company in New Netherland and for the 
profit of the patroons» masters and private persons, up. 
193 x153cm. 

Urykeden ende Exemptien voor de Patroonen / Xfees'ers ofte Particu- 
Ktrtn ( die op Nicu \'cderla»dt eenighe Colonwn ende Vce sullen planten 
geeomstdtrtert ttn dunst van dt Geiurait West-lndiseht Compagmt in 
NieU'Nedtrtandt / tnd* het voordetl van da Patropnen / Meesters end* 
FartieuUeren. 



62 (21) 1643, Sept. 2 Placard warninj^r private traders not to sail into the 

colony and setting forth new trade regulations in connection 
with the staple right of Rcnsselaers Steyn. 
nroadsidc itx^Scm, letterpress 37.8.\.'4.4cm. 

Ki;(illc'l: H'iU-nclioxtvinge, A . nulc Toc-latinnhc, wcghciis de 

Colonic lan Kenselaers-wyck (Wariutig, I'rohibitiun and Permission con- 
cerning the colonjr of Rcnstdaerswyck). 

63 (12) 1643, Sept 5 Redress of the abuses and faults in the colony of 

Rensselaerswyck. I4p. 20x15.5cm. 

Redrtt Van da Abuystn and* Foulten in d* Colonie van Renss*laer*- 
tntck. 

64 (10) 1643, Sept. 8 Notice to be served on private traders who con- 

trary to the patroon's orders sail into the colony. 

Broadside 41.3x33cm, Utter)»ress 3 1 .4Xj-Htn. 

Entitled: /n.ti>ii«<ifi<', I'riUrsfiUn' . ••>ii/r I'r,-srntittic t<?»i wrghrn den 
/'ii.'r.'fxi T iiM di- C •7""iV TiJ» H,-tissrLu-' ^ -A i<\ !^ i Xotiic-, I'rntrst and Per- 
mission on behalf of the (atroon of the colony of Kenssclat rsvv yik ). 

No. 13, 15, 17, four documents in i.*^, 2.^. 25 ^C\ 50-5J .infl 54 
of the ahovc list were acconipanie<! hy recent transcripis appar- 
ently n>ad« for Mr Nic'jlaas de Rocxcr, 
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Judging from a statement by Miss Putnam, that " not even a 
stray sheet relating to the American colony of Rensselaerwyck *' 
was found among the papers which she examined at Amsterdam, 
it is probable that the above listed papers include all the documents 
used by Mr de Roever with the exception of four, namely: the- 
Protest to the West India Company, April 27, 1654, and the Exam- 
ination of Bastiaen Jansz Krol, June 30, 1634, botii printed in 
Oud Holland; the Certificate of purchase, August 13, 1630, now 
in the hands of the Hon. John Boyd Thacher; and the Journal of 
a trip to the Senecas, in 1634, which is apparently the same as 
the document secured By Gen. James Grant Wilson at Amsterdam 
in 1895, and printed by him under the erroneous title of "Arent 
van Curler and his Journal of 1634-35." 

Translations. Of the papers received from Mr Waddington 
transcripts were at once made and tlic originals, in accordance 
with the agreement, returned to Mr Peltz as representative of the 
owners on hVbruary 1. i*)()4. The work of translation was therc- 
U[)on l)egun and the present volume is the result. It contains in 
chronoldgic order complete translations of the papers received 
and. 1)V way of introduction, translations of Mr de R«^ever's articles, 
furnished by Mrs Strong, whose connection with the work is ex- 
plained in a separate preface. It is fair to say these latter trans- 
lations and tliose of the documents given hy Mr de Roever as 
appendixes, which were also furnished by Mrs Strong and arc 
printed in their proper chronologic place, have been carefully - 
revised by the editor, who has introduced such changes as he 
deemed necessary and must therefore be held solely responsible 
for whatever errors are found in them. A few discrepancies be- 
tween the translations of these appendixes and the text as printed 
in Oud Holland are due to the fact that this text does not always 
exactly follow the original but words have been omitted or mis- 
read and headings have been changed to conform to a general 
style of editing. In all such cases the translation has been made 
to agree with the original. 

The original plan was to print the entire body of manuscripts 
both in Dutch and I jiglish but a more careful examination of the 
nature and contlition of the papers soon made it evident that no 
sucli elaborate Ireatiuent was recjuired or even desirable. One 
reason for tliis is that the prolixity *)f the patroon and the rei)e- 
tition of the ^ame matters in letters to ditTerent imlividuals, make 
one feel the need for condensation rather tlian for dujilication (if 
the material; another reason is that the very repetitions aiford in 
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themselves opportntr'tx for verification of ihc ^tatenicnts made; 
and yet a third, that the copies in the Letter Book, which contain 
many errors and frequently continue for pages without punctua- 
tion, make difficult reading which would benefit none but the most 
expert in the Dutch langfuage and therefore not warrant the great 
expense of printing involved. These statements however do not 
apply to the documents concerning the organization and internal 
management of the West India Company nor to the charter of 
Freedoms and Exemptions; these are printed at the beginning of 
the present work and, on account of the importance of each article, 
the difficulty of interpretation always connected with law, and the 
fact that other translations differing materially from the present 
have been printed before, it has seemed desirable to give the Dutch 
text as well as the traii>lati- 'ii. As shown in the footnotes to these 
dcH"nment<. neither the charter «>f the West India Company nor its 
ani[»lificalions nt^r the Ai^reenient hetween the directors and chief 
participants are found anionir the \'an Rensselaer liowier manu- 
scripts. They ha\e heen included hecause a knowledij^e of their 
contents is essential to the correct luiderstandinj:^ of certain allus- 
ions in the patroon s writinj4;s and because no satisfactory trans- 
lations were availaljle elsewhere. 

In regard to the preparation of this wrtrk it may be said that 
cojrrectncss of interpretation has been the chief aim of the trans- 
latif>n and that occasional awkwardness of construction must be 
ascrihed to the impossibility of making smooth and idiomatic 
English out of the unusually involved and clumsy passages which 
otcur in the original. Phrases that were in any way obscure or 
that seemed particularly important have been cited in footnotes. 
Names of persons have been given as in the original, including 
apparent designations o.f trade or place of origin, in order that 
the reader might have the benefit of the entire form as it occurs. 
From this rule depart the names in Mr dc Roever*s articles, which 
are printed in Oud Holland with a comma between the patronymic 
and the j reposition mn, as RUTGER HENDRIKSZ, van Soest, 
and which for this reason have been given in the present work by 
translating 7'ttn into from, as Rvt^cr Hettdrikss, from Socst. 
Italics have been w^cd through(»nt to indicate that the spelling of a 
word follows the (»riL;inal, the only exception to this rule being 
the word ctunmis, which is written aKo as coniinlrs. counnijs, 
i'oinniYs and coinys, but for which it seemed desirable to a<loj)t a 
standard form. I'his term cuiimiis. when used in the sense of 
agent, whether in the colony, at the fort or elsewhere, but not 
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when used in the sense of supercargo of a vessel, has been retained 
only after considera1)le hesitation an 1 because no satisfactnry Kng- 
lish term seemed available. ( )\'allaghan. Hrodhead an<l other 
writers ha\ e translated it as coniinissary, which is not bad when un- 
derstood in the sense of a person havinjjf charge of stores or pro- 
visions, except for the fact that it creates confusion because the 
same word has been u^^ed li\ t1ie<e writers and by the early bjiglish 
colonial governors in their official instnictions to render the Dutch 
^ term commissaris, applying to the magistrates of the local court at 
Albany. The term commis has (fistinctly a commercial flavor and 
the fact that the contmiscn in the colony of Rensselacrswyck and 
at Fort Orange had also, and necessarily, a certain measure of ad> 
ministrative power does not alter the circumstance that they were 
primarily trading agents. The term factor comes perhaps nearest 
to it, but is objectionable because it literally corresponds to the 
Dutch term factoor which is not used in connection with the 
coloiu'al establishments in New Netherland. Wishiujc: to avoid the 
confusion of the term commissary, and imt thinking it advisable 
to mlmduce the word factor, the best solution seeme l to be tt> 
retain the word counnis. Strictly speaking, the word coi>u)n's need 
not have been italicized any more than schout. sclu])(.ns and 
other Dutch terms which occur in the trxt but, inasnuich as the 
term cmnniis was a new feature in I-jigiish rendering of Xew 
Netherland terminology, it seemed l)est to make this exception 
and give the reader the benefit of knowing in each case which 
Avns the particular word used in the original. 

Historical value. Tlie value of the \'an Rensselaer P.owier 
manuscripts as an historical source lies in the authenticity of the 
information convcvcd no less than in the circumstance that for 
part of the period covered they are, with tlie exception of a few 
land patents, some extracts from the records of the States General 
and the meager accounts in de Laet, Wassenacr an:l de Vries. the only 
available material for the histor)% not only of the colony of Rens- 
selacrswyck, but of settlement in other parts of New Netherland 
as well. The papers consist for the greater part of the writings 
of the man who for the first i6 years of the life of the colony 
managed its affairs from his home at Amsterdam and contain 
therefore first-hand information as to the plan and motive of the 
successive steps taken in building up the settlement which has 
played ■^^ch a conspicuon- ])art in the di velo|)meMt of the province. 
Tlic letters ^f Kijiaen van Rcns^clae^ antedate by four years the 
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carlit*^t business accuiml^ and In 1 3 years the earliest a«liniiiij>trative 
records that liave been prc srr\ cd aniuiig papers of the Van Rens- 
selaer family in this cuiiutry, cited by previous writers and in the 
preseut work as the Kcnsselacrswyck manuscripts, an<l from the 
nature of the case contain much about conditions in tlv < lony tliat 
was hitherto cither unknown or imperfectly understood, it is true 
that the papers inform us about the patroon*s intentions as to what 
should be done, rather than about what actually took place, but on 
the whole a very satisfactory insight into the gradual development 
of the colony is afforded. Nothing is more interesting than to trace 
the g^owtli of the settlement from feeble beginnings to a large and 
flourishing estate; to watch the increase of population, the multipli- 
cation of trades, the extension of duties and powers of administra- 
tive officers and tlie final organization of a system of local govern- 
ment which is unique in the history of the province. With respect to 
all these matters the present papers furnish information which is 
completely at variance with the statements about the establishment 
of the colony made by O'Calla^han and tlic numerous other writers 
whose accounts may be traced back to his. In reading tliese ac- 
coimts une receives the iInl»^e•^^i< m lliat witli the excejttion of the 
district of Papscanee practically all the land included in the later 
manor of ivensselaerswyck, ^itnated on both sides of the river and 
coverin^i; a tract 24 miles long by 4S miles wide, was bought as early 
as 1^30; that the same Near no less than 2i) settler.^ came over ; that 
imme<liately a fully organized court with Jacol) .\ll)ert-^7: I'lanck a> 
sellout was established and that, also in 1O30, Arent van ( "nrler took 
up his duties (jf conmiissary-general or superintendent of the colony. 
The jiapers printed in this volume show that nothing of the sort took 
place. Nearly all tlie land of the colony, till the purchase of 
Papscanec in 1637, was on the west side of the river ; and instead of 
all being bought in 1630, a part was not bought till May 1631. In- 
stead of 20 settlers, but ten sailed for the colony in 1630, and no 
schout or magistrates were appointed till 1^)32. it being moreover 
doubtful whether the first schout, Rutgcr Hcndricksz van Soest, ever 
took the oath and held court. As to Jacob Albertsz Planck, he did 
not become schout of the colony till 1634, and Arent van Curler, 
then 18 years of age, was .sent out as his assistant in 1637. The 
truth of the matter is that the contentions between Kiliaen van 
Rensselaer and the West India Company regarding the right to tlie 
fur trade and the various difficulties laid in the way of transporta- 
tion of cattle and implements by members of the board of directors 
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who were opposed to the policy of agricultural colonization so 
impeded the progress of settlement that, in 1654, the patroon was 
quite ready'to abandon the entire enterprise if the Company would 
pay him the price asked. The uncertainity which existed regarding 
- the prospects of the colony is strikingly illustrated by the entire ab- 
sence of letters for the year 1633 i *t end of 1634 matters seem 
to have been adjusted and from that time the affairs of the colony 
moved steadily forward. By 1636 three farms had been established 
and the patroon made arrangements to send a large number of colo- 
nists by a siiip equipped at tlie joint expense of hini^cli and 
Gerard de l-'ore-^t. Tliis increa>c in the jxipulation soon made it 
necessary to make more ample pnjvision for the admiiii^tralion of 
the colony. IManck held the office of sellout as well as that of coin- 
iiiis, thus comhinini;^ the chief juilicial and executive office with the 
business manai^ement of the colony. In neither caj^acity was he 
particularly successful and in 1O39 the i)atroon decided to make a 
change. Not finding it easy to induce *' people of cai)acity," as he 
calls them, to accept his propositions, lie for the time being en- 
trusted judicial and business matters to the joint care of Uiree ge- 
CO mm it tea den, or commissioners, nmnely. Arent van Curler, Pieter 
CcM'nelisz van Munnickemlam and Cornelis Teunisz van Breuckelen, 
who exercised their functions till the arrival of Adriaen van der 
Donck in 1641. Van der Donck acted in the capacity of schout till 
1646, when he was 'succeeded by Nicolaes Coom, who in turn was 
replaced in 1648 by Brant van Slichtenhorst, the first director of 
the colony. Among the Keivsselaerswyck manuscripts has been pre- 
served a complete record of the court presided over by van Slich- 
tenhorst till April 10, 1652, when Director General Stuyvesant es- 
tablished in Fort Orange a court of justice for the village of Bever- 
wyck, indqiendent of that in Rensselaerswyck ; for the study of the 
powers and duties of the officers that precede<l van Slichtenhorst, 
we must fall back on the instructions contained in the present papers, 
which on that account have especial value. 

It may here be said in pa.ssing that the court of the colony, while 
it existed till 1665, when Gov. Nicolls consolidated the courts, of 
.Mlxmy and Rensselaerswyck, had apparently rarely if ever occasion 
to try cases after i'>5J. when the principal settlement of the colony 
was erected into a villaL^e u itli separate jurisdiction, and that at a 
later date, when the I )ntch patroi in>hi]) ha<l been changed to an 
luiglish manor, the (practice of referring cases to the court at Albany 
had become so firmly established that the lords of tlie manor never 
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seem to have cared to exercise their right to hold court leet and 
court baron, granted them by the Dongan patent of 1685. The 
question whether this right was actually exercised or not is of pecu- 
liar interest because it was one of the most distinct survivals of the 
feudal privileges for which the first patroon at all times fought so 
tenacioii'ily. 

The kliers of Kiliaen van Rt-nssclaer break off al>nii)tly in 1O43. 
As already intimalefl alxive tlie jtalrdoii lived till 1^46, and it is likely 
tlierefore that another letter Unik, eontaininj^'^ aee(nnits of transac- 
tions between these two dates was at one time in existence. That no 
snch book is available is especially rej^reltable becanse the year 
1O43 niarks an interestins^ period in the history of the colony when 
owing to the fur trading privileges granted by tlie second charter 
of Freedoms and Exemptions many people tk>cked to the colony and 
the patroon was obliged to issue the most vigorous instructions 
to maintain his rights. Such a book would therefore not only have 
shown us the effect of these instructions but doubtless also have 
given us more definite information than we now possess about the 
dosing years of the administration of Adriaen van der Donck and 
have thrown light on the relative importance of the settlement on 
the east side of the river where the patroon intended that all me- 
chanics should dwell and the first church should be erected. 

New Netherland history. Among matters found in the papers 
that are of interest outside of the local affairs of the colony may be 
mentioned the fact that Pavonia was bought by the Company as 
early as 1634, and not as is generally believed in 1637; the new 
light thrown on Peter Minuit whose contract for the sale of cattle, 
entirely in his own handwriting and in good Dutch though with 
dbtinctly German spelling, is foimd in the Letter Book; side lights 
on the administration of Wouter van Twiller and Willem Kieft, 
to whom the patroon addresses a number of letters ; the fact that • 
Ileiulrick de Forest, the supj>osed founder of the towji of Harlem, 
did not, as stated by Rikcr, arrive in the fall of if>^(^i. but in the 
spring of 1637; the confirmation of the tradition concerning the 
origin of the name of Stonn van der Zee, the eldest son of Albert 
An<lriesz Ilradt ; and tlie fact that T.astiaen fans/, Krol was director 
getieral of Xcw Xethcrland from March i'>32 to April 1^)33. belween 
the administrations of Peter Minuit and Wouter van Twiller. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer. To many people the biographical in- 
terest which attaches to the writings of Kiliaen van Rensselaer will 
seem one of the most valuable features of the collection. These 
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writings in<leed reveal in a striking way the personality of tlic man 
who figures prominently in the history of colonization a.i die 
founder of the only succc;>>ful i)atr');)iishii) tliat ever existed in 
New Wthcrland, hut of whom lieyond the tact that he inaiia^a^d 
this patronnshij) and that he wa■^ a merchant and director of the 
West India ('ompany hitherto i)ractically nothing was known. The 
letters show the patroon in his relations to peojile of every degree, 
to men in importaiU official position^ an;l to his suhonlinates in the 
colony, to his copartners and to his various young relatives who 
owed their position to his influence; they therefore aiford abundant 
opportunity for displaying his qualities of heart as well as his 
views regarding the questions of policy of government of the 
province and the immediate management of the colony. Not the 
least interesting for a view of the patroon's characteristics and the 
spirit in which he ruled the colony will be found the letters of 1640 
and 1641, in which he explains to his copartners his idea of the 
patroonship and tenaciously resists all infringements of the rights 
conferred on him by the charter of Freedoms and Exemptbns of 
which he appears to have been one of the principal framers. The 
question has been raised occasionally whether the first patroon ever 
came to this country. The present letters show beyond the possi- 
bility of doubt that Kiliaen van Rensselaer did not visit his colony 
in person between 1630 aiifl 1643, and the records i)reserved among 
the Rensselaerswyck manuscripts make it equally certain that he 
did not do so Ix^-tween the last named date and his death in i()^C). 
It would have been appro[)riate to add a j)ortrait to tliis voluminous 
collection of writings uf the first i)atroon, hut unfortunately none is. 
known to exist, tliat which is occa>ionally represented as his like- 
ness heing clearly of about a century later than the time of tlie 
patroon. 

List of settlers. In view of the inct)mpletene<s of the list of 
settlers of the colony of Rensselaerswyck furnished hy Mr de Roe- 
ver, who iiad access to the Van Rensselaer I'owier manuscripts only, 
and the many errors in the similar \'\>t puhlished by O'Callaglian, 
w hose researches were confined to the Rensselaerswyck manuscripts, 
it has seemed worth while to prepare from the two sources named an 
eiitirely new list, which should a<lequately illustrate the growth 
of the colony and furnish a reliable means of identification of the 
persons mentioned in the present papers. This list will be found 
at the end of the volume. It covers the period of settlement up 
to 1658, when the papers in the volume strictly relating to Rens- 
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selaerswyck cease. The list gives in brief form as far as they 
.could be ascertained the principal data as to name, date of arrival, 
ocoipation and place of origin of each individual settler and throws 
much sew light on the large [proportion of elements other than 
Dutch that entered into the population of the colony. 

Map of Rensselaerswyck. Frequent references in the patroon's 
writings to streams and tracts of land in the colony which are no 
longer known by their former names, made it seem useful to add to 
the present work a photographic rei)rotIuction of an early map of 
Rensselaerswyck on which these topograpliical features can be lo- 
cated. The original is among the Rensselaerswyck manuscripts. 
It is a manuscript map on parchment, by 70 inches in size, v 

am! represents the land along the Hudson River from Barren 
Island, just south of Coeymans. t(^ the mouth of the Mohawk. 
Lithographic copies of the map have been pub]i>hc<l in Moullon's 
History of Xcw York, O'Callaghan's History of .\'c'<k Xctlicrlaiui and 
in Munsell's Annals of /llbany. The map is without date or maker's 
name. On the strength of an entry of the payment by Kiliaen van 
Rensselaer of six rixdollars to " GiUis van Schendcl, for one map 
on parchment and four ditto on paper, of the islands and other 
tillable lands situated in my colony," occurring under date of 
February 8, 1630, in a copy of an account among the Rensselaers- 
wyck manuscripts, the map is commonly ascribed to Gillis van Schen- 
dcl and to the year 1650, but as an inscription on the map refers 
to the purchase of land from Beeren Island to Smacks Island, which 
took place in 1631, it is evident that the entry of the payment must 
either have been placed under the wrong date or else refer to 
another map. Statements by Kiliaen van Rensselaer in a letter to 
Johannes de Laet, June 27, 1632, in a memorandum to Wouter van 
Twiller, July 20, 1632, and in a letter of same date to Dirck Cor- 
nelisz Duyster indicate that the map was probably executed in 
Holland, shortly after July 20, 1632, from rough drafts and sur- 
veys of different parts of the colony furnished at various times by 
Philips Jansz van Haerlem, Crijn Fredericks! and Albert Diete- 
rinck. Of these men very little is known. Philips Jansz van Haer- 
lem is mentioned by David Pietersz de Vries, in his Korte Historiacl, 
p. 142. as a young man whom he engaged in June i'j35 to {)ilot his 
vessel from Sandy Hook to Xcw Amsterdam and who formerly 
had been in his service in the Mast Indies. Crijn Frederick>z is nu-n- 
tioned in N'icolaes van Wassenaer, fHstorisch W^rhael, vol. 3. j)art 
12, p. 37b, under date of November 1626, as an engineer who staked 
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out the fort at New Amsterdam. Albert Dieterinck appears to 
have been ccmmis at Fort Orange. 

A few features of the map call for special mention. The scale to 
which the map purports to be drawn is iGjs inches to the Dutch 
mile, or inches to the English mile. This makes the distance 
from Becrcn Island to Mocnemin's Castle, which on the original 
map is equal to 67^4 inches, exactly 4 Dutch miles, or the extent of 
territory allowed on one side of a navigable river by the fifth article 
of the charter of Freedoms and Exemptions. As a matter of fact, 
however, the distance between these two points is not 4 Dutch 
miles, or 1844 Englisli miles, but about 2211. miles, so that the 
actual scale of the map is only 3 inches to the mile. The central 
and lower portions of the river are fairly accurately drawn, but 
the upper part is wrong. • Especially puzzling is the wide creek 
designated as Rcnselaers KiU, which would seem to represent the 
Mohawk River but does not occupy the right position. Perhaps 
the most plausible explanation of this error is that the compiler, at 
about that point, joined two separate maps and, from his unfamiliar- 
ity with the topography of the locality, failed to connect the south 
tvanch of the Mohawk, indicated on the one map at the falls, with 
the outlet marked on the other map, and then, from some statement 
rtgard'mg the direction of the river, continued this outlet straight 
into the country. It will be noticed that of most creeks only the 
mouths are indicated and that of others, which arc traced for some 
distance into the country, the direction bears as a rule no relation to 
the configuration of the ground, which was probably sketched in 
from some high point after the survey of the shore line and tlie is- 
lands had been completed. Up to 1636, but three farms existed in 
the colony. The castles faintly shown near the names of Godijns 
Burg, Rcnselaers lUirg, De Lacts Burg, etc. represent therefore no 
actual settlements, hut merely indicate the places where the patroon 
intended that farms should be established. At the time the map was 
drawn, the land bought for the colony of Rensselaerswyck was al- 
most entirely limited to that on the west side of the river ; all that 
was owned on the east side was a small tract opposite Fort Orange. 
Curiously enough, the name Rensselacrswyck has been so placed 
as to cover exactly this territory belonging to the colony. 
The inscriptions at the top of the map are as follows : 
Left shield. A,'* 1630 adij 2B lulij, heeft Killiaen van Renselaer 
doen coopen vande N alien genaemt de Mahikans hare Landerijen 
ende lurisdicHe van dieti gelegen aende IVesisijde vande Noord- 
Rievier besuijd^ ende denoorden het Fori Orangen, volgcns de bese- 
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gelde brieven voor Dieredeur tnde Raden der geotroijeerde West 
Jndische Comp, in Nieu Nederland geposseert door Cottomack ende 
NawauemU, Abautsene, Sagisquwa ende Kanamoack op den 8 
Augustij A'* 163a Item van Nawanemit int partiaUier sijne Lan- 
derijcn geitaemt Semesseeck gclegen aende Oost sijde vande Rie- 
vier voors». tegen over het fort Orangen soo boven als beneden ende 
van Paetanock de Meulen kil noord-waerd aen tot Negagonce toe. 
Anno 1630, on the 28th day of July, Killiaen van Renselaer caused to 
lie purchased from the nations called the Mahikans their lands and 
the jurisdiction thereof, situated on the west side of the North 
River, south and north of Fort Orange, according to the scaled con- 
veyance executed before the director and cmmcil of the Chartered 
West India Company by Cottomack and Nawanemit, Alxintzene, Sa- 
gisquwa and Kanamoact:, on the 8th of August, Anno 1630. AImj 
from Nawanemit individually his lands called Semesseeck, situated 
on the cast side of the river aforesaid, opposite Fort Orange, above 
as well as below, and from Paetanock, the mill creek, northward to 
Negagonce. [This description differs from that in the certificate 
of August 13, 1630.] 

Left scroll. Tcgen over het Fortt op de Zuijd-IIoeck van de 
Laets Eijland is veel gevogelt te scltieten van Ganss, Swanen, End- 
vogels. Kronen ende Calcoenen, houden Boschwaert in, Insgelijcks 
de Hertten ende ander wilt. Doer sijn oock Woh/en, maer met 
groot oft honden waren, Oi)posite the Fort, oa the south comer 
of de Laets Island, many burds are to be shot, such as geese, swans, 
wild ducks and cranes, and turkeys are found in the woods. Also 
deer and other game. Wolves are found there also, but not large, 
like dogs. 

Central scrdl, under the van Rensselaer arms. Op de Laets Eij- 
landt sijn veel hooge ende rechte boomen bequaem otn rienten van 
te maken, vande Maquaas canmen {frincipael inde Winter) Hertten 

Vleesch gcnoeg krijgen dat vett ende schoon is, ontrent 3, 4, oft 5 
handt Zccwan voor cm hcrt. souden gccrn hertten tegen mclck oft 
hooter ruijJcn. is hcquacm te roockcn oft in Pekcl te Leggen. On 
de Laets Island are many tall and straight trees suitable to make oars 
from. From the Maquaas ('especially in the winter) plenty of 
venison can be obtained that is fat and fine ; about 3, 4, or 5 hands 
of seawan for a deer. They would be i^Iad to exchanc^e deer for 
milk or butter. The meat is fit for smoking or pickling. 

Rii^ht scroll. Inde Vierde kill sijn snoecken ende allerleij Visch, 
de Steur isser cleijnder als hij de Manathans men kander vande 
Wilden voor een mes een koopen. In the fourth kill [designated on 
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the map as Bloemaerts Kill and apparently corresponding to the 
present Patroons Creek] are pike and all sorts of fish. The sturgeon 
there is smaller than at the Manathans. One can be bought from 
the savages for a knife. 

Right shield. A** 1630 den 8 April heeft Killiacn zfan Rettselaer 
nock doen koopen van Paep Sickene Komptas Noucoutamhat en 
Sickonosen hare landerijen gettaemt Sanckhagag streckende twee 
dagh reijsens te landzvaert in van het Beeren Eijlattd tot Smackx 
Eijlandt. Anno 1630, the 8th of April, Killiaen van Renselaer 
caused further to be bought from Paep Sickene, Komptas, Noucou- 
tamhat and Sickonosen their lands called Sanckhagag, stretching two 
days' journey inland, from Beeren Island to Smackx Island. [For 
different date assigned to this transaction, see footnote to the cer- 
tificate of purchase of May 163 1.] 

The names Hijlaers Dael. W'eelijs Dacl, Twillcrs Uacl and Paf- 
raets Dael, ^ivcn to tin- respective districts on Ixjtli sides of the 
river, above and below iMjrt Orange, coninieniorate the names of 
Kiliacn van Rensselaer's first wife, Ilillegonda van T.ijlaer; of his 
second wife, Ainia van Wely ; of his only sister Maria, wife of 
Rijckaert van Twiller and mother of Wouler van Twiller; and of 
his mother, Maria I'afraet. 

For permission to re])rn(luce the map, the editor is mdebted to Mr 
William P.ayard \'an Rensselaer. 

In closing, the editor wishes to state that while in the present 
work it has freipiently been necessary to call attention to errors in 
the work of l)r E. 15. O'Callaghan, it has by no means been \\h 
intention to detract from the great merits of the pioneer work which 
this gentleman accomplished. In spite of many inaccuracies. 
O'Callaghan's History contains to this day the only full account of 
the colony of Rensselaerswyck based on original sources and all 
who use it must needs be under obligation for the very material 
help afforded. The time has come liowever for a revision of many 
of the statements made and it is hoped that the present volume will 
aid in inducing some competent investigator to study the whole 
subject afresh and produce a work that will more nearly answer 
the requirements of the present time. 

The special thanks of the editor are due to his assistant, Mr 
Peter Nelson, for most efficient aid given throughout the prosecu- 
tion of the work. Mr Nelson has read the entire manuscript and 
suggested many changes which have helped to smooth out awkward 
constructions, clear up doubtful passages and otherwise make the 

translation more readable. a t 1- t 

A. J. t. VAN Laer 
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riCEFACE TO TRANSLATIONS FURNISHED BY 

MRS ALAN H. STRONli 

In the suninicr of 1890 I visited Ami^terdani as the i^iie^t <»{ my 
kinsfolk, the family of the late Vice Aihiiiral Jonkheer van Rens- 
selaer Bowier. The admiral had died a few months l>ef()rc. l)Ut his 
widow, Ix^ni Jonkvrouwe van Heresteyn, of the ancient family of 
r>ois-le-Duc, Brabant, with her three sons, made me most welcome. 
At tlieir house, no. 91 Helmerstraat, I met the archivist of Amster- 
dam, the late Mr N. de Roever, editor of tlie magazine Oud Hol- 
land. To him Afhniral van Rensselaer Bowier lia 1 entrusted the 
task of editing the important manuscripts inherited by the admiral 
through his mother, Sara van Rensselaer, last of her name in Hol- 
land, from her ancestor, the famous first patroon. 

In many interesting interviews, Mr de Roever outlined his idea 
of bringing these papers to public notice and a plan was fohned 
whereby I was to have his writings on the subject translated into 
English and published in America. I was to study both modern 
and old Dutch and seaire competent assistance. In pursuance of 
this idea, I made some individual researches and took many photo- 
gra[)hs which were to illustrate the combined work. The sudden 
and lamented death of Mr de Roever put an end to these plans. 
We were in cc^respondence to the last. The van Rensselaer Bowier 
family desired me to fulfil my promise to him and it was my inten- 
tion to proceed with the publication of these papers, whatever 
might be the expense and trouble. But through the treachery of a 
false friend, the documents were purloined in Amsterdam and dis- 
appeared for over eit^ht years, bein^^ vainly searched for until they 
finally appeared in America, where they had heen plcdi^^ed for a small 
sum by their abstractor, who died sooji after with<nit reclaiminj^' 
them. These ori^^inai rlocnmcnts have been recovered by their own- 
ers, and the publication. which Mr de Roever so fondly looked 
forward, is now in the hands of the University of the .^tate of Neu 
York. By arranerement with the Recjents I have been allowed t" 
fulfil my promise to my departe 1 irieiid. by rendering his unfinished 
work into Efiq^Iish to the best of my aljility. 

For assistance in my studies and for valuable information. I have 
to thank the kind offices of Do-uitie P. J. van .Melle. of Nijkerk, 
Hollaufl : Professor A. Raap, of Hope Colle^^e, Michigan; and Miss 
Helen VV^ Ludlow, of Hampton Institute, Virginia. T venture to 
give the genealogically curious the following facts relating to the 
Holland branch of the van Rensselaers and the line through which 
the much talked about documents came to their present owners. 

37 
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Richard van Rensselaer, the fifth son of the patroon and his fourth 
by Anna van Wely, became l)urgoniaster and treasurer of Viaiicii 
after his return from America, where he had played an important 
part after the death of his brotlicr Jeremias, the director. He 
married Anna van Beaumont and died at Vianen in 1695. He had 
six sons and one daughter. They were Kiliaen. Anthonie, Jan, 
Richard, Eleanor Herberdine, Fran;;ois and Jeremias. The daugh- 
ter married Dominus Wilhelmus Pekstok. Kiliaen, the eldest son, 
married Sara Maria Backholt, and had five sons and five daughters, 
of whom only one son and one daughter married. The son, Johan 
Baptist van Rensselaer, married Anna Cornelia de Bruyne and left 
no issue. The daughter, Anna Maria van Rensselaer, married 
Isaak Dusart 

Richard van Rensselaer's second son, Anthonie, married Bertha 
Pekstok. They had three sons and three daughters : Richard, Cath- 
erine, Anna Elizabeth, Comelis, William and Anthonie. All died 
young or unmarried excei>t William van Rensselaer, who married 
Cornelia Judith Cramer. They were the parents of three sons and 
three daughters : Anthonie, Jan Jacob (died in infancy), Magdaleira, 
Jan Jacob, Hendrick Willem, Richard and Bertha. Jan Jacob van 
Rensselaer married Susanna Catherina BeeHsnyder and left one 
daughter, Johanna Jacoba Sara van Rensselaer, who married Jonk- 
hcer Jan Bovvier. She left ten children, of wiiom the eldest. Vice 
Admiral Marten Wilhelmus van Rensselaer Bcnvicr. was granted by 
royal letters patent his mother's name in conjunction with his pater- 
nal cognomen, with permission to transmit tlie same with the arms 
of both families to his lawful heirs as van Rensselaer Rowier. 

The van Rensselaer Rowier family is therefore fully entitled to 
the name of the Holland van Rensselaers at the present day. 

The youngest son of Richard van Rensselaer, of Vianen, was Jere- 
mias, who married Elizabeth dc Swaart at Nijkcrk, January 18, 
1728. She was the daughter of Nelle Maria van Rensselaer (who 
was daughter of the young patroon, Johannes van Rensselaer, and 
Elisabeth van Twiller) and Johan de Swaart of Amsterdam. Jere- 
mias and his wife, Elizabeth, lived at Amsterdam and had one son, 
Richard, who married Geertruy Buytenhuys. They had four sons : 
Jeremias, Cornelius, Johan and Richard. Three died unmarried; 
the eldest, Jeremias, married Judith Henrietta Duval. He died in 
Nijkerk April 11, 1819. His three sons all died young; his wife 
survived him. In his will Jeremias van Rensselaer stated that ex- 
cept his wife he left no heirs save the family in America. It was 
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true tliat he was the last male of his name since his second cousin, 
Jan Jacob van Rensselaer, had died not long before, but he igTiorcd 
the fact that Jan Jacob had left a daughter, Sara van Rensselaer, 
then unmarried, who was a much nearer relative than the kinsfolk 
across the seas and who had inherited through the direct male line 
of five generations much o£ family interest and value from tiie 
elder line of Anthonie, Richard's second son, whereas Jeremias came 
from the youngest son of Richard. 

So that if the question were worth disputing, tfiere was still a 
van Renssdaer left in Holland, albeit only a woman. From the 
alliance of the van Rensselaer and Bowier famflies sprang a wortiiy 
representative in the person of the vice adndral, who was aide-de- 
camp to the late king of Holland and enjoyed the personal friendship 
of that monarch and of his son, William, Prince of Orange, the elder 
brother of Queen Wilhelmina. Other members of the Bowier family 
who have the blood but not the name of van Rensselaer, have 
married into the van Beusekom, van Heemstra and Sanders families, 
residing in Utrecht, Amsterdam, Nijmegen and Hilversum. 

The Bowier family was founded in Holland hy Ralph Rowycr, 
of the family of tlie Duke of Xorthumberland. He came to the 
Low Countries with the Earl of Leicester's expedition in the days 
of Queen Elizabeth. He acquitted liimsclf bravely, married a Dutch 
lady, and his descendants, in 181 5, became enrolled among the nobil- 
ity of Holland. 

Vice Admiral and Madame van Rensselaer Bowier have had five 
children, of whom Johannes Jacobus Christian Gysbertus van Rciis- 
selaer Bowier died as midshipman, first class, of the royal navy; 
Corniar van Renselaer Bowier died in 1895 and Maria Gemcnte 
died young;. The two surviving sons, Hugo Jan Jacob van Rens- 
selaer Bowier and Marten Wilhelmus Marius Magdalu<; van Rens- 
selaer Bowier, are the present owners of the documents described by 
Mr de Roever in the following articles. 

Susan de Lancey van Rensselaek Stbong 

"Inwood," New Brunswick, N, /. 
January i, jqo6 
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Kiliaan van Rensselaer and his colony of Rensselaerswyck t 

BT 

' NICOLAAS DE ROEVER 
Laf# archivist of tkt eity of Amstordam 

TRANSLATED BY MK:i ALAN U. STKONG 

Toward few men of note of our glorious past have our biog- 
raphers been so unjust as toward the merchant of Amsterdam whose 
name stands at the head of this article. Surely this is to be attrib- 
uted to the fact that, thus far, so little attention has been paid to 
the history of commerce. And it is just in this field that an im- 
portant place should be assigned to Kiliaen van Rensselaer, because 
he, being engaged in the West India trade, had not only the courage 
to found a colony on the American plains and in the woods along the 
North River and to use his capital for its welfare, but, more especi- 
ally, because he possessed ener^- enough to push the work once be- 
gun, notwithstanding many disappointments. 

The honor which we Hollanders, through ignorance, have denied 
him has, however, been given him in abundant measure by the 
descendants of tliose who were the earliest settlers of those regions. 
The memory of this citizen of Amsterdam is honored and revered 
across the ocean. American historians have already made public 
much that is worth knowing in regard to his colony, but tliey had 
not the means of tlirowin^^ hv^ht upon his personality atid uj)on the 
sj^irit in wliicli he ruled his settlement. This is not unnatural ; it 
coulfl appear only from his own papers, which were not deposited 
in any American archives because 2'an Rciisscliicr remained a mer- 
chant at Amsterdam all hi> life and directed his New Xetherland 
IK)sscssions while liviuLT at the tlirivinj^ Y. Had this not been the 
case he would have ha<l no need for em])loying agents, nor for .giving 
them in>trucli(jns. nor for writing letters, and in return they would 
have had no need to send reports and missives to the motiierland 
for the information of the patroon. The archive'^ which remained 
in his office on the Kcicrrsa^raclit relating to the administration of 
Rensselaerswyck must by dei;rees have become important. These 
papers might perhaps have shared the fate of many private archives 
and at some time been torn up. had not first a l(»ng lawsuit with 
some of those who were entitled to a share in the territory, and 
later some no less stubborn dispute^; with members of the family 
kept the possessors awake to their importance. When the eigh- 

* Printed in I)utch in Oud Holland, 1890, 8:29-54, 241-59. 
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teenth century dawned» however, all this was past and peace re- 
stored. 

The Dutch van Rensselaers continued to be great merchants and 
wealthy citizens, but across the sea the American relatives, to whom 
now tlie colony exclusively belonged, rose to the dignity of great 
nobles, who lived like princes on their domains. Their sons were 

received with open amis in the republic, as often as they — partly 
to maintain the oM bonds of blood-relatiunship — journeyed east- 
ward across the waves. The old papers formed thus a natural yxjint 
of common interest. So they contitnied to be pre^erved in part, al- 
though it could not be imknown to any of their possessors that they 
had lost their practical value. 

A hundred vear> later, however, tliev lia<l alreadv been consigned 
to a small chest in the garret. The Dutch ran Rcusschicrs were ex- 
tinct in the male line. ( )nc <»t the daughters gave her hand to a 
n<jbleman <»f an Kngli>h iiouse whu-e ft »rt.- lathers had settled in 
Holland in the middle of tlie seventeenth century a!i«l served with 
honor in the army of the republic. The tradition of the great de- 
serts of Kiliaen lived on in the Bozcier family, and Jonkhecr M. \V. 
Boivicr, later vice admiral and commandant of the navy yard at 
Amsterdam, assured the name of van Rensselaer new life by uniting 
it to his own. 

The remaining fragments of the family archives came now into 
his possession. He preserved them with reverent care for he under- 
stood their importance, although he remained a stranger to their 
contents. ^ 

It was through a visit to him in the spring of i883 that I became 
acquainted with the little chest. He eagerly embraced my, pro- 
posal to arrange and analyze these papers and willingly granted me 
the privilege of publishing such of them as I deemed fit. It grieves 
me that the estimable man has not lived to see my plans accom- 
plished, of which this article is a beginning.' 

This little chest contained the title deed of the territory of the 
colony* the Letter Bool^ of Kiliaen van Rensselaar, begun in iCi^4 

* I consider it my duty to express my grati to h;* wife, the dowajrer Madarpe 
ran Rensselaer Bowier, born van Beresteyn, for the kindness wherewith she left the 
papers in my care. N. de R. 

V^ice .\dmiral van Renssrincr Rowicr died in July 1889, >nd is buried in the family 
plot in the cemetery of Utrecht. S. de L. v. R. S. 

* Mr Bowier thought that one of these documents was the title deed of the Island on 

which New York is sittiafed. I did not qnistion this iinfil aftrrwarfl*!. when T hecime 
coDTinccd that it related to another island, located higher up in the North River. N. 
R. « 

* Mr de Roever calls the book the MemMtriaai; a full translation appears in the present 

Tolome. 
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and conttnued till 1643 ; the documents in the suit before the court uf 
Holland, which was prosecuted after the death of KUiaen between 
the guardians of the young patroon and some interested parties; 
some journals, reports and printed documents, and a number of 
papers of a personal nature, which would be indeed valuable as 
data for an accurate genealogy, but which are unimportant for our 
purpose. The Letter Book and documents in the lawsuit contain 
matters concerning the enterprising Amsterdam merchant and his 
colony remarkable enough to be here mentioned. I can only give 
a few in full. The opportunity to publish many of the letters, in- 
structions and memoranda copied in the Letter Book will conic 
later. 

About three quarters of an hour southwest from Put ten looms 
up on the heath of the Vcluivc tlic Rctisclcrsbcrg, where in olden 
times the freemen of the " Mark " assembled to settle their common 
affairs and where also the bishop, on his visitation, was paid the 
tax out of the church property. Near this, about a quarter of an 
hour from the manorial castle of Hell, lay the estate from which 
the family, which held land there until far on in the seventeenth 
century, derived its name. They belont^red undoubtedly to the 
landed gentry and seem to be of one stock with other families 
which, like them, bear the cross molin in their coats of arms.* 

The family spread in the neighborhood of the original estate, so 
that we find in Nijkerk orphanage trustees of this name who may 
have been nearly related to our merchant of Amsterdam. 

The father of KUiaen, Hendrick van Rensselaer Kiliaensz^ was 
captain of a company of foot soldiers and died June 6, 1602, at 
Ostend. In after years, KUiaen caused a monument to be erected 
on his grave and that of his brother Johan, born at Nijkerk, who 
also was a captain and who died at Deventer, February 7, 1601, 
after having fought in Friesland. On this monument, which was in 
the last named city, KUiaen caused to be carved the eight quarter- 
ings of the arms of the brothers.'' 

'The earliest mention we have found of the name is made hy Jlir. Th. van Ricmsdyk, 
in hit treatiie, Htt Vthtwscht Landgerickt, page 150. He cites from the proceedings 
of tiie Klearbonk at Bnglander'hoH • rait between Hendrik MoersdMr and Aljrdt 

Renselacr circa 1450. S. de L. v. R. S. 

*Thc great-grandmother of KUiaen, mother of the KUiaen whose namesake he was, 
seems to have been a Luxoel. An estate of the same name still exists in the vicinity of 
Putten. N. BB R. 

The (n-cat-grandmother of Kiliaen van Reotaetaer, the first patroon, was Derjdcebia 
(Dorothea) van LuxoeL S. ob L. v. R. S. 

tTbc momuKnt lAove refarred to at beiac ia Dcrcoter ii in the old drareb at 
NQkeilc It la m larga doable «Ub ooveriag a vanlt. No intcraMtita bave been made in 
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From the marriage of Hendrtk with Maria Pasraafi were born 
two children, Kiliaen van Rensselaar and Maria, who gave her hand 

to Ryckacrt, or Richard van Tunller. 

It was proliably while Hcndrik van Rensselaer lay there in p^ar- 
ri-on that Kiliaen came into the world at Hasselt in or about tin: 
year 1580. The death of liis father, a few years later, was perhaps 
the reason that his guardian caused him to be educated as a 
merchant. No better opportunity prcsentetl itself than to bind him 
out as an ai)prcntice, after the custom of those days, with a relative, 
who lived in the A r.s" near the Kleine VJecschhal. This relative, 
U'olfert zan Bijier ll'ijnandsc, was a jeweler who had formerly 
lived in London and had now establishe 1 hinT^clf. with a capital of 
nearly a liundred thousand guilders, in Amsterdam, where through 
the settlement of an entire colony of South Netherland diamond 
polishers, the trade in gems had greatly developed. In those days 
the diamond trade was nearly always combined with the trade in 



this vault since 1815. A staircase leading to the gallery has been built Jirrctly over it. 
Through the courtesy of Rev. P. J. van Melle, in August 1890, I was allowed to have 
a photoffiapbie rcproductbMi nade of the entire slab with its interettinv armorial quart- 
f*rinft^. They arc in a state of excellent |)rc<>ervation. The staircase, while lii'linR the 
gra%-c so that, it is nearly forgotten, has saved it from the fate of nuny similar memorials 
ia frid chnrdict where the tread of feet for maiir tmeratiom hai nearly oltliterated 
the carving. 

The brothers were twins. Their names and rank with date and place of death are 
given in Dutch with a long Latin epitaph. There are two coats of arms at each corner, 
making eight lines of descent, with the names of the famOiet, ris: Reiiselaer, LtBOd. 
Wenckom. Schoutc, Indyck, Graef, Hell, Pylacr. At the top are two large coata of 
arms, with elaborate quarterings of these and otlier related families, and at the bottom 
the coat of arms finally adopted aa hit own and always tised by tha patroon. The crest 
is the well known burning basket and in all appears the cross of the Rentselacrs. The 
Dutch and Latin mottoes of Niemand Zander and Omnibus Effulgior do not appear. 

The Dutch inaeriptfoiis on die stone nm tbos: 

Den y Ffbrmor. 1601 starf bimmem Deptnter d»n emtMHtm fitanhafUm Ho^mam Jokan 

I'ttn Renselaer en alhier begraten. 

Den 6 Jannar, 160a jtarf binnen Oestende den erntvesten en manhaften Hopman 
Ufmdrick Van Rtnteh^r *n Mitr begnvtn. 

The Latin inscription rcsds fhttSS 

D. OP. Max. S. 

Johannes et Henrkus A Renselaer fratres germaniuter Que viverct turmae pedesiris 
doctor or imagnit wmltisqt im Rtmfmb^ PMrtam mtrUit eHmnu iti* DmwntriM hie 
O-'r-r L:c in jtatione sua ad uJtimum vitae spiriius fortiter pcrsistens oppetiit posteris 
aei^erna gloria cognatis et a&»ibus magna sui desiderio relicto. Et licet separatis ac 
Heerau locis r*M gtrtntfs Mora o^fntsgwriL Hoe tamem maiorum mtonmmeHto mtmmi^e 
€omponendufn pu-tatis crga opt'Porenftm «fffH« FotntiiM M#mor KUiomus A Renseher — 
Henrici F. Jdoerens curai'it. 

These words follow: Tot Memorie heeft KUiaen Van Renseher dU Weee doem maken 
(Kiliaen Van Renselaer has caused this work to be done for a nemorlal). 5. ob L. 
V. R. S. 

* This name is indexed in Ond Holland as Maria Pafraet, which is probably right, as 
Pofreets i>ocf appears on the early nap of the ctrfoojr. Rkkerd, Albert and Johannes 
Pafraei were faaioaa 15^ aa^tdth oantury printers at Deventer, 
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pearls, articles of luxury and rarities of every description. Tlic 
Dutch jewelers found a ready market for their valuable wares at 
the imperial court and the smaller German courts. 

And so we find KUiaen, in March 1608, taking care of the busi- 
ness of van Bijler at Prague. When he writes to him about it, he 
takes the opiiortunity to impart some political news concermng the 
strained condition of affairs at that time at the court of the zealous 
Romanist, Rudolph II, the lover of pomp and art. whose dominion 
over his hereditary estates was dispnted hy liis brother Matthias 
with such success that, but a few months later, the Austrian and 
Hungarian crowns sHpi)e(l away from him, while he could retain 
the possession of I'ohemia only by granting religious freedom. As 
a cnnicniporaiKuus report from a well informed observer, the fol- 
lowing has its value : 

** Matters here at the court are going backward and are nuich 
worse than two months ago, for His Majesty is much disturbed and 
melancholy because of this Hungarian and Austrian business and 
no one dares to speak to him concerning it, fearing disfavor; where- 
fore he receives little consolation. His Majesty has taken 30,000 
ducats in specie out of his treasury and has sent MoruT de Telly 
with them 10 leagues from Vienna to enlist 1500 horse and 3000 foot 
.soldiers, who have been discharged at that place, and he is enlisting 
more men everywhere; also here in Prague he has seatred 500 
horse for his guard and protection, saying that he wishes to show 
thatlie is the Roman emperor; and His Majesty once almost de- 
termined to go to Presburg in person but is now opposed to this. 
Also the Hungarians, the Austrians, the Silesians and the Moravians 
have made a covenant and league together to the effect that peace 
with the Turks shall be observed, that the arcliduke Matthijas shall 
be accei)ted as absolute governor and that religious peace shall be 
maintainetl; they have sent their envoys to England, Denmark, the 
Netherlands and other places to state tliat. in tlieir opinion, these 
proceedings liavc not the least tendency to l)elittle His Afajesty's 
person or reputation. They have also 24.000 men in tlie field, for 
Archduke Matthijas ha> opened the ar-enals and put the arms in 
the hands of the Hungarians and has written to the Bohemians that, 
if they manifest enmity to him, he will pursue them with fire and 
sword. \\ hat will come of all this, Go ! knows; apparently civil 
war will follow, if matters be not speedily adjusted. God give His 
Majesty wisdom and understanding to direct this for the best. The 
Imperial Diet at Ratisbon refuses to grant any contribution, and the 
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pope, the king of Spain and the other Catholic princes dissuade His 
Majesty from consenting thereto, which otherwise were the best*' 

A commercial house of no less importance was owned by Johan 
ran Wely, a son of one of the sisters of Wolfert van Bijler,* He 
also, as well as his brother IViUem, or Wilhelmo, who tiioroughly 
understood diamond cutting and had earlier been engaged in it him- 
self, were held in high regard at the imperial court, where they 
often tarried, as well as by Prince Maurice. Kiliaen was also re* 
lated to them. 

Whether uncle van Bijlcr i^radiially retired frorn business, con- 
tinuinjj to keep his eye on the silk-chnli business of his wife, Anna 
Willckcns, and makinj^ liis nephew zan Rensselaer liis successor, it 
is difficult to say; it is certain tliat we find Kiliaen d<)iii£; business 
a few years later under the firm iiaiiic Kiliaen I'an Rensselaer cr Co. 
His partner was Jacques I'llcnnite. the youui^cr, son of the later 
admiral, who married, in I'^i.^. Theodora 7'an IVcly. The firms 
combinctl under the name of /(/•/ ran Wely & Co. February 28. 
1614. to deal in jewels. Jan 7 an U'elli eontributed one half of the 
capital, 192,000 guilders, of which van Rensselaer had an eightli 
share. 

There is a curious clause in the contract whereby the trade in 
spices and India goods was excluded, " though the appearance of 
gain be great," if not undertaken with every one's approval. This 
shows once more to what degree the large commercial houses were 
engaged in the India trade. The contract stipulated that at the 
death of Jan van Wely the remaining members of the firm should 
continue the partnership entered into for six years. His murder, 
therefore, caused no change in the business, but it seems that at the 
expiration of that time, i*an Rensselaer at least began again on his 
own account. 

K man of, for that time, such substantial fortune, partner in a 
great commercial house, might well permit himself the luxury of 
entering the married state. On the 23d of July, 1616, we see him 
appear before the G>mmissioners of Matrimony to ask for the 
Titration of the banns of marriage with HtUegond van Bifler 
Jansdr., then residing at Utrecht, niece of the childless Wolfert, 
who had promised her in advance a legacy amounting to 12,000 
guflders. 

'Wolfert Tin Bijlcr wis first married to C^irii I'rorvlic r. nf Ghent. In is<)» 
■tarried Calharina Bollts, the wealthy widow of Fabiaen de Vliet, in London, and in 
tS«4 be narrkd again at Anaterdam, Anna WUhktnt, widow of Tkomat Hatakins. a 
Inen draper. Thdr dangler BUonor^ married Johan von tVeiif in 1597. V. vm R. 
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In the same year the young husband purchased a couple of lots 
on the east side of the recently dug Kcizcrsgnicht, between llartcn 
and IVoli'cn streets, on which he built a house. To occupy this 
house, on which he hung out the sign of " the Crossed Hart," he 
left liis dwelling on the Oudczijds I' oorburgtcal. 

Their happy married life lasted for nearly lo years. Two sons, 
Hcndrik, who seems to have died in childhood, and Jchan van Rctis- 
sclacr, baptized September 4. 1^)25. in the Oudc Kcrk, were the 
fruits of this union and survived the mother, who died and was 
buried in the Oude Kcrk, January i, 1627.^*^ 

Wc have just observed how even jewelers, in the first years of 
the opening East India trade, sought to profit thereby. The prac- 
tical spirit of the Dutch merchant could not fail to point out to him 
the way to the riches of the West Indies and Africa. Durini; the 
truce," our merchants had sailed unmolested to the West Indian 
parts and received no letters of marque to take prizes from the 
enemy. Before the war began again, people realized that the West 
India trade might bring great prosperity to the country and that 
more power might be developed against the Spaniard to his greater 
damage, if thenceforth the merchant should no longer steer west- 
ward singly with hb armed ship or in company with others, but if, 
after the manner of the large and prosperous East India Company, 
a company for carrying on commerce with the West Indies, Africa 
and Australia could be organized, which might, like the sister com- 
pany, act as the war-waging power in those parts and be supported 
by the treasury, ships and troops of the state. 

After long years of preparation the charter was granted, June 3, 
, 162 1, and the subscription list was opened. It is known that sub- 
scriptions did not come in very ra])i'lly at first on account of the 
exclusion of the salt trade from the charter. Wheti. however, this 
ditTiculty was removed, the full amount was soon siili^cribcd. 

The Chamber of Amsterdam. " l)ecau>e thence came the most 
tnoiiey."'- had the largest mimber of direetors. who were to admin- 
ister four ninths of the entire capital of ilie C'ompany. There were 
20, each of whom had to contrilnitc at least Tkxjo guilders. \ext 
to the hoard of directors, there was a body of chief participants, 
cacli r>f whom had the same amount invested in the Company. They 

••From the inacriprion in the liurial book it it evident that Kiliaen had ehanired his 

sipriboard to cf>nfr>rm to his coat of arnT:, by paintinR in a wln'te cross. N. np R 

There was a daughter. Maria, born of this union. She seems to have died young. 

Her name appeara in an old family ehart S. db L. v. R. 

••Twelve years' truce, 160^21. between .^pain and the United Netherlands. 
^Rtsolutiotu of Holland and Wttt Friestand, Sept. 30, 1621. N. i>b R. 
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took no part in the daily management, yet, as the representatives 
of the stockholders, no resolutions of any importance could be taken 
without them. The annual report and accounts were also submitted 
to them. In due time the, stockholders were granted a permanent 
representation in the board of directors by the stipulatkm that the 
first two vacancies should be supplied from the ranks of the chief 
participants." 

The first chief participant who was tlius received into the Cham- 
ber was Kiliaen van Rensselaer,^* From this it appears at once 
that he was included, at the first subscriptkm, among those who, 
comprehending the vital importance of the matter, had subscribed 

at least 6000 pfuilders. That his fellow stockholders were satisfied 
that they could entrust their interests to no bt'ttcr person, their con- 
fidence in him evinced ; furthermore, he was generally known and 
reported as an unusually clear-heatled man, an ahle and practical 
merchant, who did not limit himself to his own branch of trade. 

Unfortunately we arc oidy able to judt^e of his position in the 
important matters cunsidcrcd in the meetinp^s from a single docu- 
ment of his own authorship, written a few years after the organ- 
ization of Rensselaerswyck. This memorial was presented by him 
to the directors November 25, 1633. I shall give it hereafter as an 
appendix.^'^ It is noteworthy as a document for the history of the 
Company, both because from it we learn what interests were to be 
subdued before the Company decided to establish a colony in New 
Netherland and because we find in it the reason for the partial 
monopoly of the fur trade and the organization of colonies under 
patroons. 

From it we learn to know van Rensselaer as the man who pro- 
posed to curtail the fur trade, in order that the Company might con- 
tinue to draw profit from it, which they would lose in case the 
supply of skins should become too great and the animiils should be 
Jcilled off too fast by the hunting of the savages ; also as the man 
who, in connection therewith, made the plan to colonize New 
Netherland, not by hunters but by fanners, and in this manner to 
make of it, as it were, a station for ships from the West Indie? 

" Amplification of the cliartt-r of thr W. T. Co., Feb. 13. i6ij. N. M R. This refer* 
ence is erroneous; the provision that the first two vacancies should be supplied from the 
raidn of tke eMef parHdpantt ft found in art. 6 of the Agreement between tkt directors 

Ofi chief farticipanis, June 3t, 1^23. printed on p. 126—35. 

"Agreement between the directors and chief participants, Tunc 21. \f>22, art. fi. ir 
connection with the list of directors in de Laet's Jaerlijck Vchacl van de V errichtinghfU 
dcT W. I. C. N. PB R. 

Printed on p. aj$-So of this volume. t 
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and Brazil, where supplies of grain, cattle and provisions might 
be obtained instead of returning for them to the mother country. 
The Company would thereby be relieved of the great expenses con- 
nected with a direct transportation of such indispensable articles to 
. these distant countries, which cost was not met by the profits of the 
fur trade. He predicted that they would be obliged to abandon 
New Netherland if this course were not adopted. However logic- 
ally this plan may have been conceived, there were many even 
among the directors who drew great profits just from the freighting 
of the outgoing ships laden with all kinds of commodities for which 
there was demand in the West Indies and Brazil ; and who, esteem- 
ing their personal gains higher than the welfare of the Company, 
pitted themselves against the plans of I'uii Rensselaer. When, how- 
ever, he succeeded in gaining the favor of the majority and in 
causing a numher of farmers to emigrate to the island ^ftlll}h1ttas, 
the minority found jileasure in being able to point out the fact that 
matters in the new fariuing colony did not pr«»cced as desired. 
They tried to make 7'a)i Reussclaer suffer for tliis and at the satne 
time to force the abandonment of the Comj)any's system already 
adopted. They succeeded .^o far in this that van Rensselaer and his 
fellow commissioners having special care of the atTairs of New 
Netherland were obliged to take upon themselves tlie colonization 
without exi)ense to the Company, which they said they were not 
disinclined to do, provided the Company would grant them Free- 
doms.'*^ 

Without allowing their own profit to have the strongest influence, 
they wished to extend the chance for gain to each individual stock- 
holder. The greater the number of colonics started, the better. 
This was to the interest of the Company. The minority, not in- 
tending to allow the future patroons to pluck the fruits which the 
colonies promised, haggled over the Freedoms drafted by the latter 
and even desired that the fur trade should be monopolized by the 
Company, which had not been tlic case heretofore. The majority, 
however, did not consent to this and adopted propositions more 
favorable to the patroons. The amount of opposition which van 
Rensselaer was obliged to endure from this minority is summed 
up in the memorial in detail. The fall of Zwanendal and the fail- 
ure of other colonies are therein explained. 

'"On March the I"riTflom<( and FxcTnplion<; wcrr fir*f eslnblislir'l. Tluy 

were, however, so limitc-d tliat ihosc who had felt inclined now declared themselves indis- 
posed to orgmnize colonies on that basis and urged other measures. After much consulta- 
tion mure favyrahlc cfiditions were given, on June 7, 1629. See Appendix A fp. 335-50 
of this volume]. N. oE R. 
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The above facts are enough to teach us to respect the merchant 
who so justly apprehended the needs of the Company. 

It was in the midst of the strife of these opinions, about a year 
after the death of his wife» that, on the 14th of December 1627, 
in the Niemee Kerk, he married Anna van Wely, daughter of his 
former partner, Jan van Wely, and related to himself as well as 
to his former wife. We know that the court jeweler of Prince 
Maivice was very rich. Anna, who had three brothers, undoubtedly 
bore quite a fortune with her to the altar, which, though she wedded 
with marriage settlements, served to enlarge the business capital 
of her husband, as did also the inheritance which Kiliaen, as well as 
both his \vivc<i. received from uncle i\in Bijlcr. 

In the mcaiuimc nur jeweler seems to have conceived the idea 
of brin^^iiiL; into cultivation the waste lands of his native country. 
While, on the one hand, in the United Provinco people were gain- 
ing fertile fields hy diking in and draining ik>o1s and lakes of every 
description, there were dthers who exj)ected far mc^re profit from 
the reclamation of the heaths. In 1^)19, I) am liiuiuiucl. prince of 
Portugal, endeavored to obtain a patent fr<»m the States of Holland 
for the reclamation of the heaths and woodland> of GooUand}*^ 
After that had been refused him, advocate Inj^cls and his partners 
had better success and began in 1625 the laying out of 's Graven- 
land. 

\\'hcther Rensselaer also came under the infiucnce of the spirit 
of the age. it is certain tliat in 1620 he began the cultivation of 
some heath lands in the Gooi, which he continued after he had be- 
come the owner, June 16, 1628, of the estate Crailo, near Hutceu}'^ 
to which he added a large stretch of mostly unreclaimed land. So, 
at any rate, we are informed t»y Jau Jercmias van Rensselaer, 
known as a poet in the second half of the last century, in his 
K rail 10 Hofdkht (1770). 

Tf> the original success which rewarded his reclamation of the 
samiy, by no means tractable, soil of the Gooi, may be attributed the 
fact that he could discern no difficulty in begfinning on a very large 
scale an agricultural undertaking on the almost virgin fields and 
plains of New Netherland, when, as we have already observed, the 
Company decided according to the second article of their charter 
''to promote the peopling of those fruitful and unsettled parts,** 

** District in the southeastern part of the nrovjuce of North Holland, comnrising the 
dty of Naarden and the villaces of Blarikum. Bttssum, 'a Graveland, Milversum, 

llui/en. T.arcn an'l Mui'lcrlxTjj. 
" Cwmmunicalcd by Mr A. N. J. Fabius, archivist of Naarden. N. oe K. 
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to alluw the colonizing to be done by private enterprise, retaining; 
only that of the island Manhattas purcliased in 1626 from the 

natives. 

In the resolution for the org^anization of colonies by private indi- 
viduals, it was stipulated'^ that those who had declared themselves 
disposed thereto, might send two persons thither to examine the 
country. On January 13, 1629, the directors, Samuel Godijn, 
Kiliacn van Rensselaer and Sawuel Blommaert, had already re- 
quested that it be noted that,- as they intended to plant colonies, they 
would send Gilles Houset, sailor, and Jacob Janscn, cooper, to New 
Netherland, in order to report what they should find. The follow- 
ing directors presented themselves successively as patroons : Michiel 
Pauw van AchtHenkaven, over the region bordering on the river 
Sickenames (June 7) ; Godijn, the region bordering on the west 
side of the South River (June 29) ; Pauw again, the island Fer- 
nando Moronho (October 15) ; Albert Coenraetss Burgh, the island 
of St Vincent (October 22) ; Burgh again, the region on the east 
side of the bay of the South River, over against Godijn (November 
I, 1629) ; Blommaert, the region on the Fresh River,' which he im- 
mediately christened Blommaerts River (November 16) ; Kiliaen van 
Rensselaer, the region on the North River above and below Fort 
Orancfe on both sides of tlic river, includinc^ the islands therein, and 
downwards as far as was resolved by the Assembly (November 
iq) : Paira' aj^ain. a regioti on the North River westwards including 
Machackmachoors land and the Hauiclshoojdcn on the cast side 
(January 10, \(^}p) lUommacrt aj^ain. one of the islands. St. 
Martin or Barbados (April 17) ; Godijn a.c^ain. the island Tortug^o 
(August 28, 1630) ; van Rensselaer a.i^ain. the island du Sable. 43** 
or 44** north (November 7"). All these persons sat as comiiiis- 
sioncrs for New Netherland affairs. 

In the Chamber of Zealand, six persons declared themselves as 
patroons: Johan de Moor, for Tabago and the territory of the 
Amazon; Abraham van de Pcrre, for Berhiee; Claude Provost fot 
Cajana; Jan van Rien for Quaro, and Jan van der Goes for 
Essequebo. 

We must now inquire what conditions the Company had granted 
that caused tlie aforesaid persons to decide to undertake the coloniz- 
ing of these partly inhabited, partly wild, lands. 

"This stipuUtion was repeated in art. i of the Frrc !oms an 1 Kx- mpfions. N nt R. 
"The botttldft ©f the colony of Pavonia as here given arc incorrect. Sec registration 

of the colonj on p. 158. 
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The patroons agreed each to send 50 persons, above the age of v 
15, to their respective dominions wiliiin four years after their ap- 
plication as patroons. The concession would lapse in case thb 
condition were not fulfilled. The patroons of the colonies on the 
Nortli River recognized the staple-right of the Company on the 
island Maniiatias and the monopoly of the fur trade in those regions 
where the Company had conmuscti.'^* 'Vhvy «!cclared thai they would 
abstain irom the weaving of woolen, linen and cotton goods. 

They wcrr also under oblii^atiim to imrcha>c of the natives those 
lands which l)el*)nged to them and were within tlie lx)unds of the 
colony, as tlie Cofiipany it<elf, and to collect funds for the support 
of a minister and schoulmaster, and finally they were to conform to 
a general scheme of government to he framed hy the Nineteen. 

Over against these obligations, truly not severe, stood far-reach- 
ing rights of deep significance. 

(Ji the whole dominion assigned to them, which they might ex- 
tend, if they chose, to four leagues along the coast or along one 
side of a river and two leagues along both si Ics of such a river, 
and as far inland as the situation would allow, and which they 
might exchange for another if it proved little adapted for colonizing 
and farming, the patroons would be sole proprietors, as also of 
whatever the land might prove to contain, such as mines, marble 
quarries, precious stones and metals. Over this dominion, which 
they should hold as a perpetual fief from the Company, they should 
have jurisdiction in optima forma, including power of capital pun- 
ishment, save. for appeal to the director and councilors in New 
Nethcrland in matters above 50 guilders, and should also have the 
right of appointing magistrates. Further they should possess all 
manorial privileges, the rights of hunting, fowling and fishing, and 
the right of the wind. The colony first settled on a river or on 
an island should have control; while later colonies could appouit 
councilors to manage affairs relating to the common welfare. 

The colonists, and the wares which they might desire to brin^; 
over, would be carried going and coming by the ships of the Com- 
pany at a moderate tariff. Cattle and farm implements would be 
conveyed without any charges. In case there were no ships ready, 
the patroons might use their own vessels, provided they took on 
board an officer of the Company, bearing the title of " assistant." 

''Elsewhere f'li-* fr.Tic was free, hut the f'nmpany t.ix?-'! each skin, whether of heaver, 
otter or mink at the rate of one guilder. The imi>ortation of beaver and otter skins 
amoontcd is 1624 to 4700; in 1625 to S758: in 162C to 8130; and in 1637. when the 
averace value had dropped froia six guilders to t.6o guilders, to 7890. N. os R. 
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They might trade along the entire American coast from Florida 
to Xcw fouiuUaiul if, on returning with their cargo, they recognized 
the staple-right of the Coni{)any hy the payment of five per cent on 
the goods which were to be shipped t(» Holland. The cod fishery 
was excepted. They might ship the entire catch directly to neutral 
lands uiKlcr the supervision of a supercargo of the Company. Of 
prizes taken from the enemy llu-y were to enjoy twt) thirds and the 
Conii)auy the rest. The colonists were not required to pay any 
import duties whatever to the Comi)any for the first ten years. The 
Cotnpany was not to deprive the patroons of any of their settlers 
and was even to seize and deliver ui> those who had run away. The 
Company also jiromised protection against civil and foreigii 
enemies ; for which purjxise it would strengthen the fort at the 
Manhatias; while it would also provide the patroons with as many 
negroes as possible^ without, however, being bound thereto. 

To the supreme government in New Netherlands consisting of 
director and council, the colonies along each river and on the islands 
might [each] send an agent to care for the common interests. Thin 
lK>ard must further be kept informed by a detailed annual report 
of the condition of each colony. 

This constitution for the patroonship regulated the affairs in New 
Netherland largely in the spirit of the middle ages, which in the 
fatherland still spoke in the feudal system. The patroons were 
mighty vassals who were represented before the lieutenant of the 
feudal lords by their ambassadors, the agents, and granted their 
own fief in mesne tenure to the colonists. It does not surprise us 
at all, therefore, that so many desired to establish themselves in the 
New World as potentates of such importance. It would appear, 
however, to have been by no means an easy task. 

The minority of which I have just spoken had, on the ratification 
of the Freedoms, succeeded in gaining, besides the restriction of 
the fur trade, still another clause by means of which it was possible 
for others than the patroons, though on a much smaller scale, to 
become owners of land in the new colony. 

In distinction from the colonists or colonizers, such immigrants 
were called freemen or free merchants. Whoever desired to em- 
bark for New Nelherland in this capacity couM obtain there from 
the director and council what land they cho^e and as much as tliev 
could cultivate. |)rovi(led they rcniaineil at a distance of eight 
leagues from the colonies of the patroons. They were also allowed 
to enq^age in fishing and to e->tabli.sh salt works, and would enjoy 
the i)rotection of the Company. 
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That must have encouraged all those who felt themselves in- 
dmed to the state of colonists and were without means and without 
any credit with their more wealthy friends. Every one who could 
simply pay his passage and was able to supply himself with thc- 
most necessary articles was promised, by the prospect of land- 
holding in the New World, a certain prosperity which he could not 
expect to attain in his native land. 

Not a few offered themselves to go as freemen far across the sea. 
The patro(tn>^. however, iiad apparently some trouble in enlisting 
tlic require* 1 imnil>er of colonists, so that tlic faihirc of the pro- 
jected Colonies may in part he attrihuted to thi> fact. 

That Z'lin Rensselaer knew how to meet these difficulties is duj 
nndouhtedly to his earncNt perseverance and energy, perhaps also 
to the more liheral conditicjus of his grant, hut surely also to the 
nn.re favorahle circumstances which gave him an advantage over 
the other patrootis. 

Owner of extensive lands in the sandy Gooi and. moreover, of 
family estates in the not much more fruitful / '<•/»< ccr.-**'" where num- 
l)crs of relatives were landowners and strup^fjled to subsist on 
meager means, his agents needed to employ but little persuasion 
to induce some Gooicrs and Velutvers to migrate to more fruitful 
regions where the battle with the soil for subsistence would be less 
severe. We should also not lose sight of the fact that he might 
depend on the indirect support of his nephew Woutcr van TwUler?^ 
who had been appointed director of New Netherland in 1632, and 
with whom he engaged in friendly correspondence at a time when, 
in the fatherland, the directors opposed the patroons in every way. 

Tlie report of the agents sent out had not been unfavorable. 
They had selected for van Rensselaer an extensive domain on both 
sides of the North River in the vicinity of Fort Orange, which ex- 
tended 24 miles in length, 40 miles in breadth and covered a surface 
of 700,000 bimders.^ Since 1625, no colonists lived in or near the 
fort. The location was chosen with care with regard to the fort, 
because in case of danger it would be a sure point of defense and 

Jfortfi '•t' rii part of the i>riiviiict' of f i«fl<)crl.nml. 

** Vmm TtpUier was the son of Maria, the sister of KUiaen. N. de R. 

"The statement is af>parentl]r taken from 0*Can«^han. Hult>ry of ffrw Nefhtrland, 
\:xj4; the miles arc English mtlct Md Mr de Roevtr t rf lu-fmsly used bunder, 

equivalent to two acres, as tranalstion of acre. Elsewhere, when miles arc referred to 
Mr de Roevcr, Dutch mflea are meant and the word has been tranilatcd lea^eii. 
O'Callaghan's statement, while fairly descrihinf; the extent of the colony under the 
patent of Nov. 4. 1685. does not agree with the facts in 16^2. As explained in a foot- 
note on p. 167, the land embraced by the first two purchases of Aug. 13, i6jo, and 
Mwf 163 1 was almost entirety on die weat side of the river. 
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retreat and its garrison w onid be very likely to inspire the natives 
with awe and fear, sufticient tt) restrain them from attacking the 
colonists, certain as they might be of being pursued by the soldiers 
who were well armed, though few in numljer. In this manner van 
Rensselaer employed the troops of the Company more or less as 
coadjutors to his colonizing plans. Moreover, he would derive 
profit from provisioning the garrison of over 25 men. He estimated 
their annual support at 100 guilders per capita. Furthermore, the 
fort would become an easily reached market place for the colonists, 
where they could maintain conununication with the outer world. He, 
therefore, ever exerted himself to maintain friendly relations with 
the commander of the garrison and the authorities within the walls. 
Little could he suspect that just from this source, through altered 
relations, all manner of unpleasantnesses and difficulties would arise. 

His first act must now be to obtain possession of the land for his 
colony from the Mahikans, the original owners, who had never been 
willing to sell their territory, not even the ground of Fort Orange. 
After they had been involved, through the instrumentality of the 
commis Daniel van Kriekenbeek, in a bloody war with their neigh- 
bors, the Maquos, and were defeated in 1629, they were found ready 
to dispose of their possessions. 

Two officers of the West India Company in Fort Orange, Bas- 
fiaen Jans:: Crol and Dirk Cornclisz Duyster. specially empowered 
thereto by writing of January 12. 1630. purchased the following 
April--' a large tract of land on the w e>t side of the river. We 
learn from this writing how this was to he done. They were to 
make payment to tlic chiefs in the |)rcsence of the whole nation, in 
merchandise which they shonld ])iircliase for his account from the 
Company, and the deed should he acknowledged hy the chiefs at tho 
Manhattans in the i)rescnce of the director and council. Van Rens- 
selaer gave his preference for flat timberless land, of which they 
should purchase as much as they could obtain as far as five leagues 
on both '^\(]q< of the fort.*-'* 

Houssct increased this territory, in August, by tracts of land on 
the right bank, located above and below Fort Orange, and also by 
land on the east side of the river. It was also extended by deeds 
of purchase of May 1631 and April 13, 1637. 

The good understanding between the patroons of the Amsterdam 

**M. de Roevw here followi CCallaghan, who erroneously refers to the pnrdiMe of 
1631 as occurriac in April 1630. The date of the certificate it May i6ji, which is given 
by Mr dc Rocvcr as that of a diatinct purchase. Cf. note on p. 182. 

'* Cf. note on p. 159. 
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Chamber left nothing to be desired ; Burgh, Godijn, Blommaert and 
tiofi Rensselaer, before signifying to the directors their willingness 
to start colonies, made an agreement to work the projected colonies 
on joint account, each under the direction of one of them.* They 
could, in consequence, soon r^^ister such of their colonies as they 
had made preparations to establish.* Three persons should each 
have a one fifth share in each colony, while the fourth should re- 
ceive the remaining two fifths, take the responsibility for its man- 
agement and exercise the rights of patroon.^ The patroons were 
to act in concert, with this understanding, that the managing patroon 
had tlie disposal of all sums atnounting to less than 2000 guilders, 
while a majority of votes was required for sums up to 40 o 
guilders, wuii uuaniaiity regarding expenditures above the latter 
ligures. 

( In account of the disputo between the directors and the patroons, 
the coluny under the management of Bionunacrt " was not started 
but remained at a .stand>till "' w hile tlio.se under Godijn and Dttri^li, 
"after the work had been begun," were "finally sold to the West 
India Com[)any.""*'* 

Only the colony which was managed by van Rensselaer continued 
to exist under the patroons. His share in this, as we have said, 
amounted to two fifths. He successively purchased from the heirs 
of Godijn, among whom were Jacob and Hendrik Trip, the latter's 
share, so that he soon became the owner of three fifths. The two 
other shares remained, partly in the hands of Blommaert and partly 
in the hands of others, Adam Bessels, Johannes de Laet and Tous- 
saint Muyssaert, the last two being in the place of Burgh, so that 
ultimately each of them owned one tenth. 

It goes without saying that each colony depended upon its man- 
ager, who must, in the first jdace, comply with the stipulations of 
the Company. In accordance with one of these, 12 or 13 colonists 
must be transported to Rensselaerswyck before the 19th of No- 
vember, 1630. There seems to have been some difficulty in se- 
curing even this number, and when they were found and had ratified 

*PaHw did not enter into this agreement for bis colony Pavonia. There is nothing, 
bevcrer, to nark mnjr tmfrleiidly refattoa with the other patroon*. N. M R. 

" See Apprn.lix A [p. 235-5" of this volume] in regard to the fate of Tortuga, die 
colonies on the bay of the South River, and the proposed colony on the ialand du SabU. 
N. BB R. 

" In the beginning they seem to have had another divlaloii, to which t conlnet, dated 

Oct. I, 1630, refers, N. de R. 

" The cause of this is explained by t an Rensselaer in the Memorial, Appendix A 
Ip 235-50 of this volumej. 

The ooloQj Patumia is not considered in this account. N. ob K. 
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the notarial contract by signature and mark, and some times even 
the copy in the Letter Book of the patroon, and had received tlieir 
advance, it often happened that even then some would desert when 
the lighter was about to depart. 

An agricultural colony without cattle was an impossibility. It 
required careful planning to provide the cheapest way of transport- 
ing animals in order to enable the colonists to engage in farming. 

U 1 can get no animals, I shall not succeed in bringing over 50 
persons," exclaimed van Rensselaer in one of his letters.* He had 
thus to be constantly on the lookout to obtain them wherever he 
could. The transportation of cattle proved extremely expensive and 
little effective, since, not to mention the loss on shipboard, many 
died in their new home. The Company, thoujGfh bound by the Free- 
doms to allow tlic carryiiii; of cattle, di 1 not make this easy for the 
patroons and only provided stalls for the cattle on deck. We 
willinijly believe that they needesl the entire hold for their own 
cargoes. 

J\in Rensselaer now, with true merchant shrewdness, made use 
of a defect in tlie conditions under which the C(jlonists of the Com- 
])any had settled on the island of Manhattans, lie caused Ritti^cr 
Hcndriksz, from Socst,^ one of his colonists, to rent one of the eight 
farms at that place ; took upon himself the payment of the Com- 
pany's equity; ordered the land, which had not yet been cultivated, 
to be farmed ; and assumed the payment of the sum in lieu of which 
the farmer, after the lapse of six years, would have l)ecome owner 
of the four lu)r-es and tlie cattle (4 cows, 2 heifers. 6 sheep and 6 
hogs, which had been provided by the Company for each farm), 
with the result that the Company could not prevent him from trans- . 
porting tliese animals to his colony. At the same time he made a 
contract with Wolfert Gerritss, from Atnersfoort, a colonist at the 
Manhattans, who was temporarily in the fatherland, binding him to 
settle during a few months of each year at Rensselaerswyck, in order 
to plant and sow, and at the same time, whenever young cattle were 
offered for sale in New Netherland, to buy them on his account. 
Together with Wolfert and Rutger emigrated Brant Peelen, from 
Nijkerk, Roelof Janss, from Maasterland,^^ the latter like Rutger, 

••Letter to run Trvillcr, July 27. \f>\J [•> -'-•■) ,m1. N. ok R. 

** See introduction p. 27 for statement regarding form of names used in tLe prepara- 
tion of this volume. 

•* In the Van Rensselaer Pou ter Mss, m the Rensselaerswyck ^fss and in the N. Y. 
CoL Mss, invariably written Masterlant, Masterlnndt or Masterland ; not Maasttrland or 
MatMterhnd, as tqwtled hf Mr de Roever and other writers. Maesterland occurs ii. 
Groot Placaet Bocck, 1:;24, 7-'6. 741, 2384. 2jg6. 2438 and 8:1248, in connection with 
the herring fishery and has reference to Marstrand, on a small island off the coast of 
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as farmer on one of the projected farmsteads, a number of faim 
hands and a shepherd for the 13 sheep, which were entrusted to 
their care during the voyage. 

Since, as it appears, more cattle were transported by the Com- 
pany than tlicy needed on their eight farms, he agreed with Michiei 
I\iu:c that each should take half of tiiem. Thus again he obtained 
eight horses and seven cows. He brought about all this in Jan- 
uary 1630. 

Now he must tiiink about estahli>hiiig farmsteads. Untler the 
direction of JVolfcrt and tlie supervision of Bastiacn Crol, commis 
at Fcrt Hrange, the first farm was to l>e laid out; and with the 
assistance of the laborers of the Co!ni)any. who were jnit at his 
dis^xjsal by the director Pictcr Mitiitijt for c<>mi)ensation, houses, 
harn^. hay-barracks, sheep-cotes and also a boat were to be built 
.and bricks and tiles baked. 

In a short time two were ready, viz, Rcnssclacrsburg and Lacts- 
burg. It seemed that the affairs of the patroon and his colony were 
well launched. The good understanding between him anrl the local 
authorities in New Netherland who naturally followerl the orders 
of their superiors, the directors in the fatherland, conduced strongly 
to this end. 

In January 1631, he sent Marinus Adriacnsz, from Veere, with " 
some assistants as tobacco planters, and in July of the same year 
Laurens Laurenss, from Kopenhazrn, was sent, with another North- 
man, to run the sawmill and grist-mill ; also a number of laborers 
and eight or ten calves. 

Now let us see what terms he offered to his colonists. That 
he did not value each individual equally goes without saying. The 
persons whom he appointed as managers of the farmsteads or 
farmers received during two or three years before the farm could 
be considered to be in good working order, 150 to iSo guilders. 
The patroon defrayed the expense connected with the farm and pro- 
vided cattie, wagons and implements, besides farm hands who re- 
ceived from 40 to <yo guilders and a boy whose hire amounterl to 
from 25 to 40 guilders, and these, during the time of their contract, 

Sw i d m , near Gotcborg. (Sec Woordtmboek der Sedcrlm K<.> he taat, §u»toi map of 
IVmnark in John Speed, Ttuatre of the Empire of Great Brttain . . . with a prog- 
Peet •f the most famont ports of the world, London 1676; and Paskttrrt ran f Sehager 
Rak . . . door C /. Voogt, Ceomcira, 't Amsterdam h\ hunna van Kiulen 
(1710)). If, aa mof be presumed. Mastcrland is the same as Macstcrland, it is interesting 
to note tbat Koetof Janaa as well as his wife, the well known Anneke Jam — whose 
OMMlicr. Trijn Jonas. aj'iK-ars in a fraRmrnt of an account of New Amsterdam. ttfj9^ 
amonR the Renssetaerswyck Mss, aa Trij* Jonas von Mostertamld} —wtr* probably not 
Dutch, but Swedca. 
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usually three to four years, received an annual raise of from lo 
to 20 guilders and board, which was paid by the patroon. In the 
beginning Uiey were to do everything needed as well as they could 
with the help of the workmen of the Company. When the farm 
was once in full swing, then other r^^tions came in force. The 
dear gains, after deducting the wages of the farm hands, were di- 
vided biennially between the patroon and the tenant. The former 
remained owner of the cattle but their increase was again divided. 
With the animals thus obtained, the patroon could start a new farm, 
while he could purchase the tenant's half of the cattle according to 
the Company's tariff and the crops according to market price at 
the Manhattans. The mechanics who emigrated as colonists re- 
ceived about as much as the masters of the farms but were to be 
lodged by tlicm and their board was charged to the patroon. When- 
ever they were employed by other>. the patroon was to receive one 
lialf of their earning^s. Some of the colonists were to pay their own 
passage ; the less important as a rule, not. Small advantages in the 
shape of advance money and presents were enjoyed by all. It is 
interesting to note that the terms became gra lually more favorable 
to the colonists. 1 mention here only the contracts of the first years. 

Between 1630 and 1632 he transported to Rensselaerswyck on 
these terms, in the first year 10 and in the two succeeding years 12 
persons, not counting children, .\bout one third came from tlie 
Gooi and the Velmve. \ few were secured on tlie Manhattans, 
where might always be found people whose contracts had expired 
or who had not succeeded, and some negroes naturally belonged to 
the nunibcr.'*- 

Tiie relations between the directors of the Amsterdam Chamber 
and tlie patroons, however, gradually became less favorable for 
the latter. I have already spoken of the minority who were op- 
posed to the colonization. They alleged that the patroons* aim was 
to monopolize the fur trade and thus to injure the Company. The 
falsehood of this charge is clearly shown by the nature of the colony 
of van Rensselaer, and furthermore by the contracts made with 
the colonists, which prohibited the fur trade. He writes on July 20, 
1632, to Duyster, ** I have forbidden my people the fur trade ; al- 
though, according to the fifteenth article of tlie Freedoms, I have 
as much right as others, yet I have done this in order to avoid dis- 
pute with the Company."'' Notwithstanding the honest inten- 

** Tn Appendix P. I civc a list of the ix r .ns sent by tlic p.itroon to hit OOlonjT Qtltil 
1634. N. DE R. Sec statement in introduction, p. ^2, regarding this list. 
** Sec pu ai6. 
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turns of KUiaen, the minority increased. It appears that they found 
their spokesman in Marcus de Vogclaer, and that among others 

his side was supported by the directors Comelis Bicker, Guiliam 
Bartolotti, Hcndrik Broen, Hendrik Hamel, Marcus tmn Valckcn- 
burgh, Simon van der Does and Abraham Oyens. On account of 

the biennial retirement of one third of the directors of the Amster- 
dam Oiamber. a temporary chan«^e took place in the manai^ement.^ 
The minority suddenly grew to a majority anil meant to make their 
influence tell. 

At the Manhattans, the Company's youni^ colony, matters were 
not going as well as mii^ht !te wished. This the op[>:)nents of the 
colonization ascertained, but the Company had already gone too far 
to abandon the colony. 

Colonial progress was crippled by the bad relations among the 
local authorities. They neglected the Company's interests in mu- 
tual disputes.'''' The factions each found their sympathizers at Am- 
sterdam. The director Pieter Minuyt, who had gra hially gained 
the patroons' friendship,^ was now wnr<:ted by the intriguing secre- 
tary, Johan van Remunde, supported by dc Vogelaer, who had be- 
come commissioner for New Netherland affairs, and his party. 
The secretary had reported-so many grievances, both true and false, 
in his letters, that the directors seemed to judge it advisable to bear 
him and, at the same time, a number of their oflficers, who under 
the circumstances may well have apprehended that their summons 
was the precursor of the discharge awaiting them in the fatherland. 
This happened about the middle of 1631. The party of van Rens- 
selaer had still influence enough to bring about the promotion as 
director in the place of Minuyt, of the cammis at Fort Orange, 
BasHaen Crol, whom we have learned to know as the patroon's 
agent 

In the meantime, while months passed in hearing and rehearin;^ 
the recalled oflficers, Kiliaen was contending with difficulties of every 
kind in Rensselaerswyck. One of his two new farmsteads was 
burned ; Marinus, the tobacco planter, seemed none too well fitted 
for his task: his colonists had nee le i so much grain for their own 
use that one farm lacked winter seed, an I besides, his account w ith 
the Company for goods delivered had become very heavy. But he 

**Van Renuelaer appears also in i6ji to bsve rctifncd as difcctor. N. oc R. 

"Tbc 1r»tcr (given a* .\ppendix B fp. 169-70 of this volumcl) froTn Sitn>^n Dirhti 
Pot, colonial councilor, to x-an Renuelatr is important for the knowledge of matters there. 
N. M K. 

"■ Above mejitioncd letter to «m TwHUr. N. k R. 
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conM surmount all these hindrances, since, from the reports ren- 
dered, he perceived that the fields promised abundant harvests 
and, although he had been obliged to abandon the idea of building 
a sawmill, his grist-mill would be tlie only one in all New Nether- 
land. If his cattle were to furnish dairy products sufiicient for his 
own use and that of the garrison at the fort, there would not be 
many animals left for slaughter, but this difficulty would be [more 
than] met by the natives who would gladly barter for dairy products 
such large quantities of venison that his colonists [after supplying 
their own wants] would have enough to smoke and salt it and make 
of it an article of merchandise at the Manhattans, 

The patroon's endurance was, however, to be still more severely 
tested. Remunde had won his suit before the directors. He re- 
turned to the new fatherland in his old dignity. Crol, who seems 
also to have given cause for dbsatisfaction, although, as we shall 
see, he had served the interests of the Company, as he understood 
them, in opposition to those of t'an Rensselaer, was recalled and 
Wouter van Twiller, chiefly because advocated by Burgh, Reael and 
de la Myne, was apix)inted in his stead. Though this appointment 
could not but be agreeable to tlie patroon, his uncle, he must have 
been less pleased that Dirk ComcUsc Duystrr, commts at Fort 
(')range. was to make room for an instrument in the hands of his 
adversaries. Haus Jorisz Hunthinn, a man wlio liarl traded w itli the 
natives at that i)lace in former years, and who. hy a shameful cruelty 
connnilted on one of the chiefs, had made himself much hated by 
the Mdijmisr^ 

The dis])ntcs were nnt checked by this appointment: but other 
combatants ai)i)earet] in the lists, which were now opened anew at 
the Manhattans. t<> tlie injury of the Company's affairs. 

( )n his side the patroon again availed himself of favoral>le cir- 
cumstances. Pictcr Minuyt, who had grievances enough against 
the Comiiany, agreed in July 1632 to sell him a number of his cattle; 
the rest were to remain on his farm, of which zKin Twiller took 
possession. Pictcr Bijlvclt, one of tlie recalled councilors, did the 
same. They both wrote the agreements in the Letter Book of van 
Rensselaer with tlieir own hands. The purchase of the whole in- 

Hnnihum wm nndoulytcdijr a f>rother of the founder of the family of the same name 
at Amsterdam, which became laJt-r very imiorlatit tlirmigh the fur trade, and a branch 
of which built the house, de Pontc Muntcl, on t!)c I fi-i-rcngr.uht. later iiccupiod by the 
niind Institute. Hunthum was already. beft>rc the charter of the W. I. C. a licensed 
trader in and about tho^e rcKions. lie caused one of the chiefs of the tribe of the 
Mmiuas to be put tn tltath by ema«.ciilatit)>; hiin. 

Deposition June 30. 1634, before Notary J. t. d. I'tn |p. jojj. N. de R. 
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ventory of the farm of Bijlvelt soon followed and van Twiller 
agreed to make over a few more animals to the patroon. At the 
same time, he gained a skilful colonist in the person of Gerrti 
Theusz de Reus, who had previously managed a farm on the Man- 
haftans, and transferred all his cattle, for which the patroon as- 
sumed the payment due the Company. When, however, the news 
of this agreement reached the then (hrcctor, Crol. he did not con- 
sider himself justified in letting; ihe cattle go without the consent 
of his principal-v. I'he (){)p<>ne!its of Kiliacii, also, could not per- 
ceive the desirabilitv of tlic zeal<>u> palroou's measures. Many 
were jealous of him, >») that only after two year>, when these evil 
('ays were past, did he. by means of a notice >».rved on the directors, 
succeed in moving them to recoj^iiize his right.''* 

From the standpoint of the director-, who must have seen with 
reluctance the subtraction of cattle from their colony, their long 
refu'^al was certainly intelligible, but as a retaliatory measure from 
the patroon's side, his course might be defended. 

With this addition to his herd, strengthened also by the importa- 
tion of some calves, the patroon might have been able to start three 
new farms in his colony: Weelysburg and Blommaertsburg, which 
were to be occupied by Brandt Peelen and Gerrit de Reus, and 
Godynsburg. Now it seems that they were first begun in 1634, 
when he was agam contemplating the starting of a new farm in the 
immediate neighborhood of Fort Orange, 

The affairs of the other patroons, in which van Rensselaer partici- 
pated, were in a still less desirable condition. New supplies of pro- 
vbions and merchandise were necessary but the Giamber of Am- 
sterdam would not consent to this. And the patroon of Rensselaers- 
wyck also met with a refusal (July 20, 1632) when he petitioned the 
directors to permit him to employ for compensation, during their 
free time, the Q>iupany's cari)enters, smiths and other mechanics, 
for the establishment of a couple of new farms. 

Neither could they be prevailed upon to fulfil the Freedoms wliicli 
guaranteed privileges for the proper tran^puitation of cattk and 
goods; indeed they even went so far as to prohibit the purchase 
by him of goods belonging to the Company which were stored in 
Xew Nethcriand. and also forbade their colonists to barter neces- 
saries of life for dairy products and grain. 

Thus almost cut ofT from the outer world I)y the management <»f 
his opp<inents, our patroon was almost immediately obliged to teach 

■Thb aotkc. which throws Mme light oo the rctatiom between the Companjr and 
their coiooiatfl foHows at Appendix C {p. of thii voliune]. N. n R. 
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his colony to stand on its own legs. The only persons whom he 
could trust to keep a watchful eye on Renssdaerswyck were his 
nephew van TwUler and the schout Coenraed Notelman, also a rela- 
tive, who consented to do this in so far as it could be made to* agree 
with duty and conscience. 

Yet a new misfortune befell the patroon in the loss of a large 
part of his herd, which were killed by the natives. The Company 
also suffered a loss by the burning of their yacht de Bever^ The 
appointment of Hunthum, which was the cause of both these occur- 
rences, was now first clearly proved to have been a mistake.** 

One of the measures taken at this time (July 1632) by Kiliaen, to 
conlinii liis authurity, was to i^ive his colony, whicli contained as 
yet but few souls, a judicial system by the appointment of sdiout 
and schepens. 

The hig^hcst and most responsible of the public offices, that of 
schout, he had reserved for Rutger llcndriksz, who, as outward 
sign of his dignity, was to adorn himself with a plumed hat and 
silver-plated rapier on a baldric. In liis instructions, however, we 
seek in vain for an cxj)lanation of the principles by which he was 
to administer justice. The patroon only orders in general terms 
that the corrections shall be administered " according to tlie cus- 
toms of this land and especially according to the laws of this prov- 
ince of Holland." It is remarkable that every person could be 
corrected " who should neglect the profit of the patroon." In view 
of the fact that it is doubtful whether our worthy villager from 
ancient Hamcland^^ and our little peasants, who were to demand 
and render justice and some of whom could not even read, were 
versed in the Roman-Dutch law, then in force, or in the practice in 
criminal cases, and that the patroon furnished them with no other 
sources for their instruction and information than a few copies of 
the Freedoms and Exemptions, we may assume that the tribunal 
according to old Germanic custom administered justice according 
to reason and the five senses. In the judicial sphere of activity, 
fortunately, they probably were less occupied than with their daily 

Sec deposition rcforrod to in preceding note. N'. de R. 
^Hunthum did not long survive these events. In April 1634, he came to blows with 
Cometh TWH Vorst, dirtetor of thte colony Pmwiia. who staUied him to death (DeposI* 

tion, Ft 'v j^. i6 ^fi. hrforc Votnry C. nooi:''nhoom) . N. de R. 

*^ Homeland; an ancient county with ufjcertain boundaries. According to A. J. van 
der At, Aardriiksknndig IVoordenbotk, it extended along both hanks of the rlTcr Yiael, 
50 as to cover pnrts nf the present provinces of Cildcrland and Overysael. In calling 
Rutger Hendriksz from Soest a villager from ancient Hamelaod, Mr de Roever has 
reference to Eenland, in the province of Utrecht, which by sooie is held to have formed 
part of Hamcland. 
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labors in the interests of the patroon for which he gave the schout 
detailed ins^ctions. From these orders it appears directly that 
Rutger was charged more especially with the execution of tiie 
orders of van Rensselaer as regards the management of the colony. 
This was necessary because Wolfert GerrUss had signified his Inten- 
tion to request dismissal from the patroon« 

Roelof Janss, GerrU de Reus, Marijn Adriaenss, Brant Peelen 
and Laurens Laurenss, surnamed de Noorman, served as schepens 
and councilors.'*^ Brant Fcclcn was at the same tiine to teke charge 
of the Sunday sen'ices, reading and explaining one of tlic texts 
from the Bible according to the huispostillc Schultcti. One of 
tlicm would keep the Resolution 15ook. For the rest, their duties 
were not described. Their distinction consisted of a black hat with 
.a silver band, i iiey were to be sworn in by the schout, who would 
himself take the oath of office before Director van Twiller. 

As regards the oath of the schepetis, that of Amsterdam was 
literally followed.^' It was therefore not the patroon's object to 
introduce a new law, specially adapted to his agricultural colony. 
Law appears to have been the least active factor in the early de- 
velopment of Renssclaerswyck, 

At any rate, the colonists did more; the schout raised on his 
farm Rcnssclaersburg on Castle or West Island, in 1631, 12 mor- 
gens of winter wheat and four morgens of winter rye. The patroon 
reckoned that in three >'ears he would be able to raise more than 100 
lasts. Of the 600 or 800 morgens of arable land in the colony, which 
lay along the river, and which were as good quality as the land in the 
Betuwe** or in the Beemster,^ each promised in the future a har- 
vest of three quarters to one last. The fattening of cattle, however, 
would be of still more importance; "our greatest profit will come 
from the cattle, for which there are fine and sufficient pastures, for 

* It is doubtful whether the first schout and scbepeni appointed by the patroon ever 
4|daIiSe<l. and wli«tlier conrt was aetoally heM in the colonjr before the arrival of Jaeob 
Planck in t6j4. The instructions to Jacob Plamk, Aiirtt I'iu. state ttiat Director 

van Twiller was to administer the oath as schout to Planck " instead of to Rutxtr • 
htmrkkssM vam Scett, aeoording to previoat power of attorney." and farther that ** at tiie 
first opportunity he shall choose three vrhepcns from among the fittest of By colonists 
and administer to them the proper oaUi» io that he can bold court if need be." Cf. 
p. SOI, 292. 294. 3". 

■ Compare Handvesten x an Amtttrdmn (cd. //. Noordkerk), p. iii. N. de K. 

**BetuTve; the fertile district b e t ii«« a the Rbioe and the Waal in the southern part of 
the province of Gclderland. 

*B#eaM»rr/ diatriet uotlk of VurwaifftatA In the province of North HbUand* compt iain g 
about 14.000 acres of cxceedinRly fertile land reclaimed between the years 1607 and 
161a by drainage of Beemster lake. For account of the undertaking and the vigoroua 
•■pport given it by WiUcni UMelinx, the fonnder of the Doldi West India OMapanjr, 
see J. P. Jameson's biography of Usaeliox in Paftrs of tk» AmeHam Hittorkial AMod^ 
tiou, 1887, S:i95-JOS. 
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clearing of land proceeds but slowly from ag^culture/' writes the 
patroon to Jan dc Laet^ and he shows the necessity of exercising 
patience and of not ceasing to put money into the business. 

'* But," adds the optimistic patroon, " here I am getting too far 
ahead."*' And so he was. Through all the opposition, his ex- 
pectations were disappointed, and it did certainly take twice as many 
years before that part of the harvest which could be gathered into 
bams and sold approached icq lasts.*' 

The year 1633, which under the existing unfavorable circum- 
stances could yiehl little of importance to the patroon and his 
colony, saw the continuation of party strife in the Amsterdam 
Chamber. Three of the friends of van TwUler left their seats when 
their terms expired. They were Burgh, Reael and de la Myne. 
Their influence, however, remained and made itself felt, when the 
party which opposed the colonization felt itself strong enough to 
undermine the most important articles of the Freedoms and Exemp- 
tions. They aimed at the fifteenth article, which allowed the pa- 
troons the coast trade in New Netherland and the fur trade, with 
the above named restrictions, and also at the twenty-fifth, by which 
the Company took the colonics under their care.*® They could not, 
liowevcr. persuade the majority of the desirability of these measures, 
which would undoubtedly liave resulted in tlie ruin of the colonies. 
The I-'reedoms. at any rate, remained untouched.'''^ Neither hacl 
they success in tlieir attempt to recall the (hrector. z'a>t Twillcr, who 
iiad been brought into disrepute by tlie secretary, Z'an Rctiiuiuit. 
The protection of his uncle and of his three friends as well as the 
gfood will of Prcdcrik tic ]'ricsr'^ and of Daniel ran Licbcrqcii pre- 
vented Isaak (fr Razicrc from succeedinij ran Twillcr. This case 
show^ that the e\-(lirectors had still con^i 'erable influence, for of 
the persons here mentioned dc la }fyni' and I'an Liebergen are tlie 
oidy ones who were in office at that time. 

The carryinnf of freif^^ht in the meantime continued to be a dis- 
puted point. In order to promote barter with the natives, the pa- 

* Letter June 37, 1631 [p. 199I, Jan de Laet, associated with Burgh, was patroon on 

tlie east side of tlic bay of the South River. N. nn R. 
*T ick loopt hyer wot voor mints " ; literally. I run here snmcwhat before the wind. 
*The last of grain was reckoned by van Rensselaer at 140 guilders. N. ob R. 

** Presumably there is some connection between the i roposal to repeal this last article 
and 'the news of the killing of the cattle of KUiaftt. N. de R. 

•If the Memorial (AinK-ndix A fp. ^^f,~$o of this volumcl) served to avert this danger, 
then we can place the debates over ttu-so [>ropositionB in the autumn of 1633. N. dk R. 

" I to w as .ilso secretary of the city. N. ot: R. 

In i6j8, he and David I'ietersz de Vrie.s entered into an agreement about establishing 
a colony on Slaten Island; they sailed on the ship de Liefde and April I9« i(39i ap- 
peared together before Cornelis van Tienhrvvon. at New Amsterdam. See D. P. de 
Vries, Korte Historiael, p. 147, 162, and.A^. Y. (Sol. Mm, .1:98. 
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iruoua wished 10 liiul bturagc fur large (|iuuililic^^ ui nuTchamlisc 
in the Company's ship^, which the Mcniurial iniuiins u^) were ui 
no ^eat carr) iiii; capacity. I'crliap^^ the directors thought this 
would mean loo much reduction ui the space available fur the Com- 
pany's goods ; perhaps they wisiied to compel the patrouiis to pro- 
vide themselves with what they needed from the warehouses at the 
M anhatldhs , ix^ssibly they feared that the fur tra<lc would escape 
Uieni if they enabled the patroons to barter on a large scale ; it is 
certain tliat tliey would only allow goods to tiie value oi a few 
hundred guilders to be taken in. Now the patroons were permitted 
by the eieveuth article of the Freedoms to send ships or yachts 
thither themselves, but in this they evidently saw no profit, for as 
yet they could not freight a whole vessel. They felt, therefore, 
too well, that every reference to the authority given them in this 
eleventh article corresponded with a refusal to comply with their 
wishes. And the general opinion of the assembled directors was 
here on the side of de Vogelaer, but they also did not wish to be 
deaf to the representations of van Rensselaer and decided to sub- 
mit the pouit in question to the judgment of their High Mighti- 
nesses. 

Whether in the beginning there was little prospect that the de- 
mands of tlie patroons would be granted, and whether van Rens- 
selaer foresaw great expense and difficulty in the suits which, ac- 
cording to the Memorial, he intended to brin- a-ainst the Company, 
certain it is that in July 1634 he had one of the directors sound 
the feeling of the Amsterdam Chamber with respect to an amicable 
arrangement. U.i.i there ever been any i)rosi)ect of realizing this, 
the patroon would have ix-en w illiiig t<> turn the whole colony over 
tu the Comi>aiiy. The affair was managed with the needful caution 
and supiXTled by a secret Account of the jurisdictions, nuina-ctncnt 
and condition''''- of the colony, dated July 20. In a coiitKleutial let- 
ter to his coparticipant, Johan de Lact}'^ he mentions the sum for 
\Uiich he would be willing to resii^n ah his rights. Although the 
account Ixx:)k no longer exists, 1 dare say that the patroon did ask 
nut a little too much when he demanded 6000 pounds Flemi'^h. Two 
years later, when matters were in much better shape and he had 
gone to much more expense, he was willing to leave a one tenth 
share** to Burgh, when he could have gotten it himself, for 1000 

"See I*. jo6-ia. 

■ Letter of Juljr 21, r6j4 ffK N. pb R. 

••Letter to tMt, Oct 6. i6j6 [p. N. oi R. 

5 
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|[juiltlcis. Tiic colony could not yd have been worth much more 
than one quarter of the jjrice which he askeil the Company. He ac- 
knowledj^es, indeed, that he e\i)ected to indemnify himself in tliis 
way for his losses in the exploitation of ZwancndalJ'^ During 
these negotiations two other palroons appeared with their proposals 
to transfer the col<jnics Z^^'aitcnJa! and Pavonia to the Company. 
We already know that Zzuancndal was not succeedin<; very well. It 
could therefore cost the allied patroons but few tears to bid it 
farewell. The Company^ wished to assure itself of the monopoly 
of the fur trade and could tlierefore afford to sacrifice something in 
order to buy out the patroon and his partners at that place. But 
that reason did not apply to Rensselacrswyck. Whether it must be 
ascribed to this or whether the patroon withdrew his proposition 
after the temporary mood of dejection had passed away and he had 
changed his mind, I can not decide ; however it was, nothing came 
of the sale. It appears that van Rensselaer in the following year 
would not even think of it again and did not regret it.^ Protected 
as they now were from losses in Zwanendal, the allied authorities 
determined to devote themselves with new courage to the coloniza- 
tion of Rensselacrswyck. 

The simultaneous attempts which the Amsterdam patroons of the 
existing colonies made to dispose of their undertakings indicate a 
more favorable disposition among the directors. One can not blame 
them, because having experienced their dependence on the prevail- 
ing humor in the council, they did not desire to risk encountering 
a new tide of opposition in a few years but preferred to make use 
of a fa\«'ral)!e current. 

This bewail w ith the chan,L,'e in the i^overninent of the Chamber 
which i)ul tlie party of dc Vo^^clacr a^ain in the minnrity. Bur:^Ji, 
Read, Fndi-rik dc I'rics, Eduard Man^ Schuylcnburgh and Bart- 
rinck resumed their old seats. 

It seemed that the supporters of the colonization reckoned them- 
selves stroiiL,^ enough to alter the course in which affairs were being 
steered by dc J\>t;c!acr^'~ The plan was formed already in April 
" to strike stoutly at the management of Vogclacr." He seems to 
have seen the approach of danger and to have understood that any 
opposition would be useless. He resigned his office of commissioner 

•* Letter of July 21, 1634 h'-ii^-ul' N. or. R. 

*• Teller to van TwUlcr, May 24, 1635 f|>. 315-17I. N. bk R. 

"letter lo fan TwUlcr, April 23, 1634 ll>. 266-88]. N. dc K. 
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of New Nctherlaud affairs, apparently very unexpectedly, about 

Ala>.^ 

We should be unjust to the directors if we tliought that they were 
now going to manage matters in any manner partial to the interests 
of the patroons of Rensselaerswyck. They did not enter upon the 
purchase of the colony. Some points of difference still remained. 
What was the outcome of the intention of KiUdcn to demand legal 
indemnity from the Company, we do not leani. I am personally 
not disinclined to believe that the patroon mentioned this indemnity 
only in order to exert some pressure on the directors, who were con- 
sidering whether or not to deliver over to him his cattle which had 
been held back at the Manhattans, in order that later his proposals 
for the transfer of his colony might more readily find acceptance, 
as the directors would thereby avoid expensive lawsuits. 

But there was now no more question of intentional obstruction. 
This was already shown in April 1634 when he sent by the ship 
de Eendrachl a number of sacks and eight large chests, filled with 
all manner of goods, weapons, farm implements, clothing, seeds, 
provisions and other necessaries, on which vessel at the same time 
embarked his newly recruited colonists, viz, Jacob Planck, from 
Edam, who was to discharge the duties of sellout, commis, precentor 
and distiller of brandy, and for whose use a large brandy kettle was 
sent along; Abraham Planck, his son; Lubbcrt Gijsbcrtss, who 
wished to settle in the new colony as wat,^oii maker and who took 
ali'iii; ills wile ami chihhcii; Conwiis liuiDiisc, who w<>nM find 
work enough as carpenter and mason at l\.cn>selaerswyck ; ant! a 
few workmen. 

In one of the clK>t> wa> stored away al>o the first "red Hag 
with tlif arms uf tiie colony, to lloat on the l)ree/-e on proper 



occasions." 



c 
^k 



** Letter to Schout Planck, May a. 1634 [p. 300-1]. N. pe R. 
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We have seen that the patroons got into a dispute with the 
directors of the West India Company over the rights guaranteed 
by the Freedoms and Exemptions, of which the Company wished 
to deprive them^ by the passage of new articles and relations, and 
that both parties, apparently unable to agree, left the decision to 
the States General, which apiK»inted a committee to investigate the 
matter. 

As the successors of the ori^anal owners, the patroons considered 
themselves almost sovereigns. They thought they need not obey 

any rules of the Company ; tliat the internal fur trade, as well as 
tliat on the coast, was tlieirs by rij^ht ; that they need not tolerate 
in tlieir territory any coiiiinis to collect the duty on furs purchased; 
that, so long as they did nut avail themselves of the right to fit out 
their own ships, the officers of the West India Company in Xew 
Xetherland were at least hound to inform them when there was 
room for their gooiis in its returning ships; that the Company 
unlawfully required an oath of the colonists whereby they re- 
nounced the privileges granted them by the patroons ; and, finally, 
that the Comi)any was Ixumd to make good the loss which the 
l^atroons had suffered from the Company's failure to fulfil the 
obligations of ])roteclion and so forth which it had assumed. 

Not all these grievances were brouglit forward by van Rens- 
selaer. The fur trade, which was the great stumbling block to a 
good understanding between the two parties in the Chamber of 
the Nineteen, he liad e\i)rcssly forbidden, at least to his own colo- 
nists. The promotion of fanning was ahubst the exclusive consid- 
eration for him and his colony, and for this the continued supi)ly 
of colonists, cattle and all kinds of goods for use and trade in the 
colony was a vital necessity. 

For him and his cause everything depended on the opportunities 
for transportation. About this he had to try to come to an under- 
standing with the directors. 

Meanwhile the committee met, heard the parties, and adjourned, 
probably shortly after June 24, 1634,' after having postponed the 

* The grievances of the patroons are dcscrihed in their memorial to their HiRh 
Mightinesses of June i6, 1634, printed by O'Callaghan, Holland Documents [l-foc. rW. 
to Col. Hist. N. Y. liS6}. N. mi R. 

* RcMlutioitt of the States General of that date. N. m R. 
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decision of the matter submitted to tlieir judgment, of wliidi notli- 
ing fnrtlicr is heard.' 

It is dear that without the action of the oinmittee a settlement 
had been reached between the two parties wliich is placed in pros- 
pect by Kiliaen in a letter to de Laet as early as July 2 1 .* The more 
favorable sentiment toward the patroons existing in the Assembly 
of the Nineteen undoubtedly influenced this action; But perhaps 
no less a consideration was tiie advisability of keeping friends with 
the patroons and preserving peace at home, since for lack of money 
the Company could not at once prosecute with energy the settle- 
ment of the American colony and, by reason of the competition of 
English traders, ran the risk of diplomatic difficuhies with its 
neighbor over seas, whose pretensions to New Netherland were yet 
fresh in memory. These traders, with an ex-Amsterdam merchant 
Jacob Eelkcn^ at their head, had just chosen for the place of their 
operations the shores near Fort Orange, with which he was 
formerly well acquainted. In some way an af^eement was brouj^ht 
a}>out and, altliou^'^li we do not know on what terms, the result may 
be trace<l in the transfer soon after of Zwancndal and Pa:on{(f' to 
the 0»mi).iny. and in the decision of Kiliaen two years later to fit out 
a ship himself, after his remonstrance had been favorably voted 
upon by the directors.'' 

In New Netherland Director Z'au TzviJIcr kept an eye on hi- 
uncle's intercuts. If there were cattle for sale, he houj^^ht them fr»r 
Rensselaerswyck. and so did the director of Painnia for that 
colony. Kiliaen and MichicI Pami\ who seem to have been the 
only interested parties, understood that it was to their mutual ad- 
vantaq'e not to thwart each other in these ptircha'^es. DifTercnccs 
which had already arisen were laid aside and they pledp^ed them- 
sdves on April 13, 1634, to buy and honestly divide between 
themselves "all the animals, horses and cows, oKl or yri'mQ-. that 
from now on and durinc;^ six years may be offered for sale in New 
Netherland either by the Company or by individuals, whether in- 
habitants or strangers."* 

* One of the documents submitted by the patroon to the committre wa« \hr. imf'ortant 
Aeroimt of the inrifdictioiii, etc. See KfiptniRx E (p- 30^12 of thit Toltimrl. N. oc K. 

* Sec ApfM-ndix F [p. 312-13 of this v- luni' 1. N. pe R. 

* Jacob JacobsM Eelketu was born at Amsterdam in 1591. Hendrik EelkenM, a<i«ortat^«l 
whh How J0ris* Hmntum as the first tradm in the New Netherland with the if'^hieant. 
nrast have been his brother. N. de R. 

*It is known that Pavonia cost the Co m p in y a6joo« irnilders. N. m R. 

^Tbis apf>ear« from a list of paper* mad onmncripU sent tn J<u-oh PUnrk wi>h the 
letter of Oct. 4. 1636. to he foand hk \hm Letter Book of t-ais RemtstUur t, 99 (p. .Y|t'ja 
of thi* volutii' ) N". R. 

* Protocol of Notary J. v. d. Ve», Amsterdam (sec p. a57-s8]. N. db JL 
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We have already seen repeatedly how it was the first and only 
endeavor of 7'an RciissrUicr to make his settlement a farming 

colony and it appeals to nio that nucIi was tlie cliicf aim of both 
tlic otlicr patroniis, Kiltnrti says this in a 1< Iter to his schout, 
Jacob .Hhcrtsz Plniick, dated Aiii^iist 24. i'»35:'' "We are tryinj^: 
to p<>j)ulate tlic land and in time to spread tlie teacliini^ of tlic Ih^ly 
(lospel by many people, while they,'*^ on the ec^ntrary, employing 
only a few peojjle, look solely for the prolits of the fur trade." 
As regards the patroon of l-iensselaerswyck. we may decidedly 
contradict ( )'( "allaghan's assertion in his History of Nc7C Xctlicr- 
hvi(P^ that they. ** losing sight, for the most part, of their first 
duties as planters, diverted their energies and means in competing 
with the C'cMnpany for a share of the hulian trade." On the con- 
trary, if, as he asserts, the charter tended, in no small degree, to 
r( 1 ird the settlement of the province/' it was only because the 
directors, in spite of the Freedoms and Exemptions and to avoid 
losing the profits of their own trade, opposed the colonization by 
throwing obstacles in the way of the transportation of people, cattle 
and goods. 

That the patroons were out for their own profit is no cause for 
reproach. This has ever been the mighty impulse of all coloniza- 
tion. But they sought it in another and more honest way than by 
supplanting the Company in the fur trade. The right of the 
patroons to this trade seems to. me quite beyond dispute and they 
were there as business men to stand by their rights as soon as there 
was promise of profit. We shall presently see that the fur trade 
had to be thrown open finally in order to attract colonists to the 
Company's own settlements. 

Whether the director's ap])earance in the promotion of the 
patroo'i's intere^fs aron'^ed sn'si)icion or other considerations of a 
personal nature enlered into the game ami were instigated l)v 
Secretary rv/n RrinuiiJr, or whether I'on T:i'il!cr reallv gave cause 
for complaifit in his management of the Company's affairs, can no 
longer be determincfl. In no wi^e, however, can T accept the sen- 
tence that American writers have passed upon him. The evidenc(^ 
brought against ]u"m may be cited as proof of the grievances bur 
its authority may be doubted, since one often meets statements that 
diametrically conflict. That he and his pctiplc, but csi)ccially the 

•Should be May 24. \f>\^: *rc p. 313. 
«°TIh> directors. N. vr K. 
" Vol. I. p. 178. N. DK R. 
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latter, were no model men, lies in the natnre of the case. It was 
surely difficult to rule over a handful of fortune hunters wlio had 
not crossed the ocean with any noble aim of opcnintif a wild land to 
cultivation and who, under hard conditions of existence, must lead 
a rude life and who sought nide pleasures. In such circumstances, . 
gentleness would have been weakness, least of all to be fori^ivcn in 
the governor of so small a settlement. Tie was not unskillful in 
the management of the Company's affairs and kept a firm hand 
wherever he judged it needful and it was not his fault if few of 
his measures resulted favorably. O'Callaghan accuses him of seek- 
ing his own gain at the expense of the Company and says that, 
when he left, his farm was the only one in good order. The reason 
of this was that the colonists at the Manhattans left as soon as 
their time was up. They had the riglit to sell a part of their cattle 
and found the only buyers in tmn Twiller and the patroons. It 
was natural that the Company's farms should be ruined by this. 
That he did not further the affairs of the patroons at the expense 
of his employers is proved by his keeping back the cattle and the 
implements belonging to Bijlveld and de Reux, which had been 
transferred to his uncle,^' and by the confiscation of the latter*s 
grain in behalf of the Company, of which van Rensselaer com- 
plained in 1636 in a letter to Planck, dated October 3d. 

However this may be, evil tongues were at once busy in vilifying 
him to the directors, as they had done before with Minuyt. who, 
angrj' with the Conij)anv, had taken upon hinT>< lf the establish- 
ment of the Swedish tradiiii^ company in .Vorth America. .-\ letter 
from 2'aii Rensselaer to his ncpliew, dated Aj)ril 23, i^»34.'^ i"^ '''f 
value ft>r a knowledge of the divisions j)rc'vaihiig in the Amsterdam 
( hamber and from it we can form an o])inion of the ])atroon's 
character and his excellent mental qualities and i^ain an id«a, 
though one-sided, of the intriLrues f»f i^c'rrctary 7'</;i Rrinutule. 
Although his enemies had at fir«^t little success with their endeavors 
to oust van Tzviller, three years later, whether justly or unjustly, 
they compassed his downfall. 

Cooperation between the leaders in New Nethcrlan<l alone coubl 
have insured the success of the great enterprise, but that was want- 
ing. Precious time slipped away in trivial squabbles. A continual 
change of governors and chief officials was the result. Tlu y were 
always recalled after a few years, when they had barely Ix^cn able 

Sttc Appendix G [p. 266-S8 of this volume]. N. df. R. 
"See Appendix G (p. a66-n of tbi* ▼olume]. N. de R. 
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to contrive means for tire development of the extraordinarily rich 
resources of the new colony, thereby causing the settlement to 

assume the character of a trachnj^ post for immediate profits rather 
than a seriously i)laniKMl colony. That the directors could only 
rei^^ard the niaiu-r in tiii> liiL;ht proves their ^hortsighte^lness. In * 
Kensselaersu yck a better example was ofteretl ihem. 

It seems as if tiie i)atron!is, when their friendly director was 
attacked, found a needed counterpoise in declarations prejudicial 
tu one of the C ompany's ofticers, tile commandant of Vort Orani;e. 
I fans Jorisc Ilmitliiiiu. 'J'hey attributed to him the loss incurred 
by Rensselaerswyck in the slaughter of the cattle by the Indiana, 
a loss they wished to recover from the Company. Prol)ably on the 
ground of these declarations it was asserted tliat Hunthum was 
• allied with Eel kens. 

The depositions made in England state the matter quite differ- 
ently.^^ Hunthum was not to experience the evil consequences which 
might result from these suspicions. At the time when these 
attempts for his removal were made in Amsterdam, the man had 
already been dead'^ for several months, and we liave no need to 
concern ourselves further as to how the matter might have turned 
out. One of these declarations, however, is so remarkable in 
many respects, besides completing the documents containing the 
correspondence between the two governments, that I have printed 
it here among the appendixes. 

Meanwhile in Rensselaerswyck Jacob Planck assumed the plumed 
hat and the silvered rapier of the former schout. His instructions, 
dated April 25. i(\^4. ordered liim to choose three sclicpcns, thus 
setting aside the former incumbent'^."' and t<^ seek his knowledge 
from an .Irs iiolariaius, a IJumlioiidcr Piaktycq cyiniiiirri, and a 
Miiuicr I'an proccdccrcu. With ])erhaps more prospect of success, 
he was to exert himself in the advancement of farming an<l the 
increase of the numl)er of farms an«l cattle. Tic was bidden to 
consult Director 7'(/)/ 7'ri*///<v about these matters and always to 
preserve good relations wilii Conract Xotclnian , also a relative of 
the patroon. who had charge of one of the Company's farms at the 
Manhattans, hired by z'an Rensselaer on account of the cattle.^^ 

MSee OTallaghan. Hottand Doeumfntt, 1:73 et seq. {Doc. ret. t» Cat. Hist. N. Y, 

1:7-' Si]. N. iu: R. 

See note [p. 62 of this volumcj. N. de R. 
»• J?*e note on p. 63. 

" Tlic patroon hoiwrd (hat tlie other farm which he had hired would be taken charge 
of by Lubbert van Dincklage, who went over as fiscal and oflicer in April 1634. N. ds R. 
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The jialrooii proposed that tlic council of New Xcthcrlainl slioiild 
place a guard <*f two or three men fro;n Fori Orange at his mill, 
which was somewhat remotely situated and in whose safety the 
Company had no less concern than himself. He also asked the 
council to consider whether they would let five or* six men from 
the garrison work throuj^h the day on a farm he intended estab- 
lishing near llie fort, *' while they could keep careful watch at 
night." Considering there might be risk of some lack of efficiency 
after a day of field or manual labor, the council seems not to have 
assented to his proposal. 

More than a year and a half was to pass before the patroon 
heard that his new officer and all the goods sent over in the ship 
de Eendracht had arrived at the appointed place.'* A r^ulaii 
communication — a ferry, as van Rensselaer called it when he 
urged its establishment — did not exist, neither does navigation 
seem to have been active. In the absence of news, Kiliaen writes:** 
** the work here is quite unsettled. The directors arc very much 
alarmed, many complain bitterly. ' Rumors of evil spread, that all 
had perished, people as well as cattle,*' that the vessel, called the 
** sugar-bark " probably because it had served to can} sugar to 
the fatherland, had been leased by van Ttuiller to the English ; and 
it seems that some i>roposed to introduce economies by leaving 
fewer people in New Netherlands which course according to the 
opinion of Kiliaen would only result in misfortune for the whole 
undertaking. 

The Company as yet apparently drew no profits from \ew 
N'etherland, Mven the furs did not yield enouL;h. Jl -( cms to have 
iK t. n suspected also that the ofticials en;^ai4^e<l in sniui4^i,diii;^^ and did 
not account to the Company for the real receipts of that valuable 
article. I bis was plainly the reason why I'dii Rensselaer projM>sed 
to farm out the fur trade.^ 

The uncertainty regardini,^ the con«litioii of the colony worried 
the ilirectors and led the patroon to decide, for a time, to cea^e 
seniiing over colonists ami t^oods. It was as if conrai^e revived 
when news at last came irom the far W est. The situation was not 
as bar! as they had feared. I think it likely that 'i'an Rensselaer, 
under the |)ressure of painful uncertainty, decided to come f<»rward 
and act himself, and when empowered by the Company, he resolve<l 

■The ship de Ee$uiraeht did not conw back to the fatherland till October or powMjr 

a month or tuo latir. N. df. R. 

'* Iwcltcr to van TwiJUr, May 24, 1635. See Appendix J [p. 315-17 of this volumcl. 
Iff. Dl R. 

I < -rr to ran TwSter, May 24, 163$* See Appendix J (p. 3iS->7 ot this volamc]. 
N. sc R. 
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to fit out a ship to maintain the connection with his colony and 
transport goods, marketable in the New World. It seems that we 
must not regard this matter as either vcr> great or very profitable.** 
I consider KUiacu too wide-awake a man, if he had thought it was 
so, to go, as he did, into partnership for the vessel's freighting 
With the Leyden merchant and cloth dyer, Gerard de Forest, 
brother of Jesse dc forest, wlio is considered tlic founder of New 
Amsterdam.-- Tlic contraci, executed before the notary, /. van de 
I I II, on Augusi 8, rc([mrcd each partner with his associates 

to >harf half and lialf in tiie purclia>e of the ship Kciisscldcrswijck 
and of a carj^o worth inmi (kkkj to /txx) i:^iiihlers, in provisionini^ 
the siiij) f<)r 12 pciMMi^ and in their wages. Un tlie other hand, 
Kiliacn was to pay all the tran^it char-^es of col<»ni>ts destined foi 
his colony, but dc /-CrtW/ sliared in the patroon's acknowledged 
right to tlie cr)ast trade l)elween Florida and Newfoundland, in the 
lumber and salt tratlc and in the letters of marque which he 
{Kiiiaen) had received from the Prince of Orange, Should there 
be no opportunity t<» convey the colonists from the Manhattans to 
Rcns.selaerswyck, the ship was to go up there directly after its 
arrival. A wareliouse was to be hired at the Manhattans for the 
storage of goods. 

The venture amounted to much more than was agreed upon and 
was almost i5t5oo guilders. The settlement of the account of 
Gerard de Forest and his associates seems to have been attended 
with much difficulty. The Letter Book of Kiliaen contains many 
letters to Gerard himself a:3d members of his family, which, in 
every shade between entreaty and threats, press for the payment 
of the share put by them into the ship's venture. For more than 
a year Kiliacn was disai>pointed every time that he reckoned upon 
settlement. Under skipper Jan Tjcpkcs Sclicllin;^, tlie boat sailed out 
of the )' on Seiueniher 25, l'>.^^). and put to sea fmin the Texel 
( )ctul»er w ith no less than 38 colonists on board, including six 
Women. The prosperous voyage, so eagerly desired, did not ensue 

It is interesting to bear tlie words of Kiliatn himself about the profits of tbis trade. 

" Since I liavc pr«i(J cash for tlu-sc (^ro().Is') without inctmliiu: n•■^y cxfirnscs for packinv* 
boat and lighter'frcight, ocean freiglit. interest, risk, and insurance, damage, etc (an 
increase wbicb) with your commission (of amounts to nearly 50%. therefore (you) 

must bcll all swell K " '> ' 'i" ti< ar it, s-i-in v\ lint liiglu r than $0%. But I do not wisli 
my own people to be charged more than 6o7c since they must gain it by their bard 
labor. But from other people, for whom I need not care, you may take as mndi as b 
the market rate and you can get" (Letter to Pienck, Oct. 3, 1636 [printed on p. 32J— 30 
of this volume] ) N. m: R. 

In quoting this section, Mr dc Uocvcr abridges the text; tliat the various cliargcs 
amount to 50% of the first cost ia not definitely stated by the patroon, though implied. 

** Mr Ch. M. Dozy in The Pilgrim Fathers EvUihition of Dorumcnts at Ltfdtn TtUlling 
to the Dutch Settlement in North America (August 18S8). N. DK K. 
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The ship met \\ itli bad wcatlicT, according to tlic .still existing 
Journal,^ and alter l(Xssing to and Iru for live weeks had to run 
in tu I'lynioiith and there take refuge. There they must needs 
stay on land and, as ill luck \V(»uld have it, one of the pa>bengers. 
the blacksmith's helper, became inl<jxicated in a tavern, and gave 
a death blow to his n^aster. The ship was moored, llie rudder 
taken away, and although the criminal was given up, it was tho 
9th of January before the Kcnssclacrs^icyck could again set sail. 
The jonniey was j^ursued in fairly good weather until they 
anchored at the Maniiattans on the 4th of March and remaine<l 
there because the river was still clo'^cd. Flic cargo was discharged 
and Hcndrik de Forest, the tra ler an I mate,-* remained in tlic 
hired warehouse to carry on trade, while the ship went up the river 
to the colony on the 26th and dropped anciior <»n the 7lh of April 
oi>poi>ite Fort Orange.^ There they delivered the smith's coal, 
the millstones for the erection of a grist-mill near the sawmill, an<l 
other goods not mentioned. While the Rcnssclaerswijck lay at 
anchor, a yacht laden with grain went down to the Manfiattans and 
another with animals arrived. On May 31, the journey was con- 
tinued past the Manhattans to Smith's Island and then back again 
to the former place in order, on August 14, to begin the return 
voyage. They waited at Plymouth for other Dutch ships and 
arrived safely at the Texel, November 7, 1^)37. 

The detention of more than seven weeks at Plymouth and tlie 
small profits of the voyage, added to the difficulties with his Leyden 
partner and the proved disloyalty of the skipi)er and of the super- 
cargo Dirk Corsen Stam, decided Kiliacn to sell the ship.** 

Tlie patroon must now look around for other chances of sending 
over his colonists and the cfoods desiguerl for his colony- So the 
ships with which Director Kicjt cro^^fd carried along colonists and 
^oo<ls for Kiliacn. I'ictcr Minuyt, who \\a-> going in hi> vliip to 
\ :rginia as coniiiiautler of a Svvrdish company, and bad put in at 
the Tcxcl on account of slornjs, out (jf old friendship for hiuj took 

- I'lititcd on p. 355-89 of t!ii> vidtimc. 

-•According to the Journal, lie ilitd on July 2O wns hnri<-il t!i«- f"\\nv.\i\}/ day rif 

the Mankaltamt, where the ship then was. Gcertruy iiornstra, his wi<iow, claimrd bu 
property from his sister Rachel, then livinR at the AtanhaHans, wh«» had married Pr 
Lamontagne. AccordiriR to lii^ f>v*ii (k'l l^ratiim, mnflc ln-forc N"tnry (.' iri n, 1.< fr.jr 
his departure in i6j6. be had been selected by the patroons in 16) t to till the place 
of Gittet Homtft in Zwmtendal, bat on account of the tad circuin»tancca at said place 
the patroons gnvc up tTn's plan. X. i'E R. 

* It seenis that the coloni&ts were all landed at the ManhiXttans. Arent Steffeniert 
married there on the aa6 of March the widow of the murdered blackkmith. And on 
the Sth two children who had hcen liorn .-it .i wi re baptized there. N. vv R. 

* PtfUr MeuUtnan bccaire its owner for the sum of a6<H> guilders, bjr de«d ut A\<ii\ 
M. i6j8, before Notary J. v. d. Ven. The thip wa^ wrecked in Novrmlier 1644, 
near the Bemttdaa. N. db R. 
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in a li^liter-load of guuds, aniung w hich were gunpowder, firelocks, 
wooden utensils, tar and pitch to be dehvered at the Manhattans 
and also took six passengers on board. In tlie following year, a 
vessel fitted out by the Company, hct Wapcn van Noorwegen, in 
which the colony of Rensselaerswyck had a half interest, carried 
over a number of colonists and a large quantity of goods, including 
i8 young mares, thousands of bricks, ironwork, clothing material, 
spices, cheese, soap, oil and a box filled with earth in which were 
planted young grape vines, etc., all of which were confided to the 
care of Comelis Melijn, the supercargo.*" 

We may therefore regard KUiacn as the introducer of the grape 
into the New World.** 

The directors seem to have continued favorably disposed toward 
the patroon. However g(.)od the news from the colony may have 
been, the patroon had just cause to complain of his schout and corn- 
mis. Planck appeared to lack clearness of insight. He seems not to 
have quickly perceived where his master's interests lay in every 
clwincc tliat (tlTcrcd. The ]):itroon had no ihous^lit of bad faith, ' 
altlii)Uij;h he coiiNidcred Planck not incapable of enriching hinisflf at 
his expense through the fur trade. The patroon was also not too 
well satisfiecl witli liie way justice was adniini>tere<l : for this 
I 'id lick ai)peare(l no more fitted than fur the position of adminis- 
trator of the colony. 

DilTerences between the directors and the patroon concerning 
the fur trade still continued. 

In the colonics, where, as in Rensselaerswyck, the Company had 
no comniis, the gcconqiicstecrdc gocdcrcn, i. e. products of the soil, 
might be bartered for beaver and other skins, provided that a cer- 
tain export duly be i)aid at the Manhattans. The meaning of the 
Freedoms and Exemptions is clear. Only those who took upon 
themselves tlie trouble and expense of establishing agricultural 
colonies might partly indenmify themselves by trading in furs. 
That the Company wished to reserve this trade exclusively by plac- 
ing a cottttnis in the colony and that this action aroused the just in- 
dignation of van Rensselaer, we have already seen. It seems that 
he, in connection with the fitting out of the ship Rensselaerswijck, 
claimed the right from the Company to trade all, even imported 

^ Letters to Ph-tcr Minuyt, Dec 35 and 2% 1637 (ace p. 389-91 and 395 of this 

volume]. N. de R. 

* Comelis Melijn, formerly a leather dresser at Amsterdam, founded in 1640 hjr per> 
mission of the WVst India Company a colony oo Statcn Island which he transferred to 
the Coni|iany in 1659. N. dk R. 

** Vines were brought over by Doniine Johannes Michaelius in i6a8. See kis letter 
of AttSi 8, i6j8» published under the title: UamkMan in tMt 9. 76-77. 
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goods, fui peltries, considering iliiii there liail been a lactl cunce^>i<>n 
of his claims when the Company in the contract witli I'liicc concern- 
ing the transfer of Fm'onia had thrown open the fur trade of that 
quarter to tlie colonists. When the parties could not agree about 
this, the decision was left to their High Miglitinesses. KUiaen de- 
sired the director and council in New Netheriand, pending a de- 
cision o£ the matter, to at least grant his schout a temporary fnr 
trading privilege, in order to recoup for the frequent forceil de- 
liveries that he had made out ol the storehouses of his colony to the 
Company's officials on account, for the feeding of the popuUtion 
and provisioning of the returning ships. 

I have spoken of the Company's efforts to draw a profit from 
New Netherland by retaining the exclusive control of the fur trade. 
This seems to have been possible only through sending few people 
there. The expense of transportation and support of the colonists 
had apparently become so heavy that the directors shrank from 
sending more people and making New Netherland a source of still 
greater loss to the Company's already unprofitable balance. 

No more free colonists offered themselves. They could only be 
tempted by the free extension of this important trade.** It was 
as much in the interest of New Netherland as in that of his own 
colony that van Rensselaer brought this point to the official notice 
of the Company. In 1636 this was evidently still discussed** but 
without much chance of a favorable decision for the i)r(>{>oncnt. 
The directors were quite preoccupied by the difficulties which the 
fiscal, Lubbert van Dincklage, had brought upon them hy his strife 
with Director van Tiviller, with the preacher Hoj^ardiis, who in 
turn was incensed against the latter, an<l indeed with the wlinle 
council v.nd with all officials in New Xetherland. We can not 
digress liere to discuss this question which the directors found very 
ix-rplexing. It seems that they did nr»t hlanie rv/n TwiUcr for it 
but they had otlur ^^rievaiues against him. The director was a 
poor correspondent, though we do not believe with I'an RrusscJacr 
that lie was too timid"^ to write. The directors wrre imt kej)t in- 
formed of matters, so that it became necessary to recall him and 
HMid out a new director. The opponents of 7'au TicUJrr stirred up 
the fire kindled against him. As early as September ^G■l,C^, it was 
planned to put the director of Curarno, 7>nn ll'alhccck, in his place, 
but almost a year passed before van TwiUer was succeeded by 

■•If they want to Iteep ft for themnrtvn wUh a few fwople ♦« draw tW lar^vtit 

profit. Ihry cnn not .1rf<-n.l titr Inti.t. nn-l willi iiiii, !t in-.ipl,-. tin v ^ufT. i l.><:s; an.l 
others will not populate the country unless they grant them free trade. (Lrttcr of taa 
RemtstUer to fVomtfr ran TtcWer, Sept. »5, 1636 \te p. 319-23!.) N. M R. 

« Letter to WouUr van TwUftTt Sept 1636 ^Me p, S<»-<3)- VB 

** tckrenptlu4s, yce p. jao. 
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IViUcm Kit ft, \vh') ^tartl^l fur his ixjst the la^t oi September 1037 
with two ships fitted out by the Company. In the meantime Schoiit 
Planck was very busy in distributing the small army of new colo- 
nists among his farms and laying out a couple of new ones to be 
intrusted to the care of Symon U\i!ii-!is- and Cornclis AJacsen 
and named Bcssdsburch and Trippenburch after the copartners in 
the colony, besides building two mills, a sawmill and a grist-mill. 
By the erection of the first, Kiliacn expected to have merchantable 
lumber that would be bought by the Company and the English, at 
least all that he <lid not* need for his own use, and boards which 
might please the natives, because tliey would be suitable for build- 
ing huts and fitting them with hinged doors and windows. The 
patroon also promised himself no less profit from the grist-mill 
since he could barter his grain with the Company for peltries or 
sell it to the English, and collect scawan by grinding the maize 
which the Indians would brinf^ to the mill. 

The increasing; necessity prompted the patroon, as we saw, to 
send over peoi)le and goods by whatever opportunity offered. 
I'.ight colonists crossed with Kicft, among whom were two black- 
smiths^^ and a couple of locksmiths. I'an Rensselaer had indeed 
wished to send more people, but the Company in the beginning was 
willing to fit out only one ship and wlicn the chartering of the 
second was determined upon he had no longer any chance to get 
other colonists. Rut in tlic same year six others followed in the 
ship of Pictcr Minuyt, anionin;- whom wa> tlic i)atroon's cousin.. 
• Arcnt van Curler;'^ a yoiUii of iS years of ai^e. who was going t<^ 
Rensselaer? wyck as assistant <>v ckrk to Phiiu k. in order that the 
patroon nn.q;ht in future \)v kept In-tter intonncil tif his affairs. 

The latest colonists wtrc to he espeeiallv employed in tohaeco 
raising'"' hut couid in other ways meet their expenses by tlieir own 
tracles. 

I'etter (iiiies weie d;!\VMinL'. for the Company. I'lrazil wa^ suh- 
<lue(l and etilered npnn an era of ordirlv i^overnment under Joliau 
Maurit.^. 'J'he (h'lHct. m-^ decided to increa-e tlieir capital hv oin- 
tliird.^'^ In the prosi)ect of larger re.sourccs, it was determincil '* to 

We saw that the |>atroon had lost his two hlarksmiths at Plymouth. N. m R. 

Arrnt ■:nn Curirr, or C'^rlrr, v..'i<i one of tlic five fln'Mirti o{ Jii,ichitn 'Cin Curh'r, 
a son of (ioosscn ran Corlcr, .schout of Nijkcrk, who a.s late as i6j6 was mentioned as 
a shareholder in the W. I. C. Joachim had died before this year, without means. 
N. i)E R. 

According to Mr G. Ftecrnink, of Nijkerk, Arcnt van Curler was baptized Feb. 6. 
1630. and was the son of Ilcndrik; Joachim beinff an uncle of Arcnt and father of 

T.Triilin<;, nuTitioiu il "Mi jv. 216. 

** According to the patroon's statement, tobacco was more easily sold here in the leaf 
than in rolls or spun. N. db R. 

••Sec .Aiiprn^Hx K [p. ,iSJ-S3 of this volumct. Letter from ran Rfnsu-',u-r to H'anter 
VM TvnU*Ts Sdcpt. 91, 1637* I|i the Groot Flacaotboek no rcioltittoa (or tbit incrcHO 
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take up the matter of Xew Xetlierlaiul with all •liliLTcncc/* 'I'hc 
quotiun of i^rantnig new frei'< loins was diseussed but it was de- 
cided to await the rei>nrt of the new director. 

I' rein time U9 time the directnrs received tidini^> which >hould 
have made it clear to them that the luiglish eiicroachcil more and 
more on the land of the Macjttas, on the Fresh River and elsewhere. 
This could only be prevented by doing more for colonization and 
declaring trade free without reserve. But this tliey seemed unable 
to decide upon and in consequence the patroon wrote on May 6, 
1638, to his nephew van Twillcr: " The Company must open their 
eyes, as I maintain, or they will lose the best part of that fine re- 
gion." Neither were the Swedish attempts to get a firm footing in 
North America to be concealed. The course of affairs could not 
fail to attract the attention of the States General. The frontiers . 
of the colony were continually threatened by the danger of foreign 
intruders, and in the settled regions the population was decreasing 
rather than increasing. As soon as the six years' contract with the 
Company expired, many colonists returned to the fatherland after 
selling their cattle" or were engaged for the colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck, where living was evidently more profitable. 

The States General saw the internal strength of the settlement 
diminish, whereas they had hoped and expected, for the sake of the 
fatherland, to have a firmly established government there. 

Their High Mightinesses felt that there must be a change Init they 
could not themselves p\\<\\ tlie matter. They gave the directors 
a hearing and urged the Assenihlv of the Xineteen to devise new 
ways of conihating the ever increasing evil. This resnlte*! in the 
di-cu>sion of a filan to offer new inducements to those willing to .set- 
tle in New Xetherland. 

Dr Ldit. one of the partners of Kiliiirii in Rensst l.uTsw yck, pro- 
p<»--e»i a j»lan that i^ained the appr<^})alion of the .\ni-.lerdam ("ham- 
Ikt hut their iligh Mightinesses hy no means ap;)rovefl of it. A 
new plan was otTercd hy oihers'^** and was. like the llrsi. referred hy 
their High Mightinesses to a special committee for consideration, 

b to be itmnA. It appears therefore that shortly after taking this resolve and before 

its excmti'in, tin v \v« rr alroafly ri>n-.iil» riiitr .t RK Mtcr ini n nso, ap tO One half of the 
capital. This at any rate was authorized in June 1639. N. de R. 

"I have already said that ran Twithr, as also the patroon. bought in a part of the 
cattle and was htamrc] for it; very tinjustly. as I think, unless it can Ho proved that 
the departure of the colonists was owinf; to him. The Company's restrictions were 
mtKh more likely the cause of it. N. oe R. 

"•O'Callaghan claims tlirjt tMs was the pr'^Joct six en in the HoUitnii Documents 
[Doe. rel. to Col. Hist. .V. J' 1, l:o6. In niy opinicri tlint can mt l>c titr second plan, 
which is 1 think the one jirintecl in his History of .Vcw Scthcrland, l:.'oi j, altlunigh 

k i» Ocre incorrcctly described as a proclamation. Above, it will be seen that nothing 
ever e^ne of the plan to give fre^ \T*^ (o New Netherland. 
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September 2, 1638. The new conditions granted the principle o£ 
free trade in New Netherland with the reservation of the Company's 
legitimate dues. The judgment of van Rensselaer in this matter 
may surely be quoted because his contemporaries seem to* have 
shown their estimate of it when they appointed him as one of tlie 
impartial persons to whom was referred the question of free trade 
in Brazil. His letters show that he expected no relief for New 
Netherland from such a measure; indeed, he wrote to one of the 
members of the committee, Jhr. Gerrit van Amhem, that he did not 
;il)i)rove of the plan and insisted now more than ever upon the 
maintenance of his rights.^ 

The As^cmhly of the Nineteen (Hd not consider it with favor 
eitiier. Jt was feared that the opening; of New Netherland to trade 
instead of j)r<)mntin^- coloidzation, wonld ,£^ive rise to the c>tablish- 
nient of trading posts'"- and it seems that their lliL;h Mightinesses, 
for the same reason, dared not risk free trade. Nothing therefore 
came of it. A concession was made to the free traders by giving 
the colonists, in 1639, the fur trade privilege discussed before in 
May ir)38.^i 

So far had matters pr. i-re<sed when. \\\ the fall of 1639, in spite 
of the secrecy with which matters were managed in the Amsterdam 
Chamber, Kiliacn, whose directorship in the West India Company 
had expired several years before, found out that they were discuss- 
ing new Freedoms and Exemptions with the evident intention — 
quite to his mind — of urging rich men to found new patroonshif)S. 
These Freedoms were, however, not so liberal as the first of 1^)28- 
29. The preamble stated that the j>ri\ ilcges wonld apply to those 
patroons who had already planted colonies as well as to those about 
to do so. This was enough to make Kiliaen feel that his rights 
would be curtailed if the plan were accepted. Therefore, appar- 
ently in order expressly to call the attention of the directors to 
this point, he presented a protest to the Assembly on October 27, 
1639, whereby he sought assurance regarding it.** But he did not 
stop there. The friendly Jhr. van Arnhem was called upon; 

In my opinion the project mentioned in Holl. Doc. \Ooc. ret. to Col. Hist, N. Y.], 
1:96, refers to a later plan to improve the situation of New Netherland. 
ConccrninR this also I refer lo tin- followintr pace*. N. nr. R. 

*• I'tin Rfnssclacr felt that tlir l>cst plan of colonization wa.«i by tlic arlmission of 
patroons. They could put capital in the business but stay at home, and the less 
favored bf fortnne, whom tber tent over, could nuke cmpital fruitful. So the rich 
•nd the i>oor would help one another. N. pk R. 

•The view given here of the difliculties of those days, formed as I think on incon* 
testable frronnda, differs wholly from that conveyed by O'Callafchan. History Ntm 

h'cthcrl.inJ, l:i07. N. or R. 

*' Letter to Schout Planck, May lo. 16.18 (p. 411-16I. N. re R, 
« P«tocol of Notarjr /. vqn 4f Ven, Amsterdam. N. dr R. 
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Musch, the secretary, was persuaded to forestall the possible ap- 
probation of their High Mightinesses by presenting a petition to 
them, praying that the patroon might at least be heard about this 
project and, in case of its adoption, that he might receive a cer- 
tificate de non praejudicando.^ I think it not impossible that a 
second proposal granting the patroons still greater rights than 
those of 1629 was introduced into the Assembly by persons planning 
to found new colonies. I do not know what became of these pro- 
posals. In hb letter to Jonker van Amkem, Kiliaen says that they 
were unfavorably received by the States General. 

It is certain that a revival in American colonial affairs fol- 
lowed the revocation of the fur trade monopoly. Just at this time 
Count van Solms proposed to found a colony and Comelis Melijn 
was empowered to do likewise, departing soon after for Staten 
Island, as patroon. 

O'Callaghan's statement seems to me quite incomprehensible and 
unfounded, that in the year 1638 "the trade as well as the cul- 
tivation of the soil was thrown open to every person, whether 
denizen or foreigner, who chose to embark in it.*' For when I 
read in the subjects for discussion named in the call for the meet- 
ing- of February 21, 1643, the foliowint; clause given by the coin- 
])iUT of llic Iloliand Docuiiwnts himself.*'* " It being found . . . 
that the plan" — mark this word — "of opciiiiii;- the trade . . . 
produces no true ciltct, ' then I do not doubt that these projects 
came to naiij^dit. (VCallaj^han confuses the fur trading privileges 
given the colonists witii a free trade such the Company granted 
Brazil. In N'ew Xctherland all went on pretty much as of old. 
The population increased, but through a ruinous desire to get rich 
t'ney bartered weapr>iis in return for the much desired furs from 
the natives, who after a few years made use of these arms to 
slanirhtcr the white inhabitants. 

in many respects the situation at Ren^sclaerswyck was not ac- 
cording to the patroon's wishes. Disobechence to his appointe<l 
authorities was of frequent occurrence; the contraband trade of 
the colonists robbed him of half his profits. The colonists might 
trade with the patroon*s commis, but not with natives or outsiders, 
although Kiliaen was inclined to overlook thb a little in those 
who zealously applied themselves to farming and cattle-raising.^ 

•rtc/r Tflw non praejuditif : cf. p. 465. 466-^7. 
O'Callagfcan, Holland Doeummts {Doe. ret. to Col. Hut. N. Y.I, l:i38. Compare 
herewith the liwtructlon*, l:i62, paragraph 6, and the Rcfort 1:246, paragtapb 2. 

N. DC R. 

« Letter to Sehoat Planch May 10, i6j8 [p. 411-16]. N. m R. 

6 
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It was scandalous that the supercargo of tlie ship Rcnssclacrm'ijck 
had tempted the colonists to engage in this forbidden trade, thus 
evading the payment of duties to the Company. He had indeed 
by a full confession, arising from re{)cntance, enabled his master 
to get redress from the disobedient colonists, but this gave rise to 
all kinds of difficulties for the schout and schcpens, since an evil 
spirit had entered into the colony of enriching themselves at the 
patroon's cost and in spite of the contracts made with him. 

We have seen the conditions ui)on which the farmers came to 
Rensselaerswyckr. As a rule they were jieople of no means who 
must take an advance fmm the patroon in order to fit themselves 
out as best tlicy could and they saw their debt also increased by the 
expenses of the jnurncy. The patroon was tliercfore the creditor 
of nio.-t of them when tlicy huidctl iu his colony, and since they 
coidil obtain all kinds of ncces^.aric^* in oxchanj^e for farm j>rod- 
ucts oidy from the j)atn-. m throUi^ii hi^ icnuiiis they s(^oii e^ot 
d<'c]tcr in (icbt when tin re was a scant harvest. Thi>^ mij^ht i)er- 
liapN conic v'l'^ht bv dci^rccs. but surely not by a measure which 
displca>^cd him !^reatly. naiiuly that without informinjT^ him the 
farmers had rai-^rd xhc wams nf farm laborers. I»y this means, 
the receipts would br diminishe l and the hoped-for time deferred 
when the partners slioul l enter upcju the enjoyment of the jjrofits, 
whilst again and again assesNinent<, of only a few hundred guihlcrs 
it is true, must be raised for the shortage caused by the admin- 
istration. 

On his side the patroon gave all sorts of instructions. One thing 
which he had continually in mind was the care of the spiritual wel- 
fare of his colonists. Although people assembled regularly every 
Sunday for prayer an<l song, he wished that the colony might find 
means to pay for a minister, but the 300 guilders which Planck 
had for that purjiose did not appear sufficient to the patroon to 
induce a scr\'ant of the Gospel to change his ix)st for the colony ; 
in<lee<l, the prop<»secl church, having a granary on the second floor, 
would not, he thought, oflfer a sufficiently temptini^: oj.portimity to 
a hesitating minister. At this time there was little inclination for 
emigration. The plague had made fearful ravages and had not 
yet vanished, livery working force eouM he employed at home. 
In tlie \cars from to 1^40 the patroon could fnid only a few 

inclined to join his a.L^ricultnral colony. 

TliC death rate w as also very great in Amstcrrlain and could not 

** Kiliaen had irivrn strict or<U*rs tliat the prices of froods should not be raised so as 
fo exhaust the colonists, " that they might profit a little." N, m It. 
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fail to cause van Rensselaer serious consideration. He had many 
children ; how would they fare if he should perish, as so many had ? 
So he wished to make disposition in regard to Rensselaerswyck, 
which he was at liberty to do acconling to article 7 of the conceded 
Freedoms. He therefore applied, in November 1639, to the Nine- 
teen for this permission. It seems that the patroon, who as we 
have said ha<l a three fifths interest in the enterprise, had taken 
tliis step without the knowledjiife of his parttiers ; in no wise to 
mislead tlicin, for who, hctJer tliaii he, could know that as directors 
It woidd come ininicdiately to the notice of Blommacrt and dc Ijict f 
Win Rensselaer wa> tt»o ii(tl)le and honorahlc a man to <!f) any- 
ihlu'^ but what he thou.^-ht to he ri^-ht. P.nt it seems that de Laet, 
and S(X)n tiie other partners aNo, took quite a different view of tlieir 
mutual relations. Kiiiaen was certainly the a'iiniuistrator and 
owner of nirire than half of the colony, hut they ha l al-*) had ritfhts. 
and rii^hts ecjual to the patroou's. What eKe was he j)lanninf^ than 
to place himself, at liieir expense, in ]X)«>sessii»n of the whole 
colony? They l)eq'an to su>[)ect him, to confer tofjcther arid tf> 
devise measures distasteful to the ])atr<M»n: and when he j)re--ed \<>r 
settlement, this, to his i^reat surprise, was refused hy de Lact, 
unless the j<atroon would declare how he understood the patrrif)n- 
ship. .\lthonL:h he said that he intetide<l to defraud none of his 
partners, hut only, in what concerned himself, to insist on the 
rights and prerojjativcs «Tjranted to the [>atr*»on by the sixth article 
of the Freedoms, that did not help him. Pe Jjiet remained un- 
willing to pay*' the sum already owint^, which had been advanced 
by the iKitroon, and he as well as the other partners would not even 
meet with the patroon for the discussion of necessary measnrfs. 

From the letters which van Rensselaer wrote as well to de iMei 
as to ^fuyssari in the years 1640 and i^i. we may learn what the 
partners wanted.^ 

It seems that they considered themselves owners of a i*art *ti 
the colony equivalent to their share, while the patrrirm a«>^erted that 
they were coowners of the whole. They in-i^ted thcref^-ire not 
only upon the division of the colony into the five lord-.hifA, of 
which it consisted,* but desired also to enter uy^m the enjoyrr.*-f»t 
of manorial rights and to exercise the same wcr «nrh ^f/rtious a , 

•* Tousjaint yfm\-tsart swin* tn havr paid, fie Vad r.-^A Ur ffj**'!* *h» 

patroon nnce he supplied dnffd. bbnkett and *irr.:"ar ar::'>«, X &e R. 

•Letter of KUiarn va» Remu^lcer to T'^utiunt .Vnitttrt *• L*)*!**, Ifajr 7, 1^4'* 
Ip. jW»-7tl. \. riE R. 

• romparc the Account of ;nn«'*K^i'««*. r* , 1 F. ' tx ;* y .-t\ 

They intended to allot tlirec of thevc lori*:*;*** to iv.j of t«« f«nt»*t'Ut %iA 
two to ifce partswr*. Sf. nt R. 
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should Ik,' allotted to them. The patroon pointed out that this con- 
flicted with the sixth article of the Freedoms, which recognized 
only one patroon entrusted with jurisdiction and also with the con- 
ditions by which the four patroon s had bound themselves and w^'th 
the facts, proved by the administration, the appointment of oiHcials 
ind engaging of colonists, all of which measures were executed by 
the patroon without the interposition of his partners; and finally, 
by the deeds of the territories, which stood exclusively in his name. 
Hut he also proved that from a practical point of view the division 
would not be advantageous. How could one divide the grist-mill, 
the sawmill, the brewery? What would become of the shoemaker, 
the blacksmith or the carpenter? Now each one of them could 
find work because the colony was undivided. And how vexatious 
it would be when the farm laborers, who so willingly changed from 
farm to farm, should go over from one independent part of the 
colony to another? The patroon argued, and we believe rightly, 
that it would cause the downfall of the colony. To keep control 
in one hand was needful. What use was it for him to bring up 
every matter of common interest for disaission, when he, as owner 
of three fifths, could always outvote the others?** 

Tt would l)c most unjust that he who continually and quite alone 
had been diligent in the matter and brought it to good re^^ults with 
great promise in the near future, should now, without ground for 
questioning his management or liis accounts, be removed from the 
govenmient 1)y bis partners, of whom Mr dc Ijict bad never given 
himself the trouble eveti to break a lance for the colony in the 
Assembly of the Nineteen. 

Tie was not disinclined to eoncession. For instance, he was 
willing lo assign some farms to the partners, if his overlordship, 
his higher and lower jurisdiction and his manorial rights were sub- 
mitted to and recognized. He was even willing to .cjant them per- 
mission to nominate persons to office provided that the commissions 
were given by the patroon. The jurisdiction was intlivisible. The 
Freedoms granted to the patroons in 1628-29 spoke of no separa- 
tion. If the partners wished to have exclusive possession of a 
farm or even of one of the territories, the relations between them 
and the patroon must be those of vassal and lord. If they would 
agree to this, he would cede them the possession of one fifth of 
the intermediate and one tenth of the lower jurisdictions. 

Such a bond did not attract the partners, especially de Laet, who 



In order to demonstrate how Intolerable this would be. the i>atroon referred to 
the example of Mr Godifn, whose oolonjr perished becaase 1m wm unable to secure 
agreement in Its maaasemeot. N. m R. 
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made hi^ls^clf their spi >ki'>inan. T\\v\ doircd ivrv ink-, irecloin 
of jurisdiction, and rebelled at the idea of resigning tlie slightest 
fraction of freedom for " nonfreedom/' as they perversely viewed 
it, under the patroon. 

Although they had now won over the patroon to the idea of an 
actual division into lordships, they held on to the scheme of coad- 
ministration and cojurisdiction with the lord paramount, not allow- 
ing themselves, for the present at least, to be convinced of its 
practical impossibility by the appeal of Kiiiaen. 

In the meantime, van Rensselaer had gained the Company's con« 
sent to make disposition by his last will and testament as he pleased 
of the property he held in fief, and on January 29, 1641, he souglit 
the approval of the States General, which was granted to him by 
letters patent of February 5 following.'^ 

From the wording of the grant thus obtained by him, it is most 
evident that the patroon believed a settlement with his partners 
possible on the basis of recognition of his feudal rights. We read 
indeed, in a quotation from the actual words of his request, that 
he wished to dispose of this *' for the benefit of his children, 
friends, relatives and also strangers, as he may please and see fit/' 
Under the words " strangers " he may be supposed to have really 
provided for the interests of his partners. 

The partners debated for some months whether they should go 
to law but appear to have aban'ioned this plan. W'c hear no more 
of the matter tluring the patro(Mi's lifetime. They became g(X)(l 
friends again and went on with the work of annually dispatching a 
?ood-size<l consignment of merchandise to the colony. They paid 
thtir assessments but not until after they had expressly reserved 
their rights by the protest of July i. i^'^i. 

So these diHicultics were taken out of the way of van Rcnssc- 



■•See CCalUefaan. Holland DoeumenU {Doe. rel. to Col. Hist. N. Y.I l:i34> The 
original imCrWDrnt of the same date. p. 125, is MBOng tbc Srchivet of tbc BowUr 
family [see p. 537*39 of Uiis volume 1. N. dc R. 

Here end* the Mcoiid aiiicte hy Mr de Roerrr on the eolmijr of Ren«^larr«irr«k. 
Mr de Rocver intended to continue the account, but first rrrs^inf; (Juliet in ronnriti<in 
with the transfer of the city archives, then the death nf Ki< *ifr .-m'l finally hi* Oi»n 
»uddco death un March 11, 1&93, prevented him from cumplcttng bis ta\k. 
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Charter of the West India Company w 

June J, i6^r 
Original text 

Octroy, liy de Hooge Alogende Hccrcn Statea Gcticrarl, \ erleeiit 
aende West-Indische Compagnie, in date den derden iunij 162 1. 

Dc Statc'ii Gcncracl der .Vcreciiichdc Nc Jcrlaiulcii, Allen den 
geencn die dcsc jegenw oordigc sullen sicn ofte huorcn Icscn, SaluyL 
DO£N TE WETEN, dat \\ y benicrckendc den wclstant dcser Lan- 
den, endc wclvaren vande Ingcsctencn van dicn, principalijck te 
!)csiaen by de Schccp-vaert endc Kuophaiulcl, die van alien ouden 
tijden uyt de scive Landen geluckelijck eiide met grooten z^en 
ghedreven is geweest, op alle Landen endc Koninghrijcken. SCO 
1ST, dat Wy begeerendc dat de voorsz Ingesetenen, niet alleen by 
haerc vooi^cndc Navigatie, Traffijcque ende Hanteringe werden 
gheconserveert, maer oock dat hacr Traffijcque soo veel moghelijck 
souden mogen toe-nemcn, bysonder in confonnite3rt vande Tracta- 
ten, AUiantien, Verbonden ende Enlrecoursen, op de Trafficque ende 
Zee-vaert met andere Princen, Republijccjuen ende Volckeren 
ecrtijts gemaeckt, die wy in alien deelen punctuelick verstaen onder- 
lioudcn endc achtervol^^ht te moeten wenlen : Ende wy by experi- 
entie bevinden, dat sunder ghenieene hulpe. a^>i>tentie ende middelen 
van een GciK-rale ("oinpagnic, niet vruclilliacrlijcks indcn (Juarlicrcn 
liier naer giiedesigneert, ghedreven, l)e>elK'rint ende geinainteneert 
en k;in wurden. niits de gnMjie av(»nlnre \aii Zee-ri >< jveryen, ex- 
tor^ien ende ander.^ints, die i»p >n(» grootc verre re\ >en zijn vallende, 
Soo liebben wy midt> ver>elie\ den ^i-iide andere i^rc i^nante redenen 
endc consideratien ons daer toe ni< ivt i rnde. niel rijpe deliberalie van 
Raede, ende n\1 lio( .eb-drinLjende onr^an ki n. '^'K'{ gevonden, dat die 
Schecp-vacrt, ilandcliiigc ende Cuiiuncrcicti iiide quartieren van 

**For reasons stated in the introduction, it has txrcn deemed advisable to prefix to (be 
traiulations of the Tan Rensselaer Bowitr Mss the fundnnu-ninl documents regulating 
the organization and internal inanatjcment of the W« st Iiuiia C'omjinny. The charter 
vv;is first issued in Dutch, in pamphlet form, in 1G21 (Ashcr, Bibliographical Essay, 
|i. t)f), no. 54); reprinted in pamphlet form with tlie amplifications of June 10. 1623, 
and Feb. 13, 1633, and the a8:reomcnt of June 3t, 1623, in 1623. 1624, 1639 and 164a 
(Ashcr, no. 55-61); also printnl in Dutch in de Lact, Historic ofte laerlijck Verhael, 
1644, intrud. p. I7-16J; Groot I'lacact Bocck, i658 -i797. vol. I, t<d. 565-78; Aitzcma, 
Saken van Staet en Oorloght 1669-71, 1:63-66; and Tjaksens, Zet'PoHiic, 1670. p. 
305-17. The present copy follows the official text of the Groot Piacaet Boeck. 
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Charter of the West India Company^ 
June s, 1621 

Translation 

Charter granted by the High and Mighty Lords the States General 
to the West India Coiiii)an\ , dated the 3d of June 1621. 

Tlic States General of the United Nctlierlands to all who shall 
see these presents or hear them read, greeting. He it known, that 
we, noticing that the prosperity of this country and the welfare 
of its inhabitants consist princijially in navigation and tratle, which 
from time immemorial has been carried on by this country with 
good fortune and great blessing with all countries and kingdoms: 
and desiring that the aforesaid inhabitants not only be maintained 
in their former navigation, commerce and trade, but also that their 
commerce may be increased as much as possible, csi)€cially in con- 
formity with the treaties, alliances, conventions and covenants con- 
cerning coninierce ami iia\ ii^atioii formerly made with other 
l)rinces. rcj)ul)lics and nations, which we intend shall he punctually 
kept and ohserved in all their parts; and llndini,^ hy exjurience that 
without tlie common lulp. aid and niean< of a j^eneral company, 
no profitable l)u>ine<s can i)e carrie 1 on. protected an<I maintained 
in the ])art- hereafter (k>iL;natcd on accouiU <»f the L;reat risk from 
pirates, ext'»rtions and the like, whicli are incurre<l on such lonq- 
and distant voyai^es ; we. therefore, many otiier and dilYeretit Jm cl,'-- 
nant rewiscins and con.siilerations also us thereunto nu>vinL,''. after 
mature ileliheration of Council, and for very pressing causes, have 
resolved that the navigation, trade and commerce in the West 

*^The only trantlation of thtt charter heretofore printed is the very imperfect one in 

Hazard, llisiorical Collections of Stale Papers, l:i2i 31, littrally reprinted in O'Cal- 
Ufban, History of New Netherland, 1:399-407 • for criticism of this see J. F. Jameson's 
article on Usselinx in Papers of the Ameriean Historical Association, 1887, S:t6o. 
S19-20. Translations, differing but sti).Mitly from the present, of the preamble and 
artk-Jc^ i-.l and 43 appear in British lilut; Hook, Venezuela No. 3, (i8</.). p. 53-54; 
"I article 2 in Report of the U. S. CommissiCH on Boundary between I \-ne::uela and 
British Cniamtt, 1896-97, l:iio-ii. 
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Wcst-IiicUen ende Africa eude andercn hier naer ghedesigneert, 
vooruen niet anders en sal wcrden gedrcven, dan met gemeene 
vereenichde macht vande Koopluyden ende Ingesetenen deser Lan- 
den, ende dat tot dien eyndc opgereclit sal worden eene Generale 
Compagnie, die wy uyt sonderlinge affectie tot den gcmeynen wel< 
slant, ende omme de Ingestenen van dien te oonserveren in goede 
Neeringhe ende welvaert, sullen mainteneren ende verstercken met 
onse hulpe, faveur ende assistentie, voor soo veel den jegenwoordi- 
gen staet ende ghestaltenisse der Landen eenichsins kan verdragen, 
ende daer toe te voorsien met behoorlijck Octroy, ende met de 
Privilegien ende Exemptien hier naer volgende, Te weten : 

I. Dat binnen den tijt van vier-en-twintich Jaren, niemant vande 
Ingeboomen ofte Ingesetenen deser Landen, anders dan alleen uyt 
den Naem van dese Vereenichde Compag;nie uyt dese Vereenichde 
Nederlanden, nochte oock van buyten de selve Landen sal mogen 
varen ofte Negotieren op de Kusten cmle Landen van Africa, van- 
den Tropico Cancri, tot Cabo de l)onnc Espcrance, nochte op de 
Landcii van Anicrica. ofte W t>l In lien, hejj^innendc van't Ziiyt- 
eynde van J crra Nova, door dc Slralcn van M ai^tUanes, le Mairc, 
ofte andcic Slratcii cndc I'assai^icn <lacr ontrcnt lihclcijcii. tot dv' 
Strate van Anjan. soo op de Xoort-zec. als o]) de Zuyt-zee. noelitc 
op eeni_L,'e l"!ylan(ien aende eene ende andere zijden ende tns>clien 
beyden [^elegen ; Mitsi^aders op de Auslraelsclie <>fle Znyderlanden. 
strecken'le cnele leggende tn.ssclicn beyde de Meridianen, raeckendc 
in't CX>stcn de Cabo de bonne I^Zsperance. ende in t Wcsten bet ( )ost- 
eynde van Nova Guinea incluys. Ende soo wic sender consent van 
dese Compazine bem sal vervordercn te varen, ofte te Negotieren op 
eenige Plactscn binnen dc* voorsz Limiten, dese Compagnie gheac- 
cordeert, dat sal zijn op de verbeurte vande Scbcpen ende Goederen, 
die bevonden sullen wcrden op de voorsclircve Kusten ende Gewes- 
ten te handelen, dc welcke datelijck ende al omme van wcgen dc 
voorschreve Compagnie, aengetast, ghenomen ende als verbeurt, 
ten behocve v^n de selve gehouden sullen mogen werden. Ende in 
cas soodanige Schepen ofte Goederen verkocht mochten wesen, ofte 
in andere Landen ofte Havenen in-gheloopen, sullen dc Reeders ende 
Participanten voor de waerde vande selve Schepen ende goederen 
mogen werden geexecuteert : Uytgesondert alleen, dat de geene die 
voor date van dit Octroy, uyt dese ofte andere linden, op eenige 
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Indies, Africa and other countries hereafter designated, shall 
hencefortli not he carried on otherwise than with the cotnnmn 
united strength of the merchants and inhahitants of this country 
and that to this end there shall l)c estahlished a general company 
which.. on account of our jjreat love for the common weal and in 
order to conserve the trade and welfare of the inhabitants of thi-^ 
country, we will maintain and strengthen with our help, favor and 
as^i^tance, so far as the present state and conditioti of this country 
will in any way admit, and for that purpose furnish witli a proper 
charter and endow with the privileges and exemptions hereafter 
enumerated, to wit: 

1. That for the 'period of twenty-four years no native or in- 
habitant of this country shall be permitted, except in the name of 
this United Company, from these United Netherlands nor even 
from any place outside of them, to sail to or trade with the coasts 
and countries of Africa, from the Tropic of Cancer to the Cape of 
Good Hope ; nor to or with the countries of America, or the West 
Indies, beginning at the south end of Terra Nova, tlirough the 
Straits of Magellan, le Maire, and other straits and passages sit- 
uated thereabouts, to the Strait of Anjan/'^ neither on the North 
Sea nor on the South Sea, nor to or with anv islands situated on 
the one side or the other, or between both ; nor to or with the 
Australian or South Lands, extending and lying between tbe two 
meridians of the Cajx' of Gf>o{l Hoj>e iti the ea^l. an<l of the ea^t 
end of Xew Guim-a in the west, inclusive. And wliDcver shall 
venture, without the consent of this Com])aiiv. to sail to or to traffic 
with any ])laces within the aforesaid limits granted to this Com- 
pany, shall forfeit the ships and goods which shall he found trad- 
inpf upon the aforesaid coasts and lauds, the which in the name of 
the aforesaifl ronij)any may immediately and everywhere l)c 
'attached, seized and held as confiscated property fr»r the behoof of 
the same. And in case such, ship or g(H»ds shall have been ^^l 1 
or taken to other countries or ports, the owners and partners may 
be levied on for the value of those ship>> and goods; except only, 
that they, who before the date of this charter shall have sailed 
from these or other countries to any of the aforesaid coasts, shall 

"Strait of An/am correspondini; to Berinir Strait "Strictljr sprakitiK. the Strait 
of An Jan is not laid down on the old maps at the same point as our nt-tinf; Strait; 
Iwt that is only becauie the northern Pacific was unknown. As it was the strait 
nippoaed to dfarlde Amcrka from Asia, it exactly coincides with Bering Strait as a 
Unit.'' Report of U. S, Commission ah Bonndary between Veneanela and Britith 
Cmom, l:ioOb 
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der voorsz Kusten uytgeloopcn oftc uytgcsoudcn zijn, huiinc hande- 
linge tottcn iiytkoop hacrdcr gocdt-rcn, cndc wcdcr-kommcn in dcsc 
Landcn, oftc andcrsints, ter cxpiratic loc van hacr ( V^troy, soo sy 
voor dcson cc nich hcl)bcn verkrcj^cn, sullen vermogeii te continucrcn, 
endc langer nict: llchoinK lick dat nacr den eersteti Julij sesthien 
liondert een endc twinticii, dago, endc tijtlc des ingancks van desen 
Octroyc, niemant eenige Schepen ofte goedercn en sal vennogen 
uyt tc seynden naer de Quartieren in desen Octroyc begrepen, al- 
waer't dat voor date van dien dese Compagnie noch niet eyntelick 
en ware gesloten : Maer sullen daer tnne voorsten sulcks als behoort, 
tcgens den geenen die wetens in fraude van dese onse goede mee- 
ninge het ghemeene beste soecken te f rustreren : Welverstaende dat 
de Zout-vaert op Ponte del Re sal mogen werden gecontinueert, op 
conditicn ende Instructien by ons daer van verleden ofte te verlijden, 
sonder aen desen Octroye anders te wesen verbonden. 

II. Dat voorts de voorschreve Compagnie op onsen Name ende 
authoriteyt, binnen de Limiten hier vooren ghcstelt, sal mogen 
maecken Contractcn, Vcrbintenissen ende Alliancien met de Princen 
ende Naturelcn vandc Landen daer inne begrepen, niitsgadcrs al- 
dacr eenige Fortressen ende verseeckcrtheden bouwen, Gouver- 
nenrs, Volck van Oorlof^c. ende Officers van Justitic, ende tot anderc 
nmtelijcke dienstcn. tot consersatie vandc Plactsen, onderhon<linge 
van gocde ordrc, Policic ende Jnstitic: Ecnsanicntlijck tot voordc- 
riiij;c vandc Nccriii.ci^c stcllcn. dcixirteren ende af-stcllcn, endc wcdcr- 
oni anderc in bare plact^c surrogncren, naer syluydcn nacr ;4clcL;cnt- 
lieyt van sacckcii sullen bcviiK'cn te bcliooren ; \'oorts poindatie van 
vrucbtbare endc onhcwoondc Quartieren mogen bcvordcren. ende al- 
les docn dat den dicnst der Landcn. j)ri»riit ende vcrniecrderinj^c van- 
dcn liandcl sal vercyschen. J'jidc sullen «lic vandc Compagnie ons 
succcssivcli jck c< nnniuuiccrcn, ende over Icwrcn soodanige Contrac- 
ten ende Allianecn als sy mcttc voorschreve Princen cndc Natien sul- 
len liebben geniaeelct, mitsgaders de glicK ;L;».'ntlieyt vanden Fortres- 
sen, verseeckcrtheden endc populatien by iienluyden ter handen 
genomcn. 

III. Behoudclick dat sylic<len ecncn Gouvemeur Generael ver- 
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be permitted to continue their trade till they have sold their goods 
and come back to this country, or otherwise until the expiration of 
their charter if they have been granted any before this date, and no 
longer. Provided, that after the first of July, sixteen hundred and 
twenty-one, the day and time of the commencement of this charter, 
no one shall be permitted to send any ships or goods to the places 
comprehended in this charter even if this Company should not 
be fully organized before that date; but proper provision shall 
be made against those who knowingly and fraudulently seek to 
frustrate our good intentions for the common weal ; it being under- 
stood that the salt trade at Ponte del R6 may be continued accord- 
ing to the conditions and instructions already given, or to be given 
by us respecting it, without being in any way restricted by thii 
diarter. 

II. That further the aforesaid Company, in our name and by 
oiir authority, within the limits iRreinhcforc set forth, shall have 
j»r»\ver to make contract-. Icac^ucs and alliances with the princes and 
natives of the countries tlierein conipri-^ed also to huild any fort- 
resses and stmni^MinlJs there; to aj)])' •int,''^ transfer, dischar<;e and 
replace govern* ds. tr(x»ps and officers of justice and fnr other 
necessary services, for the preservation of the places, the main- 
tenance of good or<ler, police and jn-tice, in general for the 
furtherance of trade, a^ according to circuinstances they shall see 
fit ; moreover, they may promote the settlement of fertile and unin- 
habited districts, and do all that the service of this country and the 
profit and increase of trade shall require. And the [directors] 
of the Company shall regularly communicate to us and transmit 
such contracts and alliances as they shall have made with the 
aforesaid princes and nations, likewise [ report 1 the situation of 
the fortresses, strongholds and settlements by them begun. 



III. Provided that when they have chosen a governor general 



*• The translation of art. 2 of this charter, in the Report of the U. S. Com- 
mission on Boundary between Venesnela and British Guiana, l:tio, liM at this point, 
in brackets, the word f^ovide with tl-,o followinR footnote: " This impnttntit vcrli 
omitted in the charter as printed in the Groot Placaet-Boek, in Aitzema, and in 
Tjassens — and so. perhaps, in the original doctiment; but it is sttpplicd. In the new 
charter of 1674, as aenstelten." As a matter of fact, no such omission occurs, f r ll i". 
word stellen which appears further down in connection with the words deporteren 
ende af stetten, refers back to governors, troops and offioera of luaHce. 



92 



NEW YORK STAT£ LIBRARY 



koorcii. cikIc voor licni Instructic gcconcipiccil hcbbcndc, dc sclvc 
(lacr iiacr l)y ons geapprobccrt ciule Comniissic ghcgcvcn sal vv(»r(kMi, 
I'jitlc (lat voorts soodaiiigcn Gouvcrneur Gciicraci, soo wel als an- 
dere Vice-Gouverneurs, Coinmandcurs aide Ufticicrcn, geliouden 
sullen vvesen den eedt van getrouwicheyt aen ons te doen, ende oock 
aende Compagnic. 

IV. Elide indien de voorsz Compagnic op eenigc dor voorsz lUaet- 
sen in schijn van vrientschap bedrogen, ofte qualijck ghetracteert 
hiochte wcrden, oftc dat in 't vertroiiwen van eenige Pcmiingcn oftc 
Koopmanschappen, de selve sonder restitutie ofte betalinge daer 
van te genieten, gehouden worden, dat sy de schade naer ghelegent- 
heyt der saecken, ende naer dat sy best sullen vermogen, sullen doen 
repareren, deur alsulcke middelen als men gevoechlijck sal konnen 
doen. 

V. Ende alsoo tot plantinge, verseeckeringe ende defensie van 
desen handel, oock noodich sal zijn eenich Krijghs-volck mede te 
nemen, sullen wy naer de constitutie van't Landt ende gelcgcntheyt 
van saecken, de voorsz Conipagnie voorsien met soodanich Voick 
van Oorloge, van Commandement ende van Forttiicatien, als noodich 
sal wesen, mits dat die by de Compagnic sullen worden betaelt ende 
onderhouden. 

VI. De welcke boven den Eedt die sy acn ons ende Sijn Exccl- 
Icntie hebben gedacn, oock swceren sullen, hct Commandcnunt van- 
<le voorsz (^)in])ai,niic' vol^cn, entlc hare saecken te hclpcn vuorde- 
rcn naer liacr bcstc vcrmogeii. 

\ II. Dat de Provuostcn vamlc Cotnpagnie acn Lant sullen niogen 
api)rchen(k'rcii Ikt lvriji;.s-volck ende andcr Volck van Oorlogc, dat 
licn in ilic'iisto vaiidc voorsz Conipaj^^nic bci^cvcn hecft, ende de 
glieai)i)rclKii(i(.'cT(k' t'Sclu-cp lircni^'cn, 't zy in wal Stedcn. Plact- 
scn ofte Jurisdiction van dcsc Landcn (k- sclvc l)cvondcn niochtcn 
wcrden, Mits dat dc I'rovoosten te voorcn sullen aensprckcn (!'( )lVi- 
ciers ende Magistratcn vande Sleden ende Plactseii daer sulcks valt. 

VIII, Dat wy egccn Schepen, Geschut ofte Ammunitien van dese 
Compagnic tot dienste descr Landcn en sullen nemcn, dan met con- 
sent vande selve Compagnic. 

IX. Hebben voorts dcse Compagnic. gheoctroyeert, geprivileg^eert 
ende gbegunt, octroyeren ende gunncn mits desen, dat sy met allc 
liare vSchepen ende goedcren vry sullen mogen passeren voor-by 
allc ToUen eenige der Vereenichde Provincien tockomende, ende 
dat sy de selve vryhcyt sullen gebruycken in sulcker voegen als de 
vrye Ingesetenen vande Stedcn deser Landcn daer inne hare vrydom- 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



93 



and prepared inslructiun^ lor liini, tlie same must be approved, 
and the commission given by us ; and further, that ^wch governor 
general, as also other vice governors, commanders and officers, 
shall be obliged to take tlie oatli of all^iance to us and also to tlie 

IV'. And if the aforesaid Company in any of the aforesaid places 
be cheated uader the pretense of friendship or badly treated, or if 
any money or goods entrusted by them be kept without their re- 
ceiving restitution or payment, they may according to circumstances 
and the best of their ability cause the loss to be made good by all 
such means as can properly be employed, 

V. And as it will also be necessary for the establishment, security 
and defense of this trade to take some troops along, we will, ac- 
cording to the condition of the country and the situation of affairs, 
furnish the said Company with such troops for field and garrison 
duty as shall be necessary, provided they be paid and supported 
by the Company. 

Whicli troops, besides the oatli ahcady taken lo us and to 
his Excellency, shall swear to obey the comniautls of the said Coni- 
pariv and to help promote their interests to the utmost of their 
ability. 

VII. That tile provosts of the Company on sh<trc >hall have 
jKJwer to apprehend any soldiers or other of tlie military that 
have eidisted in tlie service of the af(^resaid Company and to r(>n- 
fine them on Ix^ard ship in whatever city, place or jurisdid ii ni of 
this country they may be foutul ; provided the prov(^^ts first inform 

the officers and magistrates of the cities and places where tliis 
occurs. 

VIII. That we will not take any ships, onlnancc or ammunition 
belonging to the Company, for the use of this country, except 
with the consent of the said Company. 

IX. We have further granted, privileged and conceded this Com- 
pany, and do hereby grant aiifl concede, that they may pass freely 
with all their ships and goods without paying toll to any of the 
United Provinces and that they may use this freedom in the same 
manner as the free inhabitants of the cities of this country enjoy 
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men zijn gcniciciidc, oock niet tcgenstaendc cenigc oiivryc Per- 
soonen iii dcsc Compagnic zijn paiticipcrende. 

X. Dat allc tie yuederen die dese Cunipaguie, glieduyrendc den 
lijdt van aeht eerst-koniende Jaren, sullen uyt dese Landen vocrcn 
nae de quartiercn van Wcbt-lndien ende Africa, ende anderc 
binnen dc voorsz Limiten begrepen, ende die sy van daer in dese 
Landen sullen brengcn, sullen wcsen vry van uytgaende ende 
inkomende Convoyen : Welverstaende by soo verre naer de expiratie 
^ande voorschreve acht Jaren, den Siaet entlc gelcgentlieyt deser 
1 -andcn niet toe cn laet dien vrydom van acht Jaeren noch voor een 
tijdt van Jaeren te continueren, dat de selve goederen daer naer, 
nochte oock de waren uyt de quartieren in desen Octroye gedesig- 
neert, ghekomeni ende wederom uyt desen Lande gacnde, iiide 
uytgaende Convoyen ende Licenten, geduyrende den gheheelen tijdt 
van desen Octroye, niet hooger by ons sullen werden beswaert, dan 
die jegenwoordelijck beswaert zijn, ten ware .wy wederom in Oor- 
loge quamen te geraecken, in wdcken ghevalle a)le de voorschreve 
goed^en ende Waren niet hooger by ons en sullen werden beswaert, 
als die op de laeste Lijste by tijde vanden Oorloge beswaert zijn 
gheweest 

XI. Ende op dat dese Conipagnie sonde mogen bestaen by een 
goede Regieringe, ten meesten profijte ende contentement van allc 

de Participanten, Soo liebben Wy geordonneert, dat de selve Regie- 
v'uv^Q sal lAstaen in vijf Kamercn van Bewinthebberen, als een bin- 
nen Amsterdam, die luhlKMi sal de admini>tralie van vier negende- 
parten : een Kamor in Zeelandt, voor twee ncgende-parlen : Ken Ka- 
nier op de Ma/c, V(.M»r een negende-i)art : Ken Kamer in 't Noor- 
der-(|uarticr, voor een nei;ende-part : Knde de vijfde Kamer in 
Vric'slandt, mitsi^adi-rs Stadt ende Landen mode voor een negende- 
part, op de Condilie in het Register van onsc Kesolulicn gestelt, ende 
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thi'ir freedom, ii« itli>laiiilm;^ >o!iic persons wlio arc nut irco 
jiumld be nieniberi ul tliis Cuinpaiiy. 

X. Tiiat ali the l;u(.kL> wliicii thi^ iMiipaiiy <liiriti^- tlie eii^ht next 
trisuiiii^f years shall carry uui oi lhi^ country to thr West Indies 
and Africa, and other places comprised within the aforesaid limits, 
and those which they shall briiijj^ thence into tlii^ country ^hall be 
exempt from outgoing and ingoing convoy charges ; provided, 
that if at the expiration of the aforesaid ei^ht years, the slate and 
condition of this country will not admit of this eight years' free- 
Uum's continuing for another term of years, then outgoing convoy 
charges and Ucensc fees^ on the said goods and merchandise 
coming from the places mentioned in this charter and again ex- 
ported from this country, during the whole term of tliis charter 
shall not he rated higher by us than they are rated at present; 
unless we should be again engaged in war, in which case all the 
aforesaid goods and merchandises shall not be rated higher by us 
than they were in the last list in time of war. 



XI. And in order that this Company may have a !::^ood govcrn- 
nient, to the g'reatest i)rotit and satisfaction of all the participants, 
we have ordained that the said L;uvernnient shall be vested in five 
Chambers of directors — one at Amsterdam which shall have the 
management of four nintlis; one Chrmil)er in Zealand, of two ninths; 
one Chamber on the Mace, of one ninth ; one Chamber in the Noor- 
der-quarticr of one ninth: and ilu- fifth Chaml>cr in I'Viesland t<j- 
gether with Slmit cndc Laiidcn/'^ also of one ninth — upon the 
conditions set forth in the register of our resolutions and the agree- 

*Comvoyen: import and export dutica levied ia 1573 by tl^ province of HoUand 
wd after 1577 by the Statca GetMSiml for the suppoft of Um navy and which entitled 

nrrrhantmen sailing in company to protection by war veiaels. 

■■^ Liccnten: fees paid for license to trade to the enemy's country, first established in 
>$7I bgr the province of Zealand and after 1577 paid to the States General for the 
wptort of the navy. Both taxes, the Conioyen and Licentcn, remained in force after 
tiic treaty of Munster, 1648, but had by that time assumed the character of ordinary 
import and expoit duties. See Groot Ptaeatt Bot€^, lr»»$4^$s$i Jhr J. C de Jonie, 
CeschUdenis tan htt Nederlandschc ZecroeMtn, ltl84-88; Robert Frain. Geschitdtntg d«r 
SttaUinsttUingtn in Nedtrland, p. i8g. 

^ M»ord*rkwani*r: die fomier name of that part of the present province of North 
Holland situated north of thr IJ and the Wijkcr-meer; it included the seven citiea: 
Alkroaart Hoom, Enkbuizcn, Edam, Monnikendam, Medemblik and Purmcrcnde. 

"5lad *n iMtde, or 5fod m Ommetandtn! former name of tiw provlaee of Grooingen, 
refqilng to the city of Groningcn with its surrounding territory and the three coiuMfy 
^Mriftt Bunaingo* Fivelgo and Weaterltwarticr. 
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de Aclc daer van vcrlcdcn : Emlc Millcii ilc I'roviiUicn in«Ic wclckc 
gccn Kaniercn en sullen zijn, met ^uo vclc Bcwiiitiicbbcrcn werdcn 
geaccuninioticert, cnde over dc respective Kamcren verdeelt, als 
syliedeu hondcrt duyuenden guldens in dese Conipagnie furneren 
sullen. 

XIl. Dat de Kanier van Amsterdam sal be^taen van twititich Bc- 
wiiUhebbers: De Kamer van Zeelandt van twaelf: De Kaniercn 
vandc Maze cnde van't Xoordcr-quartier, clck van veertien: l£nde 
de Kamere van \ rieslandt, mitsgaders van Stadt ende Landen, 
niede van veertien Bewinthebbers : Ten ware naemaels bevonden 
wort, dat dit werck nict anders dan met meerder getal van Per- 
soonen uytgevoert sonde konnen werdcn, in welcken gcvalle *t sel- 
ve met kennisse vande negenthien, ende met onse goet-vindinge, en- 
de anders niet, sal mogen werden vermecrdert. 

Xill. Ende werden de Staten vande respective Vereenichde Pro- 
vintien gheauthoriseert, 't zy voor hun Ed: Mog: haere ordinarise 
Gedeputeerdens, ofte voor de Magistraten der Steden haerer Pro- 
vinde, soodanige odre te stellen op de aenteyckeninge vande Partici- 
panten, mitsgaders de verkiesinge vande Bewinthebberen, als sy naer 
de Constitutie vande sdve haere Provintie sullen bevinden te be- 
hooren: Mits dat niemant inde Kamer van Amsterdam tot Bewint- 
hebber verkooren sal worden, dan die geene die inde Compagnie 
voor sijn eygen sal participeren ter somme van ses duysent guldens: 
inde Kamer van Zeelant, ter somme van vier duysent gulden: ende 
inde Kaniercn vande Maze, van 't Noorder-quartier ende van 
Vrieslant, mitsq^aders Stadt ende Landen, ter somme van ghclijcke 
vier duvsent ijuldens, 

Xl\\ Dat de eersle liewintliebbers sidlen dienen den tijt van ses 
Jaren, ende dat men de selve over^treken zijnde, eerst by lotinije 
sal veranderen een derde-part van 't getal vande Bewinthebbers, en- 
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ment^ drawn up respecting it And the provinces in which there 
are no Chambers shall be accommodated with as many directors, 
divided among the respective Qiambers, as the number of hun- 
dred thousand guilders which they shall .furnish to the Company. 

XII. That the Chamber of Amsterdam shall consist oif twenty 
directors ; the Chamber of Zealand of twelve ; the Chambers of the 
Mage and of the Noorder-quartier each of fourteen ; and the Cham- 
ber of Friesland together with Stadt ende Landen also of fourteen 
directors. If it shall hereafter appear that this work can not be 
carried on without a greater number of persons, then more may be 
added after notice to the Nineteen and our approbation, but not 
otherwise. 

XIII. And the States of the respective united provinces are 
authorized to make such regulations, either for their Noble 

Mightinesses' ordinary deputies'"' or for the magistrates of the 
cilic-^ of their province, concerning tlic registratioii of the partici- 
pants and the election of directors, as they think proper, according 
to the constitution of their ])rovince ; provided that no jjcr^on in 
tlie Chamber of Amsterdam shall be chosen a director who shall not 
in his own name participate in the Company {or the sum of six 
thousand guilders; in the Chamber of Zealand for four thousand 
guilders ; and in the Chambers of the Masc, of the Noorder-quartier, 
and of Friesland, with Stadt ende Landen, for the like sum of four 
thousand guilders. 

XIV. That the first directors shall serve for the term of six 
years and that at the expiration of the said term, first one third 
part of the number of directors, selected by lot, shall be changed ; 

** A fifth chamber, to have one ninth of the capital, was reluctantly conceded to 
Friesland and Gronigm upon their ttfninK an agreement dot tt hen door meede sullen 
kcntien vernienttft, en lorder tftfOT in nict moogen pretendccren; cn decsfn in hel 
regngrd van de Costindische Compagnie by continuatie, of verleenen van nieuw Octroy 
VMT deaehe trekktn in eonse^uentie, maar de equipaiie tn Kawtere daar von taaten, 
too en ter plaatse dosetve jeegenwoordig zyn — that they will rest satisfied herewith and 
nuke no further daims; and that they will not make this a precedent in case of ex> 
tension or renewal of the charter of the East India Company, but leave the organization 
and the chamber thereof ais and at the |llacc where they arc a; ; • nL Resolutions 
of Holland and West Friesland, Sept. 19, 1620. Sec also J. F. Jameson, WUlem 
Ussehnx (Papers of the American Historical Association, 1886-87, 2:217-18). 

*The Depatj States: an taetendrt conunittcc appointed bjr the Provincial Suies for 
fit tranMction of daily bmincM. 
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de twee Jaren daer nae gel ij eke derde>pait, ende d'andere twee vol- 
gende Jaeren het leste derde-part, ende voorts successivdick de 
outste in dienste zijnde laten afgaen: Ende dat in plaetse vandc 
afgaende, ofte vanden geenen die voor ofte naer soude mogen 
afiijvich, oft oni andm redenen verlaten worden, by de Bewint- 
hebberen, soo blijvende als af-gaende, mitsgaders by de Hooft-Par- 
tidpanten die in Persoone, ende op hare kosten daer by suUen willen 
komen, drie andere sullen worden genomineert, uyt wddce de 
voorsz respective Pk'ovintien, Gedeputeerdens ofte Magistraten, 
nieuwe Electie van Bewinthebber sullen doen, ende de vacante Plaet- 
sen successiveltck suppleren. Ende sullen voor Hooft-Partidpanten 
ghehouden worden, die voor bun eygen soo veel participeren als de 
respective Bewinthebberen zijn doende. 

XV. Dat men de rekeninge vande equipagie en uyt-rustinge vande 
Schepen mette depcndentien van dien, sal doen drie Maenden naer 
't vertreck vande Schepen, ende een Maent daer na Copyen aen ons, 
ende aende respective Kameren seynden : Ende vande retouren, mits- 
gaders vande verkoopinge der selver, sullen de Kameren (soo dick- 
wils wy dat goct sullen \inden, oft sy vande Kameren daer toe 
versocht werden) Staet aen ons, ende aen malkanderen over 
scliicken. 

XVI. Dat men alle ses Jaren sal maecken gencrale Reeckcninge 
van alle uytrcedingcn ende retonren. mitsgaders van winste ende 
verlies vande Coinpagnic. te welcn, ecu vandc Xcgutic, ende een van- 
der Oorlogc, clck apart: Welckc Reeckcninge in 't oi)cnbaer sullen 
worden gedaen, naer voorgacnde affixie van billcttcn, ten eynde ye- 
der een daer by Interest hebbende, op 't liooren vande selve reeckcn- 
inge sal mogen komen : Ende indien voor de expiratie van 't sevende 
Jaer, de Rceckeninge in manieren voorschreve niet werden gedaen, 
sullen de Bewinthebberen verbeuren heure Provisien, flie tot prof- 
fijt vanden Armen sullen werden bekeert, ende syluyden evenwel 
ghehouden blijven haere Reeekeninge als voorcn te doen, binnea 
sulcken tijde, ende op soodanige peynen, als by ons tegens de ge- 
breeckigen sullen werden gestatueert. Ende sal niet te tnin onder« 
tusschen vande winste vande Negotien uytdeelingc gedaen worden, 
so dickwils als men bevinden sal datter thien ten hondert ^geprofij- 
teert sal djn. 

XVII. Niemant sal, gheduerende den tijdt van desen Octroye, sijn 
Capitad ofte ingheleyde Penningen uyt dese Compagnie mogen tree- 
ken : Gdi jck men oodc gheen nieuwe Participanten sal mogen inne> 
men: Dan indien ter expiratie van vier en twintich Jaren modite 
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and two years after a like third part ; and ajj^ain after two years, 
the last third part; and thenceforth successively, the ohlest in the 
service shall Lk* retired ; and in the place of [eachl retiring director 
or of such as shall at any time die, or for other reason leave a va- 
cancy, three others shall be nominated by the directors, both remain- 
ing and retiring, together with those chief participants who in per- 
son and at their own expense shall care to join them, from which 
number the aforesaid respective provinces, deputies or magistrates, 
shall elect new directors and successively supply the vacancies; and 
they shall be considered chief participants who in their own name 
participate for the same amount as the respective directors. 

XV. That the accounts of the equipment and fitting out of the 
ships, with their appurtenances, shall be rendered three months 
after the departure of the ships and that one month thereafter 
copies shall be sent to us and to the respective Chambers; and the 
Chambers shall (as often as we see fit or they are requested by the 
[other] Chambers) send to us and to each other an account of the 
returns and also of the sales of the same. 

XVI. That every six years a general accountfng shall be made 
of all outfits and returns, as also of all gains and losses of the Com- 
pany, to wit, one relating to trade and one relating to war, each 
separate; which accounts shall be rendered publicly, notices being 
previously posted, to the end that every one who is interested may 
attend the hearing of the said accounts; and if before the expira- 
tion of the seventh year the accounts arc not rendered in the manner 
aforesaid, the directors shall f(»rfeit their commissions, which shall 
Ik; af)propriated to tlie use of tiie poor, and they shall nevertheless 
be held to render their accounts as afore^aitl within >uch time and 
under such penalty as siiall l)e fixed by us respecting tl e delinquents. 
And none the less a dividend shall meantime be declared from the 
profits of the tra<lc as often as it shall be found that ten per cent 
has been gained. 

XVII. No one shall be permitted during the contmiumce of this 
charter to withdraw his capital or sums advanced fron this Com- 
pany; nor shall any new participants be admitted. If at the expira- 
tion of twenty-four years it shall be judged well to continue this 
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goct ghevonden werden dese Conipagnie tc continueren, ofte een 
Nieuwe op te rechten, sal finale Reeckeninge ende estimatie by de 
Negenthien met onse kennisse ghedaen worden, van alle 't geene dese 
Compagnie is toe-behoorende» als cock vande nootelijcke kosten die 
by de selve zijn gedaen, ende yeder een vermogen na de voorsz 
a£-rekeninge ende ghedane estimatien, sijne Penningen te lichten, 
ofte inde volgende Compagnie na advenant van dien, in 't gheheel 
ofte deel, te continueren ofte participeren. Ende sal in sulcken 
gevalle de volgende Compagnie de restanten, die volgens de 
Reeckeninge ende estimatie bevonden sullen worden, tot haren laste 
moeten nemen : Ende de Participanten, die inde Conipa^niie niet sul- 
len goet vinden te continueren, haer contingent betalen, op alsulcke 
termijnen als de Negenthien met onse kennisse ende goet-vinden 
sullen bevinden te behooren. 

XV 111. Dat soo dickwils hct van noode sal zijn ecu Gencrale ver- 
gadcringc vandc vuursz Kaincrcn tc lu)udcn. 't >clvc sal geschicilcn 
by negenticn Persoonen, dacr iiinc u\ t dc Kanicr van .\nl^tL•^da^l 
sullen conii)arc'rcn aclit: u\ t Zcelanl vicr: vandc Maze tu cc : uyt hct 
iXourdei-quartier twee: uyt \ ric.slant, niit>g^aders Stadt ende Lan- 
den twee. W'elvcrstacnde dat den lu-^cntliicnilen I'crs. )(.n, oilc mk) 
veel nieer als wy l' elckcns sullen .L;i)ct vinden, by »»ns sal worden 
gedeputeert, oniuie inde voorsz X'er-adcringe de saeckc vande Com- 
pagnie ten besten te lielpen dirii^crcn. 

XIX. Van welckc ("icnerale \ cr^aderinge vande v« >orsclireve Ka- 
nieren, alle saecken dese Conij)agnie aengaende, verhandelt ende be- 
slooten sullen werden : VVelverstaende dat in saecken van Oorlogc op 
de gcnoinen Rcsolutie, versoclit sal worden onse approbatie. 

XX. De voorschreve Gencrale Vcrgaderingc beschrcvcn zijnde, 
sal te samen komen om tc resolvercn, wanneer mcti sal cquiperen, 
hoe veel Schepen men op clck Qnaiiicr sal sen Icn. dc ( ompagnie 
in 't gemeen bctrelTcjide, sondcr <lat d'ecn oft dander Kanicr yet 
sal mogen aenrichten buytcn dc voorschreve gcmeene Resolutien, 
maer sullen ghehoudcn zijn de selve te effcctueren ende in *t werck 
te stellen. Ende indien eenige Kamcr bevonden werde in ghe- 
breeckc tc zijn de ghemccnc Resoluticn tc achtcrvolgen, ofte te con- 
travenieren, Hebben Wy de selve Vcrgaderingc geauthoriseert, ende 
authoriseren by desen, om soodanich ghebreck ende contraventie 
metten eerstcn tc doen reparcren, wacr inne wy des versoclit zijnde 
haer sullen assistcren. 

XXI. De selve Gencrale Vergaderingc sal ghehoudcn worden 
de eerstc ses Jaercn binncn de Stadt van Amsterdam, ende twee 
Jaren dacr nac in Zeelant, ende soo voorts van tijde tot tijdc inde 
voorsz twee Plaetsen, 
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Company or to erect a new one. a final accounting an«l estimate shall 
be made by the Nineteen, witli our ai^proval. of all that IkIoh^s to 
the Company. an<l aNo of their neces>ary expense>, am, after the 
aiori>ai>l settlement and estimate any one may withdraw lii> money 
or, in proportion thereof, in whole or in part, continue and >hare in 
the siicceedini^ Company; and tlie succeedinti;- Company shall in such 
case take the remainder, which shall be found accordinix to the ac- 
counting^ and estimate, and pay the partici[)a!itN who do n »t think 
nt to continue in the C(»mpany their share at such tinu > at the Nine- 
teen, with our knowledge and approbation, shall think propir. 



XVIII. That so often as it shall be necessary to have a 'general 
Assembly of the aforesaid Chambers, it shall be by Nineteen p?rsons» 
of whom eight shall come from the Chamber of Am<t< rdan., four 
from Zealand, two from the }fact\ two from the Noordcrquartier, 
two from Friesland and Siadt ende Landcn : provided, that the 
nineteenth person, or so many more as we shall at any time think 
fit, shall be deputed by us for the purpose of helping to direct the 
affairs of the Company in the aforesaid Assembly. 

XIX. By which general Assembly of the aforesaid Chambers, all 
matters relating to this Company shall be considered and decided; 
provided, that in matters of war, our approbation of their resolution 
shall be asked. 

XX. The aforesaid general Assembly being summoned, it shall 
meet, whenever they are about to fit out, to resolve how many ships 
they shall send to each place for the account of the Company in 
general, and no individual Chamber shall be permitted to undertake 
anything not included in the aforesaid common resolution but [all ( 
shall be bound to carry it into effect and to execute it. And if any 
Chamber should fail to comply with the common resolution, or be 
found to act in violation thereof, we have authorized, and by these 
presents do authorize, the said Assembly immediately to catisc rep- 
aration to be made for such failure or violation, wherein, on re- 
quest, we will assist them. 

XXI. The said general Assembly shall he held the first six years 
in the city of Amsterdam, and the followincr two years in Zealand; 
and so on alternately in the aforesaid two places. 



I02 NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 

XXII. De Bewintliebbcren die van w^en de Compagnie ghecom- 
niittccrt zijndc, van Huys sullen reysen, 't zy op de voorseydc 
Vergaderinge ofte elders, sullen voor haer teer-kosten ende dach- 
gelden hebben vier gulden 's daeghs, boven de Schuyt ende Wagen- 
vrachten: Welverstaende dat die geene die vande eene Stadt nae 
de andere reysen, om die Kameren als Bewinthebberen ende 
Regierders te frequenteren, egeen dach-gelden ofte reys-kosten en 
sullen ontfangen, tot laste vande Compagnie. 

XXIII. Ende of 't gebeurde dat inde voorseyde Generale Ver- 
gaderinge eenige wichtige saecken voorvielen, daer inne sy niet wel 
en konden verdragcn, ofte dat sy selfs hun souden mogen beswaert 
vinden, om elckanderen te overstemmen, dat 't sdve gclaten sal 
worden tot oiise decisie : Ende 't geene dien acngaende goct gevou- 
den sal worden, sal achtervolght ende na gekomen worden. 

XXTV. iMidc siiUoii alio Int^^csetenen dcscr T.aiulcn. cn<le onck 
van andcre Lantk-ti. by opcn])arc affixicn van ])illcltcn, Ijinncn den 
tijdt van een Macnt nacr date van desen t' atVigcrcn. gcwacrschouwt 
worden. dat sy hintu-n dcii tijdl van vijf Macndcn, innegacnde den 
ecrsten Jnlij di'ses Jaers scstliicji-lioivkTt een-eti-twintich in dcsc 
Compagnie sullen worden ^eadmitteert. ende dat sy hunne 
Pcnninj^en. die ^^y snllen willen in ie^^j^en. snllcn mogen op hrengen 
in drie termijnen: Te wctcn een derde-part ter expiratie vande 
voorschreve vijf IMacnden, ende d'ander twee derde-parten op drie 
achter cen volgende Jaren, ten ware de voorschreve Generale 
Vergaderinge bevondcn. dat men dese Termijnen soude mogen 
verlengen, daer van cic Participanten tc vooren by aflbtie van 
billetten sullen werden gheadverteert. 

XXV. De Schepen vande reyse wcder komcnde sullen wcderoni 
aenkomen ter plaetsen daer sy afgeseylt zijn, ende of door fortune 
van Weder ende Wint, de Schepen van *t cene Quartier uytghe- 
seyldt, aenquamen in het andcr. als die van Amsterdam ofte van "t 
Noorder-quartier in Zeelant ofte indc Maze, ofte die van Zedandt 
in HoUandt: ofte die van Vrieslandt, mitsgaders Stadt ende Lan- 
den in een ander Quartier : dat nict te min elcke Kamer de admint- 
stratie ende bewint van hare uytgliesonden Schepen ende Koopman- 
schappen sal behouden, ende dat sy de selve sullen mogen verse3mden 
ende vervoeren nae de Quartieren daer de Schepen waren uytge- 
seylt, *t zy met de selve ofte andere Schepen. mits dat de Bewint- 
hebbers der solver Kanier, geliondcn snllen xijn liaer selfs in Pcr- 
soon te lateii vinden ter Plactsc daer de Schepen ofte gocdercn 
aenghckomcn zijn, ende gcetie Isacteurs daer over sullen vcrniogen 
te stellen: Alaer in ghevalle haer selfs nict ghclegen en ware te 
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XXII. The directors who by commission of the Company shall go 
from home to attend the aforesaid Assembly or otherwise, shall 
have for their expenses and daily allowance four guilders a day, be- 
sides boat and stage fare ; it being understood that those who go 
from one city to another to attend the meetings of the Chambers as 
directors and managers shall receive no allowance or traveling ex- 
penses at the charge of the Company. 

* XXni. And if it should liai)pen that in the aforesaid general As- 
sembly any weighty matter came before tlicm, wherein they could 
not agree, or even in which one si<le should scruple to impose its 
decision on the other, the same shall be left to our decision : and 
whatever shall be determined upon shall be followed and carried 
into execution. 

XXIV. And all the inhabitants of this country, and also of other 
countries, shall be notified by public jx^sting of notices within the 
month after the date hereof that they may be admitted into this Com- 
pany during five months from the first of July, this year, sixteen hun- 
dred and twenty-one, and that they may pay the money they wish 
to invest in three payments ; to wit, one third at the expiration of 
the aforesaid five months and the other two thirds within the three 
next succeeding 3rears, unless the aforesaid general Assembly shall 
find it necessary to extend the time, whereof the participants shall 
be notified by posting of notices. 



XXV. The ships returning from a voyage shall come to the place 
they sailed from; and if, by stress of wind and weather, the .vessels 
which sailed out from one district shall arrive in another — as those 
from Amsterdam or the Noorder-quartier in 2!ea]and or the Mage; 

or from Zealand in Holland; or those from Friesland, with Stadt 

endc Landau in another district — each Chamber shall nevertheless 
retain the direction and management of the ships and goods it sent 
out and be allowed to send and transport the goods to the places 
whence the vessels sailed, either in the same or other vessels ; pro- 
vided that the directors of that Chamber shall be required to be 
present in person at the place where the vessels and goods shall have 
arrived and not to appoint factors to superintend the business; but 
in case it shall not be convenient for them to travel, they shall com- 
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reyscn, dat sy als dan dc Bewint-hcbberen vande Kamer dacr de 
Schcpcn gearrivccrt zijn, totte administratic sullen coniiiiittcrcn. 

XX\ 1. Als d'ccii oft d'aiKlcr Katiicr cciii^^c Koopnianscliappcii 
oftc retourcii iivt die Ouarticrcn biniicn dc vuorsclireve Limitcn 
bcgrepen, ghekrcgeii hceft, dacr van dat d'andcr nict cn is vcrsicii, 
sal gehoudcn wcsen die Kanicr die ongcprovidccrt is, op liaer 
vcrsoeck naer ghelcgentheyt vande saecke tc providcrcn cnde 't 
goet te scnden, ende als sy uytverkocht sullen hcbben, noch nicer 
le seyndcn. Dat van gelijckcn dc Dcwintlubhercn vande respective 
Kameren, eenigc Persoonen tot de equipagicn, ofte andersints 
uyt andcre Stcdcn daer Kameren oftc Ikwint-hcbbers zijn. van 
noode hebbende, dacr toe de Bewinthcbberen van dese Compagnie 
sullen tnoeten versoecken ende employeren, sonder eenige Factoren 
daer toe te gebruycken. 

■ XXVll. Ende indien eenige Provincien goet vinden ecnen 
Agent te stellcn, om die Penningen uyt hacre Ingesetenen te vcr- 
samelcn, ende in masse in eenighe Kamer in te leggen, ende vande 
uytdeelinge betalinge te voorderen, sal de Kamer ghehouden zijn 
alsulcken Agent toe te laten acces inde selve Kamer, om aldaer 
geinformeert te werden vanden Staet vanden uytgevc ende in- 
komen, mi ende inschulden: Bchouden dat de Penningen by 
sulcken Agent ingebracht, sullen bedragen vijftich duysent gul> 
dens, ende daer boven. 

XXVIII. De Bewinthebbers sullen vande uyt-reyse ende vande 
retouren, mitsgaders vande prinsen voor provisie genieten een ten 
hondert, ende van Gout ende Silver maer een half ten hondert. 
Welcke provisie sal verdeelt worden voor de Kamer van Amster- 
dam vier negende deelen: De Kamer van Zeelant twee negende 
deelen : vande Maze een n^fende deel : van 't Noorder-quartier een 
negende ded: ende van Vrieslant, mitsgaders Stadt ende Landen 
gelijcke negende deel. 

XXIX. Welvcrstaende dat sy-luyden van bet Geschiit, ende dc 
vvacrde vande Schepen niet nicer als cens provisie sullen glienieten. 
Sullen voorts jjcentgc provisie glienieten van Seliei)cn, Gescliut cnde 
aiiders. wacr medc \vy dese Cofupagtiic sullen vcr^tercken : noclite 
Of)ck vande Penningen die sv voor dese C'<>nipai::nie sullen licbten. 
nocbte van dat sy dc Waren beneficicren, riclijck sy tot laste 
vande Compngnie niet cn sullen niMO-en brengen eenigc \^acatie. 
Revs ofte Teer kostcn vande geenige die sy sullen iiiogen eoniinit- 
tcren. om de uytrcedinge te vordcren, ende de Waren daer toe 
noodich te koopen. 
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mit this business to the Qiamber in whose district the vessels ar> 
rived. 

XXVI. If any Chamber shall have obtained any «^oods or returns 
from the places included within the limits of this charter with which 
another is not provided, it shall be rc<iuire(l lo send such goods on 
request to the Cliainber which is unprovided, accordini; U) the situa- 
tion of the case; an<l when tliey iiave sold nul lo >eii<l more. And 
in like manner, if the m.'uiaL;crs of tlie respective C"hanii)ers have 
need of any persons for crews or oilier purp(.>^es, from the cities 
where there are Chambers or directors, they shall re<|uest and em- 
ploy [the aid of] the directors of this Company therefor an I not 
make use of any factors. 

XXVII. And if any of the provinces think fit to appoint an agent 
to collect the money from their inhabitants, deposit the amount in 
bulk in any Chamber, and receive the payment of dividends, the 
Chamber sliall be required to give such agent access, that he may 
obtain information of the state of the disbursements and receipts, 
and of the debts and assets ; provided that the money brought in by 
such agent shall amount to fifty thousand guilders or upwards. 

m 

XXVIII. The directors shall have for commissions one per cent on 
the outfits and returns, and also on the prizes, and a half per cent on 
gold and silver ; which commissions shall be divided — to the Cham- * 
ber of Amsterdam, four ninths; the Chamber of Zealand, two 
ninths; the Mase, one ninth; the Noorder-quartier, one ninth; and 
Friesland with Sfadt ende Landen, a like ninth. 

XXIX. Provided that they shall not receive commissions on the 
ordnance and value of the ships more than once. They shall, more- 
over, have no commission on the ships, ordnance and other things 
with which we shall strengthen the Company, nor on the money 
which they shall collect for the Company, nor on the profits they re- 
ceive from the goods ; nor shall they charge the Company with any 
salaries, expenses of traveling or board of those to whom they shall 
commit the fitting out and purchasing of goods necessary therefor. 
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XXX. De Boeck-houders cndc Cassiers sullen g^esalariseert 
werden tot lastc vande Bewint-hebbers, uyt hare provisie. 

XXXI. De Bewint-hebberen sullen geene Schepen, Waren ofte 
Goederen haer in 't gheheel ofte deel toekomende, aen dese Com- 
pagnie mogcn leveren ofte verkoopen: nochte vande selve Com- 
pagnie eenigc Koopmanschappen ofte Waren ko(^»en ofte doen 
koopen, directelijck ofte indirectelijck, noch portie ofte ghedeelte 
daer ume hebben, op de verbeurte van een Jaer barer provisie, die 
contrarie desen bevonden wert gedaen te hebben, ten profijte van- 
den Armen, ende van haer Bewinthebberschap verlaten te worden. 

XXXII. De Bewint-hebberen sullen ghehouden wesen by afiixie 
van Billietten, te notificeren, soo dickwils sy eenige Waren ende 
Koopmanschappen van nieuws sullen hebben ontfangen, ten eynde 
een yder daer van tijdelick kennisse mach hebben, al eer tot cyn- 
delijcke verkoopiiige sal worden gheprocedeert 

XXXIII. Ende of 't ghebeurde dat onder d'een of d*ander 
Kamer yemandt vande Bewinthebbers in sulcken Staet gheraeckten, 
dat hy niet en konde voldoen 't geene hem sijner administratie 
aengaende, vertrouwt ware, ende daer door eenige scliade mochte ko- 
men, sal wesen tot laste vande Penningen die alsulcke l»e\vinthcbl)eren 
hebben in Conipagnie, de wclcke cock voor haer administratie 
spccialijcken zijn verbonden, 't welck oock piactse sal liebben ten 
respecte van alle dc Participantcn, liie uyt sacckc van koop van 
goederen, ofte andcrsints Dcbilcurs vande Conipagnie soudeii 
mogen wesen, cndc sal gcrccckciit worden in alien scliijne, of haer 
ingeleyiie Penniii^a-n tcgcns 't gccn sy de Conipagnie schuldich 
zijn, van aeubeginne waer ghecompeuseert, ende by recontre 
gedoodet. 

XXXIV. De Bewinthebbers vande respective Kamers, sullen rc- 
sponderen voor hare Cassiers ende Boeckhouders. 

XXXV. Dat alle de Waren van dese Conipagnie, die by den 
gewichte verhandelt sullen worden, verkodit sullen worden op 
eenderley ghewichte, te weten, op de swaerte van *t ghewichte van 
Amsterdam, ende dat men alsulcke Waren sal mogen overslaen 
binnen Scheeps-boort ofte inde Pack-huysen, sonder daer van 
eenigen Accijs. Impost ofte Waegh-gdt te betalen, mits dat de selve 
verkocht zijnde, niet anders sullen mogen worden ghelevert dan 
ter Wage, ende midts betalende den Impost ende Waegh-gelt, soo 
dickwils als sy worden ghealieneert gfadijck andere goederen, die 
Wage subject zijnde. 

XXXVI. Dat men de Persoonen ofte Goederen der Bewintheb- 
bers niet en sal mogen arresteren, besetten ofte beconmieren, om 
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XXX. llie bookkeepers and cashiers shall have a salary paid 
them by the directors out of their oominissions. 

XXXI. The directors shall not deliver or sell to the Company 
any ships, merchandise, or goods belonging to themselves in whole 

or in part, nor buy or cause to be boug-ht of the said Company, 
directly or indirectly, any g^oods or niercliatidi>e, nor have any por- 
tion or ])art llitrcin, un forfeiture by those who shall be found to 
have acted to the contrary of one year's commissions for the use of 
the poor and on pain of being deposed from their directorship. 

XXXII. The directors sliall be ol)hi;ed to i^ivc notice, by p<>>lini; 
of bills, as often as they have a fresli importation of ^oimIs and 
merchandise, to the end that every one may have seasonable knowl- 
edge of it before tliey proceed to a Enal sale. 

XXXIII. And if it should happen tliat in one Chamber or another 
any of the directors should get into such a situation that he could 
not make good what was intrusted to him for his administration and 
in consequence thereof any lo^s siioidd occur, said loss shall be 
charged against the money which such (hrectors have in the Com- 
pany, which [investment! is also especially pledged for tlieir adminis- 
tration; the same shall also be the case as to all the participants 
who, on account of goods purchased or otherwise, shall become 
debtors to the Company, and to all intents it shall be reckoned as 
if the money which they put in had from the beginning been counter- 
balanced and wiped out by what they owe the Company. 

XXXIV. The directors of the respective Chambers shall be re- 
sponsible for their cashiers and bookkeepers. 

XXXV. That all the goods of this Company which shall be dis- 
posed of by weight shall be sold by one standard of weight, to wit, 
that of tiie weight of Amsterdam ; and that all such goods may be 
sold on board ship, or in store, without paying any excise, impost 
or weigh money ; provided that, once being sold, they shall not be 
delivered in any other way than at the Weigh-house and that the 
impost and weigh money shall he paid as often as tliey are alienated 
in the same manner as other goods subject to weigh money. 

XXXVI. That the persons or goods of tlie directors shall not be 
arrested, attached or encumbered in order to obtain from them an 
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van licn te hcbbcn Rceckciiingc van adniitiistratie vande Conipagnic, 
nocli oock om dc bctalinj^c vandc gagicn. oftc loon vandc gcenc 
die sy in diiiKle vandc Conipagnic glichruyckt hcbbcn: Maer do 
gccne die sulcks yet op hcnluyden sal willcn pretenderen, snllcn 
gheliouden zijn de selve te betreckcn voor heur ordinaris Rechters. 

XXXV^II. Soo wanneer eenige Schgpen vande reyse sullen weder 
keeren, snllcn do Gcncracis oft Commandeurs over do Vlooten, 
Schip ofte Schepen ghehouden zijn binnen thien dagen naer haere 
aenkomste, aen ons te konien doen rapport van' 't succes van hare 
reyse, ende daer van sdiriftelijck rapport over geven ende leveren, 
indien de sake sulcx vereyscht. 

XXXVIII, Ende of 't ghebeurde (dat Wy geensints en ver- 
wachten) dat yemant de Scheep-vaert, Negotie, Handelinge oftc 
Traffijcque van dese Compagnie, contrarie het algemeene Recht, 
ofte oock jegens 't inhouden vande voorschreve Tractaten» Ver- 
bonden ende Entre-courssen in eeniger manieren wilde beschadigen 
ofte hinderlijck wesen, sullen hun daer tegens mogen defenderen, 
ende reguleren in conformiteyt vande instructie by ons daer van 
te geven. 

XXXIX. Hcbben voorts belooft ende bclooven mits desen, dat 
wy dese Compagnie tegens cenen yegelick sullen mainteneren ende 
defender en inde vfye Zee-vaert ende Trafficque, ende ten dien 
fine de selvc te Inilpe komen met ecn somme van thien hondert 

duyscnt gnblcns. tc bctalcn in.vijf Jarcn, «lacr van de eerste twee 
lioiidcrl diiy^ciit guldens sullen wordcn gcfurnccrt. soo liacst den 
eerstcn tcrniijn by dc i*arlicip;inteii sal wcscn op glu-bracht : Wei- 
verstacnde dat wy nicttc liclft vandc vw^rschrcvc ihicn hondert 
duyscnt guldens, sullen ghcnictcn cndc dragcn winstc ende risico. 
gelijck alle amlere Participanten in dese Conipagnic genictcn ende 
dragen sullen. 

XL. iuidc in gcvalle door ecu niacbtich cndc gcducrich bdct 
inde voorschreve Zcc-vaert en«lc Trafficque, dc sacckcn in dc Li- 
mitcn van dcsc Conipagnic wienlen gcbracht tot ecu openl)acr Oor- 
loch, .^oo sullen wy dc sclvc Conipagnic. so veel 's Lants gelegenthcyt 
sulcx ccniclisints sonde toe laten, tot hare assistentie ghcven 
sesthien Schepen van C)orlogc, hct minste groot hondert vijftich 
Lasten, met vier gocde well)e-( ' ] !( Jachten, het minste groot 
vecrtich T^isten, zijnde behoorlijck glicnionteert cn le voorsien van 
alles: oock van Metalcn cndc andcr Geschut. ende behoorlijcke 
quantiteyt van Ammunitie, midtsgatlers van dubbelt loopende ende 
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account of the administration of tlie Company nor for the payment 
of the sahiries or waj^^es of th<we whom they have employed in the 
service of the Company ; but those who wish to make any such de- 
mands upon them must bring the matter before the ordinary judges. 

XXXVII. Whenever any ship shall return from a voyag^c. the 
admirals or commanders of the fleets, ship or ships shall be obliged 
to come and report to us the success of the voyage within ten days 
after their arrival and shall make out and deliver a report in writing, 
if the case requires it. 

XXXVIII. And if it should liappen (which we by no means ex- 
pect) that any one ventured to injure or hinder in any way the navi- 
gation, commerce, trade or traffic of this Company, contrary to the 
common law or to the contents of the aforesaid treaties, leagues 
and covenants, tiiey shall have the right to protect themselves against 
such actions and shall govern themselves according to the instruc- 
tions to be issued by us concerning them. 

XXXIX. We have, moreover, promised, and do promise, that we 
will maintain and defend this Company against every person in 
[their rights of] free navigation and trade, and to that end will as- 
sist them with a sum of ten hundred thousand guilders, to be paid 
in five years, whereof the first two hundred thousand 2:uilders shall 
be paid th^m when the first payment shall be made by the partici- 
pants ; provided, that \vi', w iih lialf tlie aforesaid ten hundred thou- 
sand g^uilders. shall receive and bear profit and risk in the same man- 
ner as the other participants of this Company. 

XL. And if by a powerful and continui-d obstruction (d the afore- 
said navii^ation and trade, the affairs within the limits of this Com- 
pany should be brought to a stale of ojK-n war. we will, if the situa- 
tion r>f ilii> couJitry will in any wise admit of it. ,L:ive tliciu for ihcir 
assistance "Sixteen ship^ of war. the smallest one of (tuc hundred and 
fifty lasts burden, with four i^ood. wcll-sailiiiL;' yachts, the smallest 
of forty lasts burden, which shall be pro])erly mounted and provided 
in all respects, both with brass''' and other cannon, and a proper 
quantity of ammunition, together with double suits of running and 



<* Metalen; literallj, tneul, as distinguished from Iron eranon. See De Jonge, 
GeschUdtnis van M NedeHoHdteh* Ztnteatu, cd p. aSi; de Last, Hidorit •ft§ 



no 



NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 



staende Want, Zeylagie, Tottwen, Anckers ende andere toe-behoor* 
ten, sulcks die op alsulcke groote Expeditie befaooren versien ende 
gebrayckt te worden: Bchoudens dat die voorts sullen worden 
ghemant, ghevictuailleert ende onderhouden tot koste vande Com- 
pagnie: Ende dat de Compagnie ghehouden sal zijn daer by te 
voegen ghelijcke sesthien Schepen van Oorloge, met vier Jachten, 
mede gemonteert ende voorsien als vooren, om gelijckelijck tot 
defensie vande Trafiicquc, ende alle Exploicten van Oorloge 
gebruyckt te werden : Midts dat alle de Schepen van Oorloge, ende 
de Koopvaerdye-Schepen (die mede sulcks sullen worden toe- 
gerust ende gcmant als 't bchoort) sullen staen onder een Admirael, 
by ens daer over te stellen, naer voor^aende advijs vande voorsz 
Gcncralc W'rgadcriii.ije : V.ndc sulk n volgcn onse Commandemen- 
tcn, inidtsfxadcrs dc Rcsolutien vande Conipat^'nie. om dcs noot 
zijiidc, i^clijckc'lijck ten Oorloi^c gebruyckt te werden: sulcx noch- 
tans dat de Koopvacrdcrs buytcn noot hare ladingc nict en sullen 
hasarderen. 

XLI. Ende in gtvallc soiule niogen gliebeurcn, dat dc Landen 
in bare I.asten nierckelijck sonden n^ogen worden verlicbt. ende 
dat dese Compagnie in swarc iasten van Oorloge sonde komen tc 
vervallcn : Soo liebl)en wy belooft ende belooven midts desen. dc 
voorschrcvc subsidie sulcks te vermecrderen als den Staet vande 
Landen sal mogen lijden, ende die saecken vande Compagnie sul- 
len komcn te vcreysschen. 

XT.TI. Hebben voorts geordonnccrt, Dat in gevalle van Oorloge, 
alle Prinsen die op die Vyanden. ofte oock op die Zee-roovers 
binnen de voorscbrcve T.imitcn. by dc Compagnie^ of by den geenen 
die den sclven t'hare assist en tic sullen worden by-gevoccht, soude 
mogen werden vcrovert: Oock de goedercn, die uyt krachte van 
onse Placatcn sullen worden aengchacltt na aftreckinge van alle 
nootelicke kosten, als oock vande schade die de Compagnie in 't 
veroveren van elcke Prinsc soude mogen hebben gheleden: mits- 
gaders de ghcrcchtighcyt van Sijn Excellentie als Admirael, in 
confortnite van onse Resolutie, dient halvcn op den eersten April 
Sesthien-hondcrt cndc twee ghenomen : ende bet thicnde-part vande 
Officiers, TJoots-voIck ende Soldaten. die <le Prinsen gedaen sullen 
hebben, sullen blijven ter dispositie vande Bewinthebbers , vande 
voorschrcve Compagnie: Mits dat daer van gchouden sal worden 
Reeckeninge apart, ende verscheyden vande Reeckeninge vande 
Negotien ende Commcrcien: Ende dat bet provcnii vande selvc 
Prinsen sal worden geemployeert tottc equipagie vande Scbepcn, 
ende j^ctalinge van bet Voick van Oorloge, Fortification, Besettin* 
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Standing rigging, sails, cables, anchors and other things thereto be- 
longing, such as are proper to be provideid and used in all great ex- 

fKjditions; upon condition that they shall be manned, victualed and 
supported at the expense of the Company and that the Company 
shall be obliged to add thereto sixteen* like ships of war and 
four yachts, mounted and provided as alxjve, to be used in like man- 
ner fc»r the defense of trade and all exploits of war; provided that 
all the ships of war and nuTciiantinen (which likewise shall he pro- 
vided and niannc*! as is fitting) shall be under an admiral appointed 
by us after previous advice of the aforesaid general Assembly and 
>hall obey our commands, toc^ether with the resolutions of the Com- 
pany, and if need be, shall be used to^^vther for purposes of war, 
in such manner, however, that the merchantmen shall not unneces- 
sarily hazard their lading. 



XLI. And if it should happen that the country should be greatly 
eased of its burdens and that this Company should be put to the 
heavy charges of war, we have further promised, and do promise, 
to increase the aforesaid subsidy in such manner as the situation of 
this country will permit and the affairs of the Company shall re- 
quire. 

XLII. We have moreover ordained that in case of war all the 
prizes which may be taken from enemies and pirates within the 
aforesaid limits by the Company or those who have been sent to its 
assistance; also the goods which shall be seized by virtue of our 
proclamations — after deducting all necessary expenses and the 
damage which the Company may have suffered in taking each prize, 
together with the dues of His Excellency as admiral in chief agree- 
able to our resolution to that effect adopted on the first of April, 
sixteen hundred and two, and the tenth part for the officers, sailors 
and soldiers who have taken the prize — shall remain at the disposal 
of the directors of the aforesaid Company ; provided that the account 
of them shall be kept separate and distinct from the account of trade 
and commerce, that the net proceeds of the said prizes shall be em- 
ployed in fitting out ships, paying the troops, fortifications, garri- 
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gfcii clule dicrgc'lijckf sacckcn van Oorlogc endc dcfensie te Water 
cinle tc r.ande depcndcrendo. sondcr dat men dacr van sal doen 
ecnigc distributic, ten ware dat het selfde provenu soo groot wcrdc 
bevonden, dat men sonder swackinge vande selve defensie, ende 
nae dat d'onkosten vande Oorloge sonde zijn bctaelt, eenige 
mcrckclijcke parthj-e smulc mogen nyt deelen, de wclcke geschieden 
sal apart cnde ghescheydeii vande distributien vande Commercial. 
Ende sal de verdeylingc gedacn worden, ecn thiende-dcel voor de 
getneene saecke vande Vereenichde Nederlanden, ende de reste 
onder de Participanten van dese Compagnie, elcke ponts gelijcke, 
naer rate van sijn ingeleyt Capitael. 

XLIII. Behoudelick nochtans, dat aUe de Prinsen ende goederen, 
uyt krachte vande Placaten aengehaelt, in-ghebracht ende te Rechte 
gestelt sullen moeten worden, ter judicature vancle Rade ter Ad- 
miraliteyt vande Quartieren daer die in ghebracht sullen zijn, om 
by de selve kennisse genomen, ende ghesententieert te worden op 
de deuchdelijckheyt ofte ondeuchdelijckheyt vande selve Prinsen: 
BHjvende niet te min hangende den Processe d'admistratie vande 
inghebrachte Goederen by de Compagnie, ende dat onder behoor- 
lijcken Invcntaris, ende behoudens de Revisie vande geenen die 
by Sententie vande Aflmiralitcyt ghegravcert soude mogen zijn, in 
conformiteyt vande Instrnctie aen die vande Admiralite\t gegeven : 
Welvcrstacndc, dat de \'en<Iu-Meesters ende andere Officiers vande 
Admiraliteyten. p^een Reclit snllen genieteii ofte mogen prctcnderen 
vande Prinsen die l)y dese 0>mj)agnie snllen worden ghcbeneficieert, 
entle <laer in sy nitt en zijn geemployeert. 

XLI\'. De r.evv itithehhers vati dese Compagnie sullen solem- 
nelijck heltwiven ende '^weeren. dat sv Iniii in bare admini>tratic 
wel (Mide gbetronweli jek sullen dras^cn. i^itedc ende denebdelijeke 
Reeekeningbe doen van bare bandelinge: Dat sy in alles snllen 
bevoordereu 't meeste profijt vatnle Compagnie. ende der selver 
schadc bcscbutten, soo veel mogclijck sal zijn : Dat sy den meesten 
vande Participanten, in 't opbrengen cnde uytdeylingc vande Vcu- 
ningen. niet meer voor<lceI en sullen doen nl- den !nin«;ten: Dat 
sy in 't innen ende ontfangcn vande uytstaende scbulden, den eenen 
niet meer als den anderen sullen verscbooncn: Dat sy voor hacr 
eygcn Recckeningc participeren, ende glicdnyrcnde haer Bewint- 
hebberschap sullen blijven participeren, alsulcke somme van Pen- 
ningen als by desen Octroyc zijn gcordonncert : Midtsgaders dat 
sy alle ende een yeder vande poincten ende Articulen in desen 
vermelt, voor soo vcel haer aengact, sullen nae komen cnde onder- 
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sons and like matters of war and defense, by sea and land, and that 
there shall be no distribution unless the said proceeds shall amount 
to so much that a notable share may be distributed without weaken- 
ing the said defense and after paying the expenses of the war, which 
distribution shall be made separately and apart from that on account 
of trade ; and the distribution shall be made, one tenth part for the 
use of the United Netherlands and the remainder for the partici- 
pants of this Company, in exact proportion to their invested capital. 



XLIII. Provided, however, that all llic prizes and goods taken by 
virtue of our pnx'lainalioiis sliall be brought and tried before the 
council of the admiralty of tlie <li>trict to which they are hrougiit, 
tliat it may take cognizance of them and <letermine the legality or 
illegality of the said prizes, the a<lministration of the goods brought 
in remaining, nevertheless, with the Company, pending the process, 
and that under a proper inventory, and saving to those who might be 
injured by the sentence of the admiralty the right of appeal, agree- 
able to the instructions given the admiralty; provided that the ven- 
due masters and other officers of the admiralty shall neither receive 
nor claim any fees from prizes which shall be sold for the benefit 
of this G>mpany and in [connection with] which they are not cm- 
ployed. 

XLI\ . The directors of thi> t ompany ^liall solemnly promi--e 
and swear that they will act well and faithfully in tluir adminis- 
tration and render good and just account^ of their transactions; 
that they will in all tilings consult tlu- greatot profit of the Comj)anv 
and. as much as i)()ssil)|c^ prevent its meeting with losses; that they 
will not give the greatest participant any greater ailvanlage in the 
payments or distribution of money than the least; lliat. in collecting 
and receiving outstatvUng debts, they will not excuse one more than 
another; that they, for tlieir own accoimt. will invest, and during 
the continuance of their administration will continue the invest- 
ment of all such sums of motiey as by this charter are stipulated; 
and moreover, that they will, as far as concerns them, to the utmost 
8 
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houden, doen nae komen ende onderhouden naer haer uyterste 
vemiogcn. 

XLV. Alle welckc Privilegien, Vryhcden ende Exempticn, mits- 
gfaders de assistentie hicr vooren verhaclt, in alle hare voorsz 
Poincten ende Articulen, \vy dc voorsz COmpajT^nic met goede ken- 
nisse van saccken liebbcn ghegnnt, vcrlccnt, hclo^ft ende tocgeseyt : 
Gunnen, verleenen ende toeseggcn licn mits dcscn : TJcloovcnde hen- 
luyden de selve te doen, ende latcn genietcn nistclijck ende 
vredelijck. Ordonncren cock dat de selve sullen worden onder- 
houden ende achtcrvolcht by alle Overichcden, Officicren ende 
Ondersaten van dcsc W-rccniclu'e Ncderlan<lc'n. sonder daer jegens 
tc doen directclick cf in<lircctelick. '^nn n-eynicli l)innen. als buytcn de 
selve Vereenichde Nederlanden. op pcyne van daer over als Bcletters 
van 't ghemccn welvaren der selver Landen. ende Overlreilers van 
onse Ordonnantie gestraft te wordcn aen Lij£ ende Goet. Be- 
loovende daer en boven, dat wy de Compagnie, in 't innehouden 
van desen onsen CXrtroye, sullen mainteneren ende staende houden, 
by alle Tractaten van Payse, Alliancien ende Enter-coursen met de 
nae-gebuyre Princen, Rijcken ende Landen, sonder yet ghedaen ofte 
gehandelt te worden dat tot verminderinge van desen sonde mogen 
strecken. Ontbieden daerom ende bevelen wel expresselijck alle 
Gouvemeurs, Justicieren, Officieren, Magistraten ende Inwoonders 
der voorschreve Vereenichde Nederlanden, dat sy de voorschreve 
Compagnie ende Bewinthebbers van dien, rustelijck ende vredelijck 
laten ghebmycken het volkomen effect van desen Octroyb, Consent 
ende Privilegie : Cesserende alle contradictien ende empeschementen 
ter contrarien. Ende op dat niemant hier van ignorantie en pre- 
tendere, Soo hebben wy belast, dat het sommier inhouden van desen 
Octroye by publicatie ofte aflfixie van Biljetten sal worden genoti- 
ficeert, daer, ende soo het behooren sal: Want wy 't selve ten 
dienste vanden Lande bevonden hebben te behooren. Gegeven 
onder onsen grooten Zegcl, Paraphure ende de Signature van onsen 
Griffier, in *s Graven-Hage. op den derden dach der Maent van 
Junio, in 't Jaer sesthien-hoiitlcrt ccn-cndc-twintich. Was ghepara- 
phccrt, /. Magnus,"-'^- Onderstondt, Tcr Ord«)nnantic vande IIoocli- 
gbcnu'ltc TTccrcn Staten (lencraol. r)iulortccckcnt, C. .-Icrsscn. 
ITcbbcndc con uythangcnde Zegcl van rcK)dcn Wasschc aen een 
koorde van witte zijde. 
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of their power, observe and keep all and every the particulars and 
articles herein contained. 

XLV. All of which privilci^cs. freedoms and exemptions, toc^ctlier 
w^ith the assistance above nienlioned. in all their points and articles, 
we have g^ranted, allowed, promised and pledged to the aforesaid 
Company, and do hereby g^rant, allow and pledge with full knowl- 
edg-c of the matter, promising to allow them to enjoy the same 
quietly and peaceably. W e likewise order that the same shall be 
kept and ohstrved by all magistrates, ot^cers ami subjects of these 
L'nited Netherlands and that they shall not <lo anything contrary to 
the same directly or indirectly, either within or without the said 
United Netherlands, upon pain of being |)unished therefor both in 
person and property as disturbers of the common welfare of this 
country and transgressors of our ordinance. We further promise 
that we will maintain and uphold the Company in the contents of 
this our charter, by all treaties of peace, alliances and covenants with 
the neighboring princes, kingdoms and countries, without suffering 
anjrthing to be done or transacted that might tend to diminish its 
value. Wherefore we expressly charge and command all governors, 
justiciaries, officers, magistrates and inhabitants of these United 
Netherlands to permit and suflPer the Company and its directors 
to enjoy quietly and peaceably all the benefits of this charter, license 
and privilege, ceasing all opposition and obstruction to it. And in 
order that none may pretend ignorance of this, we have ordered a 
summary of the contents of this charter to be publicly proclaimed 
and placarded wherever necessary, for we have found this to be for 
the best interests of the country. Given under our great seal, 
paraph and the signature of our secretary, at the Hag^e, on the third 
day of the month of June, in the year sixteen hundred and twenty- 
one. Was paraphed, /. Magnus/*- Underneath was written: By 
order of the aforesaid Honorable Lords the States General. Sub- 
scribed. C. Aerssen. Having a seal pendent of red wax, on a cord 
of white silk. 
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Ampiiiication of the charter of the West India Company* 

June 10, 1622 
Original text 

Ampliatie van 't Octroy: Waer inne de Zoiit-vaert op Puncto del 
Rey buyten de Compagnie vcrbodcn wert: Mede den tijdt van 
inleggen geprolongeert, &c. In date den 10 lunij 1622. 

De Staten Generael der Vereenichde Nederlanden, Allen den gee- 
nen die dese jegenwoordige sullen sien ofte liooren Icsen, Saliiyt. 

DOKX TIC WETRX. Alsoo liicr bevoorcns sccckcr Ampliatie 
van 't Octrr>y aen dc Wcst-In<lische Compagnie vcrlcciit. tot mcer- 
der voortscttini^c eiulc bcvortlcringc vantle sdve, by ons uyt 
gcgevcn ciulc in forme van riacnet over al is gepublicccrt, luydende 
van vvoorde tot woorde als volcht: 

De Staten Generael der Vereenichde Nederlanden, Allen den 
geenen die desen sullen sien ofte hooren lesen, Saluyt. Alsoo wy 
naer rijpe deliberatic van Raede, tot welstant descr Provintten, 
ende welvaren vande goede Ingesetenen van dien, hebben doen 
bcsluyten een Compagnie van Negotie ende Trafficque, alhier in 
dese Nederlanden, op dc West-Indien, Africa, ende andere Plaetsen 
in onsen voorgaenden Placate vanden negenden Junij inden Jare 
sesthien-hondert cen en twinticb <;cdcsigneert, met verbodt, dat 
geene Ingeboomcn ofte Ingesetenen descr Landen, binncn den tijt 
van vier-en-twintich Jaren, naer den eersten Julij doen eerst- 
komende. en sniiden vermogen te varen ofte Negotiercn binnen de 
solve Liinilcn, uyt^dicsondcrt allecn die by den Octroye aende 
voorsz Compairnic verlocMit zijn, too-jLTclatcn om Sont te moj^cii 
varcii o]i I'lnito <UI Rev, op lict Kc-L^lemcnt l)v ons dacr o]» 
gbomacckt. nflc nocli te maockcn : KtkIc dat W y dc saccke nacrder 
over gluMncrckt. voor d*T T.an lofi dicnst. ende tol vor<lcringo vandc 
vtxirsz fjeoctn wrck- C'nmpai;nic. dion^licli ende nnodicli fjbevondcr. 
liohhon dc v<mrs/. Snutvacrt op l\int<> del Rev. in<k' sclvc Com- 
pa.G^nic mcdc te inci trpnrcren. S* '< ^ k^ T. tkat Wy. blijvciidc f^ns 
voori^acndc Pkacaet vanden nci^en^k^n Junij in svjn qchccl. mc<k^ 
fjcintcnlicccrt ende vcrbodcn hcbbcn, intcrdiccren ende verbicdcr 

> Printed with other doctraienta in pamphlet form in i6a3, i6s4> 1639 and 164a {Aaher, 

no. 55-61): also in part in He T.nrf, l!',<;'orir oftr Tirrlirck Vcrhael. infrod. p. fi?!. 
and by way of recital in the confirmation of Feb. 16, 1623, in Groot Ptacaet Bot<k, 
▼0I. T. eol. S79-S*t which text has been used for tlie present copy* An imperCtct 
tran^iati n f tbc part printed in de Lact Is found in Hsnr^p Hittorieti Cttk^inu •f 
Stott Paptn, 1:149-50. 
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Amplification of the Charter ol the West India Company 

June 10, 1622 
Translation 

Ainplitication of tlie charier; wlicrcin tlic Mill trade to I'lincto del 
Key is forbidden except to the Conipany; aUo the lime of sub- 
scription extended, &c. Dated June 10, 1622. 

The States General of the United Netherlands, to all those who 
shall sec these presents or hear them read, greeting. Be it known, 
that whereas heretofore a certain amplification of the charter 
granted to the West India Company, for the further promotion and 
benefit of the same, has been published by us and brought to pub- 
he notice everywlicre by means of phicards, reading word for 
word as follows: 

The States General of the United Netherlands to all who shall 
see these presents or hear them read, greeting. Whereas we have 
after mature deliberation of council, for the benefit of these 
provinces and the welfare of the good inhabitants thereof, caused 
a company to be formed here in these Netherlands for commerce 
and trade to the West-Indies, Africa and other places mentioned 
in our former proclamation of the ninth of June, in the year 
sixteen hundred and twenty-one, with a prohibition that none of the 
natives or inhabitants of this country for the term of twenty-four 
years from the first of July next following should sail or trade 
within the said limits, except only those who under the charter 
granted to tlie aforesaid Company are permitted to carry on the 
salt trade to Punto del Rey under the regulations therefor adopted 
or to be adopted by us: whereas upon reconsidering that matter, 
we find that it is useful and necessary for llie service of tliis conn- 
try and for pronidting the aforesai I chnrtere 1 0>nij)any to vest 
the aforesaid salt tra'!e to Punto del Rcy al^o in the said Company: 
Therefore we (our former proclaniation <»f the ninth of June re- 
maining in full force) have also interdicted and forbidden, and by 
these presents do interdict and forbid, the natives and inhabitants 
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by descn, dat geciie Inghebi)ornen ofte Iiighcsctciicn descr Landcii, 
biiincn den tijt vande voorsz vier-cn-twinticli Jarcn, uyl dese Nedcr- 
landen, nochte de voorsz liigcboorncn ofte Ingesetenen, oock uyt 
eenige andere Kijcken ofte Landen, directelick ofte indirectelick 
en sullen vennogen te varen op de voorsz Sout-vaert van Punto del 
Rey, anders als uyt den Name ende van wegen dese Compagnie, 
willende ende ordonnerende, dat alle andere Ingeboorncn ende In- 
gesetenen, "die ter contrarie hen vervorderen sullen te doen, ofte 
bevonden sullen konnen werden gedaen te hebben, verbeuren sullen 
Schip ende Goederen, die datelijck aen getast, ende ten behoeve 
vande voornoemde Compagnie verbeurt ghehouden sullen werden. 
Ende indien soodanige Sdiepen ende Goederen souden mogen wer- 
den daer naer verkocht, ofte in andere Landen ofte Havenen 
gebracht, Hebbcn wy geordonneert ende ghestatueert, ordonneren 
ende statueren by desen, dat de Reeders ende Participanten van 
dien, in dese Landen woonende, ofte hier ghegoet wesende, voor 
de waerde van dien sullen wesen convenibel, ende gheexecuteert 
mogen werden. Wy hebben mede goet gevonden den tijdt om in 
dese Compagnie te mogen komcn, te prolongeren, gelijck wy doen 
by desen voor den Ingesetenen deser Landen, tot den lesten JuHj 
toekomende, nieuwen slijl incluys: Ende voor den Uytheemschen 
tot den laetsten Septembris, nicde nieuw cii stijle daer aen volgende, 
ende oock inclusive. Ende en sal naer dien tijdt nieniant nicer tot 
eenige teeckenin^c ofle inlatinge inde Compagnie werden glicadinit- 
teert, ten cyude alle de geene die inde voorsz Compagnie noch sullen 
willen komen, binnen den selvcn tij«ll als nocli, ondcr eenige vande 
Directeurs daer toe gestelt, mogen teyckeneu ofte doen teyckenen 
voor sulcken somme van pcnningen als baer goct duncken sal inde 
selve te heridercn: Willende mede <lat de cerste ses Weecken gheex- 
pireert zijnde, uyt de l)equaemste, ervarenste, ende meest ingeleyt- 
hel)bende .Participanten, datelijck gheeligheert, geniaeckt ende ge- 
stelt sullen werden de Bewinthebberen vande vuornocmde Compagnie, 
in conformiieyt vanden Octroye, ende dat de selve als dan promp- 
telijck sullen procedcren tot d*ef]m'iiagic. om de gheoctroyeerde 
Navigatie ende Ilandelinge datelijck b> dcr iiandt to nemen, ende 
in 't werck tc stellcn. luide want wy willen dat alle 't gunt voorsz 
is, vast ende bondich blijve^ ende also onderbouden werde in Recht 
ende daer buyten, Hcbljcn wy versocht de Staten ende Stadthou- 
deren der respective Provincien van Gelderlant ende Zutphen, Hoi- 
lant ende West-Vrieslant, Zeelandt, Utrecht, Vrieslant, Ovcr-Yssel, 
ende van Groeningen ende Onunelanden : Midtsgaders der selver Ge- 
conunitteerde Raden, ofte Gedeputeerde Staten, gelijck oock den 
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of tliis country, during the term of tlie aforesaid twenty-four 
years, to sail out of tlie>e Netherlands, as also out of any other 
kingdom or country, directly or indirectly^ in the said salt trade to 
Punto del Rey, except in the name and on behalf of this Com- 
pany; willing and ordaining that all other natives and inhabitants 
who shall venture to do, or shall be found to have done anything to 
the coQtrary hereof, shall forfeit ship and goods which shall be 
immediately seized and confiscated for the boielit of the aforesaid 
Company. And if such ship and goods should thereafter \yc sold 
ur brought into uther countries or purls, we liave ordained and de- 
creed, and do hereby ordain and decree, tliat llie owners and par- 
ticipants thereof, living in this country or ownintj property here, 
shall be liable for th.e value tlicreoi and that execution may issue 
against them. We have also deemed fit, as we hereby deem fit, to 
extend the time of entering this Company for the inhabitants of this 
country till the last of July next, new style, inclusive, and for 
foreigners till the last of September, also new style, next ensuing, 
and also inclusive. And after that date no one shall be admitted 
or allowed to make any subscription to this Company, so that all 
those who still wish to be admitted to this Company may within 
the time aforesaid subscribe or cause subscription to be made before 
some of t!ie directors thereto appointeil fur such sums of money as 
they shall sec tit to invest in the same. We further desire that 
immediately after the expiration of the hr.>t six weeks, from the 
most able and exix-ricnced participants who liave made the largest 
investments shall be elected and appointed the directors of the afore- 
said Company, in accordance with the charter, and that the same 
shall thereupon promptly proceed, to the equipment of vessels in 
order to begin at once the granted navigation and trade. 

And desiring that what is above written shall be observed and 
maintained, in law and without, we have requested the States and 
Stadtholders of the respective i)rovinces of Gelderland and Zutphen. 
Holland and West-Friesland, Zealand, Utrecht, iViesland, Over- 
Vssel, and of Groningen an ! ( )mmclan<len. together witli tlie 
Deputy Councils or States of the same, and the Qiancelor, Fresi- 
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Cancelaer, Presidenten endc die vande Justicie vaiide voorsz Landen: 
Elide voorts belast ende geordonneert, gelijck Wy belasten ende or- 
donneren mits desen alle Collegien vande Admiraltteyten, alle Ad- 
miralen, Oversteii, Colonnellen, Ritnieesters eiide Capiteynen, te 
Water ende te Lande: Mitsgaders alle Justicieren ende OfKcteren, 
dit aldus te houdcn ende doen houdeii, eiule in 't Sententieren heur 
daer nacr te regulcrcn, sonder cenige indrachte ter contrarien. 
Endc op (lat nieniant hicr van cenii4c ignorantic cn prctenderc, 
\ crsocckcn cndc onlbicdcn \\ y alle ( )vc'rlK'ydcn, Magisiratcn, 
( )tticicrs cndc Justicieren binncn dcsc X'crccnich.lc Xcdorlandcn, die 
lict eenichsi!it> aenjj^acn niach, dat sv desen alonune doen verkon- 
digcn, uytr()ei)en ende publiceren, daer men gliewoon is nytroepinge 
endc publieatie le doen: Want \vv 't >elve voor den dienst vande 
Landen ende de i^oede In.L^eseleiien van dien Ijevonden licbben to 
bcbooren. Aldus ghtdaen cn gearresieert ter X'eri^a lcringc vande 
1 leeren Staten (jencrael, in *s Graven-1 lai;e. desen tbienden Junij 
in 't JacT ons llcereii duysent scs bondort twec-en-twinticb. Was 
gheparai)beert, A', zander Mccr,""^ Onder stont, Ter Ordonnantie 
vande Hoocii-ghcinelte 1 leeren Staten Generael. Geteeckent, C. 
Aerssen, , 

Endc dat de voorsz Compagiiie dcur eenige heure Gecommit- 
teerdeii naeder bant klacrlijck hebben gheremonstreert ende ver- 
toont, boe die niecste ende grootste teyckeninge daer op princi- 
palijck is gevolgel. in voegen dat men sonder 't selve geensints tot 
snrti>ante ( ajjitalen sonde bebl>en konnen geraecken, overniits bet 
nieeremieel der J 'articipanten een lundanientale Staet van voor- 
>eeektr geu in grt k >telijcks daer i»p geniaekt, ( )n> over snicks ver- 
snrekendc, w y baer de buven-gbocbreven Anipliatie lot barcn con- 
tentenieiite cndc nuerder gbewisbcyt, oock amputatie van alle 
di>pulen ende conlrabanden met onsen grooten Zegel gbccoii- 
lirmeert endc bevestiget. grootgun>ticb wildcn met deelcn ende 
toekonicn iatcn. SUO J S T, day wy ons in alles genegen vindende, 
onime de voorschrevc West-lndiscbc ( «>mi)agiiie gunstelijck te 
favoriscrcfi. nae rijpe dcliberatie. met voile kennisse van saecke 
gheaccordeert Iieblx'ii, cndc accorderen mits dosen, dat de boven- 
genocmde Anipliatie ten line voorsz met onsen grooten Z^el gbe- 
confirmeert ende bevesticlit werde. Aldus gedaen in onse Vcr- 
gaderinge onder onsen grooten Zegele, Paraphure, ende de Sig- 
nature van onsen Griffier, in's Graven-Hage opten sesfhtenden 
I'^ebruarij 1623. Was geparapheert, /. Magnus,"*' Opte Plijcque 
stondt, Ter Ordonnantie vande hoocU-gcmelte I leeren Staten Gene- 
rael. Geteeckent, C. Aerssen. 
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dents and officers of justice of the said provinces, and have further 
charged and commanded as we hereby do charge and command all 
boards of admiralty, alt admirals, commanders, colonels, captains 
of horse and ftxit. on water and on lantl, together with all officers 

uf justice, to observe the same and to cause the same to Ik- o\y- 
served and in ren<lerinLr sentence to govern ihem-^elves accordingly, 
without suffering any violation whatsoever. .\nd in order that no 
one may pretend ignorance hereof, we request and summon all 
authorities, magistrates and officers of justice within these United 
Netherlands, whom it may in any wise concern, to have this am- 
plification proclaimed, promulgated and made public wherever it 
is customary to have such proclamation and promulgation made; 
for we deem this fit for the service of this country and its good 
inhabitants. Tlius done and passed at the meeting of the Lords 
States General, at the Hague, this tenth of June in the year of our 
Lord one thousand six lumdred and twenty-two. Was paraplied, 
A'^. I'audcr Mccr,^^- I7n<lerncath was written : V>y order of the 
aforesaid honorable Lords the States General. Signed, C. Acrsscn. 

And whereas the aforesaid Company through some of their dep- 
uties have later remonstrated and dearly shown that the majority 
and the larjSfest of the subscriptions were thereupon made and that 

without this amj>lituation no sutricient cajiital could have been 
brought together, inasmuch as the majority of the j)artici|)ants 
largely counted on this as os'^ential for a^^iircl profit, and therefore 
request us that, for their satisfaction and further security, and also 
to prevent all disputes and contraband trading, we do them the 
favor to grant them this amplification confirmed and ratified under 
our great seal ; Therefore, being in every way willing to favor the 
aforesaid West India Company, we have after mature deliberation 
and with full knowledge of circumstances granted, and hereby do 
grant, that the aforesaid amplification, for the purpose aforesaid, 
be confirmed and ratified under our great seal. Thus done in our 
meeting under our great seal, paraph and signature of our secre- 
tary, at the Hague, on the sixteentli of I^bruary 1^)23. \\'as ])ara- 
phed, /. Marpius,"^- On tlie fold was written: Hy order of the 
aforesaid honorable Lords the States General. Signed, C. Acrsscn. 
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Ampiincaiion of the charter of the West India Company^ 

February /j, 162s 
Original text 

Amphatie vaii't Octroy, In date den dcrthicndeu Februarij ses- 

. tien-hondert drie-eii-twintich. 

De Staten Generael der Vereenichde Nederlanden, Allen den 
geenen die dese jegenwoordige sullen sien ofte hooren lesen, Saluyt. 
DOEN TE WETEN, dat wy op den vier-en-twintichsten Martij, 
Anno scsticn-hondert twee-endc-twinticli voorlcden, in onse Vcrga- 
deringc gehoort hcbbcndc, 't gccne van \s e^cii dc Hccrcn Staten van 
Hollant ende \Vcst-\'ricslandt, door seeckcrc extraordinaris Gede- 
putcerdeii voor gedragon i^, dat onmie to hetcr te vordercn de West- 
Indische C'onipagnie, de S<>ut-vaert np de Puncto del Rey, gelegen 
binncn de Limiten van 't ( )ctn»y van-le selve Conipagnie, ende te 
vo<.)ren daer van gccxci])iccrt. in "t v(H>rn(vende Octroy nootsacckelijck 
diende ende moclite werdeii begrepeii, ende alio andere Sout-vaerten, 
bnyten de Limiten van 't I )ctr«)y L,^ek\i!:cn. vry ende daer buyten ghela- 
ten. Dat mede de Hooft-Participanten vande voorscbreve Conipag- 
nie, mogen hebben dc noniinatic van tripel glietal, daer uyt de Be- 
wintbebbcrs vcrkoren sullen mocten werdcn : Mitsgaders oock dat dc 
Stedcn, daer gbecn K.tnicrcn en zijn, inleggende uyt heure Gemecn- 
ten op eenen Naem bondert duysent gnlden ofte meer, op nominatic 
als vooren, een Bcwintbcbber op clcke hondert duysent gulden sou- 
den mogen stellen in sulckc l\amer, daer sy goct vinden sullen heure 
Penningen te brengen. Versoeckende dat Wy *t voorschreve Oc- 
troy vande voomoemde West-Indische Conipagnie mette voorschreve 
Poincten wilden amplieren, opdat dc Compagnie mochte Werden 
geslooten, op 't welckc by ons dier tijt wel ende rijpelick gedeli- 
bercert wesende : Wy verklaert ende ghcconsenteert hebben, Dat de 
voomoemde Sout-vaert op de Puncto del Rey begrepen sal werden, 
gelijck wy de selve deden begrijpen in 't voorschreve Octroy vande 
West-Indische Compagnie, op de ordre ende interdictien daer innc 
begrepen. Ende op de twee andere Poincten mede verklaert, dat in 

' Printed with other documents in pnmi>hlct fi rm in 1623, 1624, 1639 and t64a 
(Asher, no. 55-61); also in dc Lact. Historic ojtc IxU'rhjcl: Verhael, introd. p. [10], 
and in Groot Ptaeott Botek, vol. t, col. 583-86, which text has been followed in the 
pre<;ent enpy. An inii>rrfect trandatioti M found in Hsiard, Historieal C^teHotu of 
Stat* Papers, l:i8i-^a. 
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Amplification of the charter of the West India Company 

February ij, 162 j 
Translation 

Amplification of the charter, dated the thirteenth of February six- 
, teen hundred twenty-three. 

The States General of the United Netherlands, to all who shall 
see tliese presents or hear them read, greeting. Be it known, that 
we, having heard in our meeting on the twenty-fourth of March, in 
the year sixteen hundred and twenty-two last past, that which on be- 
half of the Lords the States of Holland and West Friesland was 
laid before us by certain extraordinary deputies, namely, that for the 
better promoting the West India Company it was necessary that the 
salt trade to Puncto del Rey, situated within the limits of the said 
Company's charter and formerly excepted from it, should be includ- 
ed in the aforesaid charter, and that all other salt trades, situated 
without the limits of that charter, should he left free and out of it; 
also that the chief participants of the aforesaid Company might 
have the nomination of a triple number, out of which the directors 
should be chosen ; further, that the cities in which there are no Cham- 
bers, contributing out of their funds in one name one htmdred thous- 
and guilders or more, upon nomination as aforesaid, might be en- 
titled to appoint one director for each hundred thousand guilders, 
in whatever Chamber they should think proper to invest their money ; 
and that they desired that we would amplify the aforesaid charter to 
the above mentioned West India Company with the aforesaid pro- 
visions that the Company might be C()m])leted; and this l>cing by us 
at that time well and maturely deliberated \\\Hm : we declared and 
consented that the aforesaid salt trade at Puncto del Rey should be 
included, as we did include it, in the aforesaid charter of the West 
India Company under the orders and interdictions therein contained. 
And with respect to the other two provisions, we further declared 
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krachtc van 't dcrticiKlc Articule van 't voornocnKlc Octroy, <licn 
van llollandt ondc \Vc>t-\ rie^landt, gclijck nock allc anderc Pro- 
vincicn vry staet <lc nuininatic vautle llcwintlichhcrs, in voc-gcn al> 
vunrcn tc laten docn. ten niccston dicnstc ende voordcriii,t;c vandc 
Conipaj^nic. Midts^adcrs cock g'caccordcert eiidc i^^cconscntccrt lieb- 
ben, dat de Stedcn daer gccn Kamcrcn cn zijn, innc lc<:!^gendc uyt 
heure Gemeentcn hondcrt duyscnt gulden ofte mecr, op bchoorlicke 
nominatie vandc Hooft-Participanten, ende over clcke hondert duy- 
sent gulden, sullen mogen stcllcn een Bewinthcbber, in sulcken ^<a- 
mer, daer sy goet vinden sullen heure Penniiigen to brcngen. Van 
't wclckc \vy als nu versoclit wcscnde by de Bewint-hebbers vande 
West-Indische Compagnie, behoorlicke Brieven te doen depcscbcrcti, 
geparapheert, geteyckent ende gescgelt met onsen grooten Zegele 
naer behooren, hebben wy in achtervolch van onse Resolutie, op den 
voornoemden vier-en-twintichsten Martij genomen, dese onse Brie- 
ven van alle 't gunt voorsz is doen depescheren. Beloovende 't selve 
goet» vast ende van weerden te houden ende doen houden, ende or- 
donnerende eenen yeghelijcken hem hier naer te reguleren. Aldus 
gedaen in onse Vergaderinge, onder onsen grooten Zegele, Para- 
phure ende de Signature van onsen Griffier, in 's Graven-Hage den 
dertienden Februarij 1623. Was geparapheert, /. Magnus,'^ Opte 
Plijcque stont, Ter Ordonnantie vande Hooch-ghemelte Heercn 
Staten Generael Geteeckent, C. Aerssen, Hebbende een uythan- 
gende Zcgcl in rooden Wassche aen een witte zijde koorde. 
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that, by virtue of the thirteenth article of the aforesaid charter, 
Holland and West Friesland, and likewise all the other provinces, 
shall be free as formerly to cause the nomination of directors to be 
made in the manner which is for the best interest and advance- 
ment of the Company. Moreover, we ag^reed and consented that 
the cities in which there are no Chambers, upon advancing out of 
their funds one hundred thousand guilders or more, on proper nomi- 
nation by the cliicf participants and for each hundred thousand guil- 
ders might appoint a director in whatever Chanilter they should 
think proper to invest their money. Of the which, as we are now 
desired by the directors of the West India Company to cause a 
suitable instrument iti writing to be properly drawn up, paraphed, 
subscribed and sealed with our great seal, we have, agreeable to 
our resolution adopted on the aforesaid twenty-fourth of March, 
caused these letters to be drawn up for all that b aforesaid ; promis- 
ing to keep them and cause them to be kept, well, firmly and truly 
and ordaining that all persons govern themselves accordingly. Thus 
done at our meeting, under our great seal, paraj)!) and the signature 
of our secretary, in tlie Hague, the thirteenth of February 1623. 
Was paraphed, /. .Ua//;/;/.?,^''- In the fold was written: By order 
of the aforesaid Honorable Lords the States General. Signetl, 
C. Aersscn. Having a seal pendent of red wax, on a cord of 
white silk. 
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Agreement between the directors and the chief particiiMUits of 

the West India Company* 

June 21, 162^ 

Original text 

Accoordt tusschcn de Bewinthebberen ende Hooft-Participanten van- 
de West-Indische Compagnie, met approbatie vande Ho: endc 
Mog: Heeren Staten Generael ghemaeckt. In date den 21 
Junij 1623. 

De Staten Generael der Vereenkhde Nederlanden, Allen den gee- 
nen die desen jegenwoordige sullen getoont werden, Saluyt. DOEN 
T£ WETEN, Alsoo op 't vertooch aen ons ghedaen, by eenige 
Gedeputeerden vande Hooft-Participanten vande geoctroyeerde 
West-Indische Compagnie ter Kamere van Amsterdam, dat de sdve 
tot verscheydenc rcyseti hen vervoecht hebben ghehadt soo in 't Col- 
legie vande Bcwintlicbbcren, als oiKk niecrniaelcn met hacr Geconi- 
mitteerdcn gebesoigneerl, ten eynde in tijts goede ordre ende Regle- 
ment soude mogen werdcn geuiuiien endc gestabilicert, tot contente- 
ment vande goede Participanten, op dat de saecken te beter ende met 
meerder vruclits op 't spoedichste in 't werck ghestelt, ende dien vol-, 
gende in treyn ghebrocht soude mogen werden, versoeckende onse 
approbatie, 't zy by forme van ampliatie van 't Octroy, ofteandersints 
by raminge van ordre vande voorschreve particuliere Kamer tot Am- 
sterdamme, ofte soo wy te raede souden vinden, over eenige Poincten 
aen ons tot dien eynde ghepresenteert. Ende wy alvoorens daer op 
te resolveren, goet hebben gevonden C oj)) en daer van over te senden 
aen de respective Kaineren vande West-Indischc Compagnie, oni de 
sclve rijj)elick te examineren, niette Hooft-Participanten commnni- 
ccren, ende hare (jedepuleerden, mitsgaders eenige Gedepnteerden 
vande liooft-Participanten by ons te senden, volcomentlijck gelast 

* Printed with other doonoenti in pamphlet form la $623, 1624, 1639 and i<4« 
(Aiber, no. S5-6i); also in de Laet, Historic oft* lotrKjek VtrkotI, faitrod. p. t<9->3], 

an.1 in Groot Piacact Bocck. vol. i. o>l <;S5 90, which last text has been followed in 
tbc present copy. An imperfect translation is found in Hazard, Historical Colitctiont 
of St&t* Pofer4, 1:174-78, reprinted in O'Caltaghan, History of Ntw Nttktrlamd, 
1:408-10. * 
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Agreement between the directors and the chief participants of 

the West India Company 

June 2 J, 162$ 
Translation 

Agreement made between the directors and the chief participants 
of the West India Company, with the approval of the High and 
Mighty Lords the States General. Dated June 21, 1623. 

The States General of the United Netherlands, to all to whom 
these presents shall come, greeting. Be it known, that whereas, in 
a memorial directed to us by certain deputies of the chief partici- 
pants of the chartered West India Company, Chamber of Amster- 
dam, setting forth that they presented themselves several times be- 
fore the Assembly of the directors and also held a number of meet- 
ings with the coinniitlee appointed by thciii to the end lliut in due 
time proper rules and regulations ini.L,dit be adopted and established 
to the satisfaction of the good participants ami that the business 
might the better and with the more profit be set in motion as soon 
as possible and subsequently be brought into proper operation, our 
approbation was requested of several articles presented to us for 
that purpose, either in the way of an amplification of their charter 
or else by framing an order for the aforesaid particular Chamber of 
Amsterdam or in such manner as we should find advisable; and 
whereas, before adopting any r^lution thereupon, we thought fit, to 
send a copy of the articles to the respective Chambers of the West 
India Company, that they might carefully examine them, confer with 
the chief participants and send to us deputies from themselves, as 
well as from the cliief participants, fully empowered and authorized, 



128 



KEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 



ende gheauthoriseert, om daer over, ende vvat rioch voorts tot bevor- 
deringe van soo een noodige saccke soude niogcn dicnen, in onder- 
lifige conferentie tc kt)nK'n, eiulc soo docnclijck, finalijcken t' accor- 
dcreii op onsc apprubaiic. Eiidc (hit tlic Gedeputccrdcn vaiule re- 
spective Kaiiicrt-n, Directeurs cudc Hooft-Participanten in compe- 
teiitcn gotalc (Uicr op alhicr zijn gckomen, cndc volgciis ten over- 
stacMi, inductien ende lussclieii-spreecken van oll^e Geconnnillcenlen, 
nae verschcytlene ghehuudene cunlereiiticn, conimunicatien ende de- 
libcratien, eyntclijck als Bewinthebbers, Directeurs ende llootl- 
Participanten sunder prejudicic vandc Provincien ende re^})ective 
Stedc ii, tot vorderinge vandc West-Indischc saecke, verdragen ende 
onderlinge ghcaccordeert hebben dese naevolgende Articulen. 

Ten eersten, Dat geene vcranderinge, extentien nochte interprc- 
tatie van hot Octroy ofte dependentien van dien sullen werden ver- 
socht by de Bewinthebberen noch by de Hooft-Participanten ofte 
yemant anders, dan nae voorgaende convocatie, communicatien ende 
approbatie Van het meerendeel der Bewinthebberen ende Hooft- 
Participanten, die inde vergaderinge sullen present zijn. 

Ten tweeden, Dat in alle vergaderingen daer Bewinthebberen en- 
de Hooft-Participanten t*samen, ofte daer de Hooft-Participanten 
alleen ende apart sonder de Bewinthebberen sullen besoigneren, alle 
nominatien, deputatien ende electien met eenen name t'effens sullen 
gheschieden met beslooten Briefkens den presiderenden in handen te 
geven, ofte op andere secrete manieren. 

Ten derden, Dat de Compagnie geene Penningen op Interesse 
oft deposito sal mogen lichten, dan met advijs ende consent van 't 
meerendeel der Bewinthebberen ende Hooft-Participanten, Doch 
sullen de respective Kameren in voorvallende noot, voor een reyse 
alleen mogen lichten elck een twintichste deel van *t ingheleyde Capi- 
tael in hare Kamer, sonder dat by de selve Kameren meerder lich- 
tingc sal werden gcdaen, voor ende al ccr de eerste gelichtc Pennin- 
gen sullen zijn afgelost. 

Teu vii-rdi-n, 1 )at alle ReeekeninL;rn by lut \ijftliiende Articule 
van 't Octroy genienlinueert, sullen qi' laeii werden nae slijle van 
Ncgotie. aen de Geconiniitteerde byde ] bx »ft-Particij)anten tc nomi- 
neren, ende onder Eede t'adniitteren, binnen den tijdt in 't voorsz 
vijftlneiKle Articule be,i;re|)en. welcke deconiniitteerde daer af al- 
lecnc in 't gros aen de andere 1 bx (ft- Participanten rap|X-)rt sullen 
doen, Docb sullen de selve ( iec< Muiuitteerden by Eede verbonden zijn 
niet t'ontdcckcn, niaer alles secrcet te bouden, dat de P.ewintbeb- 
beren secreet moeten houden : Sullen mede 't verboth by het een-en- 
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for this purjKtsc aiuJ whatLvcr niiL,dit serve to promote so necessary 
a business, to meet in mutual conference and it possil)le to come to 
final ai^reement, subject to our approval ; and whereas these depu- 
ties of tlie respective Chambers, directors and chief participants, 
thereupon came here in proper number and, in the presence and on 
the suggestion and persuasion of our delegates, after the holding 
of several conferences, communications and deliberations, finally, as 
managers, directors and chief participants, without prejudice to the 
provinces and respective cities, for promoting the West India busi- 
ness mutually agreed upon the following articles: 

• 

I. That no alteration, extension or interpretation of the charter 
or acts depending thereon shall be sought by the directors or by the 
chief participants or any others, except after previous meeting, dis- 
cussion and the approval of a majority of the directors and chief 
participants who shall be present at the meeting. 

II. That in all joint meetings of the directors and chief partici- 
pants or those of the chief participants alone and without the di- 
rectors, all nominations, choice of deputies, and elections shall take 
place, one name at a time, by placing folded ballots in the hands of 
the presiding officer or in some other secret manner. 

J 11. Thai the Company shall borrow no money on interest or dc- 
po^it, except with tiie advice and the consent of the major part of 
the <lirectors and chief participants; nevertheless in case of necessity 
and for (^ne voyage only, the respective Chambers may each Ixorrow 
the twinticth part of the subscribed capital of their Chamber, but 
tlie said Chamber shall not borrow any more before the first loan 
shall have been paid oil. 

IV. That all accounts mentioned in the lifteenth article of the 
charter shall be rendered in business form to the committee to be 
nominated by the chief participants, and admitted under oath, within 
the time mentioned in the said fifteenth article, which committee 
shall malce report thereof only in gross to the other chief partici- 
pants. But the said committee shall be bound by oath not to di- 
vulge, but to keep everything secret which the directors must keep 
secret They shsdl moreover during the time of two years be sub- 
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dertichste Artijckel van 't Octn)y n()()|>cn(lc 't koopeii ciulc 't vor- 
koopcii, den iicwinthebbcreu gedaea, ondcrworpen zijn, geduerendc 
den tijt van twee Jaren. 

Ten vijiden, Dat de selve Gcconunitleerden sullen hebben ende 
exerceren van wegen de Hooft-Participanten, het recht den Agenlen 
Artijckel scven-en-twintich g^egeven ende vergunt : Ende voorts de 
I'oecken, Factuyren ende andere Docunienten, tut dien eynde tot 
barer beliefte to niogen nae sieii, ende de Coopnianschappen ende 
Brieven die de C ommercic aengaen, visiteren. 

Ten sesten, Dat de ecrste twee vacercnde plaetsen der Bcwint- 
hebberen tot Anistelredam, als niede de twee eerste van Zeelandt^ 
ende de eerste.inde Gamer vande IMase, snllen successivelijck gesup- 
pleert ende vervult worden by de i^looft-Participanten vande res- 
pective Kameren, absoluyt by pluraliteyt van stemmen, staende 
onder den selven Eedt, hebbende administratie als de andere Bewint- 
hebberen, ende sullen ghehouden zijn den Hooft-Participanten te 
commttniceren 't geene haer aengaet, haer recht inde selve vcr- 
gaderinge van Bewiiithebberen te bewaren naer ghelegentheyt van 
saecken, de selve te convoceren, ende specialick aen de voorschreve 
Hooft-P^icipanten verbonden ende revocabel zijn» blijvende suc- 
cessivelijck de resterende Bewinthebberen vande respective Kameren 
eligibel volgende het Octroy, ofte soo als inde respective Provincien 
albereyts is gheordonneert, ofte nodi geordonneert soude mogen 
werden : Ende dat by provisie twee uyt de Hooft-Partidpanten van 
elcke respective Kameren van Amsterdam ende Zeelandt, ende eene 
uyt de Kamer vande Mase ghecommitteert sullen werden, boven die 
inde voorij^e Articnlen verniclt zijn, oni ondertusscben *t voorsclireve 
recht vande selve te bewaren, tut dat een ofte twee plaetsen sullen 
vacant zijn. 

Ten sevensten, Soo wanncer de Negentliiene snllen konien te 
vcrgaderen, snllen de ITooft rarticipaiUen vaiulc Kanier van Am- 
sterdam, eetie uyt de vc Morsel n-eve twee l»cwintlu-bl>eren of i)rovi- 
sionele Ck'committeerdcn moi^eii cli^^cren, om te weseii eene vande 
acbt liewinthebberen inde selve W'rj^aderinge. van wegens de Ka- 
mer van Amsterdam te comj)areren, ghelijck me le die Ilooft-Parti- 
cipanten van Zeelandt uyt dc voorscbrrve twee liewintliebl^eren of 
provisionele Gecommitteerden by bun absolutelijcken gbestelt. sul- 
len mogen kiesen eene, om te wesen eene vande vior P.ewintbebberen 
van wegens haer Kamer inde vergaderinge vande Negenthiene te 
comparercn, Ende sullen daer beneffens de voorschreve Honft- 
Partidpanten, soo vande Kamer van Amsterdam als van Zeelandt, 
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ject to the proliibition in rcj^ard to buying and selling placed upon 
the directors by the thirty-hrst article of the charter. 

\^ Tiiat the said coiiiniittee shall have and exercise, on behalf of 
the chief participants, the rights given and granted by Article twen- 
ty-seven to the agents ; and moreover, for this purpose, to examine 
the books, invoices and other documents at their pleasure, and in- 
spect the merchandise, and the letters concerning the businesb. 

VI. That the first two vacant places among the directors at Ams- 
terdam, the first two of Zealand, and the first in the Chamber of the 
Mase shall successively be supplied and filled by the chief partici- 
pants of the respective Chambers, absolutely by plurality of votes; 
[these elected] are to be bound by the same oath and to have the 
same powers as the other directors, and shall be obhged to conununi- 
cate to the chief participants what concerns them, to preserve their 
rights in the said meetini^s of the directors according to circum- 
stances and to call them together, and they shall be specially respon- 
sible to and [their cleclionj revocable by the aforesaid chief partici- 
pants; the rest of the directors of the respective Chambers shall con- 
tinue to be elected according to the charter, or in such manner as is 
already ordained, or may hereafter be ordained in the respective 
provinces; and that provisionally two of the chief participants of 
each of the respective Chambers of Amsterdam and Zealand and one 
of tlie Chamber of the Masc, shall be deputed aside from the com- 
mittee mentioned in the foregoing articles, to take care of their 
aforesaid rights in the meantime, until one or two places shall be 
vacant. 

VII. Wiicn the Nineteen shall meet together, the chief partici- 
pants of the Chamber of Amsterdam shall be permitted to choose 
one of the two directors or provisional deputies aforesaid, that he 
may be one of the eight directors in the said meeting for the Cham- 
ber of Amsterdam. In like manner the chief participants of Zea- 
land shall be permitted to choose one of the aforesaid two directors 
or provisional deputies, by them absolutely appointed, to be one of 
four directors representing their Chamber in the Assembly of the 
Nineteen. And in addition the aforesaid chief participants, as well 
those of the Chamber of Amsterdam as those of Zealand, shall each 
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noch mogen eligeren elcks eene uyt de be-eedichde Gecommitteerde, 
Artijckel vier ende vijf vermelt, om die voorschreve Gedeputeerden 
elcks inden sijnen t*assisteren inde voorschreve Veigaderinge vande 
Negcnthiene, sender dat nochtans de sdve Geassocieerden stemme 
apart sullen hebben. Ende ten eynde de andere Kameren mede keh- 
nisse van saecken opte selve vergadcringhe verhandelt mogcn heb- 
ben, sal die geassociccrde vande Kanicr van Amsterdam; den 1 1(x>ft- 
Partidpanten van 't Noorder-quarticr cndc van SukU ciuic Landcn : 
Ende die gheassociccrde vaiulc Kaiucr van Zcclandt, die vande Mase 
adviscrcn van 'I ghcbc^uii^iucrde inde voi »r-clircve Veigaderinge, 
voor soo vecle 't selve coninuniicabcl sal zijn. 

i on aclitstcn, Dat nacr desen nieniant tot Uewinthcbber sal mogen 
glieeiigcert wcrden, tlic in diciist vande Cninpagiiic van ( )u>l-lntlicn 
is ; Snllcn oock Vadcr ende Soun, Item, Broeders van licelen ende 
iialven iietlden, geen Bewintliebberen in eene Kamer te gelijcke mo- 
gen wcsen ; I'Jide snllen de Ijewint-liebberen geen piovisie ghcnicten, 
ten zy dat sy ten dienste vande Compagnie behoore'.ijck vaceren. 

l eu negenden, Alsoo liet noodich is om een yeder te voldoen, dat 
den tijdt om in dese Compagnie te teeckenen ende te herideren noch 
gheprolongeert werde, tot contentement soo vande Ingesetenen als 
Uytlantsclic, dat daerom voor d'Ingesetencn tot ultima August!, ende 
voor d'Uytlandische tot ultima Octobris toekommende, beyde Stylo 
novo incluys, de voorschreve inteyckeninge geprolongeert, ende 
bekent gemaeckt worde deur affixie van Billetten^ sonder dat naer 
dien dach yemants anders sal mc^en ingenomen ofte ingfaelaten wot- 
den, maer dat een yeder Kamer gehouden sal zijn den eersten dach 
naer ultimo Octobris sijne Capitalen te sluyten, ende acht dagen 
daer naer Copyen aen malkandcren over seynden: Welverstaende 
dat de aen*>ghevangene equipagie, haercn voortganck sal hebben 
tot dienste vande Compagnie, ende dat de gecne die haere Penni- 
gen voor andere hebben gcfumeert, ende noch sullen furneren 
daer van Interesse sullen genieten'tot discretie vande Negenthiene. 

Ten thienden, Ende aengaendc de generale reeckeninge, Artijckel 
sestien, ende het veranderen van hct derdendeel der Bewinthebberen 
Artijckel veerthien in't Octroy ghementioneert, om eene goede ordrc 
ende gcneralen voet in alle Kameren daer in te houden, is noodich 
gevt>n<!en dat de selve generale reeckcningc gesciiiede ( ses Jacren nae 
date van 't geven van 't ( >ctroy, beginnendc den derden Jnnij ses- 
thieii li< •ndert een-eu-twinlieh. Stylo novo/) naer cniistinne van C\)op- 
manschap in *t openbaer, mede ten overstaen vande voorschreve Ge- 
committeeide vande Hoolt-i'arueipanlen vande respective Kameren, 
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be perinittcil to choose one of llic sworn cnmiiiitlro. nu ntioncd in 
arliclcs lour and five, to assist tlic aforesaid deputies, eaeli a'^si^tincf 
the one from his C'lianihcr, in the aforesaid Assenihly «>f tlie Nine- 
teen ; nevertheless, these associates shall not have a separate Vote. 
And that the other Chatnbers also may know of the business trans- 
acted by the said Assembly, the associate member from the Chamber 
of Am>terdam shall inform the chief participants of the .\(uv'iirr- 
quarticr and Stadt cmic Landcn and the associate member from tiie 
Chamber of Zealand those of the Masc of the business of the afore- 
said Assembly, as far as it shall be communicable. 

VIII. That hereafter no person may be chosen a director who is 
in the service of the East India Company ; in like manner, father and 
son, or brothers of the whole or half blood, may not be directors at 
the same time in one Giamber. And the directors shall receive no 
commissions unless they properly attend to the business of the Com- 
pany. 

IX. Whereas, in order to satisfy every one, it is necessary that 
the time for subscribing and contributing to this Company shall be 
extended further, for the satisfaction of our own inhabitants as well 
as of foreigners, therefore, be the aforesaid subscriptions extended 
for inhabitants to the last of Augfust, and for foreigners to the last 
of October next, both new style, and the fact made known by post- 
ing of notices; after that date, no person may be received or ad> 
mitted, but every Chamber must close its subscription lists the first 
day after the last of October, and eig^ht days thereafter send a copy 
to each of the others ; provided, that the equipment already beg^n 
shall continue for the use of the Company, and that those who have 
furni'^hed mrjucy in advance of others, or shall yet furnish it, shall 
receive interest thereon at the discretion of the Nineteen. 

X. And a^ to the j^eneral aecMunliiii;. mentioned in article >i\- 
tccu t^f the cliarter, and the chanL,'ini( of a third part ot the direc- 
tors in article fourteen, to maintain j^oud order and a c^oneral basis 
in all the Cliambers, it is deemed necessary that the said c^encral ac- 
counting^ be made (six years from the date of .qrantinpf the charter, 
beginning the third of June 1621, new style) accordini^ to mercan- 
tile custom in public, in the presence of the aforesaid committee of 
the chief participants of the respective Chambers, and so on regu- 
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endc SCO voorts siicccssivclick, elckc scs Jarcn tc docn dicrgclijcke 
generalc rccckcningc : Doch sal by do V\TL,Mdcrin«^c vandc Nci;cit- 
tliicne, op 't vcrvolch vande reeckeningeii nacrdcr ordrc beraemt wer- 
den, ten eynde d afgaendc Bc\vi:ithebberen, met gesuyvcrde reccke- 
ninge, ist doenelijck, mogcn scbcyden: Ende sal de veranderingc 
van't derdendec l der Bewinthebberen, eerst geschieden ses Jaren 
na den negenden Junij deses Jaers scsticn-hondert drie-en-t\vintich, 
ende soo voorts successivelijck elcke twee Jaeren conform het Oc- 
troy. 

Ten elfsten, Dat niemant het Hooft-Parttcipants recht sal mogen 
genieten, dan die vanden beginne heeft in-ghelecht, oft andersints 
twee Jaren opte Boecken bekent is, voor sijn eygen reeckeninge 
in dese Compagnie te herideren, soo veel een Bewinthebber inde re- 
spective Kameren ghehouden is te doen, volgens den Octroy, be- 
halven dat Kinderen, ende alle andere Erfgenamen, die op eenen 
name de respective voile sommen voor htm eygen Erven, datelijck 
nae de erffenisse ghcqualificeert sullen zijn. 

Ende ten twaelfsten, Indien eenige saecken voor vallen daer uyi 
Proccssen souden mogen verrijscn, tot ondienste vande Compagnie, 
sullen de Bc\vinllicl>bcrcn in allc manieren arbeyden, de solve in *t 
minnelijck neer te lcL^c;cn (son doenelijck) indien niet, de saecken 
coinnninicercn met de I looft-Participantcn, om met gemeen advijs 
daer in gedaen te warden soo als tot meesten dienst vande Compag- 
nie bevonden sal vvorden te bebooren. 

SOO IST. dat \vy dc voorscbreve Articulen qbeexaniineert endc 
overwogen bebbcnde. endc tot d'eenicbeyt ende goede correspon- 
dcntie tnssclien die r.cwint-lu'blxTen ende Honft-Participanten. mits- 
gaders tot bevorderiuLrc vande West-Indiscbe Compagnie gbcncgcn 
wcsende, hebben met advijs vanden Ileere Prince van Oranglcn, 
goet gevondende selvc t'agg^eeren, ende t'approberen. aggrecren en- 
de approberen midts dcsen, verstacndc dat de selve by dc Bewlnt- 
hebberen, Participanten, endc ycdcr cen daer acn ghelcgen zijnde, 
nevens d'ArticuIen van 't Octroy pnnctuclijck sullen werden naer- 
ghekomen ende acbtervolcbt, glielijck of sy den Octroy waren gein- 
screert, Alsoo wy bevinden 't selvc tot dienste vande West-Indische 
Compagnie alsoo te behooren. Gheghcven onder onsen grooten 
Zegel, Paraphure, ende dc Signature van onsen Griffier, in 's Gra- 
ven-Hage, den een-en-twintichsten Junij sesthien-hondert drie-ende- 
twintich. Was gheparapheert, N. van. Bouckhorsl,'*^ Onder stondt, 
Ter Ordonnantie vande Hooch-ghcmelte Heeren Staten Generael. 
Gheteeckent, C Aersscn. Hebbcnde cen uytliangenden Zegel in 
rooden Wassche, aen een witte zijde koorde. 
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larly every six years a like i;oncral accounting; but as to other ac- 
counts, furtlicT action sliall be taken by the Assembly of the Nine- 
teen, to the end that the (hreclors who retire may leave no unsettled 
accounts if it be practicable. And the first chaii-^e of a third part 
of the directors shall take place six >ears after the nituh^ ot June 
this year 1623, and so on regularly every two years agreeable to tlie 
charter. 

XI.*^ That no one shall be permitted to enjoy the rights of chief 
participants but those who subscribed at the beginning, or else have 
been entered on the books for two years as owning in their own 
name in this Company as much as a director in the respective Cham- 
bers must own accordin^'^ to the charter; except, that children and all . 
other heirs, who inherit in one name the respective full stims tor 
themselves, shall be qualified immediately after inheriting. 

And, Xll, if anything should happen from which lawsuits might 
arise to the disadvantage of the Company, the directors shall do all 
in their power to settle the matter amicably (if possible) ; if not, 
they shall communicate it to the chief participants, that they may act 
therein with mutual advice, in such manner as shall be found most 
to the advantage of the Company. 

Therefore having examined and considered the foregoing articles 
and being desirous of promoting unity and concord between the 
directors and chief participants as well as the advancement of the 
West-India Company, we have, with the advice of the Prince of 
Oranq-e, thouo^ht fit to ai^rce to and approve of. and do hereby ap^ree 
to and approve the same and demand that they with the articles of 
the charter shall be strictly f.^lliu^ed and observed by the directors, 
participants and every person concerned therein, in the same maimer 
as if they were inserted in the charter ; for we find this to be for the 
best interests of the West-India Company. 

GivcTi under our i^neat seal, paraph and the sii^nature of our 
secretary, at tiie Hague, the twenty-first of June, sixteen hundred 
and twenty-three. Paraphed, N. Z'Oti Binickhorst, ^^ I'nderneath 
was written: By order of the aforesaid Honorable Lords the States 
General. Subscribed, C. Aersscn, having a seal pendent of red 
wax, on a cord of white silk. 

•The copy of the- Aurctmcnt in the introduction to de Laet*l Historic ofte laertijek 
Verhael has the third of June this year ir>j?. which is evidently the date intended. 

•Instead of this article, Hazard inserts article ii of the Charter of the W. L Co., 
which mistake is copied by O'Callaghan in History •f >f*m Nrthtrhnd, 
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Charter of Freedoms and Exemptions^ 

June 7, iSjq 

Original text 

Uryheden ende Exemptien voor de Patroonen / Meesicrs ofte 
Particulieren / die op Nieu-Nederlandt eenigfae Colonien ende 
Vee sullen planten geconsidereert ten dienst van de Generale 
West-Indische Compagnie in Nieu-Nederlandt / ende het voor- 
deel van de Patroonen / Meesters ende Particulieren. 

I. Dat de Participantcn incle gemelde ( ompagnie / die gheneghen 
sullen zijn in Nicu-Nederlandt eenighe Colonien te planten / vcr- 
moghen met de Schepen van dese Compagnie derwaerts gaende / 
^rie ofte vier persoonen te senden / om de gheleghentheydt aldaer 
te besichtigen / niidts datse neffens de Officieren ende Bootsvolck 
den Artijcul-BricfF snllen beeedighen / xoor soo veel die haer 
aengaet. Ende betalende voor Mondt-kost / Passagie van 
gaen ende komen / ses stuyvers daegfas: Ende die inde Ca- 
juyte soude versoecken te eten / twaelf stuyvers / ende hun onder- 
werpen in cas van offensie ende defensie haer ter weere te stellen / 
ghelijck als d'andere; Ende eenighe Schepen van den Vyant 
veroverende / sullen oock haers portie genieten Pro Rata, neffens 
de Bootsghesellen / yeder nae zijn qualiteyt / te weten / dat de 
Coloniers buyten de Cajuyte etende / ghereeckent sullen worden 
neffens de Matrossen / ende die inde Cajuyte eten teghens den 
gheenen die aldaer van's Conipagnies Volck de Tafel / ende de 
kleynste gagie heeft. 

II. Doch sullen in desen geprefereert zijn soodanighe Per- 
soonen / die haer eerst sullen hehben gheopcnbaert / ende aen de 
Compagnie vcrso(.:ht. 

B3 Ende 

*V. R. B. Mss 61. Printed pamphlet in oriRinal paper covers, mcasiirinR 19.3x1$. 3CID; 
letterpress 1 1.9x1 i.jcm. The first rocto is marked \\y, the 3d, 4th and 5tb are nerlced 
respectively C, Ca and C3. Tt is a;>[' i> rntly a separate issue of second fmrt of 
the I'.Tinphlet entitl<<l: Aniculen . . . ■ ' ht't open cndc Tf.v stellen ftintlcn Handel 
ende Negotie op de Stadt Olinda dc Fi-rn.iiuhuco, ende Cusicn van Brasil. Hier gijn 
achter by ghedruckt De Vryhedrn van Nicu Scdcrlant. Amst. 1631. (Ashcr, Biblio' 
graphical Bttttjt, no. 33a). With the exception of capitalization and spelling it agrees 
with the text published under dntc of March I'l?" in Wn^senaer. Ifi^torifch I'rrhael, 
4, pt 18, f.94-98b, which is based on that printed the same year for the West 
Indbi Company. Astier gives Intt one pamphlet of 1630 (no. 331), but his title differs 
slightly from that Riven T«y M.iulfon, History nf S'ew York, pt 2, p. 380. and from 
the facsimile title page in Fiskc, Dutch and Quaker Colonies, illus. ed. 1:117, tbem> 
selves different, which suggests that there were various isluea in 1630. In 1875, • 
reprint of the 1630 pamphlet in flic possession of the New Yoric Historical Sodctjr WSS 
published by Geo. H. Moore, librarian of the society. 
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Charter of Freedoms and Exemptions'^ 

June 7, 16^ 

Translation 

Freedoms and Exemptions for the patruoiis, masters or private per- 
sons who will plant any colonies in, and send cattle to New 
Netherlands drawn up for the benefit of the General West India 
Company in New Netherland and for the profit of the patroons, 
masters and private persons. 

I. Sucli participants of tlic said Cuinpany as may l)c incliiic<l to 
plant any colonics in New NetherUuul sliall be permitted to send, in 
the ships of this Company going thither, three or four persons to 
inspect the situation of the country, provided that they, with the 
officers and ship's company, swear to the Articles,^ so far as they re> 
late to them, pay for board and passage, going and coming, six 
stivers a day (such as desire to mess in the cabin to pay 12 stivers) 
and ag^e to gi\ e assistance like others, in cases offensive and defen- 
sive. And if any ships be taken from the enemy, they shall receive 
pro rata their portions with tlie shij>'s conij)any. each according to 
his quality, that is to say, tlie colonist^ mo-^iuLj oiU^i<lc tlic crd)in 
shall be rated with the sailors and those messiuL,^ in tin- cal)in with 
those of the Company's servants messing at table who receive the 
bwest wages. 



II. However, in this maiter, those i>ersons shall have the pref- 
erence who shall first have declared their intentions and applied to 
the Company. 

The first translation of the Freedoms and Kxcinptiyiis, made by Abraham Lott, jr, 
in 1762, appeared in Moulton, History of New York, i8^6, pt 3, p. 3R9 gX. an J was 
reprinted in Dunlap, History of New York, vol. 2, app. II, and in N. Y. Historical 
Society CvHections, bcr. 2, 1:370-77. With slight changes, the •ame translation has 
appeared in O'Callaghan's History of S'cw Scthcrland, l:t 12-20; Doc. ret. /-> ('>/ //i«f. 
AT. Y,, 2:553-57; Laws and Ordmanccs of New Netherland, p. i-io; MacUonald s 
Select Charters, p. 43-So> Indesr to the Public Records of the County of Albany, 
1630 if'oj. Albany 1903, prrf. p. Ixiii Ixv. The pn-st-nt translation is rrviaed from that 
printed by O'Callagban. from which it will be found tu diUcr materially. 

^ Artijcut'BrieW ; probably a code of rules of similar tenor as the Articulen ende 
Ordonttiinticn, ter Vcrgadcriiit^i- tunde Hoogh Mo^rndc Ilccrcn Statcn Generael ghere- 
sumeert ende gearretteert. Doer op aengenomen ende beeedicht sullen worden alle de 
geene die hen voortaen in den dienst vande geoctroyeerde West-Jndische Compagnie 
sullen begeven, om met dersetver Schepen naer West lndien, Brasil, ofte anderc l.imiten 
van'l Octroy te varen, passed Nov. 34, 1647. shortly after the renewal of the charter 
lo the W. I. Cb. Croat Plaeaet Boeek, 1:625-54. 
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[folio lb] 

III. Ende sullen voor Patroonen van Nieu-Nederlandt erkent 
worden / alle soodanighe die binnen den tijdt van vier Jaren / nae 
dat zy haer aen ecnighe Camer van de Conipagnie alhier / ofte aen 
den Comniandeur ofte Raden aldaer / sullen verdaren / datse een 
Colonie van vijftigh Zielen boven de vijfthien Jaren oudt zijnde / 
aldaer aenncnicii te plantcn / een vierde part binnen's Jacrs / ende 
in drie Jaren nae dc scndinghc van d'eerstc / -maeckende t'samcn 
vier Jaren / de restercnde tot hct voile ghetal van vijftigh Per- 
soonen van hier tc scliepcn / Op pene van by nutoir versuym tc 
verliesen de vercregliene Vryheden ; Doch sullen ghewaer sellout 
zijn / dat de Compagnie 'tEyiaudt van de Manhattes aen sich bc- 
houdt. 

IV. Knde vander eerste uyre af / dat zy de plaetsen / alwaer zy 
haer Coionien willen plantei) / hebben aenghewesen / voor allc 
andere ghepreferecrt zijn tot den vryen eyghendom van soodanige 
Landen alsse aldaer sullen hebben verkoren; Doch deselve plaetse 
haer naderhant niet ghevallende / ofte in 'tkiesen van den gront 
bedroghen zijnde / sullen deselve nae voorgaende Remonstrantie aen 
den Conunandeur ende Raet aldaer / een ander ghel^entheyt 
mogen uytkiesen. 

V. Ende sullen de Patroonen door haer Volmachtigheden / ter 
plaetse daer zy haer Coionien willen planten / haer Limiten moghen 
extenderen vier mijlen langhs de Cust / ofte een syde van een^* 
Navigable Riviere / ofte twee mijlen langhs beyde de zijden van 
eene Riviere / ende soo diep Landtwaerts in als de gheleghentheyt 
vande Occupatcurs toelatcn sal. Welverstaendc dat de Compagnie 
den eygendom aen haer behoudt van de Landen / die tusschen de 
Limiten van de CoK'iiien blijven legghen oni daer van in lijilt cnd»,' 
vvijle te disponeren nae haer wel-ghevalleii / S()n<Ier dal yeniandt 
anders op seven of acht mijlen haer sal moghen naerderen teghcns 
haren danck: Ten ware de ghelcgentheyt van het Landt daer 
on — 

treat 
[folio 2] 

trent sulcks waer / dat den Commandeur endt Raedt op goede 
redenen anders ordonneerden ; Altoos acht nemende / dat d'eerste 
Occupateurs in haers vercreghen Recht niet geprejudiceert en 

^* The words syde x an ccn are not found in the text of the pamphlet here reprinted 
bat were written in the margin. Tbey occur u part of tlie printed text in WaMenacr* 
Hit$0fisck Vtrkatl, ▼. 4. pt 18, f. 9S> 
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III. All >uch shall be ackiiowlc li;c»l patroons of New Wtlurlaiul 
as shall agree to plant there a colony of 50 souls, ujiwarfl^ of 
15 years old, within the space of four years after they have givei: 
notii-e to any Chamber of the Company here or to the commander 
or council there. ^ one f(»urth part witliin 'ine year and the re- 
main«ler within three years after the sending of the first, making 
together four years, to the full nun-iber of 50 persons, to be ship|)ed 
hence, on pain, in case of wilful neglect, of being deprived of the 
privileges obtained. But they arc warned tliat tiie Company re- 
serves to itself the island of the Manhattes. 



IV. From the very hour they make known the situation of the 
places where they propose to settle colonies, they shall have the 
preference over all others to the free ownership of such lands as 
they shall have chosen : but in case the location should afterwards 
not please them or they should find themselves deceived in the 
selection of the land, they may, after memorializing the commander 
and council tiiere, choose another place. 

V. The patroons, by their agents, may, at the place where they 
wish to settle their colonies, [fix] their limits [so that the colony 
shall] extend four leagues along the coast or one side of a navigable 
river, or two leagues along both sides of a river, and as far inland 
as the situation of the occupants will permit ; w ith the under- 
standing that the Company retains for itself the ownership of the 
lands lying and remaining between the limits of the cnlonics, to 
dispose thereof when and at such time as it shall think {>roper, but 
no one else shall be allowed to come within seven or eight leagues 
of them without their consent unless the situation of the land 
thereabout be such that the commander and council for good 
reasons shall order otherwise ; always observing tliat the first occu- 
pants are not to be prejudiced in the right they have obtained, 

*Tbe Dntcta of tlie first part of this article is defective. Literally translated, it 
reads: And sball be acknowledged as patroons all such uho within the apace of four 
years after they shall declare thcinsel%cs to any Chamix r of the Company here or to 
the commander or council tiiere that they agree to plant there a colony of 50 souls, 
tV«ards of 15 yean old. 
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wordcn / tlaii voor sou veel als den dicnst van dc Compagiiie soude 
inuL^licii vercyschcn / hct zy om aldacr Fortificatieii te bouwen / 
ollc yctb dierghclijckc / blijveiidc (bnytcn dat) het coniinandcment 
op eicke Jnuyc / Revierc of to ICylaiidt / acn dc ccrst-koniciKlc 
Colonie / oiuler de llooghe Jiirisdictie van do lioogh Heeren 
Staten Generael cn<le i oinpagnic; Midts dat dc nacst-koniende 
Colonieu op dcselvc Kivicr ofte l-.ylandt / sullen vermoghen ecn 
ofte meer Raden / neffens den selven te stellcn / om met ghemeen 
advijs den oirbar van de Colonien op die Rivier ofte Eylandt te 
versorghen. 

VI. Endc allc het Landt binnen de voorsz. Liniiten gheleghen / 
midtsgaders de Vnichten / Supersitien / Miaeralen / Rivieren ende 
Fontcynen van dien voor altoos in Eyghendom te besitten: Ende 
de Hooghe / middele ende laghe Jurisdictie / Visscheryen / 
Voghelryen ende Maleryen / met exdusie van alle andere / te 
houden van de Compagnie tot een onversterflijck Erff-Leen / te 
Verhcer-ghewaden alst versterft met twintigh Guldens par Colonie 
aen dese Compagnie binnen een Jaer ende ses Weecken / aen de 
Cameren alhier / ofte den Commandeur aldaer / een yeder ter 
Camere daer hy oorspronckelijck van daen is gevaren. Des noch- 
tans dat de Visscherye ende Vogclryc by niemandt anders dan de 
Patroonen / ende die zy-luyden dat sullen toestaen / sullen werden 
glieplecght : Ende soo yemandt metter tijdt in zijn Colonie soo veel 
quame te prospcreren / dat liy een oft meer Steden soude moghen 
fonderen / sal den selven d'authoritcyt hebbcn / om aldaer Offitien 
ende Ma^istraUii tc slclu-ii / ende Tijtel van zijn Colonic moghen 
ghebruycken / nae believen ende qiiaiileyt «ler Pcrsoonen. 

Sal 
[folio 2b] 

VII. Sal mede aen alle Patroonen / die sulcks versoecken / ver- 
gundt worden Venia Testandi, ofte Octroy / om van de voorsz 
Leen-Goederen by Testament te moghen di-]) -neren. 

VIII. Dc Patroonen sullen mede alle na j^^clcgene Landen / 
Rivieren ende Bosschagien tot haren oirbaer moghen ghebruycken / 
ter tijdt ende wijle desclve by dese Compagnie / andere Patroonen 
ofte Particuliercn wordcn aengflieveert. 

IX. Die dese Colonien sullen oversen<lcn / suIKmi (lc>elve voor- 
sicn met belioorlijcke luslruetie / oin c»>nh<rm de nianicre van 
kcL;i(. riiii;hc / soo in Tolitie / als Jnstilie / by de W'rgadcringhe 
van dc Xi'.L;lienthiene bcracnit ofte noch te bcranien /'' ji^hcrej^eert 
ende {^hestiert te worden / wclckc zy al v*)orcn de Bewinthebbcren 
van de Respective Cameren sullen verthoonen. 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



except in so far as the service o£ the Company should require it, 
either for the building of fortifications or something of that sort, 
and that (outside of this) the [patroon of the] first settled colony 
shall retain the command of each bay, river or island, under the 
supreme jurisdiction of their High Mightinesses the States Gen- 
eral and the Company ; but the later colonies on the same river or 
island may api>oint one or more councilors to assist him, that in 
consultation they may look after the interests of the colonies on 
tlie river or island. 

VI. They shall forever own and possess and Imltl from the rc>tn- 
pany as a perpetual fief of inheritance, all the land lyini^ within 
the aioresaifl limits, together with the fruits, plants, minerals, rivers 
and springs thereof, and the hii^li, middle and low jurisdiction, 
rights of fi'^hing, fowling and grinding, to the exclusion of all 
others, said fief to be renewed in case of demise l)y doing homage 
to the Company and paying 20 guilders per colony within a year 
and six weeks, either to the Chambers here or to tlic commander 
there, each to the Giamber whence the colony was originally sent 
out; however no fishing or fowling shall be carried on by any one 
but the patroons and such as they shall permit. And in case any 
one should in time prosper So much as to found one or more cities, 
he shall have authority to appoint officers and magistrates there 
and to use such titles in his colony as he sees fit according to the 
quality of the persons. 



\ II. There shall likewi^e he granted to all patroons who shall 
de>irc the same, ycnia Testandi, or liberty to dispose of the afore- 
said fiefs by will. 

\TII. The patroons may also to their profit use all lands, rivers 
and woods lying contiguous to them, until such time as they are 
taken possession of by this Company, other patroons, or private 
persons, 

IX. Those who shall send over these colonies, shall furnish them 
with proper Instructions in order that they may be ruled and gov- 
erned conformably to the rule of government, both as to admin- 
istration and justice, made, or to be made by the Assembly of the 
Nineteen, which [instructions] they must first lay before the di- 
rectors of the respective Chambers. 
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X. De Patroonen ende Coloniers sullen vermogen alle haer Volck 
ende Goederen derwaerts tc senden in de Schepen vande Comp*. 
mits den Eedt doende / ende betalende aende Conlp^ voor 'tover- 
brenge van't Vole als in*t eerste Artijcule ; ende voor Vracht vande 

Goederen vijf par Cento contant van 'tgene deselve Goederen hier 
ghckost hebben: Sender nochtans hier onder te beg^ijpen het 

I>estiacl ende aiulcre Clerectscliappcn tot dc Landthouwe dienende / 
die de Compaijnic voor iiict sal overvocrcii / als zy plaets in hare 
Schepen lieeft / niitlts dat <le Tatroonen de plaetse daer toe ap- 
proprieren op liacr cvi^hen c« >>ten / ende allcs provideren / dat tot 
onderhoudt vant P.estiael noodigh is. 

XI. Maer in ghevalle het de Conipagnie niet gheleghen en qnanie 
eenighe Schepen te senden / ofte dat in de gaende Schepen gheen 
plaets en ware / soo sullen in sulckcn ghevalle de Patroonen vcr- 
moghen / nae voorgaende communtcatie 

van 
[folio 3] 

van hare intentie / ende schriftelijck consent daer over vercreghen 
van de Compagnie / sclver Schepen of Jachten derwaerts te sen- 
den / mits datse in*t gaen of keeren niet en sullen vermoghen te 
loopen buyten haer ordinarie Vaer-water / ende de Compagnie daer 
vooren caveren / ende een Adsistent opnemen tot mondt^osten 
van de Patroonen / ende Maentgelden van de Compagnie. Op 
pene datse ter contrarie doende / alle haer vercreghen Recht ende 
Eygenschap tot de Colonic snllen verliesen. 

XII. Ende alsoo (riiitciitie van dc Compagnie is het T^ylaiKlt van 
de Manhaltcs, voor ecrst te populercn / sal aldacr provisionclijck 
oock zijn do stapcl van alle Vrnchtcn ende Waren / die op de 
X^oort-Rivier ciidc Landcn daer ontrciit valloti / ccrse vorder vcr- 
sonfk'ii sullen nioi^dicn worden : \\'t;Thcnonicn die nyt dcr natnyren / 
selfs daer niet nut zijtide / ofte niet als met qrrorMcn ondienst van 
de Eyijhenaers daer L^licbraclit soudcn moctcn worden. In welcken 
ghevalle dc Eyi^enaers van dien ghclv udon snllen zijn soodanighe 
ongelcL!;cnthcyt acn de Cotnpac^nie alhicr / ofte den Commandeur 
ende Raden aldacr / tijdclijck by gheschriftc te remonstreren / 
oni daer in voorsien te werden / als na gheleghenthe3rt van saecken 
bcvonden sal werden te bchooren. 

XIII. Alle Patroonen vande Colonien in Nieu-Nederlandt / mits- 
gaders Colonien op het Eylant van de Manhattes woonende / 
.sttUen verpnoghen te bevaren ende te behandelen die gantsche Cust 
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X. The patroons and colonists shall ])q privileged to send all 
their people and effects thither, in ships belonging to the Company, 
provided they take the oath and pay the Company for bringing 
over the people according to the first article, and for freight of the ' 
goods five per cent cash of the cost of the goods here; without 
including herein, however, cattle and agricultural implements, 
which the Company is to carry over free, if there is room in its 
ships, provided that the i:^troons. at their own expense, fit up places 
for the cattle and furnish everything necessary for their support 



XI. In case it should not suit the r(>rni)any to send any ships, or 
there shnuhl l)c no room in the ships sailing; thither, then the said 
patroons, after having cotnnuuiicate l tlieir intentinns and nhtained 
consent from the Company in writini^, may send their own ships or 
yachts thither, provided that, j^oitiLj an I cominci;, they depart not 
from their ordinary course, lui^ive security to tlic Company for the 
^ame and take on hoard an assistant'*'^ at the expense of the patroons 
as to his board and of the Company as to his monthly wajjcs, on 
pain, if doincf contrary hereto, of forfeiting all right and title they 
have obtained to the colony. 



XII. Inasmuch as it is the intention of the Company to people 
the island of the Afanhattes first, this island shall provisionally also 
be the staple port for all products and wares that are found on the 
North River and lands thereabouts, before they are allowed to be 
sent elsewhere, excepting such as are, from their nature, unneces- 
sary there and such as can not without great loss to their owners 
be brought there ; in this case the owners thereof must give timcl> 
notice in writing of the difficulty attending: the same to Uie Com- 
pany here, or the commander and council there, that such measures 
may be taken as the situation of affairs shall be found to require. 

XIII. All the patrrx)ns of colonies in Xew Xetherlands and col- 
onists living on the island of the Manhnttcs shall be at liberty to 



"* A f tipcrmffo; ice art. jatm. 
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van Florida tot T crra-Xcuf toe / ini<lts met alle hare geliandclde 
goederen voor eerst wederom op 'tFylandt van de Mdiiliiittrs 
keerctidc / en betaleiide viji ten huiulert voor recoi^nitie aen de 
Comi)a_L;nie / oni soo't nio«^elijc is / van dacr / na belioorlijckc 
Inventarisatie van alle ingcladen q'ocderen / na dcse Landeii 
ghcsonden te worden. Ende oft ,i;el)eurde dat sukks niet en konde 
ghescliieden / 'tzy door contrarie Str(K)inen oft andersints / in 
sulckcn ^^cvalle snllen dcselve j^'^oederen iicrgens elders mogeu 
gebracht worden / als alhier te Lande / 

C ocn 

[folio 3b] 

cm met kennisse vande Bewinthebberen / ter plaetse dacr zy ar- 
riveren sullen / ghelost ende gheinventaneert / ende de voorsz 
recognitie van vijf ten hondert / hier te I^nde aende Conipagnie 
betadt te worden / op verbeurte van hare gehandelde Goederen / 
ofte de rechte waerde / indien zy ter contrarie deden. 

XIV. In cas dat de Scliepen van de Patroonen / in't gacn ofte 
komcn / ofte in't bevaren van de Cnste van Florida tot Tcrra-Xcuf, 
ende verder niet / binnen ons Oetroy / eenighe Prinsen van ilen 
V^yandt qnamen te veroveren / sullen gelunulen zijn deselvc te 
brenghen ofte doen brenglien / aen de Cainer ter plaetse daer zy 
uytghevaren zijn / om by Haer E. gebeneficeert tc worden: End^ 
sal de Conipagnie bet denle-i>arl daer van beli<^nden / l)lijveiide de 
andere twee derde-j)arten voor haer tegens haer gedane kostcn cade 
Risico, alles op de ordre van de Compagnie. 

XV. Sal Dock de ghemelte Patr<tonen vry stacn / al-oninic op 
de Custc van Nieu-Nederlandt ende Circumjacenticn van dien / 
te verhandclen hare Ciocderen aldacr ghcconqiiesteert / v«x)r allcr- 
liandc soorten van Coopmanschappen laor vnllende / uytghe'ion- 
dert r>evers / THters / Mincken eiidc alilerhande Pcltcrijen / weleke 
liandelinghe de Compagnie aileen voor haer reserveert : Doch wcrdt 
het selfdc tocghcstaen te moghen ghcschieden dacr de Compagnie 
gheen Commissie en hecft / midt.s dat soo lanighc Ilandelaers ghe- 
houden sullen zijn / alle dc Pelterijen die zy sullen konnen be- 
comcn / tc brenglicn op't Eylandt van de Manhattcs, soo't ccnich- 
sins moghelijck is / ende die aldacr tc Icvercn aen den Dirccteur / 
oni by hem met de Sclieix^n ende Goederen licrwacrts aen ghcson- 
c*cn tc wcrden / ofte alhier te Lande komendc sonder *t«iclvc 
ghcdaen tc hebbcn / die te losscn met kennisse vanile Conipagnie 
onder bchoorlijckcn Invcntaris / om by haer betaelt te werdcn aen 
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sail and traffic along the entire coast from Florida to Terra Neuf, 
providetl that they do firs^t rettnn with all such goods as they shall 
get in trade to the island of the Manimttcs and pay five per cent 
duty to the Company, in order that if possible, after proper inven- 
tor)' of the goods in the ship, the same may thence be sent hither. 
And if it should so happen that they could not return, whether 
from contrary currents or otherwise, the said goods may be brought 
nowhere but to thb country, in order that they may be unladen 
and inventoried with the .knowledge of the directors at the place 
where they may arrive and the aforesaid duty of five per cent 
paid to the Company here, on pain, if they do otherwise, of for- 
feiture of their gopds obtained, or the true value thereof. 



XIV. In case the ships of the patroons. in going or coming or in 
sailing along the coast from Florida to Terra Ncuf and no further, 
within [the limits of j our charter should conquer any prizes from 
the enemy, they must bring them, or cause tlicni to be brouglit, to 
the Chamber of the place from which they sailc 1 in order that their 
honors may have the benefit thereof; the Q)Uipany sliall keep the 
one third part thereof and the remaining two thirds shall belong 
to them in consideration of the expense an 1 risk at which tliey 
have been, all according to the orders of the Company. 

XV. It shall also be ])ennitttMl the aforesaid |)atrootis, all along 
the coast of New Netherland and places circumjacent, to tra<le 
their gQO<ls. products of that country, for all sorts of merchandise 
that may be had there, except beavers, otters, minks and all sf)rts 
of peltry, which trade alone the Company reserves to itself. But 
permission for even this trade is granted at places where the Com- 
pany has no agent,. on the condition that such traders must bring 
all the peltry they may be able to secure to the island of the Man- 
hattes, if it is in any way practicable, and there deliver them to the 
director, to be by him sent hither with the ships and goods; or, if 
they should come here without having done so, then to unload them 
with due notice to the Company and proper inventory, that they 

ID 



uiyiii^ud by Google 



146 



NEW YORK STATE UBRARY 



de Compagnie een Gulden van yedcr leverbaer Vel / Otter ende 
Bever / blijvende den inkoop Risico 

ende 

[folio 4] 

.ende alle andere onconsten tot lastc van de Fatroonen oftc 
Eyghenaers. 

XVI. Alle grove Waren die de Colonicrs vande Fatroonen al- 
daer sullen hebben gheconqnestccrt / 'tzy Feck / Teer / Weed- 
asch / Hout / Granen / Visch / Zoudt / Hartsteen ofte dier- 
gelijcke / sullen met de Scliepen van- de Compagnie overgebracht 
werden teghens achthien Guldens par Last / vier duysent voor een 
Last gherekent / midts dat het Bootsvolck van de Compagnie het 
Zoudt sullen gehouden zijn te kruyen ende aenboort te brenghen / 
waer van de thien Lasten een horidert maecken. Ende by ghebreck 
van Schepen / ofte plaetse inde Schepen / vermoghen 'tselve met 
hun eyghen Schepen te doen overcomen op hare costen: Ende 
ghenieten hier te Lande alsulcke Vryheden ende Benefitien / als 
de Compagnie vergunt is / mits in beyde ghevallen betalende / 
boven de recognitie van vijf ten hondert / achthien guldens van 
yeder hondert Zouts / dat met de Schepen vande Compagnie over- 
ghebracht wort 

XVIL Ende alle Waren die int voorgaende Articule niet gemen- 
tioneert en zijn / ende gheen I^st-warcn en zijn / daer van sal 
voor Vracht betaelt worden een Daelder voor elck hondert ponden 

Gcwichts / ende de Wijnen / r>raiide\vijnen / Verjiiys ende Azijnen 
sullen betalen par Vat achtliien i^ail'lens. 

XVIIL De Compagnie belooft de C"<>l(Miicrs van dc Fatroonen / 
inden tijdt van thicn Jaren niet te l)e-> waren met (V)nvoy / To] / 
Accijs / Impostcn / ofte ecnighc andcrc Contribiitien : Ende na 
d'cxpiratie van dc selve thien jaren / ten lioonrlisten met sulckcn 
Convoy als de Goederen hier te Lande tcghcnwoordigh beswaert 
zijn. 

XIX. Dat zy oock i^ane Colonicrs van de Fatroonen / Man ofte 
Won / Soon ofte Docbtt r / Dienst knccbt ofte DiensUnaccht / 
sullen uyt hareu dienst onttrccken; Ende schoon ye- 

C2 mant 

[folio 4])] 

mant alsnlcks beq-eerde / datse flen sclven niet en snllen aennemen / 

veel min gedooghcn Uat zy van hare Fatroonen in eens anderg 
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may pay to the Company one g^uildcr for each merchantable beaver 
and otter skin ; the cost, insurance and all other expenses to remain 
at the charge ot the |;>atroons or owners. 



XVI. All raw materials which the colonists of the patroons shall 
have obtained there, such as pitch, tar, potash, timber, grain^ fish, 
salt, limestone and the like, shall be conveyed in the Company's 
ships at the rate of 18 guilders per last, four thousand weight to be 
accxmnted a last, and the Company's ship's crew shall be obliged 
to wheel and bring the salt on board, whereof 10 lasts make a 
hundred.* And, in case of lack of ships or of room in the ships, 
they may send it over in their own ships at their own cost and 
enjoy in this country such freedoms and benefits as have been 
granted to the Company ; but in either case they must pay, over and 
above the duty of five per cent, 18 guilders for each hundred of 
salt that is carried over in the Company's ships. 



XVII. For all goods not mentioned in the foregoing article and 
which are not carried by the last there shall be paid for freight 
one daelder for each hundred pounds weight ; and for wines, 
brandies, verjuice and vinegar, there shall be paid 18 guilders per 
cask. 

XVIII. The Company j)r()inises the colonists f)f the i)atroo!is not 
to lay any duties, tolls, excise, inij)osts or any other contributions ui)on 
them for the space of 10 years; and after the expiration of the 
said 10 years, at the highest, such dues [only] as the goods pay 
here at present. 

XIX. They will nut take from the -erviee <»i the ]>atr(Knis any of 
their colonists, either man or woman, son nv dauL^hter, manservant 
or maidservant; and, thoui;h any of these shouM desire it they will 
not receive tiicm, much less permit them tu leave their patroons and 

* Hwidred; im old meamre for eoarte salt, equal to 248 bectolitera, about 704 Iniaheta. 
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(liciist soiidcn u\ cilonpLii / als nac voori^aciulc scliriflclijokc bc- 
williginghc van hare l^itioonen. Ende (lit gc(luyrciule den tijdt 
van snlckc Jarcii als zy acn hare Patrooncn vcrlxuidcMi zijn / na 
welcker oxj)iratic lict dc I'atroonon vry sal staoii de Colonicrs / di-: 
in liarcn <licnst nitt uilloii contiiuicren / hicr te docn hrengen / 
ende dan ccrst in hare vryhcyt te stellcn. Ende so wat Colonier 
aen een ander Patroon overloopt / ofte buyten zijn Contract hem in 
vrylieyt sal begeven / den selven beloven wy / na vermoghen / tc 
docn Icveren in handen van zijnen Patroon ofte Commijs / om 
aldaer na gelegcntheyt van saken teghens hem gheprocedeert te 
wordcn / na Coustume descr Landen. 

XX. Alle Vonnissen by de Gerechten van de Patroonen ge- 
wesen / monterende boven dc somme van vijftigh Guldens / daer 
van sal Appel vallen aen den Commandeur ende Raden van de 
Compagnie in Nieu-Nederlandt. 

XXI. Ende belanghende de particuliere Persoonen / die voor 
haer selfs ofte anderen / die in dienst van haer Meesters hier te 
Lande in minder ghetal / als de Patroonen / derwaerts als vrye 
Luyden sullen gaen woonen / sullen met goet vinden van den 
Directeur ende Raedt aldaer / soo veel Landts verm<>gen te kiesen 
ende aenvcerden / als zy bequamelijck sullen konnen bearbeyden / 
ende 'tselve in voUen eygendom behouden / voor haer oft voor haer 
Meesters. 

XXII. Oock vermosen te vangen met de vrye Jacht / so te 
Water / als tc Lande / generalijck indc publijcke Piosschen ende 
Rivicren / ende privative / in't Resort van hare Colonicn / na 
d'ordre van den Diroctmir ende Raedt. 

XXITI. S()(i wic 'tzy ('oloiiicrs van de Patroonen v<»or haer 
Patroonen / olte vrye Euyden / vour haer selven / ofte anderc 
parti- 
culiere 

[folio 5] 

culiere voor hare Meesters / vindon lH?quanic Stranjlcn / Raey- 

en ,/ ofte anderc iL^luki^cnlhcyt tot \'isschcrycn / ofte oni aldaer 
/out- 1 'aunt 11 tc niakcn ' vcrrnoL^hcn 't^cl fdc Ic acnvccidcn ende te 
l)carl)cydcn in vollcn cy.i^^hcndoni / met excI^-^^o van allc anderen. 
W'crdt dc Patro(^ncn \an <lc Colonicrs 00c Scdu-pcn tucL;c>tacn te 
sendcn kmcTs de Cn-tc van Xicn-Xcdcrlant op <lc \'i^srhcrve van 
de t alxljauw / ende met dc VauL^hst te ijacji adroictnrc na Ttalien 
ofte anderc Xcutrale Eanden ; mi(!ts in snlcken cfhcvallc aen dc 
Compagnie voor rccognitic te betalen scs guldens par Last: Ende 
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enter into the service of another, except on written consent obtained 
previously from their patroons and this for and during so many 
years as they are bound to their patroons; after the expiration 
whereof » the patroons shall be at liberty to bring hither such col- 
onists as will not continue in their service and then only to set them 
free. And if any colonist runs away to another patroon, or, con- 
trary to his contract, leaves his service, we promise to do everything 
in our power to deliver the same into the hands of his patroon or 
commis that he may be prosecuted there according to the customs 
of this country, as occasion may require. 

XX. From all judgments given by the courts of the patroons 
above 50 guilders, there shall be appeal to the Company's com- 
mander and council in New Netherland. 

XXI. And as to private persons who on their own account, or 
others who in the service of their masters here in this country 
shall go thither and settle as freemen in smaller numbers than the 
patroons,^' tlicy may with the approbation of tlie director and coun- 
cil there, choose and take possession of a-^ much lanil as llu-y can 
properly cultivate and hold the same in full ownership cither for 
themselves or for their masters. 

XXII. They shall also have rights of hunting, as well by water as 
by land, in common with others in public woods and rivers and 
exclusively within the limits of their colonies, according to the 
orders of the director anrl council. 

XXIII. Whosoever, whether colonists of the patroons for their 
patroons, or free men for themselves, or other ]>rivate persons for 
their masters, shall liuil any sliores, hays or other places suitable 
for fisheries or the making of sail pans may take j)ossession thereof 
and work them as their own absolute property ! > the exclusion of 
all others. The patroons of colonists are i^ranted permission also 
to send ships along the coast of New Netherland on the cod fishery, 
and with the catch to go directly to Italy or other neutral coim tries, 
provided they pay to the Company in such cases a dut\' of six 
guilders per last ; and if they come to this country with their lading. 



^ Smaller number than that rcquirt^d of a patromi by art. III. 
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hier te Lande comende met hare Ladinghe / vry zijn / sonder 
onder pretext van dit consent / ofte van de Compagnie / eenigfae 
andere Waren na Italien te voeren / op arbitrale straffe / blijvende 
in't believen van de G>mpagnie een Sobra Cargo op elck Schip 
te stellen / als in't dfste Artijcal. 

XXIV. £nde Indien ycmant van dese Coloniers / door zijn in- 
dustrie ende naerstichcyt / quame te ontdecken eenige Mineralen / 
costelijcke Gesteenten . / Cristallen / Marmoren ofte yets dier- 
gelijcke / cock cenighe Visscheryen van Peerlen / sullen de selve 
de Patroon ofte Patroonen van alsulcke Colonic eygen blijven; 
midts dc \ inder toclcgghende voor een premie sulcx als de Pa- 
troon alvoren met zijn Colonien sal stipuleren by Contract. Ende 
sullen de Patroonen vry zijn van alle recognitie aen de Compagnie 
den tijdt van aclit Jaren / ende alleen voor 'toverbrenghen bctalen 
twee ten hondert / ende nae de voorscbreven acbt Jaren voor 
recognitie ende vracht / een achtste part van 'tghene het hier te 
Lande waerdigh is. 

XXV. De Compagnie sal alle Coloniers / soo vrye / als dienst- 
bare nemen in bare Sauvegarde / ende dcselve tegbens alle In- 
landtsche ende Wtlandtscbe Oorloghe ende gheweldt / met de 
macht die zy aldaer heeft / helpen defenderen / soo ved moghelijck 
zijn sal. 

C3 Soo 

[folio 5bJ 

XXVI. Soo wie eenighe Colonien sullen planten buyten 'tResort 
van Manhattes Eylandt / sullen ghehouden wesen de Wilde van 
die plaetse voor de grondt te contenteren / ende de Limiten van 
hare Colonien moghen vergrooten / midts na advenant Coloniers 
daer plantend^. 

XXVII. Sullen haer oock de Patroonen ende Coloniers / inson- 
derheydt evertueren / om op't spoedighste eenighe middelen onder 
haer te vinden / waer mede zy den Predicant ende Schoolmeester 
sullen mogen onderhoudcn / op dat de Godsdienst ende yver tot de 
Religie in haer niet en verflaeuwe / ende voor *teerste derwaerts een 
Siecke-Trooster versorghen. 

XXV'III. De Colonien die op de respective Rievieren ofte Eylan- 
den sullen conien tc lei;:i,dien / sullen v«.Tmoi;bcn (te woten / elcke 
Rievierc ofte Eylandt voor sicb) een Gecommitteerde iiyt te 
iiiuccken / die den Commandeur ende Raedt van dat Glicweste 
sal informeren / ende zijns Colonies saecken by den Raedt be- 
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they shall be free, but th^ shall not, under pretext of this consent 
or {leave] from the Company, carry any other goods to Italy on 
pain of peremptory punishment, it remaining at the option of the 
Company to put a supercargo on board each ship as in the eleventh 
article. 

XXIV'. In case any of the colonists, by his industry and diligence 
should discover any minerals, precious stones, crystals, marbles or 
the like, ur any p.-arl fishery, the same shall be and rcniaiii tlie 
property of the patroon or patroons ot sucli colony, pr».>vi(le 1 the 
discoverer be given sncli premium as the patroon shall beforehand 
stipulate with his colonists by contract. Aiul the patroons shall 
be exempt from the payment of any duty to the Lomi)any for the 
term of eight years, and for freight merely shall pay two per cent; 
and after the aforesaid eight years, for duty and freight, one 
eighth part of what the same may be worth in this country. 



XX\'. The Company will take all the colonists, free men as well 
as those tliat are in service, under its protection and help to defend 
them against all domestic and foreign attacks and violence, with 
the forces it has there, as much as lies in its power. 



XXVI. Whosoever shall settle any colonies out of the limits of 
Mmhattes Island must satisfy the Indians of that place for the land 
and may enlarge the limits of their colonies if they settle a propor- 
tionate number of colonists thereon. 

XXVII. The patroons and colonists shall in particular endeavor 
as quickly as possible to find some means whereby they may support 
a minister and a schoolmaster, that thus the service of God and zeal 
for religion may not grow cool and be neglected among them, and 
they shall for the first, procure a comforter of the sick there. 

XXVIII. The colonies that shall be established on the respective 

rivers or islands ( that is to say, each river or island for itself), may 

ai)point an aq"ent, wlio ^hall give tiie commander and council in- 
formation about that district and further matters before tlie council 
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vorderen; Van welcke Gecommitteerde alle twee Jaren een sal 
verandert worden / ende alle de Colonien sullen ghehouden zijn / 
ten minsten alle twaelf Maenden / pertinent rapport van haer 
Colonie ende Landen daer ontrent / aen den Commandeur ende 
RaeJt aldaer over te senden. 

XXIX. De Coloniers sullen niet vermoghen aldaer eenighe Wol- 
len / Linnen ofte Cattoene Lakenen te maecken / ofte eenighe 
andere stoflFen te Weven; op pene van uytghestooten ende als 
meyneedigh arbitralijck ghestraft te worden. 

XXX. Sal de Conipagnie haer evertueren / om aen de Coloniers 
SCO veel Swarten toe te stellen / als haer moghelijck wesen / sal / 
op de ordre daer van te maecken ; sender nochtans daer in ghehou- 
dcn of verbondcn to zijn / verdcr of langer als haer sulcx sonde 
nioghen ghclicvcn. 

De 

[folio 6] 

XXXI. ])v CompaiLriiic bcloot't 't Fort i*]) 'tl^vlandt van de Man- 
haltrs, op iu't spocdi^hslc te docn voltreckcii in behoorlijcke de- 
fcnsie. I'.ndc dcsc \ rylicyden ende Excmptien by hare lloogli- 
Mogli. de Heercn Staten Generael te doen approberen ende con- 
firmeren.** 

FINIS. 
t'AMSTELREDAM, 

Gedrnckt by Theiinis Jacubsz. Anno 1O31. 

** Note in manuscript: t.7. Juny t6t9 gearrestefrt. 
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relating to his colony ; of which agents one shall be changed every 
two years; and all colonies must, at least once in every 
12 months, send an exact report of their colony and of the lands 
tliereatx>ut to the commander and council there. 

XXIX. Tlie colonists shall not be j)crniittcil to make any woolen, 
linen or cotton cloth, nor to weave any other .stutTs there, on pain 

of being banished and peremptorily punished as oath breakers. 

XXX. The (Ompan) will cndcavf^r to snp])ly the colonists witii as 
many blacks as it possibly can, on the conditions hereafter to be 
made, without h'>w< ver bcinj; bound to do so to a greater extent or 
for a longer time tlian it sliall see ht. 



XXXI. The Company jjromises to finish tlic fort 0:1 the island of 
the Manliattcs, and to put it in a posture of defe:ise without delay. 
And to have these Frec<loms and E.xemplions approved and e^n- 
tirmed by tlieir High Mightinesses tlie Lords States General.^' 

FINIS. 
AT AMSTELREDAM. 



Printed by Theunis Jacobsz. Anno 1631. 

** Note in mantMcriiit: Paascd June j, 16J9. 
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Notification by Samuel Godyn, Kiliaen van Rensselaer and 
Samuel Blommaert that they send two persons to New 
Netherland to inspect the country^^ 

January /j, 162^ 

Extract from the register of resolutions of the West India 
Company, Chamber of Amsterdam. 

The 13th of January 1629 
President President Godyn and Mr Rensselaer notify tlie Chamber 
Godyn that their honors tojL^ether with Mr Blommaert by the ships 
now going to New Netherland send two persons, one named CUlis 
Houset, sailor, the other Jacob Jansz Cuyper, with the intention, in 
case they make favorable report to their honors, of planting a colony 
there in accordance with the conditions^'' drawn up by the As- 
sembly of the XIX. 

Registration by M ichiel Pauw of a colony on the river 

of Sickenames'* 

June 7, 162^ 

Extract from the register of resolutions of the West India 
Company, Chamber of Amsterdam 

The 7th of June 1629 

^ Jacket ^<>nfr«iter Michiel Pauw notifies tliis Oianiber that his 
de La Mitu honor fleclarcs himself as patroon of a colony which 
he agrees to i)lant, on tlic conditions ratified today in the 
Assembly of the XIX, in New Netherland, on the river of 



"V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, I. yb. Other copy in V. R. B. Mss 33, entitled: Lijste 
vande Coionien Ttr Camet* van amsttrdom atngegevtn, 0nd* fnd* Vtrgadtringh* wmd» 

xixen: in Z.-d^irdt Jen .»r: dccemb r6,;o: Recrlrahrcri (f.ist of the colnnirs rccistcrcd 
with the Cliamber of Amsterdam, abstracted for the Assembly of the XIX, in Zealand, 
Dec. 21. 1630): and eitdorsed: PrttensUn vamde Participftnttn inde Colonie Rent* 
selacrsxvijck (('laiiii'; of tlic participants in the colony of RcnSicIaerswyik). 

In the Letter Book occur two scries of extracts from the register of resolutiotw of tlie 
West India GMnpany, Chamber of Amsterdam; the first of these is found on f.9b-to 
and includes entries for Jan. 13. June 7, June 19, Oct. 15, Oct. 2;, Nov. i, Nov. 16, 
Nov. 19, i6^9. and April 17, 1630; the second scrips is found on f.jSt) -^ob and in- 
cludes entries for Nov. 7, 1630, May 16, May 19 and July 7, i6ji. Similarly V. R. B. 
Mss 33 is composed of extracts from this register of resolutions for Jan. 13, June 7, 
June TO. Oct. IS. Oct. 22, Nov. 16, Nov. 10. )6.'o. T.in. 10, April 17 .md Nov. 7. 1630; 
and V. R, B. Mss 34 is composed of extracts for June 19, Nov. i, Nov. 16 and Nov. 19, 
i6jo. For Nov. 19, 1629. V. R. B. Mss 35 Rtves an additional cofiy. The entry fot 
each of those d.itcs lias been printi rl but onro at;<l tli.it nn<b r its own date. 

'** Draft of the charter of Freedoms and Kxcmptions, March 2K, i6.>8. 

** V, R. B. Mss, LttUr Book, f. 9b. Other copy in V. R. B. Mss 33. 
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Sickcnames,^ beginning at the entrance of the said river, and prays 
the said Chamber to be fdeased to take notice thereof. 

Registration by Samuel Godyn of the colony of Swanendael, on 

the bay of the South River^<^ 

June ip, id^p 

£xtract from the raster of resolutions of the West India 
Gnnpany, Chamber of Amsterdam 

The 19th of June 1629 
^nMent Mr Samuel Godijn haviiiL,'^ heretofore caused it to be re- 
gistered here tliat he intended to plant a colony ni New 
Nctlierland and that to that end he liad enq-ai^^ed two persons to go 
thither to inspect the situation of the country, declares now that he 
agrees to occupy in the capacity of patroon the bay of the South 
River, on the conditions ratified at the last session of the XIX, of 
which he also advised Director Pietcr Minuict by the last ships and 
charged him to register tlie same there. 

Registration by Michiel Pauw of a colony on the iidand of Per- 

nando do Noronho^^ 

October is, 1629 

Extract from the register of resolutions of the West India 
Company, Chamber of Amsterdam 

The 15th of October 1629 

Vice President My Michicl Pouw declares himself as patroon of the is- 
land thus far called Isle femande Noronho^ and states 
that he intends to jdant a colony there at the earliest opportunity in 

" Sickrnainr;. or SkcAhanis River, a stream east of the Copnccticat River; Me 
Carte Figurative, 1616, Doe. rel. to Col. Hist. N. Y., 1:13. 

«• y. R. B. list. Letter Book, t 9b. Other copy in V. R. B. Mtt 33. Third copy in 
V. F Ti. Vst 74. entitled: Rxtrackten uijt hrt 7?i'>:ij.vr dcr Rcsolutien genomen bijde 
Bewinthebberen vande Ceoctroijeerde Westindischt Compaignie ter Camere tot Am- 
ttolrodam (Ejrtracts from the re^«t(r of retolutioni pasted hy the director! of the 
Chartered West India Com|)any, Chamber of Amsterdam) ; and certified by Notary 
Joost van de Ven, Oct. 19. 1649, to agree with the original extracts certified by 
Gi'jsbcrt Rudolphij. Translation revised from O'Callaghan. History of Ntw Noth*rla»d, 
l.Mro. 

" y. R. B. Mss. Letter Book, {. 9b. Other copy in V. R. B. Mss 33. 
" Fernando do Noronho; island in the South Atlantic Ocean, 125 miles from the 
cutcra cxtranity of BratiL 
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accordaiKc with tlic JCxciiiplions and Freedoms ratiticd on the 7th 
of June 1629 by the Assembly of tlie XIX. 



Registration by Albert Coenraets Burgh of a colony on the 

island of St Vincent^'-' 

October 22^ 162^ 

Extract from the. register of resolutions of the West India 
Company, Chamber of Amsterdam 

The 22(1 of October 1629 

Pre M i< nt Mr Albertus Conradus declares himself as patroon of St 
Vincent, among the CartscMr' Islands and states that he 
intends to plant a colony there at the earliest opportunity in accord- 
ance with the Exemptions and Freedoms ratified on the 7th of June 
1629 by the Assembly of the XIX. 

Registration by Albert Coenraets Burgh and others of a colony 
on the east side of the South Bay^ 

November J, 1629 

Extract from the register of resolutions of the West India 
Company, Chamber of Amsterdam 

The 1st of November 1629 

President Albert Coctiracts and Company declare themselves 
Hamti from now on as patroons of the east si<le of the South 
Bay, beginninc^ at the mouth of the bay [and cxtendinp^] to the nar- 
rows of the South River opjiosite the land which Gillis Houset 
bought for his masters, intending to send a colony thither at the 
first opportunity in accordance with the articles ratified by the As- 
sembly of the XIX. 

« y. R. B. Mts, Letter Book, i. 9b. Other copy in V. R. B. Mss 33. 
" Caribbean. 

**V,R.B.Mts, Letter Book, f.io. Other copy in V.R,B.Mu 34. 
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Registration by Samuel Blommaert of a colony on the Fresh 

River» 

November 16, 

lixlracts from tin- riL;istcr of resolutions of ilic West Jmlia 
Company, Chanibcr o£ Aiiisierdam 

The i6th of November 1629 

Pretid«nt Confrater Siimiit ! Hlo})unaci t declares himself from now 
MieUel P»u:v 

un as patroon of the Fresh River, lyini:;^ in New Nether- 
land between tlie North River and the river of Siciaiuiiiws, intending 
to send a colony thither at the first opportunity (in accordance with 
the articles ratitied by the Assembly of the XIX, and giving the 
river the name of Blommcrts River). 

Registration by Kiliaen van Rensselaer and associates of a colony 
above and below Port Orange, on both sides of the North 
River® 

November ip, 1629 



Copy 



Clcin Sci^d 

2 st [signed] J bruijningh 



Extract from the register of resolutions kept by the directors of the 
Chartered West India Company, Chamber of Amsterdam 

Monday the 19th of November 1629 

Kiiiaen van renselaer declares himself cum suis from 
Veriot^ now OH as patroon on the North River of New Nether- 
land beginning above and below Fort Orange,** on both sitles of the 
river with the islands therein, as many leagues downwards as the 
Assembly of the XIX has determined, intending to send a colony 
thither at the firsl op[>ortunity on the conditions framed as aforesaid 

^V.E.B.Mss. Letter Book. f. lo. O'.hcr copies in V. R, B. M$s 33 and 34, from 
which the part in parentheses has been supplied. 

■ V. R, B. Mu 35, marked No. t. Other copiet in V. R. B. Mss 33, 34 and Letter 
Book, f.io, from die lait named of which copica the name of the preaident haa been 
aupplicd. 

** Given aa Simom van dtr Does in de Lael, Jatrlifek Verkatl. 
"JI«fiaMntf« k«v§n €ndt bnud*n Van M fort Ondgnion, 
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by the AssLMiibly of the XIX. Umlcrncatli was written: Agrees 
with the aforesaid register; and was signed; In the absence of the 
advocate, Johannes Dijckman. 

After collation this is fount! to agree with the authentic extract, 
which I, notary public residing at Amsterdam certify and in witness 
whereof I have hereto affixed my signature, Uiis i9tli of April 1649. 

[signed] /; vande Ven 
nots Pub, 

! ! • ' I . . ■ ' • xix. 

Registration by Michiel Pauw of the colony of Pavonia, on both 
sides of the North River, from the Narrows north^^ 

January 10, 1630 

Extract from the register of resolutions of the West India 
Company, Chamber of Amsterdam 

The 10th of January 1630 

M Pauw dedares himself as patroon of the colony which, in con- 
formity with the Exemptions and Freedoms ratified by the Assembly 
of the XIX, he agrees to plant at the first opportunity, banning on 
the west side with Machack machoons land which is included, thence 
southward to the hamels hooffden^ and on the east side from the 
Hamels hooffden northward as far as the Freedoms allow, including 
the islands situated within these limits, everything in New Nether- 
land, on both sides of the North River. 



Instructions to Bastiaen Jansz Krol^ 
Q^^^ January 12, 1630 

Jaiks ilea, llie 12th of January 1630, in Amsterdam 
Instructiotis from Kiliacn 'i-ivi Rensselaer for Bastiiicu lansscn 
Crol, commis at Fort Oran_L,^e, wlio if he see< fit may call to his as- 
sistance D'lrck CorncUssz, liis ondcr-cot)imis, and such other per- 
sons as he shall think best and advisable. 



«• In V. R. B. Mm 33. 

The Narrows. 

«• y. R. B. Mu, Utur Book, f-SSb. Extract in V. R. B. Ma 36. 



Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



First, Crol shall try to buy the lauds hereafter named for the said 
Rensselaer, from the Mahijcans, Maquaas or sucli otlier nations as 
have any claim to ttiem, giving them no occasion for discontent, tmt 
treating them with all courtesy and discretion. 

And what he shall give to the said nations in consideration of the 
aforesaid purchase, he shall take (according to the order of the Com- 
pany; from its merchandise, charging the same by measure or weight 
to the said Rensselaer. The limits he shall extend as far as possible, 
as higli alx)vc Fort Orange and as far inland as they will in any 
way cede, equally below Fort Orange, even if it were five or more 
leagues above and as many below the same fort, and as far inland 
as possible,'"^ specially iii places where tliere is Hat and good land 
and tlie least underbrush and trees. He shall also inspect the same 
as carefully as possible in order to write to me all the particulars 
thereof, to wit, how many islands from the uppermost to the lowest 
part there are in the said riv^r, how long and wide they are and 
what kind of soil they have, to wit, each island separately, al^o how 
far the same are apart from each other and from the mainland, 
about how deep the water is and what further may be of interest. 

Also, how much flat and arable land there is along the river, that 
is the width and the length of each piece, also what follows toward 
the inland in the way of woods and mountains, stating what kinds 
of wood, soil, stone, minerals and the like there are ; all of which 
land he can measure by pacing. 

In case he can not purchase the said lands from one or two na- 
tions, that he purchase the same from all who pretend any right to 
them. Having bought the islands, that he convene not only the re- 
spective chiefs but all the people, in order to make the payment in 
the presence of them all, and that lie take> then the chief of each na- 
tion to the island of tlic Mdiiluites to con firm the pnrchase before the 
director and conncil, and tliat he have the same recorded among the 
resolutions and send me a copy. 

de Limiten, sal hy too vuijt ncmen als hy eenighsins sal conntn dotn, Soo hoot* 
ende brcct boien hct fort Oraniiicn als syluijicn ernichsins sullen willen afstant dom 
als mede bcncden het fort Oran^wn alwacr lut vyff ofte nteer mijUn boven ende ooek 
SOO vooir honedtn tutsthe fort on too ditp telando i» oi* oonighsims doomtyek ii. It 
il not clear fntm this slatrmcnt >\I)otlicr l!ic vntro^n ititi-ti'lcd that the land should 
extend, if possible, five Dutch miles or leagues above Furt Orange and as many below, 
or tiiat it niglit be situated at a distance of five ieagaet from Fort Orange, abore and 

br'ow. In view of t!tc limitation of four IcaRttcs in the fifth article of the Freerloms 
mad Exemptions as to land to be purchased on one side of a navigable river and the 
actual purchase in 1630 and 163 1 of exactly four leagues on the west side of tihe river* 
it is likely that the second interpretatioci i» oorrect; thoogh the actual wording is ia 
favor of the first interpretation. 
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Herewith a wood-measure rule, i Yi feet long, the f cx)t containing 
II inches, 13 feet making one Amsterdam rod and 600 [square] rods 
one morgen of land. 

Tliesc instructions the said Crol shall coniininiicate to Director 
Victcr Miuxiit, with tlic request to show me such favors as the ser- 
vice of the Company permits anti no others, notifying him that I 
liave engaged Wolff crt Ccrriissz, farmer, to direct provisionally all 
my affairs concerning the farms and purchase of cattle, [asking him 
also to] show [said Gerritssz] every favor as to what he may need 
lor me for that purpose, also to cause to be made what he may want 
in the way of hardware or other things and to charge the same to 
my account, and if he needs any carpenters, for the erection of my 
houses, barracks, barns, sheepfold or other buildings, to accommo- 
date him therew ith if they are not more needed for the Company, 
otherwise, as Cornclis Lambertsss Steenbacker needs carpenters and 
smitlis for making his tile and brickyard, the same men could at my 
expense work some days or weeks for me, and if I should need a 
slobp or boat, master Reyn Harmanssen could make the same at my 
expense. 

The said Crol shall also take due notice of everything that is done 
for me near Fort Orange, taking good care that the house be built 
near the creek on the west side of the river, on the north side of the 
creek, on the bluff, so that there shall be no danger of being flooded 

by high water, and that at first the said house be made plain and 
simple, large and tight, and if tiles could be made ready, tliat the 

house he covered therewith. 

That the land close to hort Orange as well as near the said creek 
be tilled lirst, thereafter that on the soutli side of the house, and 
that the islands be kept for hay and as pasture for the cattle, sheep, 

hog>, etc. 

If it is a gooil acorn year tiure, that ll'ulftot (iiirilsscn or liis 
foreman have a good quantity bought up for me to be kept for the 
winter as feed for tlie hdgs. 

y\lso to look out that my men work faithfully and diligently, and 
that they do not cheat nie or sell any of my goods, and yearly to re- 
port to me the number of horses, cows, sheep and hogs I have, how 
old they are and how many have died or been bom each year. 

Also to credit the account of the provisions which my men may 
buy from the Company with the milk, butter, meat and bacon whidi 
they should deliver in return, the prices being reciprocally made as 
reasonable as possible. 
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Further, to advise nie by all favDrable opportunities of everything 
that, from lack o£ knowledge o£ circumstances, 1 can not provide 
for. 

In witness that I have requested this of him witli promise of 
proper compensation for his trouble, 1 have signed tliis with my own 
hand. Done as above. 

Underneatii was written : Kiliaen van Rensselaer 

Instructions to Woifert Gerritsz-'^ 
JoHuary i6, 1630 

Instructions from Kiliaen van Rensselaer to IVulfert Gerritssen van 
Amersfoorfi^, this i6th of January 1630, in Amsterdam 

IViilfcrt Gcrritssz aforesaid is engaged by Rensselaer, his service 
to begin on his arrival in that country. He is bound for four sum- 
mers, but Renssel\ may end the contract after one or two summers. 

The annual term of service of Wulfert is agreed upon to be from 
April to November, when all the winter seed is in the groimd ; and 
if it is very necessary he must stay through the winter and he shall 
receive 20 guilders for each month of service'^ being at his own ex- 
pense as to board. 

I have further engaged for four years beginntng in that country, 
Rutger Henrickssg van Soest, 32 years old, who shall receive 120 
guilders a year; have paid the same in advance f5o and £5 by way of 
present. 

Brant Peelen van Nijckerck on the above conditions for four 
year; at no guilders a year; paifl the same in advance £15 and by 
way of present fio; is 40 years old. 

Pietcr Ilendrickssen van Soest, as boy, shepherd or plowboy;*"'' 
also four years at 15 guilders a year and paid him in advance 15 
guilders. 

As soon as they with God's help arrive in New Netherland, Wul/F- 
ert Gerritsss and the aforesaid persons shall go before the com- 
mander and council and make promise there that not one of them 



»• v. R. B. Mss. Letter Book, f.37. 

" In the A^. Y. Col. Mss, he is occasionally referred to as Woifert Gerritss van Cotmen- 
koven. Couwenhovcn is a farm or country scat about four miles northwest of 
Amersfoort. 

" Naer de Lopendo maondon; literally, according to the current montha. 
" Plotch-drjvor. 

II 
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will trade in any peltries or skins, on forfeiture of their wages. On 
the way over they shall take care of 12 ewes and one ram which I 
have bought and send thither, that the same may arrive safely. 

Further, as the farm of Evert fockcn, deceased, which (he hav- 
ing died) has been granted to Rutgcr llcnrickssen van Socst, is not 
all of it hi for cultivation, as it has only just been begun, Wulfert 
shall go with Rutger before the commander and council and state 
that they will take care that the plowed land of the said farm, ac- 
cording to the conditions of the lords directors communicated to the 
cotmdl, shall be cultivated in order that the Company may draw 
its interest therefrom and, as th^ according to the same order of the 
directors have the right to transport the dittle with the wagons, 
plows and all other things which the Company has on the said farm 
to other places, that they intent! to move the same near Fort Orange, 
and as they, like the other farmers, nnist pay within six years 600 
guilders in money with the [increase of the] cattle and other ani- 
mals, for the four horses, four cows, two heifers, six sheep, six 
hogs, wagons and plows, that Kiliaen van Rensselaer agrees to 
pay the said amount and cattle to the Company. 

And as Evert fockes has died, if the widow should some day in 
any wise be able to enlarge the said farm, IVolffert GerritssM shall 
try to come to an understanding with her on the best possible terms 
and concede her one or two cows in order to make progress in that 
way. As to the plowed land, which amounts to little, she can have 
that cultivated by others. 

And inasmuch as Roisschicr has agreed to plant a colony, and is 
thereby bound to support 50 people in that country, he must neces- 
sarily have many animals or will otherwise not be al)Ic to maintain 
his colony. Wolffcrt Gcrritssz shall tlierefore try to obtain as many 
animals as possible from this one and that one, paying first of all at- 
tention to the two horses of tlie stave splitters, which belong to them 
and which he can obtain by giving them a small profit, as they are 
no bnger going to spUt staves. 

Secondly, as I have entered into an agreement with confrater 
Paauw concerning the remaining animals in tliat country, after the 
eight farms shall each have been provided with four horses, four 
cows, two heifers, six sheep and six hogs, which are to be sold there 
by order of the directors, Wulfert shall address the director re- 
specting this matter that his honor may act therein according to the 
letter signed by confrater Paauiw and myself and written to the 
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director and sent by Bastiaen Jansss CroL We find by estimate 
that there are about 28 animals in all, of which 15 would be for me 
and 13 for Mr Michiel Paauw, as is specified in the letter. 
Among these would be for me: 



I stallion of two winters 
I stallion of one winter 

1 bull 

3 bulls of one winter 
3 marcs of two winters 

2 marcs of one winter 
j33a COWS of thrcc winters 



Total 15 animals 

I'urtluT, IVidfcrt Gcrritssz shall try to obtain as many sheep as 
lie can at reasonable price, to send those up too ; also, as many hoj^s 
as he can conveniently feed, herd or fatten, to sell in that country, 
or otiierwise to cure or pickle for the purpose of sending them hither. 

'J"o Bastiaen laussc crol I have given an extract from the Reso- 
lution book of the Company, wherein I have declared myself as 
])atroon of the North River, above and below tlie fort, which land 
Bastiaen lansss croll shall try to purcliase for me according to the 
instructions given him. 

What further may be necessary for the accomplishment of this 
task IViffcrt Gcrritssz shall do according to circumstances and write 
me all the particulars thereof, and try to have the house built at the 
place of which I have written to Crol; other matters I leave to 
their discretion and wish them good luck on their voyage. 



[signed] 




Should probably be 4. 
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First combination of colonies in New Netherland and shares each 

partner is to have in them^ 

February r, i6$o 

Clem Segel [signed] 
2 St / bruijningh 

Copy 

Original draft of the first combination of the colonies and of what 
shares each one is to have in the others' colonies, the direction 
of each colony being reserved to the patroon by whom the 
colony was registered and in whose name it was bought of tlie 
owners according to the sealed instruments. 

Remarks on tlie colonies in New Nctherlaml, 
• this first of February 1630 

Participants in the said colonies 

Mr Coenradus on the east side This colony was abandoned 

of the bay of the South and not established. 
River 2/5 

Samuel Godyn ditto 1/5 

Samuel Blommaert 1/5 

K. V. rensselaer. 1/5' 

Total 5/5 

Hereof Mr Coenradus is to have the management in his name. 



Mr Samuel Godijn on the west 
side of the bay of the South 

River 2/5 

Mr Coenradus I/5 

Blommaert 1/5 

rensselaer 1/5 



This colony, to which later 
Other participants were added, 
was begun and finally sold to 
the West India Company. 



ToUl 5/5 

Hereof Mr Godijn is to have the management in his name. 



« v. R. B. Mss 37, Marked No. a, Li'}. NoUu-isl copy prepared by Joost v»n de Vcn, 
April 19, 1649. in oomiection wHk the ew ti mtt f between tlie cofNUtncra and the 
giiardieM of Johenncs van Rcondaer. Other eopy, witiravt notn, la LtUtr B«eft« f.i<b. 
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Mr Samuel blommacrt on the This colony was not estab- 

Fresh River 2/5 Hshed but abandoned. 

Mr Cociirailus 1/5 

Godijn 1/5 

raisslaer 1/5 

Total 5 /5 

Hereof Mr Blommaert is to have the management in his name. 

K, V, Rcnsselaer about Fort This cx>tony was established 
Orange 2/5 ^7 ^* rcnsselaer, as pa- 
Mr Coenradus 1/5 t*^?^"* w»io later bought an- 

^ ... . other i/io snare from the 

KxO xjn 1/5 i^pirs of Godijn and has now 

Blommaert 1/5 ^/iq shares, the just 1/2. bc- 

sides the rights of the pa- 
Total 5/5 troonship for himself and his 

heirs. Rcnsselaer later bought 
the remaining i/io share of 
Godijn, dcrra^e 1. from Jacob 
and hcndnc trip, so that rens- 
sclacr owns 6/10 shares. 
Hereof rcnsselaer is to have tlic management in his name. 

Each director sliall consult tlie other i)articipants and ask their 
advice in rcj^^ird to all matters under the sum of 2iyyr> t^uilders for 
each respective 1/5 share, hut above tiie aforesai<l 2000 i^uilders 
and up to 4000 j^uilder> f<.r each res[)ective 1/5 share everything 
nnist be decided by majority of votes, and above that amount by 
unanitnous vote. 

The oris^inal is written on a half sheet of paper in the, to me well 
known, hand and penmanship of Mr Kiliacn van Rcnsselaer, de- 
ceased, during his lifetime patroon of the colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck in New Netherland, whicii 1, judoeo vande Ven, sesc. 
jmperiali ab Curie hollandie authoritatibus Notarius publicus Am- 
stelodami residens, certify and in witness thereof have hereunto 
affixed my notarial signature, this 19th of April 1649 in Amsterdam. 

[signed] /; vande Ven 

Nots Pub, 
six 

A*. /rf^p. 

4' 
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Registration by Samuel Blommaert of a colony on the island of 
St Martin or on Barbados, among the Caribbean Islands^ 

April I'j, 1 6 JO 

Extract from the register of resolutions of the West India 
Company, Chamber of Amsterdam 

The 17th of April 1630 

Hm^ick'^JBrem**^^ ^/ofWifWtT/ declares that he is inclined to plant 

a colony on the island of S*. Martin or on Barhadas, 
among the Caribbean Islands, of which he requests a patent, which 
is hereby granted to his honor on the conditions granted to others. 
He declares further that he is also inclined to send a ship to get 
salt and to inspect the said island. 

Certificate of purchaM from the Indians of land on the west side 
of the Hudson River from Smacks Island to Moenemin's 

Castle and of tract of land on the east side opposite Castle 
Island and Fort Orange*' 

August IS, J 6^0 

Anno 1630, this day the 13th of Aucfust. We, the (Hrector and 
council of Now Nctherland, residing' on tlie island the Manahatas 
and in Fort Amsterdam, under the jurisdiction of their Higli 
Mif^htinesses the Lords States General of the United Netherlands 
and the Chartered West India Company, Chamber of Amsterdam, 
do hereby testify and declare, that on this day, tlie date under- 
written, before us appeared and presented themselves in their pn>pcr 
persons, Kottamack, Nawanemit, Abautsecne, SagiskTm and Kann- 
moack, owners and proprietors of their respective parcels of land 



^ I'. R. B. Mss, Lfiter Book, f.io. Other copy in V. R. B. Mss 33. 
"Given as Hendrick Broen, in dc Laet, laerlijck Vcrha.l. 

" V. R. P. Mss, Letter Book, f, i. Tlic oriRinal of tliis document is now in the 
possession of the Hon. John Boyd Thachcr, of Albany. A facsimile and translation are 
in Wilaon's Mtmeriat History of the CUy of New York, 1: 163-64: • mialler, trat 
clearer, facsimile is in Avery's History of the Unitcl States, 2'.22i. A transcript from 
a notarial copy of the original is in Holland Documents, 1:181-84, of which O'Cal- 
laghan's translation it in Doe. rel. to Col. Hut. tf. Y., Ii44* The pretent tranalatton 
is based on O'Callaghan's but follows the text of die eopgr in tlie Letter Book in 
spelling of proper names and in the close. 

As explained at length in a footnote to the certificate of May 1631, on p. tSt the 
present certificate, contrary to the statements made by historical writers, relates to the 
first purcliasr for Kiliacn van Rensselaer of land from the Indians in the vicinity of 
Fort Orange. 
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extending up the river/ south and north, from the said fori^ to a 
little south of Moeneminnes Castle,"* belonging to the aforesaid 
proprietors jointly and in conunon, and &e land called Semesseeck, 
belonging to the aforesaid Nawanemit individually, lying on the 
east bank from opposite Castle Island^ to the above mentioned 
fort; also, from Petanack, the mill creek, north to Ncgagonse; in 
extent about three leagues and declared freely and advisedly that 
for and on account of certain quantity of merchandise which they 

van dito fart off. The description of the land in this certificate is literally copied 
from that in the certificate of Aug. 6, 1630, recorded in Dutch Pattnts, GG, p. 4~6» 
in wbidi the word* dito fort refer to Fort Orange, mentioned mt the beglniiing of 
the document. A translation of tbe main body of Dutch Patents. GG, p. 4-6. is in 
Doc. rti. to Col. Hist. N. Y., 14: 1-2. A facsimile and translation of the original 
parchment certificate of Aug. 6, 1630, are in Wilton, Momorial Hittory of tho City of 
Now York, 1:163. 

Situated on what was formerly called Haver Island, and now Peoblea Island, at 
the mouth of the Mohawk River. 
* eastottt oytandt. 

** Statements by Kiliacn van Rensselaer regarding the purchases of land from the 
Indians in his letter to de I-act, June 27, 1632 (see p. 197) and in the "Account of 
the jnriadietiona,** Jvly so, 1634 (see p. 307) ahow that historical writers have erred 
in their description of the territory covered by this first purchase of Aug. 13, 1630. 
Their error is directly traceable to a misconception on the part of Jan Baptist van 
Rensselaer as to die location of the tracts referred to aa Petanodc and Wega g en a e, 
which, in his letter of June m'^n, 16-8 (O'CallaRhan, History of New S\-tlu'r!.ui.t . 
l:ias), he places on the east side of the river, whereas the "Account of the juris- 
dictions** distinctly states that they were on the west side, Petanock being defined as 
a tr.ict south and north of the " mill creek," by which is meant the Normans Kill, 
also including West or Castle Island, and Negagonae as a tract extending up to 
Moenemin*s Castle, presumably from the nor& end of Castle Island or a point just 
south of Fort Orange. From these statements, which arc confirtned by the certificates 
of March 1633, by Gerrit Willemsz Oostcrum and Peter Minuit, mentioned by Jan 
Baptist van Rensselaer, it is evident that the purchase of Aug. 13, 1630, embraced: 
t, the land on the west side of the river from Fort Orange to the Mohawk; 3, n 
small tract on the east side of the river, on both sides of the present Mill Creek, from 
opposite Castle Island to a point opposite Fort Orange; 3, the land on the west side 
of the river from a point south of the Nonnana Kill to the north point of CuUe 
Island, or possibly fo Fort Oranpc. 

As to the precise location of this point south of the Normans Kill we have no in- 
formation; from the potroon*s statement in his letter to de Laet, after tlie porchasc 
of land from Berrcn Island to Smacks Island, that they had " all the shore along the 
river on the west side, from betren Island to Momnenis Castle," wc may infer however 
that the purchase of Aug. 13, 1630, included all the land on the west dde of tiie 
river from Smacks Island to the Mohawk, a distance, according to the certificate, of 
about three Dutch miles or leagues. In May i6ji, land from Bccren Island to 
Smadcs Island was added* malcing the total distance along the west ilior^ according 
to the parchment map of Rcnssclacrswyck reproduced in this volume, eatactly four 
Dutch miles or leagues, the extent of territory on one side of a navigable river 
allowed by the fifth article of the Freedoms and Ewmptions. On April 23, 1637, 
additional land was bought on the east aide from Papieance Creek south to a point 
opposite Smacks Island. At later dates purchases were made of various islands, 
of land near the Pocsten Kill, at Catskill, Bethlehem and Claverack, but no deed from 
the Indians is recbrded or among the Rcnsselaerswyck Mss, nor is any cited in the 
" Case of the Colnny of Rcnssclacrswyck," delivered on April 2j, 1678, to the council 
of the Duke of York in support of the petition for letters patent to the colony, that 
covers the land on the cast side of the river from a point opposite Fort Orange norA. 

It is curious to note tiiat historica] writersb in placing tiie tract *' from Fietanod^ ditt 
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acknowledged to have received in their hands and possession before 
the execution hereof » by virtue and title of sale, they hereby convey, 
cede and make over to and for the behoof of the Hon. KUiaen van 
Rensselaer, absent, for whom we, ex\>fficio and with due stipula- 
tion, accept the same, namely, the respective parcels of land here* 
inbefore specified, widi the timber, appurtenances .and dependencies 
thereof, together with all the interests, rights and jurisdiction to 
them the grantors conjointly or severally belonging, constituting 
and substituting the said Hon. Rensselaer in their stead, place and 
right and in the real and actual possession thereof, and at the same 
time giving him, or those who may hcrieafter acquire his honor's 
interest, full, absolute and irrevocable power, authority and special 
command to hold, in quiet possession, cultivation, occupation and 
use, tanquam actor ct procurator in rem sua)}t ac propriaui, the said 
land acquired by the aforesaid Hon. Rensselaer ; also, to (Hspose of,, 
do with and alienate it, as his honor or others sliould or might d(r 
with his other and own lands and domains acquired by good and 
lawful title, without the grantors retaining Ihcrein, reserving or 
holding in the least any part, right, interest or authority whether 
of property, command or jurisdiction, but on the contrary, hereby, 
desisting from, yielding, giving np and retiouncing tlie same for- 
ever, for the behoof aforesaid; further promising not oidy forever 
to hold fast and irrevocable, to observe and to fulfil this, their 
conveyance, and whatever may by virtue thereof be done, but also 
to protect against eviction from the aforesaid land, Obligans et 
Renuncians A bona fide„ In testimony whereof, this is confirmed 
by our usual signatures, with the ordinary pendant seal. Done at 
the aforesaid island Manalxatas and Fort Amsterdam, on the day 
and year aforesaid. Was signed in the several hands, Peter 
Mtnuict, Director; Pieter Biflvelt, lacob Elbertsz Wissinck, Ian 
lanssen Brouwer, Sijmon Dircks pos, Reynier Harmansen, 

mill creek, north to Ncgagonse " on the cast side of the river, have apparently realized 
that tiie purchaflc of Avflr. tj, 1630, did not cover tiie distance from Suudn Idtfid 

to Fort Ot atipt . unit -^s tlic words dc Rc: icrc op rnyden cndc noorden, VCH iUo f&H 
aff were taken to mean " up the river, south and north of the said forL" Any ooe 
fandliar with the wording of the Dutch pilent* will reealt however tfut tucili plirawi 
M Muydcn end* noorden, or Muyd oosicn end* noord westen, occur in alnott every 
patent and have reference either to the mere direction of the compass, south and 
north, or southeast and northwest, or rise to two parallel courses, up one side of the 
land described and down the other. 

If. as it would seem, no deed from the Indians to flie Van Renssclaers, for land 
on the cast side of the river from opposite Fort Orange north, was procured up to 
1678, when efforts were made to secure a patent for tlie eolonjr from tlie Duke of 
York, it is intcrcsfinji to reflect how the evident mistake about the location of the 
tracts called Petanock and Negagonse may have helped to include the land on the 
east side, north of the present city of Renssdaer, in ttie patent of Nov. 4, 168$. 
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There was written besides: This conveyance written with mine 
own hand i>, in ct)nsequence of the secretary's absence, executed in 
my presence on the tliirtccnth of August, XV'P and thirty, as above. 
And was sig^ned, Lenaert Cole, deputy secretary;*- the seal of New 
Netheriand in red wax depending from a double strip of parchment. 

Symon Dirckss Pos, councilor in New Netheriand, to Kiliaen 

van Rensselaer^ 

September 16, 1630 

■ 

TSANSLATED BY IfBS ALAN R. STIONG 

* 

Worthy, wise, prudent, honorable Guliaen van Rcnsel: 

Since, up to this date, I have been assisted and favored by your 
honor, I can not refrain from advising your honor what I think 
of the Company's affairs and the situation here at the present day. 
As to the building of a certain new ship which is now almost ready, 
it proves a success but damage may be done to it by the strong ice 
drift we are having; however, we hope to protect it sufficiently. 
As to the farms on the manathans, mudi land is daily being plowed 
everywhere by the farmers. I have strong hopes now that the 
honorable directors after their long waiting may at last be relieved 
from great expenses, since we shall be able to deliver a number of 
lasts of rye and wheat, raised from the land here, thus meeting 
heavy charges. This present year we shall be in need of much 
seed as we are clearing, harrowing and Rowing much land. I 
can also not help advising your honor of the disputes which exist 
in this small settlement of not more than 200 or 300 people. 

Xow, the director and Jan Ronioiuli' are very niiuh embittered 
aj^^ainst one another. Here all is left to drift as it will; tlicy let 
trade slip away and do not exert themselves to increase it either 
by sloojjs or otherwise, but are very dili.u^ent in brini^iuLi^ exorbitant 
suits and charges against one another and in neglecting the interests 
and business of the directors. Tiie niiniNier, Jonas Micliii'lsc, is 
very energetic here stirring up the fire between them ; he ought 
to be a mediator in God's church and community but he seems to 
me to be tile contrary. The lionorable directors hear nothing but 

* Marginal note tn liandwritliiff of Kiliaen ran Renaaelaer: Underneafb, Jan Lompo, 

Schoul. 

V. R. B, Mu a. Printed in Dutch in Oud HoUandf 1890, 1:70-71, u Appendix 
B to Mr d« Roercr'a aitkks on the oolonj of Renaaeloenwydc. 
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idle complaints from tlieir subjects ; one says this, the otlier that, 
so that in place of the Company's servants looking after the trading, 
some one else in the meanwhile goes otf with the skins. 

The English on the sloepsba^^ will in the meantime drive us out 
of the trade since we go to work so slowly and are so slack in our 
business. The sloops lie idle and are not sent out to trade, but 
were an injurious suit to be brought, people would be quick enough 
about it; the trade, which is of the utmost importance to the Com- 
pany and ought to bring profit, they allow to go to ruin. While ' 
we here in this country are pursuing each other with suits and in- 
famous invectives, the people send the otters and beavers under 
such cover as may be, stored away in their chests, from which the 
honorable lords will not be able to draw much profit Well, I am 
no more tlian a man, and am grieved that I must behold such things 
as people here so vexing each other. As to your honor's land at 
Fort Orange, it has been ploughed by your honor's farmer Wolfert 
Gerritss and I do my best, since your honor has also done his best 
to make a man of me, for which I am most highly grateful to 
your honor. I would also recommend to your honor my cousin 
dirck Joosten, who is now coming home as mate with Jan Brouzucr, 
since he is a good, upright young man. As to the specification of 
the animals, that will a[)pear more fully from the director's letter, 
but I shall carefully look after your honor's affairs here that they 
may bring profit to your honor. By this dirck joostcn, I send your 
honor a fine bearskin, which your honor can use in traveling and 
boating or as your honor sees -fit. Done, the i^th of September 
1630, in New Netherland at the Manathans, Fort Amsterdam. 

Your honor's willing servant, 

sijmon dircvz pos 

[Addressed] 

The worshipful, wise, prudent, honorable Guliaen van Rcnselaer, 
director of the Chartered West India Company, Chamber of Am- 
sterdam, 

by dirck ioosten, with i bearskin. 

Iseal] 

**■ Marragansctt Bay. R. I. 
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Agreement between the patroons, Samuel Godyn, Albert Coen- 
raets Burgh, Samuel Blommaert and Kiliaen van Rensselaer*^ 

October i, 1630 

WITH A NOTE BY KILIAEN VAN KENSSELASR OF UAKCH 3, I639 

In the name of the Lord, Amen. Whereas we, the underwritten, 
are inclined to plant some colonies in New Netherland as elsewhere 
within the limits of the charter of the West India Company accord- 
ing to the Freedoms and Exemptions granted by the Assembly of 
the XIX of the said Company to all participants, and for this pur- 
pose have already had several colonies r^fistered. 

First, along the bay of the South River with the land on the 
west side thereof, which has been bought for us from the natives by 
Giilis Houset, 

Secondly, on the east side of the South Bay from the mouth of 
the bay to the narrows of the said South River. 
Thirdly, on the Fresh River lying between the North River and 

the river of CiccLuuuiics. 

I'uurtlily, along the North River al>ove and below Fort Orange, 
on lx>th sides of the said river. 

Fifthly, the islaiiil S'. Marttijn or Barbados among the Carihbees. 

And whereas we liave finally obtained consent to send some 
people to the islan<ls of Turlnya and Majaguaitc, both lying to the 
north of tlic island Ilispaiiiola, and also to fnrnish the French there 
with provisions and other necessaries, everything conformable to 
the respective registrations and consents, as appears from the reso- 
lution book of the West India Company, Chamljer of Amsterdam. 
Therefore, regarding all these colonies, commercial enterprises and 
everything connected therewith, we have mutually and reciprocally 
contracted and agreed with one another, for onrselves, our heirs, 
successors and assigns, as we do contract and agree by these 
presents (notwithstanding any previous agreements or promises 
which may be to the contrary and which we hereby expressly abro- 
gate and declare void) that henceforth and in the future, all the 
aforesaid colonies, enterprises and freedoms and what in any wise 
depends thereon, shall be for the advantage, profit or loss of all 
four of us, hereafter named, each for one just fourth part, accord- 
ing to which the ownership, losses and profits, purchases and sales, 

v. R, B. Mu, Utttr Book, f.6t>. 
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expenses, expenditures, cargoes, returns, cattle, agriciillure. fisheries 
and what in an) wise depends tliereon, or proceeds therefrom, shall 
be reckoned, with this express stipulation and restriction that no one 
of us four shall be allowed to enter into partnershij) or form a com- 
pany with any one else for similar purposes, or undertake anything 
for himself, without havine: first communicated and fully disclosed 
the ^ame to these his partners, who if they think fit niay share 
therein with him, each for one fourth part. 

It is further stipulated that the entire direction of the work (both 
now and in the future) shall be in the hands of all four of us, 
hereafter named (but that in case of a tie the presiding officer shall 
have a double vote), and that all affairs of importance which con- 
cern this company in any manner must first be passed by resolu- 
tion and then entered in a general resolution book, and to prevent 
as much as possible all disputes, it is agreed that all resolutions 
passed by a plurality of votes shall have the same effect as those 
voted unanimously. Samuel Godijn shall preside first for the term 
of three months from the date hereof^ thereafter Albertus Coen- 
raedus for the same length of time, thereafter Samuel Blonmaert as 
above and finally KUiaen van Rensselaer for the same period, so 
that every year each one of us four shall preside for three months. 

Each one of us four shall have liberty in case of indisposition 
or otherwise to substitute another person in his place, on condition 
that he cede to the same all his powers in this company, none 
excepted, and if he fails to nominate any one during his lifetime, 
his place shall be filled successively by his nearest heirs (sons 
being preferred to daughters and brothers to sisters). 

All books, letters, papers and other things of the kind shall be 
owned in common and be kept in a neutral place at the expense 
of the company. 

All superscriptions of letters and contracts shall be made out 
in our four nanie.>, in the order alxn-e named, but in case of death 
or substitution the last comer shall have the last place, and if in 
course of time a (Hstinctive name he c^iven to the company, then 
this name instead of the names of the directors, is to be used. 

Tt is also agreed that a common bookkeeper and such other 
servants shall be engaged at the expense of the company as shall 
later be thought fit. 

No one of this com|>any shall l)e allowed to withdraw his money 
or to presume to reap for himself alone the benefit of his share in 
the returns or other goods, but everything must be done in the name 
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of the company, no one having the right to take an3rthing for him 
self. To this end we shall settle what each one may take under 
his care, of which he shall be commissioner^ for such time as shall 
be voted; also that the treasurer shall pay nothing that is not pro- 
vided by resolution or signed by order of two partners and in tfieir 
absence by the presiding oflficer. 

For the purposes of this company it is agreed to form a capital 
of twenty thousand guilders, that is for each director's portion or 
fourth share, five tliousand guilders, which money must be paid 
into the hands of the treasurer at such time as shall hereafter be 
decided, and in case any one of us fail to furnish his quota afore- 
mentioned he shall be obliged to pay to the company one month 
after the said date interest at the rate of one penny in sixteen, and 
if the said delay should be longer than half a year, the person in 
default shall on pain of execution on his share be notified to make 
prompt paynicnl, and if within three montlis from that date said 
|>ayiiK'nt is not made, the company shall have liberty witlKuit any 
action at law to sell his share publicly at his charg"e, and to levy the 
money thus due, both caj)ital and interest, by execution on his per- 
son and estate, movable as well as immovable, in the manner afore- 
said, and the remaining directors shall have the rij^Iit to ])ut another 
director in his place, which may also be done temporarily or 
permanently if such place become vacant in any other way. If 
hereafter any one else should be inclined to participate in this com- 
pany and the same be thonj^^ht advi.sable, it must be on the basis of 
a share in the whole, the direction remainincf as before exercised by 
four votes except that the directors shall then draw from the 
common treasury for their trouble a commission of one per cent 
on goods going out and of two per cent on goods coming in, as far 
as trade is concerned, but of the yearly revenues, increase of cattle, 
land and orchard fruits or crops, minerals, pearl fisheries and such 
things which appertain to the colonies, tlicy shall receive five per 
cent, that is to say of the net proceeds and not of the gross process. 
When it is unanimously resolved to distribute the proceeds, the same 
shall be divided among all the participants proportionately, accord- 
ing to the amount of each man's investment, but the said partici- 
pants shall have no right to constrain the directors to make such 
distribution. Whereas the fiefs of the respective colonies afore- 
named must in case of death be renewed by the Chartered West 
India Company in the name of a single person in order to pay the 

Commmaris, 
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Company its stipulated Ice after tlic sal 1 person's death, \vc liavc 
agreed, without prejudice to our ownersliip, right and interest in 
the said colonies, that Sa))iucl Godijn for himself, his heirs, suc- 
cessors and assigns, shall bear the title of patroon of the colony on 
the west side of the bay of the Soutli River and give to the sam?* 
and to the places within its jurisdiction such names as he shall 
see fit. 

Albert Cocnracts Buri^h shall on the above c<inditions bear the 
title of patroon of the colony on tlie east side of the aforesaid bay 
of the South River. 

In the same way Sainucl Blomart of the Fresh River, the island 
of S\ Marti jn or Barbados or of such other island as in case of 
refusal of any of these he shall sch et with common consent, which 
privilege the others in such case shall have also. 

And Kiliaen van Rensselaer of the colony on the North River 
lying above and below Fort Orange on both sides of the said river. 

Thus done and approved, after previous reading of the decisions, 
and in testimony of the truth four copies of like tenor have been 
made hereof, signed by each of us with his own hand, without 
guile or deceit, in Amsterdam the ist of October 1630; and was 
signed with the several hands, S, Godijn, S. blomaert, K V Rens- 
selaer, Underneath was further written as follows: Whereas Mr 
Albertus Conradj had before this ceded me his half and his wife 
now in his honor's absence neglects matters entirely, I have signed 
for one fourth, but with thb understanding that if his honor on his 
return home thinks that he sees anything to his detriment herein, 
I submit myself to the decision of the aforementioned three gen- 
tlemen; and was signed, /. de Laet 

I, Joost vande Ven, imperial notary public ad- 
mitted by the Court of Holland, residing within the 
city of Amsterdam, declare hereby that this copr 
written on the five prece<ling and this the sixth 
page of paper, is the true and complete copy of 
its original, and in witness hereof I have confirmed 
this with my notarial signature, in Amsterdam this 
19th of April 1634. 

[signed] J: vande Vcn 

Nats Pub: 

~ 1634. 

4' 
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"••'•Inasmuch as three of the above mentioneci four colonies have 
come to an end, to wit, the colony on the west side of the bay of 
the South River whereof Samuel Godijn was the patroon ; also, the 
colony on the cast side of the aforesaid bay of which albcrtus Coen- 
radus or Jehan deLaet was the patroon, both of which colonies have 
been sold and turned over to the West India Company; third, the 
cobny on the Fresh River and the island of St Martijn of which 
Samuel blommaerf was to be the patroon but which was not begun 
at all ; there remains at present of the said four colonies only that on 
the North River lying above and below Fort Orange now named 
Rensselaerswyck, of which Kiliaen van Rensselaer and his heirs 
are patroons. holding, with the purchased tenth share of the heu-s of 
Samuel Gomjn deceased, five tenth shares or the exact half, Samuel 
blommaert and adam hesscls each one tenth share, lehan de laet 
and Mussaert in place of Albertus Coenradj each one 

tenth share and Jacob and hendrick Trip together one tenth share. 

This 2d of March 1639 in Amsterdam. 

[signed] K V Rensselaer 

Registration by Kiliaen van Rensselaer and his copartners of a 

colony on Sable Island^ 

November 7, i6$o 

Extract from the resolution book at Amsterdam 

The /th of November 1630, in Amsterdam 

Kiiidiii van Roissclacr, for liimsclt and his copartners, notifies 
the Cliaiiil>cr that accordint:: \n the FrecdoMis j^ranted hy the As- 
■-enil)!)' of tlic XIX to all the i)artieii)ant> he declares liiinself from 
now on as patroon of the idatid of dit Sable, lyiuL^ at 43 or 44 
decrees north of the line and about tlie meridian of Cape llreton, 
intending to send a colony tliither on the conditions of the aforesaid 
P'reedoms. 

This Chamber has nothing against this registration provided that 
according to the last resolution the same be approved by the XIX. 

«• Note !n handwritinsr of Kitiaen van Rensselaer. 

*"> Blank in Letter Book. 

• y. R. B. Mts, Ltlttr Book, f.jSb. Other copy in V. R. B. Ms* 33. ! 

I 
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Registration of various colonies with the Chamber of 

Middelburg^® 

Before December 21, 16^0 

Notice given to the Chamber of Zealand 

Burgomaster Joliati dc Moor and his partners in Tabago 
The same on tlic Amasoncs 
Abraham vande per in Brebice 
Claude precast in C«/o»a ^^^^ 
Jan van rten in Quaro ' 
fan vauder Goes in ipse quepe^ 
CoW. 



wlio give it up 



Agreement between Kiliaen van Rensselaer and Marinus 
Adriaensz van der Vecre" 

January iz, 1631 

Agreement entered into with Maryn adriaensen van der Veere, on 

the I2th of January 1631 

On conditions and terms hereafter specified, Kiliaen van RenS' 
selaer, as patroon of his colony situated about I-"ort Orange on the 
Xortli River of Xcw Netherland, on one sitle, and Maryn Ariacns- 
scn vandcr Vccrc, for liimself and his men, on tlie other side, have 
agreed, stipulated and contracted regarding the sowing, growing 
and cultivating of tohacco in the aforesaid region at the places to 
be indicated to the said Martijn by the aforesaid patroon or his 
agents and especially on the farm on the north side of the fort (if 
the same has not been occupied before his arrival as the first comer 
has the preference ) which he began to clear before his departure, 
making it as large again or even larger by extending it from but 
not toward the fort. Ail tliis for the term of tlwee consecutive 
years, commencing at the arrival of the said Marijn and his men in 
New Netherland on the farm aforesaid. 

First, Maryn must equip and provide himself with everything at 
his own expense and charge, and also here or in that country engage 

• v. R. B. Mss 3i' 



« y. R. B. \fxs. Letter Book, {.3. An extract (rom this agreeinent b found in 

y. R. B. ilss 38; sec p. 674-75. 
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four persons to assist him in the planting and curing of the to- 
bacco, it being well understood that he» Marijn, or his men» if they 
have any time to spare, must employ the same for such other work, 
nothing excepted, as Uie patroon or his agents shall indicate, and 
that he shall receive therefor according to the time spent and for 
his share such wages as his men have stipulated.^ 

The patroon shall receive the just half of all the tobacco which 
Maryn and his men shall cultivate, the remaining half to be for- 
Maryn, The patroon's half may not be charged or encumbered 
under any pretext of promises, claims, wages or other diarges 
which Maryn must liquidate or settle, but his men must demand 
and recover from Maryn or his share whatever has been credited 
to them by him. 

The patroon shall be holdeii to coiTipensate Marijn Ariacnsscn 
for one liaif of the wages and a Ivancc money which he shall 
promise to the aforesaid four persons, provi led that he may not 
engage any one without the consent and approbation of the pa- 
troon and that tlie latter shall not- be bound to give Marijn any com- 
pensation for his labor as Maiinus durinii;^ the term of this a.q:ree- 
ment is not to pay the patroon any rent for the land or any tithes. 
As to the board of tlie four i)i.'rsons for which the patroon is 
obliired to compensate maryn, it is a.'L^reed that the patroon sliall pay 
his half to Maryn at a reasonable figure corresponding and in pro- 
portion to the price which he siiall demand for the wheat, butter, 
milk and other things with which he shall furnish Maryn, m order 
that neither the one nor the other have any ground for complaint 
respecting the matter. 

Concerning the passage forth and back, the patroon shall do his 
best to obtain permission from the Company that Marijn and his 
wife and child be taken over for their board without wages, on 
condition that he perform all sorts of ship duties, and if this can 
not be arranged Maryn shall pay the expenses himself. 

But .as far as the four men or any of them are concerned, if 
they can not obtain free passage for their labor and ship duties, 
the patroon must pay one half thereof and marijn the other half. 

Marinis Adriaenssen must buy four good firelocks, further axes, 
adzes, shovels and spades which his men need for their work; of 
which the patroon shall pay half the cost and Maryn see to it that 
they are well kept and taken care of, the same to be divided half 
and half at the end of the three years. * 



" Daer voor genietende naer ofenant des tiJU tnde foot syn quota soodomgen 
Sahrit alt htt vokk btdongen heeft. 
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All the tobacco which Marijn and his men shall produce, he must 
send hither and deliver into the hands of the patroon or deliver to 
his agent to be sent hither by him ; Maryn is to pay no more in tlic 
way of freight and expenses for his half than the patroon shall 
pay for the other half, and on its arrival here the patroon shall 
sell the same for the common benefit and pay to Marijn aforesaid 
or to his order the just half of the net proceeds over and above the 
expenses and advanced money. But if Maryn Adriaenssen should 
be able to sell any tobacco in that country at a good price, he must 
render proper account thereof and pay the patroon or his agents 
promptly the just half of the proceeds. If it is at all convenient 
the patroon shall have built for the said Maryn a dwelling of four 
crossbeams, 36 feet long and 14 feet wide, also a small boat"' 
which being once made must be kept in repair by Maryn and on 
his departure be delivered by him as he received it, wear and tear 
through hard use excepted. 

Marinas Adriaenssen and his men must yearly make a trip down 
to the Matthatas and return thence without having any right to 
claim compensation therefor, but if they arc oftener employed on 
such service they must be ])ai(l acc< >riliiigly. 

In case he, Marijn, his wife, his chiLIrcn or any of his men hap- 
pen to find any mines, minerals, j^earl fisheries or the like tliey 
shall disclose the same to no one but their patroon or his acfent^. 
who shall make tliem a bandsome present therefor accordini^ to 
tile importance of the matter. Tlu-y shall further all submit them- 
selves to the sovereit^nty of the IIii.^h Mii^hty Lords the States 
(iencral of these United Xctherlands, to the suprciuc power and 
direction of the Chartered West India Company in general and of 
the aforesaid Rensselaer ui particular, and to the ordinances and 
regulations to be passed there by them respectively in matters of 
justice and police, and be obliged to take the oath of obedience and 
firlelity, especially to refrain from trading, negotiating or carrying 
on business there against the order and intention of the Company 
and their aforesaid patroon, whether in skins, seawan or other 
goods found there, and not to accept the same by way of present or 
otherwise, nor to take*merchandi?e from here with them, for them- 
selves or for others, directly or indirectly, in any manner whatso- 
ever, on pain of confiscation and penalties fixed by the Company or 
still to be fixed, and furthermore of banishment from the colony as 
a perjurer and a refractory character,*** for which he, Maryn, must 

" Wcyfchuxjtccn ; a liplit boat which can be carried across the fields. 
M ^Is MtyH€*digh ende wederspaunich uyt de Colonic gestooien warden. 
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answer and stand responsible both for himself and for the afore- 
said four men or others whom he may have under his orders. 
They are further not allowed to terminate this contract before the 
expiration of the said term of three years (unless their patroon 
g^ve them permission to do so) and contract with any one else or 
sow any one else's 6elds, on pain of forfeiture for the benefit of 
the aforementioned Rensselaer as patroon, of the whole amount of 
his share in the sowed, cultivated, sold anJ unsold tobacco and 
also to give up at once the lands, houses and tools, leaving every- 
thing to be disposed of as aforesaid even if he alone should have 
paid for some of them. 

And in case any one or more of the said four men should leave 
or drop out, he must fill his place as quickly as possible with 
another able man. lie must also by every shij) and yaclit sailing 
liilluT send proper rcjit^rts and accurate accounts of cvcr\ tliini,^ in 
all sincerity without concealment or disposal of anything at private 
sales. 

In witness of the truth of the above ac^rcement, this is signed 
by the patroon and Maryii Adriacnsscn with their own hands, in 
the presence of the undersigned witno'^scs. in Ani^^terdani, this 
twelfth of January in the year sixteen Innidrcd and thirty one. 

Was signed in the several hands, Kiliaen van Rensselaer, ma- 
rinus Ariaens, W, Van Twiller as witness. 

Agreement of Marinus Adriaenaz van der Veere with 

Jasper Ferlyn van der Gouw** 

February 17, 163T 

Jaspar Fcrlijn vandcr Gouiv, living at Middelburgh in the Latin 
Scliool street, has bound himself unto and entered into the ser\ ice 
of marinus Adriaenssen vandcr Veer, to assist him in the planting 
and cultivating of tobacco or such other work as he may be ordered 
to do by the aforementioned Maryn or in the name of his patroon, 
no exception as to any kind of work being made, everything accord- 
ing to the order and regulations of the Chartered West India Com- 
pany and the further conditions [of the contract] made by the 
said Marinus Adriaenss with Kiliaen van Rensselaer as patroon of 
the lands lying around Fort Orange on the North River of New 
Netherlands during a term of servtee of three years, commencing 



»• y. R. B. M*s, Letter Book, f.4. 
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and ending as stated in the said contract. The aforesaid laspar 
jcrlyii sliall receive 1 1 guilders a month, to be paid annually and 
shall receive cash bcft)re his departure, as an a<lvance, 40 guilders 
and in addition 10 stivers a day for wages from the 12th of Jan- 
uary last to the time of his going on board. The aforesaid jaspar 
fcrlyn promises in addition to willing and diligent service, honestly 
and faithfully and on forfeiture of all the wages to be earned by 
him, not to trade or acquire in other ways, any beavers, otters, or 
other prohibited furs, nor to allow that the same be dealt in with 
his knowledge by anybody but those who act on behalf of the 
Chartered West India Company, also on forfeiture as above, not 
to leave or return before his term of service has expired without 
express consent of the aforesaid his patroon or master, which con- 
ditions, this day underwritten, have been approved by the afore- 
mentioned Rensselaer and signed by him, jasper fcrlyn, with his 
own hand at Amsterdam, this 17th of February 163 1. Was signed 
w in the several hands, jaspacr fcrlin, marinus Adriacns. 

Memorandum of similar agreements with Claes Brunsteyn van 
Straelsundt, Jan Tyaerts van Franicker and Cornells 
Maesen van Buyrmalsen 

May 27, 16 J I 

The 27th of May 163 1, these following persons have further 
been engaged for three years on the conditions and restrictions 
above written, under penalties and obligations as in the preceding 
contract which has been read to them. 

N. B. ran Clacs Bnoixtcxn t u/j Stradsiiucli , who shall receive 8 
away guilders a month and hefore his departure, as an advance, 
two months' wages in hand paid. 

jcJuin Chicrls ran franicker, who shall receive 60 guilders a year 
and 12 gnil'Icrs in han<! paid as an advance. 

In testimony of the truth they have signed this in the year and 
on tlie day above written. Was signed; the mark X of Claes Brun- 
steyn, Jan Tyaerts, Cornelis maesen van Buyrmarsen,^ who shall 

"Intended for Bujrrmalscn ; sec p. 309. The Vs'iRcef endt betalinge, 1630 -jj, among 
the Rtnssfherswyek Mss. I>as Conts majm rati buijrmtilscn, not Comttis Maasen van 
Duren Maasen, a5 printed by O'Callagban in bis translation of tbat account. History of 
New Netherland, 1:430. 

Anf. 19, i66a, Hendrick Cornelisss Uaessen and Morton ComtUssM Uoescn^ brothers. 
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receive the first year f6o, the second year £70, the third year f8o 
and in hand paid fi2 as an advance. 

Certificate of purchase from the Indians of land on the west side 
of the Hudson River between Beeren Island and Smacks 



We, the director and council of New Netherlands residing on the 
island Manahatas and at Fort Amsterdam, under the jurisdiction 
of their High Mightinesses the Lords States General of the United 
Netherlands and of the Chartered West India Company, Chamber 
of Amsterdam, testify and declare hereby, that this day, date under- 
written, before us appeared Pieter Minuit, director, BasHaen JansB 
crol, commis, and Dirck corneliss duysfer, onder-commis at Fort 



for tlicmsclvcs an«l fur Mocs Conu-lts' Murssen, Stijntic Cornelis Maesstn and Tobias 
Cornt-lisz Maessen, their minor l>r('llicrs ami sisUrs, all living in the colonjr of Renssc- 
lacrswyck and ekildreil of the late Cornelis Macsscn and Catelijntie MarltniM, wbo 
ilird in this country and furiticrly lived at B\icrcn Malswn in gcLlerLint , execute a 
power of attorney to Gerrit C'ornelisss, living at T richt, in Geldcrland* to receive an 
inheritance left by their uncle, Hendrick UaesttH, wbo died at CuijUnberek, 

On the same dny. Jtin I'rrbfrck, fortnerly i iin. ili.r of tlie colony of Rensselacrswyck, 
and Cornelis i'heunisi Uos, formerly magistrate of Fort Orange and the village of 
Bererwjrck, ndte « joint sflMavit that Cornelis Maesstn and lib wife dlea «lNMit 14 
years ago and were both buried on the same day, U-avitig the aforcnid five children 
over whom the said Cornelis Theuniss Bos and Thgunis DircxsM [van VecbteoL in< 
faaUtant of the colonjr, have thus far been ffaardfmm. ComeKe Theunita Bm fvrtfier 
states that be came to tliis c uiiitry in 1636, in the ship Rcnsselacrswijck. in the service 
of the Mid Cornells Macsscn and that he served him for six years; also that the said 
Hendrick ComelisM Maesstn was born on the said ship (see p. 369 of this work) and 
that the other children were Ixirn in the colony Dn'ds, powers of attorney, etc., 
1660-65, p. 15-17, aa-aj, among tlie Rcnsselaerswyck Mss. 

Entries for supplies furnished to Cornells Haesen In August 1634 iAeconnt Book, 
1634—38, f.2) show that Cornelis Macscn was in the colony at that time. Ilf < \i !ently 
returned to Holland at the expiration of his contract, married, and then came back to 
tbis country in 1636. His second son. Marten Comelfst, has by Pearson and other 

writers been confuse il \sith Swarte Marten, OT Black Marten, who from the mark he 
makes is readily identified with Marten Cornel isz van Ysselsteyn, one of the pro* 
prietors of land at Schenectady in 1663 and later one of the settlers of Oaverack. This 
Marten Cornclisz van Ysselsteyn States in an affidavit of Oct. 28, 1660 (S'olarial 
Papers, 1:^6, Albany County clerk's office) that in his youth he had lived for many 
years at Houten, in the bishopric of Utrecht. 

Cornelis Tcunisx I^xs, mentioned in this note, is the same person as Cornelis Teuniss 
van Weatbroeck. The first reference to him is found in Acconnt Book, 1634-38, among 
the Rensselaerswfek Mss under date of April 8, 1637, almost immediately after the 
arrival of the ship Rcnsselaerswyck. .Apparently he did not come tO tbia Country ill 
1631, as stated by O'Callaghan, History of Neva Netherland, 1:434. 

"V. R. B. Mss 3. parchment 33Vj x 38 cm; and V. K. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.tb. 
Recorded without date and names of signers in Dutch Patents, dd, p-9-11. 1 ranslation 
of main body of the instrument in Doc. rtl, to CoL Hist. N. y., li:a, which baa been 
revised for the present work. 
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Oraiige, and declared, that on the i8tli of April last past** per- 
sonally appeared before them Papsickene, Kemptas, nancoutamliat, 
and Sickenosen, lawful owners and proprietors of the land called 
Sanckhagag/^ situated on the west side of the North River stretch- 
ing in length from a little above beeren^ Island up the river to 
Smacks^ Island and in width two days' journey inland, acting for 
themselves and de rato for the remaining and all other coproprietors 
of the same land, which they in their aforesaiJ capacity voluntarily 
and advisedly declared that they had conveyed, ceded and made 
over, as they did convey, cede and make over in lawful, inalienable 
and free possession, by virtue and title of sale, for a certain quan- 
tity of merdiandise, which they, the grantors, in their aforesaid 
capacity acknowledged to -have received before the passing of this 

** The tSth of April 1631, according to the date at the end of the document. Owtnf 
to the absence of a date at the end of the record of the certificate in Dutch PotentM, 
CC, p.9-11, nti>l to the occurrence, in connection with the purchase, of the date of 
May i6jo, in Jan Baptist van Rensaelaer'a letter of June 10/20, 1678 (O'Callaghan, 
History of New Netherland, I.125) and that of April 8, 1630, on the map of Rensse« 
la(•^^^v^■ck reproduced in this volunu-, historical writers have assi^iud 1630 as the year 
of purchase of latul from Rotrcn Island to Smacks Island and hence mentioned it as 
the first purchase of land in the vicinity of Fort Orange. That this is an error and 
that 1631 must be considered as the correct date, or in other words that the purchase 
\va« niado snhsnincntl v tn tl at of Aug. 13. 1630, described on p. 166 69, may appt-ar from 
Statements in tlic letter to do Lact, June 27, 1632, and further from the following facts: 

t That the original parchment certificate as well M Uie contemporuieotis copy In the 
patroon's Letter Book have St the end, first written out in foil and th^n in figurea. 
the date 1631. 

a That the certificate is recorded in Dmteh Patonts, GG, p.9-iit between a patent of 
Nov. 22, i6jo and one of June 3, 1631. 

3 That in the "Account of the jurisdictions, management and condition of the ter- 
ritories named Rensselaerswydc," July ao, 1634, printed on p. 306-ta of tbii volume, the 

first two purcliasis are referred to as dated AuR. 13, 1630 and May 1631. 

4 That in a copy of the memorial entitled ** The Case of the Colony of Rensselaers- 
wydc ** d.;livered April ay, 1678, by J. B. van Rensselaer to the council of the Duke 
of York, in supiorl of the petition of the heirs of Kiliaen van Rensselaer for letters 
patent of tiie colony, among tlic Retuselaerswyck Mss, the purchase of land from 
Beeren Island to Smacks Island is referred to as dated in May tfiji. 

5 Tliat the irtatnhlc of the Certificate of An^. 6, 1^130 {Doc. rel. to the C I. Hist. 
A', y. 14:i-a and Wilson, Memorial History of the t'tty of New York, 1:163) sUtes 
that Bastiaen Janss Krol, in reply to a question put by Wolfert Gerritss said that 
"there was this year (1630I no chance or means of acijuiring any land," and docs not 
refer to any purchase of land previous to the agreement of July 2j, 1630, mentioned 
in tbe certificate. 

6 That the inscri|>tiun on the map of Rensselaerswyck relating to the purchase of 
land from Beeren Island to Smacks Island containa the words keeft Kiliiaen van Ren- 
selaer noch doen ftoopm — Kitlaen van Rensselaer caused fmrtkor to be pusdiased — 
indicating that the purchase was made subsequently to that of Aug. t), 1630^ which 
interpretation is borne out by the fact that the inscription occurs on the map to tbe 
right of that rclatinR to the purchase of July 28 [Aug. 13], 1630 and not, as in 
O'Callaghan's reproduction, to the left. 

Cf spelling of Indian names in Doc. tel. to Col. Hist. N. Y., 14:a, which agrees 
with Dutch Patents, GG, p. 9-11. 
** Literally, Bears' Island, nam called Barren Island. 
«Now called Shad Island. 
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conveyance, to and for the behoof of the Hon. KUian van Renselaer, 
absent, for whom they accepted it under proper stipulations, to wit, 
the aforesaid land with all the interests, rights and jurisdiction 
belonging to them, the grantors, in their capacity aforesaid, they, 
the grantors, constituting and substituting the aforesaid grantee in 
their place, stead, real and actual possession thereof, and at the 
same time giving to and conferring on the aforesaid Hon. Rens- 
selaer or whoever may after him obtain his interests, full and abso- 
lute power and command, tanquam Procurator in rem Propriam to 
enter upon, peaceably possess, occupy, plant, use and cultivate the 
said land, and therewith and thereof to do, act and dispose, as his 
honor would do with his own and other lawfully acquired lands and 
estates, without the grantors in their capacity aforesaid retaining, re- 
serving or holding therein and in any of it any part, right, interest or 
authority in the least, whether of possession, command or jurisdic- 
tion but were now and forever fully and finally yielding and re- 
nouncing it for the behoof aforesaid; further promising not only 
forever to hold fast and irrevocable, to observe and fulfil this their 
conveyance and whatever may be done by virtue thereof, but also to 
deliver and hold the said quantity of land against every one free 
from daims, challenges, encumbrances and pretensions which any 
one may hereafter make to it, and also to have this sale and transfer 
approved, ratified and acknowledged as valid by the remaining 
represented coproprietors, all according to law, in good faith, with- 
out guile or deceit. In witness hereof this has been confirmed 
with our usual signatures and the pendant seal. Done as aforesaid 
on the island Manahatas and at Fort Amsterdam, this ^ May. 
Anno xvj® thirty-one. 

[signed] Peter Minuit, D. 

bastijacn Jansz crol 
Dirck Cornclissen 
pieter Bijlvelt: 
Jan Lampo, sciunit 
Keyner Ilannenscn 
Jan Jansz meynds 

To tny knowledge, as vice 
secretary in the absence of the 
secretary, Jan i\in Romund, 
this May 1631 

[signed] Lcnaert Cole, Vice 
Secretary 

« Blank la OflgiML 
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Extract from minutes o£ Chamber ol Amsterdam. Request of 
Kiliaen van Renssdaer for transportation of Marians Ad- 
riaenss van der Veere and others"* 

May j6, 1631 

Copy 

Extract from the [register of] resolutions of the assembly of the 
directors of the West India Company, Chamber of Amsterdam 

Friday the i6th of May, 1631 
KHiaen van Rensselaer notifies the Chamber that he has engaged 
in his service for farming as welt as tobacco planting in his colony 
on the North River near Fort Orange, Marinus Adriaensss vander 
Veere, with five or six other persons for his assistance, and as the 
same are mostly experienced seamen he, Rensselaer, requests that 
the said Marinus, with his wife, child and the aforesaid men, may be 
sent over in the ship of the Company for their board, without re- 
ceiving any wages, as according to the resolution of this Chamber 
many men will have to come over frotn there: further, that he 
has entered into contract with eight or ten farmers to send them 
over with some calves, if he is allowed to transport them also by 
the said ship on proper payment of their board. Requesting hereon 
resolution of this Chamber. 
Underneath was written: Agrees with thfi aforesaid register. 

Anil was signed: Jacob Ilaincl S 

Agrees with its original 

Quod attestor infrascriptus 
[signet! I J: I'andc I'ni 
Nots Pub'^'': ss". 
21. 

A^:-—J634. 
4' 

•» y. H. B. Mss, letter Book, t.39. 
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Extract from minutes of the Chamber of Amsterdam. Request 
of Marinus Adriaensz van der Veere for permit to go to New 
Netherland and action on this request and that of Kiliaen 
van Rensselaer of the i6th.^ 

May ip, idji 

Copy 

Extract from the rcf^i^istcr of resolutions passed by the assembly of 
the directors of the West India Company, Chamber of Am- 
sterdam 

Monday, tlie 19th of May, 163 1 

Marinus Adriaensen vander Veere, engaged by Confrater Rens- 
selaer for the colony on the North River, rec|uests a permit to cross 
over to New Netherland in the ship that goes thither, in conformity 
with the notification of Mr Rensselaer on the i6th instant It is 
granted that the said Marinus, with five or six other persons shall 
go across and have their board, on condition that they do r^lar 
ship duty like sailors; for the wife and child board shall be paid, 
while Mr Rensselaer agrees to guarantee that five or six seafaring 
men shall return from there, so that this ship suffer no incon* 
vecience, or if no other men return, Mr Rensselaer is to pay the 
board of the five or six persons who go over. The farmers and 
calves mentioned in the request will be sent 6ver on payment of 
board and food, if there is room in the ship. Underneath was 
written: Agrees with the aforesaid register. And was signed: 
Jacob . Hamel S 

Agrees with its original 

quod attestor infrasrriptus 

[signed] /: vande Ven 

Nots Pub^: s^K 

21. 
- J 634. 



R.B. M«ff, LtHtr Bock, f,3^ 
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Agreement between KUIaen van Rensselaer and Andries 

Christensz and others ^ 

July 2, i6^i 

"SSSSSl. ^* ^ request of Andries Ckristenssen van Vlec- 
Bartnt toniun. kcu^ AO vears of age, Loufens Laurensz van Cop' 

Scandinavians, , , t> n^t 

2 July 1631 penhagen, 36 years of age, and Barent Thontssen 

van Hcijligesotit'^^, 22 years of age, Kiliacii cvn Rensselaer, in his 
capacity as patroon of his colony situated above and below Fort 
Orange on the North River of New Xetlierland. has agreed and con- 
tracted witli tlic aforesaid persons for tlie term of three years, com- 
mencing on their arrival in that country, with the condition that 
the contract is binding- on them for the said term of three years 
but that the said Rensselaer may terminate it whenever it pleases 
him. First regarding the transportation of the said persons, Rens- 
selaer having obtained from the Chartered West India Company, 
Chamber of Amsterdam, the privilege of transporting seafaring men 
for their board without wages on condition that they do proper ship 
<luty, Laurens Lanresc. Harent Theiinisz and all seafaring men ac- 
cept the same, but Andries Christensz not being a seafaring man 
must pay out of his wages six stivers a <lay for board. As to the re- 
turn voyage, the said Rensselaer promise^ to exert himself likewise, 
without Ijcing further resj)onsil)le in tlu- matter, to have them come 
hither at the lea^t expense, w'hetlier tiieir term of service lias cx- 
pireij or whether he chooses to order them to come home. Arriv- 
ing there with (irxl's help, tiiey shall betake themselves at the first 
opportunity and at their own expense to Fort Orange, to settle either 
on the mill creek"' or o|)|><>site the lt>rt on the east side of the North 
Hivcr, where there is also a good waterfall'*' and build their houses 
in the lightest fashion on the one or tlic other of the said places, 
and on no other without cotisent ; further to erect a 'suitable sawmill, 
which can saw wood of 40 feet or at least 33 feet long, towards 



r. R. p. Mss, Letter Book, (.^h. An extract of this asrccment is also found in 
y. K. 11. Mss 38: see p. 675. The date is there given as June a, 1631 ; the name here 
spelled TUonisicn appears as thomassen. 

^ Noormanncn : a term usually confined to natives of Norway, when not referring to 
the ancient Scandinavians or Norsemen, but also used in a wider sense, as here, where 

a native of Copenhagen is induiicl. 
" Flcckcro; an. island off the south coast of Norway, 3 miles south of Christiansand. 
Hellesund: on the south coast of Norway, in the vicinity of Fleckero. 
yfculcnhill : here rcfcrrinR to the Norniatis Kill. 
^ The waterfall on tl.c Mill Creek, in Grecnhush, in the present city of Kenssclaer. 
Lilce the Normans Kill, the Mill Creek is in the early documents commonly referred to 
as the memlenkit, or moUmkU, 
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which he, Rensselaer, shall pay one half of the hardware and the 
tools which they need therefor and must take with them from here, 
and they the other half, for which he, Rensselaer, shall furnish them 
the money in advance. They promise, all f our''^ of them, to erect the 
said mill within the space of three months and when it is finished, 
they may hew the largest, finest and best oak trees standing in the 
entu% colony of the said Rensselaer and for seven leagues next ad- 
joining and bring the same to the place where the sawmill stands in 
order to saw therefrom suitable ship planking, gunwale timber or 
such other timber as he, Rensselaer , shall direct or they in the ab- 
sence of directions shall deem fit. The mill being made, the logs cut, 
brought to the mill and sawed, one half thereof shall belong to the 
said Rensselaer and the other half to the four of them, the same to be 
shipped hither with the most convenient speed at the joint expense 
of both parties, provided that Rensselaer shall not charge the men 
more for freight and other expenses than he will have to pay him- 
self ; and of the proceeds of the said timber here in this country over 
and above expenses, one half shall go to him, Rensselaer, and the 
other half shall be paid to the aforesaid persons or those having their 
right and title, but first and above all, deduction must be made of the 
sums advanced by him, promised or paid for them personally, in 
return for which he, Rensselaer, promises to provide such board for 
the said four persons as is customary in that country or else, in lieu 
thereof, to pay 100 guilders a year for eadt of the four persons, 
amounting together to 400 guilders a year, so that Rensselaer shall 
provide their "board as above and they shall faithfully and diligently 
do their work to the satisfaction of the said Rensselaer or his agents 
and each side receive one half of the profits after deduction of all 
exf>cnses as above, 

Rensselaer also agrees to pny in li.md to each of tlicni the sum of 
20 guilders to he deducted from the hoar*! or 100 guilders a year 
which he must pay to each of them and to Atidrics kristcnscn the 
sum of 40 guihlcrs, besides the advances for hardware, millstone 
and what is further required for the hnilding of the said saw and 
grist-mill, on cojirhtion that the amount be hereafter again deducted 
and retained as above. 

And inasmuch as they are also to make a grist-mill in connection 
with the said sawmill, they sliall also he entitled to one half of what 
is earned therewith (deducting the expenses of grinding). 

In case the said Rensselaer, as patroon, or his agents need tlie 

** ThtM in tbe Letttr Book, though but three persons are named. 
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aforesaid four persons or any of them in his private service, they 
must let themselves be employed for all sorts of work, whether farm- 
ing, house carpentering, felling of logs, burning of pitch and tar, 
or whatever it may be, nothing excepted, at 15 stivers a day besides 
board, which they liavc in addition as above, provided that Rensselaer 
shall enjoy one half of the aforesaid wages of 15 stivers. 

If Roissclacr or his agents, after the mill is built, should have any 
wood brouglit to be sawed, they must do this at 20 stivers for icxj 
feet in lengtli by one foot in breadth, and for wider, shorter or 
longer boards accordingly, on condition that Rensselaer shall re- 
ceive one half thereof as above. 

Regarding the boards, beams or i)lanks which they may have in 
stock and which J\ciissi lacr may nerd for his other work, he shall 
be allowed to take these by paying them one half of the price ordi- 
narily paid by the skippers in Norway. 

If these people sow, mow or plant any lan<l, or catch any game or 
fish, one half [of the product) shall go to them atul the other half 
go to Rensselaer, or be deducted from the 100 guilders for board. 

During the period of this agreement, each one shall be responsible 
for the other, as Rensselaer is dealing with them jointly but not will- 
ing to deal or to keep accounts with each in i)articular. 

In case any one of them should hapj)en to find or to discover any 
mines, minerals, pearl fisheries or anything of the kind, he shall dis- 
close the same to no one but the patroon or his agent, who shall 
make them a handsome preseiU for the same according to the im- 
pMi tance of the matter. They shall further under the sovereignty of 
the High Mighty Lords the States deneral, all snhiuit themselves to 
tile authority of the directors of the Chartered We^-t India Company 
in general and of the aforesaid Rensselaer as their j)atroon in j)artic- 
ular, and observe all the ordinances and regulations (o be passed 
there by them respectively in matters of i)olice and justice, and be 
obliged to take the oath of obedience and ti lelity, especially to re- 
frain from trading, negotiating or carrying on business there against 
the order and intention of the Company and their aforesaid patroon, 
whether in skins, sea wan or other goo 1^ found there, and not to ac- 
cept the same by way of i)resent or otherwise, nor to take merchan- 
dise from here with them for themselves or for others, directly or 
indirectly, in any manner whatsoever, on pain of confiscation and 
penalties fixed by the Company or still to be fixi d. and furthermore 
of banishment from the colony as perjurers and refractory charac- 
ters for which they all together in common and each one in particu- 
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the West India Company, July 7, 1631 
From V.R.B.Mss, Letter Book, f.4Gb. 3/5 of original size 
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lar for himself and the otlicrs, bind tlienisclvcs to answer and stand 
responsible. 

They sliall further not be allowed to contract with any i^iic else or 
to enter any one else's service, on forfeiture of this entire agree- 
ment to the bcnetit of the said patroon, each one's share in the mill, 
in the hewn and sawed timber and what may in any way belong to 
them, to be forfeited and left to be disposed of as above, and in case 
one or more of the aforewritten persons should leave or tlrop out, 
the remaining ones must fill the places as quickly as possible with 
other suitable persons and by every ship and yacht sailing hither 
send proper reports and accurate accounts of everything, in all sin- 
cerity without concealment. In testimony of the truth of the above 
agreement, this is signed by the patroon and the persons aforesaid 
with their own hands, in Amsterdam, this second of July of the 
year sixteen hundred and thirty -one, and signed with the several 
hands the X mark of Andrws kristensen, the X mark of Laurens 
Laurenss, X Berent Thoniss, kiliacn van Rensselaer. Underneath 
was written : Kiliaen van Rensselaer charged with the board of An- 
dries kristensscn, due to him for transportation nine guilders. 

Ebctract from minutes of the Chamber of Amsterdam. Request 
of Kiliaen van Rensselaer for permission to send over to 
New Netherland colonists and animals and granting of 
same^ 

July 7, 1631 

Copy 

Extract from the resolution book of the honorable directors of the 
Chartered West India Company, Chamber of Amsterdam 

Monday, the 7th of July 1631, in Amsterdam 

Appeared before tlic meeting, Mr Kiliaen lan Rensselaer, who re- 
quested that he be permitted to ^end over by the ship d'eendracht 
some colonists and eight or 10 calves, namely: 

Corndis Gerritssz "ean flecker 

Lourens Lourenssz van Coppenhagen 

Barent tltonissa van Heilii^esondt 

Claes Brunsteyn van Straelsondt 

Andries Christenssz van decker 
In regar<l to which it was decided fir^t to hear the skipper, who 
declares that he will do all he can. wlu-reupon his honor's recpiest is 
granted, on condition that the skipper in case he should be incon* 

JC A Msg, UtUr Bm*. 
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venienced thereby, may throw tlieni overboard or allow them to be 
eaten, without thereby obliging the Company to give any compen- 
sation. Underneath was written: Agrees with the aforesaid reso- 
lution book. And was signed : Jacob HameL 

Agrees with its original . 
quod attestor infrascriptus 
[signed] /: vande Ven 

Nots Pub^: sj^*, 

21. 

4- 

Names of colonists sailing in de Eendracht™ 

Copy 

Names of persons who will sail for New Xetherland in the ship 
d' Eoidraclif'* lor Kiliacn lan RoisscUicr fur his colony near 
Fort Orange, according to the resulution of the 19th of May 
last 

Marinus Ariacns z ander Vccrc, with his wife and one child 
Jaspar fcrlijn Tan Middclburgh 
Jan Cliicrts Z'aii franicker 
Cornclis Macscn van Buijrmaelsen 
These have before this been put on the roll 
Further 

absent Cornclis Goirrts zan Hcckcr 

Laurens Lourcns van Coppcnhagcn 
Bar en t thonis van Heijlti^e Sont 
absent Claes Brunsteyn z'an Straelsont 
al)sent . Indries Christenssc van flecker 
Further, there are eiglit or 10 calves to be sent over, according to 
the foregoing resolution, which he shall provide with food. 

«* V. R. B. Mu, Lttur B«0k, f.40. 
"The Unity. 
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Memoranda of payments to colonists and for tools sent by 
them™ 

July p, j6ji, or later 



of pieter ^ 
Jomss 



of 

tmbbtri 



5 July paid to Andries 

Kristensg 16 RD @ 50 st 

Item, to Lourens Loe- 

renss 8 RD @ 50 st 

also to Laurens Lau- 

renss 2 RD @ 50 st 

Item, to Berent thoniss 8 RD @ 50 st 
also to Berent thoniss 2 RD @ 50 st 



9 July to Laurens 



I RD @ 50 st 



of 

Siim€n so- 



f4o: — 
i2o: — 

f2u: — 
f 5:- 

£90: — 
f 2:10 

£92:10 
f2o: 5 



Herewith are sent the following tools: 

2 small millstones bought of Hen- 

dricsz opde Camp, cost 
I iron shaft for a sawmill, 

weight 36 lb, at 6 st a lb f 10 :i6 | 
4 cant-hooks at f3>^ apiece fi4: o V total £25: 4 

for barge freight f — : 8 J 
I iron shaft for a sawmill, 

weight 155 lb, at 6 st a 

pound £46:10 

freight £— ;i2 



I rope and one hawser of fine 
Rysi^^' weight 155 lb, at 3 st 
10 pence a pound, amounts 
to 

3 r;V lines, at 8 st a piece 

I plumb line at 
17 lb sail yarn to make nets of, 

at 10 st a lb f 8:10 J 



total £39:6 

f 2:— 



w V. R. B. l^fss, Letter Bonk, f.6. The items of this account occur alao in a docu- 
ment among the Rensselaersuyck Mss printed in O'Callaghan's History of NtW Ntthtf 

«• AppwenUy rkc, trat pouibly Rise flax, from Rize. or Rizah. Asiatic Turkey. 
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of 

taeqmet 

inek 

bore 
maker 



of 

Laurent 
Laurgtutm 



1 ripsaw,*^ sharpened, 6 ft long £4:—^ 

2 polished luuidsaws with 

handles £2:11 
2 drawing knives, £1:2; 2 large 

augers f 1 :2, total £2:4 
2 large finner-chisels with 

handles fi: 9 

I gouge with handle, 10 st, 4 

larci:c and 2 small files f 1 : 8 

5 Norse'** files f2:8; a 

piece £2:15, total £5: 3 

4 hatchets at f6; 4 adzes £2:18 

total {8:18 
I hammer hatchet fo:i4St; i 

hammer 6 st f 1 

1 jack plane and I block plane 

with bits ii' 4 . 

6 augers to use, at 50 st a piece 



>• total £27:17 



f 9:- 
£1694 



Inventory of stock on farm No. 3, island of Manhattan^ 

January J, 16$^ 

Inventory of the anhnals on the farm of Pictcr Pictcrsz Bylvelt in 

the year 1632 

2 old mares with colt 

1 young ditto, two years old 

6 milch cows 

2 heifers of the year 1629 

I heifer calf of the year 163 1 

3 bull calves of ditto 

I new wagon with iron tires 
3 plows with their belongings 

7 young pigs, four months old 
' 4 old hogs 

I ditto hog for provision for the farm hands 

1 hog killed four days ago for the same purpose 

about 7 morgens of seeding 



" K!oof saeglu 
» noordse. 

»A|»p«f«iitfy a word Itft out 

» F. R. B, Jf«ff. UUtr 000*. f.s4lk 
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I barrack with seed inspected by IVolffert GerrUss, Barent 
Dirckss and Tewiis Schipper, containing 90 schepels of 
rye and wheat 

These aforesaid animals were inventoried by the council on the 
first of January 1632. 

Andries Hudden 

Contract between Kiliaen van Rensselaer and Gerrit Theusa 

de Reuz>^ 

June 1$, i6s2 

Contract made aiul entered into by Kiliaen van Rensselaer, as pa- 
troon of liis colony (named Rensselaerswyck, situated on the 
river -Mauritius or North River of New Netlierland, above and 
below Fort Orange and on both sides of tlie said river), with 
Gerrit Teeusen de reti.v, as farmer of a farm to be estabHslied 
on the Fort Orange side near tlie fourtli creek now called 
Dlommaerts kil,^ situated above or^ to the north of Fort 
Orange, this 15th of June in the year 1632 in Amsterdam 

a9 yean o1<|m First the aforesaid GerrU de Reux shall bind himself 
by oath and on forfeiture of his stipulated wages and the goods 
which he may have in that country that neither he nor his men shall 
trade in prohibited furs, especially of otters or beavers, or obtain the 
same by way of present or other means without express consent 
from the West India Company and his aforesaid patroon. 

The patroon shall furnish Gerrit de Reux aforesaid, out of the 
animals which he has in that country if they are still alive and to be 
Jiad: 

four horses, if it is possible the same which Gerrit aforenamed 

used before 
also three oows as above 
also two heifer calves as above 
also four sows as above 
The aforesaid de Reux shall further do his best with the assist- 
ance of the smiths and the carpenters of the Company that the 
aforesaid house may at the very first oi)i)orti|nity be erected, roofed 

** y. R. B. Mst, Letter Book, f 11. Extract in V. R. B. Mss 38: see p. 675-76. 
Dlommaerts kit api»ears on the map of Rcns9« lacrswyck reprofhtccd in this work as 
the fourth eredc north of Fort Orange, at a distance of about i) mile* from the fort 
This distance seems to identify lUommaerts kit with the present PatroolM Creek, wbtch 
at a later date is referred to as the fiftli creek. 

■ " and " in the extract in V. R. B. Mss 38. 

**Margifial note in handwriting of Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 

13 
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and surrounded by wooden palisades; Also that he may be provided 
with wagon and plow by the wheelwriglit 

And what he thinks can not be obtained in that country, he shall 
buy here at the expense of the patroon, taking care on ^e voyage 
over that the purchased goods shall be well kept On the ship he 
shall with his men look after the calves which the patroon shall send 
thither by the ship on which he is to sail. 

Fuither, the aforesaid Gerrit shall be bound to engage here a 
good farm servant and a boy at the expense of the patroon, and on 
his arrival there still another servant shall be added if possible. The 
patroon shall pay the wages and board of the servants and boy till 
the first of May 1634 ^^^^ P^y ''"^^ Gerrit de Reux, 180 guil- 
ders a year, from the time of his arrival in that country till, the first 
of January 1634. All the crups and increase of live stock, likewise 
milk and butter and all other profits till the first of January 1654 
shall therefore be for the behoof of the patroon. 

After the first oi January 1634, Gerrit dc Rcux shall obtain out 
of the aforesaid stuek four horses, four cows, two heifers and so 
many sheep and hogs as he can raise and this on the following con- 
ditions, for four years, without leaving tlic service in the meantime 
on forfeiture as above; and irum that time on, he sliall no longer 
receive wages. The wages and board of the laborers, boy and the 
house servants from the first of May 1O34, and also all other ex- 
paises whatever they may be called, as well as the damage and loss 
of live stock, wear and tear 01 wagons and plows, in short anything 
and everything, from tlie first of January 1634 on, shall be paid out 
of the common fruits, products, milk, butter, cheese and increase 
of stock; and of the surplus one half shall be for the aforesaid pa- 
troon and the other half for the aforenamed Gerrit dc Rcux, it 
being understood that tiie increaNC of the stock sliall be reserved for 
the patroon on condition that he may compensate the said Gerrit 
for the same at the rate fixed heretofore by the West India Com- 
pany. Every two years an inventrtry of the stock sliall be taken and 
for one half of what shall be found alujvc the four horses, four 
cows and two heifers, ^.errit de Rcux shall as above receive com- 
pensation, the patroon having however the privilege of taking the 
said increase for himself or not. and if there be less than the above 
numl)er. the aforesaid de Reux must try t«» raise so many that he 
rcaclu s that numlK r and shall not be entitled to any profit till tiic 
said number is again complete. 

The aforesaid de Rcu,v shall raise as many sheep and hogs as pos- 
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sible, and of what he sells thereof one half the proceeds shall go to 
the patroon and the other half to liiniself. 

Of the winter wheat which is to be sown in the fall of i6j3» one 
half shall be for the benetit of the aforesaid Gerrit de Kcux on con- 
dition tliat tlie last year he deliver to tlie patroon, first of all, as 
much grain as he received the first year. 

As to the butter, cheese, grain and other products u liich lie may 
have on hand the first of January 1634, the same shall be appraised 
and accounted for to the patroon out of the coinmon expenses. 

Concerning the passage over, the patroon shall urge as much as 
possible that Gerrit aforesaid nia\ receive the wages of a boatswain, 
but if this can not be arranged tliey must both see what the)r can 
do about the passage. 

But the patroon sliall pay tlie board of tlic servants during the 
passage. 

Gerrit de Reux aforenamed shall also cause the yearly manure to 
be distributed over the land in the most advantageous manner, witli- 
oiit wasting it 

The patroon shall provide the aforesaid de Reux with two good 
firelocks, on condition that each pay half. 

Thus done and passed in the city of Amsterdam, and for all that 
is aforewritten, the said de Reux pledges and binds all his personal 
possessions, movable and immovable, present and future, none ex- 
cepted, subjecting the same to the execution of all the honorable 
courts and judges; in witness whereof it is signed by him on the 
1 5th of June Z632, new style. 

[signed] The mark X of Gerrit Teeusen de reuse 

Memoranda of the engagement of certain farm laborers^ 

[June IS, ids^f] 

The following persons have been engagetl as farm laborers for the 
term of four years commencing on tlieir arrival on their farm in that 
country, on condition that they receive for the outjL^oiTii:: and return 
voyages a gratuity hereafter s[)ecitied and on pain of forfeiture of 
all their monthly wages and effects if tliev leave tlieir service [be- 
fore the end] of tlieir term, or if they obtain any furs of beavers, 
otters or like animals hy trade, ,i,nft or exeliatiije, wliieli they have 
expressly agreed not to do; and in ease they are asked hy their 
farmer to do any otlier work besides fanuiiit^, such as felliui:^ of 
trees or other work which they are able to do, they may not refuse 

■ F. JL B. MMb Ltun B«dk, f.t«. la kaodwrltiaff of Kiliaea vn RwMwrtoer. 
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it but must diligently and willingly do everything and also serve un- 
der such farmer as the patroon shall direct 

Hendrich frerixsen Van bunnick, 26 years old, shall receive 120 
guilders a year and a pair of boots once in four years and as a 
gratuity for the passage 25 guilders. 

Comelis Jacopsen van Marttensdijck, 23 years old, shall receive 
110 guilders and as a gratuity for the passage 25 guilders. 

Comelis tkonissen van Meerkerc, 20 years old, shall re- 

write ft 

little ceive 80 guilders and two pairs of boots, but if he 

behaves well he shall receive the last year some increase and as a 
gratuity 50 guilders. 

as bojr Marcus Mensen van Cuijlenburch, 17 years old, shall re- 
ceive 40, 50, 60 and 70 guilders during the four years and as a 
gratuity 18 guilders. 

[signed] 

the mark of the mark of 

X X 

hendrkk frerixsen Cornelis Jacopsen 

Comis Thonis the mark of 

X 

Marcus Meusen 

■ 

Gerrit de reus would like to have Hendrick frerixsz, Comelis 
thonisen and Marcus Mensen, 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Johannes de Laet^ 

June 2j, i6s2 
Mr Johan dc lacdit, at Leyden 

In Amsterdam, 27 June 1632 
Your honor will doubtless have heard how our ship den wahis," 
which together with the yacht Teencoomtgen^ sailed from the 
Texel on the 24th of May, was on the 26th ditto for nearly two 
hours tossed about on the banks before Dunkirk, not without great 
danger of losing the ship and the goods, as most of the people had 
already left the ship and jumped into the shallops. Nevertheless it 
pleased Almighty God to rescue the said ship from the said banks, 
but as it was very leaky and much damaged, they stopped on the 
28tli at Portsmouth near the Isle of Wight*® to have her repaired 



R. B. Msg, UtUr Bock, lislk 

"The Whalp. 
Other furni for '( nekhoorntfe, the little Squtrrd. 
U porse muyen Jn wichK 
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there, the yacht Teencoomgen being still with her. Meanwhile, 
GuiUiamme lefant, being dissatisfied with, the command of David 
pietersen^ or according to my opinion rather because he was afraid, 
left the ship and returned over land, to the disgust of the con- 
fraters, so that henrij de foreesf^ will probably be useful to supply 
the place left vacant by GuiUiamme. Said GuUliamme .vnsA^ out 
that the leak was very large and irreparable, but from the letter of 
David piefersen to conf rater Godyn, dated the iith of June from 
Portsmouth, we understand that the same was nearly repaired and 
that he expected to go to sea at the first opportunity to complete his 
intended voyage in God*s name, drawing on conf rater Godyn for 
60 pounds sterling on account of his expenses there. It would be 
a pity if we missed the whale-fishing again, as Director Minuijt, 
who has come here, assures us that there are quantities of whales 
in the South River and that the savages of those quarters wear on 
their heads mostly small feathers^ made of whalebone. So much 
for matters with which the Company of Ten is concerned. 

Coming now to our private colony on the North River near Fort 
Orange, I should have liked best if your honor had called some 
time at my house so that I could have shown you the situation 
and condition of the same. Director Minuijt has given me a map 
of the additk>nal land lately purchased, situated between heeren 
Island and Smax Island. There are about 200 * of cleared land 
(or which has been seeded before by the savages) at the water's 
edge along the river, but stretching toward tlie woods and inlan«l 
two days* journey, so that we have at present bouq^lit and obtainefl 
from the Mahicans by legal conveyance all the shore aloiii; the river, 
on the west side, from bccrcn Island to Mnmncnis Castle. l)ein}.; 
al)out six hours' walk.'** the account nf tlic cost of which is still in 
the hands of the Conipany. As to the ca^t side, wc lia\ c the lands 
situated opposite Fort Oranj^c and Castle Island, from /'at*/* 

^ David Pu'trrss de Vrifs. F"r n> munf of tTic voyni;c see his Korie Historiael, 
P.94-IM, translated by H. C. Murphy, under the title Voyages from Holland to 
Am*riea, A. D. t6^ to t6$4, N. Y. tSsj, reprinted in New York Historical Society 
Collections, 1857, 8cr.2, 8:15-48. 

*• See note on p. j$. The name of de Forest is in these documents, in the N. Y. 
Col. Mms and fn the records of the Reformed 1>nteh Chnrch of New Yoric consistently 
wriUc-n f('r,-i-<.t, or d« Forersf. hut TI< niiri(k dc For< «t nml 1 is brother, Isaac de 
Forest, both sign their nuae de forest, so that de Forest may be regarded as the proper 
spelling. There ia apfiareatljr no connection between the de Forests and the well known 
Alkmaar fraiilj of Tan Foreest 

**vt«rktnt. 

•Word nor gens " omitted In totter Book. Cf. " Account of the jurisdictions,** 

July JO. 1634, p. 306. 

**Cf. note on p. 167. According to the map of Renssclaerswyck, one hour's walk"* 
I $00 rods tnd one Dutch mjle — aoop rodf. 
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Sickciiccs kil northward past the falls of dc lacts kil thus named 
by nie, which creek runs far inland and in which rock crystal is 
found, aceurdinj; to Director Minuit, to vvhicii we must pay more 
attention in the future. 

On the east side 1 ordered three farms with a grist-mill and a 
sawmill to he established. I am advi'-eil nut to put up the sawmill. 
The grist-mill, according to the last letters, was almost ready and 
stands on dc lacts kil. One of the three farms, named de lacts- 
burch, had ht en established there, of which roclof Jansen van Mas- 
tcrlandt is farmer. He had prepared about five morgens of land 
to be seeded with winter wheat, but for want of seed, seems to 
have seeded these last March with summer wheat and a goodly 
number of morgens more which he would seed later as far as the 
seed reached. Said Roelof Jansen had four horses and ii sheep, 
and the cows and hogs which I bought of Gerrit de reux were also 
to be given him, so that he has a complete farm and a suitable 
house. The island which lies a little furtiier northward on the east 
side, I have named de lacts Island so that I have commemorated 
your honor's name on the east side. The name of confrater Godyn 
I have commemorated as follows : the islands of paep Sickenee on 
the east side towards the south, I have named Godyns Islands; the 
mill*'' on the west side at the end of Castle Island, where the first 
sawmill was erected, I have named Godyns kil. This creek runs 
very deep inland, has quantities of fish, principally bullheads and 
lampreys, and mar by is found much beautiful, arable and meadow 
land on which in time may he established another farm, which shall 
then be named G(u!ynsburcli. 

The fourth creek above Fort Orau'^e on the west side is called 
Blomniacrts kil, where on the arrival of thi-< ship shall be established 
a farm according to the contract made with ,(^t'r;-// dc rni.v. who 
with two men and two boys sails thither, w'ith horses and tools and 
all sorts of supplies needed for himself as well as for the otlier 
farms. This farm shall be named Dlommacrtsburch. 

The five small islands lying a little fm ther northWard on the 
west side have been named Blommaerts Islands. 

As for my own name, I have not forgotten that either, having 
named the colony situated on both sides of the river, Rcnselacrs 
wyck and Beeren Island, where our colony begins, Renselaers 
Island. Castle Island I have named the West Island and that for 

"So to original; Uie reference is evidently to the mill creek, i. e. Uie Normaot Kill. 
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the reason . . on which island lies the farm named Ren^ 
selaersburg, on which Rutger hendrixsen van Soest is farmer and 
which has a comfortable dwelling house and barn. Said rutger 
hendrixsen had before the departure of the vessels seeded 12 
morgens with winter wheat and four morgens with winter rye, 
which looked as fine as any on the best land in this country. As 
he has enough horses, he will apparently seed at least eight or 10 
moigens more with summer seed and as I hope to obtain some 
more animals which are left on the director's farm and shall also 
get my nephew tuouter van Twiller, who now goes thither as di- 
rector of the CoiTipany, to buy still others, I confidently expect to 
obtain enough animals to establish another farm on the said West 
Island, as it is 136 Rhineland moreens in extent. The said farm 
shall be" called 7trclysbHr(^li, for my wife. Pac/> Sickcnccs kill, 
now named Rciisclacrs kil, on the east side opposite tlie mill creek 
or Godyns kill, I suppose that by tliis time we have l)ouc,dit already 
with the exception of tlie woods in the rear, that is the land alon|[^ 
the river only, which contains about 600, 700 or 800 moro^cns of flat 
and clear land, mostly clay an<l l)ro\vn soil, on each mori^en of 

which in goo<l years might be raised one last or at least ^4 ^^^^ 
of wheat. However, our priticipal profit will come from the cattle, 
for wdiich tliere is plenty of fine pasture and hay for nothinp^ but 
the labor (though it is true that the trade yields quick returns but 
also quickly causes loss)*^ while on the contrary the clearing of the 
land proceeds with slowness but a certainty of which I have no 
doubt at all if the T.ord preserves us from surprisals. 

Now at first wc must have a little jtatience and necessarily spend 
money to obtain possession. After tiie first harvest, which is at 
hand, I hope that our people will no longer have lack of wheat, 
milk, butter or cheese; they can catch plenty of fish with little 
trouble and in the course of time they will also have plenty of 
meat as they have already oxen in the field, of which they can 
slaughter one at killing time. I intend now by this ship to send 
six or eight more heifer calves. If we had cattle we should have 
money and if we had horses we should have wheat. I take good 
care to avail myself of all opportunities to acquire cattle, which 
makes many jealous of me, but they have to stand it, as every one 

** At tfait point a line is apparently left out in the Letttr Book, unless the Dutch 
0m nS0n*n Is meant for om duidMik* rtdentn, that ii, for evident reaiom. 

"(sr*/ if waer dat de coopmanschap hacst ^r.-ft en tyck harst MMlO; literally* 
ttooi^ it ia true that tlie trade quickly gives and also quickly takes. 
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is free to do what is best for himself. The contract which I have 
made with gerrit de reux runs till the first of January 1634 on a 
yearly salary; but after that, all expenses and wages of laborers 
must be deducted, and of the remaining grain, milk, butter and 
increase of animals, one half shall belong to us and the other half 
to Gerrii de reux, I hope to deal with the other farmers on the 
same basis, as if we had a fixed yearly income; but as during the 
first years things are not in order, they want to receive monthly 
wages, as is reasonable. As increase shall count only such animals 
as are in excess of the original number and before they then get 
their share, they must give to the patroon the opportunity of pur- 
chase at a fixed rate if he so desires. Their share of the wheat I 
think it for the present not advisable to buy from them at a definite 
rate, as that can always be done. 

As to the profits on which wc may count, we have various 
string's to our bow. The Company will have to keep at Fort 
Granite yearly some 25 men, from wliom. by providing" them with 
evcrytliino^. we may draw some 2^ck> t,mil<lers a year and tlierewilli 
pay the laborers' waq^es. As soon as there is a supply of ^rain on 
liand, r intetid to erect a l)rcwery to provide all New Netherland 
with beer, for which purpose there is already a brew kettle there, 
and when there is more p^rain, T intend also to erect a brandy dis- 
tillery, as there arc several brandy kettles antl wood can be had for 
the labor. 

I also intend to ^rinfi nic.d with a view of selling' the same to 
the Brownists toward the north or to tlic ICngli^h toward the south. 
At the worst, if we had over T(K) lasts of strain, which at 100 
fjnld crnilders a last would produce I4(K)"''* guilders, one could for 
4(xx) or 5000 j^nilders hire a shij) to fetch the same and in goinjj^ 
load it full of aniniak, as T have n<»w foun<l out that one can send 
over animals, feeding them meal witlutut hay. The animals wc 
could keep there so cheaply that the hides would pay the expense 
and the moat and fat we woidd have for nothing. T have also 
given order to rai*^e many hogs, which during the day can run in 
the woods and during the night stay home, and pnnide<l care is 
taken to put some meal in their drinking water they may be fat 
before the winter comes. Here I run somewhat ahead, but before 
three years have clap^^ed I hope that we shall yearlv. ns surplus 
for ourselves and the farmers, grow over one hunihcd lasts of 
grain, which will increase from year to year if it please the Lord. 

** Should be 14.000: the gold guilder equalling 1.40 guilden. 
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I shall try to have a map made of our colony, which being done, I 
shall send each of the confraters participants a copy. Further, as 
I have already advanced various sums of money and must daily 
advance more, we have thought it advisable that each }i share 
should contribute 200 guilders and I therefore request that your 
honor be good enough to send me the said 200 guilders for your }i 
part by the first opportunity in order that I may not count interest 
as I have done before. Wherewith ending, honorable, wise, pru- 
dent and discreet sir, I commend you to the gracious protection of 
Almighty God and greet you heartily. 

In witness that it lias thus been resolved to contribute 200 guil- 
<kTs for each fifth part, we the undersigned participants have also 
signed this on the 27th of June 1632 at Amsterdam. 

Underneath was written; Kiliacn van Rensselaer, S, Godin, S. 
Blommaert, 

* 

Power of attorney to Wouter van Twiller to administer the oath 
of schout to Rutger Hendricksz van Soest*^ 

July J, i6$2 

This day, the first day of the month of July in the year sixteen 
hundred and thirty-two, before me, Peter Ruttens, admitted notary 
public by the Court of Holland and residing at Amsterdam, and 

before the aftemamed witnesses, appeared in his own person, the 
I Ion. Kiliacn ".'an Rensselaer, formerly director of the Chartered 
W est India C'nnipany. C liambcr of this city, well known to me, the 
notary, as i^attoun of his colony named Rensselaerswyck, lying on 
the river Mauritius, or North River of New Netherland, by virtue 
of the Freedoms granted to all patroons by the Assembly of the 
Nineteen of the Chartered West India Company, on the twenty- 
eighth of March, sixteen hundred and twenty-eight, and the seventh 
of June, sixteen hundred and twenty-nine, and has in that quality 
legally constituted and cm]x>wered, as he hereby does constitute 
and empower, the Hon. Wouter van TtvUler, director general on 
behalf of the said Company in New Netherland aforesaid, giving 
him complete and absolute power, authority and special order, in his, 
the constituent's, name and in his behalf, to administer to Rutgert 
henrichss van Soest, farmer on West Island, on Rensselaers Burgh 

V, R. B. Mu, Utter Book, f.ij. 
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ill Bylaersdal, the proper oatli of fidelity as oflicer and schout in 
and over the aforesaid constituent's colony and the jurisdiction 
of the same with the solemnities required in the case, and further 
to do and perform in the matter everything else that in such or 
similar cases is required and necessary to be done, and as he, the 
constituent, being present in person' as patroon aforesaid, might • 
do himself, even if the matter required greater and more specific 
power, promising t6 hold good, satisfactory and valid whatever 
shall be done, executed or performed herein by the said deputy, 
all according to the requirements of the law; copy hereof in due 
form being requested. Thus done within the aforesaid city of 
Amsterdam, at the house and office of me, the notary, in the 
presence of Ian de gracft and henrick doose, as witnesses. 

I 

Power of attorney to Rutger Hendricksz van Soest to ad- 
minister the oath of schepen to Roelof Jansz van Masterland, 
Gerrit Theusz de Reux, Marinus Adnaensa van der Veere, 
Brant Peelen van Nijkerck and Laurens Laurenu van 
Coppenhagen; the schepen oath^ 

July J, j6j£ 

This day the first day of tlie month of July in the year sixteen 
hundred and thirty-two, before me Fctcr RutU'ns, admitted notary 
public by the Court, of Holland, and residing at Amsterdam, ap- 
peared in liis own person tlie lion. Kiliacn van Roissclacr, formerly 
director of the Lliartered West India Company, Chamber of this 
city,^ well known to me, the notary, as patroon of his colony called 
Rcnssclaerswyck, 1) ing on the river Mauritius, or North River of 
New Netherland, by virtue of tlie Freedoms granted to all patroons 
by the Assembly of tlie Nineteen of the Chartered West India Com- 
pany on the twenty-eighth of March, sixteen hundred and twenty- 
eight, and the seventh of June, sixteen hundred and twenty-nine, 
and has in that quality legally constituted and empowered, as he 
hereby does constitute and empower, the Hon. Rutger hendricxss 
van Soest, farmer on West Island, on Rcnssclaers burgh in By- 
laersdal^ in the quality of officer and schout over the aforesaid 

« V. K. n. Mss. Letter Book, f.ijb. 

' The words " formerly director ... of this city " are in the handwriting of Kiliaea 
van Rensselaer and were substituted for " merchant residing in the aforesaid dty.** 
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colony, giving him complete and absolute power, authority and 
special order in his, tiic constituent's, name and in iiis behalf, to 
administer to and receive ui Rocloj Jansz van Mastcrland , farmer 
on de Lads-bur i^h in Twillcrs dal, llic proper oath of schepk.-ii over 
his aforesaid colony and the jurisdiction of the satne. a]s(j to 
Gcrrit Thcciizvisc dc Reus, farmer on liJocuiarts-burijh in H'clys 
dal, also to Marin adriaensz, tobacco planter on Godins-buri^li, also 
to Brand Pclcn vander Sickcrck, farmer on West Island on Wclys 
burgh ill Bylacrs dal, also to Laurens Laurensz van Coppenhagen, 
miller on de Lacts kil, with further authority to substitute one or 
more others in tlie place of those that are absent or deceased, sub- 
ject to the approval however of the honorable constituent as pa- 
troon aforesaid, and further in the matter to do, observe and per- 
form everything else that in such or similar cases is required or 
necessary to be done, and the constituent as patroon aforesaid 
being personally present might do himself, even if the matter 
should require fuller authority. Promising to hold good, satis- 
factory and valid whatever shall be done, execute<l or performed 
herein by his deputy aforesaid; all according- to the re(piircnionts 
of the law. Thus done within this aforesaid city of Amsterdam, 
at tiie iiouse and oflice of me, tlic nutary, in the presence of Ian dc 
^raetf and hendrick doose, as witnesses. 

The oath of the schepens 

To be read and administered 
by the honorable schont. 

'i'his you swear, that you will be .l;<>'>! --eliepens, that you w ilT 
be loyal and feal to my gracious lord and su})port and strengthen 
him in his affairs as much as is in your power ; that yon will pass 
bMiicst judgment between tlic lord and the farmer, tlie farmer an<l 
the lortl, and in the proceedings between two farmers, and that you 
will not fail to do this on any consideration whatsoever. 

So help you God. 



Uiyiiized by Google 



204 



NEW YORK STATB UBSAKY 



Memoranda from Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wouter Van 

TwiUei* 

July 20, 1632 

Mcmoraiuia givon by Kiliaen lan Rensselaer, as patroon of his 
colony called Renssclacrswyck, to liis nephew JVoutcr van 
Twillcr, director general in Xew Netherland of the Chartered 
West India Company, wishing the same good Kick and a safe 
and happy voyage. This 20 July 1632, in Amsterdam. 

On the ship yoa will please to look after the persons who for 
my account go over by the same ship, to wit : 
Gerrit Theeuss de reus, farmer 
hendrick frcrixsen van bunnkk 
Cornells Jacobss van tnartensdyck 
Cornelis theunise zfan mecrkcrcU 
Marcus mensen van Culenburgh, farm boy 

Charging the same to take good care of the calves which are 
sent over with them, also to provide the same well with food and 
water antl to keej) them clean. To that end I send along: 
2 pipes of spent malt ur dralt 
one hogshead and 2 harrels' of rye meal 
three barrels ground linseed cakes 
12 sacks of hay for refreshment'* 
I send along also for the use of tiic farms a ship's chest in which 
are: 

12 grass scytb.es 

llainault scythes'* for grain 
9 horse traces, 8 collars, 4 whips. 4 dozen whiplashes 
also a hamjier in which a small keg with 33 lb treacle as 

medicine for tlie luirses 
two fine firelocks^ with iK)w<lcr Hasks, one of which is y 

iiiatchlock** 
also a hast;ird grcylionnd for (7'. dr rctis 
A silvcr-i)!ate(| ra|)ier with baldric and a black hat with jilume, 
to be presented to Ritti^cr hcndrixsc ran Socst in his capacity as 
officer and schout of Rensselaerswyck, for which purpose I give 

• V. R. B. Mts. Letttr Book, f.14. 

* smaltonnen. 

*tot vtrvtrtchinge. 

*stekton; ihoit single-handed icythes, also called Fleiniah acythet. 
» vuyrrotrtt 
* SHaphaam. 
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your honor proper [)Ower of attorney to administer to the same the 
usual oath oi fidelity. I should be pleased if this matter were 
di^>osed of as soon as possible, and if the opportunity does not 
present itself for your honor to sec him or have him come to see 
you soon, you will please sjfivc a fiower of attorney to the then 
commis of Fort Oranc^e to ndinini^tcr the oath to tlie said Rutgcf 
with the proper fonnalitics, it possible oti the farm which he now 
occupies, and tlicrcaftcr to offer hitn tlie rapier aiifl the liat. 

Also, four black hats" with silver baixN. to be presented in inv 
name to the following" jXTSons. whom I have desij^mated as 
scliej)ens and councilors of Renssclacrswyck according to the ac- 
companyini^ power of attorney: 

Rocloj Jansscn van iMasterland 
^crrit thcusscn dc Reus 
tfiaryn adriacns:: rand, vcre 
Brandt Pelen vander nyhcrch 
Laurens laurenss van coppenltagen 

For which i)urpose I send by you a formal power of attorney 
made out to the aforesaid officer Rutj:^cr hendrixsz to be handed 
to him with the copy of the accompanying schepen oath, whereupon 
he shall summon the aforenamed persons to his place of residence, 
have the aforesaid p)Ower of attorney and schepen oath read to 
them, and after suitable remarks and with becominij respect, as in 
the presence of God, admiiiister the said oatii and thereafter pre- 
sent each one of them with one of the aforesaid bats. 

And whereas Wolff crt Gen-its': has rerpie^ted to be released from 
his en.c:aj^emcnt, altlif>nq^b I had e.\i»(. cled that be wonld have move<l 
his residence up above, or at least have stayed there for some 
months the 1)ettcr to look after my affairs, yoti will ^:^rant bim bis 
request; and as T have been informed that be has not tronbled 
himself much about my affairs and has al^o lieen but seldom \\\^ the 
river, you will make such arranq;ciuents with bim as the circum- 
stances require an<l see wlir-tber you can not Iniy some animals from 
him for me, as T un<!ersl;itifl tliat be has a j^ood quantity of them 
left, the price o£ which and the charges for his trouble you may 
add together. 

Meanwhile, you will please take cbartrc and superintend my men 
as much as possible and request somebody at Fort Orange to keep 
an eye on them during your absence and, in case they should be 

* vitr swarttt hotdtn; though five i>^rsuiis arp named. 
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h^X'.,/^i!'u' hl^'^ra^ir ®^ s^™* *o write or to read 

sS:;; tf "\hr:^';r ^^dr instructions, to take charge of that 

^^^o, or do what in your opinion shall be 
if he should rcnjain and if advisablc and of service to me; 

he dfu-s not ihcroby he- 

JJIIlmu'i"'''****** ^ Concerning Officer Notelman, who was 

to deliver to me all the animals and farm 
implements which belonged to Gcrrit dc Reus after compensating 

the Company for tlicm accorrliiij^ t«) tlie contracts of the farmers, 
I understand tliat lu- ha- l>0('n prevented l)y lr<)>t from l)rin.ning 
thcin up above l)e'fn!-c tlic w inter, hut lie promised me that lie would 
do so at the llrst npportniiit)' in the spring", of which I doubt not. 
However, if he has not at ail or only in jiari carried out his promise, 
you will cau<c him to <lo so, as I nerd the animals as well as the 
implements very mnoh for my men and farms, and would sufler 
g"reat damaq;c and delay in case he acte«l contrary to his aufreeincnt. 
Of the horses and cows wliicb he has kept ovc-r winter, he has 
enjoyed the dairy product^ and tlie labor, bavins^ so overworked 
the horses lluit they have all thrown their colts prematurely. 
Nevertheless, you will in all justness settle the matter with him 
and as, so far as I know, I am still several animals short of the 
complement of the two farms of Evert focken and of GerrU 
dc Reus, for which I must pay the Company, you will take care 
that I obtain the rest. You must know that the two old stallions 
which Roeloif Jansc has and also the horses of the stave splitters 
are not included therein, but must be paid for separately and, as I 
have not received any hogs and Officer Notelman has a good quan- 
tity of them to spare, you might take the same over from him or 
from some one else for the Company an<l according to the contract 
cause the same to t>c delivered to me. 

I understand that C7(irj corneliss radcmaeckcr^^ is quite willing 
to give up some horses and cattle; if you can obtain any from him 
or any one else, you will not fail to buy the same for my account, as 
I am fully determine*! to take over all animals that are for sale, 
whether old or young, at a reasonable price or at the rate of those 
sold before; and as many young animals as are to be had on the 
farms of Minuit and Bylvelt of which I shall apparently obtain a 
goodly number, you will please send all of those up the river at the 

Apii.ircntly a drnft of the tnap of the colony of Rcnssclaerawyck reproduced in 
this volume; see p. 33. 

<*Mari|ad note in handwriting of Kiliacn van Rensselaer. 
" nitmmdttr awana wheelwright 
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first opportunity; and as it is apparent that several farm hands when 
their time has expired will come home, you will select from them 
the best and as many as yoa shall judge necessary for my farms and 
animals ; and if there are any suitable blacks, provide me with them 
if you think that they will render me good service. On the con- 
trary, if there are aiiy persons in my employ whom your honor 
considers unserviceable to me and who do not properly acquit 
themselves of their duties, whether master or servant or whoever 
it may be, you will if^so facto de()ort and discharj:^e the same, and if 
they return home, they will in all such cases do so at their own 
expense. 

Herewith I send also two barrels in which are 9)/^ schepels of 
buckwiieat for seed, to be divirled amonc^ my farmers. 

Also half a barrel, in which 2 schepels, and one firkin*^ of rape 
seed, also to be divided amonc^ my farmers, and to be seeded in 
such places as they find suitable thereto, takin^:;' p^ood care to pre- 
serve the crop, so that in the future they may sow the same again 
and advise me if it succeeds well. 

In case you are of opinion that T could run the brickyard with 
profit, you will please to that, as the clay of which the bricks 
and tiles are burned nnist be taken from my land. 

If the savajiifes should be inclitu'(l to sell the small islands above 
Fort Orange, as well as that opjx^site the fort an<l those of Pacp- 
sickcnb (which are also situated on the ea^t si(l(? somewhat farther 
south than Castle, now called West Island), I should be pleased to 
Iniy the same, as iny colony would tlien be complete*^ and no one 
else own land therein. 

You will also please notice whether anv silkworms are fotuid 
there and whether it would be advisable to do anythinq^ with them, 
as mulberry tr( es occur in my colony and such worms are likely 
to be founrl there. 

Herewith goes a copv of the instructions to Ruti^er Jicndrtxsa 
van Socst, together with the contract made with Gcrrit Thceusss 
de Reus, of which your honor will please send a copy to Fort 
Orange in order to hear the decision of the other farmers respect- 

vitrdrvat. 

** This expression is significant in connection with the patroon*s lltlCUlCnt in his 
letter to de Laet, June 27, 1632, that they had " all the shore along the river, on the 
west side, from beeren Island to Momnenis Castle," a distance, according to the map 
of Rcnssclacrswjrck. of exactly fotir Dutch miles or leagues, the extent of territory on 
oHP side of n nnvipnMe river allowed by tlic fifth article of the Freedoms and Exemp- 
tions, which the patroon evidently understood to be inclusive of the islands. Of. nott 
00 pb «6^. 
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ing it, wlR'thcT tliey w ouM be vvillinj; to acxept similar conditions or 
not. whereof your honor will please send us definite advice. 

The horses and cows which I and other farmers must furnish to 
the Comjiany from the respective farms, accordinq" to the con- 
ditions, 1 am satisfied to retain and accept at the price formerly 
paid and as fixed by tiie Comj)any. 1 request your honor not to be 
too saving in this matter, that I may get the same. si)ecially those 
of wolffcrt ^crritsscn, who, as I understand, is willing to deliver 
his at the first opportunity in order to have his other animals free. 

Instructions to Rutger Hendricksz van Soest, schout, and the 
council of the colony of Rensselaerswyck'^ 

July 20, 1632 

Instructions for Rutger Hendricxssen van Soest, officer, and for 
lib associated council* in Rensselaerswyck, sent him by KHiaen van 
Rensselaer, patroon of the said colony, according to which, so far 
as they apply, he and the other inhabitants of the said place must 
faithfully and honestly govern, comport, conduct and acquit them- 
selves. 

1 First, Rutger Hendricxss aforesaid, after taking the oath of 
fidelity and as officer aforesaid, shall present himself before and 
call on the commts of Fort Orange and offer him every favor, 
assistance and the usual tokens of friendship, in order that they 
may mutually aid one another not only with word and deed, but 
in time of danger with life and limb against the common enemy; 
and he shall further entertain constantly friendly relations, each 
respecting the other. 

2 On all occasions when a council meeting is held (which must 
take place at the officer's house), they shall not neglect to invoke 
the name of the Lord, and every Sunday and on the usual holidays 
they shall come together to read aloud some chapters from the 
Holy Scriptures, for which purpose a Bible is herewith sent to 
them, as well as a huyspostille SchuUetP'' in which every Sunday 
throughout the year has its special lesson and exposition of God's 
Holy Word, to which reading Brandt Pcelen vander Niekcrck is 
herd>y authorized. 

3 Third, the officer shall select one of the schepens or some one 
else whom he may Judge fit to record the resolutions of the council. 

» V. R. B.Mss, Letter Book, f.17. Extract of theie initntc^ont In V.ILB.Mu 36; 

*er i>. 701. 

bygex'otgde Rod en. * 

" AbraliM) S«ttltetiia» Ww# Postmen. " 
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4 If any one of the schcpens should misbehave himself, so that 
the officer have cause to enter a complaint against him, the de- 
linquent shall during the deliberation on his affairs absent himself 
from the council. 

5 In order that the officer and the schcpens may know the better 
the Freedoms of the patrooiT^ and colonies, I send herewith five 
printed copies, one to be given to each of the schepens, anfl a sixth 
for the officer, and those who can not read shall immediately have 
the same read to them by others, that they may in no wise exceed 
their rights. 

6 And although the fifteenth article of the said Freeclnms con- 
cedes to the patroons, at places whore the Company has no commis, 
the trade in beaver, otter, mink and sitiiilar peltries, and my colony 
extends several leagues alcove ruid below as well as opposite Fort 
Orange, which as well as the example of other patroons might 
easily induce my people to engacre in siicli trade of peltries, it i^; 
nevertheless my express wish and desire that without my further 
order no one, be he free or servant in my employ, r^r living in my 
colony, sbnll presume to barter any peltries with the savages or 
seek to obtain them as a present, on forfeiture of their earnings 
and all tiieir other effects according to the conditions and express 
stipulations of their contract; and in order that no one should in 
any way pretend ignorance thereof, the aforesaid officer shall sum- 
mon before him all the inhabitants of Rensselaerswyck, together 
with all those who are in my service, whether old or young, man or 

• woman, master or servant, no one excepted, in order to notify them 

of this my intention. But in case any savages should offer any one 
of them two or three skins for food or drink, he must deliver the 
same Immediately upon receipt to the officer aforesaid, who at least 
once every month or six weeks shall turn the said skins over to the 
commis at Fort Orange, and take proper receipt therefor. 

7 The seawan, pearls, minerals, crystals or similar things which 
any one of them may find or obtain he must deliver into the hands 
of the officer, who shall keep the same in safety and at the first 
opportunity have report thereof made to the patroon in order that 
he may take proper measures in regard to the same. 

8 Forbidding all inhabitants of Rensselaerswyck, in case they 
discover in the said colony or outside any gold, silver, copper or 
other mines or any marble quarries, or pearl fisheries and whatever 
else might be of importance, to reveal the same to any one but the 
officer, who if the same are situated outside of the colony, but not 
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Otherwise, shall report the same to the commis at I'ort Oraiij^c in 
the name of his patroon as the first finder and immediately advise 
his patroon thereof, who shall thereafter regulate the matter and ac- 
cording to circumstances offer a substantial reward to the first 
finder. 

9 The officer is hereby warned that rock crystal is fonnrl in de 
Lacts kil opjxjsite Fort Orange, above aii'l inland from the dvvellinjj 
of Rocloff Jansc, and that care should be taken to see' whether the 
mountain from which the same drops into the creek can not be 
found. 

10 The officer shall with the advice of the council take measures 
to have the following farms put into working order at the earliest 
possible moment, to have the houses erected and the farms provided 
with people and animals. 

The first farm shall be that on which the officer lives now, called 
"Rensselaers burgh, and of which he, the officer, shall remain farmer. 

The second, that across the river, where Roelof Jansss dwells, 
called de Laets burgh, on which the said Rocloff shall remain far- 
mer. 

The third shall be established on Castle Island, now called West 
Island, the house to be erected where it shall be most convenient and 
as near as possible to every other farm, on Which farm, which shall 
be named Welys burgh, Brandt Pelen vander Niekerck shall be 
farmer, who shall have half of the said island for his use. 

The fourth shall be established on the fourth creek lying north of 
Fort Orange and south of the islands which lie in the river. On 
this farm, which shall be called Blommaerts burgh, gerrit theuss de 
reus shall be farmer. 

And in order that the two houses which have not yet been com- 
menced may be the sooner finished, the officer shall request of the 
commis at Fort Orange the assistance of the carpenters, smiths and 
other workmen, at the expense of his patroon. Meanwhile, Roelof 
Jansss, Laures hurcsss, Barcnt theuniss and all others who are at all 
capable of working on the aforesaid houses, shall assist each other 
diligently and faithfully, so that the aforesaid houses may be erected 
and finished. But even if they can not get any assistance from 
the men of the Company, they shall all without exception help one 
another faithfully, as i>c«>ple having but one and the same master. 

To the director, IVouter van Twiller, I have handed a copy of the 
conditions made with Gcrril Thcrmviss de reus concerning the farm 
above Fort Orange, and am willing to let all my other farmers en- 
joy the same conditk>ns also. However, as the farms of the officer 
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and of RoelofF Jansss are already in working order, the conditions 
respecting the same must go into effect on the first of January next, 
but for the farm to be established for Brandt Peelen, they shall go 
into effect only on the first of January 1634, like those of Gtrrit de 
reus; acceptance whereof, so far as he is concerned, each one must 
without fail send me by the first ship. 

Nor must they neglect to send me by the ship de walvisch}\ which 
towards winter will come to fish in the South River and will leave in 
the spring, information of everything, to wit, what kind and how 
many animals each farm has, how many of them have died and what 
the increase has been, what grain there Is in sacks, in the granary 
and on the fidd» what the profit or loss of each farm has been, how 
much land is attached to each farm and further everything that is 
necessary, so that the patroon may know from year to year exactly 
what his profit has been and which farmers have exerted themselves 
most. 

If any farm liands or even farmers or any one else should mis- 
behave themselves, especially those who through quarreling or fight- 
ing, through laziness or drinking, neglect the profit of their patroou. 
they must be corrected an^l punished according to the customs of 
these lands and especially according to the laws of this province of 
Holland, without regard to person. 

Concerning the milk, butter, cheese and further all kinds of grain 
and root crops which every one lias in store, they shall try to sell 
these to the best advantage for the patroon. either to Christians or 
savages, and if they have so much grain on hand that it can not be 
used there, they shall send it over t" this country in the ships of the 
Companv with proper invoice, after having iiujuired of the director 
how nuuli room for tliat [Mirpose there is in the ships. And if they 
think it a<l\isable to erect a brandy distillery f>r a brewery, they shall 
ask tlie director for the large brewing kettle and brandy kettle which 
is at the Mnnluittcs and sell the brandy and beer either at Fort 
Orange or at the MauJiattcs or elsewhere. 

As to the young cows, as soon as they are of suitable a.i^e they 
shall be covered bv the bull in order to increase the stock, and the 
bull calves shall from the first he ca-trated and kcjit in order to 
fatten them, but the young horses shall nut be covered before the 
third or fourth year. 

Further, a goodlv number of ho*.^'-^ shall be kept on each farm, 
which can be trained to nm in the woods in the daytime and to 
come home at night, and if they must be tended by a swineherd dur- 
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ing the day it is not necessary that each farm have a boy for that 
purpose, as one person could easily watch all the hogs together, and 
if the houses are too widely separated, the hogs might be taken for 
the night now to one farm and then to the other. 

The people shall supply and furnish one another all such tools and 
victuals as one is provided with and the other not, in such way how- 
ever that each one must keep account of what he g^ves out and re- 
ceives. As I do not doubt that this next slaughter time some of my 
young steers will be fit to kill, you must sell the same either at the 
Manhatas or at Fort Orange to my best advantage and do the same 
year after year, and each year try to increase the amount. 

In case you should have more milk or butter than can be consumed 
there in the country, you must take care to preserve the butter with 
salt so as to be fit for shiptnent But to my mind it would be more 
profitable to make cheese than to chum the milk into butter. 

If the cotnmis at Fort Orange, contrary to expectation, should 
act in an unneigliborly manner, )ou will carefully examine the 
printed Freedoms and do whatever be found there to my advantage, 
making use of the sixth article, by which fishing, shooting of birds 
and grinding of meal within my colony are reserved to the patroon 
or to the person having his permission and by which all the lands 
above as well as below and opposite Fort Oranjcfc are under my juris- 
diction. As during the winter large quantities of venison are 
brought to the fort hy the savage;, witli which they readily part in 
return for milk, luitlcr, etc.. care nuist be taken to buy up and salt 
the same for use either pickled or smoked, not only for your own 
needs but also as food and provision for the Miinluitas and other 
<|uarters, and if they have enon^h. to send it here. Yon must also 
know that opposite the fort toward the south, there arc larc^c qnan- 
tities of geese and turkeys, so that I am inclined to think that my 
colony will soon he in a fionrishing state, specially if you on your 
part show no lack of diligence, indnstrv iiud work. 

If any one who is not in my service slmuld wish to do some farm- 
ing in my colony, specially on the lands bought by me. yon must 
not permit but mnst prevent the same, as you are hereby advised 
that all the lands lying on the we'^t -^idc of the river, from hryrcn 
Island to M ocnoiiinncs Castle, have been bonglit by me and paid for, 
even including the place where Fort Orange stands, bnt if tlm^e of 
the fort offer yon the helping hand, you shall in rctnrn accomm(>date 
/ them as much as pos'^ible, in order that one hand washing the other 
tiiey may both become dean." 

■ -» — » • 

I* For addlUoiid paragraph, tee p. 701. ; 'a. 
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KiUaen vin Rensselaer to Coenxmet Notehnan*^ 

July 20, 1632 

Laus Deo, this day, 20 July 1632, in Amsterdam 
Conrad notehnan 

Mon cousin: I fmd myself with yuur favor of the I5tli of Jan- 
uary last past, witli tlie account of the £30 given to you here and 
the £21 received fruni Knti^iit lu'iidrixsc, whicli is therefore set- 
tled. I have further given to your wife ij^, as >1k' states in her 
letter I suppose, which you must make good there. 1 have also 
j^nvc-n her the 2 RD-' of Gcrrit dc Reus and the 3 Rl) of the Xihn-- 
mamu'ii. The iy^ of lu-iidricL- j^ysbcrtsc van Viaiwu were received 
an<l given to my brother in law to hand to your wife, but this she 
did nut know yet when she wrote her letter. 

The f3 of minnc bomcessc are still lacking . . on account 
of tile great changes which have taken place here, and if 1 had not 
exerted my inHuence they would have recalled you together with 
others whom they are ordering home, as my nephew ll'^outtcr van 
1 wilier, who now goes there as director general, will no doubt tell 
you. He has also done his best to keep you there, so that you will 
now have to pay close attention to your duties and perform them to 
the best services of the Company or they will the next time easily 
find occasion to remand you. However, I have no doubt but you 
will properly acquit yourself of them. 

I have asked my aforesaid nephew to look a little after the affairs 
of my colony, which you will please do also and faithfully advise me 
of all that happens there. 

I have released Wolfferi Gerritss, on your advice and at his re- 
quest, and also given my nephew orders to talk over with you the 
thing-^ of which you write. I see that of my eight calves six arrived, 
of which two died later in tliat country, so that there are still four 
left, which no doubt you have sent up the river with my other ani- 
mals in good time in the spring. I hear some complaints that you 
have worked my horses a little too hard so that they have all thrown 
their colts prematurely. I hope that this is not true, but that on the 
contrary they brought forth the colts last May. I wish, now that the 
farm of minuit has been granted to my nephew wouter van Twitter, 
that you might get that of Bylvelt, and also that I might get the 
^ ■ • 

» y. B. Mts, LtUer Book, f.21. 

" RD tlMdlt for HiluiaaUtrM or rix-dottar, m itlvcr cola of the Tdne of s.50 taSMtn, 
* Here m Hoe or nore oitttt have beea omHleil in the LeU§r B0*k, 
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surplus ^'oung stock of both, as otherwise I do not know wherewith 
to support without loss the 50 persons whom I must have there 
within four years. The liu^^s which must still be ddivered to' me 
by the Company, I have requested my nephew to take of you on 
proper payment I am glad to hear that Rutger hendrixsen has ac- 
quitted himself so well and has a fine farm with a g:ood farmhouse 
and 16 morgens winter wheat in the field and apparently will have 
sown also a good quantity of summer wheat. 

I liavc niatlc him officer over my colony named Reiissclaersw yck, 
and presented Iiim with a plated rapier and baldric as well as a hat 
with plume. 

I have thoug-lit fit to cstahli^li another farm above Fort Orange, 
of wliicli (icrrii llicrus: dc reus >hall be farmer. 1 liave pruinisetl 
to return to him liie animals which came from him and I have no 
doubt that he will find tliem there on his arrival. Also a fourlli 
• farm on Castle Island, next to Rut;^i rs, <»t wiiich Brandt pcclcn will 
be farmer. I hope that I shall have animals enuus:h for the afore- 
said farms, which with that of Rocloff Jaiissz will then be four ni 
number, an<l if I can L;et more animals, I should by the next ship 
like to fit out two more farms and send the i)eople for them over at 
the same time. 1 beg you to look well after these matters, especi- 
ally when you 1^0 up there to note how everything proceeds and who 
acquits himself be>t, just as you have done lately, for which 1 thank 
you very kindly. In turn 1 shall on all occasions look after your 
interests. 

For the rest I refer to the verbal report of my nephew W outer 
van Tzuillcr, to whom 1 have recjmme led you most highly. I 
doubt not but he will be more favt)rably inclined toward you than 
. his predecessor has been. But yon have occupied yourself a little 
too much with the personal question ai^ain.st the director, notwith- 
standing I had warned you so stronj^ly against that. In all well 
ordered governments one must respect his chief and work not for 
faction but for the conunon good, for where the head is against 
the members and the members against the head everything must be 
lost. 

Wherewith ending, vwti cousin, I commend you to the gracious 
protection of Almighty God and with hearty salutations from my- 
self, my wife, her mother, sister and brothers and all Uie friends, 
remain. 

Your willing servant and Cousin, 

K, y. R, 
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N. B. I should like nothing better than to hear by your next let- 
ter that you are on goods terms with my nephew, the director, and 
if you hear anything to his disparagement, you will properly defend 
and warn him. The letter of your wife, I have sent by him; it is 
in the chest^ in which are my farm implements, such as Hainault 
and grass scythes. Vale. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Dirck Comelisz Duyster^ 

July 20, 1632 

Laus Deo, this day, 20 July 1632, in Amsterdam 

Honorable, discreet S*^ Dirck Cornclisss duystcr: This will serve 
[to let you know] that I have duly receivctl your writing of the ist 
of November last past, from which I learn the situation of my farms 
and your opinion of wolffert gcrritsen, whom I have released at 
his request. You thank me that I have procured you the office of 
commis, which I did with g^eat pleasure, conscientiously believing 
that you merited it. I only wish that my successors had done so 
likewise, but as new lords usually make new laws, I have heard a 
rumor that they have appointed some one else above you and also 
that they summon home tUbert diteringh and Bastiaeu Jansst crol. 
Therefore, if you should make difficulty about accepting again the 
office of onder^commis, no one of the old servants would remain 
there, which might easily cause great changes and the complete de- 
struction and ruin of the flourishing trade which now increases so 
much, and at the same time completely spoil my young and tender 
colony which has already cost me so much, and place the people in 
great peril, which I hope Almighty God will graciously prevent. I 
should be pleased if you could resolve to stay there, as I do not 
know at all the commit who is to be there, and as I hear that he is 
quite prejudiced against the colonies, so that instead of showing 
friendship, he will seek to offend me. If he do so, I shall oppose 
him, and who knows how it will go ten months from now, when 
again six directors must retire. I have already brought some order 
in niy colony called Rensselaerswyck, namely I have api^jinted RuU 
ger hendrixsen as officer and schout and also chosen five schepens 
to guard niy rights there, and I have sent to each a printed copy 
uf the Freedoms with full instructions according to which they 

*• cargasoen kistgen. 

»♦ y. R. B. Mss. Utter Book, f.a«. 

* Bant Jortei Hualhuaa. 
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must regulate themselves. If the commis refuse me favors that he 
could easily grant without prejudice to the Company, I must look 
out for myself, as all the land from bccrcn Island to M ocncmins 
Castle belongs to me by lawful purchase and conveyance, even the 
land on which Fort Orange stands, and nobody may without my 
consent fish, fowl or shoot game, or even do any farming on my 
lan<l, according to the sixth article. However, if he is disposed to 
act in a proper and neighborly manner. I seek only peace and pleas- 
ant relations, Init if he is not willing, I shall not trouble myself much 
about him. I have prohibited my peoj)le from trailing in peltries 
notwithstanding I have as good a right as others,^" according to the 
hfteenth article of the Freedoms. I have done this to avoid dispute 
with the Company and therefore hope tliat as hitherto they will not 
act otherwise th.m fairly towards me, unless the commis who is now 
going there should be partial, as I fear he will be, and as I have 
been told he has already sufficiently intimated here in this country. 
The Conijiany might better have entrusted the trade tO you, or at 
least could have sent anotlu r and less notorious*' person than this. 
I am very anxious [to knowj whether he will prove the man [to do 
the things] for which some have forced him in fairly against the 
breast of many of the directors. Tliey have made my nephew IVout- 
ier van Tzuiller director general, who also goes over now. I have 
most highly recommended you to him. He is quite content with you ; 
would tliat he were equally satisfied with the other, but time will 
show. If you can not resolve to stay at Fort Orange, you might 
try to exchange places with Jacobus van Coder, that he might be 
appointed at the fort and you as commis at the North."^ If you de- 
cide to stay, I recommend you to do your best, and inasmuch as 
Rutger hcndrixss and my other men are not very ready with the 
pen, be pleased to help them a little and I trust you enough for them 
to let you read my letters and instructions. Wherewith ending, 
I commend you to the gracious protection of Almighty God and 
greet you heartily. 

Your aflfectionate friend 

Kindly do me the favor to have alhcrt dictcrinck or sonu- one 
else S(tme day pace off the farm lands from M ocncmins Castle to 

"The original has ahoo get» reehl hebbt als oHdere, which b apparently • nbtalM 

for alsoo eccJ een recM hfbb* tJt andere; aec article 6 of initructioRB to Rutger 
llendricksz, p. 309. 
*» opspraeckelyck. 

**om de Noort; litciaHy, aroitiwl the North. The expression refers probably to Fort 
Good IIope» on the Connecticut Kiver. 
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the falls and from the falls to the pine wood-' lying above the is- 
lands; als<i the lands near tlic mill creek,"' and the farm lands op- 
j>r)site lM)rt Orange, as well as tliose which lie between beijrcn Is- 
land and Stiuj.v Island, that 1 may know how many paces long and 
how many wide each portion is, and to have philips Janscn van hacr- 
Icn make a map thereof. The [map of the] other [land] wliich 
M*^ crijn^^ measnrc<l, 1 have dnly received. I shall also write a 
sliort letter to albert dieUrinck and another to Bastiacn Janscn crol. 
as I very much desire this done, gerrit de Reux will no doubt 
help also. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Bastiaen Jansz KroP^ 

July 20, j6S2 

Laus Deo, this day, 20 July 1632, in Amsterdam 

Bastiaen Jansz crol 

Honorable, prudent, very discreet Sir: I 6nd myself with your 
favor of the ^ January, in which you thank me that I helped to 
promote you to the directorship,^ which I did with pleasure. How- 
ever, though new lords make new laws, I am astonished at the 
great changes which they are making, inasmuch as they summon 
you and aibert ditering home and send a new commis to Fort Or- 
ange, appointing Dirck comelissz again as onder-^ommis, znd If the 
same refuse to accept this, as I half fear he will, not one of the old 
servants will be there, with the result that the trade which has now 
been placed upon such a good footing by you might again be com- 
pletely mined, unless something worse happen, which God forbid. 
I thank you for the purchase of the land and other courtesies done 
to me, as well as for the communications sent to me, and although 
they now send my nephew fVoutter there as director, believe mc 
freely that he has not trierl in the least to oust you from your office, 
as the directors have offered it to him without his asking for it and 
without my speaking to any one about it for him. going on the 
general principle that they wanted to call all the people home (which 

*• greyn^'n bos; the sit<- of flic prescfit ctty of WatcrvKct. 

Meulekil; the Normans Kill. 
"Cfijn Frederkfcia; tee p. 636. 

J?. P. Ms<:. l .-ttrr Booh, f.Jic 

** DaX of tnontb not given. 

**Kret was director fenerat of New Ketherland for 13 months, apparently from the 

cad of February, or brginniiiR of M.irrh to \\\f end of March iCjSi tce Examlnt* 
lion of Bastiaen Jansx Krol, June jo, 1634, on p. 302. 
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thus far they have not been able to do however) and send altogether 
a new set of people, a few excepted. Whether they act prudently 
and wisely in this, I leave for others who are cleverer than myself 
to judge. The result will show it; and whether they are not recall- 
ing more efficient and faithful people than some of the new ones 
they send out; the Lord only knows. At all events, many of them 
are sorry to send any one who is favorable to the patroons, even 
without harm to the Company. But they can not yet do every- 
thing they would like. I commend to you once more the best inter- 
ests of my colony, which has already cost me a great deal. Where- 
with ending, I commend you to God's gracious protection and send 
hearty greetings. 

Your very favorably disposed friend 

I should be pleased if albert Dictcrinck or some one else would 
Sf)inc day pace of! those of my farm lands which M^crijiv^^ has not 
measured, to wit: opposite Fort Orani;e ; also near the mill creek,*'*' 
further above the pine wood"^^ to the falls, from there to Moene- 
mins Castle, the length and the width. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wolfert Gerritsz^ 

July 20, 1632 

Lauf Deo, this day, 20 July 1632, in Amstefdam 
Honorable, discreet Wolfert Gerritss: 

Your letter of the 9th of January last I duly received, from 
which I learned the condition of my farms, as also that I should 
send some farm hands, to which end I have cnLja^xcd Gcrrit thccussz 
di reus, who j^ocs thither with some servants. I did not send 
more, as I thoui^fht that f(»r the prc^mt this would be enough, 1 
had hoped that you wonM have settlc-d in my colony but. as I am 
tnld. your wife wa^ not much inclined thereto, which I imai^ine to 
be the reason that yon M ck lo 1h< released, and as I sliould be sorry 
to keep anyboilv in mv service aL,^■un^t his will and to his discom- 
fort, I have ordered by neplu-w U'oufrr 7'an TicUlcr, who now 
<i'oes thither as director i^enerai. to settle your past accounts in all 
fairness and at the ^ame time to ne,L;'otiate witli you alxnit the 
animals that remain in your possession, as I still need quite a num- 

" 'I 

"Crijii FrederickM;. see p. 636. 

•• »ir «/<•',• i7; rcfcrrinc to the Norninns Kill. 

^ grejnen bos; the site of the present city of Watcrvlict. 

« y, R. B. Mss, Lrtttr Book, ttj. 
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ber for the completion of my projected farms and Officer fwtelman 
has advised me tliat yon will let me liavi' some. I shonld have been 
pleased if yon had sent me the accDUiit of the varions kinds of 
grain which were grown in 1631 and whether tluy anionnted to 
enough to furnish fno<l for all my j)eoj)le and animals, as I can 
not learn what was grown in 1631 ; I hope that tliis year will be 
better. 

It shows bad manageinctit that Rocloff Jansscn could not get 
any winter seed ; I hope that he has sown the more summer seed. 
If my people had a good supply of grain, 1 .should think it not a 
bad plan if I established a brewery and brandy distillery in my 
district, in regard to which I shall be pleased to receive your advice 
at the first opportunity, as also how many farms there could be in 
my colony giving every farmer 20 or 30 morgcns arable land be- 
sides pasture and meadow land. For the rest I refer to the verbal 
communications of my nephew, the director, commending you 
meanwhile to the gracious protection of Almighty God and salut- 
ing you heartily. 

Your very willing friend 

I have recommended you to my nephew, who I have no doubt' 
will show you every favor so far as the service of the Company and 
his commission will allow. 

Memoranda about letters to Albert Dieterinck and Jacobus van 
Curler and about Rutger Morris^ 

July 20, 1632 

N. B. The letter to aelbert diettcrinck respecting the pacing off 
of the farm lands. 

N. R. Ditto to Jacobus van Corlcr to take the place of dirrick 
cornclisscn Duystcr as ondcr-connuis at Fort Orange, who in turn 
could in his stead become commis at the North.^<* 

N. 6. The English boy who came over from the South is called 
Rutgcrt Moris; he is drummer at the Manhatans and has sown 

tobacco for Director Minuijt. From 300 plants the director had 

at a guess 80 lb; it was sown in the fa!!, covered during the winter 
with manure and transplantctl in the spring. 

» V. R. B. iiu, Utttr Bock, 
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List of animals in the colony of Rensselaerswyck^^ 

July 20, i6$2 

( l.issification of tlic animals bcloni^iiii; fo the colony of Rciis- 
sclai'rs:c\ch -n'lth sf^rcificatton*'- of tlic persons from whoi|i I have 
obtained tiicm, this 20th of July 1632 

Mares 3 from the lann of /tr-t-r/ fncken — there remains stiii 
I hc'loii^in^ to the Company. 

0 1 boii^^lu of the stave sphttcrs lias died ui the posses- 

sion of Rnf<:cr 
4 boug:lit of tlie Company, 1630, which are now all fully 
years old 

4 from the farm of Gcrrit dc Rcux which bore colts 
2 from tlie farm of Bylevelt which bear colts 

Total 13 

Stallions 2 f(i.il<' I in I)oii«;lit of minuijt 

1 foaled in K'.^'^ '"loin the farm of Bylnrlt 

2 old otics bought of the Company, on the farm of 

Roelof jansen 
I thrown in 1629, bought of the Company, coming from 
minuijt 

I thrown in 1630 bought of minuijt, N. B. Tliis shall 
be yours proN-ided you give me some colts thrown 
May 1632 in return 
I thrown in 1^)30 or 1631, bonj^ht of Gcrrit dc Rcux 
I colt, thrown in 1631, on the farm of Rutger; do not 
know whether it is a stallion or a mare 

Total 22 horses with the increase which they have had [till] May 
1632. Among these are probably 20 fit for work, 
even if you took the stallions from them, so that at 
least five farms could be stocked therewith. 

Milch cows 2 from the farm of E%*ert fockcn 

o I ditto died on the farm aforesaid 
2 bought of Minuyt 

« V, R. B. Ms$. Letter Book, i.36. 

^Th^ wordt here halidied were added in the margin hf KDiaen nn IteMldaef. 
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5 delivered by Gcrrit de Keux to nootclman ; sliould 
have been only 4, received therewith only 1 ycar- 
Hiil; and 1 have paid lor the increase in value to 
Kcux, to wit, £50 

5 bonght from the farm of Bylcvelt 

1 bought of tlic surplus of Bylcvelt 

Total 15 cows 

Heifers i then a yearling, with the 5 cows of Rcux. TJierc arc 

4 cows and 2 yearlings instead of 5 cows and i 
yearling. Extra payment as above £50 

2 born 1630, bought of Reux 

4 born 1630, bought of minuyt 

I bom 1630, bought of bylevelt 

I bom 1630, bought of the farm of hyUvelt 

V t 

Total 24 animals, most of which will have calved in May 
1632 and with which at least 5 farms can be 
stocked and Laurens Laurensen noorman be 
given 2 or 3 besides. 
4 heifer calves bom 163 1, of the 8 sent over with 
noofelman 

I ditto bom 163 1, raised by Rutger kendrixsen 
I ditto born 163 1, from the farm of Bylcvelt 

30 heifers and calves 
also 10 yearling bulls and oxen, to wit, i yearling ox 

iKUight of Rcux, 4 which Ruti^er kendrixsen has 
had, 2 l)ouL(ht of minuijt and 3 of Bylcvelt 
also 6 heifer calves which will now go across with Rcux 
by this ship; cost £81:13 

The purchased hogs with the increase of young pigs, you will 
please also distribute over the five farms and, as I have now a 
fair quantity of animals, the farmers can give the hogs the surplus 
buttermilk to drink and have those that can not be sold in the 
country killed toward winter when they are fat, and salted and 
cured, and if due attention is given thereto I imagine that it can 
be made a source of great profit, as they can get most of their 
food from the woods. 
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List of the men on the farms^ 
July 20, J632 
The men on the farms 

On Kensclacrs burch 

CJffictT A'ii/i^tV i I oidrixscfi, lanncr 
Conic lis jacopscn van martens dyck 
Segcr janscii z'aii nicukcrck 
pietcr iiendrixscn van soest 

On Welys burch 

Brandt peelen van nieukerck, farmer 
Barent jansen van Dcscns** 
Marcus mense van cuyleborch 

the fourth reux will have to do without if your honor can 
not get another in his stead^ 

Uii de lactsburch 

Roclof jansen van mastcrlandt, farmer 
Clacs Clacscn van vlcckcr 
Jacob Goyversen van vlecker 

On Btommaert Burch 

Gerrit Teeusen den reux, farmer 
hendrick frericksen van Bunnick 
Comelis Thonissen van meerkerck 

Oil Oodyns /'»<ri^/i, to be creeled near tlic mill creek wliere there 
is much timber, or, in order to be nearer by, at the next 
creek toward Fort (->raiiL;e. ()|»i)(>site I'astle Island, or 
otlier\vi>e, if that can not eunveniently be done, on the 
east side of tlie river near Roclof jansens 

The foreman of Pieter Bylevelt to be made farmer, a farm 
laborer to be engaged there and also another laborer or a black 
in his stead. 

If there are suitable fann hands whose time is up and who want 
to come home, some more might be engaged with the advice of the 
farmers if the wages are reasonable. 

N. 1>. If the laborers of IJylcvclt should not be willing to serve 
me or not be satisfactory to me, you may engage thcunis unllcmscn, 

« V. R. B Mss, LetUr Book. { :6. 
**bterent lanstn van *seni«nf\, p. 308. 
*SCC Pb I9<k M4> 
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who was left over in Suaenendael,*^ to serve out the rest of his 
term as farmer up the river. 

I hear also that cornclis van voorst has lahurers whose time is 
up and thai he has engaged new men. It would not be bad either 
to use Laurens Laurcnsen or his mate as fanner. 

Inventory of goods and animals sold by Peter Minuit to Woutcr 
van Twiller and Kiliaen van Rensselaer*^ 

July 20, 1633 

Cerret Jansen van oldenborch, foreman on my farm, or some one 
else in his absence, shall let Wauter van twUler, director of New 
Netherlands have these following animals and tools, sold and ceded 
to him of the animals which I had in stock in January 1632 accord- 
ing to inventory of the council signed by basHaen Jansen Croll, 
with this understanding that if any one of them have died they 
shall be charged to the said van Twiller, in return for which he 
shall have the benefit of the colts and calves thrown since: 

four old mares, with colt at the time 

four old cows, also with calf 
two heifers, then one year old 

si.x sheep 
six hogs 

These slicep an<I hogs Minuit did not receive from the 
Company; van twiller must claim them therefore of 
the Company or deduct from the horses and cows 
which he must hereafter furnish to tlie same. 

a gooilly numher of chickens and pigeons 

a hall -worn wagon 

an old ditto 

two plows with their belongings 

about 15 morgens of winter seeding; also seed ordered 
and directed sown as follows: 

three morgens of oats 
one morgen of peas 
a well seeded and planted garden. 

^4i» in SwaeneHdatl overgeschottn is. This phrase may mean either that Theunis 
wiUemt was engaged in excess of the men required in SwanendacI or that be survived 
fhr tTin<««inrrt-, the news of the destruction of the colony bavins reached Holland May 24, 
1632. From the account of the destruction of Swancndacl in dc Vries, Korte Ilistoriaet, 
p. tot, it would seem diat all the colonists were kOled. 

*M'. R.B.Mu, Lttttr Bc^, f.ajbb Tbia documeot la fai tbe handwriting of Peter 
Miouit. 
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For which aforesaid items the said van twiller shall pay as fol* 
lows: to the West India Company for the rent remaining unpaid 
the sum of 500 guilders; to the aforesaid Peter Minuit the sum of 
one hundred and fifty guilders/*^ to the aforesaid Company two 
horses, two cows, three sheep, three hogs; in return for which 
aforesaid items he shall be credited with the first 100 guilders which 
Minuit has paid on the lease and shall have the footj supplies for 
men and animals till next harvest, left there by Minuit, who was 
not obliged to supply them longer than till the first of May 1632, 
the said minuit to pay the wages of the farm hands till tiie first 
of May 1632. He, tmller, shall also have the benefit of the in- 
crease before Ma} iG^2, that is to say, what it amounts to over 
and above the loss through death of the old animals ; also the im- 
provement of the garden and newly cultivated lands as well as the 
larger part of the winter seeding and all the supply of summer 
seed; also the improvement of the horses during the years as also 
that they are mares. 

The said gcrret Jansen van oldenborch shall deliver to the afore- 
named Wautcr van twiller for account of killiaen van Rensetaer 
these following animals sold to him, upon condition that the loss 
of those which shall have died after the 14th of January 1632 shall 
be borne by the said Rcnselaer, who in return shall enjoy the 
growth and increase since the aforesaid 14th of January 1632, pro- 
vided he supplies them with food till July 1632: 



two fillies born about May 1630, together f 80 

one young stallion, also born about May 1630 f 40 

two milch cows, three years old and with calf fi6o 

four heifers with calf, bom in 1630 fi6o 

two bull calves, one year old in January last f 20 

three hogs, all old sows. .' f 40 



Total f Soo 



for the colony of Rcnssclaerswyck 

In witness of the truth that this lias been tliu^ ai^rccd, I, the 
underwritten, have sii^ned this with my own hand. Done at Amb- 
sterdam, the 20tii ut July 1632. 

[signed] Peter Minuit 

« Underlined in eriginal. 
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BUI of sale of increase of animals on farm No. 3, on the Island of 
Iftanhattan, by Pieter Bijlvelt to Kiliaen van Rensselaer^** 

July 20, 16^2 

I, the underwritten, Ficter pictcrscn bijlevelt, hereby acknowledge 
that with the consent of the lords directors of the Chartered West 
India Company, Chamber of Amsterdam, I have sold to kiliaen van 
Rensselaer the follow ini;: animals, heinj^ the increase, over and 
above the animals and implements which belonj^ to the farm anfl 
which I leave there till further order, liaving sold only the surplus. 



to wit on farm No. 3 : 

one of the six milch cows left on said farm No. 3 the 

first of January 1632 with a calf f 80 

one of the two heifers — born in 1630, with the calf if 

there is one, at f 40 

three bull calves bom in 1631 f 30 

seven young pigs, then four months old 

four old hogs. Total for the 11 animals fioo 

In all f250 



It beiuL,'^ well understood that with the cow a heifer calf shall be 
delivered if there is a heifer calf from the six cows, otherwise in 
its stead a bull calf; also a heifer calf if there is one from the two 
heifers, otherwise also a bull calf; also the young pigs raised from 
the 11; provided that he must feed the said cattle and hogs till 
the new planting. 

I therefore order Tennis dirxsen van vcchten as farmer, or who- 
ever shall be on the said farm in his stead, to place the aforesaid 
cattle and hogs at the disposal of the said Rensselaer or his agent. 
Done at Amsterdam this 20th of July, sixteen hundred and thirty- 
two, [signed] Bijlveltt 

I, the underwritten, acknowledge that I have received from the 
hands of Kiliaen van Rensselaer the sum of 125 guilders, the re- 
maining 125 guilders to be paid as soon as I am advised that the 
above cattle and hogs have been delivered. Done as above this 
20th of July 1632. 

50 Rd at 50 st each fi25 [signed] P', Bijlveltt 

N. H. Fur the colony of Rensselaerswyck 

[Endorsed] 

1632 20 July 

P^; BijlcvcH fi25 

y. R. B. Mm s; ia the handwriting of Kiliaen Tan Rensselaer. Alio in JLgttir 
Book, 
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Pronussocy note of Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Pieter Bijlvelt for 
increase of animals on farm No. 3"^ 

July 20, i6s2 

Receipts for payment on same 

February 24, 1634 

I, the underwritten, promise hereby to pay to pictter BijlcvcJt 
the sum of 125 guilders, being the balance on account of the cattle 
sold to me, as soon as he shall receive tidings that the same have 
been delivered to me or my agent in New Netherland. 

one milch cow with a heifer calf 

one heifer with a heifer calf 

three bull calves bom in 163 1 

seven young pigs, four months old in January 1632 

four old hogs 

On which items I. have paid him 125 guilders; the remaining fi25 
I am to pay as stated above. Done at Amsterdam this 20th of 
July, sixteen hundred thirty-two. 

[signed] Kiiiaen van Rensselaer 

N. B. that Cornelius van Voorst has caused a cow to be taken 
from the farm of bijlci'dt, pretending to have btiught the same, 
though bylci'clt on tlie contrary declares that he has sold none to 
him or to Mr paatru'. 

1, the underwritten, acknowledge that I have received from the 
hands of kiliacn van Rensselaer in satisfaction 01 tiie above account 
the sum of 45 guilders, tlie sum of 80 guiitlers having been de- 
ducted for a cow wliich i onielis zuni I'oorst in the name of Mr 
Michiel paau\' lias taken. Thib cow i have sold to the said 
renselaer and promise to deliver according to the above contract 
of sale. In testimony of the truth 1 have signed tiiis in Amsterdam 
tliis 24th of 1^'cbruary 1634, 

[signed] P'^ Bijlvelt 

18 rix-dollars a 50 St — f45 — 
[Endorsed] 

1634 24 I'ebruary 

P^. Bijlevelt . . f45 

Received from the hands of Kiltacn van Renselaer the sum of 
80 guilders, to wit, 45 guilders on a promissory note for 125 guil- 

* K. It B. Mu ^ In ttie lumdwritiiig of Kiiiaen van Renndaer. 
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ders due for cattle sold tu the said RcnscUicr to be delivered in 
New Nelherland and also 35 guilders on a note for 1,25 guiliiers on 
account of my farm with the cattle and implements abo sold to 
him, everything accorfiing io the contract and the at\»resaid prom 
issory note. In totiniony uf the truth 1 have signed tliis our writ- 
ing oa the 24th ot February 1634 iu Amsterdam with my own hand. 

[signed] />^ Bijlveltt 

[Endorsed] 

i^>34 24 Feb. 

F\ Bylei'elt . . £8o 

Bill of sale of animals and implements on farm No. 3, on 
the island of Manhattan, by Pieter Bijlvelt to Kiliaea van 

July 20, 1632 

I, the underwritten, acknowledge lKrci)y that I have sold and 
transferred tu Kiliacn i\in Rensselaer, who ackno\vlc<lges that he 
has bought and taken them over, the following animals, implements 
and other articles belonging to me and at present in Xew Xrther- 
land, on farm No. 3 last occupied by me, and this after previous 
offer of sale as well to the directors of the Company as to the 
secretary Jchan van Remund ; iK itlu r the Conii)any n< >r remund 
being willing to accept the same, the said directors have granted 
me permission to sell the same and accordingly I have sold to the 
said rcnsselaer the following items according to the inventory of 
my possessions taken by the council on the first of January last, 
the decrease or increase, losses by death and increase of calves, 
colts, pigs and other animals to be to the profit or loss of the afore- 
said rensselaer: 

two old mares bearing colts 
one yoting ditto, two years old 

five milch cows of the original six, all believed to be with calf 
one of the two heifers bom 1630 
one heifer calf of 1631 
six sheep 
six hogs 

Of these hylevelt has received from the Company only four 
sheep and no hogs, which the G>mpany must make good 
a large ntmiber of chickens 

" y. R. B, MsM $. In the handwriting of Kiliacn van Rensselaer. 
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a new wagon, the wheels having iron tires 
three plows witli accessories 

the crop of seven morgens of winter seeding, as well as all 
provision of summer seed which he has left, namely oats, 
barley and gray peas with the crops thereof 

the well seeded and planted garden 

also cost and wages of his workmen till May 1632, which 
andries hudden has undertaken to furnish for the milk and 
butter which he is to have 

also forage for the stock till the next planting 

a barrack^' with seed estimated by the council at 90 schepels, 
both rye and wheat, which belong to him and on which he 
owes tlie Company 100 guilders due May 1652, which Rens- 
selaer agrees to pay 

also the oats, peas and barley which may be left shall belong 
to renseler, in return for which he agrees to pay 400 guilders 
to the Company for the remaining four terms 

also two horses and two cows to be delivered to the Company 
according to the contract 

In addition he is to pay to me, Picter bijlcvclt, for the fulfilment 
of all the foregoing the sum of 150 guilders, to wit, 50 guilders now 
and the remaining 100 guilders at the first notice that the goods 
have been delivered to him. 

Done at Amsterdam this 20tli of July 1632. 

[signed] Picter Bijlvcltt 

Promissory note of Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Pieter Bijlvelt for 
animals and implements on farm No. 3^*^ 

July oj, i6$2 

Receipts for pa3mient8 of same 

November 11, 1632 
February 24, 1634 

I, tile underwritten, hereby acknowledge that I owe Picter Bij- 
Icvclt the sum f.f 150 guilders, the b.dance on his cattle and im- 
plements (which he has in New Netiierland ) taken over finin liim 
according to the contract made with Woutcr van Ttviller, which 

•> y. R. S, Mm 6. In the handwritiiif of Kiltacn ran Renaelaer. 
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aforesaid sum. of fi5o I am to pay him on the first notice of the 
delivery of the said cattle and implements. In testimony of the 
truth, I have signed this in Amsterdam this 27th** of July sixteen 
hundred thirty-two. 

[signed] Kiliaen 7mn Rensselaer 

This nth of Xn\cnilKr 1632 received liereiipon from the haiuls 
of Kiliacii ran Rciissclacr the sum of 63 guilders, leaving there- 
fore a balance of 85 guilders. 

According to the di'ci^inn of the council of Xew Nitherland of 
the l8th of July 1633. Rensselaer nn\>i deduct from tlie acctnint of 
Bijlci'cldt the sum of 50 gnilflers, whereof the said bijlcvclt may 
demantl an explanation show tin- reason why this is done. 

Done at Amsterdam this J4th of February m»34. 

I, the underwritten, acknowledge having nctived from Kiliaen 
van Rensselaer in satisfaction of tlii^ acconnt the sum of 35 guil- 
ders witii the reservation that, if it should prove later that the 
action of the said conncil in regard to the 50 guilders, either en- 
tirclv or in i)art. had been taken unjustly, the sai 1 Rensselaer, 
according to hi> aL;reement in regard tli{'ret«». shall make goo;] and 
pay me the same. In ti^timony of the truth 1 have signed this in 
Amsterdam Uiis 2yth''^ of February 1634. 

[signed] />^ BijhcUt 

14 rix-dollars at 50 St £35 
[Endorsed] 

1632 II Xovcnibcr 

/^^■ Bijicz'elt £65 

24 Feb. to ditto £35 . . £35 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wouter van Twiller^ 

July 2y, 16^2 

W outter Van Tunllcr, iit tlie Texel 

In Amsterdam, this 27th of July 

Man Cousin: Yesterday, on account of the lack of time, I sent 
jan peelen with hendrick Schaef''^ to get a co[)y of your contract. 
They saw Lybcrgcn^ who told them tliat he would bring it today 

•♦Possibly an error for the 20th of July 1632. 
••Apparently a mistake for the a4th of February 1634. 

V, R. B. Mss, Letter Book, t.njb. 
•''A notary public at .Amstcrd.nm ; <!«*r Doc. rel. to Col. Hist. N. V.. 8:t8o. 
** Either Daniel or Arnoult van Licbcrgen, both directors of the West India Company. 
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before the meeting; as there was no opportunity yesterday. Secre- 
tary Remundt toUi nic that he would leave this afternoon; he is 
now summoned to leave here this morning as the wind is easterly ; 
you will therefore have to insist that those who arc at tlie Texel 
sign your honor's contract. At the same time I shall insist here, 
even after your honor s departure, unless the commissioners at 
the Texel shall have signed it, of which you must advise me. 
Herewith goes the Contract of sale of the animals, tools and other 
thmgs of farm No. i, entered into with the former director 
Minuit, attested by his signature, by which you can see what be- 
longs to the farm and what the surplus is which he has sold to 
me. The fi50 I shall pay him for your honor; place this to my 
credit and with it purchase for mc some more animals in New 
Netherland. I presume that wolphert and others will be quite 
willing to sell, as so many of the people leave. 

N. B. He has told me that he recommended to your honor for 
your own use the young stallion sold to me ; if your honor should 
like that horse or anything else that is included in my purchase, 
you are free to take it. If you keep the stallion, you may give me 
in return for it as well as for the f 150 as many of your young colts 
and calves as you think proper. 

N. B. Crtntrtct I send also the contract conccrnitic^ the surplus 
^adc^with animals bought of Pictcr Bylcvclt; and as to the 

bijieveit» animals and tools belonging to his farm, I have 

bought most of them from him also. But on account of the hasty 
departure of the secretary, I can tint send your honor the document 
inasmuch as he, bylcvclt, unll not be here till an hour from nozv to 
close the matter finally. In the meantime, consider them as sold, 
I send herewith the inventory of all his animals and implements; 
the terms are that he pay the Hrst fioo to the Company to -which he 
must sett; that for the second fioo he surrender [his claim to] po 
schepels of rye and wheat which arc due to himf^ the remaining 
f4oo the purchaser must pay to the Company, also deliver to the 
Company two horses and ttvo cotvs. He must supply them with 
fodder till the next harvest, also pay the zvagcs of the men till May 
1632, which he says andries hudde has agreed to do in return for 
the milk and butter of the cattle. He cedes further a wagon and 
plows as well as the winter grain and the supply left there for sum- 



** Marginal note in handwriting of Kiliacn van Rensselaer. 

^ttgtn de twecde fioo heeft hy te gocde 90 schrpet rogge als terrnve dot hy doer 
voor ovtrgttft. 
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mer grain, provided I pay him in hafid fiso, I have offered him 
fioo and a small diamond, so that it is pretty nearly settled. I 
shall still send you the deed if I have time.*^ Your honor must 
take out of his animals first those which he has sold to me; the other 
terms I am content to leave to nootelman, provided he gives me for 
the fi5o which I must give in addition young or other animals. 
There are six milch cows ; I have bought one, so that he can prob- 
ably spare two cows and some calves. The two old nures will 
also have colts of which he can probably spare one also. The hogs 
and sheep the Company has furnished." These animals nootelman 
can use on the farm of Gerrit de Reus, which he now occupies. 

N. B. If nootelman has driven my horses so hard that they have 
lost their colts» he must furnish me others in their stead there. 
He has 15 morgens of winter seed, so that he is already supplied 
and this he has cultivated with my horses. j4nd as to the right 
which the Company might claim to the seeding of the farm of 
Bylevddt, to that N. B. bylevelt says that the directors have ejected 
kim therefrom and that it is not his fault that the farm must lie 
idle, as he has not been able to leave it to anybody and as he offered 
it to Secretary Remundt who would not accept it, so that he has 
obtained permission to sell the cattle. There would also be little 
objection to paying the Company for its right as aside from the 
summer seed there are [but] seven morgens on the farm that have 
been seeded, of which the Company must have every sixth sheaf 
and counting this for the four years which his lease lasts, the Com- 
pony would in all have a right to 4/6^ [of the crop] so that there 
would remain still 2/6 over and above the right of the Company 
even if the land remained idle. Meanwhile the land will fallow and 
recover and before the four years are past the calves will be cows 
and the colts, horses. Other farms could be treated in the same 
way, and if the secretary were [not J provided with a farm, he must 
have the preference as I promised him, and you may undertake to 
deal with others in a similar manner and leave to nootelman the 
animals of bylri'elt as said above. Yon can sec by this what ad- 
vantag^c yon liave in taking over the farm and animals of Minuijt 
on which offhand over 100 pounds Flemish is made and in case 
nootchiian is snpi)li<-tl, as iculfcrt <^crritscn had ofFt-rcd to sell him 
four cows and two lior^cs, keep t!ie animals and farm of bylevelt 
for me and do with the grain as stated above, to wit, deliver to the 

« This italicized section undertincd in tilC LHUr Book, 

kteft 4t Comp. frestttrt. 
• IVb taUdtcd MGtioB underiincd in ^ L^itr Book, 
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Company the 4/6 for the remaining four years and take his men or 
other suitable people whose time is up and at the first opportunity 
during the winter cause a house to be erected in Rensselaerswyck, 
either near Roelof janscn or at the mill creek,*"* with a view to send- 
ing the people and animals and tools up the river as soon as the 
water is open. In the meantime they might stay the winter over on 
the farm oi bylcvclt which will already be sown with winter seed, 
which is well, and cost only the wages of the men, the animals being 
with young also. This would then be my fifth farm, which I com- 
mend to your utmost care as by so doing the number of my men will 
increase and gradually come to the 50 souls. 

The same scheme^ could be used with regard to the wheel- 
wright,**^ whom I hear the directors summon home and who has 
many animals. And even if the secretary should wish this farm, 
his profit shall' largely consist in that he leaves me the old Horses and 
cows, for which I would then have to pay him, and the young colts 
and calves he can easily have taken care of. They will be fit to use 
in two years and I would consent to have them brought to and 
taken care of at Rensselaersw3rck under contract; meanwhile the 
exhausted land will recover and thereafter with the same labor pro- 
duce the double crop. The right of the Company can be paid for 
the remaining years of the lease all at one time out of the seeded 
land, to wit, 3/6 [of the crop], leaving still 3/6 for his supply of 
seed, which he will cause to be sown in the fall either by the wheel- 
wright or by others of his condition. This is my proposition. 

N. B. Before this was finished, Rylvclt came, whose animals and 
tools and other f^i ifpcrty I have bought, ntery thing conformable to the 
contract made with him which I send enclosed herein, and after 
thinking it over properly. I think it advisable not to leave these to 
notelman but to keep them for myself and establish a fifth farm 
with them as stated above. Bylcvclt says that his foreman is ac- 
tive and intelligent and well suited for the management of a farm; 
you may therefore engage him or some one else with a laborer and 
a boy or, if need be, a black, and meanwhile cause a house to be 
erected at Rensselaerswyck to be occupied in the spring. You must 
notify the officer, Rutger hendrixsen, hereof so that he and my other 
men take this in hand. As to nootclman, let him deal with wolphcrt, 
who has offered him four cows and two horses, and to my mind hi.4 

•* mruti'ktl; tlio Normans Kill. 
•* sirceck; literally, trick. 
**Claet Corncltii, see p. 306. 
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office will give him cnou«j^h lu do. However, accoiiiniodatc liiin. as 
well as the secretary, as iiuich n> i)ossiblc. It were i)cttcr fur the C 0111- 
pany as well as for the fanners if they let the exhausted laiul lie 
fallow for a while and only seeded one half; they would get better 
crops than now and that with half the labor and half the number of 
animals. This by way of advice and all at your discretion and for 
my best interests, laying especial stress on tlie fact that if 1 can not 
get animals, 1 shall not be able to send over 50 persons and that 
then certain partial people would soon call for action. I have al- 
ways understood (rom Minuyt that in that country at the Manchates 
there is an English runaway boy named Rutger Moris, who is a 
drummer and understands tobacc(3 planting, and on the chance that 
Maryn can learn something from him, you might send the boy some . 
day to Fort Orange ; he has planted and cureti at least 80 lb for 
minuijt, which procectled from 300 plants, and as my eye is mainly 
fixed on tobacco planting by which I can support many people, and 
as cveiy morgen of land needs not less than five or six men to do 
well and will produce some 6000 lb, I would get the start of all 
the English in Virginia and the French on Crista ffcl,'''^ by reason of 
the extreme duties and returns to be paid to the king and the t)fticers. 
There are, according to what I hear, about 4000 people in Virginia 
who live mostly by tobacco. 

Minuijt has also told me that he has sown tobacco seed in the fall 
and covered the same during the winter with horse manure against 
the frost and snow and has kept the same over and transplanted it 
in the spring, of which excellent tobacco came, and as you well know 
N. B. Omit not to wiviM that all winter see<ls or crops are better than 
"S„"'u"';'„ 1>: b, the summer crops, this would be a new inven- 
word of mouth, as I have tioH which in my opiuiou would surpass all 
:„a t Z';:;';::,"/ the others. He found it out accidentaUy the first 
support htiiidredt of people; time and thereafter thought it a good plan. 

then the Uno^ would do ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^.^^ t^^^^yc 

witli his tobacco, do not neglect to send him the English boy to 
show him the way of prei^aring and curing it and tell him the ex- 
perience of Mhiuijt of sowing the tobacco in the fall toward winter 
so that it can come up and then covering it with some manure or 
other warm stuff, such as hay or straw, whereby it will be pro- 
tecte<l rm<l in the spring come up earlier and better than otherwise, 
which is a gooil scheme in cold countries. 

« St Chrbtepber. en island in the W«»t Indies. 
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The knife merchant was here today; he lias not j^iveii loui^ cre(ht. 
I shall pay him the £1630:19 which are due him according to your 
bill. 

And herewith ending, I commend you to tlie graci6us protection 
of Almighty God. who grant you a speedy voyage an 1 good success 
and proper respect in tlie execution of your office, lor which wc 
must constantly pray and invoke llini. I recommend to your honor 
above all things to keep the fear of the Lord before your eyes ; by 
performing the ser\'ice of your masters in accordance therewith, 
you will witliout doubt obtain His blessing. Please to accept our 
common greetings; our young Jeremias is in great peril of dying, 
having severe convulsions. Vale. 

Pietcr Bijlvelt to the copartners of Rcnsselacrswyck'* 

Gentlemen : I have no doubt but your honors still remember the 
request which I have made several times before to the honorable 
gentlemen individually and I hereby earnestly pray your honors to 
let me serve your honors properly and satisfactorily, as your sup- 
pliant for a considerahle number of years has filled the office of 
commis uf the honoralile dirccturs of the West luilia Company, liad 
the management oi the furs aiul merchandise, rendered proper ac- 
counts uf the same and alx) kej)! the account of the men, both the 
salaried empluyco and the free colonists, etc. 

Your sui)pliant ])rays therefore as above that the honorable pa- 
troons will be pleased to employ him as coauuis of the fur trade, of 
which your supjiliant by each ship that arrives will send to tlie 
aforesaid honoraljle gentlemen strict accounts together with 
the bartered skins; for such commission as the honorable pa- 
troon.s may be pleased to i^f^ive me on the skins so bartered; also of 
the trade in merchandise promising to render accounts and vouchers 
to the satisfaction of the aforesaid gentlemen, f<>r which the hon- 
orable gentlemen will please to grant the suj)pliant one stiver on 
every guilder as commission on the goo ds S(jld, the same as the com- 
missioners of New Netherland have i)aid their agents; also for the 
management of the sales of the provisinus with what belongs there- 
to, and for this also one stiver on every guilder as alx)ve ; also to 
keep the account of the men. both free colonists and salaried i)er- 
sons, for whatever the honorable gentlemen may please to allow the 
suppliant for that. Etc 

[signed] pieter BijlveUt 

^y. X, Mm 4. 
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Memorial presented by Kiliaen van Rensselaer to the Assembly 
of the Nineteen of the West India Company^ 

November 2$, i6$s 

TRANSLATED BV MRS ALAN II. STkONt; 

Presented to the Assembly of the XIX of the Chartered West India 
Company, the 25th of November 1633, Amsterdam 

Noble, Honorable, Wise, Prudent and Very Discreet Gentlemen : 

Kiliaen z-an Rcussi-liicr, m tlic capacity of patroun of his ropcctive 
colonies situated within tlie jurisdiction of New Nctlicriand, shows 
with all due reverence how he. the remonstrant, fc^rinerly di- 
rector of said Company and conmiissioner of the aforesaid regions, 
found the affairs of New Netherland in the bcginniiiL^ oi his ad- 
ministration, namely, that sundry culuni>ts, as early as i<)_'3. had 
been conveyed thither with instructions to dwell there as free per- 
sons and to carry on trade, principally in the furs ahoundiuL;- in that 
country. And considering that if this trade should be free to all 
without restriction, the fur-bearing animals would be too nuich 
hunted and the furs would be sold here below their value, to both 
the damage and the loss of the Company, which had as yet no f)ther 
source of income from tliosc regions to meet the expenses connected 
therewith, he therefore so influenced his fellow commissioners that 
they deemed it advisable to curtail this trade somewhat for a time; 
in the meanwhile planning how the Company, according to the char- 
ter, might settle the said regions at the least expense and with the 
greatest benefit to the country, considering that the same is a salu- 
brious and fertile land, situated from about 38" to 48° north lati- 
tude, being provided with an extraordinarily fine climate and many 
beautiful, deep rivers, embracing within its limits more land and 
coast, sea and river than all the seventeen provinces of the Nether- 
lands, from all of which, in time, much good may result to the CoTn- 
pany; being, moreover, an excellent ren<!e/,vnns for all ships, which 
can arrive there in 14 days from the West Indies, and being also 
well adapted for raising all kinds of grain and animals wdiich could 
thence be sent here or at least within other limits of the charter, as 
Cape Verde, Guinea and Brazil. Following this, it was foun<l good, 
witii the advice of the Assembly of the Nineteen, to send a large 
number of farmers, animals, horses, cows, sheep and other neces- 

• y. R, B. Mss, Lttttr Book, f.4i-5jb. Printed in Dutch in Oud Holland, 1890. 
t:5s-€9. ai Appendix A to Ur dc Roevcr** tfticlci on the colony of Ronatdoenwydc. 
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saries, in order thus tu relieve the Company of the heavy expense of 
transporting all sori> of provisions needed by tlic people in that 
land. This intention \v;ls diametrically opposed to the views of 
those who had lUj other aim than to send their ships from here to 
trade in the afuiebaid i)laces, nulwith>tandini; that it wa.> clearly 
pointed out to them that sueh tradini;' cuuld brini; no profit to the 
Company but rather decided damage and continual loss, since the 
amount of furs coming thence — seeing that the trading places are 
so distant from each other — could bear no heavy outlay; besides, 
that other nations of adjoining regions, when our ships should be 
away from there, would immediately seize and occupy these and 
keep us out, as they now do in Virginia, Canada, New England and 
elsewhere. 

Now when the aforesaid farmers and animals had been sent 
thither and when, a.s is generally the case with new undertakings, 
everything did not succeed at lir>t as might l)e w ished, certainly not 
nearly so well but that the CDiitrary minded could fni«l occasion for 
fault-hnding, the Comi)an\ precceded after this fashion: on the one 
hand, since there w ere now fai nu rs and animals, they decided that 
little or no provisions ought In be sent, not considering that it takes 
time to clear the land before it can be plowe*l or cultivateil and tiiat 
in the beginning several horses and cows perished wdiich they would 
not rei)lace, whereby the people were forced to take the merchandise 
anil trade it for provisions, thus damaging the Company to an in- 
credible number of tliousands ; on the other hand, instead of an or- 
dinary freighter'** uf large lioM which wnuM need to sail only once 
a year, they have sent usually two, three and more small vessels, so 
overloaded with skippers, C)fTiceis. provisions and ammunition that 
the tliree together coid I ivt take in half as much for t1ie country as 
the larger alone [while the latter would not have] cost [much more] 
than each of the small v( ^. K in view of the fact that usually many 
people sail back and forth w ho could man the large ship but would 
overload the small ones, which error has cost the Company no less 
than the other. 

By these means and many others, too long to be here related, the 
condition of New Nctherland continuously deteriorating, all the 
blame was laid mainly to the account of those who favored the colo- 
nization, and especially to the commissioners for that region, who to 
clear themselves asserted that they were willing to undertake the 
colonization at their own expense and without cost to the Company, 

. " etn ordinaris veerman. 

* 
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if the Company would only favor the matter a Httle and render 
some assistance, and that they would make no objection and would 
be satisfied if all participants should be thereunto invited and pub- 
lic freedoms and exemptions framed concerning it. This proposi- 
tion, though as just as anything in the world can be, nevertheless met 
with great difficulty before it could be brought about. The con- 
trary minded, seeing that they could no longer prevent it directly, be- 
gan indirectly under pretext of economy to curtail these freedoms, 
finding no other way than to exclude the fur trade, which had for- 
merly been granted to others who had been sent there and were 
supported by the Company, asserting that this colonization had no 
other intent than to lay the expenses to the Company's charge and to 
take the trade in furs away from it, which was pure calumny, as the 
following will clearly show, since several of the Colonies were regis- 
tered before the Freedoms were extended to include the fur trade. 
And now when the contrary minded could no louder prevent action, 
some of the Freedoms and l''xemptions were finally passed by the 
Assembly of the Nineteen. March 10. 1628, with the exclusion of the 
fur trade iiowever, wliicli was the only objection of the (opponents 
and amounts to little, as will later appear. That the I'reedoms 
were too nuich liiniud and the ])atroon> too much restricted caused 
great discontent anionic the chief participants, and f>n h\'bruary i, 
l62<j, tliis grievance was publicly slated (not by him, the remon- 
strant, who was director elected by the chief participants, but by Mr 
Charles Looten and others), and reqne^-t made that a committee be 
aj^pointed to amend the Freedoni> which had been cjranted. who, 
bein^ nominated the third of the same month, took the matter up 
and drafted several articles, which, h«)\vever, thromj^h his refusal [to 
serve on the committee] because he was himself in favor of the colo- 
nization, were never communicated to hiiu. the renu uistrant ; and in 
order to L,Mve no one any cause for rei)roach, althMU-h at liberty to 
do so, he would accept n<> ap])ointment. either Irmn the directni s or 
from the chief participants, to investiijate this matter and also re- 
fused to be present at such invcsti.L^ations even when the A'^^cinbly 
of the Nineteen by resolution of October 25, ir)2S. thereto invited 
him and opened the door, but charj^ed his a>s.iciate'' with the direc- 
ticMi thereof without communicating^ with him, which he is obliged to 
add here, since the chief participants have l>een made to believe, in 
order to vilify him, that he. the remonstrant, is the greatest cause 
tliereof (altiiough the very opjjositc is manifest and, even jf it were 

" Au**sou 
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true, it would be no disgrace to him but praiseworthy). Hereupon 
it liappened tliat the delegates of the chief participants setting out 
the 21 St of I'\'bruary following and presenting themselves in person 
incompetent niiinbers Ix'forc the Assembly of the Nineteen, requestcf I 
that the Assembly would make an agreement with them, since they 
intended to organize colonies and were not satisfied with the former 
Freedoms. ( Alas, how have these men now changed !) And doing 
all they could, they were unable to bring the matter to a conclusion 
in the Assembly, since the contrary minded (with whom they are 
now on such good terms as the following will prove) opposed them, 
yet they accomplished this much that the Assembly of the Nineteen 
saw fit on the 26th of the same month to pass a resolution making 
the propositions of the cliief participants a subject for discussion at 
the next meeting and to this end ordering the points of difference 
to be set forth and sent to the Chambers; whereupon it followed 
that the leading Chamber of Amsterdam issued a call for a meeting 
on April 18, 1629, article 2 of which reads as follows: "To recon- 
sider all the former articles, freedoms and exemptions granted the 
respective colonies in several former meetings and the matters con- 
nected therewith, and to deliberate whether the same might be am- 
plified by the accompanying articles requested by several influential 
participants and amended as the occasion requires." To consider 
which articles, a committee was appointed the 29th of May follow- 
ing, who after many long debates finally decided the matter and pre- 
sented the amendments to the Assembly, who read them several 
times, voted upon them and finally approved them in full, June 7, 
1629, as they stand recorded in the Resolution Book and were after- 
wards issued in public print ; and these have never been revoked or 
retracted. 

Hereupon several registrations were immediately made, and the 
work was undertaken with great courage by many. However, it 
<lid not last long for the opponents rested not but watched all trans- 
actions sharply, finding a pretext in that the late Mr Samuel Godijn, 
some time before, viz in December 1628, sent two persons thither 
with the consent of the Chamber of Amsterdam and knowledge of 
the chief participants, according to the report of February i, 1629, 
])n>vi:led with merchandise, to buy and pay for the places indicated 
to thorn, with further consent tliat lie iniLrht exchange his remaining 
UK-rcliandis;,- for furs, but must consult with the Company in regard 
to this matter, since at the time of sending his people the Freedouis 
h»d not been extended to the fur trade, all dpnc in conformity 
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with tlic letter of December i62SJ'* addressed to the director 
of Xew Nctlierhmd. These persons un roturiiin;,^ liomc re- 
ported with joy that, to tlie great satisfaction of the inhabitants, 
thou/^di in spite of the opponents, they had purcliased, paid for and 
obtained title to the land ; that, fnrtherniore. they had exchang^ed 
the remaining; nurcliandise for furs and sent these with hill of lading 
and with knowkdi^c of the director to their patroon. The returns 
of the sale of these furs, amounting to alxmt f5/3ou (from which 
must be deducted the merchandise [xivcn in exchange, the interest, 
the insurance, the exi)enscs, the freight and the duty to the Com- 
pany), were so magnitied l)y the contrary minded, who had their 
supporters as well among the directors as among the chief partici- 
pants, that [it seemed that] two individuals with but a small quan- 
tity of merchandise had purchased a large quantity of land and had 
besides obtained immense returns, from which these opponents took 
occasion to proclaim that the patroons were not contemplating colo- 
nization at all, but only the securing to themselves of the fur trade 
and depriving the Company of the same, whicli would be total ruin 
to the Company as regards [profit from] these regions, not knowing 
or else intentionally ignoring tliat the expenses of the late Mr Godijn 
would first come in when he should be obliged to send with his own 
ships at his own expense so many people, animals, provisions and 
other necessaries, that these f5,6oo would not even enter into con- 
sideration; yet by their calumnies they brought it about that they 
found many s\anpathizers who gave credence to the same. Thus 
tiiey injured Mr Godijn exceedingly, withholding from him to this 
day the aforesaid £5,600 (which he must yet seek to obtain by suit), 
furthermore constraining him to dismiss the people whom he had 
undertaken to convey thither and surrender them to tht Company, 
also to part with his merchandise and provisions which he had 
brought together with difficulty and put the same in the hands of the 
Company. They did not stop even here but sought to make the re- 
monstrant also odious (although he, as above stated, had acted so 
impartially in the matter) , asserting that he and the other patroom 
had taken possession of the best places and that those who followed 
would come too late, though the contrary is true since not a hun- 
dredth part of the land has as,yet been trodden by Christian foot, and 
daily and even by the latest letters new places, far excelling the first, 
are revealed, where there is room enough for directors, chief and 
lesser participants and all the inhabitants of these lan4s« these 



uiyiiizcd by Google 



240 



NEW YORK STATE LIliKARY 



means, however, in addition to the fonncr slanders of. the late 
Godijn, they brought it about that several chief participants, yes. 
even some of those who had so fervently sui)p(»rtcd the affair, now 
became i)rejudiced and opposed to it. siilijij; witli the contrary 
minded, who, being now strenj^^tlicnc;!. suuj^ht means to iiiMilt the re- 
monstrant publicly at the meeting of the chief participants, inso- 
much that five or six of thcin came toL^ctluT two honrs before the 
meeting^ in order to devise some way <»f accomplishintj their ends in 
the meeting, whicli lliey would also have carried through had not 
the remonstrant been warned of it and been on his i^-uard, refuting 
with sound arguments their slanders which, with your permission, 
they spit out (<»f which they may well l)c ashamed), charging that 
he and the other commissioners of New Xetherland, who were pa- 
troons, had damaged the land by some hundred thousands for the 
sake of their own designs (of which damage not they, but the con- 
trary minded are the cause, as has already been mentioned). They 
proceeded with such bitter injuries against others who had also 
registered colonies, that they thereby intimidated several, who were 
obliged to abandon the work already begun because others wdio 
shared therein declined to go on. And thu'; was nndertnincd the 
necessary, laudable and good work which had been undertaken with 
such exertion and had taken so many years and had been di'^cussed 
at so many meetings of the Nineteen and examined by all the Cham- 
bers, in and before its begitming. by so little an occa'^ion as the re- 
turn of the f5,6oo, concerning which of a truth it may be said, that 
instead of shearing the sheep when they had wool, they were skinned 
at birth when they had no wool, and all this under the pretext that 
the patroons had no other design than to deprive the Company of the 
fur trade and cliarge the expenses to thcni, as has been heretofore 
mentioned. 

In order tiow to prove what a shameful slan<ler this is, and on the 
contrary to show the diligence in the matter of colonizing the afore- 
said region of the late Godijn aforesaid in hi^ ow!i colony, in which 
the remonstrant shared and was included, and also what the re- 
monstrant himself has accomplislu d in his colony and what ex- 
penditures they together have made in face of the opposition they 
received, the following brief statement is given. In December 1630 
they equipped a ship of about 150 lasts, name<1 de Walvis, ballasting 
it with all kinds of material, such as lime, brick and tiles, also put- 
ting on board four large horses, twelve cows with calf, also several 
boats for whaling, all kinds of ammtmition, provisions and merchan- 
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dise, and over 80 persons, costing all together, including the yacht 
de Salm, of which mention will hereafter be made, over 50,000 guil- 
ders, which indeed, is ten times more than the f 5,600 which in the be- 
ginning they received for their returns, upon which all their calum- 
nies were founded. With this ship and people, they, the remon- 
strants, took possession oi, settled and peopled the fertile and well 
wooded island of Tortuga, located on the northwestern side of His- 
panoh, placing thereon over 25 able-bodied men, well fitted out, 
besides the innple'* of the Frenchman Francoys Roulant, and sev- 
eral negroes, supplied with provisions, arms, ammunition and other 
necessaries, besides ])rui)cr instructions, all in accordance with the 
consent of the Chamber of Amsterdam, of date August 28, 1630, 
which was given for one ^'oyagc only. And although the remon- 
strants would afterwards in accordance with their request of March 
15, 1632, very gladly have assisted and continued the work or con- 
sented that the Company should dosoitsclf, they could by resolution 
of the 25th of the same month obtain no other action than that the 
said [second] voyage was refused them notwithstanding the Com- 
pany did not undertake it, and so this beautiful island fell into the 
hands of the English losing all that had been expended on it, scat- 
tering half the people and causin*^ the rest to perish, for which dam- 
age they will seek redress at the proper time. 

With this aforcsaiil siiip dc ll'tihis, tlicy also in iC^t^i took pos- 
session- f)f the bay of the Sontli River in Xcu W'tlKrland, occupy- 
ing the place of their colony with 28 persons ciij^a^vd in whalitii;' ni l 
farming, and made suilabic fortifications, so that in Jnly of the san-.c 
year their cows calved an<l their lands were seeded and covered with 
a fine crop, until finally by the error of their conmiis all the people 
and the animals were lanieiital)ly killed, whereby they snfTered ineal- 
culahle dama.s^e, which dania,c:e the remonstrants attenif)ted to rejKiir 
in the year 1632 with the fornu/ ship dcti ITiih-is an«l besought the 
Company to lend a helping hand, who neither by word nor deed 
wonld render any assistancv. but forbade them by resolution of 
Ajiril 26. 1632. to take with them more than 300 guilders worth of 
merchandise. l<ir which they obtaine<l al)<»ut 200 beaver and otter 
skins, while they would liave obtained much more from nations who 

^Had4e ooek mede eenigh VoUk »m te uHtn aen 't Eylandt van Toriu^os in West' 
Indicnfdacr wy met scsti^h Frnfirrn ghccontrarkterri had'len/het scire Kylandt voor 
OHS te houden als ecn Colonic ondcr dc II. M. H. Stolen cndc l^est [ndisehe Com- 
fagnie. We also had on board aome people to land at the island of TnrtuKa in the 
West Indies, havinK contrrJCtc<l with sixty rrrnclnnen to hold tbc said island for ns 
as a colony ondcr the High and Mighty Lords th^ Sutps Gcncrai and the West India 
Qomfny. Dc Vfift Korte Hiftorfaet, p. 95. 
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had never traded with the Company if they liad had more merchan- 
dise, from which the Com[)any would have rcaHzed tlic duty of one 
guilder per skin, whicli [profits] bnih now lose. And the most in- 
tolerable of all is. that after the remonstrants had i;ivcn these 205 
skins upon tiieir arrival into the hands of the Ciiamber of Amster- 
dam that it might levy its duty on the same, this Chamber threw 
them amon£r and mingled them with its own skins and also sold 
them with its own goods, contrary to the will of the remonstrants, 
just as if all the goo^ls of the i)atroons were free booty or confiscated 
(who is so i)erfeet. that he can l>car all this wrong!), and still they 
must hear that the) intend nothing else than at small expense to de- 
prive the Company of the furs. 

I'urtliermore, he, the remonstrant, in December 1630 [sent] the 
yacht de Salm, accompanied by the aforesaid ship den IValvis, to his 
granted colony, the island du Sable, in order that this yacht, being 
sujiplied with people, provisions and all necessaries, might take pos- 
session of sairl i>land and settle it, since it was uninhabited and 
abandoned by the French, which yacht, to his misfortune, was cap- 
tured and brought into Dunkirk. 

Wliat the remonstrant has further done towards the promotion 
of the population of his colony called Rensselaerswyck, on the North 
River of New Ncthcrland, mav be seen from his declaration of De- 
ceniber 2, 1630, submitted to the Chamber of Amsterdam, and so 
continuing from year to year, until in July 1632 he was pro- 
vided with people and animals enough to start five farms, 
which would have been done had not the Company by resolution of 
July 20, 1632, refused him carpenters, smiths and other mechanics, 
when these were not working for the Company, although he was 
willing to pay their expenses to the Company ; this is quite too par- 
tial a policy, not only hindering him in his good undertaking, but 
doing so to the damage of the Company which would otherwise have 
had the benefit of the wages, while they on the contrary, according 
to the last letter written him from there, do employ his carpenters 
and others of his people in their service. 

The Company has never attempted to make room in then* ships, 
according to the tenth article of the Freedoms, for the transporta- 
tion of animals and such like, only allowing him to place a few 
calves on the upper deck, and they were all thrown overboard in the 
encounter with the Turks. The Cotnpany also prevented him from 
conveying his animals from the Manhattans to his colony, and most 

of them died from rough treatment and the like, which lass he ftlso 
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means to recover from ihe Company. Ft lias likewise happened 
lately that the director of Xew Netherland lias held his people idle 
for a long time at the Manhattans and would not let them travel 
• farther up the river unless they t(X)k an unlawful oath, crivcn him by 
the Qiamber of Amsterdam, although these persons had already 
here taken the usual oath and had besides g^ven bond and security 
to the satisfaction of the Assembly. 

The Company by the above resolution of July 20, 1632, also re- 
fused to give him any merchandise in that country to purchase the 
rest of his territorv*, not%vithstanding his reason.ilile rcrjuest, and by 
the same resolution declined to furnish his people with any provi- 
sions or victuals in exchange for grain, butter, cheese and the like 
with which they would pay, although their people would have suf- 
fered from hunger if his farmers had not supplied them with wheat 
and rye, ground in 1iis mill (as the Company has none at that 
place) ; and what is worst of all and most to be regretted, instead of 
the servants of the Company being on good terms with the patroons 
and their servants, they on the contrary have appointed as commis 
at Fort Orange, situated in his colony, against the wishes of the 
remonstrant, a person who has publicly slandered the Company, has 
helped those sailing into that region from other kingdoms to buy 
the smuggled furs and is disliked by the savages, who complain that 
years ago he treated them cruelly, so that they will not deal with 
him but on the contrary try to affront him, to the Company's in- 
jury, as by way of revenge they have aln^ady burned the yacht de 
Bci'cr which was anchored there, and according to rumor (as the 
remonstrant is informed by letter) they seem to have killed all the 
remonstrant's animals, horses, cows, sheep and hogs, apparently 
also on account of the hatred they bear towards him [the commis]. 
This person is also highly antagonistic to the remonstrant, since he 
has hecn told what reports of him the remonstrant made during 
his administration, although he and others to whom the administra- 
tion was committed reported nothing hut the truth. W hat trouhlc 
the remonstrant has to expect from this can he easily understood, 
for either his colonv will he ruinccl ])y the savages in order to af- 
front the comnns at Fort Orange or. if this does not happen through 
the savages, then the commis liim-rlf will do his hest towards it. 
So the case stands thus, tliat i)n»hal)ly the wliole trade of Fort 
Orange will he lost to the T. .tni)aiiy and the rem< »n^lrant's colony 
will be destroyed without hoj^e of redr§s§, against whkh the neccS' 

precautions should be taken, 
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All this Strife is caused solely by the opponents of the coloniza- 
tion and of the patroons who, when the latter as a result of the 
change had retired from the administration, obtained full power to 
carry out all their plans (upsetting the existing order of things and 
calling home all the officials, who having no other occupation will 
spy out the land, this one on behalf of France and that one on behalf 
of England, as has already happened and as will happen again) ; 
it was even decided by resolution of March 25, 1632, with the advice 
of lawyers and counselors, despite the c)i)position of the patroons, 
to deprive them of the Freedoms and Exemptions which had been 
granted and given to them with so much difficulty by the Assembly 
of the Nineteei^ 

Now the main cause of all these differences is nothing but the 
trade in furs. or peltries found in that country and the question by 
whom it shall be conducted. The contrary minded maintain that 
it will be most pmlitahlc f(»r tlic Coiiipaiiy to have only tlic directors 
of the Company trade in furs, cxchidiii- all i)atrn(»iis, colonists an<l 
otluTS. 'JI1C patroons. en the ether hand, maintain tliat this trade 
ean he carried on. nnt [only ] without loss to the Company, [hnt] in 
all ca>es, \vi(h Ie>-s ex])ense an l more jMolit to the ( "omj»any. liy their 
servants than hy those of the Company, and that they can make a 
jirolit and pay duty to the Comj)aiiy where the ( i»m|>any must suffer 
loss. As to the first alternative, i!>stea<l of this coiu-se heinijf the 
mo^t |)rt.fitahlc for the ("omi)any. it i-^ really true that it will hrini^- 
n(f( profit hut 1"--. coii'^i leriiicj thai out of all New \ethcrland only 
^);<,<KK) or 7n.(XK) ;^uil lers .-it the mo-t can he (thtained in returns, 
which hy tluir method^ will not he increased 1»ut diminishei]. as will 
he further sl-owu. lu oriler to ^et thc<v Tk^oo > or 70.000 LTuiMcrs. 
it is neces'.ary that at least ouce a year a well e(|ui])ped ve^!iel he 
sent thither. suii]>lied with merchandise for tra<li!ig. especially if the 
colonies were i^onc, since then the |)rovisioii< fnr the employees in 
that country mu-t he smt al«»ng from here. Hereto must he added 
that in case the vessel should perish, not only would all the trade for 
that year he lost but their penpK- \u that country would be in ^reat 
danger of fatnine. and bcsi les. that to sn<pend business even for one 
year would diminish the fur trade and jtcrhaps divert it entirely. 
Moreover the fur trade in New Nclherland is carried on, not in one 
place (as on the river of Canada), but what is mtich more costly, in 
many places, and tlu -e not only many convenient but also many in- 
convenient places far distant from each other, as the bay of the 
South River, 30 leagues from the AfanhatoHs, not up the river, but 
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from bay to bay over the open sea. Tlic Sankckans, a trading post 
on the Soutli River, is in adihtion to the aforesaid 30 leagues, 35 
leagues farther up the river, making 65 leagues from the aforesaid 
Manhatans. Up the North River to Fort Orange is quite 40 leagues. 
To the north, up to the Slocps-bayc''^ is also fully 40 leagues, 
so that the <Ii>tance for a sjuLile trip would be alnnit 175 leagues 
going and as nuich returning, making 350 leagues for an entire jour- 
ney. Besides this, the furs are not all to be found at these places 
but are scattered about among many rivers and brooks, which must 
be sailed up and down, sometimes 10 or 20 leagues, and the savages 
arc at enmity with each otlur almost everywhere and do not allow 
each other to pass to and fro. Moreover, since it sometimes freezes 
three or four months continuously in that country, the rivers arc 
closed, not only by storm and wind but also by ice. and all the trad- 
ing posts are cut off from the Manhattans, the place of rendezvous. 
All this being true and perhaps unknown to many, it follows of ne- 
cessity that these places must be provided with forts, and also with 
sloops to fetch and carry goods to and fro from the places of ren- 
dezvous, or else that yachts or sloo[)s touch at these places and do 
the trading. It must also be taken mto consideration that, the best 
season of the year being the winter time when most fur-bearing ani- 
mals are caught, these yachts and sloops would have to leave their 
trading posts and go to the place of rendezvous, so that instead of 
the aforesaid distance of 350 leagues, going and coming, at least 
700 leagues would have to be covered in two journeys. Ami then 
there is the sailing back and forth to furnish each other with sup- 
plies and information of everything, in a<ldition to the risk of pcrish- 
it^ by water and, if they be not strongly enough manned, of being 
attacked on land by the savages (as they have attempted more than 
once). All this being ivell considered, it will be found, no matter 
how economically it may be managed, that the ship which must go 
with merchandise from the fatherland and return — not counting 
the interest, risk and ill usage — the garrison and fort at the Man- 
hatans, the garrison and fort at Fort Orange, the yachts and sloops 
for the trade on the South River and the northern regions, besides 
the sloops plying between, counting all the expenses of building, 
mounting, equipping, keeping up, manning and victualing, will cost 
so much that tlie aforesaid 6o,ck) ) or 70,0a) guilders, which are the 
utmost to be expected thence, will come far short by many thousands; 

n« Om d* noi^rt tot acn dc Sheps-baye, Sloeps-baye was the Dutch name for Narra* 
fanaett Bay, in Rhode Island. 
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besides they must also expect and withstand general uprisings of 
the savages ; all of which the remonstrant offers to prove and es- 
tablish and has often maintained for many years. But they would 
grant him no hearing and even accused him of doing it all for his 
own benefit in order to take away the trade from the Company, al- 
though he, as stated in the beginning, was the sole cause of this 
trade being restricted which formerly stood free and open. He 
argues that the nature of those regions being well examined, the 
case stands thus, that nothing can be accomplished there by poor 
people, who are like a dying plant or leaking roof, also that the rich 
and well-to-do will not go there themselves, but that a good work 
can be accomplished by the two, just as the blind can carry the crip- 
pled and the crippled can show the way to the blind, so the rich may 
stay at home and send their money thither and the poor may go and 
perform their work with the money of the rich. To this end free- 
doms and exemptions were needed in order to raise up patroons who 
should send out many laborers, as it appeared that the remonstrant 
and his associates iiave done, and many others would have followed 
their example had they not been treated so indiscreetly and been 
forced to suffer loss, witli loss also to the Company. 

But to return to the subject, in order to dispose of the objections 
of the contrary minded who may say that luuch more than 60,000 or 
70,000 guilders could be gotten there annually, especially if the 
colonists who so defraud ihcm were gnne and if attention were 
devoted entirely to the benefit of the trade, it should be state<l that 
the remonstrant gives much the highest figure, and that during the 
ten years that the Company has traded there, taking one year with 
another, there ha< never been nearly so much a-^ this received, but 
ordinarily only 5o.(kx) or (h^jkxi guilders, lUit instead of this bcmg 
the fault of the colonists, the contrar}- appears; for instance durmg 
the two years when the late Mr (',o<iijn an 1 hi^ pcoj)le were trading 
in Szi'ancmiacljihQ Company receive ! from the South River through 
tlieir servants a no less quantity (»i ^kins than in former or later 
years, but he obtained his furs in addition to these l)y bartering with 
other tribes. This caused so much jealousy that the Company or- 
dered their director to send a commis there, which was done [with 
the result that the Company's servants], trading close by the people 
of Godijn, deprived him in one year of over 500 skins in Swanendael 
alone, for which the Company is justly bound to pay, since they had 
never obtained more than 20 to 30 skins a year in that region before 
this colony was started. It is maintained with insufferable imperti- 
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nencc thai the l oiiipaiiy ha> excluded all but themselves, not only 
from the fur trade, but even fruni the whale fishery, etc., just as if 
their llii;h Mi^ihtinesses. havini; grauted the Company the Guinra 
trade to the exclusion of all others, had not shut out themselves, 
but were alone alli<ued to seuil merchan lise an 1 to trade for gold 
through c»ue or two commisin , whiU- ilie l ompauv- was obliged to 
pay for all the other exi)eiises of f«»tt^ and fitting out of ships. It 
is evident that many wish the patroons to found colonies to their 
own I^'ss.and then t«> have [the Company] send a fo;;n/;M- or " assist- 
ant." who under their sheltering wings and protect ioti may buy in 
tlie furs at small cost and deprive the patroons of them, notwith- 
standing the fact that all the game and the free right of hunting 
within their territory has been granted to the patroons by the 23d^* 
article of the Freedoms. 

It is further to be considered that the Company, to protect them 
against attacks of the savages, must keep their fort'^. yachts, and 
sloops manned by many idle people, who must cost much more than 
the people of the patroons. since they send not idlers but laborers 
who in some degree must cam their bread and need but one coniinis' 
and " assistant to do all the business for which the Company needs 
at least 25 persons ; besides, the servants of the Company, serving 
for hire, are only seeking to make a good deal of money and then 
get away; they will not trouble themselves to make perilous jour- 
neys inland, because their pay goes on just the same. The patroons' 
people, on the contrary, having families of women and children, 
who after some time w ill become established there, try to make terms 
with the savages and, pushing far inland for their own profit, dis- 
cover much more than do those who only lie in garrison. So that 
it is far more profitable for the Company to have no expenses, turn 
over the trade to the patroons and draw a clear profit than to deprive 
the patroons of their privileges and on the other hand encumber 
themselves with the maintenance of forts, sloops, yachts and people, 
the which expenses, as before stated, amount to so much that they 
suffer loss where tiiey otherwise might draw a clear profit. Besides 
this loss, which must be borne, the colonies also will be ruined if 
they are shut off from the fur trade. The farms which now af- 
ford them sustenance will at the same time fail and all provisions 
must then be sent over from here as before at ten times the expense. 
To go on doing this, added to the loss, would be double folly, while 
on the other hand [everything would go well] if the trade were 

» Should be aad. 
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granted to the patroons, who have money and means to send every- 
thing at their own expense, which right of trade, as stated above, 
was formerly with good intentions (though too soon for the time) 
fully granted to the poor people, who having no means had to be 
supplied by the Company with ever>thing. Is it not better that the 
Company should draw a clear profit than make themselves trouble 
and loss? 

Are not the contrary minded well aware that their course will 
never increase the trade because the savages, who are now stronger 
than ourselves, will not.allow others who are hostile and live farther 
away and have many furs to pass through their territory, and that 
this would be quite different if we had stronger colonies? Yes, 
that the Miujiidiis, who will not allow the French savages who now 
trade on the river of Canada and who live nearer to us than to them 
[the French] to |)ass thrtnii^li to come to us, mlLjlit tlirou<;li ixTsua- 
sion or fi-ar mioiui Ik- moved to do so and that from tliese savas^^es 
more furs e(»uld be obtained than are l)aitcrc<l now in all \'c\v 
.\ rtlu rland ? 1 his i> onlv one itf many thini,''s. hut should he well 
eon^idcu d a> it can ix' aee< tmplished in no other way than hy estah- 
h>liini; eoj. lilies. Do not the eoiitrarv minded eom])reliend that if 
lluy had not so un])iaral)l v treated the first jxitrooiis hut had given 
tlu-m a lielpitii^^ liand. so that in i)lace of >ueh L;reat lo>s they miyht 
have made a little jn'olU. i;rrat numl)ers would have f<»llowed them? 
Do not these people ktiow that they alone are the cause of the loss 
of the islantl Tortiiiiii and other places, and aNo that various islands 
in tlu- W est Indies, the east side of the South River, the l-Vrsh River, 
the Sankthiins on the South Rivci^, and also thr SdcL t-iuiincs, for all 
of which colonies were reL;istered, were not svitlcd because the 
founders, on account of these harsh proci'e lini^s, j^ave up an«l let 
the work !j:o which would otherwise have had such i^rcat results? 
And is it not alst) certain that they alone are the cause tliat from the 
beginning the Company has lost so much in those r^ions and is 
still daily losing and causing others t«> lost, where on both sides 
they might have made large gains and have fare<l well, because they 
continually go against the stream, doing what they should leave un- 
done, fearing what they should wish for, blaming whom they 
should praise, envying whom they should pity, hindering whom they 
should help, and who by these proceedings have nothing else to 
expect, than to lt>sc what they still have? 

All of this the remonstrant has kept secret until now, but having 
been solicited by resolution of the 19th inst. to make a statement 
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of these grievances, he could not in good faith neglect to put the 
same in writing, in the shape of a complaint. Addressing himself 
first to the deputies from their High Mightinesses, he prays them 
in all submission so to arrange this matter that the govern- 
ment of this country be not deprived of such a spacious, beau- 
tiful and well situated territory for which other nations are so 
earnestly longing, having already settled near its boundaries on the 
east and west as well as on the north, which surely will happen if 
the course which has been taken for some years back be persisted 
in, but that, on the contrary, it may flourish under the authority of 
their High Miglitinesses and the direction of the Company and that 
to this end the populating for which their High Mightinesses made 
such special provisions by the 2d article of the charter of the West 
India Company may be duly promoted, those who labor zealously 
therein supported and continued, the conceded Freedoms and Ex- 
emptions with amplification of the same not only maintained but 
even in spite of all passion and chicanery enlarged and extended in 
so far as it can be done without loss to the Company in order that 
persons who have been disheartened may be again inspired to re- 
sume the work with courage, the patroons receive indemnification 
for all losses which they have suffered, what they have obtained by 
right enjoyed by them in rest and peace and, above all things, the 
spread of the Christian reformed religion promoted in those re- 
gions. 

Addressing himself then to the directors of the respective Cham- 
bers, the remonstrant urges them to so manage the affairs of New 
Netherland that the Company, instead of continual loss, may re- 
ceive a vast annual income ; to examine the course pursued for some 
years and to charge the instigators of the same to draw up a com- 
plete statement showing in wliat way the Company can make a 
profit instead of pr^KTccding l)liiully and passionately as heretofore. 

Furtlier he prays the dcpiitio of the Chamber of Amsterdam that 
they will be pleased to use their influence in their Chamber that no 
passionate persons be appoiiit'^d as coiiTiiis'^ioners for that wnrk, 
l)ut only reasonable men who are in sytnpathy with the work and un- 
derstand their business, an<l to recall the coinmis of Fort Orange, 
who is not only antagonistic to the remonstrant but of no service to 
the Conij>any. 

And finally he prays the lords directors and representatives"^ of 
the chief participants, in particular those of the Chamber of Am- 

^ AftetMftM; i. e. aaiocbrte dsrcctori reprocDting fhe chief participftRtt. 



Digitized by Google 



250 



NEW YORK STATE UBRARY 



sterdani, to be pleased to defend him in the assembly of the cln'ef 
participants ai^ainst all calumnies and injuries which have been or 
may be spread at^ainst the remonstrant and his associates, notwitli- 
standing their innocence. 

To all of which the reninnstrant awaits tlie favorable resolution 
of the very honorable assembly. 

Contract between Kiliaen van Rensselaer and Jacob Albertsz 

Planck^ 

March 4, 1634 

Copy 

This (la\ , the fourth day of the month of March in the year 
sixteen hundred and thirty-four, before mc, Simcn Ruttens, notary 
public admitted by the Court of Holland, residing in Amsterdam, 
and before the hereafter named witnesses, appeared and presented 
themselves Mr KHiacn Van Refissclaer, as patroon of his colony 
situated on the North River of New Netherland called Rensselaers- 
wyck, of the one part, and Jacob AUersss Plavrk of this afore* 
said city, of the other part, both of which parties, known to me, 
the notary, declared that they had contracted and entirely agreed 
about the following things and conditions. First, tne aforesaid 
Jacob Planck acknowledges that he has bound and hereby does 
bind himself to the aforesaid Mr Rensselaer, to go and sail at the 
first opportunity to his aforesaid colony in New Ketherland and 
to remain there for the period of three consecutive years, 
which shall begin and commence on the date of his arrival 
in that country; the aforesaid three years to be a fixed term and 
the said Jacob Planck not to have the right to quit or leave except 
with the express will and consent of his aforesaid lord and patroon. 
And in case he should act contrary thereto, he shall compensate 
and pay his aforesaid patroon for all hindrance and damage which 
he may suffer thereby, pledging and mortgaging therefor all the 
goods, wares and effects which he shall have acquired in that 
country or brought with him, none excepted, submitting the same 
as well as his person to the constraint and real and immediate 
execution of all judges and courts. 

Secondly, that the aforesaid Jacob Planck shall hold in the afore- 
said colony the position of officer''^ and schout, as his aforesaid 

» V. R. B. Mss, Letter P '^l-, f.^-. Fxtmct in V. /?. P. iS. 

** Side heads in this document arc in Uie handwriting of Kiliacn van Rensselaer. 

"Underlined in ori^aL 
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lord and patroon has already given and granted him the said 
office, according to the instructions heretofore made or still to be 
made by the aforesaid patroon, to which reference shall alwa3rs be 
had. The aforesaid Jacob Planck has thereupon accepted and 
promised, as he hereby docs accept and promise, to conduct and 
exert himself well and faithfully in the said office (which he grate- 
fully accepted) as becomes an upright and faithful officer and 
2^ Mrf schouf*^ and as he ought to do, and moreover, as soon as 
he arrives in that country, he must present himself to the 
director general of New Netherland, in order to take before hixn, 
for the behoof of his aforesaid lord and patroon, the proper oath"* 
The qI fidelity conformable to the instructions and authorization 

given by the said patroon to the said director general, for 
which three years of service he, Planck, shall be. entitled to the 
third part of the Hne^^ received by the officer and which from 

time to time may be levied, and in addition shall receive 
from the hands of the aforesaid director general a present of the 
^Jj^p*** sUver-plated"* rapier with baldric and the hat with plume, 
uidrie which are in the latter's custody for the aforesaid patroon.™ 
Thirdly, the aforesaid Planck has agreed, as it shall also 
be his duty, to exercise proper supervision over all"* the men, farms, 
?M[^ rvisi >n over auimals and everything else that may have to be 

the farms, men, * a » 

and everytbins die done in that colony or at the Manhaies in the 

ihe'jifliilai-^"'* ** """^ ®' ^® aforesaid patroon; also to keep an 
Keep record exact recofd and account"* of everything and 

JjJ^^JI^'^* to make report thereof by every opportunity, 

S««k in everything mul in cvcrytliiiig to scck thc bcst advantage''^* 

best advaalage r , / r • i i -i 

of patroon o' thc patrooii as far as it is [)nssil)lc and 

feasible. Also on Sundays and other suital)lc days to perform 
•^"'^ thc duty of rca<lcr and to offer up the public prayers, for 
which he shall receive the twentieth p<.'nny, or one stiver out of 
evcTv j,niilder, of thc net proceeds or profit which thc patroon 
I St out of every y/,^// rcccivc yciirly of all and ci'crythiug, 
of'tbe' colony nothing excepted, of which he shall send me 

**■ Underlined in ori|^aL 

" ende dacrenbovtn tot em t erccrittglte uift hanJen randen voorsM Direcleur Gtntrael 
OHifangen den vertilverden Degcn metten draeghbandt. hoet ende piuymogic, die den 
vocrxM Hr Patroon onder hem heeft berustende. Ibis rcferi to the ellvcr plated 
ripicr and plumed hat sent July 20. 1^32. for Riitcr IIcn<iritksz van Soest. which are 
mentioned in thc memorandum to Director van Twillcr, p. ^04- The statement is not 
eleer as to wbetber the objects were left in van Twiller'a charge by Rutgcr Hen* 
drirksT: on his return to Holland OT bad remained in van Twiner's custody from the 
time they were sent. 
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proper account ''^^^^ it Ixitig iiinlerstood that this includes the 
sale or furnishing of tlie clothes and other necessaries which may 
be soUl for the patroon to the farmers, also the increase of the 
animals, provided that ttie old number must be maintained ; there- 
fore, as soon as he, Planck, gets there, he shall take proper ac- 
count of everything and specify the same by inventory. Ex- 
cluded from this, however, shall be the profit which the patroon as 
well as he shall derive from the following conditions. 

Fourthly, the aforesaid Jacob Planck has consented to transport 
Ind'r himself with his son and one servmf^ thither 

and return and live 

in that country with by the first ship that goes to New Netherland 

J^hsTo""** expense which he is able to secure passacfe, aud 

this at liis own expense and charge of .^oini; and eoniini; ; al>o, to 

supi)(>rt liiniMlf there and ])rMvide liiniself with everything, nothing 

excepted, Imt the ])alroon shall do his hest to ohtain sonic work 

for him on the ship so that he niav ero^s over f(»r his l)oard. and 

if lie docs not succeed therein, the patroon shall give him for the 

f36 to Piandc three of them the snm of 'milders. Having with 
toward hit ex- . . .i t. 

prnses ( iod's lu'lj) arrived in thai country, said Planck shall 

exert himself as much as pos^ihle an<l at the first opportunity 

move In the afure^aid colony and in the niiddle of the cast side 

of Castle now West Island, on the river side, cause a suitable dwell- 

i)wdiing to he yc-ctci • ^ erected at his own expense, hut the 

at the expense of ** ... 

pianck wiio will receive pfttroou sUall con t r I hn t c'^'^ lOO guildcrs to it 

L' woith fL^ upon contlition that the building shall be 

valued at 200 guilders at least. 

The aforesaid patroon or his farmers must pay proper wages 
Farmers or patroon to the Servant of tlie aforesaid Planck when he 
rScrcmpioy"* s^aW ^ employed in their service. Also to pro- 
Mm vide the grain, meal, bread, butter, milk or cheese 

which he and his men may need for their proper support (if they 
arc supplied themselves), paying for the same as follows: for the 
wi cat a l l rye at f . a whcat aud thc rye an average of two guilders 

schcpcl; butter at 6 st t ^ r am • j 

a lb 2 St a scheiiei for » schcpcl, for the buttcr SIX stivers a pound, 

for the buttermilk one half stiver a mengd 
and for the cheese accordingly and for the grinding of meal two 
stivers a schepel. 

Further, of all kinds of grain, wheat, rye, barley, oats and others, 
which arc grown in thc aforesaid colony, after the men and animals 
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have been provided for, the farmers, without any fixed remunera- 
tion by the patroon, must turn over and deliver to Jacob Planfc, 
on proper receipt, the share which the patroon has in the said 
grain, of which grain he, Planck, at his own expense and risk and 
full charge, may distill brandy, anisette or other spirits, or brew 

^*d'***Ue*"*»nd ^ ^ ^ Company or to 

tu brew beer at the savagcs, or do otherwise therewith as he shall 
his expeme jjjink fit. Said Planck ought not to pay anything 

for the said grain, nor shall he have the right to charge the pa- 
troon anything for the purchase, or for charges of himself or his 
men, or for any expenses incurred in connection with the same; 
and of the entire proceeds, without any deduction from the afore- 
said grain, or from the amount realized or received for the same 
in the end, whether in money, merchandise or other returns (but 
i rciKht charges and freight charges, insurance and duties to the 
duties to be deducted Company to be deducted therefrom) one half 
shall go to the patroon and the other half to him; and if he has 
I/* to go to the patroon bread baked thereof, two thirds bhall -o to 
and bu men. ^^^^ palruoii and oue tliird to him on the 

Bread, a/3 to the p*- above conditions, 

troon and 1/3 to plunck 

Jiut he, Jacob Planck, shall not have the right to engage in any 
private business for himself, on forfeiture as above. As to the 
share of the grain to whicii the farmers are entitled or which he 
shall buy at the Manhatens or elsewhere from the savages, the 
patroon shall pay four -nil !ers a mudde for rye, wheat or com, 
and shall also pay one half of w hat it costs above that amount, pro- 
vided that the proceeds shall be divided as above, one half to the 
patroon and one half to him, Planck. 

Other expenses to be incurred in connection with the grain or 
otherwise and which are not spcciBcd here, siiall be borne half and 
half, except so far as the grain shall be baked into bread, which 
expense Planck shall bear entirely; on the contrary the draff and 
all other by-products and profits derived from the manure of cattle 
or hogs, shall be shared half and half. 

All that Planck himself, or for his men, shall consume in the 
way of the aforesaid brandy, spirits, beer, bread or other things, 
he shall pay for; the brandy at 20 stivers the Amsterdam kan and 
other goods accordingly. 

Further, the aforesaid Jacob Planck has promised as he does 
N. B. Not to hereby, not to trade in furs either for himself or 
*" for others, directly or indirectly, contrary to the 

granted Freedoms on pain of the punishment and correction pro- 
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vided therefor by the West India Company, but to r^^late him- 
self in all matters according to the aforesaid Freedoms. 

The patroon shall buy two good muskets, one of which shall 
be paid for by him and* the other by the said Planck and the owner- 
ship shall be half and half. 

And on these conditions and in this manner, the aforesaid Jacob 
Planck has bound himself to the aforesaid patroon Rensselaer, 
promising to observe and fulfil faithfully all that is stated above 
with its implications and consequences, without anything contrary 
thereto being done either by himself or any one else, directly or 
indirectly, within or without the law, in any manner, under bond 
and submbsion of his person and goods, present and future, in 
that country, as is stated above. In good faith, with the consent 
of me, the aforesaid notaiy, this has been duly authenticated, one 
or more copies in debiia forma to be delivered to each of the 
parties. Thus done in the aforesaid city of Amsterdam, at my, 
the notary^ house and office, in the presence of Anthony Mariensss 
and Jan Stoifelsss as witnesses hereunto invited, who t(^;ether 
with the aforesaid contracting parties have signed the original. 

Underneath was written: Jn Mem et testimonium, rogatus et 
requisitus, and was signed, S': Ruttens nots pub s^* 

Cuticordat hacc Copia cum Originali 
Quod attestor infrascriptiis publicus 
S: Impcriali: Curiucqz UoUandiac 
authoritatibns Notarius Anistciodami residens, 
hoc die 21 Aprilis A": 16J4. 
[signed] /; vande Ven 

Nots Pub^ ss" 

21 

A*: 16^4. 



Contract between Kiliaen van Rensselaer and Michiel Pauw^ 

March 10, 1634 

Copy 

VVlicrcas Cortielis : an vorst, in the year iC"*^},. hy contract turned 
over tlirce cows (two of which had been deHvercd to him by 
Bastiaen lanssz Crol by order of Director Pictcr minuict and the 

^V,R.B, U$$, LHttr Book, f .sjli. 
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third by Andrics Hudden from the farm of P'' Bijlevelt) to the 
new director, Woutcr van Tunllcr, for the behoof of the colony of 
Mr Kiliaen van Rensselaer, the said Mr Rensselaer and M. Paauw, 
as palroon of Pavonia and for his director*^ Cornells van Vorst, 
for reasons them licrcunto moving, have contracted and agreed as 
follows: that the contract between Director van Twiller and Cor- 
ficlis van Vorst shall botli, qualilate qua, be executed and held firm 
and the exchange be accepted; but tliat an estimate shall be made 
of how much the less the three cows wliich Cornells van I'orst 
received in return were worth at the time of tlie last delivery than 
the three cows which Director ^an Tzuillcr received, without any 
furtlier claim on either side being made regarding the past trans- 
action, which dilTerence in value shall be charged to Mr Rens- 
seUitr on condition that the money for the tliree cows purchased 
by z-a)i I'orst shall be turned over to Mr Rensselaer ; and, in case 
Cornells van I 'orst has not [made] the payment tliere, that Director 
van Tiviller as well as ihdi Vorst be requested to make a statement 
thereof, signed by both of them, and send this to the respective 
patroons by tile next ship. Done at Amsteriiam, lo March 1634. 
Was signed in the several hands well known to me, the notary; 
M Foamv, K V Rensselaer. 

Concordat liaee Copia cum originalj. Quod attest'', infra- 
script us Puhiicus S. hup*. Curieque Uollandie autlioritatibus No- 
tarius Atnstel'"*. residens, hoc die 1$ A prills A°. 1634. 

[signed] /; vande Ven 
Nots Fub. 

^3 

1634 

Contract between Kiliaen van Rensselaer and Cornelia Teunisa 

van Breuckelen^^ 

April 3, 1634 

I, the underwritten, Cornells Theunissen van Breuckelen^ about 
•30 years old, acknowledge by this my signature, that I have entered 
the service of Kiliaen van Rensselaer, patroon of the colony called 

^M. Patmw als patroon van Patonia voar syn Dirteieur Cornells van Vorst. la 
RenaaeUerswjrck, the title of director for the cliief afcnt of the colony wu not vied 
till the arrival of Brant van Slictitcnhorst, in 1648. 

" V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, L27. 

■■His fttU name wm CcmtltM Anthoniss v«n SeUiek, or n it wm Uter apdled, «m 
Sfyck; in tiie prctent woilt n wdl at in the aecowit books aaong tbn Rtutithtrmyck 
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Reniiselaerswyck lying on the North River of New Netberland, 
and this for the period of three years commencing with my arrival 
there in the aforesaid colony, to help my aforesaid patroon or him 
who in his stead shall have the direction or administration there, 
during the aforesaid period in all diligence and faithfulness in 
carpentering, bricklaying, farming or such other work as I shall 
be ordered to do or be capable of doing, without distmction of 
work, and that I will not engage, without the consent of my afore- 
said patroon according to the Freedoms granted him by the 
Chartered West India Company, in any fur trade or obtain furs by 
gift or barter, upon forfeiture of all my goods and even on pain 
of peremptory correction touching my person or goods, and this 
for the sum of i8o guilders a year, to be paid to me or my order 
there or here on proper settlement of my account, provided that 
if possible the aforesaid patroon shall procure passage for me in 
the ship which is being fitted out and pay my board at six stivers 
a day and besides making me a present of 25 guilders for my passage 
going and coming, which I acknowledge that I liave received, with- 
out deduction from my wages, and if within the aforesaid period 
of tlirce years I quit his service without his express consent, he 
shall not be bound to pay me a single penny of all that I have 
earned and I nevertheless be held to satisfy him for the remaining 
time. I also bind myself under all such regulations and instruc- 
tions as my aforesaid patroon has already made or shall cause to 
be made hereafter or which shall be made in his name, to regulate 
myself accordingly, under penalties and punishment thereto at- 
tached, it being understood that over and above the 180 guilders, 
I shall have also free board, and in case the patroon or his agents 
should not be satisfied with my service, they shall be free to dis- 

Jlf5T. lie is frcqurritly referred to as Procr CornrHx. O'Callaijhnn. History of New 
Netherliind, 1:434. erroneously includes CornelU Teunissen lan lireuckcUn among the 
settlers who sailed In 1631. and on p. 439 gfives Comelis Authomissen tvn Slyck, aliai 
Hrocr Ci'nu-lis. tlir first patentee of Katskill, iCjG. among the settlers of 1641. The 
identity of the two men is clearly established by the fact that in the account books 
appears but one Cornelia Teunlsx van Breuekelen and that tbb man's account, runntng 
tlir.iiiKh ilifTiiint Icd^'crs from Aur. t^, i('"t. to May i, ififu, loiitains aniotiK othtT 
items charges fur rent at 500 guilders a year from Aug. 28, 165J, to Aug. 28, 
1658, which are Mlpulated by the lease printed on p. 75«-S3. which is signed ComuKs 

AiUhiniisrn t iin Schli^ l:. On May i, 1661, CornoHs Tfiniisz van I'.reuckclcn wa* irnU-htr*! 
to the colony to the amount of 4337 guilders, 10 stivers, and the same sum is charged 
against him in a list of debtors of 1674. The name van Slyek appears in tiie account 

liof'ks hui \\\'ivc, in i66\ ainl i('>(i6. in c<>mic-rtii)n with an accnim! f-T h.cr. An entry 
in Proceedings of the Commissioners or Magistrates, 1676-80, in the Albany County 
cleric's office, under date of Jan. 2, 1677. ordering the constables of Albany to take 
(iiarKt' of the estate of i'.r»cr Cornells, shows that Cornelis Anthonisc van SchUck, fraoi 
Brcuckclen, died in 1676. 
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charge me before the expiration of ttie aforesaid three years at 
any time they please. All this in good faith and in witness of the 
truth I have signed this together with jacob Dircxsss vogel, 
formerly baker, who offers himself as surety for the aforesaid 
Cornelis Theunisss, in Amsterdam, this fifth of April sixteen hun- 
dred and thirty-four. Was signed: Jacob Dircxssen vogell, Cor- 
nelis thonissen. Endorsed: Received from the hands of KUiaen 
van Rensselaer according to the contents of the instrument written 
on the other side of this sheet, as a present for the passage going 
and coming, the sum of 25 guilders, this 5th of April 1634, in Am- 
sterdam. 10 RD at 50 stivers £25 — and was signed: Cornelis 
Thonissen. 

Underneath was written: Also received from the hands aforesaid 
the sum of five guilders in order that I may equip myself the better 
with axes, adzes, trowels and other tools which will not be deducted 
from my wages. Done as above. 2 RD at 50 stivers £5 — and 
was signed: Cornelis Thonissen. [signed] /. v.^ 

Further contract between Kiliaen van Rensselaer and Michiel 

Pauw** 

AprU 13, 1634 

This day, date underwritten, the undersigned have entered into 
further agreement, to wit: that all the animals, whether horses or 
cows, old or young, which from now on and for six consecutive 
years shall be offered for sale in New Netherland, shall be bought 
of the Company as well as of private individuals, whether residents 
or strangers, according to this instruction and commission, which 
must be exhibited therefore wherever it is necessary, and this to be 
done for the profit and service of each of the contracting parties, 
half and half; each promising in good faith not to deceive or take 
advantage of the other but sincerely and in q^ood faith, whenever 
any animals shall be bought, to give tlie otlier a half share and let 
the same be divided by lot, with the understanding that herein are 
not included such animals as before the delivery of this instrument 
may have been lx:)ngiit of the director general for one or the other, 
or those concerning which the aforesaid Re>issv!acr is negotiating 
with WoWert Gerritsss, In testimony of good faith, both parties 

** Joost van (lc Vrn, notary public at AmtlCrdaai. 
■« y, R. B. A/m. LttUr Book, f.s4- 
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have signed this also (the original of which remains in the custody 
of me, the notary) the 13th of April 1634 in Amsterdam. 

Jta attestor qui retro 

[signed] /: vande Ven 

Nots Pub. 

^3 
4 

Contract between KUIaen van Rensselaer and Lubbert Gijsbettaa 

van Blaricum^ 

April JS, j6s4 

On the terms hereafter specified, Lubbert Ghijsbertss, 33 years old, 
from Blaricum in the Coeylant/^ has freely and advisedly entered the 
service of KUiaen van Rensselaer, patroon of Rcnsselaerswyck, 
to betake himself with his wife and three children at his own ex- 
pense to the aforesaid colony by the ship that is how being made 
ready by the West India Company (to sail to New Netherland with 
God's help), provided that his aforesaid patroon shall pay and sat- 
isfy the Company and be reimbursed as hereafter described, which 
said service shall last the period of three consecutive years from the 
time of his arrival in the aforesaid colony, without right on his part 
to quit the said service before tlie expiration of the said period on 
forfeiture of all his estate and property and under bond of his 
person and what is further required by law, during which time he 
shall make his residence in the aforesaid colony as a free man, 
unless the patroon decide with his advice and consent to transfer 
him to the Manhatas or elsewhere, and shall have liberty to choose 
his place of residence with the advice and consent of the aforesaid 
patroon or his ajrents where he can most conveniently perform his 
work, namely his trade as a wagun maker or whcelwrii^lit, for which 
he shall take all the necessary tools witli him from lierc at his own 
expense. He sliall not he allowed to work for any one else so long 
as the patroon or his agents have work to give him. cither for him- 
self or for others, cverythini,'^ at the prices for whicli the former and 
present wheelwrights have niaile and fnrnisheil the same, hnt it it 
happen that they have no work to give him, either wagon making 

or farming, he shall be allowed to work for other people. The 

• F. J?. B. Af JJ, Lcttrr 7? f.:8. 

M $aaie u GooUand, « district in the southeast part of the province of North UoUand. 
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aforesaid patroon guarantees that within the period of three years 
aforesaid he will order him to make or buy from him at least 12 
wagons, good and substantial for tlicir money, for the sum of 30 
guilders apiece; the aforesaid patroon shall further cause to be fur- 
nished to him out of his earnings and at proper prices grain, butter 
or cheese produced in his colony, if there is a sufficient supply, pro- 
vided that proper proportion be kept with respect to the work for 
which tile patroon shall wish to employ him aside from wagon mak- 
ing, wdiethcr carpentering, farming or anything else. 

The aforesaid patroon gives him permission to live with one of 
his farmers, but at his own expense as to board, as before stated, 
and on condition that he prepare and put in order his shop and 
sleeping rooms in or next to the said dwelling in such a way that the 
fanner shall not be inconvenienced by them ; or otherwise, he shall 
be allowed to sow two or three morgens with hemp, linseed, colza 
or other seed, also at his own expense and profit, and not pay the 
patroon more thereof than the just tenth of the full crop and this 
as long as he serves as wheelwright and no longer. The aforesaid 
patroon shall also pay him in advance the sum of 50 guilders for his 
equipment and in order to provide himself with the proper tools, be- 
sides a large firelock of which the patroon will bear the expense 
and which he, Lubbert, will be allowed to use and at the end of his 
service return to the patroon, in the same way as he shall be obliged 
to make good in money or labor all that the patroon shall advance to 
him before, in or during the voyage, as well as in that country, or 
shall pay in his stead to the West India Company or others, in sudi 
a way however that the patroon shall not be liable otherwise than as 
before stated. The aforesaid Lubbert shall have no right to trade 
in any otter, beaver or other skins, on pain of forfeiture and punish- 
ment therefor provided by the West India Company. The afore- 
named patroon promises, however, that as soon as he shall erect the 
fourth farm in the aforesaid colony, he will make him, the said Lub- 
bert Gysbertssz, farmer thereon on the same terms as the other 
farmers, more especially the terms of the contract made with Gerrit 
de Reux, But [in counting] the farms [those] about which the pa- 
troon is negotiating with Wulffert Gcrritsen with a view to [his] 
moving from the Manhatans up the river shall not be included. The 
aforesaid Lubbert Gysbertsss shall, however, at the same time exer- 
cise his trade as wheelwright for the accommodation of himself 
and others, and as to what he shall earn thereby, like the grain, one 
half shall go to the patroon and the other to himself. 
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The aforesaid Lubber t Ghijsbertssz shall be obliged to respect and 
obey the said patroon or those whom he may appoint, as faithful 
subjects are bound to obey their lords and magistrates, with regard 
to the instructions and regulations already made in tlie said colony 
of Rensselaerswyclc or to be made hereafter. 

Ml this in good faith; for greater security tliis has been signed by 
the aforenamed [>atroon and Lubbvrt Ghijsbertsss on the fifteenth 
of April in the year sixteen huudretl and thirty-four. Was signed 
in tlie several hands, KUiaen van Rensselaer, Lubber i Ghysbcrtssz. 
Lower was written: in my presence as witness, and was signed, J : 
vande Ven, notary public. 

Contract between KUiaen van Renasdaer and Hendrick Conduit 

van Coninghsbergen^ 

April 15, 1634 

C"(jntract made and entered into by Kiliacn z'un Rcnssi lucr as pa- 
truon of ills colony called Rensselaerswyck, with Ilrmirick Con- 
duit ran t onini^^hs-bcrgcn, 32 years old, as fanner on a farm to he 
established on tlie west side oi a river to the north of the mill creclc*® 
on the slope of the clay hill,'^' Ix-ing alxjut the middle of Castle, now 
called W est Island, which farm shall be called Godytis-Burgh, this 
15th ot A[)ril i'>34. in .\ni>ti.r<lam. 

hirst, the aforenamed hendrick Conduit shall promise under oath 
and on forfcuure of his stipulaletl wages and his property there, not 
to trade in furs, siKcially otter and beaver skins, nor to acquire the 
same by way of present or in any other way, without tlie express 
consent of bis aloresaiil patroon. 

Tile aforenamed patroon >liali i)rovide liim, Hendrick Conduit, 
with the following animals, it he can j)rocnre them, as soon as he 
shall take the third farm in \vdud, contuing that of Kut^crt Ucn- 
dricksscn called Kcnssclacrs-burgh, as the first, that of Gcrrit dc 
Kcux, who is now on dc lacts-burgh, as the second and that of Hen- 
drick Conduit, called Godyns burgh, as said above, as the third, it 
being understood that the farms about which the patroon is negoti- 
ating with W 'oltl'ert Gerritssenv>i\i\\ a view to [his] moving up above 
from the Manhatas, are not included [in this number]. 

And from the time of his arrival in the said colony till his, the 

» r. R. B. Mss, UUer Book, f.«9b. 
^Meulen kit; the Normna Kill. 
^Uoybergk, 
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third, farm shall be erected, he must help other farmers or do such 
other work as tlie patroon or his agent shall direct, on condition that 
he shall receive 150 guilders a year in addition to his b(jard, hut as 
s«>c>n as the building> are under cover and the farm is ready to 
commence work, he shall receive i8(j guilders a year till the shares 
begin, and a-> a start be furnished with three or four horses, a^ 
many cows and in addition sheej) and hogs according to circimi- 
stances. lie shall further have for his assistance, if they can be 
obtained, two men and a boy, for whom are proposed ConicHs tlicutt- 
issa 2'an Brcuchclcn, carpenter and mason, who must do farm work 
when he is not otherwise employed, also one of the men whom Gcr- 
rit dc Reus has brought into the country, or one of the men of Roc- 
loff jansscn, if the same will stay, or otherwise a negro, or the serv- 
ant of Officer lacob Albcrlssz Planck, anrl this at the expense of 
the patro(jn for the j)eriod of one year from the time that he shall 
l>egin to draw the 180 guil Icrs, which payment of 180 guilders shall 
not continue for longer than one year; from which time on and for 
the perio I of four consecutive years, not leaving on pain of for- 
feiture and under bonds as above, the aforesaid Hcndrkk Conduit 
shall receive no wages, but the wages and board of the men and the 
boy and the house servants, as well as all other ex[)enses of whatever 
nature, the damage and lo^s of animals, wear and tear of wagons, 
plows, in fine, all and everything, shall l>e ]>aid during the aforesai<l 
four years, half and halt', and be deducted from the common fruit, 
crops, milk, butter, cheese and increase of stock, and the balance an»l 
gain shall be evenly divided between the patroon and Hcnrick Con- 
duit. With this understanding, that the patroon may take at his 
option the animals apiK)rtioned to hcnrick Conduit at the rates here- 
tofore fixed by the West India Company, and the grain at such 
prices as those of the Manahatas are obliged to furnish grain to the 
Company for. And every two years, an inventory shall be takc i 
of the stock and what shall be found in addition to the number de- 
livered to him, is included in the aforesaid condition. Hut, if the 
number shall have decreased, the said hcnrick Conduit must try to 
raise again so much stock that he attain the former number and 
shall not be allowed to derive any profit till the orig^inal number is 
restored. The said Hendrick Conduit shall raise as many sheep 
and hogs as possible, and those which he sells or the amount which 
be receives for them, shall in the same way be divided half and 
half. 

At the time that the aforesaid partnership begins, an exact list 
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and inventory shall be made of the grain in the field, or in the 
houses or barracks, also of the live stock, furniture and household 

goods, butter and cheese, grain, meat, bacon, wagon and plow, 
and further of everything else that shall be on hand and belong to 
the patroon in particular, which shall aj^^ain be done at the end of 
four years, when the patroon must get back as much as he has 
supplied, or the value thereof acconling to the valuation placed upon 
them as above. 

As to the passage across, the patroon shall if possible seek to ob- 
tain permission for the said flrudriclc Conduit l<> earn boatswain's 
wages, but if this can not he done, the patroon must pay for lK)ard 
and hcnrick Conduit shall receive no monthly wages. But the 
Iratisportation of the servants, the i)atroon charges himself with, 
while Jlcnrick Conduit must lake care of the calves which he may 
send and the farm implements whicli he will send owx by this ship. 

IJenrick Conduit shall distribute the manure of the animals over 
till land to the best a<lvantage and if necessary mix it with sods'** 
and so increase the heap. 

The patroon shall provide Ilcnrick Conduit with a gooil lirelock. 
costing fii :io, which sum Hvnrick Conduit shall pay the patroon 
at the end of bis term and keep the firelock. 

If (contrary to dur hope) there be n<t prospect of olitaining ani- 
mals to establish the aforementioned farms, hcndrick Conduit shall 
jiot be obliged to serve Kinger than one year for the aforesaid 150 
guilders a year, but the jialroon shall try to L;et him employed on 
fair terms on the farm of Bijlcvdt at the Manaliatas, provided he 
advise the patroon in time. 

All that is stated above, the aforesaid Hcndrick Conduit by true 
and manly wor<!s ])r<»niises faithfully to fulfil and accomj)lish, 
thereto binding his jxTson and goods, movable an<l imnn>vable, pres- 
ent and future, submitting all of them and the choice of them tr» 
the contrril of all laws, courts and justices, in qnod faith, without 
guile or deceit, in witness whereof the contractini; parties have 
signed this w itli their own hands, (bis 15th of April of the year i^»54. 
in .Vmsterdam, and was signed in the several hands. Kiliacti J 'an 
Rensselaer, Hcndrick Conduit. Lower was written: In my pres- 
ence as witness, and was signed, J: vande Ven, notary public. 

"phgg^i bcatbcr or peat sods, sometimes used in the Netherlands for compost heapa. 
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Names of colonists ready to sail in de Eendracht^ 

April 20, i6s4 

Names of persons whom the underwritten has ready to sail for 
New Netherlands to his colony, in the ship ^EendracfU, this 20th of 
April 1634. 

Jacob Planck van Edam, to eat in the cabtn 

Abraham lacobssen, also from Edam 

Lubbert GysberUss van BUmcum, with his wife and 

three children of 10, 6 and iV^ years, all sons 
Cornells Tkeunisss van Breuckel 
absent Hendrick Conduit van Coninxbergen 
Hendrkk carstenssB van Nardeu 



Invoice of the following: ^jfoods which tlie aforesaid Rensselaer 
lias sent open and loose to the warehouse of the Company and in 
the presence of its officers has caused to be packed in the following 
casks and boxes in order that they need not again be unpacked and 
inspected. Marked as in the margin. 



Underneath was written 

KUiaen van Rensselaer 



Invoice of goods sent to the colony"* 

[April 20, 16s \?\ 




" one brandy still, weighing 
115 lb, costs with condens- 

incif coil 



^94 17 



C 



three trrecii and three white 

blankets, cost 



f23 2 



three bolts of coarse cloth 
and one of somewhat 
finer, cost 



fS2 10 



packed in a 
dry cask 

N^ A 



one small bag of ^ 

hemp seed, con- 
taininj^ one scliepel \. 



one ditto with lin- 
seed, contains two 
fourths of a barrel ^ 



f 4 10 



100 lb of pig lead 

3 small tin pots 



f8 5 

f 2 



12 bags of Oriental malt, 
costs 85 gold guilders a 

last 



f53 



f238 4 



« V. R. 0. M$$, Utitr Book, f.73. 
" V, R, B, Mu, Unor Book, 1.73* 
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a box 



a box 
N». C 



ill a dry 
cask 

N^ D 
N^E 



N^F G 



f 24 i)air of Flemish stock- 
ings at II stivers a pair 
24 pair of linen drawers, at 

19 stiv* each 
24 linen shirts, at 31 stiv. 
each 

24 ditto, somewliat smaller, 
at 25 stiv. each 

46 pair of watertight 
leather shoes, averaging 
23^4 stiv. a pair 

25 - - at 6 stiv. each 
one ship's i)ound of white 

Lcjyden clicesc, cost 

3 sieves, 3 strainers, cost 
24 iron straps with bolts, at 

6 stiv. each 
24 horse bits, at 6 stiv. each 
9 chains, at 3 stiv. each 
18 surcingles (but only 12 

found), cost 
6 head stalls 

24 traces £3:10 — 9 lines £3: 

14, together 

9 linen coupling lines f2:6 
— 9 wagon braces'** £4 4, 
together 
9 rear wagon braces** £5 :i4 
— 18 halters £2:15, to- 
gether 

4 long grain scythes f20 — 
4 Hainaiilt scythes for 
grain f6. together 

f 12 axes, at 25 stiv. each 
2 strainers of the above 3, 
which could not go into 
C 

16 hags of Oriental malt, at 
^5 K'*'^' guilders a last 

one hogshead of Ijrandy con- 
taining 16 stcekan. [7?] 
inengel, costs with the 
cask 

two kegs** o£ salt contain- 
ing 3 bags, cost 

[Total of A-G] 



£13 4 
£22 16 

f37 4 

f30 



£54 I 

£ 7 10 

f 4 12 8 

f7 4 

£7 4 

f I 7 

£ 1 

f7 4 



f 6 10 

£8 9 

£26 
fi5 



{70 8 



£78 4 
£10 4 
f 689 08 



■*Blaok in Letter Book, 

** wagenseelen. 

" aehterwagen seelen. 
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to distriljiite 
among the men and 
to keef) account 
thereof'" 

N^ H I 



The goods on the other side 
[of tlie sheet] without 
a>unting the expenses 
amount to 

Also given to lacob planck 
to take with him, the fol- 
lowing : 

{together 
10 fath- 
oms,®^ 
at £6 

27 lb of guniK)vvder in a 

-small keg,'* cost 
paid for lx>oks, paper and 
. ink 

^ 2 firelocks, cost £23 
2 mniskets, cost f20 
* 4 shoulder straps £24 
one bullet mold f 10 
total 

Being two small barrels^ 

with salted meat from 
Craloo, valued at £44 
22 sacks to be distributed 
among the farmers, 
bought of Mr Mkhiel 
Paamv, cost 18 stiv. each 
I sack included in the 
aforesaid 22, in w hich one 
scliei)el of colza, bought 
of said jMr Faauiv 
I red flag with the arms of 
the colony, to be hoisted 
on certain occasions, costs* 
one tool chest from Jacques 
dc Boroiiakcr,^ for Cor- 
nells Thcunissz van 
Breuckclen. Memoran- 
dum* 



f6S9 08 



f 60 
f 12 17 
f 10 14 



i 45 14 



f 19 16 



f 2 10 



Article not given. 

*■ \ntc in handwriting of Kiiiaeii van Reniielaer. 
' tmaltonnen, 
*AniOttnt not ^ven. 

• Jacques Spierinck, the auger maker, see O'CallaRhan, History of New Iftthtrhmd, 
1:430-31, and alM p. 433, where he is erroneously given as one of the Mttlen of 1630. 
*Tbe latt two itema added by way of mcnorandani in handwriting of Kiliaen van 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wouter van Twiller° 

April 2S, j6j4 

TXANSLATED BY MKS ALAN B. STSONC 

Wouter van Twiller, director in New Nctlierlaiul 

This day, 23 April 1634, in Amsterdam 

Mon Cousin: Passing over the letter which your honor wrote to 
me from the island St Martin (since the ships Gelderlant and Nieu 
Nederhnt have both been taken by the Dunkirkers), I find myself 
in receipt of several letters from your honor, of date March 18, 
1633, sent to me by the ship de Goede Hoope, of May 9» by de 
Wahns, and of July 17, 20 and 22, by de Soutbergh, and now 
finally within the last two days, that of September 14, in the care 
of Marrten Gerritss by way of New England, which although in 
many things too late, yet nevertheless came well apropos before 
the departure of this ship d'Eendracht, for which the last lighter 
with goods and people leaves tomorrow evening, bound for the 
Texel, just as the news of the killing of my animals came at the 
last moment before the departure of the ship den Soutbergh from 
there. 

I am not ungrateful but understand and appreciate the great 
friendship which your honor has shown me, while attending to 
your official duties and according to the 25th article of the granted 
Freedoms of New Netherland, wHich Freedoms after much difficulty 
have been approved anew by the Chamber of Amsterdam and 
the Assembly of the XIX and arc declared legal and rightly 
acquired, the remaining ditfcrcnccs being submitted to tluir High 
Mightinesses, all conformably to three distinct resolutions under 
Letters A, B, C, sent by my officer Jacob Planck', in whose hands 
your honor can see the same and from whom you can receive 
copies thereof. These same I'rcedoms therefore, as they are there 
given, are indisputable, and according to the 15th article freely 
allow the patroons, not only in their colonies, but also wherever 
along the coast of New Netherland and the circumjacent region 
the Company has no conuiiiscn, to trade their products of the soil 
in exchange for all sort> of merchandise, even beavers, otters and 
the like; the point ot" sencling merchandise thither only being 
disputed, whicli must be decided subsequently by their High 

• v. R. B. Mss. Letter Book, f. 55-70. Printed in Dutch in Oud Holland, 1890, 
S:a67-S6, M Awtadix G to Mr de Rocvcr't articles on the colony of Reutdaenwyck. 
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Mightinesses. I therefore send with the Company's knowledge a 
brandy kettle for distilling brandy from my surplus grain, which is 
to be sold there in the country according to the aforesaid article. 

The indemnity demanded l>y your honor for the loss I have in- 
curred will come in well for part of iny expenses. I shall endeavor 
again most earnestly to deserve it from you, as I have already 
done, for believe me freely, had your honor not had me here they 
would have summoned you home with an affront, which the Lord 
God this lime has graciously forbidden. Such a shameful pot has 
been on the fire for you that I in all my life never would have 
believed that one could find men base enough to plan it, and, what is 
worse, the same business has not only taken hold among the direct- 
ors, but been scattered far and wide, even in the full board, so 
that it was publicly proposed to look around for another director 
without first duly examining your case, for which reason I went at 
Vogelaer in such a way on the crowded Dam that he will not soon 
forget it. Upon the counsel and advice of Mr Coenraets, I have had 
a sworn statement made which I send your honor herewith en- 
closed under No. I, from which you may see what has happened 
here. Yes; even more shameful than is stated therein, among 
other things, that your honor, being drunk, had run out on the 
street after the minister with a naked sword ; that your honor had 
. given another person a suit of clothed for the reason that, etc. 
This last eras' told me was true.^ 

I have to several directors individuatl/, to the commissioners 
separately, and likewise In the full Assembly, several times affirmed 
your innocence and said that, if they would carefully examine, they 
would find that tliey ought to praise you for the very thing for 
which they blame you, that you had long served the Company, 
that they ought to know you better, that you have outserved all 
your masters, who were in power before yon began, and that at 
present none of the former were in office except Messrs Coenraets, 
Reael and La Myne (who are all three on your side, especially 
La Myne who defends you bravely ; to which three, and also others 
whom you most trust, you must not neglect to write discreetly, as 
being your old masters, requesting them to take your honor under 
their protection against all injuries and slanders which are injuri- 
ously spread and accepted to your great prejudice). But what is 

•«-<•« pack kUeren geven; literally, to give a suit of clothes, hut hete •|>parentl]r ttted 
in a figurative seme like «en pack slaag gcven, to give a beating. 
* Jem Ghr«i» tfreelor «f West India Company. N. ob R. 
•UBder&ned Id origiaaL 



Uiyiiized by Google 



268 



NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 



the case : the crown which the secretary^ had placed on tlie head of 
Minuict, rests now on yours; the enemies of Mwuict arc now 
yours. This crafty knave has stirred up the present minister 
against you, as he did the former against Minuict (wlio I think 
will receive from Domine Badius, to whom he has written, another 
letter than he expects. But the man has been, misled; it is not 
his fault.) Therefore forget all the foregoing and keep up kindly 
relations. Domine Roehf Pieterssen has shown your honor in this 
matter much friendship, also through his nephew, the secretary 
de Vries^ who is one of the commissioners though he seldom at- 
tends. Do not neglect either to write to both of them. Likewise 
to Liebergen, with whom I some time ago had a confidential word. 
I have told the officer Dincfclagen, who comes in the place of Notel- 
man, all about this. I think that your honor may trust him, be- 
cause he was first recommended by Mr Foeyt, who is a friend of 
the colonies. Then first try him well, and since he has studied, 
he can serve you with advice, since such people can see deeper 
. into a matter than those who have not studied. The seO'etary has 
furthermore also incited against you all the directors and chief 
participants who are opposed to the colonies. (I do not hear Van 
de Linge slander so much as he did) ; but*® spouts fire and flame, 
the more so because your brother Hendrick in the Nieuwe kercke, 
when he would not move up a little, pushed him with force (which 
he should not have done) ; however, I had him up and showed him 
his fault, whereupon he toned down a good deal. All these quar- 
rels, added to the dissatisfied people who returned, so overwhelmed 
you that no contradiction sufficed. Mr Paauw, who has much in- 
fluence with Coenraeis, was also very sorely out of patience with 
you because of the severe proceedings against Cornells van 
Vorst, which he in the beginning also showed. But I won him 
over and made satisfaction (even to my own loss as will hereafter 
appear) so that we are now entirely reconciled to each other and 
you will find henceforth a friend instead of an enemy. If you 
find it advisable, write him a short letter, for I see that one can 
not accomplish as much by well doing as by having friends in the 
game. 

Vogelaer declares to me that he is \our friend, as are also his 
followers. But I know better than that. They are too much 
smitten with the secretary. I told him in the presence of all the 

Jan van Remimd. 
• Frc<iericJ< dc Vrics. s^rcUry of the city of Amsterdam; sec p. 64. 
^Tht writer has liere leratclicd out Uie words ** the oMrited htuaiilMwk.'* N. w. S. 
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commissioners that for many years I was prejudiced against 
Miniiict by tlic same pi)isun, and that after awhile lie would fitui 
it out also. If your honor couM win over the minister'' — I think 
that he has credit with l oi^chicr and liis people — and make him 
understand that the secretary had acted with falseness, the ship 
might be brought on ajiother tack. It should be nested in this 
connection that the wife of Rcmundcn told the wife of Jcronimus 
that her son being on tlic inland .V/ Martyn with Willem 7'an Wouw 
and asking to conic on l)oard, your honor being drunk said " let 
the dogs swim aboard." I'ogclacr has told me (and apparently it 
comes from the secretary) that when your honor went with the 
minister to the preaching at St Marttyti, it would have been 1)ettcT- 
if you had stayed away; wishing to have it underst<M»d that y<»u 
ha«l drinik too much. Of these two things he has knowledge, the 
third may enlighten him still more, namely, that he said in con- 
versation with Ditch Cornclisc Duystcr that he had made an agree- 
ment with you and that each side promised the other not to write 
an\thing about it, but that there were some, notice this, who had 
advised him not to trust you (who I suppose nnist have been 
Rciutindc ) . This is nc^w clearly found to be a false calumny, as 
your honor has never mentioned a single word of it to either the 
directors or to any of your friends. t)ut he'- has done so to l)r 
liadius f although indirectly, without mentioning your name but 
with sufficient a[)plication) and to this Rcmundc would a|)pear to 
have brought him according to a letter from Rcmuudc to his wife. 
Ity this he thought he would set the crown of thorns nn your 
honor's head. It was read at the meeting of the directors but I 
do not know wdiether it wa^ written from New Netherland or from 
luigland, apparently from the former, and he took it with him and 
sent it from England or perhaps by tlie Soutberch, Oi tliat 1 am 
not sure. 

This false secretarv. who has slandered manv men behind their 
backs, was by a righteous punishment arrested at Rotterdam f(>r a 
theft of which he was not guilty, and was then charged with the 
manslaughter; wdiereby he would have lost his head had the ac- 
cusers of the theft not bravely interfered for hiin and his corre- 
spondents here, burdening their own consciences, held back the 
attestations come from there Tsaying that they were given out of 
partizanship) ; and besides that, he greatly abused the Prince of 

**ET«nrdw Bogirdnt. 
*'Botaf4nt. 
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Orange. He has now been ^sufficiently warne 1. Vnm\ what I 
hear he must pay £300 to the friends of tlie fleceascd, and that will 
free hini. Among otlier defenses for this manshiuj;hter, he took 
occasion to accuse your honor of being the cause of it l)y not 
having been wilhng to settle the difTerence>. lie gave this out in 
public statement to y(»ur prejudice in the full assembly of the 
directors before his arrest. Whether lie will now behave himself 
better, remains to be seen and hoped. 

As to Ilunthum, I can not yet find rmt how he behaves. I 
would have liked that your honor had written me the reason why 
the Maquaas killed my cat tie and, in order that there may be a case 
against him if he misbehaves, I have ordered my officer Jdcof^ 
Planck to get from you the attestation of the abusive wor<Ls which 
he has spoken against me an<l mine and. when he comes out of the 
fort, to bring him before the court of Rens>elaerswyck for such 
punishment as the law > of the land provide. 'I'he abuse can only 
make him infamous, and he is enough so already, but the court ran 
make him retract his statements and can force the words down his 
throat. 

I had earnestly wished that PircL- L'orncllssrn might have gone 
over again; they were not willing to allow this. yo(^clacr is too 
much against him; Cociiracts is most of the time at the Hague; 
Dc Vrics seldom attends the meetings and Lyhcr<^rti is so-and-so. 
The last meeting of the directors was much in your honor's favor. 
Those whose terms have expired are: Bicker, nnrtrlofty, deceased. 
Brorti, Hamcl, Valckciibur^h, Vcrdocs, Oycus. Their successors: 
Cocnnidus, Read. Secretary dc jyicx, Iluart Man, Schuyfcnhuri^U. 
Barlnnck. The disparity is too great, and as some can now do no 
more harm among the directors, they are trying to bring it to 
pass by means of the chief particijiant^. They have secretly tried 
to make fsaac dc Rasicrc}'^ who m.arriefl the niece of Ray, director 
in your place, as I have only lately foinid out. ATr Cocnracfs wa^ 
invited to the wedding and diligently courted but. with hi'^ wonted 
discretion, he did no\ allow himself to be used for such a shameful 
proceeding, giving me sufficiently to understanrl th.at I must watch 
and secure proof thereof, which has also been done. 

It is a wonder surely, that all the patro(^n- and their associates, 
who have enjoyed no particular friendship from your honor in the 

■Under date of April 19, i637f the baptism in Brazil of Ysaae de Rasiere, ton of 

Yaaac Ar Rn^'^rrc .nn'l Fv.n r.Trfrlle. otcttr"' in " Df>oiir<'i;istiT drr 1 ■ . •I'r'.iulrrs in I'mTilic." 
Atgemten Ncderlandsch Familichlad, 1888, 6:142. In the same register the father's 
name appemrs at witness as late as 1651. 
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country over there, defend your cause more strongly than do those 
persons whom you have so faithfully served (even against justice 
and reason in the execution in the colonies of their unlawful ordi- 
nances and the administration of the severe oaths to all the people). 
From those people there are no thanks to be gained ; they can spit 
no honey, since they have nothing but gall in their mouths. Our 
Jeronintus^* is very much alarmed and would like to have his son 
at home again. He has sent me the enclosed memorandum marked 
No. 2. He takes your side, as does also Grietge, who is very sick. 

It was not until lately that Aldriehs^ could get permission to 
order a suit of clothes for you (since they were busy with Rasiere 
up to the last) and only a few days ago they decided to allow the 
remaining thing of your memorandum. I have paid him £150. 
I will give him the rest when he brings me tiie bill. 

After a long chase I have just been able to secure the conditions 
of your appointment, as given in the copy No. 3; herewith are 
also added some others marked No. 4 & 5. I shall keep the orig- 
inah here. 

The heads of the accusations against you, coming from outside, 
are that yott are proud and puffed up; always drunk as long as 
there is any wine, and thereby the cause that the ship was sent 
off so long after the last of June, lazy and careless, hostile to the 
minister and no defender of religion. The following comes from 
inside: that you write so few reports to the Company, that you 
have not enough prudence and judgment to rightly discharge yoaf 

** FerhsfM Jeronimus Lacroix. A rcraon of that name — his son? — made a tour of 
nplnration into the wlldernesB from Port Orange for the Gompanjr. His jonrnd exists 

aniong tlif' pntroon's papers. N. M R. 

This journal which is referred to in the patroon's letter to Wouter van Twiller. May 
6. 1638. on p. 4ot of this volume, was not in the Van Rtnstelwr Bowier eollection 

wlicn placed in the hands of the present editor. Tt seems likely that it is the same as 
the account of the journey to the Senccas secured by Gen. James Grant Wilson at 
Amsterdam in the summer of 189S. Md published hy him in the Indeptndtnt, 189$. 
47:1317 20, and in the Annual Rrf-tyrt of tlw .Imrrtcan Historical Association. 1H05, 
7:79-101, under the title "Arent van Curler and his Journal of 1634-35." If the same, 
there is no good reason for eallinflr it, as Mr de Roever dees, Laeroix* Journal, for 

de la <"rnix appear-; tlironcliout in the thiril pcr'^on Tlinf ('><-n. Wilsnn '>n the other 
hand is wrong in ascribing his document to Arcnt van Curler is evident from the fact 
that the man who spedcs in the first person, and who of the three men in the party is 
the only pers-m not named, descriljcs himself as one of the commisen of the West India 
Company, and from the further fact, based upon statements in tiie patroon's letters 
in this ▼olume, that in Decen1>er 1637 Arent van Curler was but an inexperienead 
youth of 18 years. 

"Jacob Aldriclis; see p. 373. Possibly this is the same person as Jacob Alrichs 
who in 1656 w.^s appointed director of the colony of New Amstcl, on the Delaware. 
A Mr Jacob Alrichs appears as witness to various baptisms in Brazil from 1637 to 1651 
in " Doopregister der Hollanders in Brazilie," printed in Alggmeen Nederlandsch 
FamUiebM, t88S-89, 
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functions, that the accounts which you send are not carefully 
examined, that the books have not been kept in good order (to 
which I replied that they must send a bookkeeper, whom they 
should pay for the work that they required of him, because that 
was not properly your business). Crol complains that you have 
held his books there. But Conraets says, and justly, that your 
honor ought to have written to the Company what ships or sloops 
of the English or Brownists had been there, for instance Captain 
SiooH,^^ with whom your honor was on somewhat too familiar 
terms, also Jan Brouwer^^ and others, in order that the Company 
might have given the necessary orders for such cases. Therefore 
be on your guard. Secure affidavits even from Hunihum and 
those who may be opposed to you, by which you will know them, 
for you have now evidence enough to do so.^* Inform those who 
arrive and keep on good terms with those who remain, so that in 
their letters to the Company they may justify you against such 
shameful calumnies and slanders, for if you can once clear yourself 
of this the venom will not be able to affect you again. Consider 
these warnings, and take it well from me that I thus prescribe for 
you, although you know it well enough yet nevertheless it is need- 
ful to refresh the memory: 

1 Be God fearing and an example to the people 

2 Be temperate in eating and drinking 

3 Be faithful in your service, injuring no one 

4 lie diligent and vigilant in the execution of your official duty 

5 Be cautious in everything and with what persons you associate 

6 Be humble when you are exalted 

7 Be patient when you are injured 

8 Trust in God when yon are cliastiscd 

If you do this the curse will change to a blessing and slanders re- 
dound to your honor, Amen. 

■•Referred to by D.niil Pi.t(r<i7 rii" Vric; (Korte J!is( ruu-l. p. ii") a"! Captain 
StoOHs, from London, of a prominent family. De Vries met this captain in the West 
Indies and in Virsinit and, June is* 1633, on his return voysge to Holland, found him 
OUtsi<lc of Sandy Hook in commarul of a vrssfl lailcn with cattle hoiind for Nrw V.n^- 
land, endeavoring . to reach New Amsterdam in order to obtain a supply of water- 
Under date of April tS, 1633. de Vries mentions the arrival at New Amsterdam nf an 
English captain from New Fngland who was invited hy \.-\n TwiHcr to a dinner party 
at which the guests became intoxicated and fell to quarreling, according to de V^rtes, 
mnch to the surprise of the Englishman, who did not know what to make of such irregu* 
larities ainnnf: the officfr'; of the Coriipany and lack of authority on the part of the 
director. It is not unlikely that the patroon received his information from de Vrfct 
bat eonfttsed the two captahns referred to. 

M< iitit>ttcd in letter from Sijmon Dirck*-/ Tds. Sept. t6, 1630, p. 17*. 
Bclcgget attcstatien, selfFs van Hunthum cnde die U partkijt moghleH wcsen, 
waeraen ghi/ st ktnngn sMit; wamt ghif htht nn stofff genoegh om sular U dogn. 
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Now I will turn to the aiiswcrinj^ of your letters. As to that 
from dc 11 elder ^ 1 thank your honor in the name of Johannes and 
Baptist for the fii.13 out of which my wife boujj^ht them fur cai)s 
as your honor desired. As to that from Wight of tire 17th of 
Auf.nist. I have paid the 1150 to Miniiyet and added it to the f250. 
I will add to this what I must now advance to Jacob Aldrichsz, 
and subtract the f62.io which I am to receive from the cashier 
Reael. Your mother told me that you had divided this amount, 
which I well believe, hut witlu^ut your express order to me I can 
not do it; therefore be so kind a>^ to let me know your honor's in- 
tention, and when this shi{) comc> home draw as much of your 
salary as you can, for the sum increases if they keep the people 
waiting longer.'" Dirck Coruelisr: has not yet got his money. 
They have allowed him f24 per month as commis, a shame, since 
they give Hnnihum. a rogue, £75. But he expects to earn it by 
sending 13,000 skins yearly, which I think he will fall far short 
of, and this will not advance his cause. The money of Wolfert 
Gerritsen I received hut lately also. I have kept back f^oo. of 
which I will write him further. They would not let Dirck have 
his eleven skins, a thing they have done at other titncs. Tie say-; 
that he informed your honor and others of them; he requests ex- 
planation, according to the letter here enclosed as No. ^^. Cocn- 
radus has promised him that they will make it good to hini. 
Voqelacr is especially hostile to him. 

In regard to the letter of the 3d of Se])toinl>cr from Wight, I 
met Vogelaer after its receipt and asked him whether the Company 
had received letters, saying that I had a short letter ; he said at 
once, ** There you see. he is already too great to know even his 
masters." To which I answered that he must first l)e '^urc whether 
your honor had not written and that he shoulcl not flare uj) so 
hastily. He denied it at once, saying in the presence of Mr Blom- 
macrt. who had heard it as well as T, that I lied. This was the 
beginning. When he afterwards heard from St ^farttijn that you 
had taken a prize, he began at once to scold that your honor had 
not despatched the sugar by the two large ships Gcldcrlant and 
S ieuzv-\ ederlandt in order to balance therewith the shortage of 
Hunthum and Rcmundc, but hearing afterward that they were at 
Dunkirk he kept still. Think how he must seek occasion against 
you, of which his aforesaid comrades give him enough, being not 

**«iMr«, alt dU tehip t'kuys compt, trtekt soo vmI van U gagie w al« thif eondt, want 
d9 sommt groptfr W9r4», «O0 Hi htt voMt longer ophomdfn. 
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only venomous but writing to him in the most corrosive extract, 
so that you must be bravely on your guard. And Jeronimus does 
not doubt but there are spies going over, to dog your steps,* 

Regarding the letter of November 25, by the Cat from 5"^ 
Marttyn, I will say that your honor should be most grateful to 
God that he has delivered you out of the hands of the Turks (even 
if my calves were cast overboard ; your honor made this good again 
to me in your last deal with the Maquaasi). Vogelaer and his 
friends have here cause enough to praise you most highly, but it 
will not come to pass. The newspaper** enclosed as No. 7 by 
arrangement of Mr Paauw and myself refers to you. I keep your 
letter secret but you can well scent what it means to say. David 
Pietersz., against whom you warn me (and who also severely 
criticizes your honor), has turned out even worse than you stated. 

I have not received the' letter of December 24, It went to Dun- 
kirk ; the letters from Gerrit de Rcux with one enclosed to ProvoosI 
were sent to me from Dunkirk, but no others. 

Regarding the letter of March 18, i6^^3. I will say that I thank 
the Lord with you for your safe, though difficult and perilous 
journey, . being pleased to hear that you like the country so well 
and that you feel so well. But I am sorry that the savages to the 
south are so rebellious. They ought to be attended to or they 
will give others a bad example, but yet this should be done with 
great and Christian discretion. 

Concerning the animals bought by me from Mintiit and Bijlc- 
veldt I have this to say, that I have perfectly agreed with Mr 
Paamv although I had the most right, as it was done with the con- 
sent of the Company. Miuuit and Biln'cit did not deceive me al- 
though matters did not go just right. Miuuit says that he offered 
them to Mr Paamv and on his refusal sold his animals to me, but 
Mr Paamv appears to be ignorant of this. 

Hijlevelt had c^iirn 110 orders to Aiidrics Iluddc, 7i'Iio ucrcrtUc- 
Icss sold the one eOiV to Coriicli-- van \'orst. so I did not find if ad- 
visable to disf^ute Mr r\iau\v hut sought lo hare him for a 
friend, esf^eeially sinee he had areot'y injured \nur etiuse Mr 
C<u'nraefs and the oiIkt^. Tbcroforo w c liavc made such an agree- 
ment in regard to tht^c tlirec cows as ajificars by the enclosed copv 
No. 8. And wc made also tlic following agreement, No. 9, that 

^ 0,11 r »u-t loo,irn scUiicndtt naer te gaen; literally, to follow you with leaden ihoei, 
to follow you cautiously. 
" couront, 

** Underlined in original. 
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all the animals that shall be fur sale in that muntry shall he boiic;-1it 
in by your lionor on our mutual account, except those which hefurc 
the receipt or delivery of tlii-^ ct>ntract X<». 9 shall have f)eeii Imu^dit 
in or eng'a^eil by your luMior, everythin^^ as stated in the said con- 
tract which is to remain in force for six years, and I in all sin- 
cerity request that it may be observed, as I have voluntarily (al- 
though for the reasun,-, before mentioned) aj^reed thereto. We can 
not limit your honor in prices, but it seems to me the Conipany 
formerly wrote to Director Minnie t and the council about them, so 
that he, and afterwards CroH. hy the C ompany's orders bought up 
all the animals that were f<>r sale, half for Mr Paaiiw and half 
for me, at the same price, so that it is sufficiently known and cus- 
tomary. I hear that private parties arc buyiuf^ animals. The 
sellers have no coii>ent for this from the Idmpany. as Mr Paauw 
and I have, for their stock is the ott spring of the Company's 
animals, unless the Comi)aiiy has since given other orders unknown 
to me. With regard to the animals that you may henceforth deliver 
to us from your farm, we can not well fix the price here, because 
there is so great a dilTeronce in quality and age; for horses ratcil 
at fi2o if good, your honor mav c1iar;^e us f 1 50 : for cows rated 
at f8(j. ff)5 or fioo; and so in i)rop()rtion ; and thos.* your honor 
buys from others, at cost price according to your honor's letter. 

Referring again to the three cows, namelv the two of Minuyl 
and one of lUjlcvclt, since I now have the claim against ihem of Mr 
I'aauw in regard to nondelivery (and as our agreemetit docs not 
concern them ), be pleased to send over to me the resolutions which 
the council made respecting it, with the proofs of Cornclis ran 
I'orst, 7ch>i says that he bought tJic cozv bclotr^im; to P.ijlevclt from 
Andries Huddcn for f6g: — for I hai'c not yet paid Bijievelt for 
it but Minuit has deducted his amount from zvhat he 07ved mcP 

Further Bijievelt appeals to the contract made with me. that 
he is treated unfairly by having £50 deducted just for the chickens 
ant! the garden, as the agreement will show, which T send your 
honor enclosed as No. 10. In his presence I sent for the skipper 
Jacob Janssen Hes. who said that there were other things, an<l that 
the contract, signe<l by us both, was exhibited in the council. Be 
pleased therefore to have an abstract of tliis resolution made and 
certified. Dijlei'clt says that the chickens were given as boot. The 
contract does not say so. Moreover the lx>ot must be paid over as 
well as the goods purchased. As to Mr Paauw, since he has three 

** Underlined In original. 
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other animals in place of these, the difference can not amount to 
much and the ai>praisal should be made on the basis of the value at 
the last delivery, that is, the time when your honor delivered the 
three substitutes to him. 

As to the farm of Bijleveldt, I see that your honor has it worked 
by one farm hand and one negro, which may well be done and it still 
yield profit. In case the old mare has not died and is unfit for 
work, she may be kept for breeding. This farm is very destitute 
of horses and has had too much ill luck but is still well provided with 
cattle. Calves might be raised on this farm and then sent up the 
river. If two horses and two cows were left, the land could be well 
enough worked with them (that is, what has been cultivated before) 
or outside help could be obtained. 

As to the farm of Notelman, I have practically possession of 
that also for the following reasons ; in the first place, by virtue of 
the right of Gcrrit de Reux who rented it as the other farmers; he 
has had the use of it an3 paid the first instalment of 100 guilders 
and ceded all his rights, to me according to the enclosed deed No.ii. 

FurAer I bought of him all his surplus cattle, [later giving] an 
additional consideration of f5o for a cow in place of a heifer, and 
have paid him for the same, according to the enclosed bill of sale 
and receipt No. 12, so that now all the animals that remain, and 
about which there can be any question, are those that properly be- 
long to the farm, to wit : 4 mares with colt, 4 cows, 2 heifers (in- 
stead thereof he delivered 5 cows and i heifer, for which I gave him 
an additional f5o), 4 1k)i;>, tlu rc still remaining for the Company to 
deliver 2 hogs. In place of 6 sheep which he was to leave for mc 
on the farm, he paid Xotclman f6o cash, all shown by the receipt 
and account herewith enclosed as No. 13. 

The agreement made with Xotclman is that I sliall keep for my- 
self all the animals belonging to the farm as well as the surplus of 
the same, but he is permitted to retain the farm for himself and 
work it with other animals, such as lie may buy elsewhere — sec 
liis letter of January 15. i<\^2, enclose*! here No. 14, which your 
honor will j^lease send back to nie — so that the animals belong to 
me and the farm to him. With rej^^ard to tlie animals which he re- 
ceived thereon, lie iiin>t acconnt for them and for those bred from 
tlicm ; and since lie lia< made use of the same in his own service 
( aIthf)ii<T;h he sutTered nnuli l<»ss wln'ch I can not heljilJie must i^ivc 
me satisfacti<»n therefor. Tiie number tliat he received can be 
found in No. 12 and No. 13. 
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4 marcs, 3 of tliusc first sent, one of those last 
sent, a]} with foal 

5 cows, 3 of those sent, 2 four year olds raised, 
with calf 

1 heifer. May 1632, two years old 

6 hogs, 2 of I year, 2 of year, 2 that the Com- 
pany has yet to deliver 

6 sheep, for which Notelman^ paid him f6o dish 

2 heifers 
I young steer 
I stallion colt 

This, with those bred since October 163 1, is all that I can claim 
from him ; anrl according to what I hear, the farm is not well pro- 
vided, so that they can not deliver the old number, i'iiis will turn 
out badly. He has used both the farm and the animals and treated 
the horses very badly, so that they have died. On the other hand 
I must pay 100 guilders yearly, Reiix having paid for one year. 
And then there are coming to me the wagons, plows and whatever 
was sold with the animals by the Company. Now to make out the 
account, there must first be deducted such of the aforesaid animals 
as he has delivered to me. Then he must be paid fioo a year, 
there being due to me in return the f6o received for the sheep. 

Further [must be counted] what the wagons, plows, etc., that are 
now there, may be worth more or less than they were at the time 
[he received them]. 

As to the delivery of butter and grain to the Company, that comes 
from the land and off the farm and not from the animals. 

Again, the animals of the foregoing number which are still left 
[on the farm] must also be turned over and delivered to me, giving 
me a reasonable remuneration for their work and increase in age. 

As to the rest, those which have died, there comes the dispute 
that, deducting those which he has delivered, he ought first of all 
to make the [number of animals on the] farm complete just as he 
received it; all that then remains is that I maintain that the in- 
crease should be greater than the loss by death, that is, from ordi- 
nary causes and not from misuse. And in this way we shall be 
able to settle with each other, but otherwise not. 

The Company will also daim the two horses and two cows, which 
must be delivered to them, or at least their cash equivalent, and it 
must therefore be considered whether Notelman has fared well or 



**Thi« ibould probably be dt Rtux. 
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ill on the farm. If he has prospered, he can not refuse to make 
good my loss and to deliver the full number of all the animals with a 
reasonable amount of offspring. If your honor can not make 
terms with him, let him in my behalf put the farm in your hands 
and above all take care that he shall devise some means to complete 
the number [of animals] required and make an estimate of the 
grain and implements that are on the farm. We may then try to do 
business here; but I prefer to have it done there, for here I would 
not get much from him. This being done, your honor can issue 
an order in my name, that his farm and that of Bijlevelt shall be 
worked in my interest by a foreman and a boy or a negro and the 
animals which can be dispensed with may be sent up the river. 
Since tlie land is overworked and poor, I have proposed to the lords 
commissioners to let it He fallow for some years, leaving there some 
foals and calves, which by that time will attain their growth, and in 
the meantime to pay the rent as before and to deliver as much of 
my grain at the market price as my neighbors do. They found this 
not unreasonable, but said that the manure must stay on the farm, 
to which I replied that it was better for the land to lie fallow than 
to put the manure on and take it out twice over by farming, but 
that the young beasts should stay on it. So if they do not write to 
your honor about it, you can arranj^e witli the council that the Com- 
pany's intcrots shall not be prejudiced and that I may do with my 
own as seems to me most expedient. Jt may be that the farm of 
N otclman is in such a bad condition that 1 must reject it, then I 
must have back ai;;iin the f kkj I paid on account of the first instal- 
ment, also [rclnrnj the >urj)lus animals bouj^ht from Gcrrit dc 
Kciix and let \'otchnan do with them as he pleases. Yet I think 
it very advisable to hold on to the farm if it can in any way l)e 
<lone with profit or even aj^pearancc of jirofit. It will be of service 
to me, in that I can in time set a man over it. who conld take charge 
of my affairs at the Manhatas and in the C(nnicil. which will be most 
neces-^ary in case they should recall your honor. Therefore do not 
let the farm go. 

Your honor writes indeed in general that the increase [of ani- 
mals] has been good, but n 't how many nr.r where they are. I 
have not been able to get the information from the Company and 
now it is too late to make request for it ; be so kind as to do a < inuch 
as this with the assistance of Jacob Planck and compare the in- 
voice of the animals bought from Minukt, Bijlevelt and de Reux, 
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with the animals on the two farms of Nottelman and Hijirrcit, de* 
ducting those that have died, addin^ the increase and where they 
are, and keeping a list and account of this in future. The exchangee 
of the three young horses bought from Minuict at fl20 for an old 
mare, valued also at fi2o, about which your honor writes me, must 
in no wise go through, for 1 am too well provided with old horses. 
I would rather have xouiii^ ones; and if I should have two less than 
otherwise it would also be to my injury in respect to the contract 
made with Mr Paauw. I hear also that the mare which your 
honor would give me in exchange is very old indeed. Rather 
than lose these three horses, for I suppose your honor has kept 
them, I would pay your honor twice, yes, three times over for their 
kocf). I am surprised that you propose this to me, as it conflicts 
directly with the memorandum given to your honor, where I have 
written on tl^ margin, N. B. i stallion, thrown in 1630, bought from 
Minuit; this was to be for your honor provided you gave me for 
it some colts, thrown in May 1632, from which it is plain that I 
would rather have colts than horses considering their prices, for I 
can raise them at small expense, having grass enough in the sum- 
mer and in the winter hay for only the work [of getting it in]. 
Also your honor writes that on the farm of Minuii one cow has 
died and another has been bitten by a snake and has died also. I 
can not quite understand whether those that have died belonged to 
the general stock of the farm or to my own cattle, since these were 
not separated but were in the common herd when I bought them 
for your honor and myself from Minuit, It seems therefore that W9 
should share the risk of loss by death, as well as the profits of 
the increase, unless your honor take the position (which I do not 
know) that the animals belonging to the farm were recognizable 
and the surplus, sold to me, also recognizable, and that of my recog- 
nizable cattle the aforesaid two have died. I have dwelt on this 
question so long because it will prejudice me in the contract of 
half and half made with Mr Paauw. Therefore do me the favor to 
leave me my three young horses, and by substituting others for the 
two dead cattle let me keep the same number that I bought. I am 
willing to pay your honor as much money as you shall wish for their 
keep and the loss by death, for I must have cattle, all the more be- 
cause I bought them for my colony and made the contract with 
Mr Paauw chiefly on your account, so as not to have him against 
you. You can have no idea how he can hinder or help you; I 
notice it [by comparing] how it was before, and how it is now since 



Digitized by Gopgle 



28o 



NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 



the cootract. I may not write here all I know about it, since we 
are now agreed. It is not well to have him for an opponent ; he is 
too dever. 

With these three horses and two cows and some from the farms 
of NooHelman and Bijlevelt, I can establish a third farm in my 
colony, since there are cattle enough up there to provide two farms. 
I made a contract for this with Hendrkk Conduit, whom they call 
StvQiicr/^ but he repented of the bargain and has escaped me; 
I send your honor a copy of this contract enclosed under No. 
D,. given to Jacob Plawk, who will show it to your honor. In 
place of this Hcndrick Conduict, I can employ a person from 
your honor's farm about whom your honor and also he himself 
wrote me, since herewith are going three farm hands whom yotH* 
father has hired for you, according to the enclosed contract No. 15, 
so that your honor can probably do without him. I ^ill give him 
the same terms that Hendrkk had. He .may build the farm house 
on the place api)ointed or near Fort Orange. I have also hired a 
carpenter,'-'^ who is also a mason and understands farming. But he 
has not put in an appearance and the last lighter sails at noon today. 
There are still farm hands over there in the country who were trans- 
ported at my expense. They must serve me when I want them. In 
case Rocloff Jansz satisfies your honor and your foreman remains, 
you may give him the ihinl farm, IxMore named, on the same terms 
as Jlcndrick Conduit. 

Furthermore, regarding ll'uUTcrt Ccrritsse or his son, who are 
very willing to go up the river, your honor can arrange with them to 
use half or two thirds of Castle Island (which contains 136 mor- 
gens) since I neither can nor may pass by Brandt Pklen, who lives 
with Rutgcr Hcndrickscn and has brouglit his farm into good con- 
dition and I have no reason to displace iiim. 

I find it every way advisable to deal with W'nlffert or his son, 
as I have also said to Jacob Planck; an^l see to it that you pay 
him for his cattle out of the indemnity of ihc Maqiiaas skins, since 
tile Company can lay no claim lo these or al the most claim no more 
than the duty of one s^niiMcr per skin. Atid in case your honor or 
Jacob I'ianck can not entirely agree with him. kl it go until our 
meeting, as he intends to come home, telling him that wc will cer- 
tainly come to an agreement with each other here. I should like 
to have his cattle as if they were excepted from the contract with 

•" ^xingcr, at the present day, mc.-ins brother in law; in iTtli centtury Dutch, it to 
frequently used in the sense of son in law. 
**Coniclto Tcnatoi vaa BrendtdcB. 
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Mr PaauiL'. If lie used half of the 136 morgens, it would be 68 
morgens ; the are over ^yo morgens. That is quite enough for 
farm and pasture lan<l ; tlie hay they would have to get from outside 
the island, from the mainland or from the ui)i)er island'^. I shall 
hardly have time to write to WultJcrt. Do what your honor can 
and do not give up dealing with him, in order that I may obtain 
tlie cattle. 

Your honor recommends Brant Aartscnr"^ to tue. That would 
have been well had I known how things stood with my cattle which 
I feared were dead, but now it is too late; therefore I have agreed 
for the present with Jacob Planck, according to contract No. 16 
here enclosed, which your honor will please preserve, since he has a 
duplicate of it. Please to administer the oath to him as officer an«l 
have him select at least three schepens, who shall take the oath be- 
fore him; tlien he can convene them and hold court. For tliis I 
have given him two books, namely, Damhouzvcr on Criminal pro- 
cedure and the Ars Notariatus. But I am disappointed in him; 
there is not as much in him as I thought. However, I have engaged 
him ; I hope that he will turn out better. It is best that he should 
not have a large salary and should go at his own expense. Your 
honor must give him some instructions and cause him to make care- 
ful notes of the farms of Notelman and fh'jlci'clt and also of the 
cattle, and let him settle with the people, but subject to my approval, 
since some have received money here. 

N. B. I find by the Company's books that I am charged for much 
provisions and merchandise, whidi my people are said to have ob- 
tained. If they go on in this way they will soon eat me up. Some 
are there at my expense as to board, others not, so that a distinction 
must be made. I wish that henceforth none of my people shall at 
their own request receive a stiver's worth from the Company and 
have it charged to my account. But those who want anything may 
apply to Jacob PUmck, the officer, and let him apply to your honor 
or the respective conimiscn. who can give him what he needs upon 
receipt, so that I may know how the matter stands. I sec that Roc- 
loff Janssen has grossly run up my account in drawing provisions, 
yes, practically the full allowance [even] when there was [enough in] 
stock.*'* I think that his wife, mother and sister and others must 
have given things away, which can not be allowed. He complains 
that your honor has dismissed him from the farm and your honor 

" Brant AerUen van den SlUhtenhorst, who later plays an important part in the 
hiBtorr of die colony. N. db R. 
"^jat gtmetehsatm t'voUe nnttotn altstr voomet geweest Is. 
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writes !iie tliat lie wanted t(j leave it. As to the wagons, plows, etc.. 
which are needed on my farm, and also on yours and those of ll'olf- 
fcrt Gcrritscn and otliers on the M auhatufis, employ my wagon 
maker Lubbcrt Gijsbcrtsscn : he can send them down on sloops or he 
can come down for a time in order to make them at the Manhatans. 
Jan Everts:: Bout is }<oinj^ thither also; he has ofTered me his 
services, but the shirt is nearer to me than the coat. Mr Paamv re- 
quests that yoiM" honor will keep on ijood terms with Cornclis van 
I oorst and that your honor will help him as much as can be done 
without damaj4^e to the Comjiany so that these local dissensions-^ 
may finally cea>>e. 1 trust that tlu- instructions which are to be 
issued thrijus^h the efforts of Mr Cocnracts will not be conceived in 
such hostile spirit-' [toward the patroons] as the precedinix. 

The 51 whole and 14 half beaver skins comini; from my colony, 
have been handed to me, although with protest. 1 hope that the pa- 
troons by [the time] the next [ship sails] will have the free trade 
in furs, even [in exchange] for merchandise, unless some restric- 
tions arc added. Their High Mightinesses have appointed to settle 
this question Messrs Arnhem, Weeiic and Donck, who well under- 
stand the rights of the colonies and the population and that the 
first a<lventurers ought to be favored in order to tempt others to 
follow. We find it not advisable to enter on this before the de- 
l)arture of tiiis ship; but as soon as it has sailed, we shall come to it 
(Ciod w illing) and vigorou.sly attack the management of Vogelaer. 

Please take charge of any grain raised in mv colony for which 
Jacob Planck has no use. and deliver it to the C ompany. I hope 
however that he will be able to use it all for brandy-making and 
beer-brew inq:. if he only understands tlie business. I have had him 
examined by Chics Clacss**. He requests that your honor will at 
my charge provide him w ith a comfortable little boat so that he can 
sail to and fro, w hich will lu a favor to me as will all that may be 
further granted to my advantage. 

Regarding the grass and grain scythes which Gcrrit dc Rcux de- 
livered by my order to Mr Paamv, I have no memorandum thereof; 
let Rcux give me an explanation, since Mr Panu:,' nUn knows 
nothing about it but says tliat Cornclis van Voorst himself delivered 
" such things to Reux, I am surprised that Marijn can not raise any 
tobacco. JTe can not understand it rightly or must have taken up 
too much land which he has not cleared well or not sufficiently 

^inlandsche oorlogtn; literally, inland wars. 

* niet met Mulcken possit eutten xtrmenght tifn; literally,, will not be mixed with 
luch passion. 
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spaded and broken up. If I liad a supply of brandy ajid were pro- 
vided with a slfjop, he would do for a skipper to cruise alonj:i^ the 
coasts of New Xetherland and the adjacent settlements and sell 
it accordinq^ t< » tlic Freedoms to our people, the savai^cs and others, 
at places where the Company has no commis for furs as beavers, 
otters, etc.. and at all places for seawan or for money, as is allowed 
everywhere by the af«'re>-aid b^reedoms. 

Mr Pauitzv and 1 have been busy tryinj^ to send over a ship with 
youn*:;^ cattle, but as they demanded too nnich, and I did not know 
how matters stood in my colony, and wc were not yet quite settled 
with the Company, we have let it rest. We also intended to send 
over carpenter^. T\Cf^ar<linLr the brickkiln, T can not yet say much; 
at any rate I must be paid for the clay of which the former bricks 
were made, as it was from my land; of which I have here notified 
the Company and also Crol. 

I wish that the remaining little islands and also the land that is 
on the east side of the river and belongs to the Maltycans, had been 
Thought also. Re pleased therein to do your best, and give Jacob 
Planck instructions what to do. If the savages make a sale, let the 
transfer be made before my officer and the court o£ Rensselaers- 
wyck, using the form that Mr Faauw is now sending over to Cor- 
nelis van Voorst. Ask him to give your honor a copy of it, only 
changing in it mutatis mutandis the names of the officers and colo- 
nics: he calls Cornelis ran Vnnrst his chief officer,^" and I desire 
for my own reasons that Jacob Planck shall as yet not be otherwise 
entitled than as officer. N. B. Do not fail to get a copy of this 
form from van Voorst and give Jacob Planck a copy, not like that 
which van Voorst has, but changed as it must be for Jacob Planck, 
I fear I shall hardly have time to write out the instructions for 
Jacob Planck, as the lighter is ready to sail. Your honor can give 
him as many extracts from this letter as he needs, and also from the 
previous instructions 1 gave your honor for Rut<^er Hcndnckssf*, 
adding to them what seems best to you and ordering him in my 
name to act accordingly. If you do not possess the books of Dam- 
hauwer and the other, be sure to read these copies freely, since the 
court of Amsterdam generally follows this author, and recommend 
this also to Jacob Planck. As to clover seed, I would have sent 
some to your honor, but mine is on the way from Italy, shipped from 
Venice, and here there b little for sale and it is extremely dear, 

hooft officer; the term used in former days to distinRuish the puhlic prosecutor of 
■ c«nnrt luTiiis full criiatnal jurisdiction frocn tlie <^kUr, or proseeator, of a local 
court wbieli bad dhrit and limited criminal jurisdiction only. 
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besides beingf good for notliiii*^ since very little has come up from 
the last at Craloo:^ If anotiicr sliii> follows, and den li'alvis has 
lain ready for seven months, I shall provide your honor with it. 
The con f raters, however, will not send out tlie ship i£ they can not 
obtain the freedom of the fur trade. 

I am well aware of the advantaj^es of the Fresh River. I have 
also spoken to DonipscUicr about it, but every one is afraid on ac- 
count of the disputes and opposition that arise. Blomntacrt lonj^ 
ago registered his colony there; we may see how it will turn out 
after the decision of the States [General]. Some years have 
ciai)se(l as a result of these disputes, so that the four years'*^' should 
not be counted to he^in till after the aforesaid decision has Ijccn 
given and all disputes settled. It is bad that the I jiglish are begin- 
ning to get a footliold there. P.nt Mr Vo(^clacr docs not worry 
much about this, 1 think, since he says he would ratlier be bitten by 
strange dogs than by his own. 

The prices which the English ask for their cattle are not at all 
reasonable. I should think it quite unadvisable to i)ay any way 
near so high a price, for I notice that they are very apt to die and 
then the money is lost; let us keep to those which arc to be found 
in the country or which we send from here. I have heard here that 
Captain Stoon^- has been killed by the savages. 

There is nuich to criticize in the l)ill of WulfTcrt Gcrritsz, there- 
fore refer him to me. lie can not claim monthly wages when he h 
not in my colony, according to the copy of his instructions. No. 17. 
When he conies here, we will settle in all fairness. 

T have paid f5o to the wife of Laurens Laurcnsz" but I do not 
know how much is still owing to him. He bargained for no wages; 
all I have to do is to provide his board, or in place of board, pay 

".The patroon*s Mtate. CraUo, literally Crows-wood, in GooUomd, near Huiwen. It 

lies .T slmrf (livt iiicc from itic railwriy sinlioii of Nfiardcn-Bufsum. and lias ln-rn \m II 
kc|vt up for many years by its owner, a prominent Amsterdam merchant. The patroon's 
enerfry and perseverance transformed a Mndjr traet into a fine estate, traversed lijr long 
avenues of IhicIus and iirs, Witll groves of onks. The picture gallery of llic present 
owner stands on the site of the patroon's bouse. The estate is now subdivided, and the 
two villa-parks. Crmto and Loo, will soon be the most attractive of the en vt ro as of 

Aivster'tam. S. DE L. V R. S. 

*■ Period of time within which the patroons were required to plant a colony of 50 aoals. 

according to art. j of the Kreedonis and Kxcmptiuns. 

""The 8th [of June i'l the muruing. took our leave and went \ip the [Fresh] 

River and havinp prf>ccedc<I .itiout a haKur. we met between tWO high steep points 
sonic savages, in canoes, wlio had on KiiKlisIi clothes and amon^ them was one who 
had on a red scarlet mantle. I inquired how he came by the niantle; but they had some 
time ago killed one Copitryns Soon (Captain Stone] and his men in a small bark, from 
whom llicy olttaiiud tlu-^e clotlu?*. This was the cai«tain of whom I spoke in my first 
VcyaKe »o America. wiii>sc vessel was placed in surh distress that they ate one another 
and who finally lost his life here by the savages." De Vrics, Korte Historiael, p. i49-$o. 



Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 285 

him fioo yearly, while I have half of all that he earns. And I 
have no account of what he has done or has earned. He is also re- 
sponsible for the other two and for the advance money that I gave 
to Andries Christeussen, who ran away. 

I have told them I will give no more money before I have an 
accounting. Enclosed is his contract under No. 18. Herein is 
enclosed a letter from Mr Bloemaerf, No. 19, about the goods left 
with your honor by David Pietersse and Jan Tjepkens,^ skipper of 
'/ Eeckhamtgen, Be pleased to advise him what there is about 
this, and if there is any of it yet unsold that Jacob Planck or my 
people may need, let him have it upon giving his receipt. The 
goods which I am now sending with him, according to the invoice 
under No. £, I brought into the Company's warehouse and they 
were packed there by their own people in order to be subjected to 
no more openings or inspection, since Mr Paauw had a great dis- 
pute over their wishing to unpack his goods which were already 
packed; they released him from this, however, but it must be done 
on arriving in the country, which will not be the case with mine. 
I see also what cattle your honor has sent up the river. I hope 
that smce then you have also sent some horses, etc, thither and 
that the third farm will have been established before the arrival of 
this letter and that now the fourth can be started, which I have 
promised to Lubbert Ghijsbertss^, the wheelwright, according to 
contract No. F, herewith sent by Jacob Planck, I fear that you 
will lack farm hands. Those that came over with Retut and cost 
me a great deal you might try to get hold of again, wherever 
they may be, according to the nineteenth article of the Freedoms, 
of which I send your honor a printed copy under No. 20. The 
servants of Roeloff Janssen were engaged for four years from the 
time tiiey came to the country, that is to say, to my colony, so that 
it is a question whether their time will be up or not ; you might con- 
tract with them for one year more. There will no doubt be some 
excuse for making them stay one year more, even if an increase had 
to be g^ven them. 

I thank your honor for the young deer sent me by de Soutbergh; 
it died on the way, so it seems that I am unlucky with animals on 
the sea, since I lost my calves also. 

I have done my best to get a servant for your honor. So has 
your father. First we had the sons of Geertgen Michiels at Amers- 

» Probably the same Tan Ticpkcsz Schellinger, the skipper of the Rensselaerswyck, 
which sailed SciiU j$, i6j6. See log of that veMd printed on p. 35S-^ of this woric. 
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loort, who decided not to go; afterwards Jclian de Wael, who sails 
for Pernambuco; and now finally another who, your father thinks, 
is too truiiblesome since he was very rebellious during the Easter 
holidays. W'e will postpone it till further advice. If your honor 
could get a good English servant, those people are alert, respectful 
and obedient. 

In case of the Company ordering llunthum tu come to the Man- 
hatans, which I do not expect, pre>ent your alhdavits to the coun- 
cil which can declare him incumpelent and nuist make him retract 
his btatenienls.'*' Yuur honor can reatlily justify this action on the 
ground that the Company has had no knowledge of these slanders 
and this abusive language and if he still continues his mischief, 
since the magpie can not cease its hopping, send him home by reso- 
lution of the council. Some will vigorously protest against it, 
others will laugh and say that he only gets his deserts. But there 
must be reasons and no greater reasons can be found than that the 
savages are his enemies, especially if the slaughter of the cattle 
happened because of him ; also that he can not speak the language ; 
further if he has obtained but few furs, about which he boasted 
that he would do so much ; and whatever else serves tlie purpose. 

Coming to yours of September 14, sent by way of New England, 
i will persuade our confraters to give your honor a good reward, 
in case we receive the indemnity of 275 beavers. If they pay in 
seawan, it must be exchanged for beavers and sent here by the next 
ship under a proper bill of lading. If your honor can trade any of 
them so as to obtain animals from U'ulfcrt Gcrrilsa., do so, also 
for other animals. liut half of this would belong to Mr Paauw 
and he would have to pay half. 

I still can not allow anything el'-e than that there must be not 
two only but three farms on West Island, each of which would liave 
more than 40 morgens of land. They must draw their hay from 
another island. But if I'Vulffcri or his son came, I would rent to 
them So or 90 morgens on half shares, according to the contract 
with Hendrick Conduit under No. D aforesaid, or on such terms 
as your honor can agree on with hi n subject to my approval. The 
farmers want a great deal of land, tlicn they can take the best and 
let the rest lie fallow ; whereas 1 am looking for many people in 
order to increase my number. Think that Rensselaer has not even 
20 morgens of cultivated farm land, at least not much more; and 
what a fine farm that is. If a farmer therefore has 20 morgens of 

'* tHde op sijnen mont sal moeten clofpen. 
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fann land near his house and pasture land and hay fields besides 
he can easily make his living. So that there could easily be six 
farms on the island. This must come gradually as more cattle and 
people come; which you must bear in mind in making the con- 
tract with li'ulffcrt (Jcrritss\ Then act with caution. Only see 
that you buy his cattle on the most reasonable terms, for that is 
of the highest importance to me. I will send people enough here- 
after if only I have cattle. 

Your proposition to start a farm near Fort Orange is good, on 
the conditions as stated. But so long as Vogelaer is on the com- 
mission, there can be no dealings with the Company. Let my 
[officer] Jacob Planck talk it over some time with Hunthum and see 
what he thinks of it, whether he will take it upon himself ; if not, 
whether he will favorably reconunend it to the Company; and try 
him in this way. And if he refuses to consider it at all, make a 
note of it, since it would serve the interests of the Company and 
their fort would be better guarded and at less expense, as the people 
cotdd do double work watching the fort at night and working by 
day and I would pay the Company or the Company could pay me 
part of the expenses. Do not fail to have Jacob Planck request 
this of hun in writing, that he may take action thereupon, and if he 
write to your honor and the council about it, keep cool, else they 
would lay it to your charge that you had urged it, and this must not 
be. For no matter how favorable it is to the Company, if the pa- 
trooos get profit from it, it must be rejected. They would rather, 
suffer loss than that the patroons should prosper. An exceedingly 
bad disposition. The horses of Wulfert Gerriiss could be used on 
this farm and his son could live there. Marijn or Roelof with 
their wives could guard the house and cattle at night. 

If I have time I will write a short letter to Martten Gerritsen, 
Corler and Nootelman, also to IVulffert, If not, they must be sat- 
isfied with what I write to you. The wind is blowing strongly so 
that the lighter can not get off, else it would leave at once. 

This letter I send separately by Jacob Planck, and the docu- 
ments herein mentioned, from No. i to No. 20, in another packet, 
also separately, by the same Planck; also my remonstrance (under 
No. 21) which I presented to the Assembly of the XIX, copied 
by your brother Hendrick; also No. 22, being a letter written by 
Domine Badius to the minister there, Domine Euerhardus Bogar- 
dus; No. 23, a letter from your honor's father ; No. 24, one from 
Thomas van Wcly. As to whatever else is to be done in my affairs 
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I urge your honor to seek therein my greatest advantage, in which 

1 have confidence in you; and whatever I may have forgotten, be 
sure to supply it. I will do the same for your honor. I hope 
with the return of the ship d^Eendracht to receive particular infor- 
mation from your honor and the punctual reply to the contents of 
these. Wherewith closing, etc. 

Vale, 

Memorandum of the engagement of Hendrick Caistensx van 

Norden as farm laborer*^ 

AprU 26, 1634 

1634, tills (lay, the 26th of Aj>ril. eni^aged as farm laborer to 
serve hcnrick Conduit <»r sniiic one c'l>v uii my farm for the period 
of four years, commencing w illi his arrival in that country and to 
do willingly and diligently all kinds of farm work or whatever may 
be assigned to him, on the same conditions as other farm laborers 
are bound to observe. 

Ilcnrick Carstcnssc 'c an Xoodcn;^*^ 20 years old, has done farm 
work. Shall receive lu rix-dollars a year and as a present for his 
passage, both going and returning, two rix-tlollars, which have been 
paid to iiini at once. In witness of the trutli henrick Carsienssz 
has hereunder set his mark. Uone as above. 

[signed] the mark X of henrick 
Corsteiisss 

2 rixd. £5 

* • 

Kiliaen van Rensaelaer to Coenraet Notelman'^ 

April 2j, i6s4 

Coenraet Noottelman, in New Netherland, 27 Ai)ril 1634: 

I find myself with your favor of the <)th of May if>33 sent by 
(/(•;; // !//<•/>. that of the 2ist of July by den Southrrcli, and that 
of the iSth of Marcii by de i^ocdc hoof>c, to which I .shall reply 
t)rieny, for two nasons. I'irst, because the lighter will sail in a 
moment ; secoiuUy because you arc coming liome, as another officer 

» I'. R. B. Mss. Later B,n'k. f.jib. 

.Should be Nurden, in East Fricsland, which city, IQce the neii^boring Emdcn, 
became durinK the Spanish persecutions a refuge for many people from tlie nortkatl 

pTovimt s (if tlie .Wtlicrlands. See .'63, jit. 

w V. R. B. Mts, Letttr Book, i.7i. 



Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIEK MANUSCRIPTS 



289 



goes thither. I am very glad to sec tliat yim arc on good terms 
with my nepliew ll'outcr van Twillrr, director there; hope that you 
will continue thus to the last as there have been many false tongues 
and pens which have defamed him by gross lies. The skipper of 
de Gocdchoopc has not been to see me ; the money which you re- 
mitted, I paid to my brother in law, Johannes van W'cclcn, who 
handed it to your wife, but the fi05 1 have thus far not been a!)le 
to obtain as the directors of s^roenini^cn^^ are very particular because 
you have sent iio receipt. 1 Jiave written several letters about it, 
also spoken of it to some directors, but they say that it establishes 
a bad precedent to pay any money on the mere statement of the 
commis. You should have kept an account thereof and sent it to 
me here, for not having this I can not claim anything. When you 
come home, you must bring with you an authentic account thereof 
or the declaration of somebody who knows what you have furnished 
for the £165; Tyaerdt brongers makes such a statement, but they 
will not accept it on his authority. The tobacco, my brother in law 
has after very long delay been able to receive only under bond and 
he has sold the same and been obliged to pay out of it the amount 
which your account was short; this by way of information. As 
to the animals from the farm of Gerrit de Reus which you have 
used SO long and instead of increasing you have worn out and de- 
creased, I order my officer, jacob planck, to negotiate with you con- 
cerning them as is just ; commend him to the director. First, you 
ought to return the full number which you received, and as to the 
increase which I ought to have had as from other farms, you may 
see what agreement you can make in compensation for the fioo 
which you pay the Company on the decision of the council in New 
Netherland; but with the sayings of Rcwnunde I have nothing to 
do. The animals belonged to Gerrit dc rcti.v by purchase and he 
could sell which he wanted, as they ordered him home before the 
time. I shall protest to the council there as well as to the directors 
here against the damage which I suffer there, but that does not 
concern you. What concerns you and me, is that the animals 
which you have used belong to me and respecting this we must come 
to some agreement, but my loss because of their detention by the 
Company or by Crol, I shall certainly recover from the Company. 
This by way of information. I tliank you for the report of my 
colony, by which you have done me a great kindness; I shall re- 
pay it with gratitude. It is a pity that there are not more animals 

* Saiiif as (iritniiiKcn. or St;nli en l^nndrn. 
19 
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where there is such beautiful land. That the directors have said 
this and that to reumunde is all talk and does not matter here. 
They could sell their animals but once, which they have done, and 
having sold them they have no further power over reux and bylvelt, 
who would no doubt have served out their years but that they or- 
dered them home and would not allow them to return. The Com- 
pany can take away their farms which they have leased for six years, 
but the animals which they sold they can not take away again from 
any one without his consent 

I do not write thus to accuse you but to accuse the C6mpan> 
and in order that you may help me recover my loss from the Com- 
pany and that I may send the animals up the river at last. 

Protest of Kiliaen van Rensselaer to the West India Company 
on account of the detention of the animals of Gerrit Tlieius 
de Reux and Pieter Bijlvelt^ 

AprU 27, 1634 

TKA.NSLATKl) DY MRS ALAN H. STRONG 

Notice served on the directors of the West India Cwnpany by 
Notary Justus van de Yen in the name of Kiliaen van Rens- 
selaer, April 27, 1634 

Mr Kiliaen van Rensselaer, as patroon of his colony named 
Rensselaerswyck lying on the Nortli River of New Ncthcrland, 
notifies the lords directors of the Chartered West India Company. 
Chamber of this city, tliat a certain contract was entered into be- 
tween their honors and various farmers according to the conditions 
signed by both sides t)n January 8, 1630, by which your honors 
Sold and granted to each of tlio aforesaid coniractiug parties, being 
six in number, four horses, four cows, with their foals and calves, 
besides two lieifers, six sherp. six hogs, also wagotis. plows and 
like imi)leinents, on condition that they should pay therefor the sum 
of 600 guilders in six in>-lalnicnts ; iiuluding also two horses of 
three year-^, two cows of two years, three sheep and three hogs, 
as soon as the people should have l)red the same above the aforesaid 
number. I'nrther. to each of the aforc>^aid farmers was lea'^ed and 
appointed a suitable farm, provided with house, hay barrack and 

•Tlu" Iiticinal of this <l<>cinii< tif w.:.^ not aiiH.in: Ilic Rrnssrliicr Ih>:ciir ^f•f wlitii 

plarrd in titc hands of the present editor. It is printed in Dutch in Oud Holland, 
1890. 8.72-73, as Appendix C to Mr de Rocvrr't articles on die colony of RenHdaorB* 
wyclc 
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barn, with about 50 morgens of land, for the term of six years, 
beginning the first of May 1630, on such conditions and rent as are 
further mentioned in the aforesaid contract. 

Now thus it is, that Gerrit Mattheuss, de Reux, as purchaser of 
a portion of the aforesaid animals and tenant of farm No. 2, and 
Pieter Pieterss, Bijlevclt, likewise purchaser and tenant of farm 
No. 3, having paid their first instalment and the first year's rent, 
were shortly afterward, to their great injury and prejudice, sum- 
moned home by your honors and coining here were prevented from 
again returniijg thither in order to further improve the farms they 
had rented and which had been of great expense to them during 
the first year. Being deprived thereof and much alarmed because 
they could find no one who would take over the animals with the 
farms, they were obliged to abandon the farms and sell their 
animals to the complainant, who also bought the same from them 
for the sake of his above mentioned colony, undertaking to make 
the further payments and to deliver over the increase as he ob- 
tained it. 

Following such purchase the complainant ordered Wolfferi Ger- 
ritss, then his commis at the Manhatans to send all these animals 
at the first opportunity to his colony, which was hindered by 
Director BasHaen Janss Crol because he thought it unadvisable 
to deprive the farms of animals; these, however, were not in the 
least attached thereto, save only for the aforesaid time of six years, 
during which time the vendors would not have thought of selling 
them if they had not been called home and prevented from sailing 
thither again, or if they could have found buyers who would have 
taken the same with the farms. Being tlefeated in all tliesc plans, 
they were obliged to sell them to the complainant aAd as he is 
greatly injured by this delay and the number instead of increasing 
is daily diminishing (since they are used, not by the complainant's 
farmers whom he had tliereto appointed in his colony, but by 
others, and he must let his people run idle at his expense or be 
forced to discharge them with injury and loss, in addition to the 
charges which he had to pay for their transportation, about which 
he was forced to make public complaifit in his remonstrance de- 
livered to the Assembly of the XIX), and as it is better to pro- 
vide for redress before the injury jL5:ro\vs greater, therefore, — etc. 

[He summons them to cause the animals to be deHvcred and 
in case of refusal will hold tluiii responsible for his loss. 

'Hie notice was handed to Mr Arnault v. Lichcrt^cn, director. 

* 
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The notary went the following day to receive the answer. The 
president, Mr Haringhoek, said that they had spoken that 
morning with the complainant and that they had gpiven him pro- 
visional satisfaction; that he was to write a letter which the di- 
rectors would send with their letters and that the difference would 
be referred for final decision to the director of the Company in 
New Netherland. 

All this van Rensselaer confirmed to the notary.] 

N. DB R. 

Instructions to Jacob Albertsz Planck, schout^ 

April 27, 1634 

Instructions prepared and iN>u<.-<l l)y Kiliucn 7\in Rensselaer as 
patroon of liis ciluny called Rcn>sfhu'rs\wck for laeob .Ubertss 
phiiiek, in the capacity of officer of the aforesaid colony, accordinjj 
to which he must faithfully govern hinibclf, this 25th of April, in 
Amsterdam. 

Wlicn he arrives on board ship he shall take _L,^ood care that the 
goods sent with him accordin;^' to invoice herewith enclosed under 
letter E be i)roi)erly loaded and receive suitable places where they 
may l)e kept dry atid in good couflilion, and in case the barrels 
are too large, so tiiat they can not be slowed in the shi(). he shai! 
use the bags which have been given hini and ])ut the malt therein. 

Als«», that the men wIkj sail in my sers ice according to the memo- 
randum, may be pr(nide<l with proper quarters. 

As soon as the ship with (loij's belj) gets ready to put out to sea. 
lie shall prepare a list of the nun who sail for niv account and seuil 
the same to nie with notice whether the g»x)tls have come on 
l>oard in good condition. 

lie- sliall not neglect at ever\ < '|)portunily which oilers on tho 
way to advice me of what hapi)ens. 

On his arrival by ( lod'> mercy in Xew Xctherland. he shall give 
my greetings to Director W outer ViVi I'-.^iUer, hand him the letters 
and memoranda eiitrusteil to him, and reciuot him at the firs: 
oj)portunity to administer the proper oath of fidelity tmvard me. 
to him. Jacob Albertss:: Planck, instca<l <»f to }\i(t<^cr henrickssz 7'aii 
Socstf according to previous power of attorney.'*^ 

♦ i h'. H M.ts. Letter Book, f.yoh. Extract in F. Jf. B. Mss 36. 

" rit.lt- tiy lr i-i rste occasie hem vertotektn volgens myne voorgaenth' procurotie in 
plactse van Kutger henrickssM ran SotSi htm Jacob Aibertts* Planck afftentmen den 
t9h»»rfyeken Eedt von getrouwieheyt tot mynen behoevt. Sec note on p. 63. 
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Wliicli having been done, he ^ha^ witli the nf(iresni<l (hrcctor 
c.Trcfiilly consider and nolo what animals and tools tlure arc to be 
moved up the river, before his departure takinij a note aKo of the 
condition of tlie farms of N (U>ltr!mim and nylrirhit and dihi^ently 
inquiring whetlicr any of my men have ciiteretl any one else's 
service in order to take them again mU^ my service in case 1 should 
need them and tliey prove suital)le to me. 

lie shall ci^nfer with Director 7'an Twillcr as to how many 
farms I can for tiie present ("^tablish in my colony and what sort 
of iK'0|)lc mav be mo>t suitable for that jnn-pnse and, as I have no 
time to extend these in>lrnctions sufficiently, the aforesaid 7'aii 
Tii'Ulcr will ])lease sui)plement these instructions from the previous 
instructions given him for Riitt^crt 11 rtuiric.vss^ 7'an Socst as well 
as by what he shall deem serviceable to me and 1)y what I liavc 
written him in the letter, which f^Janck must follow as if 1 had done 
it myself and written it with niv own hand. 

If any of my men need anv provision'^ or other neccssarie> 
aside from those which I sen<l along, thev shall make the same 
known to the aforesaid oflicer Jacoh f^laiick. wlio shrdl make a 
note thereof and request the ^ame wholesale of tiie coniini'srn of 
th.' Toinpany at a reasonable [)rice. a^ [ in return shall furnish 
them from what I have in stock, giving .and rec^'iving proper re- 
ceipts on botli sides, and «if this lacoh phuwk shall make a pro|)er 
distribution among mv luen and keei» a correct account thereof, 
issuing notliing extravagantly but luanaging the whole carefully. 
At all ovents. it i-> mv decided wish that notie of tuy men shall 
privately get an\ thing at my charge from the cnniilsrii of the 
C 'imj)any. but everything by the order anil management of the 
aforesaid Jacob planck. 

W'liile at the M aiihataus, he sjiall with the director seek to brinpf 
about that li'uitfcrl Girritss.: or his son move up the river with 
some animals, on reasonable terms, being willing to give him the 
terms of Hcndrick Conduit according to the accompanying contract 
under No. D. 

X. [5. Further, to take care not to furnish to any one more than 
is due to him, but having tliem e me credit for the money w hich 
I have furnished and advanced Ihcni here, telling jnspar fcrlijn 
what my agreement is with Maryn Adrtacnssa, of which agreement 
as well as of that with him. Jasper fcrlyn, the originals are here- 
with enclosed under the letters K, L, M, together with the receipts 
of what I have paid here. 
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As soon as possible, he shall proceed on his voyage up the river 
and it would be well if some animals went along too, also the 
goods which were sent with him from here and some suitable 
servants. 

On his arrival there, with God's help, he shall settle on West 
Island, first trying to store his goods safely, then causing his house 
to be erected in the appointed place and further doing everything 
that the contract which he has entered into with me implies. 

At the first opportunity he shall choose three schepens from 
among the fittest of my colonists, and administer to them the 
proper oath, so that he can hold court if need be,^ and in order 
that everything may proceed in an orderly manner, I give him 
three books to t|dce along, which he must keep carefully and study 
diligently, to wit: Ars notariatus; Damhouwcr int Crimmeel; and 
further, praxcos CivUis, ofte maniere van Procederen, under Nos. 
Q, R and S. 

He shall take care that the men work diligently, every one ac- 
cording to his contract, causing the carpenter to complete the houses 
and build the enclosures for the animals, and in particular he shall 

have the poisonous weeds destroyed. 

And in order that he may establish as many' farms as possible 
in the aforesaid colony, attention shall be paid to the following. 

First, the animals which Commander Wouter van Tzvillcr may 
have bought for the aforesaid patroon, separately, before the de- 
livery of the contract made with Mr Paauu\ as well as his half of 
those which may be bought thereafter. 

Then, the three young horses, to wit, two mares and one stallion 
bought of Peter Minuit, which [stallion] Director van Tzvillcr 
would like to have exchange'! idr an old mare, but this can not be 
done as the patroon can establish a farm witli the sai<l three horses, 
being willing to pay run Twiller for their care as much as he shall 
wish. 

Further, the atiiiTials which IVulffcrt Gcrritsscn or his son may 
bring up the river. 

Finally, as many animals as he shall sec fit to send up the river 
from farms Xos. 2 and 3, of Cerrit de Rk HX and Bylerrlt, who 
bought the said animals and tools and in turn sold and dclivere l 
them to him, the patroon, absolutely, without restriction as to 

^ Byde eerste gflcgcntlu-yt sal Uij cHi^rrcn ilryc Schcf <"">''• '^<' hnjun^'niste uij't tnvH 
Votek dettlve affnemende den behooriycken Ecdt op dot hy det noots sijndt dt Rechh 
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term of lease, except only that the patroon has agreed to pay the ' 
balance of the purchase money to the Company and to return the 
number of two horses and two cows when he has thcin to spare. 
It must be noted that in the contract wliich the farmers have made 
with the Company, a copy of which is herewith enclosed under No. 
V, two things are to be consitlered : first, the sale of horses, cows, 
wagons, plows, etc., for the sum of f6oo, to be paid in six years, 
tc^ether with two horses, two cows, etc., to be returned when they 
have them to spare, which sale is final and neither may nor can 
be retracted without consent on both sides ; secondly, a lease of the 
farms with the houses thereon for the term of six years and no 
longer, on condition of payment of the sixth sheave, the delivery 
of one firkin of butter and the grain to the Company, etc., at the 
end of which period the animals remain in the possession of the 
purchasers and the farms revert to the Company and each is 
allowed to do with his own as he sees fit, without stipulation on the 
part of the Company that the animals must remain at the Man- 
hatans. But, as the Company has ordered Gerrit de Reux and 
Pieler Bylevelt home before the expiration of their term and would 
not permit them to return thither, they are thereby released from 
the terms of the lease and still Kave a claim on the Company for 
the profits which they might have made on the farms during the 
remaining years and for the loss which they suffered by reason of 
being obliged to sell their animals and tools at a low and poor 
price to him, Rensselaer, nobody at the Manhatans being willing 
to accept them; and although he, Rensselaer, bought the said 
animals with no other view and for no other purpose than to 
transport them to his colony, willingly agreeing to pay the Com- 
pany the dues which they could claim by virtue of the sale, they 
have nevertheless refused to let him have the same, which loss he 
expects to recover according to his remonstrance delivered to the 
Assembly of thd XIX, as the number of the said animals has not 
only not increased and grown, but decreased and become less ; and 
in order that no further loss may result therefrom, Rensselaer re- 
quests once more that the animals and tools which still remain on 
the aforesaid two farms may be made free and placed at his dis' 
posal to be transported to his colony, otherwise he will hereafter 
seek to recover the loss which he may still incur and have to suffer 
in such manner as he shall see fit. 

These instructions broken off on account of lack of time shall 

**Note in handwriting of Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 
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be completed in my name by Director IVouttcr vn T ivillcr. This 
27th of April 1634, at Amstcrtlam. Umlcrncath was written: 
KVR, 

List of papers given to Jacob Albeitsz Planck^ 

[April Jj, 16s i] 

The foltowing papers given to Officer lacoh Planck to take with 
him: 

ABC Three extracts, one of the 19th of December 1633, one 
of the 2^h of March 1634 from the Assembly of the 
XIX, and one of the 24th of November 1633 from the 
Chamber of Amsterdam 

D Contract made with Hcndrick Conduit, who has given it 

up 

E Names of the persons who will now sail, with the in- 

voice of the goods which I send by jacob Planck to 
be sold in that country 

F Contract made with Luhbcrt Chysberisss Rademakcr 

van Blaricum 

G H Two copies of the contracts made with Mr Mkhicl 

Paauw, N^ 8 and 9 above 
I Copy of the permit to Pieter Pielerss:^ to sell his 

animals 

K L M Original contracts with Manjn Ariacnscn and jaspar fcr- 

lijn and receipt for certain moneys 
N Copy of the contract made with Cornclis Teuniscn van 

Brcttckelen, carpenter and mason 
O A rough drawing of the colony of Rensselaerswyck 

P Instructions given to Jacob planck to take with him 

Q R S Three books: Ars Notariatus, Damhouder, Maniere tfan 

Procederen 

T Abstract of payments made to my men here 

V Copy of the contract with the farmers 

W Protest to the Company on account of the animals of 

rcux and bylcvclt, which the notary has gone out to 

scrve^** 



« V. R. n. ^fss. T.i tirr Book, f.74. 
•Pictcr Pictersz Itijivclt. 

••The iMt four items in the handwriting of Kiliaen van Rensselaer. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to the director and council in New 

Netherlands^ 

AprU 29, 1634 

To the director and council of the Chartered \\ est In(ha Com- 
pany in Xew Netherland 

This 20th of April 1634 

Honorable, i)nuk'nt, very di>creel geiitlenien : l*>nclosed 1 >cud 
vuiir honors a coj)y of the protest mrule in niy name to the lords 
directors of the Chartered \\\st India Company. Chamber of this 
city, tlemanding (hat they tnrn over to me the animals, wagons 
and otiier luul^ which are still on the re--pective farms of s^^crni 
(/<• li ux and ptctcr Iuli^:\it, also that they rej)ay me fur the damai^e 
already sn tiered by reason of tiic detention and in case of refusal 
still to be sufTered. 

But inasmuch as the said directors liave entered into further 
consultation with me and agrei-d to send the said protest with this 
open letter to you under cuvei from themselves, I herel>y very 
kindly re(|iust y« "U to lake this lualttr up without delay, duly con- 
siik rinjj;- that neither (/(• Ri tix nor I'ictcr bijlcvclt are cause of the 
removal of the animals before the slijndated time of six years, 
but the Company it-elf. which has summoned them home and i)re- 
viiitrd tiiem from returning- thither; for if thc-y eject from farms 
belon^dng to the C«»mpauy, they can not with reason refuse the 
said peoi)le the permission to take w ith them the animals and tools 
wliich belong to them and which, not being able to find any pur- 
chaser at tlic manhataiis, they were obliged to sell to nic for my 
colony. 

I d(Mii)t nut therefore but the director and council will under- 
stand this a^ I do, the more scj as the Comj)any will thereby not 
be inconvenienced in the ba^t. as there are plenty of <»ther animals 
at the Maiihatans which the farmers according to their contracts 
are bound to deliver to the ("ompany; however, if the aforesaid 
two farms shall l)e put in the same condition as the six farms were 
when first leased. I am willing to take one of them on the former 
terms. I hope that Officer dincklagcn, wlio now sails thitber. will 
take the other for himself, as thereby much damage and trouble 
which must otherwise necessarily result will be avoided and no one, 
as far as the future is concerned, will be ofTended, And as to what 
is past, if Officer nottelman gives me animals equal in number and 

" V, R. B. M*s, Letter Book, t.jfh. 
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<jiialily l<» iliusc lu- rcccivi-d 011 tlic farm of Rrux, I am willini; to 
aliow fur the increase ami gruwtli l)v the yearly payment to th^ 
(\<mpany of floo, snhject to arhitratit )n and decision l)y the di- 
rector and council as to who *»i us shall reimburse the oUier; and 
in case the same should not be deci led w ith nottclnuni before hi» 
departure, I shall be oblige 1 to seek redress from the Company, 
which has detained them throui^h its director, Croll. Wut relyini^ 
on your honor's discretion I hoi)e that it will end in such way that 
nobody will be olTended or curtailed in his riL,dits, but in the oj^po- 
site case this enclosed protest will serve nie to maintain my good 
right. 

And as I have proposed several other thincTS to the lords directors 
which tluy ha\e likewise referred to your honors, I shall make 
brief mention thereof. 

l'"irst, as my mill in the colony, where the grain for the men of 
I'ort Orange is ground, is of great consequence to the Company 
inasmuch as the Company has no other mill there and as the same 
IS situatetl somewhat far from my house standing on the farm of 
di'lactsburgh and could easily be damaged by the savages (to great 
inconvenience, especially in the winter season wdicn the water is 
closed and one can not get dow n any more**) I would request thai 
two or three persons from the garrison of Fort Orange with their 
arms might in turn be ordi red to protect and defend the said mill, 
in return for whicli 1 untlertake to cause a suitable guardhouse to 
be built at my expense in which they can defend themselves, which 
in any event will also serve as a good watchhouse against any 
attack which the savages may attempt Secondly, to prevent a<( 
much ae possible all unnecessary expenses, that five or six persons 
from the aforesaid 'garrison of Fort Orange may be permitted to 
work during the day on the farms which I intend to establish 
around the aforesaid fort and during the night 1)e required to keep 
close watch, on condition that I pay their board and tlu- Company 
the wages, or I the wages and the Company the boanl ; and in this 
way, one hantl washing the other, great unit\ and love may be 
brought about between the men of the fort and those of my colony 
so that they may assist each other faithfully in time of nee<l. 
Thirdly, that the comniis at Fort ( )range may expressly be charged 
by the director and council, according to article 25 of the Freedoms 
of the patroons, to take all my people, houses, animals and other 
things under the Company's protection and defense; as I on my 

*That !!>: tlic i><i>|>lc can not get to New Amsterdam when the Hudson fs frozen. 



Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



299 



side, have ordered my officer to assist tlic Company ur iis people 
with Hfc and limb in all daiii;ors tiiat. uc*.ur. Lastly, that there may 
be granted to me as a loan or on pr(){)er security, one of the two 
brew kritles which are in that country and that the coinmiscn of the 
Company and my oiTicer may nniiually accommodate one another 
at moderate ])rices with thai winch one lia^ to spare anil the othc" 
needs; whereui)on 1 shall be please 1 t'< receive at the first oi)por- 
tunity y<»ur favorable resolution so far a> the service of the Com- 
pany will allow, and liiially, pray Cod Almighty, etc. 



Order of Michiel Pauw to Kiliaen van Rensselaer for payment 

of biU« 

April 30, 1634 



19 persons i child 
6 persons 3 children 

25 persons 4 chiMren 
the children at half pay, 
there are 27 persons at 
10 st makes f 13 :io. 
amounts for my share 
to £3:15'-* 



[Endorsed I 1634 2 May 
rcijnicr pamv 



Mr Kiliaen van renselacr will please 

pay my son Reynier paauw 

22 wheat bags at 18 stivers each Ug 16 

I schepel colza f 2 10 

the share in a tun of beer, four cheeses 
and 16 loaves of bread, costing 13 
guilders 4 stivers — so much thereof 
as your honor in justice shall find 
proper. 

I have 19 persons and one child 
Done 30 April 1634 

[signed] M Paauw 
Received from the hands of Kiliaen wt 
Renselacr on account of his colony of 
Rensselaerswyck the sum of f26:i for 
the aliove account; this 2d of May 
1634 in Amslordani** 

[signed] Reyntcr paauw 

. . . f22:6 



^y.R.B.ifss 8. 

** Marginal note and form of receipt in handwriting of Kiliaen van RensMlaer. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Pieter Roeloff sz<»> 

[May, i634f] 

Pieter Roehffsen, burgomaster at Szvol 

Worthy, wise, prudent, very discreet Sir: According to the 
advice of our cotifrater, Mr Michael Paauic, 1 send you herewith 
tlic papers lu be handed to the advocates, Bot^rcvc, Jttensum^' and 
Tzi'ccnliuyscn, rc([ucstins^ your honor to be pleased to do this at the 
first opix)rtunity an<l to procure in ihc speediest manner the sokition 
of the proposed questions, as the matter will be ^ubmitted to their 
lli<;li M igliliiiesses' c< 'innilllee nn l ue^dav after Pinkster, at the 
llai;ne, whereby yon will do us a sin-nlar favor which we shall 
not neL^leet tu return i;ralefullv whenever there is opportunity, 
l*lea:->e return the d«)euineiit> tu nie, addressing" your honor's letter 
to me. the underwritten, re>iding. etc., in order that they may not 
be lost. Wherewith ending, and Vale. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jacob Albertsz Planck^ 

May 2, i6s4 

To Jacob planck, officer of Rensselacrswyck, at Texellt on the ship 
d'eendracht 

2 May 1634, in Amsterdam 

Enclosed I send you an o()cn letter to the director and council in 
New Nethcrland together with the protest^ which I thought the 
lords directors would have enclosed in their letter; but as they 
could not qtiite decide I send it herein under cover, to read over 
the contents and transmit it thus open in my name, to the director 
and council, requesting an answer to the points therein mentioned 
and, in case of refusal as tu the animals, that the enclosed pro- 
test may have its course. Before you transmit the letter, copy the 
protest and the letter, and if the matter can in any way be equitably 
settled, prefer peace to troutile as I judge also that the directors will 
write likewise to the director and council to do what is right. If 
they had enclosed my writing [it would mean that] they had com- 
pletely granted my request; they have therefore made difficulty 
about enclosing; it in their letters, and the work has been impeded 

« y. R. B. Mss. Letter Book. f.76b. 

Should probably be Itlcrsum, 
"V.ILB, Mss, Lettsr Book, tji. Tbb tetter b in the handwriting of Kiliaen van 
Rensselaer. 

** Protest to the West India Company, April 27, 1634, printed on p. 290^2. 
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.somewhat also because Mr Voi^clacr"'' has resigned his cominis- 
sioiiership'''*' of N'cw Netlierland. 1 lerewith, ^-a/r, 

N. B. That I have also kept here a copy of the protest with the 
report of the notary, placed with other papers of mine which 1 have 
kept here. Memorandum. 

Arbitration of accounts of Pieter Bijlvelt and Kiliaen van 

Renaselaer^^ 

June 21, i6$4 

After submission of the case at issue between Mrs bylcvelts, 
plaintiff, and Mr Kiliaen van rensclaer, she claiming the sum of 
8o guilders in payment for a cow and also 50 guilders as balance of 
a larger amount in the matter and transfer of a farm with its ap- 
purtenances on the Manhatas in New Netherland, the underwritten 
arbiters have rendered the decision that Mr rcnselacr shall pay 
Mrs Bylevclt the sum of 90 guilders, once, and that therewith the 
open account shall be liquidated and settled once and for all. In 
witness whereof this has been sijjncd, 21 July*"'^ 1634 at Amsterdam, 
[signed] M Paauiv 

Hendrick HoocJicanicr 

I, the underwritten, hereby acknowledge having received from 
the hands of kiliaen van Rensselaer the above stated sum of 90 
guilders and thank him for the due payment of all that was still 
outstanding between him and my husband piettcr pietiersen bij- 
levelt Done at Amsterdam this 25th of June 1634. 

[signed] gertrutjt bijleuells 

36 Rd at 50 St fpo 

[Endorsed] Papers of Pieter Bijleveldl concerning the cattle 
bought of him. 

1634 : 25 June 
P'; Bylevelf . . . fQO 

" Marcus de VogeUer, director of the West India Coiniiany, Chamber of Amsterdam. 
DeLaet. JaerKfek VtfhaH, introd. 

Commischap, 
" y. R. B. \fss 10. 

■* Probably an error for 21 June 1634. 
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Examinatioii of Bastiaen Jansz Krol^ 

June 30, 1634 

TRANSLATED BY MKS ALAN U. STRONG 

Examination of Bastiacn Janss Crol, former director of New 
Netherlands being 39 years of age, conducted at the request of 
the patroons by Noiar> Justus iKin de Ven, at Amsterdam, the 
30th of June 1634 

1. In what capacity, and for how l«»tu; lie was in the service of 
tlu- West India Company in New Nethcrland. 

He states that he set out as comforter of the sick and made a 
voyage and stay of 7)4 months in that country. He went out for 
the second time in tlie same capacity, and after he had been away 
about 15 months, he was appointed to tlie directorship at Fort 
CVanL,'^c on the North River and held the same for three years. 
The third time he went out again as director of Port Orange and 
to the best of his recollection served again for about two years. 
After which he was elected director general of New Netherland at 
Fort Amsterdam on the island Manhatcs, lying at the montli of 
the aforesaid North River also named Mauritius, and served in this 
office 13 months. 

2. \\ hether, when residing at Fort Orange, he did not hear from 
the chiefs of the Maquaas that there had fonnerly traded with them 
a certain Hans Joriss Hontom, who had first for skipper Jacob 
Eclkens, whom he later employed as his supercargo. 

Yes. 

3. Whether a misunderstanding did not arise between himself 
and Hontom, who had taken prisoner one of the chiefs. 

Yes. 

4. Whether, although the ransom was paid by the chief's sub- 
jects, Hontom, in spite of his promise, did not emasculate the 
chief, hang the severed member on the stay and so killed the 
Sackima.^ 

Yes. 

•This dnctimcnt wa< not in the I'on R'mxcUicr Bnwifr collection when placed in the 
hvnia of the ftrewnt Hitfir. It is printed in Dutch in Oud HoUani, 1800, ttaSr-Sp. as 
ArrxTi'^''^ IT '"^ Roevcr's articles on the co1<iny Rrnssel.ierswyrk tindrr tlic 

title: InterroRotoir van Basliaen Jansz Crol, geivezen dtrecleur in Nicuw-Nederland, 
omd 39 faren, ten xtnoekt der patrpntn, geho»d0H door den notoris Justnt van if Ven, 
te Amflcr.him, den .^' 1634, 

** Dutcb for sachem, diief. 
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5. Whether in 1633, while he, Crol, was still director of New 
* Netherlands the above named Hans Hontom did not come in the 

capacity of director of Fort Orange and councilor in New Nether- 
land. 
Yes, 

6. Whether he did not see that a month after the arrival of 
Hontom, there had also arrived Jacques Eelkcns, coming with his 
flute®* from London, and whether he did not at once go up the 
river to Fort Orange. 

Yes. 

7. \\1ictlur he was not asked l>y liis snccessrir, the new <lireetnr 
ivn l'z\.-Ulcr, to go again to Fort Orange in the service of the W. 1. 
Company, in order to prevent Eelkcns from trading there. 

Yes. 

S. W'iu'ther, wlien he came np there, Jacques Eelkcns was not 
already tliorc and tra«hng in a tent he had erected behiiul Castle 
Island on the mill creek. 

Yes. 

<). Whether the sloop f,f Eelkcns was not lying directly in front 
of the wall of Fort Orange and trailing there. 
Yes. 

10. Whether he [Crol\ diii nrit station himself with lii^ hoat ir. 
the Maquaas-kil ahove the fort, in order to cut oil the Maqitaas 
from reaching Eelkcns. 

Yes. 

11. Whether on the following day, flonto)n did not come t<» fi ll 
him that he might as well go away as he could manage the matter 
himself. 

Yes. 

12. Whether Iiclkcns <lid not g. • often to the f<jrt and whether 
Hontom dill not often eat in the tent. 

Yes. 

13. How long Eelkcns traded there. 
Four to five weeks. 

How manv skins he obtained. 
About 400. 

14. Whether he, when he was at Fo- t Orange, was not present, 
when Saggodryoclita, head chief of the Maquaas, came, and seeing 

** Flute: a long vessel of boat, witli ilat rit)s or floor timbers, round behind and swelling 
ill m middle, 
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Ilontom, at once packed up his skins and rising up, said, "That 
man is a scoundrel, i will not trade with him." 
Yes. 

15. Whether soon afterwards, the Company's yacht de Bever 
was not burned by tlie savages near Fort Orange. 

Yes. 

lO. \\ hether the tribe of the Macquaas, shortly before be left 
I^'ort Orange (hd not tell him, as he understood their language, 
liiat they would kill the said Hans Jorissoi Ilontom the first time 
ih< y should iind him alone, and whether he had not warned Hontom 
aljout this. 

Yes. 

What answer Uoutoui made thereto. 

'* That the Macquaas might do tlieir best," or something to that 
effect. 

17. Whether, on the 20lh July, 1633, as he, Crol, lay ready to 
sail for tiic fatherland, a Mahican savage, named Diclcop, did not 
come bringing the tidings to the island Manhatcs, that all the cattle 
in the neighliorhood of Tort Orange had been killed. 

iS. Whether the director Piclcr Mintiicl, the predecessor of Crol, 
bad not ordered Corni'lis 7'(in Forst to keep two of the four young 
cows which were with calf. 

Yes. 

Where this happened. 

In the bouse ol Cornclis inn Vorst at Pnriniid , in the prc'^cncc 
of Pictcr BijlcT-clt and shortly 1)efnrc the dej)ailurc of Minuit. 

10. Whether .hulrics llnJdcn, commis of stores, did not also 
furni.sh a cow to van Vorst, 

Yes. 

20. Whether Woutcr van Tn'ilU r, director, in March i'^*^^. about 
10 months after the delivery, took away these cattle from Cornells 
van Vorst, 

Yes. 

I'or what reason? 

lie said lie ha<l bought them frcin Minuict. 

21. Wiiether van 2 wilier did not give van Vorst three other cows 
in their place. 

Yes. 

[Signed] 

Witnesses, Egbert Janss 
and pastiaen Janss krol 

Johannes vM, Huisi 
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Bill of Michiel Pftuw to KUiaen van Rensselaer for his share in 
expenses of patroonships in New Netherlands 

July 20, 1634 

The general account of the tliree patroonships in New 

Ncthcrland, drawn up at the Hague, amounts to £563 IT 

to be paid by each, {187 17 

Mr rcuschwr advanced £68 

paid to M paauw fio2 18 

must still pay to the same £ 16 19 

£187 17 

20 July 1654, Amsterdam 

[signed] jif Paauw 

Herein is not included what is due and shall become due the 

notary vander venne 
1634 the 25th of July, paid to the maid servant of Mr Michael 
paauw in the presence of daniel vander Schelden 

6 Rd at 50 St ... . fi5 
Small coin*'* £ 1 19 

Total fi6 19 as above 

[signed] daniel vander Schelden 
[Endorsed] 

i^'>34:25 Juiic"^ michiel pauiv fi6 19 

" V. R. B. Ms$, 9. 
•» moneta. 

** Apparentljr a mlitilca for July. 
20 
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Account of the jurisdictions, management and condition o£ the 
territories named Rensselaerswyck"^ 

July 20, i6j4 

IHANSLATEI) UY MKS ALAN II. STKUNG 

Account o£ the jurisdictions, management and condition of the 
territories named Rcnsselacrswyck, situated in New Ncthcr- 
land on the river of the Prince Mauritius; commtmicated in 
writing upon express condition dc non praejudicando. This 
20th of July 1634 

ConiprisinjT^ tlic whole district with all the lands formerly in- 
liabitcd l>y and i)clonginL' t" the free, rich and well known nation 
name<l the Mahikans, who had a language of their own and in tlu^ 
year 1625 would not ^\\q np or sell any of the aforesaid lands 
even at the request of the Cliartcretl West India Company. 

But since Daniel van Kricckcnbeeck, former cnmmis at Fort 
Orange, involved and engaged these same Manhykans in needless 
wars with the warlike nation of the Maquacs, their former friends 
and neighbors, they lost in the beginning their general chief 
named Monnemin, and subsequently were so hard pressed from' 
time to tijne, especially by the defeat they suffered in 1629, that 
they resolved in the years 1630 and 163 1 to sell and transfer tlieir 
said lands with all their rights, jurisdiction and authority "^to and 
for tlie behoof of Kiliacn van Rensselaer, the present owner and 
lawful possessor of the before mentioned regions, according to the 
respective deeds of cession and transfer of date August 13, 1630, 
and May 163 1. 

First, the free lordship ami jurisdiction named Sanckhagag, 
lying on the west side of the river, beginning from Beercn Islanrl 
and extending up to Smax Island, having along the shore of the 
river about 210 morgens of cleared land now ready to put animals 
on, for raising hay and cultivating with the plow, and extending 

^V.R.B.Mss, Letter Book, f. 77-796. entitled: Narfe van de gerechlicheden, dirtcti* 
tn 't west* roH de territ&iren gen. Renssrlaersnniek, gehgen in Nieuw-ftederlamt 0^ 

(/(' rc-ricre von d':or.<tt M .utrilxua giTonimwru'irrrt itt scrlf^ti^ pti./.*r expres bedinrk de 
non praefmdicando. Desen July 16^14. I'rintrd in I)utch in Oud Holland, 1890, 
8;?6o-ISs. as Appendix F. to Mr He Rnrvor'ii articles on th« colony of RenMetaerawyck. 
Tl)i«; importnnt im ri. t r w.is | Ti |i.ir< d !>%■ Kili.iin RiVi^rUn r f'T tfu- iitc nf a 

committee of tlic Cliainhcr of Anii^ttTdain, which was cinusitlcring the |>urchasc of the 
cotontet at a means of settlinK the dispate* which had arisen between the pat toons and 

the r inpany regarding tbc interprptatjon io be given to tlie cbgrter of Froc^otnf m4 
£xefup(ionii . , 
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two (lavs' journcv inland, li .n.i^ln fri'm ilu ir chief I'ntif^sickrfickits 
with his acc( »ni] )aii\ iiiL; councilors anil loouncrs. Kcrnf^ttw. .\iin- 
kdutiunhat an<l SiiL\'iu>srii . Which aforesaid and tlie other fnrtluT 
to he named lordsliips arc endowed with sucii prcro,L,'ativcs and 
privilcci^cs as the Ivinr.rahle Micluicl Panic has statetl in his declara- 
tion whi'ch. f(ir hrevity'.s sake, it is nee Uess to repeat here, reference 
bein<; made to this cleclarati< 'ii for them and such other prerogatives 
as may especially helonp^ to tlu-sf li)rdships. 

Secondly and thirdly, the free lordships and jurisdictions named 
Pctauock and S Cfnujonsc, the fu st inchidinj^ all the territory to the 
south a id nf>rth of the mill creek, c< »ni()risin2r also the West Island, 
containiu!:;^ in all m<»re than 2.40 nK^rijen-^ of clearc 1 land and fertile 
soil, with three farms named as follows, RcnsdiKrs-Burch, Wclys- 
Burch and Godijns-liurch : that of Ncgai^oiisr, including all the 
lan<Is and two parcels up to M oniwniin's Castle containins: mncii 
over 350 mori^ens of clearc. I land as abL»vc, with the follow inj^ 
farm called Hlommacrts-IhircU, evcrythinj:; along the west side of 
the river, and inland indefinitely: l)onjrlit of the respective chiefs, 
councilors and owners Kottomack, Naivancmith, Abantzcncc, 
Sas^ is hit a, Ka nmmoock. 

Fourthly, the free lordship and jurisdiction named Scmczccck, 
lying on the east side of the river, bought from the aforesaid 
NoTvauouith, liavintif helono^cd cxchi'-ivdv to him; containing a 
watermill and farm called dc J. u ts-Burch with a crystal rock and 
several beautiful groves, to which must be added the lands which 
Paapsickcnnikas at present still possesses and which are orflcrcd 
\o he bought, the same containing together 400 morgens of cleared 
land.** 

Fifthly,*'^ the islands of Paapsickcnckas with the mainland lying 
on the cast shore, boitght by Jacob Planck, the 23d of April 1637, 
from the following chiefs and owners, Casehot, Onhascmc, Kam- 
kcbocfc, Sickewope, Nosenae and Ochkock, and payment made with 
seawan, duffels, axes, knives and other merchandise. 

So that the territory of the Mahikans, who in their time were 
over 1600 strong, has all together over 1200 morgens of cleared 
land and far more than 16,000 morgens of mountain and valley, 
forest and marsh, with all kinds of game and fowl, the 1200 
cleared morgens being not only fat, clayey soil of itself but yearly 
enriched -by the overflow of high water there when the ice breaks 

"Cf. tu>fc <in p. 167. 

^TbU paragraph wM imertcd Itter* 
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and jams. The same lies ordinarily from three to five feet above 
the water, according as the tide runs high or low (and yet it is 
fresh water) and ships of over 120 lasts can sail up there from the 
Ma. 

The lands described above having been bought, all possible dili- 
gence was applied to populate the same with Christians, to purchase 
animak and to send thither all kinds of tools and necessaries, 
namely, in the year 1630, in charge of the farm overseer WoWaert 
Gerrittsen, besides those who deserted him :® 

mlger hendrkksen van Soest 
Ifrant peelen vander Nieckarck 
beerent lansen van esen[cnf] 
roeloff lanscn van masterlant 
annetgen Jans, his wife 

Sara and trint^cu rocloffs, his daughters with another child 

born before in that country''"' 

C7rt('^ clacscn van vlcckcr 

lac oh Goyucrttscn van Ditto 

Zccc^cr lansscn raiuh-r nicckarcL' 
IVsides scrnhnj];- 12 e\vr< with lamb, orders were }:jivcn to buy all 
kinds of animals in tlie eountry tliere, s<> tliat the aforcsaicl persons 
had in tlie year 163 1 estabhshcd two fine farms, one on West 
Island, named Rcnssclacrsburch, provided with a convenient dwcll- 
incf. the sides and .i::al)le Iniilt uj) witli brick, lon.c^ and wide as re- 
fjuired ; in ad<h'tion two liay barracks, each of five poles fifty feet 
high ; also a barn atul shee]XMtc and other necessaries. Eight 
niorgcns of land were plowed in the year 1632. On the 14th of 
April, i^^33, there were to be found thereon: 

6 1 u ses, including 2 mares with foal 

5 head of cattle, including 2 cows with calf 

6 hogs 
16 sheep 

and in the same year were raised 14 morgens of fine winter 

wheat 
2 morgens ditto rye 

4 morgens of summer seed, oats, peas, etc. 

'■At this and other points of the doctiment Mr de Roever tias • footnote nying: 

" Here follows a part of the names of the persons niready given in Api>endix D." For 
the sake of the completenen of tlie document and because the Appendix D hSf been 
replaced by a different list of colonists, the names have here been restored t> their 
proper place. 
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The house was furnished with all kinds of farm implements and 
necessaries for the animals and for the comfort and support of the 
people and what further was needful. 

The above mentioned persons further established another farm 
in the lordship of Semchceck, named de Laeisburch, on the cast side 
of the river; but as this house was burned by accident, they built 
again another brick house, 80 feet long, the threshing floor 25 feet 
wide and the beams 12 feet high, up to the ceiling ; further, a hay 
barrack of 4 poles, 50 feet above the ground, with barn and sheep- 
cote. They were also provided with a sailing vessel, etc., as men- 
tioned above, and in the year 1632 cultivated 5 morgens of land, and 
in April 1633, the farm was found to contain : 
6 horses, including 2 yearlings 

4 head of cattle, including one ox and one bull 

5 hogs 
22 sheep 

6 morgens winter wheat 
I ditto rye 

3 ditto summer grain 
Again in the year 163 1, there were sent thither from here: 

lourens lourenssen van coppenhaegen, millwright 

bereni thonissen van heyligensont 

Maryn adriaensen vander Veere 

lysbct thysen, his wife 

a son bom before in that country^^ 

Jasper ferlyn vander Gouw 

Jan thyerts van franicker 

Cornells maessen van buermalsen 
Besides the above mentioned persons, all kinds of necessaries for 
man and beast were sent over, including eight heifer calves, of 
which seven arrived alive, also millstones, all kinds of ironwork 
and the like for the erection of a saw and grist-mill, tobacco plant- 
ing and farming puriK>ses; whereof is still in existence the grist- 
mill where grain is ground for Fort Orange and the country around. 

Item, another dwelling house stands outside of Fort Orange in 
whidi Marijn Adriaenss is living with his family. They have pre- -- 
pared an enclosed plot of two morgens in which to sow tobacco. 

In the year 1632, with the knowledge and consent of the Com- 
pany, were bought from Pictcr Pietcrss Bilcvclt and paid for: 

3 horses 

9 head of cattle 

SoM f# yoortu datr Int Lout g»bo»r*n. 
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3 bull calves and all his farming implements including wagons, 
plows, etc 

Ditto, bought from Pieter Minuict aside from the animals be- 
longing to his farm, which he sold to tlie director, Wouter van 
T wilier I 

3 horses 

8 head of cattle and several ln>J,^s 
Ditto, taken over from Cicrnt ihctiscn lic Kai.v, the animals 
belonginij to his farm, namely ; 

4 horses 

4 head of cattle 
2 young heifers 
4 sheep 
4 hogs 

with all the farm stock of wagons, plows, etc, needful for 
fanning, and in addition, of the increase of animals belong- 
ing to him, also purchased, 

I stallion colt 

1 young ox 

2 heifers and 50 guilders consideration paid in exchange of 
a cow for a heifer. 

In addition to this, in tlie aforesaid year 1632, the following per- 
sons were sent over: 

Gcrrit matheussen de reux 

hendrick frcderkh van bunnick 

Comelis thonissen van meerkerck 

Marcus nteussen van Cuylenborch 
Also two or three laborers to be engaged there from those who 
have served out their time, in order to establish with the aforesaid 
animals and their increase three farms, namely, Weclys-Burch on 
the West Island, Godijns-Durch near the mill creek, both in the lord- 
ship of Pclanock, and Blommaerts-Burch near. the fourth creek, in 
the lordship of Nc^ai^onsc. All these three farms wouhl have been 
established in the year K)^^ but that, through a misunderstanding of 
Oirector Bastiacn Jansscn Krol who raised the objection that he had 
no instructions from the lords [directors], they were detained at 
the Manhatans. However, as further advice has now come over, 
the said animals and impUimnts will be sent to Rcnsselaerswyck, 
in order this present year with God's help to establish the three 
farms before nametl, which was prevented in the year 16,53. 
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With which firm confidence, the following have been sent thither 
this year 1634 : 

Lubbcrt Gysbcrttscii van blarconi, wheelwright 

Divcrtgen Conwlis, his wife 

Gysbcrt, tlicus, and Ian, llu-ir llircc sons 

Cornclis thonisscn van brciickcl, carpenter-mason 

hcndrick karstcnsscn van Xurdcn 

Abraham lacobsscn Planck 

and as the f»fticcT <»1 RiiiNciatr> c<'!ncs linnu', .sent in his place 
Jacob (}!hrrtfst-it pianck, to till the baid place and to adminis- 
ter proper ju>licc. 

All the above mentioned persons iiavc been supplic<l with tiieir 
projjer neces>ities, as clothin^^. provisions and tools, tirelocks and 
other needful weapons for themselves, and for the people in that 
" country, so that this last outlitting. with niesseng^er hire and other 
expenses, will alone amount to nearly 31XK) i^uilders. 

l*Vom the preceding account, it will be sufficiently perceived to 
what trouble and expense the said patroon has been, what efforts 
he has made, what perils his people and his animals have withstood, 
in what good condition the respective lordships of Rcnsselaerswyck 
now are, with prospects of annual improvements, and what a 
quantity of grain and animals could be raised on the 1200 morgans 
of cleared land, as good as here the Bctmve'^ or tlie Beemster^ may 
be, there being no doubt but that this present year he will seed 
enough land to produce over 40 lasts of grain, mostly wheat, whereto 
may Almighty God lend his gracious blessing. Amen. 

The said patroon therefore, considering all the prerogatives and 
benefits, only touched upon here in passing and in a general way, 
is most higiily inclined to carry on the work he has begun and ex- 
|KTts the graciou> Messing of the Lord upon it in case he is allowed 
quickly and peacefully to enjoy the granted Freedoms and Excmi)- 
tions accordin- to their right meaning and content But if he 
sl'<'i!l'! be hindere<l tiiercin, he would rather negotiate about the 
undertaking with the Chartered West India ( onipany than oppose 
himself to tlie Company, if it will agree to offer him such a ^«m of 
money as he has mentioned before the honorable committee; with 
this reservation, that in case the Company should give the undertak* 
ing up again, he should have the preference in accordance with [con- 
ditions] further to lje expressed ; if not, that the original of this memo- 

S*e tiolc on p. 6\. 
"See note on p. 63. 
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randum shall be handed back to him without keeping any copy 
thereof or making further publication. And in order tliat the honor- 
able committee may have still further enlightenment, he refers to 
the map and drawing of the aforesaid jurisdictions and regions 
heretofore delivered to the honorable director Albertus Coenradi 
Burch and the duplicate thereof which remains with the said 
patrbon. 

This memorandum was sent with a letter to the Hague to the 
honorable Johan Ray, director of the West India Company, and 
member of the committee in charge of this matter, to be re- 
turned by his honor in case no action is taken thereon. And 
in testimony of the truth, signed by my own hand. Date as 
above. 

• Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Johannes de Laet^ 

/«/y ^i, 1634 

TKANSLATSD BV MRS ALAN R. STRONG 

Jokan de Lact, at Leyden 

This day, 21 July 1634, in Amsterdam 

Sir: Enclosed I send your ^onor a letter to Mr Johm Raye, 
containing a memorandum concerning the state and condition of the 
colony of Rensselaerswyck, which I have thought good to send first 
to your honor in order that your honor may read it, and then at once 
without delay send it to the Hag^e, closing the letter which I have 
left open with your seal. 

The Company delays reply to our claim'*' delivered to it at the 
Hague. It seems now to be inclined to come to an agreement, to 
which the combined patroons have consented on condition of re- 
ceiving a reasonable price. I have asked 6000 pounds Flemish for 
my colony and would not like to take much less since I have heard 
that our enterprise is in fine condition. Be so kind as not to neglect 
sending this letter to the Hague early tomorrow, Saturday morning, 
as it requires haste and Mr Pawiv has already given in his state- 
ment here. And give me a line of acknowledgment that your honor 
has received this letter, so that I may not be in anxiety. 

^V.R.B.Mss, Letter Book, f.8o. Printed in Dutch in Oud Holland, 1890, 8:^66. as 
Appendix P to Mr de Rocvcr's articles on the colony of Rensselaerswyck. 

l'r<-ltiisi.in and Claim, jntu- 1(1, 16^4. prifilcd in Doc. rcl. to Col. Hist. N, Y., 
1:86-88, and O'Callaghan, History of New Netherland, l:i6o-6j. 
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I expected to have found your honor at the Hague the last time 
and would tlicn have asked you for the third assessment which the 
other confratcrs have already paid, your fifth part amounting to 2(K) 
guilders w ith 100 guil lers more for other expenses, being in all 300 
guilders; it wouM have luen much more if 1 had not received a 
goodly sum for the furs which were brought over on the last trip, 
so that this assessment is not higher. Please send this at once to 
me. I will immediately send your honor a receipt. 

I hope tliat all our sh(»rtagc in Swancndad (which lias too many 
rulers) will be made up by my colony. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jehan Itayt'* 

July 21, i6j4 
Mr Ichan Rayc, at the Hague 

This day, 21 July 1634 

Sir: Enclosed I send your honor the memorandum concerning the 
state and condition of ipy colony which your honor will please keep 
by you and not communicate further than to the gentlemen to whom 
these affairs are committed as I should not like to see that every man 
had knowledge thereof, for so many men, so many judgments, and 
through lack of understanding an affair is frequently badly spoken 
of and misinterpreted. Please do me the favor also to notify me 
by a line of the receipt of this.' 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jacob Albertsz Planck'^' 

Afay 24, 1635 

Jacop lUanck, ulTuer nf Rcnsselaerswyck, per Jacob yshrantscn, 
skipper of dc scvenstar 

In Amsterdam, this 24th of May 1635 

Although at this hour we are still in hope and fear as to whether 
the ship de Eendracht in which you and niy people sailed may be 
on its way hither or whether in coming or even in sailing thither it 
may have perished, each of which calls for its especial consideration 
and remark, and although as long as I am not assured of the one 
I have to fear the other, and as long as I receive no advice from you 
as to the situation of my colony I find little about which to write 

r. R. n Mm. I cttrr P.'ok. f ;6h, 
» V. R. B. Mss. Utter Book, f.8i. 
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to you, I can nevertheless not refrain from notifying you by this 
speedily departing ship, which now sails so hurriedly, while at other 
times it hns lain ready for six months, that the respective patroons 
of the colonics of S'lKnitcmial and Favonia have sold and transferred 
their colonies to the West India Company. As it may easily happen 
that they should try to intimate to you that I have sold my colony or 
am negotiating about it with the Company, this will serve to inform 
you that my colony is still intact and that 1 am still free and in the 
full possession of my freedoms and privilci^es and, with the advice 
of my confraters and by. the gracious blessing of the Lord, also 
intend to carry on the said colony with as much zeal and reputation 
as ever before, and should not have failed to send people and other 
necessaries by this ship if I had been assured of the condition of my 
colony, which I still hope to learn in a few days on the arrival of 
the ship de Eendracht ( for which the Company according to my 
judgment should wait a few days longer) ; it will then be necessary 
to send a large ship thither by which I hope to send you of every- 
thing and write more at length. Investigate some time what the 
colony's rights are, as the Comply having bought the colony of 
Mr pauw has been obliged to admit and accept the contracts which 
Mr pauw made with his people concerning the trade in peltries till 
the expiration and end of their terms. 

If then, Comelis van Voorst and his people, whose master sold 
his colony, is allowed to trade, how much more right have you whose 
patroon retains his freedoms and has held them continuously to the 
present, which does not lessen your business but increases it Only 
have patience for a short period of years ; the Lord will bless our 
undertaking as we have a much better object than the Company in 
this matter, since we seek to populate the country and in course of 
time by many people to propagate the teaching of the Holy Gospel, 
while they on the contrary, employing only a few people, seek only 
the profits of the fur trade and largely deceive themselves, as these 
profits are still accompanied by losses. Therefore, I trust that the 
omniscient God will bless our good intention in this matter as an 
example for others to follow us. Meanwhile, do your best in the 
fear of the Lord to rule the people in good order and discipline and 
to urge them to diligent work, which I tnist you have done already 
and hope to hear at the first opportunity. Meanwhile, remain 
f commended] to the faithful God, etc. 

I wonM write to others of my people al<o, but know not how it 
goes with them. Please to greet them all for me and write me 
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at every oppiTrtunity by way of Virginia or New England, or by 
whatever people or ships may come there, as we long very much 
[to hear from you], as does your wife, who has also written to you. 
This goes per Jacob ysbranscn, who is to be skipper of a sloq> and 
is well acquainted with you. Keep on good terms with him and 
with all honest people. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wouter van Twillcr'^** 

May 24, 1633 

TRANSLATED BV MRS ALAN II. STRONG 

Wouter van Twitter, New Netherland 

This 24 May 1635, Atnstcnlaui 
Per Jacob IJsbrandtscn, by the ship de Sci'cnstcr 

Sending you our Iiearty greetings, we hope that you are well, al- 
though we have not heard from you in a long time, rind tliis must 
be written in haste since the skipper has been notified that he must 
sail early tomorrow morninc:^; tilings nuist now be rushed through 
all at once, after they have dawdled at least six months witli this 
ship. I wish that they had waited a few days more, now they have 
waited so long, for I hope that the ship de Ecndracht may arrive 
in a few days, since I have heard from some Englishmen that over 
there, as here, it has been a very hard winter and therefore the 
skins could not arive before the latter part of March, so that the 
ship could not leave there before the middle of April and 14 days 
from now will be just the right time for it to be here, unless it has 
been wrecked, which may God in his mercy forbid. It is the ship 
de Eendrackt, which sailed from here in the beginning of May of 
last year, by which I sent Jacob Planck, as officer and contmis of 
my colony named Rensselaerswyck, with his son ; and also a wheel- 
wright with wife and three children ; also a carpenter, who is a mason 
as well ; and also a farm hand, besides all kinds of stores of food 
and clothing, farm implements, etc., which equipment has cost me 
about 3000 guilders, so that its [loss] would be a great misfortune 
for me, besides the loss of my time, and practically the decline or 
ruin of my colony. But I hope that it has arrived there safely. 

I wrote by that ship full particulars about all that has happened 
here with reference to you» which the bearer of this, Jacob IJsbrandt- 

w V. R, B. Mts, Letter Book. f.8ob-8i. Printed in Dutch in Oud Holland, it90» 
9:390-99, as Appendix J to Mr d« Roevcr't articles on the colony of Rcoaadaerswydc 
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sen, will also k-ll you. lie has always defcmlcd you, as you can 
sec (rom his dcclaratitm, which 1 sent liy <lc Ecndnn ht. 'riurctore 
favor him in return, wlicrc you can do it with propriety, since ht 
deserves it. 

If dc lictiilnicht has heen wrecked in coniini^ hither, many rclurn- 
in.L^ people must have £;one down with iier. We must trust to the 
Lord for the <»utcome. The directors are very much alarmed. 
1 hey do not know what may he the state of affairs over there, since 
they lia\ f received no Utters from you by way of \'ir};inia or Xew 
i'.nj^land. Many complain bitterly, sayinpj that you have chartered 
the sugar-bark to the English, which they heard from sonic Enj^lish- 
mcn, and now they are the more displeased since you might for want 
of dc licudracht have sent over this bark to bring news. To sum 
up. the work here is quite unsettled. 

The C'{Mnpany has bought out the two colonies Sivancndal and 
Pavonia, but my colony is still intact and I am in the full posses- 
sion of my freedoms. Neither am I negotiating with them; if any 
one shouhl so report, believe it not; I am in full possession and am 
determined with my confraters tf> carry on the work with more 
courage than ever before, if the colony yet exists. I would itideed 
have sent people and necessaries now. hut I do not know in the least 
how matters stand there. Many believe tliat everything in that 
country is entirely destroyed, people as well as cattle. th(Migh I still 
have better courage and a better opinion of the alTair. Mr Pauw 
has sold his colony, as stated ; hut the Company has been obliged to 
allow his people to trade in furs during their time, according to his 
understanding and agreement with them. How much more right 
to such trading, therefore, have my people, whose patroon still holds 
his full jurisdiction and freedoms. It seems to me the Company is 
taking a strange course in New Nctherland affairs and that ere long 
they will be oMiu* 1 tn lease the fur trade to others who will manage 
it better ; or else, tlie whole will go wrong. They want to economize 
by having few people and they can not keep the land in that way. 

They send no commis with this ship, but late this evening engaged 
Gysbcrf op den Dijck as " assistant." Many would like to have had 
Dirck Corneliss Duyster as commis, but others feared that Hontom 
would then have to leave, and therefore they countermanded him 
this evening. I hope that he will yet be engaged, if de Eendracht 
brings good tidings, so that they may have to send no other^^ ship 
this year. 

^ I think that here " yet another " mubt be read. N. ue R. 
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I know nothing more to write since I did so at length by de 
Eendracht. 1 recommend to you the welfare of. my colony in so far 
as the service of the Company will permit, which is unnecessary to 
specify, as you know it better than myself. 

I wait with great patience for the arrival of de Eendracht, which 
I hope will make us greatly rejoice with the news that all is well 
in the land. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Coenraet Notelman'^ 

January 10, i6j6 

Coenraat Notelman, at Tiel 

Tliis day, 10 January in Amsterdam 

After wi^liing your hoiiur ami yuiir wife a j'>yfiil and liai)|)y new 
year lliruui^li Jcs.u.> C"liri>t, i»iir uuly and ci»nii)lcte Savior, amen, 
lliesc lines will serve a-> an>\ver tt> y(>ur> of the third instant re- 
garding unr ditlerence concerning the ani^lal^ (tf the farm of i^cr- 
rit tic Rcux. 1 notice your statemeiu and the advice whicli my 
nej)he\v ll oiilcr I iiii licillcr is su|)iK»scd to iiave given. I will 
(juietly i)ass it hy rather than administer the rebuke which it de- 
serves'' for niither he nor y<tu iiave grasped the situation in the 
least, which I will lierehy explain. .\> far a^ the atifair of ^^crrit dc 
Rcux i> concerned, this is not a t|nestion between you and me Iml be- 
tween me and the W est India ( ompany, who through their agents 
have preventetl me from transporting my animals to my colony, not 
only those of i^crrit dc Rcux but al>o those of ["icier l>ylcrclt, on the 
i^round that tlu-y sol 1 the animals to the former a.s well as to the 
latter on the 15th of Jannar\ i(»,^o, as stated in a special letter of 
same dale l(» the <lirector and council in New Xetherland and this 
upon the conditions agreed to on the eij^lith of January of the same 
year with icolf'licrt ijci t itsz and Clans Coniclisc in the name of all 
the farmers of the six farms. You hght there I'ore aL^ain>t your 
own shadow in alleging that in your country the first i)urc]iase ought 
to stand as it does in c)ur country,^*' and conseiputitly you j)ronounce 
your own sentence, since i^<T;// dc Rcux from the aforesaid 15th of 
January 1630 was the purciiascr of the said animals and has nut 

*• y. R. B, MiM. Letter Book, f.Ba 

wit liri rr uu't discrctti' h, t srlitt' supjot 1,-,-rrn ah >r>i vu-ritr deprektndetrt ; literally, 
will rather quietly suffer the same than altaik it as it aobtivfs. 
** tMtgeronde d« roorCoop in u lanl gflyck sij oock doet in ons lant bekoort voori te 
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pretended any after purciiase.**^ Alihuugh he luid paid the first 
term, 1 left him the animals as beluiigiiig him, while in the con- 
tract made with mC- he alsu .stipulated that 1 should return his ani- 
mals to him in my colony where he would settle. This aliair is 
clear and 1 shall know iiovv to get my iudenniity for detention in 
this matter by the Company or their agents, but this docs not con- 
cern your honor in the least, either lor or against. That he wanted 
to hire himself out to you does not take away his right. It may 
also be that he does not understand his own rights or that the agents 
of the Company have not correctly communicated to him the con- 
tract of the farm and sale of the animals. As for me, I knew the 
same when later 1 contracted with him myself, and a year before 
tliat, when tlie Company wanted to take his farm and animals away 
from him, 1 caused tliem to be put in your honor's name, for my 
belioof as far as tlie animals were concerned, and for your own be- 
hoof as to the farm, according to the instruments thereof which 
your honor has. It is therefore wide of the truth to say that you 
promised to turn the animals over to me ; on the contrary I caused 
the farm to be put in your name because I did not want it for my- 
self, and because 1 added in the instructions given your honor that 
you should cause the animals and things belonging thereto to be 
sent up the river for my account, what claim to ownership of the 
animals does this give you now and what reason have \ on for draw- 
ing me into the farm ? As to your honor's saying that the animals 
and the farm can not be separated from each other, this can be done 
very well ; it has indeed been done with the farm of bylcvelt, as well 
as with that of gerrit de Rcux, inasmuch as the company had pow er 
to eject them from the farms belonging to tliem but not to de[>rive 
tliem of the animals which it liad sold to them and whidi did not 
belong to the Company but to the purchasers, as it was not stated 
in any article of the contract that the animals must remain witli 
the farm but only the increase to the number stipulated if they 
should be provided therewith. In short, mon cousijn, the farm is 
yours because I did not want it, as it was of no use to me but was 
to your honor, to whom I gladly yielded it, but the animals arc mine 
and my confraters. 

Your honor knew neither of the farm nor of the animals nor did 
you request them of the Company except on my order after I had 
told you that I wishe<l to keep the animals for myself and had the 
instruments drawii accortlingly. 1 pray your honor, tell me with 

gMn* na Coop gefimtffrt heeft. 
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whom did your lionor contract alx)ut the farm or the animals, and 
who granted them to you ? 1 hope that your honor will not depart 
so far from the truth a> to take to yourself for your own behoof 
what I caused to be put in lor my bchoni' and more than agreed 
u\Hjn with you, of which [agreement] in case of denial I have suf- 
ticient proof; and in case your honor understands it thus, to wit that 
the animals arc ours, I shall gladly and in all equity, even to our 
damage, try to persuade my confraters to treat with you; if not, 
I can do nothing more, as I then told them and stated the case to 
them thus and later confirmed it in my letters and I do not wish to 
alter iny word in the least as if 1 had misinfurined them untruth- 
fully. Where witli ending, Vale, 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wouter van Twiller^ 

September 2^, j6j6 
Woutter Van TwiUcr, director 

In the name of the Lord, this 25th of 

September 1636, in Amsterdam 

Mon Cousin: I find myself with your honor's favor of the 31st 
of August 1635, s*^"^ *o "1*^ by ^^^^ ^'"P d'ciiuii iulit, from which i 
learned of your honor's good state of health; we are also, God be 
praised, slill well. My wife is in chihlbed of a young son,^' whom 
I have named after my uncle Clacs van RcnsscUicr, decease<l, so 
that now the names of the three brothers Rensselaer have been be- 
stowed, the youngest having become the oUlest. May Almighty 
Cio<\ let them grow up in virtue to the honor of His holy name. 
Amen. Your father, mother, brothers and si>lcrs at Ni'euLriik' 
were on Thursday la^t slill fe«.liiig well al>o, but the situation at 
Nieukerck is very sad on account of the severe sickness of pestilence. 
Already 700 persons had died there and few houses are free. May 
the Lord preserve them further; however, it does not stop yet but 
increases daily. ( )ur brother in law W'illem Z'an ll'eelij and his 
wife annalen hoof both died of it. It rages here pretty badly too; 
more than (ycyo in one week. Many ac(|uaintances have died alrea<ly, 
too long to relate, but our an<l my mother's household are still well, 
(iod be praised. The Lord grant what is pleasing to His holy will 
aticl for our salvation in life or in death. Amen. 

y. n. B. Mt», I^er Book. f.86. 

" Nicolars, or Nicolatis \an Rciissflacr; in 1671; installed as minister of ihc Re- 
furnicd I»utch Church at Albany ami the same year appointcil as director of the colony 
•f RcMMtoertwyck in plaee of bit deoeiwd brotlwr jeffemiu. ' 
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I should have been pieascd if your liuiior had in your last letter 
written at somewhat greater length imd advised me more in detail 
r^arding certain points incntiuncd in niy previous letter. How- 
ever, taking into consideration tliat you lacked time as the ship was 
ready to sail, it could not be made longer. I hope that next time , 
you will write more at lengtli. Referring to my preceding letter, | 
which will make this one shorter, I would write your honor at 
length about the very injurious remarks uttered by the former fiscal, 
difickiagen, against your person and especially against the minister, 
but as all the persons sailing on this ship have sufficient knowledge 
thereof I refer .[you] to them, who will no doubt relate everything 
to, you by word of mouth, especially pieter Corneliss, who knows 
all atx>ut it My earnest request would be that your honor be 
pleased to do everything in your power to obtain from the maquaas 
as much of the indemnity for my animals as is possible and advis- 
able. It seems that they have in view to send another director and 
they might very well employ as such ivalbeeck^ commander at 
Curaqao; however, that matter is still unsettled.® The Company 
has much discussed certain points which I proposed to them con- 
cerning the throwing open of the fur trade, but thus far no deci- 
sion has been made ; what will come of it, time will show. If they 
wish to keep it to themselves with few people, which is most profit- 
able to them, they can not defend the country, and with many people 
they suffer loss; and others will not care to populate the country 
unless they have the free trade. 

September 29 — While writing this, I receive your favors of the 
22d of March, the 12th and 15th of August 1636, sent by de Seucn 
Starra, which I sliall answer hereafter. The Company complains 
very much that your honor writes so little, of which I also warned 
you in my last letter, 1 do not know the reason wli)- you are so 
negligent about that ; they say that you do not even mention Dauidt 
pkteresz and his ship which sailed thence with de Scue sterre. You 
surely ought to have done that, and further they say that they have 1 
little advice how everything is getting along there. If your honor ' 
hesitates to write to the full assembly,®* at least do not neglect the 

Johannes van Walhccok ; saik<l from Holland May 4, 1634, in charge of an expedi- 
tion sent by the West india C ompany to seize the i>land of Ciira«.a.> and took |H>^s«'Ssion 
of the bland in Auffust of that year. Before thb expedition he served the Comnany 
in the rai.acity of Politique Roedt, political councilor, in Brazil. l)e Laci, laerUtek 
Verha*l, p. 43»-38. 4^4- 
* naww; literally* raw. 

'^JntlUn I'H schreupelues is arnde volte rergaJeringe If schriiren. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



VAN BENSS£LA£R BOWI£R MANUSCRIPTS 



gentleman who remains fairly favorable to your honor, for he can 
easily protect your affairs if he understands them, as the whole 
work devolves largely upon him, and do not be too headstrong 
in this matter nor depend too much on yourself. Is it not fair that 
the masteps get some satisfaction from their servants? And if 
there are some who are rude and indiscreet, I do not think that the 
Company in their letters written to you and to the council have 
overstepped the bounds of propriety antl decency, nor can one 
charge the whole body with the action o£ some impertinent mem- 
bers. This by way of information. 

I see that your honor would like to succeed to a share in my 
colony and to have me buy for your account the share of the heirs 
of Godijn. If I had known this a little earlier, I should no duubt 
have succeeded, as this share w'as publicly sold on the 21st of August 
in the Orphan Chamber here, i/io share to Jacob and hendrick trip 
[and the other i/io to me] for the account of a g 'od friend"^"* whom 
I am not allowed to mention. If this friend should give it up, and 
he is thinking the matter over and has not yet given me his answer 
of yes or no, there would still be hope for your honor to obtain the 
same ; however I think that he will keep it, of which we will speak 
more fully at our meeting, if the Lord saves our lives, I request 
nevertheless that your honor make every effort to buy as many 
animals for my colony as you can get and to send some of your 
surplus thither too and to cause some separate farms to be estab- 
lished. I hope that we shall come to a good agreement, which 
will be more profitable for you than to stay at the manhatans, and 
as the time has gone by to advise you of everything at length as I 
have done to Jacob plane k, [I must content myself] with sending 
you the enclosed documents from No. i to No. 13 and with asking 
you to assist my people as well as the people of this ship as much as 
is consistent with the service of the Company and your honor's in- 
structions. I should have liked to send a larger ship, provided the 
Company had helped me a Uttle and sent people and goods by it also, 
but they declined to do so. I must have patience, the Lord can 
bless [my work] that meanwhile it may become greater. I see that 
the animals have in part been sent up the river; I hope that the 
rest will follow also. I have ordered Jacob planck to take up the 
suit again and given him instructions because I have suffered force 
and violence, as you read in the enclosed papers sent to Jacob planck, 

"■•Albert Cocnraets Burgh; see p. 334- 
21 
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Notelman has been a liarinlul person to nie and it becomes a 
great question now where tlie Company will get tlieir payment and 
increase. As to tlie payment of the purchase money up to f6oo, I 
mubt supply this money, as Gcrrit dc Reux has made the first pay- 
ment. The increase 1 can not furnisli for 1 have not used them, but 
notelman. According to the inventory^' of the C(jmi>aiiy there 
has been no increase, as Notelman has dehvere<l no more than he 
received and the contract with the farmers stipulates that they must 
deliver the increase if they have any, Notelman must also pay the 
rent for the three years, with which 1 never was concerned in the 
least. He has been looking for favors** here for 8 or lo months and 
been a burden to me and is as far now as lie was in the beginning. 
I think it advisable to keep a farm for me at the ManQthans; please 
look after that and make arrangement for it. 

In your preceding letter 1 find some obscure reasons of which 
we shall speak further at our meeting, God willing. Dirck Corssen, 
the supercargo, has orders to erect if necessary a shed at the Man- 
hatans to store our goods in. It can be put on the farm which I 
shall keep or even the barn may be used. He has orders to pay to 
your honor the Company's dues of everything in which he deals, 
in conformity with the 13th and i6th articles of the Freedoms (the 
15th article concerns the colony and not this ship and goods, in 
which we have a half interest too) ; and I do not in the least desire 
to have trouble with the Company but wish in everything to regu- 
late myself according to the Freedoms granted. My wife has 
received the cunning little animal it is with her in the room and 
she thanks your honor very much for it. The raven sent by D'een- 
dracht has died, nevertheless I thank you for the favor. I see 
with what kind of people you have had to deal from time to time; 
however, do right and the lie will not stick. This skipper says many 
bad things. In fine, it is a confused afTair which can not be cleared 
up without your honor's presence. Do not neglect to advise me as 
to the actions and comportment of Jacob planck, wherewith I 
shall end, commending your honor to the protection of Almighty 
God; may He let us come together in love. 

^Mon Cousin, After finishing the above letter, the enclosed 
agreement was made with Noottelman by the mediation of the un- 

"acte; literally, authentic document; the word has s very general meaning: 
^httft hkr Uggtn ktHftttn: literally, has been angling here. 

het aengename hefstgen; litrrally. the pleasing little animaL 
••This postscript is in the handwriting of Kitiaen van Rensselaer. 
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derwritten arbiters, which you may therefore cause to be recorded, 
in order to charge me with no more than I am obliged to give. 
His defense has been based mainly on the resolution*^ of the Com- 
pany; the Company may see then too where they get their due. 
Herewith goes a plain copy of the instrument, time does not allow 
to have it authenticated but it will appear from the letters and also 
from the books here. Please to insert this letter also among the 
papers of Jacob planck, after you have read it and made a copy of it. 
Fale. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jacob Albertsz Planck^-^ 

October 3, 1636 

Jacob Planck, officer and commis in New Netherland 

This day, 3 October 1636 

These presents, going by Pietcr cornelisen van Munnckcndam 
with the ship called Rciissclaers IVyck, which has been equipped by 
me and my con f raters largely for the service of my colony, will 
serve first to advise you of the receipt of your letters of Octol)cr 
10, 1634, and July 3, 1635, from the colony of Rensselaerswyck, 
antl of August 17 and 27 following from Fort Amsterdam, together 
with the account of goods sold to that time, of which I expected 
the continuation by the ship dc Scvcnsterrc, by which I received 
yours of the 24111 of July 1636, written from the aforesaid colony- 
That letter, being very short and containing little information, doe- 
not include the said continuation of the preceding account, nnich 
less any account of the profit or loss of each farm in particular 
and of the colony as a whole, of the goods delivered to the Com- 
pany, or of the number of animals living and the increase in detail, 
but only in general that there has been a fine increase, which is cer- 
tainly pleasant; but if I am to keep the administration of the colony 
here and to send you people and goo ls. as I am doiii!4^ herewith very 
liberally, I must have somewhat fuller and better information. To 
do this with order you must keep a regular diary of daily happen- 
ings and note everything that is remarkable and send mc the same. 
You could renew this every six montli> and send me a copy thereof 
at every oi)portunity. If you do not like to have mc fori^et you. 
you must on your side not forget to atlvise me of everything cor- 
rectly and at length. I find, it is true, a memorandum of animals 

f»V.R.B,M*t, iMr B»0k, fjjfc. 
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which I had in October 1654, but no list of the increase which oc- 
curred about May 1654, nor of those in the year 1635 and now 
lately in 1636. 

You write, it is true, how many cows and calves you have taken 
with you lately from the Manathans, but not how many still remain 
there. You must take better care hereof and not be negligent; 
neither you nor I will lose thereby and you will notice at what ex- 
pense and with what zeal I follow this matter up and take it in 
hand. «You have also done quite amiss herein that you have given 
Rutger hendrkksen, ComeUs Maessen and others tiieir final ac- 
counts against me which I had to pay too, while on the other hand 
you send me no information as to the goods which they or you have 
delivered in my name to the Company, from which I have received 
nothing either. 

Therefore do not do this again but follow therein this order — 
settle accounts first with tlic director [to see] how my account there 
stands and send me a copy thereof; and if such can not be done as 
it ought, at all events have my men who come over draw on the 
director and on llie West India Company for the money which they 
send home, for I do not want to liavc the men draw on me atul 
deliver their gootis to the West India C (Miipaiiy, from which I can 
nut get a decision, much less money. l»e care ful about this, other- 
wise I shall be obliij^^cd to make other arraiigcuRuts. Further, as 
the director has several times an.l lately once more seizeil all my 
L;rain and wlieat for the use of the men of the Coinj>aii\'. to whom 
I am not bound to deliver except at my j)leasure, whereby I not 
oidy lose this advantage that I coubl have sold the same at a much 
higher price to the English, as the men of Cornells van voorst do. 
but alxt that, inasmuch a> according to article 15 of the Freedoms 
I have tiie right to trade tbe>e which beyond question are products 
of the soil, I could have sold them for peltries. llu refore. to remedy 
this matter, 1 shall request you to submit to the director and coun- 
cil (without prejudice to my general right to trade all sorts of 
merciiandise for peltries, now awaiting decision by the high and 
mighty lords the States General, lawfully relcrretl to them, after 
])revious resolution an<l submi--iMn. by the Assembly of the XIX 
and the respective patroons. and in no wise decided to the disad- 
vantage of the patroons 1)ut still pending with great likelihood of 
turning out in favor of the patroons. as their High Mightinesses 
would no doid)t l)e very glad to see those regions j>opulated) that 
tlie aforesaid director and council, in consideration of the fact 
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that I have fed tlicir men, allow me to obtain so m»'iny peltries by 
barter for other merchandise as the said grain, animals and other 
goods that I have delivered to them may amount to; and in case 
they should refuse tliis at l-"ort (Jranj^e as well as at the Maiuithans, 
you will not let thcni have any grain or other products of the soil 
except for payment and i)rotnpt satisfaction by so many skins as 
the goods are worth, with a proper discharge and guaranty that 
the same will be sent to me witliout any hindrance or molestation 
by the Company, for their men have been fed in their need and 
their ship> |)rovided which otherwise couM not have coiuc across, 
so that llieir ships, men and peltries nuist have remained tiiere to 
the extraordinary loss of the Company. Draw up this paper to the 
director and council as firmly as you can and follow therein as 
much as possible the words which are written al>ovc and send me a 
copy of it together with the reply given by the council thereto. 
These things being thus disposed of, I now come to the answering 
of yours aforesaid, as you will in the future also punctually read, 
observe and answer mine. 

1 see that the brandy wasted very much, have there ff^re sent 
none herewith, and that half the cheese spoiled ; I hope that this 
will arrive in better condition, as it is colder and later in the year. 
I see what a great friend of the patroons Fiscal Dinxlaccken proves 
himself by stirring up his special and secret masters; yet they 
could not help him enough, however much they would have liked 
to do so, to enal)lc him to obtain the salary claimed for the entire 
time that passed, as he received only salary for the len<xth of time 
that he was in active service. Now he is tmsy complaining to the 
States General, as his party stays out [of power] so long, that the 
Company should pay him,*** but instead of [paying him] money I 
imagine that the Company will write something else to the States 
General about his impertinent proceedings. 

Herewith I send you in God's name goods for the account of my 
colony, amounting to f4ioo accordinjj to the enclosed bill and in- 
voice, which you will emi)loy to tin Ixst advantage; and as I 
bought them wholesale for cash [and the above amount does not 
include] any expenses of packing, boat and lighter freight, freight 
across the ocean, interest, risk, insurance, damage, etc. (not even 
your commiss i ll (»f one stiver on the L:uiMcr, which amounts to 
one stiver and a half with the 50 / a Ided), you must sell such 
goods as can stand it somewhat higher than 50;^ profit, but above 

^ alsoo syn fartyc soo lange wtblyft datte Compe: hem sonde betaelen. 
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(x>^ I do not want to tax my own people, who must earn it by 
their hard labor. As far as others are concerned I do not have to 
care, you may take as much as the market price and as you can get. 
Herewith go also 38 persons whom I have engaged for my colony 
under binding contracts for fear some of them should fail to con- 
form to the accompanying conditions and contracts as well as [to 
repay] the money which I have furnished them both as advances 
and for the passage, which you must all duly enter in conformity 
with the enclosed list amounting to i92y. You must distribute 
these people to the greatest service of the colony, each one doing 
that which he is best able to do, charging the accounts of the 
fanners with whom they are placed with the money to them [the 
new colonists] in hand paid as well as the passage money, especially 
the money for board on the voyage, at six stivers a day as long as 
the voyage shall last, for there is no reason why I should engage 
the people with difficulty and why they [the farmers] should reap 
the benefit of it. These two farmers who have been very helpful 
to me, namely Cornells Moessen and Symon ivalichs, you will give 
a fair cl^ icc of the men who are coming, but in such way that they 
do not select all the best men, for others must have something too. 
Comclis thuenissen van brucckelen or broer Coruclis you will con- 
firm in the possession of his farm on the terms of Gerrii de Rcux 
provided he conducts himself according to the ordinances and laws 
of the colony and sees to it that I have what is mine and that he 
takes good care of the animals. Cornelis Maessen and Simon 
Walkhs you will provide with as many animals as can be supplied 
from the increase of others. And in case they should wish to settle 
on Paep Zickenes land, which I think has not yet been bought, make 
every effort to purchase the same or at least to cause the farms to 
be established there with the consent and will of the owners. And 
as it may well be that Lubbert gysbertssen rademaecker has a farm 
also and as the animals are somewhat few in number, especially 
the cows, you must see to it that they accommodate one another and 
do not draw the lines too tight It is true that the first are entitled 
to their full number, but they must also act so that when their time 
is up, they may again obtain a new lease. 

I see by the dispute which you have with Gerrii de Reux that 
others will follow. I have represented here to Cornelis maessen 
and Simon IVaHchs that I wanted to make no change in the con- 
tract with Gerrii de Reux, but although it was only neglect on my 
part that I did not fix the price of the grain as well as that of the 
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animals, I will nevertheless carry out the contract as it stands with 
this understanding that, if they should undertake to fix the market 
of their grain too hi<^h for me, I will then insist hard also on the 
first article, prohibiting them from trading in furs in any manner, 
which they in no wise are allowed to do even for products of the 
soil. Piut if they act decently and deliver me their grain at a rea- 
sonable price that I may make something on it, you will in my name 
permit them also to purchase yearly for the products of each com- 
plete farm the number of lo or 12 merchantable skins as their 
share, which is already a fair profit, and in God's name enter into 
an agreement with them respecting the matter and send it to mc 
for my approval. 1 can not write to every one of my people, but you 
will read herefrom to each of them my intention as far as it concerns 
them In particular or in conmion, and where it does not prejudice 
me give each a copy of the part that relates to him. 

Pieter Cornclissen van Munnickcndam with Claes lanssen van 
Naerden and albert andriessen van fredrichs stadt have entered into 
a special agreement with me according to the contract sent here- 
with,'** so that they will dwell apart with their men and goods; 
nevertheless they must conduct themselves as subjects of the colony 
and submit themselves to the coinmon laws. I have appointed Pie- 
ter Comelissen as councilor and schepen to take his place beside you 
with order to appoint others accordinc: to the instructions taken 
with him,* the oriq^inal of which is enclosed. The points men- 
tioned therein which concern you, you must observe zs ii hsy had 
been put in your own instructions. 

Said piettcr Comelissen with his men will in every way assist 
you in erecting houses for the farmers and for others for whom 
I am bound to do so tinder contract, at the least cost and as soon 
as it shall be possible for them. Meanwhile, you will have to make 
provisional arrangements as to where each shall live and where and 
how they shall be provided with food; also keep a watchful 
eye that I lose through no one and what they can not gain at first, 
that they do that later, if it only goes forward and not backward. 
As far as the freemen are concerned, you will accommodate them 
as best you can and assist them to earn their bread with honor, and 
see that each one according to his thrift may prosper a little in order 
that others may not be discouraged but attracted thereby. 

See p. 676—77. 

■*/rit hebb9 Pigter Comtttssem gtstelt ah raet en schepen, omme naett vt sin ptatts* 
te hcbben, mtt ordft ommt mttfdvr geUA U gnattfieeren votg^nt Inttruelit h«m 
medegegeveH. 
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You will alsu before all things promote piety and take care that 
means be found to send a minister over, as is stated at greater 
length in the instructions to Piter Cornelissen; meanwhile cause 
the people to assemble every Sunday to train them in the command- 
ments, the psalms, the readimj;^ of the Holy Scriptures and Christian 
authors, in modesty, love and decency. 

And as the equipment of this ship ran too high for me, I granted 
Ccrrit dc for vest a half interest in it (aside from the goods and 
the people of the colony) in conformity with the enclosed contract; 
you will therefore also keep a watchful eye on it and with Pictcr 
Cornelissen represent my person to assist them with word and deed 
as more fully mentioned in the instructions to Piter Cornelissefi 
herewith enclosed. You can infer from all that is said above that 
the prospect for you personnally is fine upon increase of thes2 
things, but this you must know that if your profit and honor grow, 
your care must increase also, for one can not go without the other. 
Therefore, read anrl reread all my papers carefully, put your mind 
and th(nights upon them and do not let it blow lightly })ast but shov/ 
me results thereof, not only in deeds but rdso in letters and reports; 
I shall then be armed against all evil tongues wiiich might want to 
slander you for if you give me contentment and satisfaction, you 
need neither look to nor fear any one else. 

As the lease of the farmers at the Manhatans has cxpireri. nipkc 
every effort to get some animals and the children of ll'olfaei-ise 
derritseit <^r otluT'^ in mv cdnny, as the mount hans is for the most 
part exhausted and my land still fresh, and while that land rests a 
little they can earn profit on my land and then again go to the maiia- 
thans with the increase after [the farms there] have lain fallow for 
some years. 

I send herewith two large millstones to erect, either near the saw- 
mill or somewhere else, a g^ist-mill to grind the grain not only for 
my own people and the people of Fort Orange, but all the grain 
that I have, in order to sell it ground instead of unground to the 
Company for furs, or to the English for money or other goods. In 
this way a miller can be kept there in course of time and the savages 
will be glad to give seawan or other things for the grinding of their 
corn or at least a good part of tlieir corn. 

The mother of Zeeger Janssen van dcr Nieckarck, who was 
drowned, asked the account of her son, whether anything was due 
to him or not. Let me know how that matter stands. 
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As to hcnrick Kcrstenssen, he must first fulfil his contract, as 
otherwise it establishes a bad precedent and I do not want the coii' 
tracts made here undone; but those who have not received wages 
enough and who behave well, I shall at the end of their time i^Wc a 
good present and improve in their condition, but that must be left 
to my choice or at least be done with ni}' pleasure and kno'.vledgc. 
If Kerstcn behaves well you may give him each year a suit ox 
clothes with a pair of stockings and shoes. , 

Dirck Comelissen duuster, coming from famambuco, was 
drowned near the English coast, so that he will not make the voy- 
age again. It is not at all my intention that the fanners shall give 
the servants higher wages without my knowledge and consent. 
They may do that for themselves but not for me except with my will, 
knowledge and consent ; you will read this to them together. Give 
my greetings to the commis, martten Gerrittsen; and show him on 
my part as much friendship as if I were present. Also to Jeronimus 
la Croix, whose father sends him a small cask with goods and whose 
letters Piter Comelissen has. Tell Gerrit de Reux that he must 
g^ve me better satisfaction, for that it does not agree to write of loo 
muddes and to deliver but 25. If you have any suspicion, let each 
farmer deliver you for my half the tenth sheaf on the field un- 
thrashed and bring it where you want it and where you can have it 
thrashed yourself in order to be able thereafter to make the account 
present a somewhat better appearance. You write that the farmers 
treat you disrespectfully. If this happens again, send me proper 
attestations thereof and I will settle that all right, but you must 
not wrong them either or make improper demands, though you will 
execute strictly all that concerns my jurisdiction and that theu* con- 
tract implies, especially if they should want to give me less than my 
share, and then in addition have the power to promise the servants 
an increase in order to make them keep silence; that will not do. I 
hope tiiat they will behave better. 

The 63 whole and 18 half beavers I received of the Company 
under bond. I whh that you had sent by this ship the 150 which 
you have there; the sum total when all is put together would then 
be so much larger and the Company not even consider whether [the 
former shipment took place] long ago or not. I do not want you 
to send me any peltries except with the knowledge of and after en- . 
tering them with the director, and if there is any opportunity of 
sending by ships, even by my own ship, you will enter what you 
send in them and pay to the director the duty of the Comi)any, to 



Digitized by Gopgle 



330 



NEW YORK STATE UBRARY 



wit : one guilder per merchantable skin traded in New Netherland 
and five per cent for those from the coast of Virg^inia, New Kn^f- 
land or elsewhere, taking each time a receipt therefor from the 
director and sending it to me by the skipper with the invoice of the 
peltries. You have done very well in not sending them by Dazfidt 
pkterss, but you would have done better by sending them in de scucn 
stoma with the knowledge as above. I have received your sam- 
ples; the crystal is the best. Now that so many people come there, 
take at once a trip into the romitry to find out whether there are any 
minerals, especially, as I hear, tliat there is a rock of crystal"^ 
above de laets Kiel where the mill stands. Inquire alxiut this some 
time and write me whctlicr there is a great quantity of it and send 
me of the purest, insteail of a piece as large as a hazelnut, a couple 
of barrels as a sample. It is said to extend as far as two or three 
leagues upwards. Do not omit either to send me by my ship some 
muddes of grain, that we may have the taste and the view thereof 
here. I see that occasionally you have to spend a long time at the 
Manaihaus; I hope that this will improve. If Dirck corssen stays 
there, you could turn some duties over to him and I have no doubt 
but he will be glad to do his best If you do yours also everything 
will go well, and see that I get something too for my great trouble 
and expense, which has lasted already so long. The indemnity 
from the Maquaas ought also some day to be collected without get- 
ting thereby into contention or war. It must be done in the name 
of the director below in order that the Maquaas may have less 
feeling against the people of Fort Orange and also against my 
people. If this ship (God willing) makes a good voyage, I hope 
from time to time diligently to continue [sending others] and to 
await the blessing of the Lord, toward which your zeal and fidelity 
can help much also. 

Notelman has defrauded me much with r^rd to the animals 
but I must have patience. He will have to pay the Company its 
dues for the three years that he has had them, both as to the lease 
and to the increase, and I for the remaining two years, as Gerrii 
de Reux has paid the first year. And as I must shorten this, I com- 
mend you to the gracious protection of Almighty God that He may 
preserve you in health for a long time and give what is to His honor 
and to the salvation of our souls. Amen. 

"criilal btrghg; lilenlljr, crystal hili or mountain. 
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Ksliaen van Renssdaer to Wolf ert Qenitsz^ 
October 4, 1636 
Latts deo, this day, 4 October 1636, in Amsterdam 

Very obliging friend, li'oiffert Gcrritsc: 

In answer to yours of the i8th of August 1635, I will say that 
I had hoped that you would have come over yourself to dispose of 
your money in my care, of which I have paid 65 guilders to IVou- 
ter van Kermpt, according to the enclosed notarial receipt. I had 
hoped that some of your children would have gone with their ani- 
mals up to my colony, but understand that they have been prevented 
from so doing so by the director and council. However, as the six 
years of the lease are now up, each one may do with hb animals 
as he pleases if he pay the agreed increase to the Company. There- 
fore, if 3rou like to sdl some of your animals to me or to send some 
of your children with your animals up the river, we will deal with 
> each other in all fairness. The Manhatans are mostly exhausted 
and my land is still luxurious and fresh. Some young animals 
could be left at the manathans and the land rest a little and by • the 
time the animals are grown up the land would have recovered it- 
self somewhat and have rested. But your honor must do as you 
think best and as is most profitable to you; wherewith ending, I 
commend you with your wife and children to God^s gracious pro- 
tection and remain with hearty greetings. 

List of papers and memoranda sent by Kiliaen van Rensselaer 

to Jacob Albertsz Planck'** 

October 4, 1636 

List of the papers and documents sent to Jacob planck and en- 
closed with his letter, this 4th of October 1636, in Amsterdam. 

No. I Kenionstrancc to the West India Company and the 
resolution^ passed concerning my ship called Rens- 
sclacrs ivijck. 

No. 2 Payments made to the jjcople who are to go over on 
-this ship, amounting to i^^zy.io: — 

^y.R.B.Mss, Lettw Book, f.8S. 
»V.R.B.MsM, UtUr Baok, f.89. 
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No. 3 Instructions drawn up for pieter Comelisz van Munck- 
endam, also concerning the officer and commis, 
Jacob phfick. 

No. 4 Roll of the people sailing for the colony with some 
memoranda for Pieter Comeliss. 

No. 5 Reasons which 1 have for transporting my animals 
to my colony. 

i\o. 6 Contract nia<lc with Gcrrit dc forccst concerning 
the ship called Roissi Uicrs wyck, wilh the invoice 
and hill of lading of the goods and estimate of the 
entire equipment. 

No. 7 Invoice and bill of lading of the goods sent for the 
account of the colony of Rensselaerswyck to Jacob 
planck — f4ioo — 

No. 8 Contract with pieter Conwlisc 7 an Mniickcndam. 

Clars J(i>!S.7 "i Uii nacrdcn. Albert Andricss van fre- 
rickstadt, concerning the mill company. 

No. 9 Contract with several carpenters, mainly for the mill . 
company. 

. No. 10 Contract mad.c with several farm laborers to be dis- 
tributed among the farms. 

No. II Contract with Cornelis maescn van buijnnalsen and 
Sijnwn IValichs van wijngaerden^ farmers. 

Xo. 12 Contract made with several free colonists. 

No. 13 Contract witli Cornelis Thomassen van Rotterdam, 
smith ; Arent Steff enter, hog dealer; with their men. 

Gerrit Jansz Oldeuhurcli . liviTig at the Manathans, has written me 
several times about getting a farm in my colony or at the Mana- 
thans. If he is able and you can accommodate him, give him a farm 
provided yon can got animals; and if yon can not, let him come 
over here and find some servants, after which he can sail thither 
again atid by that time I hope that the animals will have multiplied, 
or if he prefers to wait for that there, it is all right too. Do not 
forget to keep him in mind as being recommended and tell him to 
write me further how he lias fared. 

Cornelis van voorst may perhaps have some animals to spare 
which he can sell, or some one of his men may ^cc to that. To 
establish farms there must be animals. [Try] also [to make 
arrangements '.with] IVolpJicrt Gerrit S2 or his children. Make 
every effort to obtain animals, I shall send people. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Johannes de Laet^ 

October 6, i6j6 

To Mr Johan de laedtt, at Leyden 

In Amsterdam, this 6th of October 1636 

Yesterday, on Sunday. I received your favor of the 4th instant, 
in reply to which I shall hrielly say that our ship, (]<h\ \>c praised, 
has already arrived at the Texel. Yesterday, the supercargo went 
thither with the ])ai)ers and they are now waiting only for a good 
wind, which may God grant us. 

There i> g«>ud c<»in])any at the Texel lying ready also, notwith- 
staiuHng which we, the i)articipants of the colony, have insiired as 
follow.s, for which the policies are being made out: I4000 on tlv-* 
goods of the colony going only, of which your honor's portion is 
fSoo; the remaining ijoo^ your honor must risk, and on our half 
of the ship and goods in proportion, the policies for which have 
been handed to Samuel liofTman in the presence of confrater Bhwi- 
macrt, so that we shall not run so very much risk. I think that the 
insurance will be Cv^ in g<»ing and for the return voyage. 

The ship dc Scncn slarrc has come at tho right time, and by the 
good tidings which it brought of the con lition of our colony has 
made the people going thither so happy that they go now with re- 
doubled courage. The news which I have is little but good. The 
director (although he was again accused of having delayed the ship, 
which is slander ) hastened the sailing of this shi[) so much that the 
people could not get ready and I could scarcely obtain even a short 
letter from Jacob planck. 

The contents are: 

1 That consent has finally been given to send the animals, which 
have caused so much dispute, to the colony and that five milch cows 
and five calves had already been sent, which means a good deal to 
us. Thereupon I agreed with Noteltnan, Saturday, by decision oi 
the arbiters, that we shall pay him fiso and the Company f6oo, 
provided we receive the full number of horses, cows and other ani- 
mals. 

2 That the wheelwright, whom they needed so much, had come 
to the colony from the Manhatans. 

» V. R. B. Mss, UtUr Book, t88.* 

« Theie ** remBiidiic f joo " Mem to refer to tbe Mince of de Leet*s sWe of fiooo 
ia the tntal account of f5027:io for supplies for tlie colony. See p. 33S-j6> 
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3 That three farms were complete and their bams full of grain, 
each having about 30 morgens seeded, mostly with wheat 

4 That there were enough animals to stock two more farms as 
soon as our people arrive there. 

5 That they had had a fine increase of animals and needed nothing 
but people, who will now arrive to the number of 38, among whom 
are six women and several children, while some still expect to give 
birth on the way. 

6 That Jacob phnck had 150 skins in stock which he intended to 
send by the first ship of the Company, half of which, I take it« 
belong to him, it being but a false rumor that he had sent a quantity 
of skins as contraband by Dauidt pieierss. 

7 That all our g^in of the year 1635 delivered to the 
Company, but I have received no account of it In short, we must 
thank the Lord and can wish nothing better. 

The Company obtained about 8000 skins; which is good for them 
also ; however, there was little merchandise left. In advising your 
honor now as to selling a part of your honor's 1/5 share, I can say 
only what I have shown by my own example, namely that the share 
of Godijn was sold in two parts: i/io part to Jacob and hendrick 
Trip, who are married to the daughters, for fiooo cash in bank 
specie; the other i/io part I bought also for fiooo cash and offered 
to leave to Mr Coenraets if he wants it, otherwise I intend to keep 
it myself, although aside from that I own 2/5 shares therein. He 
has not given me any answer as yet. I promised to let him read 
all the letters and instructions in order that he may be a^ease and 
do the same with a good conscience. And in order that your honor 
may be at ease too, I send enclosed the instructions given to the 
crew of the ship. Please to look this over and annotate it if your 
honor has any objections and then with additions show it to Gerrit 
de foreest so that he may s'l^n it and send it back to me at the first 
opportunity without fail. Blommacrt has already transferred to 
his brother in law adam bcsscls i/io part out of his 1/5; what 
your honor must now do or not do is for yourself to decide; if the 
person [to whom you think of selling] could be of service to us, 
I should be the better pleased. Before I couM resolve to reduce 
my share, I sliould have to feel that it was necessary in order to 
have more backing, thoiif^h wo have enough pasture land to divide 
the one fifth shares into fiftictli shares as I think that by conveyance 
we have no less than 150 thousand mori^ciis of land. However. 
I fear that if we expand too much we may become the counterpart 
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of Swanendael, as the large number often causes confusion and, 
one pulling this way and another that way, hinder one another and 
are In one another's way, so that I should conclude the fewer in 
number the better ; but your honor must do as he pleases. When we 
got so many participants in Swanendal, then came our confusion. 
I hope that after this we shall not have to provide any more capi- 
tal and that we shall every year receive good returns, which wouM 
begin already if we only had the accounts of deliveries to the Com- 
pany. I keep your honor too long discoursing; when you come 
here you will be able to see [it all] more fully from the writings 
and papers which contain everything, especially the letter to Jacob 
planck; the list of the papers is herewith encl(»ed. 

Enclosed is the account of the cost of the enth-e equipment amount- 
ing for your honor's portion to fi550, and of the colony fiooa 
Hereto must be added the insurance premium, so that it will be 
about fioo higher; on this your honor can count Toward this 
your honor's draft furnishes f 1200, as you still owed me f300 of 
old, so that there remain fi450 for your honor to pay. I request 
that you kindly send me this amount at the first opportunity, as I 
have already advanced a good deal hereon and the people are still 
daily making frequent demands for money ; but most important of 
all, as GerrU de foreest has still more than f40oo to pay which they 
all try to collect from me, your honor will please let him know that 
he must make arrangements that I receive the said money this 
week, at least some of it and the rest next week. My own share is 
large and if in addition I have to provide so many thousands for 
him, I should be much embarrassed. He promised me to come back 
here at once or to send money, also to sign tiie instructions ; please 
have this matter urged on him and that he write me an answer to 
the enclosed. Your honor can have this general account copied for 
him; he has the detailed account of £7840:4:6 of the cargo, and he 
can have that copied for you in return. I ask you kindly to urge 
the matter strongly on him and in sending back the enclosed instruc- 
tions to let me have your honor's answer and opinion ; in this way 
I shall also be animated to take to heart with greater zeal and 
earnestness our common interest, which now for three months has 
given me no small trouble. I should not like to get into difficulty on 
account of other people's money. Trusting tliis matter to you, very 
dear and beloved Sir and friend, I shall end, commending your 
honor to the gracious protection of God ; may He grant the same 
to your honpr and to us all, etc. Mr blommaert and Trip have paid 
their portions already. 
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The equipment and the cargo ^15476 15 6 

The colony f 5027 10 



£20504 5 6 



The letter to foreest is open, your honor may read it and then 
seal it and have it handed to him. 



Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Gerard de Forestf* 

October 6, 1636 

Laus dco, this day, the 6th of October 1636, in Amsterdam 

Monsieur dc foreest: 

Yesterday forenoon our people left liere for the ship, taking with 
them all necessary pai)er>. The instructions, however, which have 
l)een signed by nie only and must be .si,L;ncd by your people, I have 
sent to Mr de Laett to have him look them over to see whether ho 
has anything to add; you can do tlie same and tlicn send them back 
to me signed. 

I am also very anxiously waiting for the rest of the money 
which you still have to provide and which amounts as follows : 

The ship with the equipment amounts to f57o6 3 o 

The cargo, of which you have the account £7840 4 6 

The food stores amount to £1930 8 o 



^15476 15 



Your half comes to ^7738 8 

The assignment and payment made by you 

when you were here last £3179 M 

The duffels sent last f 221 i 



Total f34oo 1 5 

Remains due ^4337 13 

In the above f 15476:15:6 are included all the provisintis' which 
we have loaded in the ship, toward which there is coming to the 
participants from the passengers 6 stivers a day for three months'* 

* V. R. B. Mst, iMttT Book, fjgb. 
•Sec p. 343. 
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according to agreement, which will alone amount to more than a 
thousand guilders. We could not well settle it otherwise without 
getting into a great quarrel. It amounts to a little less than 5 
stivers, but they have agreed to paj us 6 stivers on the arrival of the 
ship when we receive advice as to how long the passengers have 
enjoyed board. 

Mr de Laet has the detailed account of the ship and the provisions 
of which he will no doubt have a copy made for you so that each 
one may have the whole in full. 

I am surprised that I do not hear from 3rou about the above 
f4337 :i3 which must still be paid, as the people come bothering me 
daily so that I am ashamed and can not put them off any longei. 
You must settle this at once and de not neglect to send me word by 
the first boat how the matter stands, as you promised me to make 
arrangements for paying me at the first opportunity, and herewith 
I commend you to God Almighty. 

You know what trouble I have had ; I ought not in addition to 
suffer the trouble of having tiic people coming to dun me so. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Gerard de Forest^ 
October 8, 1636 

Gcraerdt De forecst, at Lcyden 

This day, the 8th of October 1636 

Day before yesterday I wrote to you under cover to Mr de Laett, 
complaining that I received from you neither news nor money and 
that the people came importuning me daily. This will happen now 
still oftener as I hope that our ship sailed today in good company ; 
it was most desirable that it should make such speed)- progress ; 
may Almighty God watch over it. However, now the ship is at sea, 
one can not delay the people any longer. There is also more risk 
involved for you than you think, inasmuch as of your half share 
nothing has been insured ; and if contrary to our hope an accident 
should occur, your partners might dispute and question the affair, 
since I have not been able to discover that you have anything but 
their mere consent and even that disputable. If one will share only 
in the cargo and another only in the ship, you must without delay 
advise me how the matter stands in order that no confusion may 
arise therefrom ; and if there is the least hitch, give me orders to 

*V.R,B. Mts, LHUr Book, f.90. 
22 
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take an insurance of four or five thousand guilders on your half; 
and aside from that, if [your payment for your share] does not 
come promptly, I shall be obliged to borrow the money upon bot- 
tomry but that would be a double loss. Do not neglect to advise 
me at once; the matter is risky and demands haste as tiie danger b 
largely within the first two to four days ; after that tiie danger is 
not so great. It should not happen that you send not a word of 
advice for so long a time, so that I have not only the trouble and 
my own large interest, but must in adflition be importuned on ac- 
count of your partners. Do not sleep on this but please satisfy 
me and answer at once. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Gerard de Forest' 
October 75, 1636 

Idem 

This day, the 15th ditto 

Your honor's letter willi the hill of exehani^e for 4S0 Carolu.s 
guilders on I'un dcr pan I have received an-1 turned over in pay- 
ment. I doubt not but you have .dready received the receipt but 
of the rest whidi you wrote me would follow on Saturday I have 
heard nothini::. (^n the streni^th of it. I have named this afternoon 
as jiay day, so that 1 shall be embarrassed ; 1 have taken 1000 g^uilders 
of niy money out of the bank and shall sec how far that will i^o. 
Meanwhile, tlo n(»t neglect to urge your partners not to t^et nie 
into difficulty. I shall name next Saturday as another pay day. when 
they ouj^iit to furnish me with the money. According; to your ad- 
vice, I have taken i)(»unds l''leini>h insurance for the voya.q;e at 
Of. If they wi.>h to insure the return voyai^e also they have still 
time enough to think it over. The^c 252 g'uildcrs insurance pre- 
mium, they must send iite al'^o, Let those who have the money 
do so, as the premium nnt-^t be i)aid cash or the insurance ag^ents 
beq:in to trou1)lc. I Impe that our ship has already passed tlie 
Channel and that God Almighty will grant us a happy voyage. 

*V,ILB, Mu, iMUr Book, f.90. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Johannes de Laet® 
October 29, 1636 

Joan dc laett, at Lcyden 

Tliis (lay, the 2(;th of October 1636 

Your honor's favor of tlie 21st instant with the drafts and cur- 
rency, amounting togctlicr to the sum of 1450 jqiiildcrs, 1 have re- 
ceived and entered on your account. We shall settle all accounts 
at the first opportunity when Gcracrd dc forccst shall have sent his 
balance, which still amounts to alxjut £400, as all the debts up to that 
amount have l)een paid. He writes me that he will furnish the 
money promptly, and T <Ioul)t not but that he will do as he says; 
nevertheless, I write him today a short note of reminder which 
your honor can second by word of mouth w hen you see him. It is 
today three weeks since our small ship sailed. If it has kept the 
wind which we have had. here thus far, I hope that with God's 
help it is already more than half way. For your honor's account 
insurance has been taken as follows: 

£4000 f 800 for your honor's ±/io in 

the goods sent to the 
colony, for the out voy- 
age only, at 6^, amounts 
to £48 

{2666^ { 533>i for your honor's 2/10 

in one half of the ship 
at 6^ going f 32 

returning Gi £32 

£3200 fi64o'' for your honor's in 

one half of the cargo at 
6^ going f 38 8 

returning f38 8 



Total fiV/Syi Cash fii8 8 

rettwuing £70 8 

Last Saturday afternoon his Excellency Count Maurit^ sailed 
with four ships: Zulphen, fernambucq, thuus van Nassauw, Adam 

• y. R. B. Mss. Letter Book. {.goh. 
^Should be U49. 

• Should be 2/10. 

•.Joban MauriU, count of Na&sau Sicgcn; au)'ointed governor of Urazil, August 23, i6j6. 
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en eve; De heer van Coin and />" Resselerius were obliged to re- 
main and even yesterday had not gone out, so that I do not know 
whotlier they are out or not, I think they are in; it is awkward that 
the wind has changed. 

Day before yesterday we came together once more to discuss 
the increase of capital and in the name of the participants made 
three propositions to give them satisfaction. 

1 Concerning those who have increased their investment and who 
will still further increase it. 

2 Concerning those who may not increase it. 

3 Concerning all the participants whether they have increased 

the same or not. 

( )n tile fiv<t lieail, that all lllt)^e who increa-^e >hall draw yearly 
(livi(Ien<l en the inerea^e, being 2'/ on the whole, and that 
each particii)ant t<i whom the said shall not he i>aid, may for his 
security lev\' on the snoods of the Company, as those may do who 
have advanced money on interest to the Company. 

On the second head, that circulars be sent to all the particii)ants 
to induce them to make the sai I increase with such reasons and 
motives as the situation of atiairs of the state anil of the Coni})any 
may jH-rmit ; tb.ereafter that tlio'-e who fail to respond be called 
upon by further and public notice and finally be specially summoned 
to do so on ])ain. in case of refusal, of beinj^ prosecuted for con- 
tumacy and of having- others admitted in their place. 

However, as the terms for the subscribers are so very favorable 
it is taken for granted that no one will fail to take advantage of 
them. 

On the third hea 1. that a certain amount of capital shall be re- 
served for the trade to nuinen and the coast of Africa, to Pernam- 
buco and r.razil. to the West Indies and New Netherland. to trade 
therewith for the profit of the participants, which jirofit*^ should 
be distributed yearly as far as they go and thereto adtled the duties 
recently imposed by the Assembly of th^ XIX on the private 
traflers. 

This capitnl has been fixed at TOO,ooo guilders. For each ninth 
part*** merchandise to be bought here for cash, without including 
therein the ships or expense^ of equipment, which arc to be de- 
frayed out of the capital which the Company will derive from the 

The capit.nl siotk of the Company wa« divided into nine parts, of which the 
Chamber of Amsterdam managrd four i ' i u of Zccland two parts, and those of 
the Masc, the Noorder-Quartier and Stad co Laaden, each one part 
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returns, in such a way tliat purchases shall be made from the first 
of Jatuiary on and continue to be made, applying the returns as 
above, to the amount of the aforesaid sum. 

The agents'* in ciiarge of these goods shall be bound to make 
oath and render accounts to tlie auditors of the directors and chief 
participants in order to divide the profits thereon yearly as afore- 
said, after deduction of the expenses of eqiiipmcnt, and if any 
goods are lost the same to be made good out of the prizes taken 
by the Company (others tliink that they should be deducted from 
the profits ) ; and in this way, with God's blessing, a sure dividend 
might be declared each year, so that the shares of the West India 
Company would be worth little less than those of the East India 
Company. 

These articles to be drawn up with the formality tlicreto re- 
quired, to wit: with the knowledge of the respective chambers, the 
chief participants and the Assembly of the XIX and the approval 
of their High Mightinesses. 

This is as far as my memory serves me for 1 kept no copy 
thereof, but Mr Coenraets made a note of it. Whether the pro- 
posal will be agreeable t" tin directors, we shall hear in the course 
of time. I 1)elieve that Monday a report thereon was -made in the 
Chamber of Amsterdam. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Gerard de Forest'^ 
October 1636 

Ditto, 29 October 

Geraerd de Foreest: 

I have received the remittance of £1542:17:8'' and anxiously 
await the rest as everything but that is paid. In addition you must 
not fail to remit me separately 252 guilders for the 700 pounds 
Flemish which have been insured at 6j^, in order that I can pay 
the underwriters cash, as otherwise they are apt to make trouble; 
of this I can not omit advising you. 

CommittstH. 
«• V. R. B, Mu, Lttttr Book, £.91. 

• The third figure of this amount in the Letter Book is illceiWo; according to 
p. 344 it is a 4, but adiliti^; the suma there given ami subtracting them from f77jR:7:7, 
the remainder is {1089:18:3, instead of £1109:18:5, so that the third figure ought per* 
ha|W to be a 2. As eight duiten make one stiver, the Tina! fii iiie 8 vv.juld aecID to be 
wranc alao. To make the subtraction on p. 344 right it should be a 6. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Gerard de Forest'* 



November lo, i6$6 

Gerard de foreest. The loth of November. Written again for 
the balance of the account and for the insurance premium of i2^2, 
[for] which a moment ago a [bill] was presented by the under* 
writers, but he** has received no money as yet. Answer at once; 
another time I should be unwilling to take the trouble*^ upon me. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Gerard de Forest*^ 
November 28, idjd 

Gerard de forecst, at Leyden 

111 Anistcrdam, this 28tli of November 1636 

I was out of town fur a few days and on coming home find 
yours of the 13th iu>tant, in which you state that yuu would send 
me the premium money by StDiticccli or Tortarolis, of which thus 
far 1 have lieard notliing; 1 hoi)c that it was not wrongly delivered; 
you can tell them tliis in order to straighten out this matter. Also 
as to the rest of the account which is still large and makes me feel 
very much ashamed ; 1 have great fear that there will be difficulty, 
as you wrote that it wouM follow the week after your letter and it 
has not come yet. I'lease exert further diligence and advise mc 
how the matter stands, for I can not put the j^eople off any longer 
and 1 should resent it if I were obliged to b<jrrow the money. 

Touching the \\ c st India Company, they thought first of sending 
thither again de Seucn starre which came thence, but then dis- 
covered that it was too small and resolved to send den harinck 
thither via Curasao; however, this will ])r(>l)al)ly not be before 
spring. 1 tliink that they will not debate the throwing open of 
the country till then; it would be well if this subject were kept 
alive so tliat in the next meeting of the XIX, which is to be held 
in 14 days, a resolution might be passed thereon and if the chief 
participants of Leyden should commission Mr de lad to propose 
that something be done about it. 

P. S. If no money comes about the beginning of next week, I 
must seek other remedy for I can not delay the work any longer. 
Vaie. 

^V,R.B.Mss, Letter Book, f.91. Ifemorandum In handwriting of Kiliaen van 
Rcniaelaer. 

" Possibly Joost van Sandwech; we next letter. 
**ntgU; literally, quarrel. 
^V,lLB,Mu, UtUr Btok, Uik 
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Kiliacn van Rensselaer to Gerard de Forest'^ 

December i6j6 

Gerard deforeest, at Leyden 

In Amsterdam, this 5th of December 1636 

1 liave just received yours of the 4th instant and am surprised 
that the wife of hcndrick dc forces^ ' has not communicated to you 
the letters which she received from her husband, as she left here 
Tuesday before the day of prayer. 1 have received but one letter, 
signed by all three^'" of them, which contains less information than 
her letters will probably have. It is all right that one should write 
in the name of all tliree but in addition each should write separately 
a short letter to me and also to you, which they have not done, and 
as I have not time to copy the letter I send you the nrit,Mtial en- 
closed; please read it, communicate it to Mr dt Laat and others, 
copy it and then send it back to me at once. It is a great favor 
of the Lord our Go<l that he lias preserved our people, our ship 
and goods so graciously in such perils and such long continue^l 
Storm, for which He must be lauded and praised forever. They 
complain about the food, but have not much cause for it as the 
passengers were victualled for three months and eight of my men 
were left on land so tliat the provisions could last that much longer. 
The 12 men of the crew are victualled for 12 months, which is 
equal to 48 men for three months, so that one with tlie other they 
have provisions for six months on board, as in New Netherland 
they can supply what is wanting for the crew. They write also 
for money to buy food, which I would send if it would not take 
too long before they get it ; moreover I have no correspondent In 
England. I hope that with this wind they will again continue 
their voyage in God's name and that the Lord may give a good 
result, that they do a good business. The insurance money must 
not be delayed or the underwriters will make trouble in case of 
loss. The other money must not be delayed any longer either ; I 
do not know how I shall draw on jan du forecsfi^ for the f 800. I 

« V, R. B. Mis. Utter Book, f.9ib. 

>*Hcadridc de Foreit wat the Km of Gerard de Foresee elder brother, Jcne de 

Forest. 

Dirck Corsscn Stam, supercargo, Jan Ticpkcsr Sclicllingcr, skipper, and IIcn<lrick 
de Forest, mate, of the Renssclaerswyck, which lailed from Amsterdam Sept. 15, 1636. 

"•J. W. De Forest, The dc Forests of Avesnes, mr-ntions Jean de Forest, son of 
Jesse de Forest; Jean dc Forest, son of Jcs&c's elder brother, Mekbior de Forest; Jean 
de Forea^ aanioaed brother of Jeaae de Forcit; and Jean da Forest of Tonrcoing, all 
IflMly to have been Ihrlnc in 16361. 
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shall inquire what I can do. hut the rest uiust follow. Today I 
paid out so nuich that 1 have not ten guilders in the house, for 
I have iin excuse whatever fur i)iUting the people off any lont^er. I 
sec that nearly all the trouhle comes down upon me, which dues 
not distress me as nnich as that, in addition to the large portion 
which I risk myself, I must also take care of [the payments of] 
others or he dunned for them, which I am not used to. Please to 
arrange for the li{iui(lation [of tlie account] and in addition I 
ought to have some cash on hand to spend in emergencies like the 
present one. Vale. 



Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Gerard de Foreest*^ 

December i8, j6j6 
Gerard de foreest, at Leyden 

This day, the i8th of December 1636 

Yesterday 1 received a letter from S'' J cost z'on Sandizvech with 
a remittance of fi456:i6:4 some days after sight, which has been 
accepted. He says that the same is for the halance of what he, 
Tartar olis and others nui.st provide and asks me to advise him 
whether that hal.mces the account, which I can not well do as I 
have not kept any account with any one individually; you will 
therefore greet him heartily in my name and help him out in iiis 
request. 

First, he says that of the £1456:16:4, f2io must 
go toward the insurance at 55^ of £4200 ; the rate is 
6% and the amount should be f 252 ; subtracted from 
the £1456:16:4, there remains for the equipment 
and cargo £1204 4 

he has also remitted £1542 17 8^ 

received from Ian du poni f 480 o o 

received from you in cash f 563 15 

for goods furnished, in 15 lots ^^57 
The equipment and the cargo according to the 
account sent, thou^jh a few lots had been omitted, 
amount to £15476:15:6; your half is ^7738 7 7 



So that there is a balance due to me of £1109 18 5 



« y. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f o-' 

"This amount should probably be £1544:17:6. Sec p. J41. 
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Hereof you have ordered me to draw fSoo on 
Jehan du foreest, whtcfa I have not been able to do, 
so that he must send, it to me in coin or by other 
remittance, of which you will please notify him f 800 



Remains still ' f 309 18 5 

Why these £309:18:5 fail to come I do not know; you must in- 
form me and S'' Santwech about them as he writes that he will 
remit me his balance at once. 

Dirck Corssen Stam, Jan Tiepkesz Schellinger and Hendrick de 
Forest to KiHaen van Rensselaer^ 

January 8, 16^7 

Laus deo. At Jirercom/* tlie 8tli of January 1637 

Honorable, wise, prudent, very discreet sir, Mr ffiel Jan tfan rens- 
selaer 

Sir : We hereby let you know that we have written to your honor 
and that we have received no reply. We sail at this ebb of the 
tide ; there is a N.E. wind with a foresail breeze. May the good 
Lord grant us luck and a safe voyage. Cornells toomanssen the 
smith has been stabbed to death here by his comrade hans van 
seuehuijsen and hans van seuehuijsen has been taken inland, to wit, 
to exsetter, where he must await his verdict. The matter has given 
us a great deal of trouble, but thank God we are all of us still hale 
and hearty and agree well with one another. We know not much 
to write as we have given an account of all that has happened in our 
previous letters, so that we can not write your honor more at present, 
for there is no news here except that a large number of vessels are 
arriving on account of the heavy storm, which rages all the time. 
Wishing your honor and your honor's family a happy New Year, 
• we commend your honor to the protection of the Lord. Amen. 
In great haste, your honor's servants 

[signed] dirck Corssenstam 
Jan tiepkcss 
H De forest 

[Endorsed] 

To gicl Jacn van rcnssclacr 

» V. R. B. V^r 12. 

** Ilfracombe, on tbc north coMt of Devon, England. 
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Jan Tiepkesz Schellinger to his wife, Trijn Janse Bniigli" 

* 

January p, itf J7 

• Praise God above all. From ijUe jakom^^ the channel of 
brusto,^ i6^y, the 9th of January 

Worthy, well and dearly beloved wife Trin ijans: 

I let you know that all of us and all my people are still hale and 
hearty, for which the Almighty God be praised and thanked; I 
hope that it may be the same with yon, my dear and much beloved 
wife, and also with our children and all our good friends; were 
it otherwise, it would grieve my heart to hear it I let you know 
further that we intend to put to sea tomorrow, the loth, if it pleases 
Almighty Ciod, for we have only now, that is today, obtained an 
east wind and have therefore been obliged to remain here long and 
at great expense for the ship and the people, for which we arc 
sorry. We have lain here over seven weeks, but God Almtg^hty 
grant us a safe voyage ; I iiopc tlint \vc shall make good the loss. 
My dear wife, you must know that this is the third letter which 
I liavc written and I have longed niiicli for your reply to my first 
letter, which I have not received for unknown reasons. I beg you 
further, my dearest, that you will take good care of my dear 
children and kccj) and direct them in all good ways and so that 
they may obey you in every respect : and if you write, liave my 
son qcrrit yansrn write to me too tliat 1 may see his writing; tell 
him that I wish it. God grant that they may grow up in His 
favor and obtain the salvation of their souls and do you, my dear 
wife, submit yourself to God and serve Him in his Church and 
instruct 3rQur children therein, if you please, upon which I set my 
heart ; and beware of and avoid what may harm jrour soul and keep 
yourself from evil if it is possible as I trust in you, my dear, and ' 
that you will be an example to your children for good. No more 
of this for the present however; may the Almighty God graciously 
keep you and all of us and grant us a safe voyage. Greet all my 

" V. R. B. Mss 13. 

** nfr.-icnni1>e, on the north coast of Devon, England. 
» Bristol. 
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good friends and especially my dear children with a friendly kiss. 
Amen, Amen. 

[signed] Jan Ticpkcsz dat kk vcnnachj"^ 

[Endorsed] 

To deliver 
to the worthy and virtuous 
vrouwe trin ijans bruigh 
outside the riggeliers pooert at 
the ossemaerckt in the mewetuin 
at Amsterdam 1637. 
Praise the boat 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Gerard de Forest^ 

AprU 2, J637 

Gerard de foreest, at Leyden 

This 2d of April 1637, in Amsterdam 

Although I hope that by this time our [)cople, ship and goods 
have already arrived in New Netherland, 1 have no word from 
any of the head people as to the precise day when they expected 
to put out to sea, only one letter from a young relative of mine** 
stating that they would put to sea at the first opiK)rtunity, in com- 
pany with two well mounted Enj^lish vessels. What the cause of 
this failure is, I can not tell Init must patiently await their return, 
with God's blessint,'-, to tlie fatherland. 

As there is still more than ikxj guilders due to mc on your 
account, this will serve also to urge you to let mc have the said 
money at tlie first opportunity, .\ccording to your wish, I have 
suspended payments for some time ; also I have heard nothing 
of the f8oo of Jclian du fnrccst, an l as 1 atn very nuicli in need of 
tnoney on account of a large quantity of pearls which 1 have 
l>ought and on which T can get a rel)ate as 1 am allowed to dis- 
count my own note at eight per cent, you will please make arrange- 
ments and, in order that I may know how to regulate myself, 
will advise me at once what I can count on. Further, as I have 
taken considerable insurance on my half of the returns and as 
our people, on account of the great demand which there must be 

Jan Ticpkcsz, that I may be tUe. 
» V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.92. 
" MauriU Jansz van Brocckhuyscn; sec p. 408. 
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in that country from lack of other ships, may come hither again 
immediately and run great danger from the Dunkirkers since they 
come alone, I should advise you, as I hope that business will be 
good and well able to bear the insurance, to insure for a few 
hundred pounds Flemish, upon which also I shall await your 
answer. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Joost van Sandwech*' 

June 27, 1637 

Joost Van Sandwech, at Leydcn 

In Amsterdam, this 27th of June 1637 

I hope that S'' gerrit de foreest has come home from Delff and 
agreed and made further arrangements with you as to the payment 
of the balance and of the new insurance, as I have contracted with 
him and everything is done in his name and I might get into 
trouble with him if I undertook anything without his orders. You 
will therefore please have him give me orders himself or substitute 
you by notarial instrument to correspond with me in his stead and 
promise to hold good and binding whatever you shall resolve upon 
with me, both with regard to his own participation and that of 
his partners, as to whom I never received proper information to 
what extent and for how much each one participates under him, 
since many changes were made therein. 

I shall therefore await further orders and for the present take 
no other insurance on his half than the 1000 guilders, of which 
I spoke to you, which I have not been able to do yet on account 
of the bad tidings which come daily from the sea, yes, I have not 
even completed the insurance which I meant to take on my half 
and for Uie colony. I ask kindly that gerret de foreest take 
care that I get the balance of my money before good or bad tidings 
of the small boat arrive, otherwise we shall get into great dispute 
about it. It is not a question of promising the interest nor of the 
trouble which I have had therewith, but of the participation and 
the participants themselves. Therefore, I ask you once more in 
all friendship to let me know the names of the participants and 
above all that I may receive the money before good or bad tidings 
come. It is inconvenient for me to be in this uncertainty as to 
why this money fails to come wherein I unwittingly may run some 

V. R. B. hiu, Utttr Book, f.pab. 
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risk myself. If he cedes it^^ to }()u instead of to Jan du foreest 
I am satisfied, but it must be paid before any tidings of the ship 
come. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Joost van Sandwech^ 

August 20, i6s7 

Joost Van Sandwech, at Leyden 

This 20th of August 1637, in Amsterdam 
Some time ago I wrote you for the money which is still due to 
me stating that I was in great need of having it by the last of 
July, now past, to make payments to the West India Company, and 
a few days later Cortakeli^ came here to whom also I mentioned 
it ; but to my surprise I have received neither money nor answer. 
Please therefore not to fail to send me this amount, for I am 
ashamed to have kept the aforesaid Company waiting so long and 
besides I must pay eight per cent interest thereon. I hope that our 
ship will arrive very soon, as it has been reported to me that about 
four months ago she was spoken at Capo Charles in Virginia and 
in passing had called out that they hoped to follow soon and had 
sold most of their goods and sold them well, but that they must 
first call on the English at the north and also stop in New Nether- 
land, in order, as I presume, to collect the balance."* The wife of 
Hendfick du foreest, who went from here to Leyden, will no doubt 
have communicated this to you. Let there be no failure about send- 
ing or remitting the money. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Joost van Sandwech^^ 

September 14, 16^7 

Joost Van Sandwech, at LcvhIcii 

In Arnslcrdam, this 14th of Sci)tctnl)cr iGi^y 
I receive this moment your letter and see that ynu have ])ro- 
tested to Jchan du foreest and Touchain de herijon, who replied 
that they had made their payments, wliich thus far has not been 
done. I am astonished at tlieir impertinence in keeping me waiting 

■*The batancc of hb interest? 

« V. R. B. ^fss. Letter Book, £.93. 
»• Tortarolis' See p. 344. 

** it rgMtonIt f# inntn; literaHjr* to collect tbe remainder. 

»V.R.B.Mss. Letter Porh, {.93. The first threr^ linos, indudiiig the words " pajr* 
OMOta." are in the handwriting of KiUaen van Rensselaer. 
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almost a year with idle consolations. It is true that last week a 
young man was here saying that he had the money and tiien tiiat 
he would let me have it in a day or two, which da3rs are now long 
past I do not know what their intention is; there is a suspicion 
of bad faith in wanting to be participants without furnishing any 
money and to regulate themselves according to the results of the 
business. Therefore, as the ship is about to arrive, to avoid all 
question, please let me have the balance of the portion of Gerrit 
du foreest according to your letter, in order that the others coming 
in between may not put me again on slippery ice. I must there- 
fore live between hope and fear and can with justice say: Nescio 
quo me veriant. Do not neglect to answer me by way of haerlem 
or at the first opportunity and to send me the money in order that 
I may for once, now it comes to a pinch, be at ease. Trusting to 
your promptness I commend you. 

Tomorrow by the first boat, I expect the effect of your letter; 
it must not be delayed any longer. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Pieter Comelisz van Munnickendam^ 

September 21, i6s7 

Picttcr Conicliscn 7'an Munnickcdam^ in New Netherland, in the 
colony of Rensselaer swyck 

This 2ist of September 1637, in Amsterdam 

Sent by den hannek 

Notwitlistandiiig I have received no letter from you, as my small 
vessel which I expect every hour has n^t yet arrived, I can not 
refrain from telling' you, on the report which 1 have from Jacob 
ivolfcrscn, who met your sou in law"^' at the ManJiataiis and told 
me that uj)on y»nir arrival at the Manluitans you had immediately 
houq'lit a small yacht or a s1mo|) and at once saile<l up the river 
therewith, that yon have done very well herein and that I must 
praise your dilis^ence in this matter in which you will please con- 
tinue. Further, I understand also that you had .i;»K>ds cnout^h at 
the creek or at the falls wliore the mill was t<> stand and that \<n\ 
had made every effort to L;et the mill ready for operation (from 
which the profits must come). 

»V.R.B.M$t, Letter Book, i.93i^. i 
" Symon Jooss Benypol; lee pi. 4o6» 413, 417. 
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I have no doubt that no matter how much lumber you saw, it 
will be sold readily to ray people, at the Manhatans, and also to 
the English, both to the soutli and to the north, who will no doubt 
come to fetch it at your place. And you must pay especial atten* 
tion to this now that your partner CUus Jansen van Naerden, 
who goes by this ship, is to be with you, that together and with 
God's help you find means to build for the chiefs and others of 
the savages houses and huts which they can shut with doors and win- 
dows, to which end you must keep on good terms with the smith, 
that he may furnish nails, hinges, bolts and other necessaries on 
condition of receiving a suitable profit therefrom. The accident • 
to my smith^ and his helper is very inconvenient for me; however, 
I hear that another has come from the Manhatans. 

I am negotiating here with two good smiths, but the time is 
now somewhat short as the ships have already left for the Texei 
and I fear that I shall not succeed this time. I recommend to 
you above all to observe tiie fear of God, to live in peace with 
one another, to promote the profit and service of your master and 
of yourself ; about the blessings of the Lord there will then be no 
doubt I long very much for your letter; omit not to write me 
full particulars on all occasions and greet Albert andriesen and the 
others of our people of the mill company from me, recommending 
to them also the fear of the Lord and diligence, wherewith, etc. 



Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wouter van Twiller® 
September 21, 1637 

^ _^ TRANSI.ATF.D UY MRS ALAN H. STRONG 

Wouter van TwilUr, in New Netherland, at Fort Amsterdam 

This 21 st September 1637, in Amsterdam 

Sent by de Harinck 

As I am daily, yes almost hourly, expecting the arrival of my 
small shij), I have postix)nefl this [letter] till now, because I have 
no letter from you and, when the said ship went out. I advised you 
so fully tliat now I have no more material. I only have from you 

" Cornelis Thoraasz. killed in a quarrel l>y hi^ lulprr Hans van Scvenhuyscn at 
llfracombe, in Devonshire, England, Dec. 8, 1636; sec p. 345, 365. The imith from the 
Manhatanfl was Bttrger Jorin. 

"V.R.B.Mss, Letter Po, !!, f.oili-O Printo.l in Dutch in Oud Holland, 1890, 
8:29j-95« as Appendix K to Mr de Rocver's articles on the colony of Kcnsaclacrswyck. 
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the recommendation of the widow of Roclof Jansen,^ written to 
me liastily and with few words, and your oral greetings by Jacob 
WolphcrUen, and am glad to know that you are well. I released 
the said widow from her debt long ago. My reason for so doing, 
I will tell you orally when we meet (God willing) in good health. 
I am expecting your return by one of these two ships which the 
Company is sending thither with a new director. I do not know 
what to advise you, whether to cross by the first which returns 
at once, or by the second, which it appears will stay longer. If 
the first to come is defendable and large enough, I would advise 
you to come by that; the sooner tlic better, so that you may clear 
yourself at last from the unbearable slanders with which the fiscal** 
and his wife have besmirched and defamed your person through 
the whole land, before great and small, religious and secular people. 
The wife, who was here not long ago, or perhaps is still here, 
continues to do so, trying especially to involve the minister also, 
who is slandered so before the consistory that it is most important 
for him to come over ; and let hirn not be persuaded to Stay there 
before he has vindicated and justified liiinself. Yes; no one was 
overlooked, either great or small, especially of those who belonged 
to the council or had had anything to do with the administration, 
so it seems that the country there is full of rascally and godies.<t 
people and it is highly needful that every one who has any regard 
for his honor should come and defend himself in order to thrust 
such a load of blame from his shoulders. 

And as to your honor, many are so misled and deceived that 
they think that your honor will not dare return but will stay in 
that country, although I, wherever I go, maintain the contrary. 

It seems that the Company intends to take up the affairs of 
New Netherland now with all diligence, since by the increase of 
the Company's capital by ^ they have now obtained money which 
they really lacked before. As I am informed, they have planned 
some freedoms but are delaying to issue them until they have re- 
ceived news of the condition and opportunities of the country, 
which, as I guess, will happen on the advice of this now departing 
du-ector^* and, as I also guess, on the advice of the returning di- 
rector and other councilors, so that you had better be on good 
terms with this director who now goes thither, in order to make a 
success of New Netherland, for if one thinks one way and another 

**Aiinetje Jans, who in 1638 married the Rev. Everardus Bogardus. 
^LvHHttH vam Dmcktag*. N. i« R. 
««WillciD Kieft 
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thinks the other way, disorder will be the result. I advise your 
honor to receive and to install this director in office with aU 
courtesy, keeping on good terms as far as it is iii any way possible. 
And as I met him here several times, 1 have likewise very urgently 
recommended him to keep up friendly relations, which he on his 
part has promised me that he will not fail to do. I have also 
strongly commended my people and colony to his care, which lie 
has likewise pruniiscd to give, su far as liis oath and commission 
will allow (and herein 1 agree with him ). 1 hope also that matters 
will improve in the future, since very discreet commissioners for 
the affairs of New Netlierland have einiie iiilo uftice by these last 
changes. lUit >uke they transact then bubiness in secret, 1 write 
this only on supposition. 

As to your animals, if you want to keep tlieni, it is well. If not, 
let me have the preference over otliers. And if you liave no par- 
ticular use for them, you could transport them to my colony until 
your honor has made other pl.uis. 1 believe they will be as safe 
and well taken care o£ there as at any other place until further 
notice. 

And since 1 do not know in what way I could at this time lengtiicn 
this letter, I conmiend you, etc. 

Herein eneloscd is also a letter from your father, also one to 
Cunuiis z aii I icnhovcn, to be handed to him. 

P>e pleased to order Jacob I'lanck not to fail to keep me fully 
informed of everything and to send over accounts and memoranda 
of everything. I am informed that your honor has taken some 
blacksmith's coal from my ship for the use of the Company. 
Please give back the same in kind, as the Company is now sending 
over other coal and 1 could not get any for love or money. I sixikc 
to the director here about it and he promised me that he would 
attend to it. And furtlier I commend to yon in general the wel- 
fare of my people and colony so long as you remain there. 

KUiaen van Rensadaer to Jacob Albertsa Planck^ 

September 21, i6^j 

Jacob Albertsz Planck, in New Nether land in the colony of Rens- 
selaerswyck 

This day, 21 September 1637, in Amsterdam 
Though I have no letter from you, being in daily expectation 
of the same by my small boat, this will serve to enclose [the list 

« y. R. B. Mss, Lttttr Book, {.94^ 
23 
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of] die persons who now go thither in the ships of the Company, 
namely four persons in the Company's ship de Harinck and four 
IKTsons in the ship chartered by the Company, also the account of 
what I have advanced to them in money in addition to the expenses 
of the passage, also the contracts they have entered into with me, 
all of them enclosed. I would have sent more i)€aple but at first 
the Company woidd not give me any certainty; when they had 
chartered the other ship they were willing to transport them but 
it was then too late. 

I send herewith no goods to you, not knowing what I should 
send, as I have no advice at all though I expect it every hour; but 
it will come too late for this time. I recommend to you to help 
administer everything to my best interest and to send me all the 
information you can gather, especially as to what has been sold, 
what remains still unsold and what it is most necessary to send. 
I have become well aciiuaiutcd with the new director*' who goes 
over now ; lie will doubtless help you wherever he can promote your 
interest consistent with his oath and coiniiiissit)ii. Keep on good 
terms with him and olTer him out of tlio common goods a few 
pretty things or necessaries; he can repay us for thcni in such 
services as he nia\ be able to render without detriment to the 
C ompany, ^'ou will assist the farmers in every way provided they 
on their side do not fail to deliver the just half of the grain which 
I am entitled to. Herewith go also two smiths who are able 
workers and also l()ck>miths.* nuist see that they find room 
somewhere. As K>ng as they have a sho|) they can ea>ily make 
shift as to the rest. When they have nothing el->e to do they could 
make a quantity of nails, in stock, to sell at the Manhatans or to 
the luiglish ; also, if Z'''. Conirlissoi could build for the savages 
small houses and huts with closed doors and windows, let them 
then make the necessary nails, hinj^es, hooks, lx)lts and other hard- 
ware, wherewith, etc. 

« VVillem Kieft. 

**■ Cf. statement in Ittlor of <tanic date to Pictcr Cornclisx van MunnickendaiD. on 
p. 351. The account ho*.)k» among the Rensselnerswyck Mss do not ahow that any amitba 
cane over ia itfjy. 
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Log of the ship Rensselaerswyck on its voyage from Amsterdam 

to New Netherland and return^^ 

September 25, 1636 — November y, 163/ 

Journal for ijan tirf>hs Schcllingcr^ 
1636, the 2d of October 
Journal 

In the year of Our Lord 1636, the 25th of Sep- 
tember, the boat called Rinselaers Wijck sailed in 
God*s name from amsierdam to tessel,^ at .about 
two o'clock in the afternoon. God preserve Riti' 
selaers Wkkl 

Sailed from Amsterdam and anchored before 
duickerdatm^ with a south wind and heavy weather. 

Afternoon again set sail with a southwest wind 
and sailed to opposite pampas'^ and anchored there. 

Again set sail with a south wind and came near 
the south buoy of the vlaecV^ and anchored there. 

The boat arrived at tessel and anchored in nine 
fathoms near the east end ; the wind S. W. 

The wind easterly followed by calm. Here lay 
some French traders, one Straits trader*^ and two 
faemebockj^* traders, poor fleets, and the Straits 
trader intended to go to Ireland; we arranged to 
sail together as far as pleijmuijef^ and so put to 
sea in God's name, about four o'clock in the after- 
noon, about 22 vessels strong, without convoy. 

f. B. yftf. II. entitled: J ,><->rr!.irl ? <>-^>,t Han ticf<ks Schellingcr. In same hanil- 
writmn as kttt r of Jan Ticpkesz tu lii;> wife, Jan. 9, i6j7 (ace p. 346-47), Ihc signature 
to which is the saine as that of Jan Tiepkesx under letter of Jan. 8, 1637, to Ktliaen 
van Rcn.ssclacr (aee p. 345^- 

•In N. y. Col. Mss. 4:357. under date of Jan. 23, 1648, the name of this akippef 
is given as Jan Tci<i,s van SchcUinnen; in Court Minutes, 1652-56, p. 133, in the 
Albany County clerk's ofTice, under date of Apr. 1654, as Jan Tjebkews Schtllinger. 
De Vries, Korte Historiael, p. 136. umlcr date of Jan. 17. ^6^$, mentions the arrival 
in the West Indies of a dtipper Scheitingtr, from MtdembKek, 

••The Texel. 

•'Should be: September 

•* Dnnerdam, a smalt village a stiort distance from Amsterdam and on the north 
side of the I J. 

•* PatnpuB, the bay of the Zuiderzee into which the IJ flows. 

■*II«t Vlaak. a sboal in the Zuiderzee, southeast of the island of Wierinien. 

•* Siraets - acrdef; refers to a ship trading along the shores of the Mediterranean. 

Fernambuco. 
"Plyiwtrth. 
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Th. 9 In the morning the wind was still S.E. ; the course 

as before S.W. with a stiff breeze. At noon we saw 
the Flemish coast and at the same time we saw two 
sails, one off the Flemish coast sailing northward, 
the other off the English coast sailing southward, 
but they did not approach us and remained unknown. 
In the evening toward sunset duinkercketi^ lay about 
five leagues** S.E. from us and a W.S.W. course was 
followed. The wind was then about east ; it became 
calmer in the evening tliough we kept a steady 
breeze. As far as we could see there lay some 12 to 
15 ships in the scheertie.^ That day we distributed 
rations, one to each man. During the night there 
was a strong wind from the east. Done once more. 

Fr. 10 In the morning the wind as before with a steady 

breeze, beeucsier^ lay tlien N. N. W. four leagues 
away from us. The course \V. by S. and in the 
evening bcuesier lay eight leagues from us E. N. E. 
The course W. S. W. 1/2 west and encountered a 
stitY, steady wind as before and in the second quarter 
of the niglit we saw a llcot coming in our direction, 
but (Hd not speak them. Done. 

Sat. II In the niornini^ the wind as l)cfore with rough 

weather. We saw the island of ocninaij:'' it lay S. 
by 1'-. ahont si.\ leagues from us. There the Ire- 
land trader left the fleet. She had 20 e^nns an<l as 
she was going toward the sorlini^/'^ and had prom- 
ised us if convenient to cnnvoy us around the sor- 
liiii^s or past theni. we followed her and proceeded 
westward, as that was the most convenient course for 
continuing our voyage. We left the fleet and about 
noon we saw a sail c<Mne from the coast and as we 
were hut two we i)repared as well as we couKl for 
acti<in. When we were ready we waited for her 
with furled sails anil when she was nearly within 

" Dunkirk. 

' " In this luK, the term " league " stands for the Dutch sea mile, which is equal tp 
i/io of a degrcp and corresponds to 3 nautical miles, or 3.453 statute miles. 
'-^ Scheartje: the channel between the Flemisli coast and the iand liank called the 

Vuijlhaert, near Dunkirk. 

■* Bcachy licad, in Sussex, England; on Seutter's map of the English Channel in 
Atlas Nevus, vol. 1, plate 48, the name of thb promontory is given as Ca^ Btuek^ or 

•^Aldemey (French, Auregny). 
■■Sdllj Islands. 
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range of our guns she turned away before the wind. 
It was a large flute with a poop. There was another 
ship behind us wincli we could barely see. She 
waited for it I>ut whe n it came near she let it pass. 
What kind of ships they were we do not know. 
goutstaer^ lay about west from us and we continued 
our course. Done. 
Sun. 12 In the morning we did not see land ; the wind as 
before and at noon the Ireland trader left us and 
sailed N. W. and we W. by S., our latitude was then 
49-43 min. We estimated that we were then 18 
leagues E. N. E. 1/3 E. from leeserl,^ Done. * 

Course Leagues Latitude Wind Weather 

Mon. 13 W. by S. 32 4f> 19 K. by S. StifT topsail 
During the night a ship jvissed us going in the op- 
posite direction. Done the past day till noon. 

Tu. 14 W. by .S. 32 49-0 E. S. K. Stiff topsail 
In the morning we were near a I->enchnian, whom 
we chased while following our course. It was a 
ship that came from the bank of tcruccf.^^ In the 
afternoon another one passed us to windward with- 
out speaking. We then set our course toward the 
W" . S. W. with a stiff topsail breeze. Done. 

Wed. 15 S. VV. by W. 30 47-40 S. E. Stiff topsail 
In the evening it began to drizzle. Done. 

Th. 16 iiy dead reckoning; we took no latitude. Dark 

weather. 

W. S. W. 16 47-15 S. E. with rough 

weather. Done. 
Fr. 17 By dead reckoning; we took no latitude. Dark 

weather. 

W. S. W. 18 47-4 \i, gentle breeze 

Done. 

Sat. 18 As above. \J\>o\\ taking the latitude we fnnnd the 

latitude, the distance and the course during the last 
three days, that is from the 16th to the 18th, changed 
as follows 

S. W. by W. 58 45-21 S. E. Various breezes 
Done. 



Start Point, Devonshire. 

••The Llnrd. 

"Tcrre Ncwre; that it Newfoundland. 
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Sun. 19. S. W. by W. 20 44-40 E. Topsail 
Done. 

Mon. 20 S. W. by W. 45 42 56 Fitful rou^li weather 
and toward cvt'tiinjij wc bad sailed cijL^lit Ica^uo \V. 
S. \\ . with very roiiiili weather from the N. \. W. ; 
duriiij^ ibe evenini; it l)«.canie (jiiite ealm, wbicb 
lasted till <layligbt; tlien the wind changed to the 
south. Done. 

Tu. 21 In the morning the wind ehantrcd to the \V. an<l it 

blew so hard that the topsails had to be takni in. 
The wind veered to the X. W. A\'e had then sailed 
ab(»nt three ler.}^nes to the X. \V. and about 
nine o'clock it blew so hard that we had to take in all 
our saiK and coul 1 not carry a sinsj^le sail. An hour 
later there blew a violent jL,^ale from the X. W. ancl 
we then drifted ea>^t with a very rough sea. The 
waves rose to such an awful hight that the waves 
and the sky seemed one. The wind turned again to 
the W. and so it lasted the entire night. Done as 
far as the night is concerned. 

Wed. 22 In the morning it still blew so hard that we could 

not carry any sails, but the sea was calmer. The 
wuid caine fi n the S. W. and during the night in 
the second watch it grew less ; we set our main- 
sail but toward dawn it had to In- taken in ag^ain on 
account of the strong wmd, thunder and lightning. 
It blew hard, the wind as above, wc drifted east 
Done till morning. 

Th. 23 Tlie wind about W. and wc drifted east with rough 

weather. We drifted from about nine o'clock on 
the 2Tst to noon of the 2 ^1. by reckoning 23 leagues 
N. H. by E. No latitude had been taken for the 
pa<t three days up to noon. 

Fr. 24 Drifted east by north 10 leagues. The wind about 

W. N. W. with severe storm and during the past 
day drifted without sail. 

Sat. 25 Drifted E, N. E. 12 leagues, witli very rough 

weather: our mizzen blew away. The wind about 
west during the past day. 

Sun. 26 Drifted east by south 15 leagues. The wind about 
west with rough weather and in the evening wc bent 
on our new mizzen. The day gone 
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Mon. 27 Drifted E. by S. eight leagues; the wind from the 
N.W. with a stifiF mainsail breeze till morning. We 
then ran south with our two courses but could not 
sail closer than S.E. by S. The wind veered toward 
the W. and we sailed till evening with the courses, 
keeping our course S.S.E. seven leagues. The wind 
then rose again from tlie S.W. so that both the 
courses had to be taken in. It blew a terrible gale 
and we drifted then S.E.,by E. The day gone. 

Tu. 28 A gale still blew from the west and we still drifted 
S.E. by £. Drifted by reckoning 12 leagues. That 
night the beak of our ship was knocked to pieces. 
The day gone. 

Wed. 29 The wind as before but the weather fully as good. 

We set our mainsail but it was not long before it had 
to be taken in again. The wind veered to the S.W. 
by W. with rough weather so that we were obliged 
to let ourselves drift This day we made the first 
good observation of latitude since the 20th and found 
that we were at 41 degrees, 51 minutes. The day 
gone. 

Th. 30 In the morning the weather, was fairly good, the 

wind about W.S.W. and toward daybreak we set 
both our courses and steered S. by E. but the sea 
became rough so that we could only hold to a S.E. 
course. That noon we again took a fairly ^ood ob- 
servation of latitude and found it 41 degrees, 41 
minutes, and ran that day by drifting and sailing, 
keeping an E.S.E. course, 14 leagues. We took 
our sails in again on account of the strong wind, also 
because we could make no headway by siiling* on ac- 
count of the rough sea. Awaited the right wind. 
The day gone, 

Fr. 31 Drifted by reckoning 10 leagues E.S.E. The 

wind about S.W. with rough weather and high seas 
and an overcast sky so that we could not take the 
latitude, but by dead reckoning it was 41 degrees, 26 
min. ; and from that noon till the morning of the first 
of November we drifted eight leagues S.E. by E. 
The wind about west, very high seas. The latitude 
by dead reckoning 41 deg. 10 min. The day gone. 
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November. 

Sat. I In the morning wc veered toward the west and 

drifted north. The wind S.W. with rough weather 
and high seas. The past half day and entire night. 

Sun. 2 Drifted x6 leagues N.E. by E.; the wind about 

west, the latitude by dead reckoning 41 degrees, 50 
min. with very high seas. That day the overhang 
above our rudder was knocked in by severe storm. 
. This day a child was bom on the ship, and named 
and baptized in England stoermf^ the mother is 
annetie baemts. The day gone. 

Mon. 3 In the morning the weather was fairly good, the 
wind about W.S.W. We set our courses and pro- 
ceeded in a northerly direction. During that day we 
made 12 leagues, drifting and sailing and keeping a 
N.E. by N. course. Latitude by dead reckoning 42 
degrees, 18 min., and that evening the sails had to 
be taken in again on account of a strong wind from 
the west. The day gone. 

Tu. 4 CXir latitude was 42 deg. and 22 min. and we had 

drifted by reckoning' N.E. by E. six leagues. The 
wind about west and toward evening the wind turned 
to the south with terribly high seas but the wind 
moderated. The day gone. 

Wed. 5 Drifted by dead reckoning N. by E. nine leagues, 

our latitude was by reckoning 43 <lcg., the wind 
about west. This day it has been about S.W. with 
fairly good weather. The day gone. 
Th. 6 In the morning the wind and weather were as 

above. Seeing little hope of getting better wind and 
weather soon — though God knows — having lain to 
already 17 days because of severe gales and having 
few provisions for 52 or 53 sonls. the number on 
board to keep dry,** we conld opjiose it no longer, 
in the first place, on account of the sick people whose 
number increased daily because of their hardships 
and, in the second place, because we feared that it 
might last a long time yet. As we had alrcatly 



"Storm Alberts/ (vnn (\<-r 7.cc). s«n of Albcrl Andricss Bradt wid Annetie Barents 
van Rolmcrs. Sec f(iutnt>tc. p. 676. 

getai opt sehip om drooeh te houd^. 
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passed Caep finnestaer,^ to wit, to the north of it, 
in great peril and were drifting into the bay, I knew 
nothing better to do than to hold a council with the 
supercargo, the mate and other advisers, to decide 
what had best be done in the matter. We concluded in 
the said council to put the helm hard up and to steer 
in God s name toward the Cliannel and try to get into 
faelmuiden^ or plcijmuiden,^ which was done and 
at noon we found the latitude to be 43 dcg., 9 min., 
wind and weather as above. With two courses we 
proceeded toward the N.N.E. The day gone. 

Comae Leagues Latitude 

Fr. 7 N.E. by N. sailed 23 44 deg., 23 min. 

The wind about west. Last night we drifted for six 
hours without sail on account of the terrible wind 
and the high seas. During the day watch it was a 
little better and we set our courses. The day gone. 

Sat. 8 N.N.E. 31 leagues the latitude 46 d^., 19 min. 

The wind about west with a stiff topsail breeze, 
tliough most of the time we sailed with two courses. 
This afternoon we sailed with two topsails and dur- 
ing the night again with two courses and in the fore- 
noon with one topsail over the ocean. The day gone. 

Sun. 9 N.N.E. 31 leagues the latitude 48 deg., 17 min. 

The wind about west. The past night we sailed 
with one course and the day before with a topsail 
and this above mentioned day with two topsails and 
the spritsail.*' We sailed then N.E. Toward even- 
ing the wind changed to south and southeast and we 
set our course E.N.E. and during the day watch 
the wind changed to the E.N.E. varying in strength 
with calm and gentle breezes. The day gone. 

C. 1. tl. m. 

Mon. 10 N. E. 18 49-11 with varying winds but toward 
evening the wind became west changing to a stiff 
breeze and during the night it blew so hard that we 
ran before the wind with a foresail. Toward even- 
ing it was somewhat better. The day gone. 



••Caix- Finistcrrc, Spain. 
* Felmouth, England. 
"Plymouth, Ei^and. 

" Mint; lame ae bHnde, a sail set under the bowsiirit, not now used. 
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TU. II 



Wed. 12 

bottom 

8Sf 



Th. 13 
near the 
sorlings 



I'V. 14 
near the 
7 stcvn 



at Cacp 
Cocrnii'al 



£. 20 49-10 by dead reckoning, the sky was 
overcast and weather uncertain. The wind was 
about S. W. and during the night we took 'the lati- 
tude by the stars; were at 49-35 min. The day 
gone. 

£. 16 49-0 The wind about west and the 
weather rough, in the evening we sounded and found 
bottom at 85 fathoms. We then sailed N.E. till the 
first watch was over. We judged that we were near 
heij santf^ we sounded again and found the same 
depth, good Channel ground. We thought that we 
were in but it began to blow very hard and in the 
morning there was such a gale that our sails had to 
be taken in. Till morning. 

In the morning the wind was south with very 
rough weather, we did not yet see land. We set our 
mainsail with great difficulty but took in our foresail 
and then sailed E.S.E. During the night in the 
second watch wc saw land south of us. It was very 
bad weather ; we could not see for the rain, thunder 
and iiglilning. W'e ran Ijcfore the wind and ac- 
CDfding to our reckoning it must be the sorlins,^* as 
we later kmnd it to be; we tlicn sailed X. \V, with 
one lower sail. Toward daybreak the weather l)e- 
cainc a Utile hi-lU-r and in llie day watch wc turned 
toward llie land to reconnoiler. The wind changed 
to the S.S.E. Till morning. 

In the niorninj^ the wind was as above so that we 
cniild not make the . land we had seen during the night. 
We noticed however the scc^ccn strcn''" which in- 
dicated sntticientiv where we were. Tliev were to 
starl)(»ard alxuit a league off. The wind began to 
get stronger aL,'ain. We looked for a good roadstead 
and thought it advisal)le to run behind C'lirf* Cocni- 
7cal so as to get into tiie small bay or haven which is 
there. W hen we got around the cape the wind 
changed to the east and X.l'^ and north and finally 
to the N.W. with terribly rough weather so that we 



• lie d'Ouessant. or Ushant Island, department of Finist^re, France. 

• Scilly Islands. 

S«ven Stones; a group ol rocks 18 miles W. by S. from Laud's End. 



Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



could hardly carry half a iiuiinsail. Wc got aground 
near the cape and at twilight our fnroall blew away, 
for we were obliged to carry all the sail we could, 
and our main sheet broke and wc let ourselves be 
driven to the north with one sail, but in the second 
watch the mainsail had to be taken in too, for it was 
no longer possible to carry any sail, as one thing or 
another would break and we were driven E.N.EI. 
Till morning. 

Sat. 15 In the morning the land lay close under our lee 

and we drifted toward it. We concluded to set our 
by londeip^ foresail and, as we cotUd not keep away from tlie 
shore, to run in near the land during the day, think- 
ing that we might make a port there called bedes- 
haeueff* or else stratonJ* When we came near the 
shore we were too far down. We were driven by 
the strong current so that with our foresail only we 
were carried along the shore trying to find some 
place where the ship and people would be safe. As it 
became late in the day, we decided that we could do 
no better than to run to an anchorage or^land which 
we saw and which according to the description of 
the book must be a harbor, and concluded, if possible, 
to run in, or else to beach the ship, on account of 
the strong current and the severe W.N.W. storm 
and the fact that we were in a bay. Commending 
ourselves to God, we ran toward it with reefed fore- 
sail and when we came close to the shore, as the 
weather seemed to calm down and clear up a little, 
for it had been very dark before, we saw Londeij 
and hastily turned so as to sail on the wind, tacked 
and carried all the sail we could. We again raised 
our main topmast, which had not been up in eight 
or ten days, and set both the topsails. It seemed as 
if we would cai^size or all our sails blow away.^* We 
headed for a point above the cape called haerttan' 
puini'^ and during the night we came with God's 

" Lundy Island; 10 % miles N.W. by N. from Ilartlaiid Puitit. 
**Padstow Haven; this and most of the places that follow are points in Cornwall 
and Devonshire on or near the Bristol Channel. 
** Stratton. 

** Het sekttn of k»t ondersU hoeuen somdt o/(# at tun hoeutn neer 4al 4aer of gtomt, 
"HarOand PMnt. 
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help to anchor under the lee of londeij, in 20 fath- 
oms, with a VV.N.W. wind. Till morning. 
Sun. 16 ill llic niorniujL^ the wind was as above. \Ve 

in ijllt' Jucoin wciiilicil anchor and set sail li>r a harbt)r called ijllc 
vaconi/*^ alxmt four kagiu^ from the iNlaiul. On 
our way we saw a shii) without ma>t drift by, an 1 
coming; near the harbor a pilot came on board and 
brouj^lit Us in. We I'ountl two Dutch ships lying 
there, One came from Spain with salt, and the other 
came from the West Indies; they also were driven 
from their course by the storm. The ship which 
came from Spain was in Ireland, or near Cacp 
CUicrc/'^ among the cliffs and thought from its 
course and reckoning that it was among the sorlings 
and happeneil to get here; neither did the other 
wliich was among the sorlitv^s, know where it was 
and it came here also towanl evening. Till morn- 
ing. 



Moil. 17 The wind as above w ith rain and strong wind 

storm so that we could not do anything to repair the 
ship but only su|)ply the peoj)]e with some fresh pro- 
visions. Some families went on lan<l. 

Tn. 18 As abo\ e. dirck kocrscn'^ went to pleijmuits.'^ 

Wed. 19 As above. 

Th. 20 As above. 

I V. 21 Wind was east with rough weather. 

Sat. 22 The wind west with bad weather. 

Sun. 23 As above. 

Mon. 24 I went to batstacpcl,^ where two English vessels 

lay, to arrange to sail in company with thenu 
Tu. 25 Wind and weather as above. 

Wed. 26 As above. 
Th. 27 As above. 

Fr. 28 As above. 

Sat. 29 dirck kuirsen came back from plcimuiden. 
Sun. 30 As above. 



IlfracoinKc; tlic distance from Lundy Island is about 33 mtl«*. 

^ Cape Clear. 

" Dirck Corssen Stam, supercargo of the vessel. 

*» I'lymoutli. 
•» KartiDtablc. 
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December 

MoQ. I Abatement of weather and wind. 
Tu. 2 The wind was S.E. 'with ^ stiff gale and dark 

weather. 

Wed. 3 The two ships from Holland set sail from here 

with two Newfoundland traders. Wind east. 
Th. 4 The storm blew from the east. 

Fr. 5 As above. 

Sat. 6 As above. 

Sun. 7 As above.*^ 

Mott. 8 The wind as above; in the evening when some of 
our passengers had gone on land to sit and drink in 
the tavern, where we were sitting with an English 
merchant to* sell our goods, there were two there, 
of whom one struck to the ground the other, named 
Comeiis ioemess smit,^ the offender was his helper 
AaiM« and * * *w 

Tu. 9 It was a day of prayer here for the whole neigh- 

borhood on account of the severe sickness which. God 
is sending them. The wounded man died this morn- 
ing and was buried in the afternoon. 

Wed. 10 As above, and we began to get our hold ready. 

Th. II As above. 

Fr. 12 As above. 

Sat. 13 As above. 

Sun. 14 As above. 

Mon. 15 As above. 

Tu. 16 As above. 

Wed. 17 As above ; and as matters relating to the accident 
had not yet been cleared up, they took the rudder 
from our ship and brought it on land, on account of 
the crime. 

Th. 18 The weather was changeable but not of the best. 

Fr. 19 As above. 

Sat 20 As above. 
Sun. 21 As above. 



Tbe entries for Dec. 1—7 are here rcrif ntrd. the only vari.itions, spcllinR excepted, 
being that between the words ** and " and " wind " of the first entry are inserted the 
wordi "diafige of** and tliat in the entry for Dec. s the words "from Hotlaad** are 

omitted. 

** Cornells Thomasx, the smith. 
'*Hasia van Sevenhaxaen; see 345> 
■•Seiileaoe not finlahed In the originaL 
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Mon. 22 Tlic body was dug^ up aLjain and the \vt>imd viewed 
by tiie criminal and tlic coroner or scliont. 

Tu. 23 Tliey carried the otTendcr away in the name uf the 

kin;^ and let us fetch our rudder from land again 
and j;o free. 

\\\-(\. 24 A severe storm blew from the W.S.W. 

Th. 25 The weather was fair and the wind as above. 

Fr. 2O As above. 

Sat. 27 (lirck COcrscH came from batstacpcl and said that 

a Dutch ship had come to fi/^/r/ dot'cr'^'' and that 
another lyinj^^ under the lee of londcij had been 
anch<ired there for five days. They came from 
rt)scl'^*^ and had ^et sail with us. Some other ships 
had been with them in this hay but he did not know 
what had become of them on account of the bad 
weather. \\ ind as above. 

Sun. 28 As above. 

Mon. 29 As above. 

Tu. 30 As above. 

\\ ctl. 31 As above. 

I'.nd of the year 1636. By God's mercy in ijUc 
fakom, 

liegimiing of the year of our Lord 1637 

January 

Th. I As above. In God's name in the New Year. 

Fr, 2 C hange of win<l and weather. 

Sat. 3 Wind about north. 

Sun. 4 • As above. 

Mon. 5 As above. 

Tu. 6 As above. 

\\ cd. 7 As alxn e. 

Th. 8 As above. 

Vr. 9 At three oVlmk before daybreak we set sail in 

out of Hod's tiamc and in the morning we were at the N.W. 

illc fakom point of Londcij. Tiie wind .*^.F. with steady 
weather, ^\'e sailed then W.SAW by W. 
Sat. 10 At noon Cac{> Cocriiwal lay south of us; \\q were 

about 10 leagues from laud. Calms and fitful 

"Applcdore, in Deventhire. 
••Lft Rocfaclk. 
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breezes. We went over to the Irish coast. That 
day and ni,L,dit and toward dayl)reak, tlic wind turned 
to the S.S.I''. with a stiff mainsail hrccze. We sailed 
then S.W . and ahont an liour later the wind changed 
to the west and at once blew so hard that we could 
carry only one lower sail. W e sailed sonth. 
Sun. II Ahont noon we conld not carry any sail on acconnt 

of the wind. W'e still sailed .sonth and <lrifted K. 
by S. toward the coast. During the night we had 
a severe storm. 

Moil. 12 In the morning we did not see land, which sur- 

prised us. for the whole day we liad not reali/od that 
the current was carrying ns farllicr from shore than 
we reckoned. Toward eveniny;^ with j^reat difficulty 
we lowered our main topmast on acconnt oi the 
severe storm and steered tfiward the north, sailing 
because the nif^bt was at liaiul. It was dark 
weather toward evening; and this lasted all ni«^ht. 
Tu. 13 In the morning we cast the lead and struck good 

pround Channel ground at about f»5 fathoms. We assumed 

in the then that we were south of the sai-rlim^s*^'^ and set 

Qiaiuiel our course S.W. by W'. At noon our latitude was 
4() degrees, o min., by dead reckoning S. by W. of 
the sorrliiii^s. Till noon. 

Course Ic.iKues <1cR. min. 

Wed. 14 S.W. by W. 12 48-37 The wind titful with 
beautiful weather. In the first watch the wiinl 
changeu to the N.W. blowing a topsail breeze and 
we sailed S.W. The day gone. 

Th. 15 SW. 12 47-35 The wind N.W. with 

steady weather. The day gone. 

Fr. 16 S.W by S. 26 46 0 with varying winds 

l)nl niDstlv from the wi">t with beautiful weather. 
This day wc bent our new mainsail with l>oth the toj>- 
.sails and .sailed S.S.E. with lower sails .set. The day 
gone. 

Sat. 17 W. byX. ' .. .\. 46-8 by dead reckoning; 

the wind about >outh with a stiff gale and during the 
night the wind cbangcfl to the S.R. We sailed then 
S.W. with steady weather. Tiic day gone. 
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Sun. 18 



Mon. 19 

Tu. 20 

Wed. 21 
Th. 22 



Fr. 23 

Sat. 24 



near the 
Frenchman 



near poerie 
sante 



■U Rochcllc. 
•Porto Santo. 



W.S.W. liyi 45-51 by dead rcckniiinpj : the 
wind fitful willi calms but mostly S.K. with drizzling 
rain till midnii;ht. The wind then changed to tlic 
N.V.. The day gone. 

S.S.W. 26 44-16 by observation; the wind 
about east, steady breeze with gray sky. The day 
gone. 

S. by \\. 40 41 -14 by observation; the wind as 
before, stiff topsail gale, continuous dear weather. 
The day gone. 

S. by \y. 33 39-0 by observation; the wind as 
above, steady breeze. The day gone. 

S. by W. 20 37-15 by observation; the wind 
about north with steady breeze and clear weather. 
This day we made two more gun carriages ntid 
mounted a gitn, so that we now had four on tkck, 
W'e could for the present not put any more on deck. 
The day gone. 

S. by W. 28 35-49 by observation ; tfie wind 
about north, steady topsail gale. The day gone. 

In the morning we saw a sail to starl)i>ar<l under 
our lee. The wind was X.I', and we sailed south. 
He made sail tow ard us. \Vc kept our course and 
cleared away the chests and cows so that we obtained 
a clear deck, which took us till shortly after noon. 
When wc \\ ere ready we waited for him witli furled 
sails and w hen he came near us we hailed htm. He 
atiswercd that he came from rooscP^ and was look- 
ing for good booty. Wc said that we were also look- 
ing for a good prize. He remained near us for about 
an hour and then headed for the west when each of 
us fired a salute. He had four iron and two metal 
cannon on board. This morning we saw poerte 
sante^ which lay S.W. from us. We had fine 
weather and at noon our latitude was 33-16 and in 
the evening we got near the west side of pocrte santc 
and ran then S.W. by S. till the second watch, with 
a gentle breeze. Wc then took in the foresail** 
and waited for the day. The day gone. 



an island of the Madeira (rroup. 
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Sun. 25 

near 
madere 



a child 
born 



Mon. 26 



Tu. 27 



Wed. 28 



Th. 29 



Fn 30 
a child 
born 

Sat 31 

variation 
of the 
compass 
February 
Sun. X 



In tlie morning about an hour after sunrise we 
.were between poerte sante and madeere,^ About 
two o'clock in the afternoon we got a steady breeze 
from the W.S.W. and ran south and in the evening 
tiie S.W. point of madeere lay 12 leagues N.N.W. 
from us. Our latitude by dead reckoning was then 
31 d^. 40 min. From there we sailed W.S.W. with 
rough weather and lower sails. The wind about 
north with high seas. This night about three o'clock 
a child" was bom ; the father is montanij^ and the 
mother raegeL^ The day gone. 

CouTM Icftgues lat. conditkm of the wwtheff 

W.S.W. 30 30-55 by observation. The wind 
about north with rough weatlier and high seas. Tht 
day gone. 

W.S.W. 45 29-38 by observation. The wind 
about N.E. with rough weather and high seas. Car- 
ried two lower sails and had clear weather. The day 
gone. 

W.S.W. 45 28-35 by observation. The wind 
about N. E. with continuous rough weather and high 
seas. Carried the foresail and one topsail. The day 
gone. 

W.S.W. 43 27-29 by observation; the wind 
about north, steady breeze most of the time. The day 
gone. 

S.W. by W. 36 26-12 by observation ; the wind 
about north, mostly stiff topsail gale. About two 
o'clock in the night a boy^ was bom ; the name of 
the mother is CaeteUn. The day gone. 

W.S.W. 47 24 57 by observation; the wind 
about northeast, mostly stiff topsail breeze with clear 
weather. Took the azimuth of the sun ; variation of 
the compass o dcg. 14 min, N.W. The day gone. 

W.S.W. 46 23-44 N.E. stiff topsail breeze, 
generally with fine weatlier. The day gone. 



•■Madeira. 

"Marie- Sec Rikcr, Harlem; its origin and early annals, p. 140. 
"Jobamics La Mofitagnc. 
Rachel. 

*Hciidrick Cornclisz Macscn, son of Cornclis Macscn, and Catclijtitip Martens. See 
footnote p. 181. 

24 
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Mon. 2 W.S.W. 43 22-38 N.F. stiff topsail breeze. 

clear weather. W e were five minutes south of the 
tropic. The day gone, 

Tu. 3 W.S.W. 38 21-40 N. steady gale, mostly 

dear weatlier. From here on the course was changed 
and we sailed west. We were south of the tropic 
26 leagues or t deg. 46 min. during the past day. 

variation of compass 

W. by S, 36 21-13 S-o N.W. variation. The 
wind north, steady breeze, with clear weather. The 
day gone. 

W. Yz S. 28 21-4 gentle topsail breeze, wiml 
north. This night a flying fish flew on board our 
ship. The day gone. 

W. 18 21-1 6-0 N.W. variation. The wind 
north with gentle breezes. The day gone. 

W. 30 20-58 N. stiff topsail gale and high 
seas for the past day. 

W. Yt N. 40 21-10 N. with rough weather, 
with lower sails the past day. 

W. ^ N. 35 21-17 N. rough weather with 
lower sails the past flay. 

W. 42 21-15 ^- topsail gale the past 

(lav. 

W. N. 38 21-30 liy tK a«l reck-oiiiii^ ; N. 
with stitT tn])sail t^ale. This noon we ehanj^jed our 
eourse and then -ailed X.W. hy W, The wind a^ 
before with lower sails and in the afternoon there 
was a severe storm with thunder, lif^^htniu}^ and rain 
so that we took in all our sails, but toward the end 
of the seeond wateh it heeatue somewhat better. Wc 
set both oiu" lower sails, the foretopsail and mizzcn- 
sail and then sailed about N.W. The wind N.N.E. 
The day gone. 

Th. 12 N.W. 16 22-6 N.N.E. Fair weather the past 

day, 

Fr. 13 X.W. 20 23-1 N.E. Changeable weather the 

past day. 



Wed. 4 



Th. 5 



Fr. 6 

Sat. 7 
weeds 

Sun. 8 
weeds 

Mon. y 
weeds 

Tu. lo 
weeds 

Wed. II 
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Ut bar looi^ hf lat Iqr 
Goane Icag: reck'g reclc'g obs'ti 

dcg. min. dcg. min. deg. min. deg. nin. 

Sat. 14 N.W. >4 N. 37 0-0 34-18^ 24-57 0-54 
variation of the compass. The wind about N.N.E., 
topsail breeze. During the day we sailed 37 leagues ; 
the latitude 24-57 * ^ steady topsail breeze. We took 
the sun's azimuth at its setting and found the varia- 
tion of the needle to be o dcg. 54 min. N.W. The 
weather was fine and we then sailed fully N.W. 
by N. 

C. Icag. Ut rede. long, tat oIm. 

Sun. 15 N.N.W. 26 26-31 35-2 26-33 0-0 N.N.E, 
Steady breeze. We had then sailed 26 leagues 
N.N.W. and our latitude was 26-33; longitude 35-2; 
the wind N.N.E. with fine weather and in the even- 
ing it became calm. The day gone. 

C. leaf. lat rcdc. long; tat obc deg. msn. 

Mon. 16 N.W by X. 20 27-40 35-50 27-41 6-40 

We had sailed N.W. by X. 20 leagues and our lati-- 
tudc was 27-41; the longitude was 35-50; and on 
taking the sun's azimuth at its setting we found the 
variation to be 6 deg. 40 min. N.E. ; the wind about 
N.X.H!. The day gone. 

Tu. 17 N.W. by X. 26 29-7 36-55 0-0 0-0 

The wind southerly, high swells from the N.W. with 
fine weather at noon, the wind fitfrl and changed 
soon to the west, weather unsettled. We had much 
rain, thnndcr and lightning and in the afternoon we 
tof)k off our bonnets,*^^ veered about and went about 
S.W. 

Wed. 18 W. by S. 5 29-0 37-15 0-0 0-0 

Variable weather but fair. We sailed N. W. with 
[occasional] calms. The day gone. 

Th. 19 S.\\\ by S. 3 29-50 37-6 28-48 0-0 

The wind fitful but we drifted quietly, mostly S.W.; 
latitude and longitude as above. The day gone. 

Fr. 20 W.X.W 16 29-12 3ft-i3 29-12 0-0 

N.N.E. Stiff topsail breeze. Course, leagues, lati- 
tude and longitude as above. Toward daybreak 
there was a very strong wind. The day gone. 

••Early navigators used vari i rinic mrri<!i3ns. T'rnm tlir cntrirs for Sept, 7 and 
8, 1637, it appeari that this skipper employed the meridian first adopted by Mercator, 
th«t of the MmmI Corro of the wtstem Aaorea, 31* 7' W. of CmauwkL 

<* Bon net , a supplementary piece of canvas laced to tho foot of ■ mU Ib ttfkt wlfldll 
ftiflMrljr it wu MinctlniM lactd to tht top of th* mU. 
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Sat. 21 

Sun. 22 



Mon. 23 



- Tu. 24 
left the 
weeds 



Wed. 25 



ground at 
50 fathoms 
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N.N.W. W. 25 30-40 3»>-2 30-41 0-0 
N.E. with rough weather. Course, leagues, latitude 
and longitude as above. The clay gone. 

N.N.W. W. 36 32-48 40-22 32-48 Q-o 
S.S.E. Steady breeze. Course, leagues, latitude and 
longitude as above, but in the afternoon and the 
early part of the night we had a stiff breeze from 
the ea.st; we changed our course and went north. 
The day gone. 

N. 9 33-23 40-22 33-23 3-0 S. with calms. 
Course, leagues, latitude and longitude as above. 
Variation of the needle 3 d^. o min. N.W. With 
clear weather, the day gone. 

C. lesB. lat. rede. long. lat. obt. wind 

N. byW. 35 35-^3 41-13 o^ \\ S.W. 
Rough weather. Course, leagues, latitude and longi- 
tude as above. We had dark weather with much rain. 
About noon there was a waterspout behind our ship 
which drew the water like smoke to such a terrible 
hight that we were afraid of it; we took in all our 
sails but it was soon over and passed behind us at 
close range without hurting us. The day gone. 

C leag. lat rede. long. lat. olts. 

N.W. by N. 22 36-55 42-13 36-56' E.N.E. 
Stiff breeze, we had during the day much chaise of 
wind and terril)le thunder, lightning and rai^^. 
Toward evening there was a gentle breeze and after 
supper we cast the lead and found at 50 fathoms 
small black stones and also small red ones, some as 
large as shot, together with grayish sand, at this 
latitude an<l IntiL^itudr ahont to inilc> from land. 
We went tlicn N.X.W. the wind N.E. with a gentle 
breeze and when the Brst watch was over we sounded 
again and struck sand at 18 fathoms. Course and 
wind as before. At four bells in the second watch 
we found sand at 12 fathoms, the depth having be- 
come steadily less up to this point Course and 
wind as above. Wc then took in onr topsail and 
turned to the S.E., the wind being E.N.E. We sailed 
for four glasses [two hours] or till we had 17 fath- 
oms; then we turned and sailed north and set our 
topsails to a gentle breeze. 
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C. leaf. Itt reck. loBg. laL oto. N. W. vmr. 

Th. 26 N.VV. by N. 10 37-^ 4^39 37-29 13-ao 

The wind fitfui .with calms. In the forenoon we 
found most of the time 20, 19 or 18, but also 17 and 
15 fathoms, but not long after we saw land, the depth 
ranging from 15 to 20 fathoms. We did not know 
where we were for it was foggy weather. We sup> 
posed that there mi^ht be a bank, as the southern 
colonies of the i.n^lish were, quite near and as we 
had had in the afternoon the above course, leagues, 
latitude, longitude and variation. We were about 
throe miles trt)in huiil and found 14 latlu»ins cjf 
water, with foggy weather, ho thai we ctnild not tell 
niucli about tlie land. At abont three o"ck)ck in the 
afteriiDoii smit.'! Ivland"* lay about three leagues W. 
N.W. from us. Seen from there the island looks as 
follows: the upper part is hard to rc-coj^ni/e, the 
north point is indented, anil ii ^eellls as i£ u small 
Hat island lay at the south point. 

C. Icag. lat. rcc. long. lat. obs. var. 

Sat. 28 N. by i:. 20 3<>-43 43-35 3(;-43 oh.) 

the wind S.W., a gentle breeze and the course sailed, 
leagues, latitude and longitude as alxive. During 
the past night we had a steaily brce/e froin the S.W. 
with rain, thunder and lightning. VVc were about 
N.N.K. of Cacp Itiiilooep:'''' 

C. Icag. lat. reck. long. lat.ohs. W. var. 

Sal. 17 N. by K. 20 3(^-43 43-35 3(^-43 0-0 

The wind W.X.W., gentle breeze, c(»urse, leagues, 
latitude and longitutle as above. During the night 
we had showers, as if we were near land. By reck- 
oning we were six leagues from land. We found 22 
fathoms of water and ran close to northward. We 
sounded often and found sometimes 22. but also 20, 
18, 17, 15, and then again 22 fathoms and we saw 
many whales. \\ c then sailed m(f>tly N.W. The 
whole mght long with calms and tliat night we saw 

■ 

many lires burning. 

* Smith Island; cmI of Cape Charles, the northcMtern end of the island ia about 

75' 49' W. and 37' N. 
**C«pe Ucnlopen. 
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March 

Sun. I In the morning we were about two leagues from 

land and in i6 fathoms, S.W. from the north point 
of the bacrndc gat^ hhemcrts ^int^ being north of 
us. We saw many whales, some lo or 20 swimming 
for at least two hours about our ship ; we supposed 
that they were taking their course from the south 
to the north. At about six o'clock in the evening 
behind at sunset we came to anchor behind godins puinfi in 

godins puint five fathoms, good anchorage. God be praised for 
his mercy. 

Mon. 2 In the morning the wind was N.W. with rough 
weather so that we could not make the hoefden? 
Our boat landed at godins puint for the purpose of 
shooting geese and stayetl over night there. It was 
bitterly cold. 

Tu. 3 At noon the weather was somewhat better as far as 

the wind was concerned thougli it was N.W. and very 
cold. Our boat returned and wc could not do any- 
thing else. 

Wed. 4 The wind as above with a gentle breeze. We 

weighed our anch(ir and arrived at four o'clock in 
manatans the aflern(H)n at the uHuuitaiis, where we found an 
Knglish vessel, (iod be praised for our safe voyage 
thus far. As we learned here that the river was 
still closed uj) above we remained here. 

1 11. 5 As above, the wind west. 

Fr. 6 The wind east. 

Sat. 7 W e began to clear our hold and brought our 

empty water casks on land. 
Sun. 8 Two of the children born on our ship were baptized 

here. The wind N.W. 
Mon. 9 As above. 

Tu. 10 As above. 

Wed. n As above. South. 



Barnegat Intct. 

• Blomm.irrl'* Point: Norff*n*s I'nint, at the west cntj of Coney Island was called 
Blommacrt's f'uint and is referred to as such in the present loj{. under date of Aug. 
8tb« p. 383. At tlie tfm* of the prcaeat entry the ship was to far aoafh of Nortm'a 
Point that it rotild not h.-ivr been visible and it is possible that some point on the New 
Jersey coast had the same name. 

*Godyn*s Point; now Sandy Hook. 

'The headlands at cither ^de of the Narrows; called also Hanelshoofden. 
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Th. 12 As above. 

I'r. 13 The \vin<l north with stnnii. 

Sat. 14 Tile wind south witli mkav. 

Sun, 15 Jn the evening CUirs rarnuwc Lrr came out into the 

a sliip bay ami also near iiotcn Island^ and tluring the night 

canie dirck Ciiirsr)v' sailed up the river. The wind south. 

Aion. 16 Clacs came on lM)ard. This day we fetched some 
goods from land. The wind south with fair weather. 

Tu. 17 In the afternoon the wind was about west with 

roui,di weather. 

Wed. 18 As above'. 

Th. 19 .\s above, with rain. 

Fr. 20 As above. 

Sat. 21 I brought most of the merchandise on land into 

- a house and left the mate* in charge, with orders to 
sell it With the consent of the director, we got 
ready to sail up the river with the ship. 

Sun. 22 The widow of Cornells smits' was married here at 
the manatans to aerent steffeniers. 

Mon. 23 The wind about north. 

Tu. 24 The weather calm, Peter comelu^ went up the 

river in a yacht. 
Wed. 25 The wind N.E., rain and rough weather. 
Th. 26 We sailed up the river in the ship with calm 

weather and in the evening came to anchor near 

sapachenikan.^ 

Fr. 27 In the morning we set sail again with calm weather 

and very light northerly breeze and at about nine 
o'clock at night we anchored on account of the dark- 
ness. We had sailed about eight leagues. 

Sat. 28 In the morning we set sail and came to the hoege 

laiit.^" The tide went out and the wind was con- 
trary so that we anchored there about four o'clock 
in the afternoon. 



* Nut Islatxl. now Governor's Islaml. 

* Dirck Coruen SUm, supercargo of the vessel. 
•Hendridt de Forest. 

' Cornelis Thomasz, the smith ; cf. entry of Dec 8, l6j6. 
■ Pictcr Cornch'iut van Munnickemlatn. 

* Sa|M>kanican, or Sappokanican, later Greenwich village and now that part of New 
^ Ilk ( iiy between t4lh and Houston sts. on tke Hudson River. 
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Sun. 29 In the morning dirck Coersen came down in the 
yacht and boarded our ship again ; the yacht sailed on 
with a north wind. 

Mon. 30 The wind as above with rough weather. 

Tu. 31 . In the morning the wind was about S.W. with 
fair weather. We got under sail and came to the 
esoepesM In the evening the wind changed to the 
north and blew hard. 

April 

Wed. I As above. 

Th. 2 In the morning the wind turned to the south and 

we set sail and came to anchor about a mile above 
Catskil, The wind was then about east 

Fr. 3 In the morning tlie wind was about south with a 

drizzling rain. We set sail and in the evening came 
to anchor about half a mile below beren Island,^' on 
account of calms and contrary wind. 

Sat. 4 As above. 

Sun. 5 As above. 

Mon. 6 In the evening the wind changed to the .south. 

We set sail but were becalmed. Getting a fair breeze 
during the night we sailed on. 

Tu. 7 About three oVlock in the morning we came to 

anchor before foert oeranien^ the end of our voy- 
age upward. 

Wed. 8 The wind north. 

Th. 9 We delivered some goods to ijaeckop planch. 

The wind as above. 
Fr. xo Cleaned our deck. 

Sat. II The wind as above. 
Sun. 12 As above. Easter. 
Mon. 13 As above. 
Tu. 14 As above. 

Wed. 15 As above. 

Th. 16 As above. Delivered some goods. 

Fr. 17 As above. 

'Sat 18 As above. 

Sun. 19 As above. 

Mon. 20 We delivered the smith's coal. 

** Ndvv Kingston. 
" Itarrcn Island. 
Fort Or ante. 
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Tu. 21 As alKwc. 

Wed. 22 As alx^vc. 

Til. As abf)vc. 

l*r. 24 As above. 

Sat. 25 As above. 

Sun. 2(} A yacht came here from the manataus. 

Mon. 27 As alxjve. 

Tu. 28 As above. 

Wed. 29 The yacht went from here to the manatans with 

seed. 

Th. 30 As above. 
May 

Fr. I The wind about south. 

Sat. 2 As above. 

Sun. 3 As above. 

Mon. 4 As above. • 

Tu. 5 Easterly wind with rain. 

Wed. 6 As n1)ovc. 

Th. 7 As above. « 

Fr. 8 As above. 

Sat. 9 - As above. 

Sun. 10 \ cry cold weather with rain, 

Mon. II Northerly wind with much sun. 

Tu. 12 As above. 

W cd. 13 In the night the wind became south. 

Th. 14 As above. 

Fr. 15 We went with our goods to the great falls, four 

Icagfues above fort ocrattieu. 

Sat. 16 Fine weather. Tlie wind about south. 

Sun. 17 As above. 

Mon. 18 As above. 

Tu. 19 macrten gerrits went to the manatans. This day 
we unloaided our millstones and got ready to set 
sail. The wind south. 

Wed. 20 The wind as above. We lay ready to sail and 
waited for the wind. This day a yacht came from 
the manatans and the yacht sinte macrtin with cattle. 

Th. 21 The wind as above. 

Fr. 22 The wind as above. 

Sat. 23 The wind as above. 

Sun. 24 The wind as<«above. 
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iMuii. 25 


The wind as 


above. 


Tu. 26 


The wind as 


above. 


Wed. 27 


Tile w ind as 


alK)ve. 


Th. 28 


The wind as 

• 


alK>ve. 


Fr. 29 


The wind as 


ahovc. 


Sat. 30 


The wind as al>ovc. 


Sun. 31 


In the morninj^' the wind N.W. We set sail and 



ran past smacks Island and anchored there. 

June 

Mon. I In the morning the wind was about north. We 

set sail and came near noctcn hoeck.^* 

Tu. 2 The wind was S.W. and south; a light breeze. 

We then drifted dow<i with the tide and by flood time 
came to anchor about a league below noeten koeck. 
maerten gerrits, who was going up the river, came 
on board there. 

Wed. 3 In the morning it was still calm and we drifted 
along with the ebb tide but later there was a light 
breeze so that we came to anchor two leagues north 
of madeleens Island.'* We got some ballast there 
and turned over some smith's coal to the yacht 
smte maertin, 

Th. 4 It was calm and we drifted along with the ebb 

tide and came before the grooete eesoepes}* There 
we got a steady breeze and sailed down into the 
lange rack^^ where it became calm and the flood re- 
turned. 

Fr. 5 In the morning it was still calm and we drifted 

with the ebb tide but at noon we got a fine breeze and 
came to anchor near poUecpels Island,'* for the wind 
was south. 

Sat. 6 Stiff breeze. The wind as before. 

Sun. 7 As above. 

Mon. 8 As above. 



'* Niittrn lT«)i)k; opihtsitc Coxsaikic 

"Magdalen Island; about two miles south of SauK^-rtics. 
Great Esopus; now Rondout Creek, which empties Into the Hudaoti River at 
KinsBtoii. 

"The long reach, which extends from Crum Elhow Point, about four miles north of 
Poughkcepsie but on the west side of the river, to t'oloiKrl's Island. 

"Literaltf, Pot>ladle Island; now called Polopel's Island, opposite Cornwall-on-tbe- 
Httdson. 
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Tu. 9 



Wed. lo 



Th. II 



Fr. 12 
before the 
ma nuts 

Sat. 13 



Sun. 14 
Mon. 15 
Tu. 16 
Wed. 17 
Th. 18 
Fr. IQ 
Sat. 20 
frofii tlie 
manatans 



Sun. 21 

puiut 
Mon. 22 

baernde gat 



As alx>vc with fair weather and iti the afteriK3on 
we set sail and l)y tackini^ went down as far as the 
hooiic hut, where we ci^nie to anchor during a calm 
and tlie n<M^d. 

The wind as al)ove. We tacked past tlie liori^c hint 
and in the eveninj^ came to anchor between hacuer 
stroo^^ and the vcrdrictii^cn hocckj^ 

In the niornini^^ the wind as above witli a steady 
breeze and we kept on tacking till off the kill at the 
north end of the mauatatis. 

Tt was calm anrl we drifted with the ebb tide be- 
fore the manatans about eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing. 

A southerly wind and we thou,i,dit it advisable to p^o 
at tlie first opportunity to the southern English set- 
tlement. 

The wind as above. 

As above. 

As alxive. 

As above. 

As alxn'c. 

The wind alxnit north. 

The wind as alxive and we set sail to go south 
and when wc came into the l)a\ the wind chanj^anl to 
the S.F.. with dark weather and a f^ale. We could 
not sec; wc then turned about and ran again between 
the hocfdcn-^ and anchored there. 

At noon the wind was about N.E. We set sail 
and in the evenitiLr came to anchor below godins 
putnt^ in seven fathoms. 

In the morniiifjf the wind as above. We set sail 
and ran out into the open and in the evening at sunset 
we were N.W. from bacntdc s^it,^ about two leagues 
from land. The wind as above, a light breeze. Dur- 
ing the night there was a steady breeze from the 
same direction. We then sailed S.S.W. till midnight 
when we changed to S.W. by W. 



*H«vcrttf«w. 

>* Vcrdriptige Hook; lietween Hsrerstraw and Nyack. The 
Tedious Point. 
"The tieadlends at cither tide of the Nwrom. 
" Now Sandy Hook. 
"Bwocgat Inlet 



Diimal or 
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Tu. 23 In the morning wc did not sec land and kept the 

same course. The wind as alK>vf and hght breeze. 
We reckoned that we were about S.W. by W. of 
Carf> vuirij.-* W e found various dci)ths durini; the 
nif^dil, probably (hie to l>anks wliicli He there as the 
charts show. At noon we saw land and in the even- 
ing on aceouiit of ihc b^ht breeze we a|ii)roached the 
Ca€p coast and landed al)out four lcaL,aies soutli of Carf" 

hinlooep hiuloocp!^ Wc turned ai)ont and sailed ino>lly S.M 

The whole night the wind was S.W . but toward day- 
break south. 

Wed. 24 W e turned toward shore and sailed west, the wind 
alK>ut S.S.W'.. and in the afternoon we arrived at 
alH)iit eijj^ht leagues snuth of Cacp hinlooep. At a 
distance of about four leagues the land seemed 
broken, but {h\< is caused by the lowness of the land 
and the high t rn which are found there, by which 
it can be easily recogni/cd. We turned away from 
shore and came to anchor in 10 fathoms as wc could 
not m.'ke nny headway. 

Th. 25 In the m(»rning the wind was northerly and there 

was a light breeze. W e set sail and in the afternoon 
the wind became S.SAW We then sailed west till 
we came near the sh<»re, where we again found flat 
land and high trees but especially deii'^e wooils. We 
again turned from shore and the wind suddenly 
changed to the W .\A\'. There was a steady breeze 
ami we saile<l then S.W. by S. and at sunset the 
wind changed again to the south with [occasiotial] 
calm. We anchored in 10 fathoms, fully a league 
from shore. 

Fr. 26 Tn the morning the wind was a< above an«l there 

\\a'~ a li'^^dit breeze. About noon the wind turned to 
the ."^.IC. an<I there was a steady breeze. We sailed 
S.W. and came near the i'^land caled 7'crscs Island,^ 
where there is a channel between the island anil the 
mainland. We turned from shore and came to 
anclu^r in '^ix fathoms, for the wind was S.W. with 
[occasional] calms and the current was against us. 



Cape May. 
■Cape IIcnlojTn. 

Should probably be Vcrkcns, or Varkcns, Island, of which the prcserjt name. Hog 
Island, is a literal translation. The island is about so miles oortfi of Cape Charles. 
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Sat. 27 



Sun. 28 



Mon. 29 
below 
smits 
Island 

Tu. 30 

July 

Wed. I 

Th. 2 

Fr. 3 
Sat. 4 

Sun. 5 
Mon. 6 
Tu. 7 
Wetl. 8 
Th. 9 
Fr. 10 
Sat II 
Sun. 13 

from funis 

Island 



In the morning the wind was as above with cakns. 
We set sail and arrived before the inlet of matse 
ponged which lies at the west end of the aforesaid 
island, near a large sand bank to port and the island 
to starboard. The inlet* north of the island is 
probably the nearest to malscpon^c. \Vc tacked 
alunt; past ilic saiul bank. 

In the innrniiii; 011 aceonnt of contrary winds we 
came ai^aiii to the ])(iint whence we sailed llie pre- 
vions c'\<iiini^. We thru headed aj^ain for tlie sea 
the winil being about S.W. ami toward evening we 
anchored in seven fathoms. 

In tile morning at sunrise the wind changed to the 
north. We set sail and about noon we came to 
anchor below smits Island,^ on the west side. God 
be praised for his mercy thus far. The same day our 
mate went on land to further the work. 

We moored the ship to the shore by a cable, in 4}^ 
fathoms. 

As above. 

As alx)vc. 
As above. 

Strong north wind. 

As al)ove. Good weather. 

As al)<>ve. 

As a1x)ve. 

As above. 

As aliove. 

As above. 

We were ready to sail. North wind. 

In the afternoon we sailed in company with an 
English yacht. The wind N.W. and during the night 
we drifted in a calm. 



* Great Macliiponpn Inlrt. 
Little Machipongo Inlet. 

* Smith Island; cut of Cape Charki. fnniM Island, mentioned betow, b doabUen a 
miftake for smitM Ubtnd. 
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Mon. 13 At noon there was a steady breeze from the N.W. 

and toward evening the wind was about cast In the 
evening we came to anchor in five fathoms, smits 
Island lay W.S.W. from us and inatseponge some- 
what north uf N.N.E. During the night the wind 
became south with [occasional] calms. We set sail 
and ran cast. 

Tu. 14 In the mominpf matscpom^r lay north from us. 

We then sailed N.E. with a light breeze from the 
south and in the afternoon there was a stiff breeze. 
Wind and course as above and at sunset the wind 
changed to the west and there was thunder, lightning 
and rain. We took in our sails and the whole night 
sailed N.£. with a foresail. 

Wed. 15 In the morning the wind was as above and there 
\vas a stiff breeze. We set sail and went north antl at 
about nine o'clock in the forenoon we arrived before 
the grooctcn ciicrhaeuen^ and in tlie eveninp^ between 
boemdc gat and the sadcl.^^ That nij;ht we let our- 
selves drift till daybreak and then set sail. Wind and 
weather as above. 

Th. 16 In the morning rinselaers hoccP^ lay alx)ut two 

leagues north of us. The wind about west, we 
tacked into the bay and at about four o'clock in the 
afternoon arrived before the manataus. 

Fr. 17 As above. 

Sat. 18 As above. 

Sun. 19 As above. 

Mon. 20 As alK)ve. The carpenters came on board. 
Tu. 21 As above. 

Wed. 22 As above. 
Th. 23 ^ As above. 
Fr. 24 As above. 

Sat. 25 The carpenter*; fniislicd their work. 

Sun. 26 About two o'clock in the morning my mate hein^ 

drick dc freest died.^ 
Mon. 27 In the afternoon he and a child were buried. 
Tu. 28 We were ready to go to the watering place. 



** Great Esv Harlior. m short distance below Atlantic City. 

"The Saddle. 

** Rensselaers Hook; now Navcsink Highlands. 

"Hendridi Foreat; cf. Rfter, Harltm; Us origim pnd tmiy onnats, p. 14J. 
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Wed. 29 


We sailed to the watering place. 


Th. 30 


Our casks were filled with water. 


Fr. 31 


We cut firewood. 


August 




Sat. I 


Cut firewood as above. 


Sun. 2 


Hard wind and rain. 


Mon. 3 


As above. 


Tu. 4 


We got our water and wood on board and in the 




evening set sail toward the manaians. 


Wed. 5 


We arrived at the manaians in the afternoon. 


Th. 6 


As above. 


Fr. 7 


We sailed from the manatans to the rooe hoeck,** 


Sat. 8 


The wind S.W. and a light breeze. We sailed to 




a place below bloemerts puint.* 


Sun. 9 


The wind about south and we stayed there. 


Mon. 10 


We arrived below godins puint,'* The wind as 




above. 


Tu. II 


As above. 


Wed. 12 


.As above. 


Th. 13 


As above. A gale. 


Fr. 14 


We sailed in the morning with a N.W. wind and 



from godins puint put out to sea and sailed S.E. by 
E. in tbe name of God. May He preserve rinselaers 
wkk, 

C leaf. lat reck Ions. laL oba. 

Sat 15 S.E. by £. ^ E. 29 39-16 323-17 39-16 0-0 
The wind N.W., light breeze. N.W. 

Sun. i6»' S by W. 12 38-29 323-7 0-0 7-33 

variation of the compass. The wind S.E., wind for 
courses and topsails till morning when the wind 
. changed to the south. 

Mon. 17 S. by E. ^ E. 15 37-32 323-27 0-0 
rough weather, wind for lower sails only. 

Tu. 18 E. by S. yi S. 15 37-15 324-35 

The wind S.W., rough weather, thunder and light- 
ning. 

•* Red Hook; a point on the Brooklyn shore about half a mile south of Governor's 
Tafand. 

" Hlommaevtfis Point: see p. 374 
■•Godijn'a Point; now Sandy Hook. 

"Tba abbreHadooa of coarse, leagues, etc., oeevr abofve tBcarlf an tibe cntrfea up to 
and indudinc ftept. astb. but it is not thought worth while to repeat them In Alt 
translatkm. 
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Wed. 19 E. by S. S. 21 36-54 326-12 0-0 00 
The wind S.W., stiff topsail breeze. Last niglit we 
had changeable weather. First we carried two 
courses but now tlie topsails. We clianged our 
course and ran S.E. by E. Yi E. 

Th. 20 IC. by S. 18 36-19 327-39 0-0 0-0 

The wind north, stiff topsail breeze. Last night wc 
had much rain and variable wind, mostly SA^^ 

N.W. 

Fr. 21 M. by S. K' S-^*) 37-4'^» 3-''>-54 0-0 5-4 

The wind X.I*!., topNail breeze, S. 1)y W. from the 
biicnmicdcs;^^ fine weather and we sailed east. 

Sat. 22 K. by N. Vj K.U. 35 54 33 i-ii o--c)o-[o] 

'1 lu- wind north, light breeze and fair weather. 

Sun. 23 \'\. by N. 8 36-0 331-49 35- 18 0-0 

The wind N.W. with [occasional] calms and fair 
weather. 

Mon. 24 !•:. by X. i ; p:. _>3 35-31 331- 39 35-^'*^ 0-0 

The wind N.W various breezes and fair weather. 

'A'u- 25 E. 5 35-28 333-59 0-0 

fitful winds and calms. 
W ed. 26 1:. by N. 23 o-o 335-49 35-45 

The wind S., unsteady. 
Th. 27 K. by N. 18 35-50 3.^7-15 0-0 

The wind S. \V., raw weather, low sails,'* 
I'r. 28 F. by X. 36 36-27 340 ^) 0-0 

The wind S.W., raw weather keeping all hands bu.sy, 

low sails. 

Sat. 29 F. by N. 30 36 50 342-35 0-0 

The wind SAW, weather keeping all hands busy. 
Sua. 30 I'', 'j N. 38 vt-o 3-J5 6 37-0 

The wind .S.W. topsail breeze, fair weather. 
Mon. 31 N.b:. y> X. 23 37-4<> 34'>-37 0-0 

The wind S.W., light topsail breeze. We leave the 

Gulf Stream. 

September 

Tu. I F, by N. ]A K. 22 0-0 348-19 38-16 

The wind S.. liglit topsail breeze, fair weather. 

Wed. 2 E. b}' X. 28 0-0 350-26 38-37 

The wind S.» fitful weather. 



*■ Bcnuttdss. 

*te#f« ««'l«ft; pouibly neaiu tliat lower nils only were leti 
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Th. 3 E.N.E. 23 00 352-8 39-10 

The wind S., raw, changeable weather. 
Fr. 4 E. N. 25 0-0 353-49 39-^3 

The wind S., topsail breeze. 
Sat. 5 E. 31 39-23 356-29 0-0 

The wind S., raw, changeable weather. 
Sun. 6 E. by N. i<3 N. 12 39-34 356-56 0-0 

The wind S., light breeze and at noon we saw a sail to 

our Ice and toward evening it came near us. It was 
with tibbout Capt. tibbout from flissingen,*^ That night we both 

drifted in a calm. 
Mon. 7 E. >^ N. 12 0-0 357-54 39-39 

parted The wind S.W., light breeze and at sunset the north 

from him point of Coeruai^^ lay two leagues S.E. from us. 

Light breeze. 

Tu. 8 At noon the north point of Coerua lay about 16 

leagues W. from us ; latitude 40 deg. 10 min., longi- 
tude I deg. 4 min. Calms. 
Wed. 9 N.E. E. 12 40-41 1-5 1 0-0 

The wind S.S.E., light breeze. 
Th. ID N.N.W. 5 41-0 1-42 0-0 

The wind east, a gale with one sail. 
Fr. II N.W. 4 . 41-I1 1-3 1 0-0 

The wind east, stiff topsail [breeze]. 
Sat. 12 N.E. by N. 11 41-^47 2-3 42-44 

The wind S.E., light breeze. 
Sun. 13 N.E. 9 0-0 2-28 43-9 

The wind S.E., calm. 
Mon. 14 E.N.E. 19 0-0 4-0 43-38 

The wind W.S.W., light breeze, fair weather. 
Tu. 15 E.N.E. 26 Q-o 6-7 44-19 

The wind W.S.W., light breeze. 
Wed. 16 E.N,E. 30 0-0 8-35 45-2 

The wind W.S.W., light topsail breeze. 
Th. 17 'E.N.E. 27 45-43 10-55 0-0 0-0 

The wind W.S.W., gale. 
Fr. 18 E. by N. 5 45-48 11-33 0-0 0-0 

The wind north with calms. 
Sat 19 E. 22 0-0 1 3-1 45-49 0-0 

The wind north and a light topsail breeze. In the 



** VliMingrn. on the island of Walcbercn, Nctherlandt. 
*Corvo^ one of Uw Atom; we note on pi.<S7i. 

25 
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two sails 



Sun. 20 



Mun. 21 



lat. at 
noon 



Tu. 22 



at noon 



Wed. 23 
Th. 24 



Fr. 25 

bottom 

« I« Rochdle. 
•Terre Neuve; 



evening we saw two sails to windward astern. They 
were sailing K.X.li. and wc were then steering N.E., 
but it was not long before we changed to E.N.E. 
also and at sunset tlicy were two leagues fnim us. 

H. ]A N. 27 o-[oJ 15-34 45 4(; 
The wind north, stiff topsail breeze, i iub morning 
we saw no sails. 

In the morning we saw a sail al)<)Ut a hall league 
astern of us. He turned and ran W. by X. Seeing 
this we set all our sails and folU»wed him. The wind 
was north and the breeze light so that we could 
make no [progress on our voyage. We thought that 
it might be a Portuguese. 

E. by S. 5 45-5^' (>-<^ 
The wind north with calms. We followed him hard 
and in the night at the end of the first watch we 
came near him and askol him where he came from 
and he replied that he was from roscl^'- and came 
from tccrcnoouc.''''^ We told him to take in his sails 
to stay with us, wdiich he did. 

In the morning we under>tood him thoroughly but 
it was not to our liking. We lowered our boat, went 
on board of him and took some fish. We cleaned 
the bottom of our ship somewhat for it was perfectly 
calm. 

W.S.W. 5 0-0 15-36 45-49 0-0 
The wind or breeze east but at noon there was a 
steady breeze as above. We took leave of the other 
ship and Inith went north and at sunset he was alx>ut 
two leagues away from us. The wind as above. 

N. 25 47-29 15-36 0-0 CHO 

The wind east, topsail breeze. 

N. by E. 35 48-46 18-29 o-^ 
The wind .S.li!., >tift' topsail breeze. At nn()n we saw 
a sail to windwar<l about a league away; he also 
stood toward the Channel, 

I*,, by X. 32 (>-o 20-37 4S-54 o-[oj 
The wind south, raw weather and at noon we cast 
the lead and struck bottom at 90 fathoms. 

that ii» Newfoundland. 
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Sat 26 In the morning we sounded ag.iin and found then 

at 80 fathcmis fine grayish saml. From that point 
we sailed east. We saw two ships whicli entered the 
Channel also. At noon we had sailed 36 leagues £. 
by N. and tlie latitude by reckoning was 49 deg. 20 
min. The wind was west but changed to north. 
We then sounded again and found white sand at 75 
fathoms. We then set our course toward the E.N.E. 
and thought that we were in the Channel near hcij 
sant,^* about 14 leagues away from it ; it began to blow 
hard. That whole night we sailed with the two 
lower saUs. 

Sun. 27 In the morning the wind and course was as above. 

We saw three ships coming toward us; they were 
going S. W. but we did not speak them ; and we saw 
also a fleet which followed tliem. In the afternoon 
there came anotlier fleet in which were many Scotch 
ships and vessels from Lubeck and Hamburg, which 
we spoke. Bottom here at 60 fathoms. By our 
reckoning we were nine leagues N. by E. from 
leescrt.^ The wind north and turned to the west 

Mon. 28 In the morning it was very calm. We were sur- 
rounded by a fleet and about nine o'clock there was 
a fine breeze from the west We then sailed N.E. 
and leesert lay N.E. by N. from us. During the 
night it blew hard and it was very dark. We laid 
to with one lower sail. 

Tu. 29 In the morning we made sail again, but at one 

o'clock in the afternoon we saw leesert lying S.W. 
from us, at a distance of about two leagues and the 
wind changed to N.W. so that we could not make 
faelmuiden*^ and set course for pleijmuiden.^ We 
arrived there in the evening and found no Dutch 
ships there. 

Wed. 30 The wind south. 
October 

111. I As above. 

Fr. 2 As above. 



•*llc d'Oiicssant, or Ushani Island, department of Finiat^e, France. 
* The Lizard. 
*• Falmouth. 
Plymouth. 
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Sat 3 As above. 

Sun. 4 As above. 

Mon. 5 The wind east, we cleaned. 

Tu. 6 llie wind as above. 

Wed. 7 As above. 

Th. 8 As above. 

Fr. 9 As above. 

Sat. 10 As above. 

Sun. II As above. 

Mon. 12 As above. 

Tu. 13 A fleet of about 140 sail came here. The wind 

as above. 

Wed. 14 Tlie wind as above. We sailed toward the fleet. 
Th. 15 The wind soutli. 

Fr. 16 As above. 

Sat. 17 The wind west. We set sail with the fleet and 
toward evening it became calm so that the hindmost 
ship could not get out and we all anchored in the 
roadstead. At night came a breeze so that a ship 
drifted across our bow. We lost our anchor an:I 
cable, weighed and sailed again behind draecken 
Island.«» 

Sun. 18 In the morning the wind was S.E. and it blew 
hard so that we all entered the harbor again and in 
the afternoon the ship haerlem came in. 

Mon. 19 The ship de sout bergh put in here also. 

Tu. 20 The wind as above. 

Wed. 21 As above with storm. 

Th. 22 As above. 

Fr. 23 The wind northerly, good weather. 

Sat 24 N.E. good weather. 

Sun. 25 S.E. with storm. 

Mon. 26 As above. 

Tu. 27 As above. 

Wed. 28 As above. 

Th. 29 As above. 

Fr. 30 The wind N.W., sailed out into the roadstead. 

Sat. 31 The wind about west We sailed with a topsail 

breeze. In the evening we were N. by E. of 

tuirbaeij,^ 



" St Nicholas or Drake's Island, in Plymouth Sound. 
*Tor Bajr, on tlie cait coast of DevOMhlre. 
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November 

Sun. I In the morning we were about opposite poerihnt/*' 

The wind as above, stiff topsail breeze and in the 
afternoon we saw tvickt^* It blew hard from the 
west and we ran before the wind with the foresail. 
At about midnight we saw beucsier^ with very 
rough weather from the W.N.W. and the N.W. Wc 
then sailed £. by N. and later N.E. 

Mon. 2 In the morning we were off the French coast, 
south of the oude rnan,^ with storm from the 
N.N.W. We tiuned again toward the west. This 
morning four Dunkirkers came among the fleet but 
did no harm. 

Tu. 3 The wind as above with stiff weather, for lower 

sails only. 

Wed. 4 From morning till noon it was calm and in the 

afternoon the wind became west, and at night we 

sailed between the hoefden.^ 
Th. 5 In the morning the wind was as above with a 

topsail breeze and about noon a stiff topsail breeze. 
Fr. 6 About nine o'clock we came into tesscL 

Sat. 7 About nine o'clock in the morning wc arrived in 

God's name before amsterdam. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Peter Minuit^ 

December 2$, 1637 

Pictter Mittuijtt, commander under the crown of Sweden, on the 
ship de caiiner sleutcF* lying at the Tcxcl 

This 25th of December 1637 
Hccr Commandeur: Tliis sudden change of weather and win l 
quite upsets me so that I must write today in haste and in an un 
becoming fashion. Yesterday evening I had the goods specified in* 
the enclosed invoice put on board the lighter of your honor's skip- 

Portland. 
•» Isle of Wight. 
■■Beadiir Head. 

•»Thc OM M.nn 
••The Headlands. 

V. J?. 0. Mss, Ltller Book, f.9Sb. This tetter is in the handwriting of Kilaen van 

RensscLicr. 
"The Key of Kalraar. 
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per while the wind was still west, not thinking that this sudden 
change would come. It froze during the night luid this morning 
the wind has become northerly with storm and high water and may 
very easily shift to northeast and so be exceedingly awkward for 
me, as none of my people who were to sail with you for my colony 
are at hand; if the wind becomes easterly, I am therefore con- 
strained to recommend you in the most friendly and urgent manner 
not only to stow away and transport my goods dry in your honor's 
slii[), but also at your convenience to deliver them at the Manhatans 
to my nephew IVouter van Tzviller, or in his absence to some one 
else with recommendation from me to the director there, named 
ll'illcin Kijcft, to have the same taken at the first opportunity to 
my colony of Rcnsselacrswyck and dclivoreil to Jacop platick, my 
officer and commis. If 1 have time, 1 shall write to the said 
director, as well as to niy nephew Wouttcr 7-an Ticillcr, Jacop 
pkiuck and others; if not, your honor must in this case do for me 
the best you can ; in return you must command me wherever I can 
do you a service or kindness. I have paid to Jan hindrixsz. the 
skipper of your honor's ship, on account of l)oar«l. transjx^rtation 
of niy people and one half of the lii,diler Ircii^lit, 70 Ducat oiis ai 
f3 :3 each, auKtuntiuf,'^ 10 fj20:io. which ycnir honor can credit or. 
the account of my peoi)le. I h(»pe that the wcatluT will stay a while 
as it is. so that some may i^et on hoard, es[>ecia]ly my cousin arcut 
l aii Corlcr, wlioni I rccotnincnd most stronijly to your honor as ho 
is still younj^ and (jnite inexperienced; if not, your honor will n(^ 
doubt be able to use yourself the provisions which your honor's 
skipper boui^ht f«»r these people, and, if not, deliver what remains 
at the Maiihalans toL;ether with my other j^oods. The box No. M, 
in which are the six hrelMck^^, is n<!t iiKln<led in the manifest:'"' you 
will be able to di'feml tliis [by couiitiiii,^] them amonc; the necessary 
arms of your honor's or my people, llavinp; no more time \o 
spare at present. I pray that God Almii^hty may tjrant your honor 
a happy and succe'>'-ful voyaq^e to the i^^lory of His holy name and 
to the discomfiture of our common enemy. I had heartily hoped 
that your honor would have come once more yourself, which could 
still takf place if the wind and the weather allow. l>efore your 
departure please advise me of the receipt of this letter and the 
goods. 

N. P>. Loaded in the lii^hter of jacop jaiiscn, Hi^htcrmaTi, to be 
taken to the Texcl to the ship dc Calmer Sleutcl, commander pictter 

"CcmvoiJ bri/gif. 
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Minuijt and skipper jehan hettdrixss v de waeiter; this 24th of 
December 1637, in Amsterdam. 
With manifest of the following items marked as in the margin. 

ABC being three wooden boxes, contents according to 
^■f* manifest 
^ D E F G II being five packing boxes* 

N. B. I one ditto chest also included in the manifest whidi 
could not be got ready and will be sent herewith or 
later according to the time available 
K L two barrels of salt ( smaltonncn) 
M a long box with firclDcks; herewith, ordered by hcndrkk 

Trip, a kejLj with 50 lb of fine gunpowder 
N a large wicker liamper with wooden utensils 
O being five winnowing baskets tied together ; a small barrel 
with grapevines for the Commander Minuijt 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jacob Alberts^ Planck^ 



December 25, i6j/ 



Jacop planck, in the colony of Renssclaerswyck 

In Amsterdam, 25 December 1637 
This in haste, serving only to transmit the enclosed invoice of 
the c^oods which I am sending you through the kindness of Com- 
mander Picttcr Minuijt, who has made accommodation for them in 
his ships. If I have time I shall write you more at length ; mean- 
while take proper care of my affairs and enter these goods on my 
account. Do therewith the best you can and do not forget to send 
me at the very first opportunity the account of the goods sent to . 
you by my small ship, charging the expenses of the people who 
came over with it according to the contracts sent you. Do not 
delay any longer cither the accoimts of the farms and my account 
with the Company and what further may be necessary. I must cut 
this short because it is Christmas and the wind now northerly may 
soon shift to the east. Yesterday evening and this morning the 
goods were loaded in the lighter to be taken to the Texd. I have 
not time to write more. 

** cargasot* kisttn. 

* V. R. B. Ms$, Letter Book, dysb. Thii letter is in the handwriting of Kilieen van 
ScnMelaer. 
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P. S. If weather and wind allow, I shall write you about 
everything at length. 1 am very much dbpleased about the things 
which dWrick Corssen has done in my colony contrary to my in- 
structions. This must not happen again or I should have to take 
entirely different measures. The longest of the six firelocks that 
are in the box you will deliver to jehan lebattij, carpenter, who 
ordered it of me, charging the same to his account. The gun itself 
cost fi4, to which must be added the 50^ advance. I have engaged 
six persons to go over this time, but not one is at hand. Among 
others there goes to serve you as assistant, my cousin Arent van 
Carter, who can copy everything and write me of all more at length 
than has been done thus far, for I long particularly to have in- 
formation about everything. Do not neglect to keep a daily journal 
of everything that happens in the colony. When my cousin comes 
he will copy it all and relieve you. Enclosed are two letters to 
ghijshert op den dijck which I have left open. You can copy them 
and at the same time inquire about the slate hill,*^ also take notice 
of other things which it contains. Then seal them and have them 
delivered to him unless you go to see him yourself. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Willem Kieft^ 

December 26, i6^y 

WUlem Kijcft, commander in New Nctherland 

Tliis 2^)111 of nc'Cfinl)cr U'^T^y 
Ifccr CoiitniaiKii'iir : This siuMoii oa^t wiivl come np in the 
miflst of our Cliristmu'^ holiilays liindcrs u\c nn the otic liand in 
my devotions atid en llic other hand iiiakc< iiie commit the itn- 
f)ertiiieticc of n< writing properly to your lionor as the Hghtcr 
must now go at once. 

[space in original] 

as to my rejj^rct a few day«> after your honor's departure from the 
Texel. my small vessel arrived here from New Netlierland, which 
had arrived already <»n the 2(')\h of Septemher at plcymuijcn^ and 
could have heen here. However, luck would not have it that, ac- 

• SchaHjcH herch; sec tlso p.' 397. ' 
•> W R. P. Mss. Letter Book, f.9sb. 

* Plymouth, England. 
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curding to my Freedoms, I should send the goods needed by me ii. 
y<Hir honor's ships for nothing and I have now been oljHge<l to 
pay duty/'' Jlut now this opportunity offers itself that Commander 
pietcr minncwict, at present in the service of the crown of Sweden 
and sailing from Gortenborcli,'^ lias on account of storm been 
obliged to seek shelter at the Text-l, and by reason of old acquain- 
tance does me the kindness to take on board what in haste and 
half ill disorder 1 have been able to bring together in the way of 
necessaries fur my people and lu forward the same at his convenience 
to the Manliataiis to my nephew wultcr lan twillcr, in order not 
to trouble your honor too much. However, as he may periiaps 
have left before the arrival of this letter, at all events will have 
turned over his commantl to your honor, I take tiie liberty of 
recommending these in ha.ste to your lu>nor also, that the said 
necessaries may be sent at the lirst and best opportunity iroin the 
manhutaiis to my colony. On acct)unt of lack of time 1 send en- 
closed the copy [of the invoice] in brief, but if your honor should 
wish to examine the same more fully your will find in the letter to 
niy ulticer and cotmnis. Jacob planck, the full and itemized invoice 
and will find thai lliere i.> actually nothing in it but what is needed 
for my people; wherewith, as I have not a miiuile of lime left, on 
account of the short days, 1 will end, commending your honor to 
the gracious protection o£ the Most High. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wouter van Twiller^ 

December 26, i6$j 

IVouttcr van Twiiler, cunimander in New Netlierland 

This 26th of December 1637 
Mon Cousin: This sudden east wind not only prevents my de- 
votions during these holidays, for tomorrow is Communion day, 
but docs not give me sufficient time to rear! your honor's letter, 
much less to reply to the same properly, wherefore I postpone that 
to our next meeting, God willing. I had the misfortune that the 
ships of the Com[)any had left before my small vessel arrived and 
not being satisfied with the management of supercargo {dirrick 

•Conwjr, sec p. 95- 
F. K. B. Jr«r, UtUr Book, 
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Corsen and)'^' the skip{)er I do tmt think it advisahlc to seihl our 
vessel out (again J ""^ before your honor's arrival However, as 
lacob plane writes me for various necessaries for my people and 
tile ships of the Company with the new director have left, I have 
this unexpected opix>rtunity that picter minncwict, who is now in 
the service of the crown of Sweden and presumably will show a 
commission there for the regions about [Virginia?]/'^ in which 
enterprise hijwever 1 do not share in the least, by reason of old 
acquaintance does me the kindness to carry over a few boxes and 
small chests with necessaries for my people, of wiiicli I have n<>t time 
to advise you or to send you the invoice. I have setil it in brief 
to the new commander iK'illcm kycft and in detail enclosed 
in the letter to Jacob planck. If you care to open tliat you will find it 
therein and among the items you will find nothing but necessaries 
for my people. 1 (U) not have time either to write more fully 
to lacob planck; please see to it that these goods be sent to him 
in my colony. I had engaged six persons to go over too. ain«tng 
them our cousin /iroit 7'an Corlcr, a y(<ung man of good principles 
over whom your father is now appointed guardian, but as he went 
home once more to i)repare him^-elf, he will probably come too late, 
as the lighter mu>t go at once. ( )f thc>e six oidy one goes here- 
with, named lacob adnacnsz van wttrtxht,*''^ engaged as farm serv- 
ant or tobacco planter or whatever else he is fit for. He has also 
some knowledge of vegeta])le gardening. I have sent along a small 
barrel with grapevines and other things to be taken to my colony, 
l^lease send along from the macnatans some apples, pears and other 
fruits, also a few grapevine shoOts that have come from here, to 
plant them and see whether they will grow or take hold. I have 
put in his barrel also some of mine: it seems to me it will be best 
that he should go and live with albert anJricsscn if his tobacco 
has succeeded well, wherewith ending, yaie. 

"•These words enclosed in parenthcMS are iaaerted in tbe nargin of the LHttr Book 

in the handwriting of Kiliacn van Rensselaer. 

too comt my dt'cse om crwachle occasie roar, ddt f^irter minnetviet mm In dienste 
vm it Ct09% swetden, die apfarenttlyck Commissie nldacr sal '. ertoonen, OHtrent fUUr 
de qudriirrrn In ■arilul,'. See letters to WUIem Kteft and to Ulrkh Lapoltt, ICajr 7 
and May 8, i6j8, p. 403, 405. 
«See ^ 39S. 397$ 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Peter Minuit^ 



December 2^, lO^j 



Pictter Minuytt 



This 29th of December 1637 



Hecr Commandeur: The bearer of this letter, my cousin arent 
van Corler, sailing to my colony as assistant, is recommended to 
you to accommodate him as much as your honor's situation will 
allow. 1 trust tliat your honor will not fail herein but show me 
friendship 1 should a! < be mucli pkascd, inasmuch as he is still 
young and inexperienced, if you had a little instruction given to 
him in the processes of ship's bookkeeping as well as in the keeping 
of land accounts, as his master Jacob Planck, with whom he will be, 
is not too expert in these matters himself. He takes with him a 
mate's chest marked on the insi le No. in which tliere are some 
Hainault and grass scythes and other hardware which I could not 
put into the lighter wliidi sailed on Saturday and therefore did not 
reach your honor till yesterday. This small chest you will please 
add to the other items mentioned in my last letter, and under super- 
vision or in the keeping of my aforesaid cousin have hrought to 
the manatans by the best means you can find. With him go the 
following young men engaged for my colony, to wit : 

Arent van Corler, assistant, 18 years old 
Elbert albcrtsen, 18 years old 
Claes Jansen, 17 years old 
Gerrit hen!*, 15 years old 
Gf/f* Arentsen, 22 years old. 



On Saturday, with the goods, went: 
Jacob Arentsen, 25 years old 

Together six persons, who are recommended to your honor and 
whom, with my goods, you will please cause to reach the manatans 
at the earliest opportunity that circumstances will allow. From 
there I hope they will get further. I wish your honor good luck 
on the voyage. 

• V. R. B. Mss, Lttttr Boakt f^A. 

wrUa marfliMd nalbt In kindwflkiiif of Kmicti vbb ResMdaer. 




^^Loaded also 
one barrel 

of pitch, well hooped, 
fi8 

2 barrels of tar, together 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Willem Kieft^' 

[December ^p, /(Jj/J 

IVUlem Kijcft, commander in New Netherland 

Har Commandcur: Time presses me so that I can not even 
write to my nei)lie\v woHticr van twiUcr nur to my cotnmis Jacob 
planck. I tlierefore trust all my atTairs to your honor. Enclosed 
I send the invoice at length of all that 1 have sent your honor and 
in brief also tiie conditions and contracts with my peoj)le, from 
which your honor may see how sincerely 1 mean not to defraud 
the C'omj)any in the least, neither by sending questionable goods 
thither, nor by makiiii; contracts whicli may prejudice their trade, 
yet in everything saving my rights in the matter, as 1 do not at all 
consider that all the people of my colony but only the patroon or 
hi^ agents have the said rights of article 15 J- Please hand the 
enclosed papers lo my nephew wouttcr ran tunllcr to send them 
under his cover with '.ny jK-ople and goods to my colony to the 
comuiis lucoh hlaiick, with (»rdvrs to distribute the people wher.* 
they are most neede<I, recommending especially my cousin Arcnt 
7'an Corlcr as assistant of Jacob planck, that he may make note of 
everything; also, that of tlu-sr ycnmg fellows some or most of them 
may be assigned t<j tobaico planting with filbert andricscn if he has 
had good success, but if the planting of tobacco should not sue- 
cee<l well in my colony these pe(»ple nnist 1)C distributed among the 
farmers. At all events, please let Jacob planck have the enclosed 
copies, i(j record them. IMease, Sir, after huin])le salutation to be 
gracionsly commended to Almighty ( lod and together with my 
nephew woiittcr van twillcr to be heartily saluted. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jacob Albertsz Planck^ 

December 2(^, i6s7 
This day, 29 December 1637, in Amsterdam 

Jacob planck: 

In addition to what I wrote you of before, I have also shipped 
the following: 

" V. R. B. Mu. Letter Book, f.97. 

** Article 15 of the Freedoms and Kxeinptions. 

» K. R. B. Mu, Utttr Book, l97lk 
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No. I. an old mate's chest containing 

30 Hainault scythes at 30 st £45 

.14 scythes at f4 £56 

12 iron spades at 14^ st f 8 14^* 



hog 14 

une barrel o{ pitch, well hooped, costs. . f 18 

two barrels of tar, cost f 15 

There are al>o 2 barrels of salt. No. K. L.. cn->i each f6, together 
fi2; I do not know whether tlicy arc entcrc 1 in the preceding 
invoice. 

Herewith go also 6 persons: 

1 Aretit van Corler, to serve you as assistant 

2 Jacob arisch van tvttrccht | ^^^^ 



3 Ghysbcrt aertscn van Bunnick 



4 lilhcrt clbcrsz I'on nicukiirck. weaver 

5 clacs Jauscn I'lin uiritkrrck, tailor 

6 Gcrrit Ilcudricksz ran nicukcrck, 

shoemaker 



these 3 fellows 
are intended 
for the tobacco 
planting miller 
Albert andricscn, 
if he succeeds, 
otherwise to serve 
with the farmers. 



Tlie aijreenHMits with the>c people, for how many years they arc 
engaged and what they are to receive. 1 have on account of lack 
of time sent t<^ the directir of the Co npany. W'iUcm Kyrft. t ) 
hand the same with the invoice of the goo ls to my ne[>hew iconttcr 
I'du twUlcr or to vnn. If J have still time 1 sliall enclose them 
herein, l iiis doubtful weather makes us quite confused. I com- 
mend yc»u to God. 

S*'. Adam Bcsscls, copartici|)ant in mv colony, writes the two 
cfidosed letters to y(»n to have the slate hill.'''' which T assigned to 
Ghysbcrt op den dyck in the pre-ence of MliinKvt, luimed Hessels 
Bcrch. Please favor him tin rein if it is at all promising, otherwise 
call one of the farms of Sy])i\iii ^ealiclis: an 1 Coruelis inacsen, 
Ressels Bcrch . as aforesaid, and the other 1 ripcburch, also after 
one of my participants. 

The tobacco must be sent over not rolled up but in the leaf. 



**Tlie Lttitr ffooft has f6:i9. 
^sehtMtn Berek of it Uybereh. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wouter van TwiUef** 

December 16^7 

Wotittcr I an Tivillcr 

This (lav. Dcccniher 1^)37. in Ainstcnlani 
Mini Cousyn: This uncertain weather and the tarryini; of niy 
|K'oj)le makes me so stupid that I hardly know what I am doing. 
I have sent to the commander Ti'/V/c;;/ Kycft my invoice of all my 
goods, also the agrcement-> and names of my peoi)le. with re(iuest 
to hand the same to your honor or to Jacob planck. The people 
are six in number, auK^nj,' them (»ur cousin Arcnt fun i orlcr as 
assistant in my colony to Jacob fylaiick. IMease i;ive him a little 
instrnctif)!! atid infurniation as 1 have not time to do so. My 
people are these : 

Arent van Corler, assistant 

Jacob ariaensa van Wttrecht ^ , ' ^ 

, . , • , . , t larm servants 
(jhysoert arentss xrm tmnntck j 

^tobacco planters under 
Elbert elbersen van Kicukerck I albert Andricsscn, if 
Clacs Janscn van nieuwkcrch ■{ it [the plantiuf^] has 

succeeded well, other- 



Gerritt Hendncxss van nyckerck 



wise with the farmers. 



I urt^e your honor to helj) dispatch these peoi)le ancl my i^oods 
to my col(»ny at the tirst opp()rtunity in order that they may still 
plant tobacco this year. I thank your honor for the roll of 
t(»bacco sent to me tlirouj^h Arcut Corsscn. which your honor's 
l)rother hcndrick and others have shared also. I shall supply your 
honor with j)eoplc ; please demand of the director lAllciii Kycft 
the contracts and invoice sent him with the request to hand them to 
yfnir h<»nor and let Jacob phiiick have .nil the co])ies so that he may 
record tliem. If bet'ore your dei)arture you could find time to 
inspect my colony from one end to the other and examine every- 
thini: as carefullv as possible and then report to me. I shoubl be 
pleased. Your honor is warned that toliacco in the leaf is in better 
demand and more readily sold here than rolb- I up. 

Please have the enclosed handed to Jacn!> f^laitch with the goo<ls 
and. if you think fit. feel free to oj)cn it, but .said planck^"^ must not 
come home yet by tlie first ship. 



^V.R.B.Mm, Letter Book, f.98. 

" The wordi " but wid ptanck ** arc croned out in the Letter Book, Sec p. 401. 
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Inventory of goods consigned to Jacob Albeitsx Planck by the 
ship bet Wapen van Noorwegcn™ 

AprU 28, 1638 

Iluiior he to Ciod, this day, 2S April r638, in Amsterdam 
Loaded ill the ship called lirt i^'iicpi'it i-au noonvccgcn''* for the 
colony of Rensselacrswyck, these full(»wiii^^ i^oods, consigned to 
Jacob albcrtsz planck, or wlmever may fill his place in 
his al>sence, marked as in the margin and iuiml>ercd as 
follows, sailing as snpercargo on said ship;'*'^ may (lod 
watch over the same and bring it to its place of destina- 
tion. 

1 an Kast India chest in which Xorwej^ian^' kerseys, canvases, 

liiun and divers other floods for the needs of the hnman Ixxly. 

2 an ohloHL; chest in which stockings, blankets, tUvers articles for 

the care of horses, lead and axes 

3 an ohlonj^ chest in which kerseys, pewter dishes, goblets, shoes 

and other articles 

4 a ditto chest in whicli 29 blankets 

5 a ditto chest in which iron, .^^rass scythes, Ilainault scythes. Vm^- 

lish cr»in, wooden handles**^ for Hainault scythes and fish 
hooj) nets 

6 a ditto chest ifi which 120 shirts, blankets and a few small pack- 

ajT^es which mnst be delivered at the manhatans, wherefore 
this chest mn>t be opened there 

7 a <litto chest in which 13 firelocks and 12 powder horns 

8 6 wimiowiiii^ baskets 

9 a j)acking box'^' filled with soil in which some plants are planted 

also . . . 

TO a sniall barrel with dried currants 

11 f)iie half quarter | ho,^:sliead] of oil 

12 a barrel with various spices • • ' * 
i,^ 20 F.dam cheeses in a box . ' ! ' 
14 9 Lcyden cheeses in a box 



" y. R. B. Mss, Letttr Bo9k, f.99lk 
"ITic Arms of Norway. 
Name of Cornelia Melyn, the suiiercargo, not given in Letter Book, nor any blank 

left. 
•* noortsf. 

**«Mnwii. . : ' 

"Cargesetn kitt. 

^ Bluk m Letur Book. ' , . ? • ' j . . J J 
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15 one oil barrel^ in which 4 firkins of soap 

also 2 casks of pitch and 2 casks of tar, 20 bundles of rods 
from Liege, 10 bundles of French rods, 13 bundles of iron 
bars, 27 pieces of sheet iron, 12 pieces of ploughshare iron and 
5 hoe^ of smith's coal, one hogshead of vinegar and 4 kegs 
of salt, 8850 hard bricks and 1000 red bricks, a keg of gun- 
powder 

18 young marcs with their feed and casks and troughs with 

water 

also a rope, 30 fathoms long 

a copper pot and a long gun for Jan la muntanyic 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wouter van TwiUcr^ 

May 6, 1638 

wouter l an t wilier 

Honor be to God, in Amsterdam, this day, 6 May 1638 

Monsieur man Cousyn: Enclosed herein are copies of the letters 
sent to your honor by dcti Harinck and later in the winter by the 
ship de Calmer sleuteL I hope tliat the people and the goods sent 
therewith have come over safely and have at this time, by the grace 
of God, arrived in my colony of Rensselaerswyck so that I may still 
this year reap the fruits of their labor either in farming or planting 
of tobacco. This letter goes to your honor while I am again in 
uncertainty whether your honor will still be there or will have left 
when this letter arrives, since the commander willem Kijeft, who is 
to relieve your honor, was to leave the Barrilnude^ about the 4th 
of February and could have joined you in a few days, but it is 
still uncertain whether he left that exact da}- , also, because the 
5kipi)cr lange willem,^ who in return for having hurried your honor 
so was obliged to wait here a year before he could put to sea, will 
now perhaps not make much haste. However, if this should still 
come to hand, you will in answer to yours sent by Martten gerritss 
under date of 20 November please understand the following: 

First, that I have received your honor's draft for 131 mjd and have 
presented it to some gentlemen** who gave me little hope of paying 
the same before your arrival here, and as the question between 



■* nlirarm = 120 ftir»» <:<*/<'" 37-98 gallons. 

hoet -J 33.3s bushels. 
" y. R. B. Mss, Letttr Book, £.98. 

•* T?rrmiir?,T?. 

*• Long William. 

** Referring to the director» of the W. 1. Co. 
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the Chambers concerning an open trade to Brazil has caused much 
trouble since usually most of the directors are out of town and oc- 
cupied, I have not been able to press the matter very hard. It 
seems that the matter is now settled that the trade to Brazil will be 

carried on by the participants jointly, each in proportion to his in- 
vestment, which is well if the money is used properly and not mis- 
used. What they will do with New Netherland, we shall sec in 
course of time. I imas;ine that they are only waiting for advice 
from the new director Kycft ; as far as 1 am concerned they may do 
as tliey please. I expect to carry un my colony with all courage and 
vigor and send therefore in God's name, by this ship het waepen van 
noortweegen, of which Cornclis mclyn is supercargo and in the 
equipment of which the colony of Rcnssclaerswyck shares one half, 
in addition, on payment of frcij^dit, 18 marcs with several farmers, 
their wives and laborers and a quantity of goods for the separate 
account of the said colony, althougli three of the aforesaid 18 horses 
belong to Jacob ivolphcrsz, as we do not know whether we sliall 
divide them or let tlicm go there together. 

Claes ramacckcr lia<l also three horses among them, but these I 
have taken over from him and paid for so that there are 15 horses 
for the colony among them. May Go 1 Almighty watch over them. 
I recommend your honor to do your best to have them sent up at 
the first opportunity, agreeable to my orders an i instructions given 
to Jacob plaiick, whom for goo 1 reasons I have asked to stay there 
for the present. As to Marttcn qcnits::''^ he has bej^un to make me 
some proi)ositinns. but as he is in jychicrhvil and not in the city very 
little has been done. I shall expect your honor "s arrival, God willing;, 
by the first sliip and then take hold of the matter with more vigor. 
Icronimus La Croix has also comtnuiiicated to me the circumstances 
of his journeys"- throii<j^li the fiuitiiiniis land to the Si)iiickciis and 
to the I Vesli River w here the F.ii^lisli come much too high up aii<l 
too near to ns. The C"om|)any niii-t oi)e!i their eyes. I think, or tlicy 
will lo^e the be^t part of that lair re.L;i'Mi, A*^ for yourself, you 
would better be carefid and well prepare I ; all calunniies w ill Mi^ap- 
pear and the eur>e c1ian.i;e to a blessing. Salomon van soldcrbccck 
has been an evil instrument. 

I have received a roll of tobacco of which your honor makes no 
mention in his letter and 1 have divided it among the friends here 

»' Knrmrrly eommig at Fort Ornnu'- Sec p. ^2<-). 

" The accounts of these journeys were not among the collection when placed in the 
hands of Ibe present editor. See note about the account of the journey to the Senecaa, 
p. J71 of this volume. 

26 
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and at nyckcrck aiul thank yf)iir lioiior for tlic rcMnciiil)rancc. 
When you come here, ( i(Kl williii}^. you may still have a taste thereof. 
1 hope that ours in the colony has succee le-l well too under alhcrt 
ditcrinck:^ althouj;h they write from there that it is somewhat hot 
for the reason that it has heen picked early. 1 recommeml to yoii 
to advance and instruct »»ur c«>u>in Arcnt "ran Corlcr as much as 
time and place will allow; only, let him he dili.Lrent and record ami 
note down everythini;^ and advise me on all occabiuus, not sparingly 
but as fully as he can. 

The animals which are already in the colony, together with the 
horses and the pcojile who «i^o over now. are also recommended 
to you for the lime that your honor stays there. In chest No. 6 
are put three packai^es l)i lon^;in}^ to your farm servants, with letters 
tied on top of them, which must be taken out at the manhataiis and 
the che>t closed ai^ain. 1 do not know whether there are any anionjf 
them from your father, brother or other friends, as your brother 
brout^ht them here as they arc from nyckcrck. The friends at 
nyckcrck as well as here are well. (Ind he praised, except my 
brother in law thomas 7'aii ll'rrly. who has a fluxion to his thigh so 
that he can not walk I li^iu that he will soon be l)etter. Your 
honor's sister Grictyvn has had fever several times but was getting 
better. They all send you many c^rcctincjs. I would write more at 
length, but fear that you will have left before this letter arrives. Tf 
not, make as much haste as possible to come hither and to defend 
your affairs before the Company; wherewith ending. I commend 
your honor in the gracious protection < >f r,od Almighty and with 
hearty salutation^ from my wife, our children, mother van weeley 
and all her family, I remain . . . 

I wviiQ you to keep the farm at the manliatans for me; also to 
sec that I get some cows from some one or other as I am propor- 
tionately least provided with them. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Willem Kieft^ 

A/flV 7, i6^8 

S': Willem Kief i 

This day, 7 May 1638 

Honorable, prudent Sir : As shortly after your honor's departure 
from the Tcxcl my small vessel arrived here from New Netherland 

^ I'roh.ibly a misf.ikc for alhrri andriess, * 
y.R. B. Mss. Letter Book, f.ioo. 
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bringing me advice of some things needed by my people there and 
it so hajipcned that the ship dc Calmer Slutcl, commander f>itfrr 
minict in tiie service of the crown of Sweden, was ol)Iiged to seek 
shelter here at the Tcxcl on account of storm, 1 did not want to neg- 
lect tliis opportunity, though in midwinter and in freezing weather, 
of supplying my people as far as possible with necessaries and of 
improving the condition of New Netherland as much as possible as 
to population, and. trusting to Ciod's mercy, I have also sent over 
six persons, thongli his <lestination was unknown to me. I could 
make out only tliis much, that lie expected to go to N'irginia. from 
which region I have asked him to try to find opportunity to send 
my goods and people to the Company's settlement. As I had to 
do this, hesitating between hope and fear, immediately before and 
during the Cliristmas holidays, when 1 could ask no letters to 
IcpoUP^' of the West India Company, I have consigned my aforesaid 
goods and people with all the papers and instructions to your honor. 
1 hope tliat the same have arrived safely and been sent by your 
honor to the proper place. I shall not fail to show myself grateful 
on all occasions where I can do your honor a kindness and if there 
is anything in my colony which your honor might desire, all you 
have to do is to speak to my commis. Also, if there should be any- 
thing among the goods or necessaries which I send over, which your 
honor needs or can use, you have but to request it of him, as I seek in 
every way to keep on good terms not only with the lords directors 
in this country but more especially with tlicir officer^ nn 1 servants 
on your side, in order lliat the region of New Netherland may not 
decline through discord (with which it has for many years been 
cursed but too much ) but may, through harmony, each respecting 
the riglits of others, by God's gracious l)1es^ing be changed to a 
flourishing and useful ^tate, toward which 1 on my part do and 
will continue to do all I can. As Clacs Corncliss radcmaccker and 
jacob ivolfcrsen l>an amcrsfoortt, according to tlie enclosed extract, 
had obtained consent to send over a ship with cattle, about which 
they did not just know what course to take. I helped them out and 
filled the vacant room with horses and other g w ^ 1^ you will 
see from the copy of the manifest signed by the lortis directors, 
the original of wbicli is in possession of Cornelis melyn, supercargo 
of this present ship hct waepen van ^'> r>rwe^cn, in which are 15 
horses for the account of my colony and three for jacoh wolphersen; 
does Cofnelissen sends over none because there was not room 

^Upolyckc brieven; perhaps intended for befuwrtycke brieven, proper letters. 
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enough. We had expected to put in many more horses, but the 
water, hay and oats for the horses and the salt and other things 
for the fishery have taken up too much room. 

I urge you in the most friendly manner to lend my people the 
helping hand as much as is possible without detriment to the Com- 
pany, that with the said horses, their baggage and 'Other goods, 
they may be sent to the colony at the earliest moment to perform, 
in God's name, with courage their agreed service and labor. If 
among my horses there should be a particularly fine one which you 
would like, you can take it for yourself and in its stead provide the 
farmers with another or poorer one. 

I shall also be much pleased if detailed lists and accounts are 
sent to mc of the goods which my commis furnishes to the Com- 
pany and receives in return, in order that there may arise no mis* 
understanding; also, if the payment for my grain, which beyond alt 
contradiction is a product of the soil, might take place in peltries 
to the satisfaction of both sides and if my people in conformity 
with the Freedoms granted may be allowed to trade and sell what 
the Company does not need — provided they pay for the goods so 
traded such duty or freight as the aforesaid Freedoms prescribe; 
also, if it could be done without hurting the congregation at the 
manhafans, as the people of the Company at Fort Orange and my 
people in the colony have thus far no minister, though I hope to 
procure one for them at the earliest opportunity, that for a time the 
minister at the manhatans might occasionally go thither to console 
and admonish them and to celebrate the Lord's supper with them, 
which would be an agreeable service to me and undoubtedly also 
to the Company as far as their people are concerned, wherewith 
ending for this time. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Ulrich Lupoltt^ 

May 8, 1638 

Vlrich Leopoldit 

Amsterdam, this 8th of May 1638 
Honorable, pnident very discreet Sir: Some weeks ago in con- 
versation with s*", CuUUamc momma, my very good and intimate 
friend, your honor's person happened to be mentioned in connection 
with my colony and I was very glad to learn of the good relations 
between you, as on the strength thereof I may with your permission 

F. R. D. Mss, Letter Book, f.toi. 
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avail niNsolf of your M-rviccs, a> far a> yuur ^-ituatiou aii<l tlic ser- 
vice of the W Csi Iti'lia lOiiipany will allow. To this end 1 send 
enclosed the letter of s' . utoir.inu to your lione^r by this our ship Iwt 
iCticpcti i'lUi M(>(>ri\'t\i;r;/, wIkjsc cargo is largely composed of horses 
for my eulony named Keiisselaer^wyck and .>unie goodb and neces- 
sarie> for my ]>e<tple who are already there or now going over, and 
herewith 1 make ihe I'nllowing request of you. In case my nephew 
ll outi f z-an Wilier, formerly tlireetor there, shall have left before 
the arrival of this shi|). as I suppose he will have done, 1 would re- 
quest you very kindly, as I do not knf)W what arrangements he may 
liave made in the absence of my commis alniut the alTairs of my 
colony or tn whom he has entrusted the forwarding and despatch 
of niy animals and goods whicli might come there meanwhile, to h wjk 
after this matter with the jierson whom he may have ordered to <lo 
so or with the c'lnniis of mv colony, if he should be presetit, and 
to lielj) along m\ pe<»ple as nnich as possible that they may get uj) 
th'.* liver with the luirses and their goods as suon as there is an op- 
portunity by a vessel sailing thither, the like of which I also recom- 
uirnd to and request of hirector icillrin kicft and promise grate- 
fully to repay all favors rect ived "n any occasion, as it is my in- 
tention, God willing, to avail my^idf of every oi)portunily of pro- 
v'i'ling the said reginus and *my colony with as many |)rM])k' and 
animals as possible. ( )f this I have already made a gooil beginning 
and have lately, in the heart of winter and by a ship that came here 
^n account of stc»rm, sent six persons with some necessaries who 
have. I hope, arrived there in one way or another, though llie <ai(l 
ship, which sailed in tin- service ed' the crown of .Sweden, our ally, 
hail another and to me imknown destination but as far as I c<tuld 
understand was bonn(] for \ irginia, or in case of need would sei-k 
some fri-sh su])plies in our region-;. .Mthough by reason of mv not 
knowing yonr lu^nor, I was then unable to recommend my alTair^ 
to you, I hope nevertheless that for the sake of promoting the |)opu- 
lation of the commonwealth you have of your own accord helped 
matters along, if the people have arrived; wherewith, from lack of 
further matter and of knowledge of your lumor's person and in 
order not to trouble you too much at the very fir-;t. I shall leave off 
and should be much plcasetl to receive a few words in reply. 
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KiUaen van Rensselaer to Pieter Cornelisz van Munnickendam^ 

May 8, 1638 
Ptcttcr Cornelijsen, master millwright 

This day, 8 May, in Amsterdam, 1638 

The aforewriltcii is a copy of our last letter sent to you by the 
ship den harinck, which 1 hope your honor has received; if not, 
your honor can use the sai<l copy. 

Since then, on the 7th of April last, I receive d by martti'ii Ger- 
ritscii your letter of November 9, 1637, which made me feel some- 
what better again, for I was (lis>atisfied not to have receivetl any 
writing from you during the whole voyage of my small vessel in 
which your honor sailed when I long so intensely to know how 
everything goes tlierc w liether successfully or unsuccessfully; [may 
it bej as the Lord wills, if only we fail not to do our part. 1 was 
much pleased to learn from your honor's letter that the sawmill 
was in operation and with one frame could saw 30 boards a day 
and that your honor would pnt anotiier frame in it to saw as many 
more; also, that your honor hail built a house near the aforesaid 
mill and intended to establish a brewery and a farm near it and also 
to build a small yacht to sail ont on the ocean and make a trip to 
Canada. The ze.il good but the execution has its difficulties. 
One must not untlertake too much at a titne in order not to ranfuse 
one thing with the other. Your son in law Symon Jansen accord- 
ing to your request goes over herewith to be employed hy you where 
he can he of most service to me and to yon. I should 1>e pleased if 
you remained as nnich as possible within the limits of the contract 
made with each other in order that no disorder occur, albari an- 
ilris. separated from you ; I hear that he is a strange character and it 
is therefore no wonder that he could not get along with you, but 
I hope that you will be able to agree the better with your other 
partner Chirx Jansc 7'iin naerden so as the better to advance the saw- 
mill and the house building. As to the grist-mill and the brewery 
of which you write, I had already another plan and await but the 
arrival of my nephew woutrr 7'aii h<'iUcr to draw a general order 
regarding tlum. for you know wt-ll enough that all wind and water 
milling [privileges] go with the juris liction, but your honor will 
do well to note down the expenses of the carpenter work with the 
millstones, hardware and other necessaries in order that we' may 

" y. R. B. Mss. Letter Book, f.ioib. 
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have the benefit thereof. And as to the brewery, it must be under 
the management of the one who has the supreme command in the 
colony or the person who will enter into a special contract regarding 
it ; the various affairs must be kept separate and not be mixed, in 
order tliat many people may make a living thereby, one under- 
taking this and another something else, for I hope to send over 
lJL(Ji)le from time to time as 1 do now once more. This costs me 
a great deal, especially for the number of horses, which with the 
expenses and freight, besides the risk, become incredibly dear ; but 
God willing, they will in time reimburse me for the outlay. As to 
what you write about taking a trip to Canada, I do not know whether 
you are fully aware of the condition of trade [in that region] ; 
the French have several charters respecting it, especially along the 
river of canada, and if you or any one else of our people went there 
they would be attacked as enemies; but I imagine that you refer to 
the coast of cadie situate between capo brcton and the hayc fran- 
coyse, from whose governor hcndrick dc forccst has had a letter 
which is now in iiiv han '^ and of whicli I send you enclosed liere- 
with a copy. His residence is for tlie present still too far from our 
colony to [go] with such a . . 

but as a provisional measure it would not seem bad to me if in con- 
formity with my freedoms you took care to trade with the English 
at the south and ti* the north, if you see any profit in it, taking with 
you such planks and lx>ards and grain as there might be on hand in 
my colony, but this should be done in conjunction with my commis 
and officer of tlie colony in order not to keep a double account 
thereof, wdiich in the end leads to nothing but confusion. I be- 
lieve that Jacob l>!aiiik is not best fitted for thai |work] but I can 
not do anything in tlic matter before 1 ha\ c talked with my nephew 
ivoiitcr van tzcilu'r in order tlien t" make a definite decision about it. 
I can not understand very well either from your letter or from that 
of planck how it is about the servants who have been engaged 
together for the mill company, whether they are >till together in the 
service of the said mill company or whether tlu-v have been distrib- 
uted. Do not forget to write me about ever\ thing in (U tail and at 
•length, I am ready to support your zeal, wdiich 1 imiice is so 
satisfactory, hut not Ix iuL; ^nlticieutly iufonned and in ignorance, 
I stand perplexed. The pen must convey to me what j)ersonal 
speech can not, and let me hope that you will get along better w ith 
Clacs Jansc than with albart and rise, etc. Do your best to think of 

■■At point m line or mor« oppean to liavc been omitted In the LHttr Booik. 



Digitized by Google 



4o8 



NliVV VUKK STATE LIBRARY 



means to suppuri a initiister there ; I will do my share to that end 
also. Jacob planck writes about £300 a year, but nobody cares to 
go for that. 

N.B. Forget not to send nie yearly our account or settle with 
Jacob planck that lie send it ti> nic in order that wc may know 
definitely where we stand and what prulit we make yearly. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Mauriu Jansz van BroeckhtQrsen** 

May 10, 1638 

Mauritz Janscn van brockhuijsen 

10 May 1638 

ilonorahle, «iiscreet cou-<in Maurils Jausc}i: These few lines 
will serve to let von know that 1 dulv receive 1 vonr letters from 
England. a> aNo those from the colony, and forwarded the enclosed 
to your uncle wyuuaat I'ou b\!ttrr hut received no re|)ly from him. 
In the exjiectation of g(»od behavior 1 have procured your a<lvancc- 
ment, namely that y»)U are to have a farm on the conditions of ail 
the other farmers, to he established near I'acp SicL'cncs Island, as 
the coll! nils Jaccb planck or whoever shall occnj)y his place will 
show you more delinitely. And in order that you may not be in 
want of servants or animals, I have engageil adiiacn contclyscn z an 
bdi siii iii-flinorn, w ho is a prudent young man and knows all alH)Ut 
farming. t<» be your foreman for the si)ace of three years; after 
the said three years I have promised in case of good behavior to 
make him farmer for himself. Now, with the advice of my officer 
and commis you tnight take aKo one of the boys wdio go over 
herewith. As to the horses for the farm, I have assigned to you 
four gray mares w hich are going across in this ship, which I hope 
the Lord will preserve, in order that for the sake of our relation- 
ship yon may have four horses of nearly one col<^r ; and as for 
your house and other necessaries, you will have to address yourself 
to the aforesaid commis that he assist you according to circum- 
stances in getting un<ler cover with your people and horses, while 
provisionally yon will also try with the consent [of the farmers] 
to obtain a cow or two from some farm or otlier, so as to get started. 

I have no doubt, now- that I have made you farmer so long be- 
fore your appointed time, that you will deserve the favor by doing 

V. R. B. Mu, UtUr Bookt f.ioab. 
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right, l>y advi^iiii^ mc of cvcrythinj^ in wrilinj^: and also hy nsini; 
and treating |ir< >|)crly this \onng man .Idriacn coriwlyscn, who is 
to be yonr f<.»rcnian, for the reason thai his years far exeee I yonrs. 
Regarding the fnr trade an<I tlie <'ehvery of grain you nnist regu- 
late yourself according to the coniracls and common justice and 
not trespass as I ufidersland other> have done. Trn^ling that you 
will do this, 1 commend you to the gracious protection of God. 
Do not forget as a graceful requital to advise me of everything 
that happens in my colony. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Albert Andriesz' 

fl 

May ro, 1638 
Albari andriesen, tobacco planter 

This day, 10 May 1638 
aWari comeHsen^ This will serve to advise you that I duly re- 
ceived your letter in which you wrote that the tobacco looked fine, 
but I received no news on the arrival of marten gcertsen, although 
by that time it ought already to have been prepared, much less did 
I receive any sample thereof, for which I long very much, as well 
as for full advice of all the particulars as to how it has turned out. 

I have sent some servants and some boys before this and am send- 
ing some now, but I must have but one head in the colony to make 
the distribution of the people and the servants, so you must address 
yourself to him who at the time is my commis there, to whom I 
must send general directions about everything and not particular 
directions to each one. I hear that you have not only parted with 
pitier Coornelisscn, but have also had a dispute with planck and his 
son, the cause of which I should like to know ; for I must in every 
way uphold my officers whom you, I take it, must obey, as is cus- 
tomary in all places of justice, and if you meet with any harm you 
have yourself to blame for it. If you behave well, I will certainly 
stand by you and cause you to be provided with everything, but 
bad behavior I will not suffer. It also seems to me from what not 
a few but many have said that you are very unmerciful to your 
children and very cruel to your wife; this you must avoid and in 
all things have the fear of the Lord before your eyes and not follow 
so much your own inclinations. I understand also that not only 
have yon traded beaver furs with dirrick corissen contrary to your 

^V.R.B.Mss, Utter Book. £.103. 
■So ill Lfltfr Bo^. 
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contract but also (Icfraiidcd ami clieatcd liini and for seven pieces 
of (liifTel have i^iveii him but the value i>f 25 incrcliatitahle beavers. 
Lilher yon have cheated hini and nie or else he lia^^ cheated nic very 
badly. Let nie know what the truth of the matter is; meanwhile, 
do not pay anythino^ to dircck corsscn or to any one in his name, 
as he has been but our servant, but write me all the particulars 
that 1 may see whether you arc belied or whetlier what is said is 
true. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Arent van Curler^ 
May 10, i6jS 
Arent van Coorler, assistant 

This day, 10 May 

Honoralde. discreet cousin arent coorlcr: I hope that by 
this time, with Clod's help you have arrived in my colony and duly 
delivered iIkic the s^<)od> which you took with yi»u and that acconl- 
injTf to my wish you have already becii-un notinij^ everythinij down 
exactly anrl writini,'- me of it. that T may know how thinj^s stand 
there, especially as to the increase of the animals, horses, cows, 
etc.; also, that you kept a correct account of all the goods which 
I sent luTi'tofore and now sen 1 herewith, au<l where they may be 
Sold with profit. In all things, however. y<»u will have to submit 
yourself to your couuiiis with whom you serve so that he Nvill not 
have to compl.iiii of \ ou ; but asiflc from that you may write me of 
every detail and if you take j;ood care of your alTairs and WTitc 
and a«lvisc me at length I will, wdien the op|)ortunity oders itself 
and in propnrtion lo your (^apacity. also take care of your promotion 
and ad\ancemeiit, but one lias to be servant bef(trc one can be 
master. \\ rite me also definitely about the tobacco i)lanliii!.:;^. how 
it has succeeded there, and of the farms and of the saw and irrist- 
mtlls a^id what further there may be of interest, and do not let any 
opp<irtunitv for writiiiij me j^o by as we loni^ verv much for new» 
here. Your father is "-till well and your brother is at present 
staying at my house; both send many greetings, etc. 

> V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.iojb. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jacob Albertsz Planck^ 

May JO, 16 j8 

Jacob Albersen planck 

The loth of May 1638 
Yours sent by my small boat called Rcnsclacrs wyck as well as 
ilic other sent hy marten ncrretscn, 1 have duly received. All I 
ask for is to have but half as much v/riting from you as you 
have from me; this is certainly rcasotiahle. for if cverytliing does 
not come to your mind, all you have to do is to place my letters 
ami papers before you, examine everything and do as I do, advis- 
ing mc of each matter separately. I send you the names of the 
Ijcoplc whom I send over, each one by itself, an 1 you write but in 
general that there have arrived 24 persons besides the women. 
That is not enough ; it is important to me to know who has arrived 
and who has not, as I thought that I had many more people, and in 
order that in the future you may make more careful note of every- 
thing 1 have sent my cousin Arent van corlcr, by de Calmer Slutel, 
to be your assistant, as he can serve and assist you in noting down 
everything. I send enclosed a list of the goods sent by the said 
sliitelf as also copies of the letters. You must do this too. that is, 
send mc each tiwie a copy to serve if the original letter should not 
come. I h' pt" that the people whom I sent have arrived where 
you are and have heen distributed cither among the farmers or 
among the tobacco planters. I write to albart andriscn that he 
must have more respect for my officers and commisen or that he 
will rue it. Contrarj' to his promise, he has traded beavers with 
direck Coortsc and moreover accorrling to the statement of direck 
Coortsen has given but the value of 25 merchantable heavers for 
7 pieces of duflfcl. so that he must have cheated direck Coortse as 
well as our coiiniiis or dirrcck Coorfssm um-^t have cheated his 
employers. Therefore, notify albart and all others living in the 
colony not to engage in such detrimental fur trade, conformable 
to their respective agreements, and to make [no] general payments 
to direck Coortsc or his agent as he has treated us very badly; 
for T flo not care to suffer in my colony those who have their eye 
mainly on the fur trade. That some trifles should he overlooked 
is a different matter, but those who make purely a business of it, 
I do not care to have. He who is my officer and commis know<s 

•V.R.B, Mss, Utttf Book, 1.104. 
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how far my freedoms go, but it is nut tlie business of others. 
These people not only cbcat tlieir patroon and master but also 
defraud the West luflia Comi)any of tbc duties, and 1 am firmly 
resolved not knowinii^ly and intentionally to injure the West hidia 
Company in their rights in the least, as my i)riiicii)al object is 
directed toward I'arminj; and thinj^s connected therewith. Enclosed 
I send you in God's name the invoice of all the pfoods which I am 
now sendin.<; over for the account of tlie colony, as well as a record 
of the payments made here to the ])eop]e, with whicli tonretlier with 
the board durino^ the passa^;e you must not neq^lect to debit those 
who have to pay it. I senil lierew ilh iS mares, mostly two years 
old. all of which exce])t two are covered. Three of these belontr 
to Jacob Z'olfycrscn, .accordin^f to the memorandum wliich he has 
thereof. The other 15 arc for the colony, to be distributed as 
follows, namely: 

Four ^rtiy mares for marrifs Jariscu fan briH'kJiKvsrti , my cousin, 
who is to be made head farmer, and adriacn corndiscn van bar- 
sin ijcvik out, who Ljoes over herewith also, and is to be his foreman 
for the period of three years accordinj; to his contract. This farm 
will have its plowed land beyond pacp Sickeners Island, across the 
Rul o])poNitc Synion ■:^'(}!iihs: and L'(^rnclis inacsscu.^ 

From the seven remainiuL; horses. Tunes Jause, also calfed 
dnech'se van rechten.^ may chtiose four h<»rses to establish there- 
with a farm south of the farm of niuuris Jansen, where there is 
room enouQ:h. 

.^s to the three remainincf horses, if \i ith (lod's help they arrive, 
you will distribute them wdierc they arc needed and if possible 
establish a fourth farm therewith. 

The houses and stabU-s of these farms you will push forward 
as mucli a^ i>o^^-.il,lc. I hope, now lliat CJiies Jaiisen I'an narrdcn 
must have arrive 1 there, that better arrani^ements will l>e made 
f<'r the buildini,' of hoi'sos so that the farmers may be better ac- 
commodated. And as tbe^^e new farms have no cows, you wdll see 
that the others cj^ive each of them some of the younpf calves to 
make shift for a while/ or you will find out whether there are any 

*" |f» Athcr plarctt rcfrrrrd to Attriurn CorHflhs lan Bartincfrhom and in the 

nrrotint tionks atnonp fhc Rrussdnrr<!7cv<-h Afss also .i"; .l./r/.j.-n Cornclis: Prrghonm. 
IlarsinKtrhorn is a villaRc in the proxincc of North UoU.ind. about \J miles northeast 
of Alkmaar. 

^ drrsr h-<u:cr' !■,■ vtl s\ ,i )■■-:, u!^iiii ' , . m I'l^vten potp Sickenees eyUmt omtr d* Rnl 
tfUcn oucr Symon wnlu'liss cii Cornclis macsscn. 

* Should be ivn vechten. 

* om hiier fry provisie wot te Connen bekelpen. 
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to be bought at the manhatans or to be traded for the remaining 
horses, always remembering that in my opinion one of these mares 
is worth considerably more than two cows. 

You must not fail to send me all accounts in perfect order in- 
cluding your own account You have not done this very carefully 
as I understand tliat you have a goodly quantity of beavers and 
have sent but aoo of them by my ship. As you wrote me long ago 
tliat you had then already 150 skins and the goods of my small 
vessel have been added since^ I had expected at least 500, on which 
I insured 500 skins and now but 200 appear, of which I was to 
give one half to your wife without having the account thereof. I 
have therefore given her provisionally f7oo as I had to pay -faoo 
duty to the Company because you did not send any paper showing 
that it had been paid. She dso had to bear one half of tlie in- - 
surance, as you had not written me that you had a share therein ; 
therefore, you must henceforth send me better and fuller advice, 
which you can do better now that you have as assistant arent van 
Corler, who is pretty good with the pen. In selling the merchan- 
dise, you must not only take into account the first purchase price, 
but all sorts of expenses of ship, boat and lighter freight, also the 
boxes and hauling, etc., for which you must raise the price at least 
one stiver, for example, what cost 20 stivers you must count as 
having cost 21 stivers. Herewith goes again a goodly quantity 
of iron and smith's coal^ so that the smith will be well provided. 
I should have liked to have had a helper for the smith and wheel- 
Wright but on account of the mortality here I have not been able 
to secure any. It is possible that the Company will throw open 
the beaver trade to some extent; if they should do that, I do not 
intend nor shall I allow any but those of the Company, to whom 
I can not forbid it, to trade furs in my colony; to i)rivate indi- 
viduals I do not wish to permit it With my own people some 
discretion will have to be used, provided that they deliver the skins 
to you at a reasonable price for my account, so that they may have 
some profit and I also and the Company receive its duty. They 
must do likewise With the grain and other products. 

Piter Cornelisen writes me that he will put up a grist-mill and 
a brewery; that is all right as far as the building is concerned, 
but respecting milling and beer brewing I intend to make some 
further regulation at the first opportunity, as one man must not 
have too much. This much I would allow to p*". Corneles, now his 
son in law Symon Jansen hcnypot comes over too, that with your 



Digitized by Google 



414 



NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 



a«ivicc as the keeper of my place and rights, since 1 can nut be 
present in pcrs»jn, he may buihl a small yacht to send his planks 
and boards where they may be buld to best advantage ami aNo li 
tra<Ie down the river or elsewhere the grain ajid wheat that is to 
.^pare in the colony; all this if lliere is any profit for mc connecte<I 
with it, utherwise it serves but to do damage. To this end 1 send 
over pitch and tar, also materials and tools to make sails, but you 
must take care of my rights that 1 may be defrauded by no one. 
W hen iifi'iii van corlir has n«-»t too much to <lo, let him occupy 
himself in sln'uiiiig game and catching lish so as to reduce some- 
wliat the expense of his board; have him also look after things 
here and there and send him all over the colony to arrange things, 
to note down the grain and animals and esi)ccially lo look after 
the planting of vines. Jcronimus la Croix believes that above 
brocilcr t uniclis on the west side of the iiuiquiirs Kil there are 
suitable lulls, which slope to the south and are treeless, that would 
be desirable for the raising of apples, pears, cherries and similar 
fruits. Tiiis should be looked alter but especially the planting of 
tobacco, whether that will succeed. 1 am not well satisHc 1 tliat 
albccrt has not sent me a sami)le of his tobacco by marten Ucrritscn 
nor reporteil how many pounds he expected to have. The said 
albert has a servant, Johan Icbattij, who is a carpenter. You can, 
by i)aying him, employ him aNo on the building of the houses, so 
that the farms, from which in time the greatest profit is to be ex- 
pected, may be gotten ready. In your last letter, you w rite nothing 
of your plan, mentioned in an earlier letter, of putting up a building 
for a church, the loft of which con 11 if nee !e I be used for the 
storing of grain. Whether this has been contracted for or not, I 
urge you to pr(»mote godliness in every way and to give me some 
further idea of the means of supporting a minister. 

Vou write me that these may amount to f30o a year; something 
must be added to that, for no one will care to go there for as much 
again as that amouiU. However, let me see the list of those who 
would i)ay the aforesaid 1300, and now that more [leoplc arc 
coming the amount will increase. Lay this matter before the 
schei)ens some day and have them discuss the means and write 
to me alKjut it. Do not forget to send me at the earliest op])or- 
tunity all the accounts, especially that of the Company and wliat 
they owe mc, as I have furnished them thijigs for years and never 
received anything. .Send me also the account of the returns of my 
merchandise, sent at various times by my small boat as well as b ; 
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arcnt van corUr, and al>o in due cuursc, tnal 01 iIk' goo .s which 
go herewilli. May tlic Lurd graciously watch ovtr tiieni and allow 
guudb, people and aninialb to arrive at your place wiihoiit accident. 
J. ^hould also like to have the instrument of purchase of ^acp 
Sickicls Island. Henceforth it will not be necessary for the grant- 
ors to appear before the director and council of New Netherland, 
but it will be surticient that they appear before the officer aiul 
council of the colony of Rensselaerswyck to make the transfer, 
making the same vleclaralion as is put in the foriuer deeds. I 'lease 
to greet bast men Janse Croll, conunis at Fort Urange, heartily 
from me. 1 request you to live with him and the Company in all 
friendship and as good neighbors and that you assist each other 
on all occasions with words anil deeds and with life and limb 
again.st all those who would injure the servants or subjects of my 
colony, as the Company on its side has promised to do by the 25th 
article of the Freedoms of New Netherland. 

1 have noticed that the farmers and others witliout my knowd- 
edge and consent iiave traded w ith dcrrcck coortscn and the crew 
of my boat; they must avoid this or 1 shall punish it with con- 
fiscation. If they have any skins, let ihem deliver them to you 
for my account, so that 1 may have something too for my heavy 
expenses, as 1 have now for seven or eight years received little 
or nothing but always paid out large sums. Take care that the 
servants and others who receive wages are i)aid there, so that 
1 am not bothered about that here. Let the farmers pay the w'ages 
of their servants in full and debit me for one half of the amount 
which I will pay them and let ihem not charge me with the full 
wages of the servants so that I niu^t recover one half from the 
• masiers. In this way I am rid of that for a while and they muse 
find means to satisfy their servants. The councilMrs whom you 
have chosen are approved by me, but in or*!er that the charges 
do not become too great at least two schepens must retire each 
year and the vacancies be filled by others from among the ablest, 
as is done here in this coimtry. You must see to it that the 
aforesaid schepens hold session at least once a month or if need 
be every week to consider all things touching the administration 
of the colony and to settle all questions and disputes. ICach time 
the scliej)ens meet, a i)rayer must be offerc 1 uj) by the most suitable 
person in (jrder that the blessing of the Lord may rest upon yon 
and grant you wisdom and understanding; the fear of the Lord 
and justice I commend to you most highly and before all things. 
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The account of Sctgcn Janscn must not be put off any longer 
and do not forget to send us a sample of a few muddes of the best 
wheat and rye, which should have been done already. 

With regard to the indemnity of the . . discretion should be 
used, without being too severe you should by constant admonition 
cause them to entertain a lively sense of their duty and what they 
owe the colony on account of the damage which they have done. I 
see that Ccrrct dc rcux wants to come over .some time to make new 
terms, lie may tlien at the same time seek himself a wile. The 
terms must be such that 1 shall get some return from my land and 
finally enjoy the fruits of the great expenses which I have had. 
With (iod's helji it will no doubt improve each year if I do not 
spare money and pains. Do not neglect to read over this letter 
and my previous letters once in a while to refresh your memory. 

If Coniiiis iiu'lyn. supercargo (>f the ship lirt wapcn van nor- 
who must have ficxi.) for tlie passage of our people and 
the freight of goods and 15 horses, should load some grain at the 
HianJiataiis, at liie current price there, you will replace tlie saiiic 
and send receipt therefor. 

If you should happen to bo at the manluitniis and have any 
skins for the colony, you might send by tiiis ship some icxj or 
200 beavers, j)roviilcd yon enter them witli the director and take 
a receipt for tln in, a> well as a bill of I'uHng from the supercargo. 

And as ^^irl\i, i'oortscn has ihn^ far given me no detailed ac- 
count of the board of my peo])K' who went over in my shii), do not 
forget to send me the account thereof at once and to let me know 
what the amount is. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jacob Albertsz Planck^ 

May 12, 1638 

Jacob Albcrtscn planck, officer and cntmnts in the colony of Rcns- 
selaerswyck 

12 May 1638 

Yesterday afternoon all the papers and docttments were sent to 
you an ! now it is di.scovered that dirck corss., who has deceived 
the inhabitants of my colony in every way and incited and induced 
them to private tradinjj, has declared today that the fotlowinij: 
persons are guilty and have traded with him, to wit : 

•Word omitted in Letter Book. S<e p. 243. 267, 270. 
•V.R.B. Mu, Letter Book, f.io6b. 
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Pieter Corneliss van munnikendam, he alleges owes him 155 
fiss:i<:8 guilders, 16 stivers and 8 pence, but be does not say for 
what. You will therefore ask the said pieier Corneliss what this 
debt is for, whether for goods which he has received from hiip 
or for passage money and board of his men. Let him be frank 
about it, I shall not take it ill of him this time, even if it is different 
from what I think, provided he pay you the said amoimt to send 
to me for the account of the person whom it may concern. Sijmon 
janss. henypot has asked me whether he should pay the said sum 
to dirck corsz, but I have forbidden him to do so as I did not 
know what this debt arose from, whether from goods delivered 
or from passage money of his men. Said henypot now goes over 
again ; he has told me about some small casks of brandy but, from 
what I hear, it seems that he takes with him several pieces of 
duffel among his beet sacks or other baggage. He should not do 
this without telling me about it Speak to him about it in a dis- 
creet way, for I do not propose to have people cheat me in this 
underhand fashion and would rather that such traders stayed 
away from there, as these people not only deprive me of my 
returns from my colony but in addition defraud the West India 
Company of its duties, which must be paid first and before every- 
thing else. After that, I must . . . .^^ such expenses not 
profit some one else and I have the dishonor. 
fi79:«7:o JoH jortss VOH Ilpcudam, uiider date of August 5, 1637, 
at tlie manhatans. This man is in the service of the Company, 
If he pays you, I have nothing to say about him. 
£359:0:0 Jacobus vail corlacr, under date of August 7, 1637. As 
he is a relative of mine, I shall not accuse him if he pays you. 
f4>o:o:o Hcrmanus Minardi ahogardy,'^^ July 22, 1637, at Fort 
Orange. 

43 H beaveri Lubbcrt Gysbcvtsz, a nutc of hand for 43' beavers. 

dated May 26. 1637, on which 15 beavers have been 
28 ^ beavers paid. If tliis is our wheelwright, you will tell him 
to pay you and to be careful not to do it again. The beavers you 
will seufl to me, like those which follow, but you will etiter them 
with the director of the Company so that the duty may be paid 
here. 

■*At diit point • line i« apiMrcntiy omitted in tlic LttUr Book. 

" SurK<"on Ilarmcn Meyndcrtsz van den BoRacrt, cimmis at Fort Orange, wbo signs 
his name in the N.Y.ColMss, Harmammus:A MoogharJij. 

27 
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Brocr Cornclis, per balance of account of 20 May 
a9 beavers which 5>'i bcavers have been paid. 

60 yards Albert adrxcsett, 60 yards of seawan. Let him also 

pay this to yoti an 1 beware of doing anything ukc 
it again without my knowledge and consent, 
faai s ll'iHein adriaetts^. zan els sencnr, cooper, account against 
the lords directors of Groningen sii(nc 1 by Tyaert brougers,^^'^ 
supercargo. \\ hciher this sum is paid I do not know. You must 
find out how this is. Tlicre was a power of attorney with it. At 
all events I have received nothing of it. Let this zvillcm adriacnsr. 
pay you and in case it should be paid to him here, he will be 
fi55>:io it notified. Cort pieterss, from the lords directors of 
Groningen with a power of attorney. Hereof I have received 
notliing. 

These aforesaid matters you will quietly investigate one after 
the other and advise nie what answer and satisfaction each person 
gives you. If they refer to their note of hand, you will in my 
name reply that I shall indemnify them for all future calls upon 
them, and in case of refusal you will tell those who are in my 
colony that I shall know how and where to recover the money, 
but if they appear willing, I shall smooth things over so that this 
time they need expect no trouble. In the future they must carry 
on such dealings as they have had with dick Corsz or may have 
with others, with my knowledge or at least with yours or that of 
the person who at the time shall be commis of my colony, in order 
that I may have my share and the Company its trade. I could 
not help sending this to you ; and in order that you may be com- 
pensated for your trouble, make every one pay you a small fine 
of one stiver in the guilder or one skin in twenty; wherewith I 
commend you to God. Vale. 

•^Herewith I send also cii^ht small books 
called dc Practijckc dcr Godtsalichcyt,^^ very 
N*. i?^ 16 useful for the families. Cost 18 st a piece, 

amounting to f7:4. 



This should be Tyaert brongcrs. See p. 289. 
Note in the hamlw ritintr cf Kiliaeii van Rensselacf. 
" ibe i'ractice of Godliness. 
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KUiacn van Rensselaer to Comelis Melyn^* 

May 12, i6j8 

Cornelis ntclyu, supercargo of the ship het wapen van noom t c^t ii 

Honor be to God ; in Amsterdam 12 May 1638 
Monsieur Melijn: Enclosed is a letler to be delivered to Jacob 
plane, as I had forgotten to write him something. Advise me at 

your convenience of the receipt of this letter as it is of great im- 
portance. Further, do your best to sail in the name of the Lord as 

soon as possible, to deliver our pc«tple, gooils and horses as safely 
as possible and to treat tliem well. Keeping the fear of the Lord 
before your eyes, lie will undoubtedly through His divine grace 
grant you a happy and speedy voyage, wherewith, commending 
you to I lis faitlu'ul protection, I remain, with hearty greetings — 
dc zcildc sailed on tiiis h<^al and altliou^li 1 liave not seen him — 

Herewith also a [)ackage of eii^ht very useful books, No. X, 
also to be liandc'l to Jacob plaiick wiili ibc afuresaid letter. Enter 
them also at the cii 1 of your V)ill of la ling so as not to forget 
them and keep tiiem in your chest or somewhere else where they 
do not get wet. It would not be bad either to read them oti tlie 
ship; you might take them all out and then wrap them up again 
when you get on land. 

Petition of the officers and crew of hot Wapen van Noorwegen 

to lighten the ship'^ 

U638] 

Request to Cornelis Melijn and Jackop wolfersen 

We, the underwritten, officers and saitors who have hired our- 
selves out to sail with the ship named het wapen van noorwegen on 
the voyage to Virginia or New Netheiland and teera noua and 
who have come here to proceed on our voyage with the first favor- 
able wind which God may grant, find on the ship so much obstruc- 
tion that we deem it not advisable to go to sea in a vessel which is 

M V. R. B. Mss, Untr Book, f.iojb. 

" The Dtttch of this incomplete sentence wlilch seenis to have no connection with tb<* 
letter reads as follows: de zvil'le is tos geracckt p des,' cage ende hoe wel ick hem mV/ 
gttitn hebben. The meaning is uncertain; d* wilde may be a personal name, but may 
also be translated "the savage eag* probably stands for kaag, a one^masted boat for 
inland navigation. 

«• V. R. B. Mss, 14. 
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SO encumbered with boxes, trunks and forage for the horses, tha* 

it is impossible to use or move a single piece, yes, wo <lo not know 
where tu turn to go to belay a sheet or bowline; on the other hand 
it is impossible for the ship to sail or float on acconnt of ihe en- 
cumbrance and heavy weight, as wc found out between Amsterdam 
and the Texel. We are therefore resolved rather to leave the 
vessel than to go to sea with such a ship, for no matter who or 
what persons come aboard they arc astonished to find so encum- 
bered a ship, and, us moreover the pilot and tlie bargeniaster express 
the same opinion, we now kindly request that you will do your best 
and relieve us from such heavy burden and lighten the vessel so 
that we may cross the ocean in tlie usual way; and in order to 
accomplish such lightening at least six horses nnist be taken out 
and our boxes, chests, casks and other goo. Is put in their place ; 
and if you do not please to lighten the vessel, we will not consent 
to go to sea in the ship under any consideration, but first it nuist 
be lightened ; and if you take six horses out, we will not do as our 
carpenter and another man have done but, with God's help, will 
faithfully accomplish the voyaf^e. 

[signedj skipper IFycllcm ras 

mate rauwi ls iiialtyscns 
second male Jan clacsscn 
Cornells bisschop, boatswain's mate 
^'rcycr liauicriikscn, constable 
^"^JiiivJan Janscn 
^'f rails iiuirst'i:, cuok 
^"^ f rails siniDirnscn 
Rcijer Janscn, pilot 
Sccrck Janes, bargeniaster 



Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Joost van Sandwech '® 

May or June 16^8 

Joost van Sandtzvcgh, at Leyden 

Mons^ Handt wegli: I have received your letter with the power 
of attorney.'®^ It will be necessary for one or both of you*®** to 

Names in same liaiids% riling as tiic ducunicnt. 

V. R. B. M$s, LetUr Book, f.iofb. The carelessness with which this letter has been 

ciit< i' r! in ttic / . f.'. r lii't'k makes it impossible to arrive nt a sati^factory concUision 
a6 to tlic ini-aiiinK of certain passages or to vouch for the accuracy of the translation. 
***• See letter to van Sandwech, June 27. 1637, p. 34S. 

\"an Sandw c< li and Tortarolia? Sec tetters to Gerrard de Foreat, Nov. <8» and 
Dec. 18, 1636, p. 344- 
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come here to make a preliminary settlement as I do not like to 
keep any one waiting. I should be pleased if you could come on 
Friday, as I intend to go away from home next week; otherwise 
it would have to be after Pinkster. I have shown the power of 
attorney to my confraters; [they] thitik it all right and will not 
keep [us] waiting if it is possible. 

Today dirck Corss demanded [pa^ inetit] and presented the note 
of hand if we would pay him at once [his wages?] and the 
amount of the barrels, etc., to which I have replied briefly, but 
I expect that [the order?] has been drawn. 

We must think of some means whereby we can settle our ac- 
counts. Please [obtain consent?] to having people deal with us. 
We will [advise?] them [your associates?] of everything that I 
offered to dirck corss in the name of the shipowners. He there* 
upon decided to think the matter over but instead of that . . 
the aforesaid protest which speaks of the directors, most of whom 
are out of the Netlierlands. It is now too late to settle this matter, 
especially as we have not yet the note of liand. However, I wrote 
today at length about it to those who are out of the country and 
made a provisional arrangement which I shall communicate to you. 
Commending you to God. 

Willem Kieft to Kiliaen van Rensselaer^' 
August 14, i6^S 

Sir: 

While sailing to the Ray to dispatch the ship den Haringh, 
we eiicoinitcreil your sliip '/ wapcn inu nooncrticn an<l rcvcivcj 
your honor's letter of the 7th of May, tn which I reply but hriclly 
owinp^ to the circumstances of the moment. The bearer lureof is 
Mr Cornclis viclyii who pfoes to term ncuf or Canada to trade for 
fish or peltries; the Lord L;raiit him a ]mi 'til;d)le and safe journey. 

Your honor's c^oods have l)een unloaded, e.\cci)t some thinj^^s 
which they kept in the Any or which were not sent with it. in 
regard to whicii Jacob ivolpcrtscn, who has the invoice, writes to 
your honr»r. 

1 have had a shallop loa<led and it has gone up the river with the 
pco|»le: the horses are still here in charge of a mat? and a boy; all 
tlie bricks, coal and iron are also here yet but will be sent by the 

** .\t this \>omx a few words Mem to hive been omitted in tlie Lftttr Book, 

R.B.Mss. 15. 
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next shalloj). 1 am Irdiiljkd about Ikuv to ,L;c't the liorses np the 
river, as we have no vessel in which they can be sent, the bark going 
to tile \\'e>t Indies. 

I he \ aclit s' iiirrti'ii lias t^one to the MUilh and doe^ nr>t 
cunie here til! autumn. There are no other ves^ck by which horses 
can be sent. It i> not p<»s>ible to transport them in the scow, so 
that 1 shall send them uj) in an open liL,diter. which however 
will hardly hold two and nbliivc ns to make many trips, winch at 
the mnmc-nt is very inconvenient, the more so as we have but few 
peojjle and I desire to discharge some in order to lessen the Com- 
pany's burden. Your honor will therefore in the future need a 
vessel or two. e-i>( rially if the grain is sent to the English, for we 
shall as a rule be able to help ourselves. (270 a last is too much. 
It will not bring nearly as much amon^ the I'.n^lish, who have 
also but little cash to pay for the goods on which a duty of two or 
three per cent must be pai I. but this will show itself when the trial 
is made. As the population increases here, the price will likely 
for some time remain the same. 

Some time ago I sent a shallop up the river expressly with the 
goods that came with ininuyf; now another has gone expressly for 
you ; and the lighter will have to do likewise, as we have no busi- 
ness whatever up above. I shall make a note of the trips and of 
the circumstances (your officers in the colony ought to do the same) 
so that later on I can show the directors what I have done with 
their things and servants. 

I thank your honor heartily for your honor's offer of the horses 
and goods; I do not think that we shall keep any of them, unless 
it were three or four bars of iron. I shall exert myself to the ut 
most to assist your people in every way I can with a clear con- 
science, your honor need have no doubt respecting this ; I only 
wish that your colony might flourish and others become also de- 
sirous of engaging in similar undertakings. If the C"om])any will 
only not get discourageil on accnmu of the continual heavy ex- 
pense;, abandon ever\ thin-; an 1 back up the Rnglish : for certainly 
you would be cauLrht '\n a traj) and the whole colony not be worth a 
stiver if thi" baiuh-h nccupy thi^ rivir, as some say. I am very 
anxious know what the director^ will resolve to do. If the\ con- 
tinue to do a> they have done thus far. I shoul 1 prefer to be away 
from here and it would be better for the 11 to order us home. 

1 have given LonicHs mclyn, chargctl to your account, fill 13 
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on his bill of freight I shall subtract this when the account for 
the grain received shall be liquidated. 

As to your hono/s statement that the payment for the grain 
was to be made in bcai'ers, I shall take good care not to do so 
even if Mr van twiller had so decided. I can in ho wise come to 
this resolution, as in this manner the wheat, which is black and 
small anyway and produces but little, would cost us nearly f$oo a 
last and the Company zvhich is heaxnly burdened be almost robbed 
of her beavers, of which she has feiv enoughc?^ I also find on the 
books here that your honor has since the beginning been indebted 
to the Company for so much money, goods and also horses and 
cattle that I shall do nothing in this matter without express orders 
from the directors. As I said above, we shall need little or no 
grain. 

Our minister has gone up the river with the shallop to perform 
his duties there. 

Wherewith concluding, I commend your honor, after friendly 
salutations, to the protection of the Most High; may He grant 
your honor whatever tends to eternal and temporal well bein^. 
Amen. 

Honorable, wise, prudent and very discreet sir 

Your honor's always willing servant 

[signed] Willcm kieft 

In Fort Am.sterdam on the Manhattens 
this day 14 August 1638. 
[Addressed] Honorable, wise, pnident and very discreet sir 
Mr. killiaen Van Renselaer 
at 

Amsterdam 
[Endorsed] Man hatas 
14 [seal] August 
1638 Willem Kieft 
These three letters answered 
the X2th of May i6y) at Amsterdam. 

**• A copy of thiH bill of freight is in iV, Y. Col. Mss, 1:34-35- It mentions the 
foITowins passeniters for the patroan: mUhiet Jmsen, hia wife and i men: tanis dtrcku, 
his wife. I child and * men; /an Miehieiss and his small son; ariatn cometiss van 
bartingerhoorn. 

"Underlined in oriiinal. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jonkheer Geirit van Amhem^ 

September 14, 1638 

J*". Gerrit van Arnhem, at the Hague 

Amsterdam, this 14th of September 1638 

I take the liberty to address myself to your honor in this matter, 
as no one is better acquainted with it and the more so as your 
honor has been appointed by their High Mightinesses the States 
General as one of the committee^ [to consider] the difference be- 
tween the West India Company on the one side and the patroons 
of New Netherland on the other side, which matter so far as I am 
concerned is still pending; if one were to judge from results, a 
great difference would be found between the condition of my 
colony, which I have thus far managed and erected at the expense 
of myself and my confraters without charge and with profit to the 
Company, and the condition of other colonies which the Company 
has bought at considerable cost and, though at great yearly expense, 
has brought to a state of ruin and decline, yes, in the South River, 
reduced to almost nothing. 

My intention in this matter is not to dispute with the Company, 
as there is no occasion for it at present, but in all humility to re- 
quest your honor to maintain my dear and precious rights (not 
considered in haste or by a few persons only, but at different times 
in all the respective Chambers after communication with the chief 
participants of each ; adopted in various sessions of the XIX, with 
the knowledge of the deputies of their High Mightinesses and also 
ap[)roved by letters written to the patroons by their High Mighti- 
nesses themselves) of whicli I send you enclosed a printed copy. 
It is true that in the new project by the Chamber of Amsterdam 
it is slated " liiat lienceforth im one &c" ; but this is drawn in so 
brief a form that no mention is made of all the previous freedoms 
which have lasted nine years, about which so many reports have 
been made in the Assembly of the XIX and since which so many 
things have happened, notice having been given by many different 
people regarding colonies otlier than my own, lands and animals 
bought for them by private individuals, and people an 1 farm iuiple- 
ments sent there, all of which, in my opinion and subject to correc- 

« r. R. p. ^^ss. Lcn. r n^.A-. f ms 

" See resolutions of the States General. Aug. 30 and Sept 2, 1638, Doc. rel. to Col. 
Hist, N. Y. l!ii4-i5; also ittlciMiiti bjr K.4c Roevcr, p. So of tiil« work. 
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tion, neither can nor ougln to l)c passe I by in silence without 
prejudice to those interested. 1 request therefore iiunibly and 
kindly that inasnnicli as the Chainl)L'r of Anisterdani has taken such 
pain>takiii<^ care even of tlic di>putal)lo freedoms otTered to the 
freetraders to and in l'>razil, that niy fncdoms and thobc of ail 
others interested in this matter may n(«t be allowed to suffer through 
sucli silence, but that their High Mightinesses according to the 
fifth article of the enclused b'reedoms may please to take care that 
the first occupants be nut i)rejuiliced in the rights they have ob- 
tained antl that these may be exprosly stipulated in the new free- 
doms wliich are now about to be granted. It seems also very 
strange to me that under the present alteration no patroons or 
colonies are admitted and that the fur trade is thrown open to 
those not interested in New Xethcrland e([ually with those who have 
great interests at stake there, to those wdio do not live there with 
those who do live there, and to those w ho are not j)articipatits with 
those who are participants — for up to the present violent and 
sharp debates have occurrdl a])out the said trade, directed even 
against those who control more land there than the Company 
itself. As I understand it, their High Mightinesses are not over 
much pleased with the draft of the Chamber of Amsterdam but, 
as I am out of the board of directors, I have to look out only for 
the interests of myself and my associates, which is no other than the 
aforementioned clause that the first occupants are not to be pre- 
judiced in the rights which they have ol)tained. This being in- 
cluded in the Freedoms, 1 commend the matter at issue to their 
High Mightinesses and to all those who have any voice in it, though 
I am surprised that time can bring about such changes that of 31 
well considered articles not one can stay as it is an<l that the very 
foundations are turned ui)sidc down. It is true, 1 know, that your 
honor's advice in this matter is also sought by the Amsterdam 
Chamber, but as my re([nest does not interfere with theirs and as 
I seek only to keep what 1 have. 1 can not do less for my>elf and 
my associates than to watch that <nii- rights be preserved, in wdiich 
I urgentl)' pra\' \ our honor to lend me the helping hand. If there 
is anything in which according to my small powers 1 can be of 
service to your honor or do you a kimlness, you have on all oc- 
casions but to command me. Excusing myself that I take the 
liberty — 
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Ordinance of Director and Council of New Netherland, pro- 
hibiting the sale of firearms to Indians and requiring vessels 
sailing to or from Fort Orange» the South River or Port 
Hope, to obtain a permit^ 

March ji, j6j^ 

Copy 

Whereas the (Hrectnr s^eiural aji<l council of New Xethorlatid 
have ol)serve(l that many persitns. i)«>ih scrvanl> of the (.'unipaiiy 
and inhahitaiit^. contrary to the ori'.ei s an l commands of the I lii;h 
and Miglit\- LorcK the Stale>« < leneral and tlie Chartered W est In(Ha 
Company, have pre^ume«I to to the hwhans in these parts, 
muskets, powder and lead, which ha> already caused much evil 
and will hereafter result in hut greater evil if no means be 
adopted by us here to prevent the same; therefore every inhabi- 
tant of Xew Netherland, be his >tate, (juality or con lition what it 
may, is most exi)re>.sly forliidden to sell any mnskel>, j)owder or 
lead to the Indians, on j)ain of beim^ punished by death, and if any 
one shall mforni ai^^ain^t any j)erson who shall violate this law. he 
shall receive a reward of 50 L;uil lers. iMU thermore, all ])ersons 
are hereljy notified that no one shall undertake to sail with any 
slooj) or other vessel to b'ort ( )ran|Lj^e. the South River or Fort Hope, 
without a i)ernnt frr)ni the honorable director and, on comint^ thence, 
bringing with him a i)a>^s from the coiiiDiis of the Comi)any residing 
at the resi)ecti\e place aforesaid; and in case it l)e foun<l that any 
one has been at the i)lace above named without the aforesaid penult, 
such vessel and the goods laden therein shall be confiscated to the 
benefit of the C<»mpany and. in a<ldition, such tine imi)osed as ac- 
cording to the merits of the case shall be deeme 1 |)ro|)er. And all 
our dear ami faithful co)iiiniscn who have authority at the |)laces 
where the^e presents are sent are ordere 1 and commandol to afHx 
the same at the u>ual place, so that their content-^ may be kn<nvn to 
every one and each be on his guard against damage. 1 bus done 
and published in I'ort Amsterdam, this 31st of March 
derneath wa-> written: Agrees with the Resolution Pxiok of the 
honorable the former director general and council of Xew Nether- 
land, Cor: I'an ticnhoucn, secretary. 

** V. K. B. Mss 16. Also in Dutch in AT. Y. Col. Uss., 4:36-37. Translation revised 

from thr>s« in .-}iM<*riV.i)i Historical MttgaMtiu, 1836, 1:36-37. and Laws and Ordmamcet 

of New Netherland, p. 18-19. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart-^ 

April 8, i6s9 
Tousain Afussaert, at Leyden 

1639, 8 April 

This in haste on account of lack of time will serve tn inform you 
that I have received yours conccrnitifj Jcrouimus La Crois. By 
my order, he has sent for 50 blankets, <lyo<l white and green, but 
not fixed, at f3:i5 a piece, which you will please order and >end 
up in haste. The amount to be furnished for the colony has been 
fixed at f4000 for goods, fiooo for my advances and ficon for 
payment to brant peelen according to his enclosed letter (which 
you will please return to me). During the eight years that ho 
has t)een in that country, his accounts have never been settled and 
he has received but little money. The subscription for each i/io 
share will therefore ])e fixed at Cyoo j^iilders, which you will please 
communicate to Mr dclaat and through him to Mr blommaert, who 
is at the Hague, in order that I niay receive the said money at the 
first opportunity, as I have already advanced money again. I hope 
that we shall not have to make any further subscriptions affcr this 
and that the colony will be able to take :ir. of itself. As to tlie 
f2500 which, it is conjectured, are still (hie to i^crrit dc reus, we 
must pay tliat upon advice as to his being living or dead. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to WiUem Kieft^*^ 

May I J, i6j^ 

IVWcm Kieft, director in New Xetherland 

The 1 2th of May 1639, in Amsterdam 
I find myself with your very agreeable letters of the 25th of 
Aprils the 31st of July, and the 14th of August of last year, to 
which a brief answer follows. In the first place, I thank your 
honor most earnestly for \our pr()n]i)tness in dispatching ni) goods 
and men to the colony, especiall) for the ingenious way of sending 
up niy horses in the lighter, as upon the report of my nephew van 
TwiUer I was much worried how it could be done, it having never 
occurred to me that in all these years no better accommodation 
should have been provided. In the future I must regulate myself 

^ V. K. li. Mss, Letter Book, f.ioSb. 
» V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.109. 
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accordingly; and I now hope that, though the lighter must have 
proved expensive, my horses which have cost me so much arrived 
in the colony before winter. How the present horses, which are 
bound for the Manhatans only, will fare on their way remains to 
be seen and in the future, in sending any from here, I must regulate 
myself according to that also. However, I do not intend to send 
any more horses for the present, but should like to avail myself 
of any opportunity of obtaining some cows for my colony, as last 
season I lost 1 1 cows in one year, li there is any chance of buying 
a supply of young cows and if the price is not excessive, I shall be 
much pleased, even if tliey are only heifers. It might easily be that 
some of those that are sent over now could be obtained towards 
winter on account of lack of hay, which can be had at a reasonable 
price less well at the fitanhatans than in the colony; however, as 
I have at present no one at the Manhatans, I should not dare com- 
mission your honor herewith, especially as I understand from your 
honor's letter that five farms are unoccupied and the cattle must 
be needed there. I judge, however, that the land at the manhatans 
must be bad, as the people with their cattle are going to other places 
where they expect to find better land, and that they can do without 
these. I may wait till next year, when I hope that there will be 
an opportunity on the return of my nephew van Twillcr, who is so 
taken with the country that it will be hard for him to stay away. 
Kindly do me the favor, however, to buy for me at the current price 
six or eight heifers to be sent up the river. I shall be very much 
obliged for this and other kindnesses which I have received from 
your honor and I hope that in time there will be opportunity to 
rci)ay them. 

There are many people in this country, among them some of 
large means, who would like to invest their capital in New Nether- 
land if the Company would admit other colonies, in refusing which 
it makes a great mistake in my opinion, for instead of many poor 
beggars whom it now gets,^ it would find pcuplc of means who 
with their money could send all sorts of men and the patroons who 
stayed here would secure the Coni{)any against loss and offense in 
that country. Your honor will sufficiently understand what dif- 
ference there is between commanding a loose mass of people and 
ruling, through representatives from different orders of society, 
according to the custom in this country, a republic composed of 
different members each of which in the first instance prevents as far 

"in pUuts* van veelt katiutn 4U tj nn btcomtn. 
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as possiljlc all acts of insolence in its own sphere, so that only great 
and important matters resulting from the lesser ones are referred 
to the general chief, which general chief should be assisted by dele- 
gates from the respective iiicml>ers. However, as it seems that 
the Company is not inclined that way, it will not be possible to 
bring tliis about gradually and carefully but only to introduce it 
when the charges become too heavy, in order to get relief, though 
it will not be possible to do it then as cotiveniently as if matters had 
been guided in that direction from the beginning. Your honor will 
please excuse me if I expatiate too much on this subject; it has 
been my object from the beginning and I am not jealous to keep 
my freedoms for myself alone, but am quite willing that others 
should have the same privileges, and dare freely express my o[)inion 
that, if the Company admits no more colonies, the bounds of New 
Netherland will not be extended but contracted and encroached 
upon, as is done even now by foreigners, English as well as Swedes. 

Returning now again to my private affairs, I enclose the invoice 
of the goods which I send by the ship den llar'mck, in order that 
your honor may see tliat 1 seek to deal with the Company in all 
sincerity. Your honor can open the boxes as you please and ex- 
amine them to make sure that there is nothing else in them ; but if 
there is anything that your honor needs for the Company or for 
yourself, I wish that I could satisfy you rather than my people 
who are inexperienced,^ or that your honor would give me fur- 
ther information . . what I entrust in secret to my servants 
they may later, when I have made them too wise use against me. 
They imagine at once that the same prices for grain which I make 
with the Company must also be paid cash to them, although there 
is a reason for doing this between me and the Company which does 
not exist between them and me who am their master. On the other 
hand, the goods which I receive from the Company by way of pay- 
ment, they would also want to have at the same price if they knew 
too much about it ; therefore, settle this matter if possible by your- 
self in order to have a definite basis for the future, and as to your 
honor having scruples about settling this between you and me, on 
my request, I do not see that it is contrary to the commission from 
the lords directors, for the instructions you have to trade with my 
people does not exclude trading with the principal himself in- 
stead of with his servants ; and whether through ignorance of cir- 

*■ die onher: arcn syn. 

" Here a line is apparently omitted in the LttUr Book. 
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cumstanccs I have in this letter ordered aiiytliins to my detriment 
or benefit. 1 shall submit myself in fairness to your honor's judg- 
ment, but if there should tlien still be some difficulty refer the 
matter w ith liie ar.irunients to the Company and to me. for I siioul 1 
not like to have my jx'ople j^ct too wi^e and hLjure out their master's 
prolit, csi)ecially in matters in which they themselves are somewhat 
interested.^ for in the course of time I shall have to find means 
with which to pay the waij^es of conniiiscn and others [for Nvork] 
for which as yet 1 stil! have to em})loy llie farmers and others. I 
have no objection to their knowin.LT eveiyliiin^'. except the frcij^lit 
and other charges, the price nf j^rain and tlie manner of payment; 
these 1 would rather keep a secret between the ('«>mi)any and my- 
self. I ask you kindly t< > assi4 me herein without detriment to 
the C omi>any. and to communicate nothinii: of this to the servants 
of the Company but to write freely and openly about it to the lords 
(hrectors. who, I hope, will keep it secret also, and to give your ad- 
vice ami reasons on each point sej)arately. as tliere are but few. [ 
shall then be l)etter able to trade with my people and to sati>fy them. 
If your honor a])prove ol this, send only the enclose I invoice 
with the L,n>oIs to mv peoj)le. kee])in^ the rest with yourself; but 
if y<in Mi<a|)])rove, an ! 1 hoi)e that you will not. your honor will 
l>lea:^e ^en l the inv<tice with all these enclosed j)a]HTs to my cousin 
. Ircnt rail Corlcr, who is still young. They may sec what arrange- 
ments they can make with you. 

I am ne.i^otiatii\q- about sendin"^^ some people of cai)acity'' to my 
colony, but they were not able to luake up their minds so quickly 
pnd to j^jet ready, and in the foriuer officer. Jutofy I^hiuck, I do not 
find a projjer manrii^er. lie knows more al)out tra lin^^ furs, which 
have l)een of greater profit to him than to me; however. I wish to 
part from him in friendshi]) and not to .^^ive the lea^t oecn-iMn f^r 
dissatisfaction amon^^^ my peoj>le. for they stir one another ui). This 
in secret between your honor and me but littl? news to the lords 
directors who understand matters of govern ment.^'- 

And as the payment for the i^rain and the acceptance of the 
.nierchandise is still uncertain, 1 should like to have the rumor go 
forth that tlie merchandise w-as to be sold at an advance of ^oi 
and that the wheat had sold at eight guilders Holland value and to 
have your honor settle accounts with my people on that basis, 

T-mnrfiV/i; pcrhnrs intended for vretmdieh, strange, unacquainted, or for viian4*eH, 

ininii(. 

»' l.uyden raw ettf>acileyl. 

flit int secreet tusschen u E tnde my tnaer niet vttte informatie Otnde Ht9f§n 
Bnrinlhtbberen ii* MaUryt van regerimge verstMn, 



Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



with the understanding that the Company in good faith will pay 
me whatever we shall agree upon in addition; and in order that 
your honor may not think that I try to defraud my [Kuple in the 
least, I will further explain to your honor my reasons. The first 
is that they do not by far ^ive me what they promise in this coun- 
try, for instance I have found out that Gerrit de reux, with whom 
I had agreed that all gains no matter what they might be called 
should be shared half and half, has had nearly 1500 guilders worth 
of goods for himself of which I had no knowledge, and the others 
apparently in proportion, and then they dare sustain that I ought 
to pay them here promptly for the wheat, which was delivered 
to the Company^ at 10 guilders a mudde, while up to this date I 
have received from the Company notliing but credits on my ac- 
counts, aside from llic fact that I stipulated the right of preemption 
of the animals and consequently also of the grain, which I think 
may fairly be reckoned at ciijht guilders between them and me. As 
to the merchandise, inasmuch as I have sold that which I have 
thus far sent from here to them at an advance of 50'?', they ought 
on account of the increased charj^a-s by the Company pay me some- 
thing more too, which they will be the mure willing to <lo when the 
rumor goes forth that they c«>st me so much from the Company. 
At all events, it is plain to me that I can not defraud them but that 
they can defraud me. Hi-rc your honor \m< now the entire secret 
of my affairs, as to which I would rather deal witli your honor or 
with the Company witlujut the knowledge of my people than with 
their knowledge. 

Regarding- my nephew r tn; ti.'iUrr, althoui^h they have dealt very 
sharply with him. he has taken all his books and papers with him 
and i^dven them such satiNfaeti< »n that fo this hour the lords direc- 
tors have not been able to accuse him on one single point upon 
which he has not given them satisfaction. ITc has had to suffer 
many evil tongues, which never fails to be the lot of those who 
occupy any high charge or post. J should be pleased if the minis- 
ter continued to perform religious services a few times a year in 
the colony at Fort Orani^e. I have thou-Lrht of some means whereby 
I could engage a mini^ter and other otlficers but must see how it 
will work. 

Coruclis Mch'H is still in France, lie >nl(i our ship there with 
profit but through lack of knowledge of the matter has had a poor 
catch and caught not !nuch over T2,o<X) ccxlfish. In course of 
time this will have to be looked after better, at present we must 
pay for our experience. 
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Your honor will please place to my credit whatever j:,^oo(ls you 
liave kept and each year settle account'^ with niy men, halancnijj; 
the amount a^;ainst the grain delivered by them. As to the neces- 
sity for my having a Ix^at. the expenses have truly thus far been so 
high that nothing has been done about it; and as to the freight 
charges on my goods setU to the colony, as your honor says, these 
ought to be included in the account of the grain and merchandise, 
especially as the Company promises the patroons, for the sake of 
better populating the country, to transport all farm implements 
free, but T shall wait to see wdiat your honor charges me for that. 
I do not in the least desire that the Company shall suffer loss, 
but if their goods arc going up or grain comes down it would be 
an accommodation if those of the patroon were shipped with them. 

I di'l not in the least want to mix my people's goods with my own 
and hope that they like others will pay the duties and freight; the 
only things that by mistake got among my goods arc a small cask 
of gunpowder belonging to Reycr Stoffclsscn and four shirts of 
my cousin arcnt van Corler; I know of no others. As you write 
that I shall need a vessel in case my grain is sold outside the limits 
of the Company, you would do me a kindness by iti forming mc 
thereof in tiiTie so that provision can be made, but as your honor 
writes tliat if the population continues to increase the price of grain 
will keep up for some time, I think that there will be no need for 
it so very soon; moreover, if the English knew that we had a sup- 
ply of grain they would no doubt themselves come for it from 
Virginia and New England. The coming of these horses and other 
animals will spread the rumor of our [efforts at] populating widely 
among our neighbors and show them that the Company is taking 
the matter in hand more earnestly than before. 

Your honor will see from the letter of the Company that they 
do not make so much difficulty about furnishing peltries for grain 
as your honor does, for they put it indifferently either one or the 
other.^ Your honor makes a mistake in valuing the skins there 
at the price they bring here. In throwing the trade open to every 
one, wdiich docs not [)lease mc any too well, there will be a great 
deal of fraud, and whether the Company has herein followed the 
best course is not for me to inquire. The diiHculties which I 
foresee in it will no doubt reveal themselves in time and I can not 
see how the officers of the Company will thereby rise in estimation 
or find opportunity to let the Company make profits; on the con- 

•» Either peltries or merchandise. See p. 4^3. 44>. 457- 
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trary, they will yearly ran far behind. At first there will be some- 
what of a rash and duties and freights may increase, but this will 
soon cease. Endosed is my statement of what I may owe the 
Company, this can be settled here better than there. Please to 
greet ololf Sievess from me, who has been my . ?^ and is 
now in your honor's service ; give him the enclosed. I should con- 
sider it a favor if he were advanced a little. 

Commission to Arent van Curler as secretary and bookkeeper 
of the colony of Rensselaerswyck^ 

May 12, i6s9 

Arent van Corler, who sailed as assistant of the colony of Rens« 
^ . selaerswyck, is hereby promoted to and qualified as 

Aftndt vtttt .111 r t • • 1 

CorUr, Secretary and bookkeeper of the said colony, to enter 

tary and boofc. upon the rccofds faithfully all resolutions and public 
instrument*; ; also to keep proper l>ooks and accounts 
of the increase of the animals as well as of their deaths, indicating 
the day and month and as far as possible the cause of death : also 
to make proper distinction between expenses which must be charged 
to the patroon or the colony and those that must be charged to the 
farms and to the accounts of the individual farmers, tobacco 
planters or other servants, the patroon's intention being that after 
he has once erected the houses of the respective farmers and pro- 
vided them with [hay] barrack and barn, wagon and plow, the 
same shall thereafter be kept in repair, half at the expense of the 
patroon and the participants and half at the expense of the farmers, 
not including herein the household effects which each farmer must 
provide at his own charge; moreover, to prevent all carelessness, 
the farmer must bear one half of the damage by fire to his house 
and what belongs to it ; also to enter the i6 guilders a year extra 
for expenses of each farm hand,** which covers all small expenses 
and also the earnest money and agent's commission for procuring 
said farm hands and to which shall be added only the annual wages 

**di4 myn dick over gew0*t» is. Tbc meaning of this phrase which bints at tome 
former eemwction or 1»us!ness rdation between Ktliaen van Renaaetaer and Oloff ' 
Stcvcnsz van Cortlamlt, flic future father in law of the pafrrvim's s^n Tcrcmias, is not 
dear. By changing a single letter, the phrase can be read die mync tck over geweest ts 
(wlw I beliere hat been over) but •« tbe patroon would unquettionably bave known 
wbetber Olof! Steve nsz bad bccn in Holland or not, it would teem tbat tbif intcrpretm* 
tion must be rejected. 

V. R. B. Mts, LHt*r Book, f.163. 
**Sce p. 611. 

a8 
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which they receive: also to dcm.iiul of the farmers annual returns 
of the increase of the animals and the surphis grain, one half l>clong- 
mi: to the patroon or the participants and the other half to them- 
selves, the wheat being valued provisionally at six guikk r-^ a mudde. 
for reasons more fully specified in the in>tructions, with promise 
that those who will serve him conscientiously, faithfully and justly 
will receive as much more than six guilders as circumstances will 
in his opinion in any way permit: also to keep proper account of 
how much each farmhouse costs and to see to it that the timber 
be hewn for them in winter and that the cari)cnters do good work 
at reasonaltlf wages, the patroon intending that he shall, with the 
advice of Conwlis Thcunissen sls representative'" of the patroon and 
the participants, contract at a reasonable rate for the houses which 
may ho t rt ( ted there until other officers or commiscn specially 
qualified to do so shall arrive in the colony, in order that the car- 
penters may receive proper waives and the patroon get good and 
cheap work. And as the arlmiuistrati'm of justice in the said 
colony ought not to be neglected either, the sai 1 arcnt I 'ati Corlcr 
shall advise with the person above mentione<l and in more serious 
cases also seek the assist.uicc of Picttcr CorncHssen and with them 
provisionally and until further order fill the post of officer. Upon 
NB Shall with receiving good reports and results of their services 
the advice of the patro' n w ill pay proper attention to the pro- 
Cifrneiis un- motiou wliich Is luost suitable to thein. The pa- 

nwen and if need 

b. Nvitii the nssirt- troon reconimenils to each one to do his duty and 
ancc of Putter jjyg ^^jji, ^|^^^. others in friendship, peace and 

eomehsseH pro- , 

visionaiiy fill harmony. to hold rehgiou-^ services at the proper 
the post of officer, scasons especially on Sunday by public prayers, 
hymns, thanks, and readings from the Hol\ Scriptures an<l the 
authors of the Reformed Christian Church. I'urther, he orders 
this document to he entered on the records after it and also the 
commissions of the others have first been publicly read in the full 
council of the colony. Done at Amsterdam, this 12th of May of 
the year of our Saviour Jesus Christ one thousand six hundred and 
tliirty-nine and in witness of the truth signed by me. Was signed: 
kiliant 'ran rrnssclacr, patroon- of the colon v of Rens.selaerswyck» 
and further sealed with the seal of the said colony. 



" V0prff>rake ; sec his commission, on p. 435. 
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Commission to Comelisx Teimits van Breuckelen as repre- 
sentative of the patroon^ 

May 12, i6jp 

Cornrlis riiCtdiisscii hrcurki'lrn, famuM" on the farm called 
Cornells tcumsscH. BlocuHirisburch. is lierebv ai)i)oiiite;l and author- 
the rntroon and the »ze<l to hll the position and othce ot represeiita- 
lartioifanis. tive'"' [to (iefen<l| the ri,i,dits of the patroon and 

the interests of the participants in the c<*loiiy of l\ens>elaers- 
wyck an<l to repre>er.t liini and them in everythinj; that may 
tend to the advanta.i,'e <»f his aforesaid lords and masters. And 
as the colony for |certain| reasons i> as yet not i)rovi'!e 1 with a 
coHiniis. the af( resaiil Conu lis I liriDiissi'ii shall assi-^t with wor<l 
and dee l the person of urciit i i>rlrr, who is secretary and hook- 
keeper of the sail co]mi\ an! wlio will hoi | the said office pro- 
visionally and nntil further order, in ortler that all the i^oo ls that 
are receive;! may l)e carefully entered on the proper accounts and 
that a record ma\' he made of their di^ix'-al; al^o helj) to briiij; 
about that all resolutions an 1 jinhlic instruments he entered on the 
rcconls of the colony, amonjjj them this present commission, which 
I)rovisionally is to last for a perio l of two years. Done at Amster- 
dam, tiu's i2th of May in the year of our Savior Ie>us Clirist, 
one thousand six huiK'red and thirty-nine and in witness of the 
truth sij^ned by me. Was si^nied: k'ili.irn ■nni rriissriacr, patroon 
of the colony of Renssclacrswyck, and further scaled with the seal 
of the said colony. 

<• V. R. B. M*s, Lttler Book, f.164. 

^ ■: oorspriu rlc ; Htcral!y r>nc whu sjn-.-iks for another, one who plcifts or defends 
another's cause. In seventeenth century documents the term occur.s frequently in the 
legal sense of attorney, or advocate, as for instance in the resolution of the States of 
U'>ll:ind anr] West I'rieslaiid c»f Jtily y>. wlicrcliv M li-nits an<l sccretari' arc fnr- 

hiUden to ap[>car in the .courts with which they arc connected as x-oorsfraakcn or 
woorthouders of parties to actions rending in such courts. As the duties of Comelts 
Teunisz acciirilinK to lils conur 'ti aril iiislriutiMiis wiro a|>[arrril!y le-ss of ,n k-gal 
than of a general representative character, to look after the palroun's interests, the term 
" representative ** has been preferred in these translations to either attorney or advocate. 
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CommfsBfon to Pieter Coraelisz van Munnickendam as receiver 
of tithes and supercargo of the vessel^ 

May 12, i6jp 

I'ii'lcr Coi nciisscii van iiiiDiiiickcuiliDii , nia>tcr millwrij^hl of the 

Pietter Comelistn piij) coinpaiiv, is lK'rcl)v apix 'intc( 1 and authorized to 
reccivrr of tithes ' 1 1 • • i i • • 

• and supercargo of rcL-cuc and tn C"il,ct, in accordance with Ins ni- 

the vessel. stmcti'Mis sent lo him In letter, sucli tithes as are 

covered hy the annexe I authentic extract from the contract made 
anil entera l into w itli the freemen or inhahitants of tlie co1.)ny of 
l\ens>eiaer>\v\ ek executed in the name of the ah^enlees hefore 
Notary jaost 'i-aiidc :'c>i}ic on tlie _'<Slh of March i'>3<;. and this pro- 
visionally for the perio 1 of two year^. or 'ers heing lierehy given 
to the conncil of tiie sai I colony to lend him a helj)in,q; hand herein 
an 1 especially, in the ah^ence of higher oflicers \shoso ))laces for 
certain reasons are for the present still kept vacant, to the secretary 
and hookkeeprr of th.e >ai 1 colonv. avcut I tin (.'oilrr, and to Cor- 
iirlis I'hi-ititissi-ii 7'nii hmtchrh'ii . in hi'- ca])acity of representative of 
the patroun and the participants in the colony aforoail. in order 
that the goo 1 and Christian intentions which the patr«K>n and par- 
ticipants of the sail clonv have with regard to- the holding of 
divine service an l the maintenance of justice, tliongh largely .''t 
their charge and ex;tenNC, n'ay n<it h.- frn-trate 1. lUit since in the 
beginning all dues can not he strictly determine 1 and collected, the 
aforesaid receiver of tithes, advising with the afore>aid two per- 
sons, shall have power to treat a!i<l settle in fairness with the per- 
sons coiu enu- I an l shall yearly render accounts of the proceeds, 
stating the .nnount iheieof. <o as to he able to make belter calcula- 
tions iji engaging the ministi-r and other olhcers of the colony. It 
is licreby agree 1 that the aforesaid ("irltrr L'i>nir!ysrii shall receive 
for his trouble anl ex]irnso< in connection therewith the tenth 
penny of said tithes, an l power is given him to apply the '^aid 
receipts in Uie most ecnomical an 1 useful maimer for the interests 
of religion and justice an 1 of the patroon and the participants. 

He is also hereby authorized to act as supercargo of the vessel 
which shall sail up an l down the river for the said ci-l'uy and no 
one is to ship anything cither up or down without his knowledge 

* V. R. B. Msj, Letter Book, {.\6^h, 
4* Commys vant vetrtuych. 
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and consent, and the said pictcr CorneUssen shall cause this commis- 
sion to be entered upon the records of the colony. Done at Am- 
sterdam, this 1 2th of May of the year of our Savior Jesus Christ 
one tliousand six hundred and thirty-nine. In witness of the truth 
signed by me, and was signed: Kiliacn van rcnsseher, patroon of 
the colony of Rensselaerswyck, and further sealed with the seal of 
the said colony. 

Pennit to Maurits Jansz van Broeckhuysen to settle as farmer 

on de Laets Burg^ 

May 12, 1 6^9 

Maurits lansen vm broekhuijsen, heretofore appointed as 
liomritt lanstn van ^^''mer^''' On a farm ncu ly to be established on the 
^otckhuscn farmer cast sidc of Uic fiver, is hereby authorized [to settle 

<m Ma^tsburch. ^^^^^^ ^j^^ hUTCh** 

on which formerly Gerrit de reux was farmer, and this 
on the conditions agreed upon with Gerrit de reux in 
the year 1632, and also with the stipulation as to the right 
of preemption of the grain and animals at the option of the patroon 
and participants of the said colony of Rensselaerswyck heretofore 
misconstrued by gerrit de reux; the patroon promises however that 
if the said maurits jattsen conducts himself well on the said farm 
and honestly and faithfully accounts for all gains and profits, no 
matter what they may be called or how he may have obtained them, 
not concealing any, then the patroon will allow him more for the 
grain according to circumstances, as is more fully specified in the 
commission given this day to arent van Carter; included herein is 
also the fur trade on half shares and nothing else; reference is 
further made to all parts of the aforesaid commission which relate 
to the farmers as well as to the contract made with Gerrit de reux 
aforesaid, especially to the clause providing that the six years of 
the aforesaid lease 1)0th with regard to the pasture and the plowed 
land shall commence eadi year on the first day of the month of 
January and also end exactly on that date, but the wages of the 
farm hands and the leases of the houses shall commence and cease 
or expire on the first of May following. He shall not be permitted 
to have any grain appraised on the field for the account of the 
patroon but the latter shall receive one half of what shall actually 
be in the barn on the first of January, when most of the grain 

" V. R. B. Mss. Utter Book, f.164. 
* bo«m-mr. 

Situated on tlie Mill Creek, in the preient citjr of Renssdaer. 
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is thra'slu'd, after dciliutiitn of the feed (»f the cattle and [an ainoiuit 
equal in value to] the Ixiard and wages of the fannly till the first 
of May. in which the aforoaid mix also tried to make a change 
directly contrary to his just contract; furdier he ^hall willingly 
pledge iiimself to the payment of the wages of the men. the i'> 
guilders a year for each farm hand, and whatever else is ^I)ecified 
in the commission an 1 instructions given to arcut zvii Corlcr, also 
to turn over the siiri)Ius of animals whenever he is requested to d<> 
so and on receiving payment for one half of them accoriling to 
the stiindate l price. And he -h ill have the choice to have settled 
on the farm heretofore assigned him Ity the jjatroon. on the same 
conditions as ahove. either his foreman assigned to him hy the 
patroon, to wit, adriocn Cornclisscii nut barsiiiijcrhoru , if he has 
served him well; or else roc'oi}' Coniclisscii.^'' (»r cryn Contclisc*^ 
the two hmtlurs either jointly or separately. He shall also cause 
this instrnmcnt to be entered uj^on the records, together with the 
contract of the person wlio shall have the other farm. In Amster- 
dam, this I2th of May sixtein hundre I an 1 thirty-nine. W as 
signed: kiliacu I'un rciissi'lacr. patroon of the colony of Rcnsselaers- 
wyck, and further sealetl with the seal of the said colony. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Arent van Curler^' 

May 13, 1639 

Arundtt Van Curler 

The 13th of May 1639, in Airisterdam 
Moil CoHsyn: As the \\'\v. 1 turns rapiclly towar<l the east 1 
must make liaste with my business <»f tlu- c 1 . I have received 
yours of the 16th of July iTi^S. to which 1 will -ay briefly that you 
do superfluous work by putting the date both at the top and at the 
bottom of the letter, once i< t nough ; alsp by a<lopting the general 
style followed in the schools, for cxatnple : If it were other- 
wise I should be heartily sorry. Such and similar words fill the 
paper but give no advice. You might leave these out and in place 

* Roeloff CorncHsc van Houtcn; first entered in the account books under date of 

June II. 1 6.i8. 

'* In Gerecitts Rolle, 1648 5J. anunnj tJic Reiisselarrszvyil- ^/ \. Rcncrally referred to 
as Quirijn Cornetiss. The tnrliost iiiLiition of him in the M>^i'>ti!U hooks is under date 
of April 20, 1637. In M«entt:cH Boeck, 1638 .44. bb accoiuit iN.mv on Aug. 21, 163^ 
and a new acrotml i-; opcnt-.l on Jan. i. 1641. Between tli< >f .l.iti-t he wa* a;ii>arcntly 
in Ilollaml, as the | atroon in his letter to van Curler, May 30, \b\o. states that " Crijn 
Cornelissen Roes over now." 

« V. R. B. Mts, Lett«r Book, fin. 



Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIF.K MANUSCRIPTS 439 



thereof write me definitely about everything that happens in the 
colony^ and instead of taking such pains to write letters for others, 
write to me, for your promotion must not come from them but from 
me and you must give me -cparate answers to everything that is 
mentioned in this letter and in all the papers which I send you. In 
that way I shall see what use 1 can make of you. You must in the 
beginning not hold your head too high, for that does not end well. 
I had asked your brother to write to you the situation at nyckerck 
and of the death of your father. He tells me that he has done so but, 
instead of communicating the said letter to mc as 1 expected, he has 
sent it by Sander,^ for which I am not well pleased with him. I 
am also displeased with you because you sent a letter by aert which 
he was to deliver himself, and if I understand the reason rightly 
it is because you write about private transactions which you do not 
wish me to know alK)ut. This is not the right way for advance- 
ment. Write of such things to nie and I shall not refuse you any- 
thing to your advantage which is fair. In the future, therefore, 
enclose letters which you write to others in those to nic, and if 
you want to seek your greatest advantage leave tlicni open that I may 
read them. I can then see that you mean to do right by me ; other- 
wise, you give me cause to think that you are seduced by the people 
and that you want to do as they <lo and conceal everything from 
me that is possible and fea>ible to conceal. Take this from me as 
a lesson an<l an admonition tf> govern vourself accordingly and I 
shall not fail to advance you if 1 >ee that you stand by mc instead 
of by the people. Urge hrmufl i\ clcn al^) tn conduct himself hon- 
estly and not to be led a-tray by the action^ of Ccrrit dc rcu.v, who 
has told him a gooil many things that are not ^o and that are to 
my disadvantage, for he lia> managed to leave tilings so that in 
grxKls as well a^- -.k•in^ an 1 (Iel)t^ and other things, he had about 
IOO<3 dael<ler^■•■' whieh of right lielong to nie. aii<l of which, it lie had 
remained alive. 1 should a])i)arently not have rcL-eived nuicli. Hrandi 
pcJoi and cJacs jausi-it niytrr were witne'v--es thereto, which i> all 
right eNce])t that they >^houl l have a'lvise(l me of it or at lea>t have 
urged Ccrrit dc rcnx to cuter the >ame in tlie books, as he was 
careful !<• do about the grain in the tlel l apprai-dl at 75 guilders a 
morgen. one half of which he wa^ entitle 1 to in June though ac- 
cording to his contract his lease expired in January, as you may 

•March ir. 1649. Sander Ixemlcrs/ ant] liis wife CataUjn San>I<-r<; at knowledge their 
contract with the late patroon, dated March 28, 1639; Ccrtchts RolU, 1648-52, I.37. 
among the Rtnuelatrswyck Mss. 
•One daeldera guilderi. 
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read at Iciigtli in the enclosed documents. I have paid the brother 
in law of brand t pcdcn too guilders and also agreed to pay fiao 
to the heirs ot Gerrit de rcux, deceased. Let him [PcclenJ conduct 
himself as an honest man and do justice to his master; he will then 
keep a good conscience and I shall not grudge him his profit if 1 get 
my half [share]. Say this also to Cornelis thcunisscn, with whom 
you will discuss your affairs and communicate to him this letter and 
all my papers. I have for that purpose ma le him my own as well 
as my coparticipants' representative. Let him also incline toward 
my side, he will not have to complain of it; let him help me in my 
rights, more I do not ask and he shall be duly rewarded by nie. I 
have no time to write to him ; give him his sealed commission and urge 
him to take good care that his farm be profitable too, as thus far it 
has been a great expense to me and yielded few returns; let him 
also write to me about everything. Hand also to cousin maurits the 
enclosed appointment as farmer, urging him to be faithful and dili- 
gent, for although I am far out of their sight they ought to be faith* 
ful to me, as they have no expenses in the world and gain whatever 
they gain through my investment. Nor ought they to defraud me 
of any part of my half, no matter how they make it ; my contract 
with Gerrit de reux says plainly that I am entitled to one half of 
all and everything. This is the secret, they seek to defraud me in 
that and I must therefore secure something for myself too by means* 
of the price of grain, till I see that they give me what is due to me; 
then I shall seek their best interests also. 

I have no doubt but you have received the goods which I sent by 
tninuyt, as well as those by Cornelis melyn in twapen van noor- 
wegen, and sold them to my best advantage, either to the people on 
accfUHit or to the savages for skins. 

If you and Cornelis theunissen do what is right and send me good 
returns of peltries, you will have your profit thereof also, as the 
contract with lacoh plane provides. At first he looked out for me 
properly, but toward the end mainly for himself; however, we 
have come to an amicable agreement, for when I see that a man 
deals justly with me, I can overlook something. See to it that you 
do not give or lend to people who are not likely to repay me, as I 
am again sending a large quantity of goods, of which I enclose the 
invoice, which I hope that Director kyeft will send you. Of each 
cargo that arrives by the different ships you must keep a separate 
account and yearly send me a correct statement thereof, and in 
order that no stranger swindle us out of the trade in the colony, 
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do not allow any traders to stay with any one in my colony, or 
to be furnished with provisions or ^^rain, for under that pretext 
I get cheated and other inhabitants of the colony are defrautlcd 
too. The servants of the Company may trade as much as they 
please but strangers anil private traders 1 do nut want my people 
to trade with. Jdiey must trade with my commiscn and my com- 
miscn with the j)e()ple of the colony, as can be seen from this en- 
closed oritjinal contract made with the freemen, which you must 
examine with Cornells Thcunisscn. Nor do I want any of my 
grain to be sold or other articles of f'-od to be given to any traders 
who refuse to trade with you, nor my ))eople to exchange any 
goods or merchandise with such traders, on penalty of exj)ul>iiin 
fnjin the colony. In fine, whatever strangers trade in my colony 
must, as said above, trade with my commiscn, and then it will go 
all right and the commiscn will al>^o be able to make some profit 
for themselves and for their master. If you notice that you are 
short of merchandise employ means to exchange for such mer- 
chandise as you lack the skins which you have obtained by barter 
or which have been delivered to you by other colonists and carry 
on trade with the neighboring settlements'''^ even if this is not 
quite so profitable. Frequent gain, though little at a time, is also 
good. 

The Company has further charged me to write to its director 
that he must pay for my grain eitlu-r jx'ltrics or merchandise at 
reasonable price. I have written my oj)inion about that to Di- 
rector kycft and have no dotibt but that, if you run short of any 
kind of merchandise, he will give you good mcrchandi'^c for good 
wheat, as a gooil deal of wheat mu>t already have been delivered 
or be in proce>s of daily delivery. Each year you must settle 
your accounts. Enclosed i>^ a memorial which I sent him; act 
as if you had not received it an I let no one but Coniclis J licunis- 
sen see it. In oriler that you may recognize it. I have marked 
ii with a large A'. B. \ i he gives you merchandise you can barter 
for skins with it, an I if in return for grain he delivers you scawan 
you can also l)uy -kins wiih that, atid if he has neither he must 
deliver you skin>> and the skins you can exchange for merchan- 
dise and by so dtjing put most of the tra !e in my hands, when I 
shall also be able to remunerate you better. I'or the ])resent, as 
I have no proof of your work, or of that of Cornelis ThcunUcn, 

'**nd9 dott dtn hinm€n Umistn handel; literallpr, and carrjr on th« inland Iradt. 
See p. 4$$. 
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I have appointed you provisionally as secretary and bookkeeper, 
and I shall advance you furdier if you stand by me and do me good 
service and if you are diligent about writing and kcc])ing record of 
the farms and animals. And above all be careful not to mix with 
the heatlien or savage womeif, for such things are a great abomi- 
nation to the Lord God and kill the souls of the Giristians when 
they debauch themselves with them. Therefore work and move 
in the council that an ordinance be issued imposing severe fines and 
punishment on those who are found s^'jilty of it. 

I have written a rettcr to a'.hcrt andricscn, which is herewith 
enclosed. You will copy it and hand it to liim open and then 
govern yourself according to the contents. An ordinance should be 
passed in the colony directing the people to sow wheat by itself, • 
for otherwise they mix rye and wheat, which is bad in every way, 
esj^ecially in reai)inj^, as the rye is ripe sooner thati the wheat and 
therefore spills on the ground during the reaiiing, to the great loss 
of the fanners. Let some be sorted first : this will produce clean 
wheat and can then he used as seed and so increased. 

As to the dchts wliich Ih'rck C'or.wii claims for incrchaiuiise 
delivered al Iveii^-t laei^wi ck. according to the nienioraiidnni sent 
to lacoh pliAUC which he ha> han le I to you, please collect these as 
far as possible and see that Cornell's Thcunisscn pay his account 
also. 

Lristcn Cristcnsrj! noonna i owes his mate who did not go with 
him f20 for tools sold to hini. Let him pay this to yon. he will 
thereby pay me there what I have advanced him [his mate] here. I 
believe his name is ha rent. 

Regarding the Iwards which Peter Cornelisscn may saw and 
which may be needed for my houses, he must not rate them too 
high, otherwise it were better to <livide half and half with him.** 
I have also given him some office, as you can see by his commission. 
I hear that the mill is working and that plans have been made for 
the erection, at the least expense, of a grist-mill, which is much 
needed there. 

Concerning the goods which I send you or which you receive 
there, .<ieparate accounts must be sent as follows: 
proposition First, of those which are <lelivered to the people on ac- 

60% count of their wages. To these people things must be 
sold somewhat chca])er than to those who give furs in return. 

70^ Second, of those which you issue to free men or to others 

"Cf. p. 444. 
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for furs .111(1 tlicic pcoj)!*.' must be divi Ic 1 itUo two classes, those 
that give you furs at once rcceiviuL,'^ thitisi^s a litlie clieaper than 
those who j^Mvc yini fur< a i tcrw ards, for one can ahvays 
buy more witli roa^'y niciiey than on creiht. 

mt least Third, an accomit of tlic furs which you yourself get 
much as you ^- barter from the savages for merchandise ; that will 
can get be most profitable to me. but I iiave no objection to 
others of my peoj)le tnakini; so:neiiiiug too if they turn over the 
furs to me or to you in m\ name. 

f'lanc brougiit me at lea^t fio ) in .i;rain and f^oo in skins. The 
duty fto the com])any| here and the import duty must be counted, 
also the freiijht char{;e> and the (kity for the Company there.'** 

When you receive skins from the director f>f the Company, for 
wheat at 4^-2 guilders a II).'''' acc< T'iinj; to the enclosed copy, I need 
not pay any duty a> 1 am free from that, but of odicr skins I owe 
one guilf'er on every merchantable skin, in conformity with the 
15th article of the hVeedoins of Xew Xetherlands. winch I send 
enclosed. \'ou mn>^t read throu.i,di carefully; and when you send me 
skins send me the very best, as I have to pay but one guilder duty 
on every skin no matter how large it is, while you can exchange 
the small ones with other people f<)r merchandise. 

All the skins or tobacco which vou send me you must enter with 
Director A'y.-//. taking a rccei])! fmm his haixl that tbe duty has been 
paid, ^'ou nnist pa\' it m -ram and pack tlie skins in sulj^tanlial 
Ixixes, well preserve d tightly nailed an 1 marked as the boxes which 
I send you. and on each box or cask yon must |)ul a distinct num- 
ber. If you give me satisfaction in everything you will have enough 
to do and I shall be able to judge of your ability and take care of 
your promotion. 



Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Pieter Cornelisz van Munnickendam^ 

May 13, 1639 

P', Coniclisscn 

The 13th of May in Am-terdam 

Worthy, discreet Sir: As the win ! begins to blow and the lords 
directors will immediately leave for the Texel. I can n^it answer 
your letter at length. I am sorry about the discord whicli 1 notice 

ree»ngnity kytr mette conx'oy moetten gerekent worden, 00c dt vrachttn en 

rteongnityf diier eende Comff. 
"Cf. p. 458. 

** V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.iisb. 
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among my people, each complaining of the other, and as yet I can 
not see that it tends much to my profit. I shall therefore await 
further advice before resolving to appoint my principal officers. 
I expect from you also further advice concerning the condition of 
the sawmill. I hope that it is steadily at work and sawing large 
quantities of boards. However, you must not put the price too 
high for the lumber that is used in the colony on my houses, for 
in that way I should receive with one hand and spend twice as mudi 
with the other. What is sold to others or to strangers is a different 
matter. Therefore, you must make the price reasonable or other- 
wise my people could divide with you, taking as much [lumber] 
as I would need and leaving you an equal quantity to sell to your 
best advantage ; the balance which might then remain could be sold 
for the common benefit. Do not neglect to write all the circum- 
stances, how nnicli prnfli T can expect from the sawmill, what the 
prospects are for tlie ijri^t mills an 1 w hat tlicy woul:l cost. By the 
same ship goes a carpenter, callcil i'(>nic!is::, \\ii<> vuuk-r^tands 
mill work thoroughly and who i< a freeman. He will no doubt 
assist vou in one thinir and an<itlier, hut I recMniniend t'> v(m to 
arrange matters so that 1 do not sulYcr loss, for to treat nic like 
the Company will not do. 1 prefer to do nothing rather than suffer 
loss. You write about a house, that is all right for you to live in, 
but the mill must yield mc profit, otherwise the house is of no use. 
In the hope that your business will succeed, I have also begun to 
think of >our advancement as you will see from the enclosed com- 
mission. I highly recommend you to observe your duties and if any 
one should hinder you in the performance thereof, let me know it, 
but on your part do no' be a cause of di.spute; and neglect not to 
send mc our account that I may sec how matters stand. 

It is said that you have many furs with you; you know how 
many I have given permission for you to have and everything almvc 
that must be shared half and half and when I notice that goods fol- 
Unv and that I do not receive words instead of money, I shall send 
enough mcrehandise and not forget you either.'^ As to the tenths of 
the sawmill. I keep this matter under consideration as the contract 
which I sent and the extract^ which I cnclo.sc will show you. I 
have not yet filled the high office or [the posts of] officer and 
commis, as may be seen from the commissions of the others, which 

* Underlined in Letter Book. 

■* Extract from the contract with the freemen, mentiuned in the commission (o Pieter 
Corneliw of May la, i6j9. 
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they will doubtless show you and cause to be recorded at tlie sanie 
time.'' 

The money which you owe Dirck Coniclissen^ you must pay me 
and I shall reimburse you for it. However, send me the account 
showing what it is about and deal openly with me about everything. 
When I notice that, I shall do the same with you. / see in your let- 
ter what you have to say about others but this does not wndicate you 
from what they write about you.^ With God*s help I expect better 
advice, better profits and better service and harmony than there have 
been thus far, otherwise it would grieve me and I should be obliged 
to follow an entirely different course, for if czcry one scehs his 07vn 
iittLfCsfs it ian not (jo zvcH n'ith the patrooiiJ^ I'rom wli.ii 1 hear 
it seems that Ccrrit rcux lia<l nearly HXX) daelders worth of prop- 
erty witli iiim, in ni'>ne_\' and ^kins as well as in ^»ut■^landing tlebts, 
which apparently I should have been cheated out of if I ha<i not 
found it out. If oflirrs do the saute I shall uiidoiihtedly find them 
out also.^^ If you experience any opj^jsition from the farmers in 
tlie delivery of the tenths or the entering of the grain which they 
ship, let me know it; I shall settle that all right and know how to 
guard myself against it. I understand also that an ordinance ought 
to be passed in the colony concerning the grain which is sold to the 
inhabitants of the colony who ought to get it cheaper than it is sold 
at the Manhatans, Finally, I listen in expectation^ and shall see 
what the results will be. You write about advancing money from 
your purse ; that is speaking in general terms ; you should write me 
what and how much and what has been done with it, and each 
year send me an acount thereof, so that we may yearly settle and 
balance accounts in order to avoid misapprehension. Wherewith 
ending in haste, I commend you to the gracious protection of 
Almiglity Cjod and greet you iieartily. I ale. 

" ick hebbt d4 Hoog* 0§UU oock noch met vergevtn alt etScUrs *» CoiMKhsen gelyek 
hij dacU van andtrt t$ tien is die ty ul wtl iulteH vertoonen tn gelyckelyck ten 
ProthocolU doen registrertn. The Hooge OHitit refers to the office of director general; 
ice instructions to Cornelis Teunisz, Aug. 4, 1639. 

*■ This should be Dirck Corsz; Cors does not stand for Cornelis but is a short form 
for Christian. 

■* Underlined in letter Book, 

^ieh Lnystert in ptres. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Albert Andriesz''* 

May J J, lOjp 

A Ibcrt And ricssz 

This I3tli of May i'>3',A i'^ Anistcrdain 
\\'«jrlliy very (iiMTfet Sir: As the wind boi^ins to blow iruin the 
east and the lor. Is directors arc on the point nf going lo the Texel 
to disj)atch the ship to Xew Xctherland, 1 sliall not reply at length 
to your letters but inust say t<> your credit that I have received 
returns from no one but your hnnor. ( )n the "tlicr hand, I have 
heard c<»nn)laints saying that yif.i have cheated Pirck Corsz and 
for seven pieces of duti'el given liini but J5 beaver skins, dirck 
corse has been an unfaithful supercargo; write me the truth oi the 
matter an«l pay me what you >lill tiwe him ami if 1 tiien discover 
your honcstv therein. 1 will on mv side reach yon the helping hand 
in every way, and now that the trade is open sen 1 yuu by and by 
plenty of merchandise. Arrani;^ it so, however, tiiat every one may 
have something. Pro\ isjoiially 1 send herewith some mercl-.andise. 
do to my cousin . Ircnt :•(/;/ i arler and give him a true account of 
the transaction witli dirck Corsz ^o that he can feel that the matter 
is straight and [if | you satisfy me in this respect 1 herei)y give lum 
orders to <leliver to yon neces>aries for yourself and your people 
at an advance in j)rice of 50V', which with the present increase of 
duties and freight charges to the Company cost me more myself, 
as well as mercbandise for the Indian trade at an advance of J^i, 
over the purchase price here ; in return for this you will furnish 
him skiu'^ at such a price that you make something and that I may 
have --oniething too and to such an amount as he can give without 
inccjnvenience to otlurs and to the trade which he carries on for 
mc, and when the«>e things have gotten well started, keep on my side 
and you will thank yourself. 

And to show that T shall al<o seek your advantage in the 
tobacco which you sent me and that w hich you are to send this year, 
I will try to sell it at the hig/Kst ])rice. wldch is of benefit to you; 
furthermore 1 will give you 25* more than your half of the net 
prcKceds will amount to. which shall be balancetl against the 
y^i that you give me on the merchandise w hicli yo;i trade for skins 
so that the merchandise as far as the said sum goes will in fact cost 
but 50^^. I will also grant you 2^^ discount on the grain which you 

<■ V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, £.115. 
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buy iruni inc cir iice<l, so that wl.eii w licat costs lo ,L;iiil iors a nmddc, 
you will deduct 2>: and really have to pay but 7 guilders and 10 
stivers a nuidde. that is, so far a-> the money for the tobacco sold 
for you reaches, hut lor anything ahi ive that the old price of fio a 
mudde nui>t remain, unless a lower price be adopted in the colony, 
about which I am also writing to I'ictcr CorniUsz. 

If the farmers should agree that the market of the wheat for 
the inhabitants of the culony aiid for no one else were fixed at 8 
guilders a nni Ide I shall he satisfied, altiiough I ilo not like it. 
In tiiat case, if the wheat came down to 8 guil lers. by balancing 
the 25V discount against the expenses of the tobacco, it would cost 
you but ^ guil lers a nuidde, but this must be fixed voluntarily as 
1 should not want to force or constrain any one thereto. 

Xow as to the tobacco which you sent me, it is a great loss tn 
yourself an 1 t() me that the t< ha- co in these l)arrels was so pi, or and 
thin of leaf that it could not stand being rolle<l. which must be due 
to your having left too many leaves the plants; furthermore the 
weight was short. ( )n tlie one haml. I a n suspicious about hcnncn 
den h<>itlici't\ k'< r,''- now going to Xew Xetherland. whom for that 
reason 1 did not want lo take into m\ coloiu- as a freeman, as he 
goes over as a broker and in all sorts of wa\s trie 1 to induce me 
to put it"-' at () stiver- [a ponirl] which 1 did n"t want to do; on the 
Other hand, there must be some error, for barrel Xo. 2, w hich you put 
dowti at 292 lb. weighefl but 220 lb. 1 have measvu-ed the barrel and 
compared it with others an 1 it is not possihlo that it could have held so 
much; however, this is the first time for you and me. in the future 
we nuist be moie careful about that. These are the weights as I 
have found them: Xo. i. 184 11); Xo. 2, 220 lb; Xo. 3, Kp lb good 
antl 13 lb rotteji ; Xo. 4. 143 11>: Xo. 5. 17.S lb; X'o. 6. 140 lb; Xo. 
7, 187 lb good and three pounds rotten, amounting together to 
1242 lb good [tobaccoj. l)e<iuct:ng 6',''^ for the stems, or Sf) lb. 
there remain 115^' lb net. which at 8 st a iiound amount to f4r»j :8. 
I have given them to a man to sell for that amount l)ut not half 
of it is sold yet. Meanwhile I do not want to keep you wailing. 
I have paid t'or fr< ig1)t acc«»rding to my IVeedouis 30 st per 100 
lb, for which others would have had to |)ay twice as nuich. I 
have also paid ist ])cr lb duty which amounts to {(ro, ami with 
some small charges by coo|K'rs and truckmen, in all to i()0. There 

• Should be den bontwercker, the furrier. 

• The price of the tuh.io > 

** So in origiaal. but tbould be y%. 
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remains therefore net £372:8, that is for your half fi86:4» against 
which you must credit me with one half of what you have sold 
there, and in order to close this account, reckon the wheat which 
you have received and which you are still to receive at fd a mudde, 
for so far as these £186:4 of your half share reach, above that 
the wheat must be counted at fio. Please make out also each 
year a complete account of all expenses and receipts from the 
tobacco so that I can see whether I make progress or not Had 
this tobacco not been so bad and wretched, I could have gotten 
10 stivers for it, and if in the future you take better care and 
leave fewer leaves on the plants, I hope that we shall get as high 
a price as others. The tobacco from Christoffel^ is here so plen- 
tiful that it brings but 3 stivers a lb, therefore try to grow good 
stuff, for the poor quality brings little money. I can not get many 
pcc)]j!c on account of the great mortality which there has been in 
this country. Your brother in law was with me but has not come 
back; be commended to God Almighty. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jacob Wolfertsz^ 

May 13, 1639 

Jacob IVolvcrssen, in New Netherland 

The 13th of May 1639, in Amsterdam 
I have received yours of the 13th of August 1638 and noticed 
how everything is situated. I have no time to reply as the wind 
begins to blow and the lords directors have already left for the Texel. 
I only urge you in a general way to help me wherever you can do 
me a kindness and I will return it. I shall also look forward to 
your letter when you have been in the colony, stating what you 
have found out there to my best interest and your own. If my 
cousin Arent van Carter should be dead, which I hope he is not, 
I hereby give you power to receive the goods which I am now 
sending over. Open his letters and follow the directions contained 
in them and keep separate accounts of the said goods, carrying 
out the orders which I have given him, I have not time to write 
more because tlie time is goiic. Commending you to the gractous 
protection of Almighty GotI, I greet you and your wife and yom 
father*' and all the old acquaintances heartily. 

•St Christopher: an island in the West ladict. 
• v. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, £.114. 
Wolfert Gerritas van Couvenboveii. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Ulrich LupolU**^ 

May ij, j6j<^ 

S*" vlrich Lupolt, in New Netherland 

The 13th -of May 1O39, iu Ani>icrdam 
Worthy, priulcnt, very (hscrecl Sir: 1 find myself with your 
honor's favor of the uih of .\u^n>i K^S, but a> the wind forces 
nic to be brief, 1 can not rei)ly as 1 ouglit. I thank your honor 
for your friendly otTer and would not in the least have your honor 
i^et in any way into dilTiculiy on niy accoutit. I seek your honor's 
favor and assistance only where it tloes not interfere with the serv- 
ice of your honor's masters and my lawfully obtained l-Yeedoms 
and Jixemptions of Xew Xetherland (olTered by the Assembly of 
the XIX to all the i)articii)antN) , especially in sending people and 
good>5 again at the first opportunity and in the most convenient 
way to the colony, so that they may not be detained; in this you 
can assist me; 1 shall not neglect to be grateful. I have already 
recommended you to the lords directors with whom I am acquainted 
and think tliat your honor will now have a better place than the 
office of fiscal has been, wherewith ending, I commend your honor 
after hearty greetings to the gracious protection of Almighty God 
and remain. I thank your honor most sincerely for friendship 
formerly shown me. 

KUiaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^ 

■ 

June I J, j6j(^ 

Toussain Muijssart, at Leyden 

This nth of June i63<), in Amsterdam 
I received yours of the 2<Slh instant, also the i^O():yy2 from S^. 
Daniel and rauivcl Godijn on the 6th instant, making with the 
£290:12^ for the blankets 600 guilders'" cretlited to the account 
of Mr JoJian dc lact for his tenth share in the consigrmients pur- 
chased for our colony and its other expenses ; also the 600 guilders 
which by previous letter you made me pay for your tenth as afore- 
said, all subject to proper audit and further settlement. As to our 

•F. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.114. 

• v. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.w^h. The heading and firit line of thia letter aM is 
the handwriting of Kiliaen van Rensju-Lirr. 
**It will be noticed that the amounts do not check. 

29 
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goods, of which notice was given and which were in the store- 
house in time, they were twice sent to the Texel by Hghter but 
could not be loaded in the ship den Harinck on account o| lack of 
room and consequently came back again, except the iron and steel 
and smith's coal and a few other goods which were taken, as well 
as all our people, to the number of about 12 persons. I was very 
angry, as I had reason to be, and the Company or its commissioners 
finding tlicir mistake have hired another ship to go thither and to 
transport our goods, but when that will get to sea I do not know. 
It is a great loss to us ; we had a fine cargo, anaounting to more 
than £4500, which will still bring us good returns if it can be 
gotten to the colony before winter, otherwise we shall lose a year's 
time; this Mr de lact ought at a convenient time and with courtesy 
to urge on Mr Cocnradus and the other directors and show them 
how their fault results to our prejudice. I should have written 
before but was sorry that they treated us so. Now a ship has 
been chartered, we may still hope for the best 

Kiliaen van Rensielaer to Matthijs Muller'^ 

June II, 163P 

Aljthys MuUer, at the Hague 

This iith of June 1639, ^ Amsterdw 

Ordinance of the patroon concerning the sale and export of 

furs, grain, etc^ . 

August 3, 1639 

Ordinance 

Whereas it is just and fair to prevent and check as much as 
possible all frauds and abuses, and whereas many of them orit^inate 
in the shipment of divers furs and other goods out of the colony 
of Renssclaerswyck by the inhabitants or residents thereof, without 
enteringf them properly or in any way giving notice thereof, 
whereby the Chartered West India Company may very easily be 

n V. R. B. Mss. LtUer Book, f . 1 1 5. The letter itieU it not found but only the nddrciw 

and il.itf. ^ 
n y. R. B. Mss, Letter Book. f.i64b. 
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deprived and clieated of its dues and their patruuu uf his profits. 
Therefore, tlie aforesaid lord patroon, in order to prevent such 
evil, a^ well as for other reasons, ha^ seen fit hereby earnestly to 
admonish and strictly to enjoin all suhjects and inhabitants of the 
said colony that no one of them, whoever he may be, may send 
out of the aforesaid colony, by himself or b\- the servants of the 
aforesaid Company or by any one else, either directly or indirectly, 
any furs, tobacco or other g<Joils, whether by water «.)r by land, 
up or down, to the nianliataiis or to the fatherland or wherever 
el>e it niay be, without having legally and properly entered and 
given notice of the same in writing, lM>lh to the .secretary anil to 
the rejjresentative of the patroon, to each sejiarately (and this 
before any one has loa<ied or shippe 1 any of the i;oo is in the 
ships, sloops, canoe> < *r other vessel- ), with declaration as in the pa- 
troon's share therein, everNthing on pain of forfeiture of the 
said i^oods liy the sender to the patroon^ who shall have the <lis- 
posal of them, which afore^aid secretary and representative must 
each for himself keep accurate accounts thereof and furnish the 
senders with j)roper certificates. And in order that no one may 
be exemjit therefrom, the aforesaid secretary and representative 
nni>t, each for himself, notify the suj)ercarL;o of the vessel of the 
L;o«)(]^ ihey want to sen<l, even if the j^nods bcloUL; to the patroon, 
on forfeiture and disposal as above, and no shipments which have 
not been legally entered shall be sent. And in onler that the 
aforesaid lord patroon may not be deprived of his share of the 
grain, tobacco and other products, no farmers, tobacco planters 
or tlic like, in his employ and under special contract, shall be 
allowed to alienate, sell or deliver, to whomsoever it may be, any 
grain, tobacco, products of the soil, animals or whatever else it 
may be, in wdiich the patroon has a share, without notice to and 
knowledge and consent of the secretary, representative and super- 
cargo of the vessel, each one separately, or at least two of them, 
with the exception of the tithes which shall be in the hands of 
the receiver of the tithes. And in case any one do this without 
knowledge and consent as above, the half share of the concealer 
shall be void and forfeited, whenever it shall be discovered or 
become known, to wit, one fourth part to the officer and the other 
three fourth parts to the secretary, the rejtrc . tuative and the 
supercargo of the vessel, on condition that they take care, jointly 
and separately, before they divide, that the patroon's half be 
properly accounted for and turned over to him. And as the office 
of officer or schout is at present still vacant, the fourth part bc- 
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longing to the officer shall be divided into three parts and given 
to the secretary, the representative and the supercargo o£ the 
vessel, whicli tliree shall provisonally and until further orders per* 
form the duties of officer, the secretary having the precedence. 
And the council of the aforesaid colony is hereby ordered and 
authorized to declare such goods confiscated and to proceed against 
the violators of this ordinance as according to circumstances they 
shall see fit, as none of them ought to permit the aforesaid lord 
and patroon to be in any wise injured in his rights or share, or to 
connive thereat, in view of the fact that he is far away and can 
not be present to protect his rights. The aforesaid council shall 
also see to it that this present ordinance be properly proclaimed 
and recorded by the secretary and tliat this ordinance be made 
known to all the inhabitants, subjects or residents in the said 
colony (without however admitting any residents) by posting of 
public notices, proclamation, personal notification or otherwise, in 
order that no one may claim exemption on account of ignorance, 
and if the council be neglectful herein, tliey will be held respon- 
sible, since the rights of the aforesaid West India Company and 
the profit of their patroon are most vitally concerned in this matter. 
For which purpose the lord patroon has sealed this original instru- 
ment with the seal of the colony and signed it with his own hand. 
In Amsterdam, this third of August 1639. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Arent van Curler^ 

August 4, i6jp 

Arendtt Van Curler, in New Netherland 

In Amsterdam, this 4th of August 1639 
Mon Cousyn: Enclosed I send you a copy of my previous letter 
sent by the ship den Harinck ; this you must also do, that is, send by 
each ship copies of what was sent by the preceding one, as the 
ships may meet with disaster, as did the ship de liefde, which lately 
sailed from there and was taken here close to land by the Dunkirk- 
ers. All the letters and papers were torn and thrown overboard 
and I received not a word of writing from any one, for which I am 
very sorry, as I do not know how matters stand there. Dirck 
stypeF^ told me a good deal by word of mouth but he has acted 

" y. R. B. Mss. I.cf.fr Book. Ttij. 

** Dirck Stipel was appointed by the director and council of New Netherland, June j, 
1638, u wachtmcester, or cominander. of Port Orange, at a salary of lo guilden a 
month, to commence July iSt i6j8; tee N. Y. Col. Mu, i:io. 
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in a rash way here, so that I fear that he has told me lies. He is 
at present not to be found, though the banns for his marriage were 
published last Sunday for the third time, and he does not appear. 
He told me that on the east side six farms were completed besides 
the house of Comelis tnascn which they were building; further, that 
this year I had already obtained 12 heifer calves in the colony, also 
that Commander kyeft had settled accounts with you and breeder 
Comelissen and sent a draft for about 8000 guilders by the captured 
ship, and many other things which I doubt very much. If it is true, 
another draft must be sent to me at the first opportunity. Although 
the lords directors had agreed with me that they would deliver there 
furs or merchandise for the grain, which agreement has been sent 
by den harinck, I am satisfied if this be done for the future; but 
the aforesaid draft must be sent to me and you must not take goods 
for it, as I send herewith by the ship Den engel Gabriel such goods 
as could not be loaded in den karinck, together with many other 
goods, as you can see from the enclosed invoice, the goods sent in 
Den harinck amounting to f 565: 1:8 and those in this ship to 
f6i 12:13, for which I shall expect goo'l returns in furs or drafts. 
If any one of my people should desire any money here in this 
country, have that transferred to the books of the Company in the 
custody of Mr kyeft, in order that they may receive it here from 
the Cbmpaii}'. the amount to be charged to my account of the grain 
furnished. And i>a\' those to whom I owe anything there as far 
as possible in goods or by transferring their accounts and so avoid 
as much as possible issuing any drafts to me. Enclosed b a seated 
ordinance for the council to pass and put into effect in the colony, 
tojjether with sealed instructions for Comelis Theunissen and the 
copy of a detailed memorandum of pajTncnts to the pc<>i)lc; also 
four authentic copies of commissions for yourself, for Comelis 
Theunissen, for pieter Comelissen and maurits Jansen van broeck- 
huysen, the sealed originals of which were sent by the ship den 
harinck; also a copy of the memorial marked NR; from all of 
which, as well as from the copy of the last letter and from this 
letter, you can sufficiently un<lerstand my meaning and intention. 
Please record and copy all [the documents] and observe everything 
carefully, for in that way you will do me and yourself a service, 
but It can not be done without pains an<I I shall soon find out whether 
you can carry out my plans or whether I must make other arrange- 
ments. Now has come the time that you can advance yourself, 
therefore avail yourself of it. Read and reread all my writings as 
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iiuicli as possible; if you do not spare pains you will .q;ct more 
oxprrit'iicc from tlicm than a youiitj man acqm'res who stays four 
years with a master and pays in a<Miliiiii loo dacldcrs a year. lUit 
you must not spare (juills and i)aper and \\n\>t reply at length an<l 
pnnetually to everything I write, not from memory, hut hy placing 
liefore you my letters and instructions and answering point for 
point. an<l dn n«>t fnllow your own mintl but the will an<l intention 
of your master. If any one opposes you, give me cliscreet infor- 
niati(tn and I shall '-tipjiort you, and do not listen to people who 
seek their own advantage. 

In Ixi.x Xo. O.O. is a wr.oden model of a small church please 
use <liligence in erecting il at the least cost, if the [building <>f the'i 
farmhouse'; does not prevent it. I have at CrnliU) a farmlmuse 
of that >liapc. which is hn feet wide. This church woul<l lie l)Ut 
4.S feet wi<le, so that it ought not to co^t so very nuich. Ihtwever. 
the upper structure is .somewhat heavier a»id a story higher. It 
is my delinite intention that this church he put opposite Castle 
Island, north of the small gr .ve'*' and south of the farm of Gcrrii 
dc rcHX, deceased, not far from the small grove on a small hill,^^ 
near or on tlic hank of the river. Cornells Thcunisscn wotil<l per- 
haps rather have it on the west side of the river, but I am firmly 
resolved to have it on the east side, at the aforesaid spot. Near 
this church ought to be built also a flwelling for the minister and 
one for the sexton and this at the lea<t expense; to this end the 
eight farmers should bring the limbers to the required place, Pietcr 
Contclisscfi furnish the boards cheap and the smith and especially 
the carj)enters work diligently. Inquire some time what they 
would ask for wages for these three bni! lings with a palisade^® 
around the churchyard and write mc al)out it at the earliest oppor- 
tunity. f(^r as long as there is no minister it can stand some delay. 
It depetuls too oti whether pietcr CoritcUssen will receive enough 
in tithes to pay the expenses of the church and the salary of the 
minister, but tithes will increase year b\ year if the [number of] 
farms increases somewhat, for which I long very much ; I also 
hope that it may go better henceforth than it has thus far. You 
must in every way look out to whom you give merchandise and 
keep distinct records and send me the accounts of what was sent 
over last and of the skins received in return. I have insured (100 

• 

^Jnde Cassc A'o. O.O, Iccht ccn houtsmodcl ran een kcrc.tkcn. 

bosgen. 
" f/> ccn hotycUtgen. 
pallitsade. 
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>kin^ to be sent in den harinck and in this ship. You can j^overn 
yourself accordingly and send me as many as you can possibly get, 
and inasmuch as I iiave injured them, if ynu can not get them 
otherwise, try tcj ol)tain sr>me from Coinmander kyeft for grain, 
or buy some from the freemen or ntlurs for merchandise, or in 
whatever way seems best, in order tliat in these two ships the 600 
beavers which are already insured may l>e sent (ncr and this for 
my own account, as the insurance would be void and of no value 
if any one else should share therein. Von must be very careful 
about that, as otherwise I might easily spend money uselessly and 
not be insured. P.ut what is sent for my account must be ex- 
pressly stated in the letters and bills of lading and no one should 
send anything that (k)cs not belong to me, as I have insured my 
own goods only and not other people's. Therefore do not allow 
anybody to send anything that dr)cs not belong to me; if any one 
should want to send anything to me. he may do so on his own 
account but not under my name. I sliould also be pleased, and it 
would be advantageous to the people, if some of the mechanics and 
others would build their houses around the church, as for instance 
rcycr Stoifclscn Smith, who would be nearer to the farms there 
tlian anywdierc else; also the wheelwright, the carpenter and such 
like, but as they arc freemen, I can not command them. However, 
you will not neglect to inform them of my pleasure in the matter. 
Pay close attention also to the inland trade, giving the j^eople of 
the colony merchandise for furs and selling such furs again for mer- 
chandise at the manhatcs or to other people, which said merchandise 
you could in turn exchange for furs in the colony and in this way 
do me a great service: however you nnist not trade on credit but 
exchange goods for goods and I will take notice of your services 
and give you a proper share of the profits which you reali/.e, or 
advance you. It <lepends only on good management to bring the 
most of the trade at Fort Orange, aside from that of the Company, 
into my hands™ but if you want to mix your private interests with 
this and seek your own advantage, you will spoil one thing as well 
as the otlier, for which you must look out. Wherewith ending, I 
commend you to the gracious protection of .Mmighty God and 
greet you heartily from iis all. I shall not have time to write to 
any one else, especially to pictcr Coniclisscn and albert andrycscn. 
whom I wrote by den harinck; for fear the [letters] were not 

* htt en tnancqueert macr aen Rort bcleyt onidc tnccstc haudelingt vant fort orangitn 
bujfttn d* Comf, atn my U brengtn. 
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received, I send enclosed copies which you will hand them or copy. 
But if they received the originals by den harinck, you may keep 
them or tear them up. Give my greetings to Claes Jansen van 
naerden and recommend to him to see to the putting up of build- 
ings on my farms, to set a good example to the men, in everything 
to serve my best interests and to build the church in such a way 
that he may be proud of it. Greet also my cousin vtaurits laiiscn, 
recommending him to be diligent and economical and not to do like 
others but to be straightforward. Greet also the other farmers, 
urging every one to be faithful and diligent, and do not forget 
Cornells Thcunisscn, readiiig to liiin his sealed instructions and 
urging him to observe tlictii carefully and to assist you with his 
best advice. Thys harcntscn ScliociUiU'ckcr still owes me a goofl 
deal ; let him pay you in skins at a reasonable price. You must 
know that beaver skins have q^onc down at least two guilders i)er 
marketable skin and. since tlioy arc sent at my risk, that you must 
get them proportionately cheap. Do not tell anybody that 1 have 
insured some skins. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to WiUem Kieft^ 

August 4, j6s9 

WUlem Kieft, in New Netherland 

In .Amsterdam, this 4th of August 16^0 
Hccr Direct cur: On the 12th of May last, by the sliiji den 
harinck, I advised your lionnr at length and also sent the invnice 
of the goods amounting to f455i 14, wlnVh T intended to ship on 
my account and which were in the warehouse in plentv of time 
but had to he left out of the ship on account of lack of room. On 
my showing my fli><satisfac~ti« >n about this, the lords directors 
resolved to let the present ship den eui^el Gahriel follow (which 
has taken already jiretty long) : as the fault was on their side 
and I had given notice of my c^M^ods at lea^-t six weeks l)efore the 
dejiarturc of den harinck. they are themselves the cause of 
this double expense. T send enclosed the invoice of wdiat I have 
bought since the foniuT invoice, amoimting to fji 26:4:8, at the 
utmost, includint,^ expenses, which tor;ether with the preceding con- 
signment of f455i :4. amounts to fr')^^^ :,9 :8. TTereof lias been 
shipped in den harinck £565:1 :8, consisting of ironwork and smith's 

'^y.R.B.Mss, Letter Book, f.tt6. In the handwriting of Kiltaen van Renwdier. 
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coal i,liippcd by J cronimns la crois to the amount of £459:9; a 
small i.(|u;irc box No. D.l). at (87:0:8; a small keg of soap No. V, 
at fi8:8. The rest, amounting to 10112:13,^' goes in this ship, of 
which the lords directors will >cnd your honor the invoice and if 
they fail to do so, which 1 h<>])c they w ill not, your honor can see 
[what this rest from my invoice scut by den hariiick and the en- 
closed additional invc^icc ii>elf. May Almighty God watch over it 
all that it may arrive in time to be sent to the colony before winter, 
in turtheriug wliicU your honors diligence will oblige me ex- 
ceedingly. 

Since my la.>.t letter 1 have learned to my sorrow that the ship 
de lijcfdc wliich was nearly safe before 't VHje^ (which it did 
not want to enter) was taken by the Dunkirkers between there and 
the Texel, all letters and pai)ers being cut to pieces"* and thrown 
overboard, so that 1 have not received a word of writing, though 
I am told that there were many letters addressed to me, especially 
one from your honor, the loss of which annoys me exceedingly, 
as it seems to have contained aii order on the Company for a 
considera}.<le sum which I can not demand now for lack of advice 
and proof. If this is so it nuist be for grain furnished, the pay 
for whidi I shall now have to forego so mucli longer. I request 
your honor therefore and shall depend on you to send me another 
order, as well as copies of your honor's letters. I had agreed with 
the Company that your honor should there pay for my grain in 
furs, merchandise, money or credits, and your honor has been 
notified hereof by den harinck, but as it has not been done that 
way now, I shall once more expect the aforesaid order on the 
Company and hope that in the future the grain which is furnished 
your honor will be paid for in merchandise or furs as aforesaid. 
I send herewith a copy of my last letter sent by den harinck, but 
as I hope that the originals have arrived safely I keep tlie [copies 
of the] documents and papers which were sent to your honor with 
the original letter. / send your honor also a power of attorney 
from the heirs of Gerrit de rcux, deceased, which I accept for so 
far as I am concerned^ requesting your honor to send all the papers, 
goods and effects, together ivith the inventory of the said de Reux 
to me, in order to settle all accounts tvith the said heirs, I should 
alsc^ be very glad to know your honor*s future intentions regard- 

It will be Men that the amounts here given do not check properly. 
"Tbe Vlie; channel between the islanda of Vlieland and Teracbetlinf, on the norUi 
coait ot Holland. 

** IN stucken getntitn, 

** This pasMge ia underlined in the LtHtr Book 
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ing my grain, whether I must expect beaver skins or merchandise 
or other payment for it, for if beavers, I could insure them here 
if I knew in advance how many to expect and by what ship, and if 
merchandise, 1 would send so much less from here, so that this 
ignorance of what tu expect is quite detrimental to me. Mean- 
while, the farmers who have their share in the grain might wish 
to go insuretl under my name and 1 might suffer loss, as would 
have happened if 1 luid had beaver skins in the ship dc lijcfdc. 
And as 1 have as \et no one among my people who has any 
business trainini^, ) a^k you kindly to help them a little in tirauin^ 
up hills of IaiHii|^ and other receii>ts in order that in case of loss 
1 may satisfy the insurance a.i;ents and that no tnie's goods may 
be mixid wilh mine. In the h(»j)c <»f a i^ooii c<,>nsi|^nnient hutii b\ 
the ship (it'll luiriiuk and by this ^hip, 1 have insured 6utj heaver 
skins on the home vi )\ ac^e. If my i)e(»ple should not he able to 
send that nuniher in boih ships, |)lease to add some at my risk, 
in payment for the t;rain which 1 furnished ^ince tiie aforesaid 
order on the Company, in order that 1 may not have to ask fur any 
reljate from the insurance agents. Said beaver skins must also 
be entered on my bill of lading under my name. Your honor can 
do this in conformity with the letter from the lords directors and 
it wouitl be an accomnioilation with respect to the rebate; also, 
since the said beavers have so mucli depreciated, a price of {4^ j 
a lb, accoi<liug u> the former ie>olution of the council there, is 
not as favorable lo me as \our honor ha> made it out to be. 1 
have written to my peoi)le that they inu^t pay the duty on my 
furs to your honor, ])ut in view «>f the fact tliat the freight of the 
merchandi^e nmst be paid there, the lor(k directors would Ix; 
pleased ir» receive the duty here, as I have always done formerly 
and even now recently with /:/<■<>/' pliiiwk. In that ca>e my ac- 
count there siionld not \k- charged with it. Idle 15th article of 
the i'deedoms says aNo cKarlv tiiat thi- guilder on each merchant- 
able skin must be paid here. 1 iiUende'l to send several farm 
laborers by this ^hip. but Piniik' Stijprl, on whom I relied, has 
deceived me. ddie baims for his marriage were published here 
for the third time; at ]iresent he can not be found. Apparently 
\\c has t^ld nie main lie^, so that I am anxious to i^et coj)ies of the 
letters sent by de lijcfdc together wilh the new ones. Vale. 
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Instructions to Comelis Teimisz van Breuckelen as repre- 
sentative of the patroon^ 

August 4, 1639 

Instructions f<>r Coniclis Tlwunisscn laii brcuckci, rciirc-ciitativi- nt 
the patrooii and tlic parliripants of tlic colony of Kcn^>clac'rs- 
u vrk. acc" >i (linu i,) wliicli a.s well as oilier | rules] he must 
govern liinihclf in dcfciuling llie ri<^hts ul iiis lord and master 

First, he shall take care and help bring it alxjut that means be 
found to pay the persons connected witii ihc einirch and tlie govcm- 
nit ii! and to that end give the receiver of the tithes every possible 
help ami assistance; also at the least expense to the patroon further 
the erection of the church, a model of which is sent herewith (and 
which must be put up north of tlu- pine grove and south of the 
farm of de iaets burch on a hill w hieh is there near the river)*^ 
seeking to contract for tin -ame with the carpenters and writing to 
me what wages they ask; also, further the erection of a dwelUng 
house for the minister and one for the sexton, and if necessary 
cause them to be surrounded with palisades, for which the eight 
farmers ought to bring the timber to the place and to which others 
must contribute proportionally. 

Next, he shall sec to it that the council of the colony shall as a 
rule be complete and consist of seven capable persons, or, when the 
inhabitants increase, of nine persons, leaving vacant the following 
three places till they shall be filled by the patroon by commissions 
under seal : first, the place of director general of the colony till the 
patroon shall qualify somebody for it; secondly, the place of opper- 
commis of the colony till such time as aforesaid ; thirdly, the place 
of officer of justice till such time as aforesaid. And as the place of 
officer of justice ought not to be vacant, the patroon has provision- 
ally and till further orders qualified thereto the following three 
persons: Arundt Van Curler, who is at the same time secretary 
and bookkeeper ; Cornclis Thcunissen van breuckel, who is also rep- 
resentative of the patroon and of the participants of the colony; 
Pieter Cornelissen van tnunnekendam, who is also receiver of the 
tithes and supercargo of the vessel. Which three persons, for the 
prevention of all disorder, abuse, violence and trouble, shall in good 

" y. R. B. Mss, LetUr Book, f.165. Extracts in V. R. B. Mss 36. 

** moddtl vafidTf kereke (die gestett sell warden, benoordeu ket grene bos, tndt 
bttmydem de bouwerye vanJc hcts burck, op ten koockie dit oMaor it bydo roviero) 
itt hfftr uovont gttonden wordt. 
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accord fill the place of ufticcr ami execute the same cither by unan- 
iinily or majority of votes, wilhoiU however outvoting arcnt 7an 
Curler, to \vh<jm the care of the ulhce is chiciiy entrusted though lie 
is to be assibted by the others. 

And as the uflice of oppcr-connnis can not very well be left vacant 
either, since the palroon has already sent various goods and hereby 
sends others, arcnt z'un Corlcr who was engaged as assistant shall 
provisionally and till further orders till the said otlice also. But as 
he already has several positions and the patroon does not dare 
charge him Vvdth so many nur trust him with the j^rovisional ex- 
ecution, he shall accept the aid of Jacob wolfcrtsoi, the son of 
iK'olfcrt (/crritsoi, in the capacity of oiuicr-conunis living at tlie 
ina)iltatans, who has e)lYered his services by letter. But if he should 
nut want to be ondcr-coniDiis, arcnt will have to do the best lie can 
with the advice of Cornell's Tlicufiisscn l an brcuckcl, till the patroon 
sliall make other arrangements according to circumstances. At all 
events he shall take care that the Ixjuks are not neglected and that 
yearly all accounts be closeil and sent over, as well of the farms, 
showing what the lKtu^e,-> cost an<l what the farms yearly produce, 
as of the tobacco i)lantations, sawmills and the like authorized by 
the patroon ; also the yearly accounts of the carpenters, showing 
what profit or loss each one in particular is to him, matters about 
which jacob plane has been very negligent, having brought home 
his books entirely imclosed. And in case arcnt ran Corlcr could not 
clo.se all accounts at the end of the year he must nevertheless send 
the books, as from these the patroon shall best be able to judge of 
his capacity and know whether he can advance him to a higher 
office, for everything depends on the closing of the accounts ami 
without that it is entirely blind man's work. Therefore if arcnt has 
the least hesitation about accepting this office, let him write about it 
at once and the ])atroon will immediately make the necessary ar- 
rangements ; for that he keeps the office open is principally to sec 
what ability arendt has and it depends upon this whether the patroon 
shall let him remain commercial assistant^' or promote him to such 
liiglier office as he shall deem him capable of filling, which is of tlie 
utmost importance with regard to his future advancement, as in 
this way he can climb in a few years higher than he otherwise could 
in many. 

Coming now to the director-generalship of the colony, as the 
other offices are well filled, the patroon can await a favorable op' 

** ossitteM vand* negotie. 
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portunity without luirryitig alxnit it, as time will reveal to liiin who 
will further his interests most and who is most suitable to the office. 

Taking the matter as it is at present, leavini^ open the three 
aforesaid i>laccs, the present cnncil shall consist of arcnt 7 an C''>/7it, 
C(>riu-lis Ihi'iinissi'ii 7(J)i brcuckcl and Pictcr Cornclisscn z'an 
niuntirhriidiiiii . to whom the aforesaid three c< >iuicil< »rs >hall add 
four persotis to l»c -elected from among thosc who have heen coun- 
cilors lie fore r»r other ^uiiahle per^ms who have come later. The 
secretary shall communicate the names of those chosen to the 
patroon who, if he thinks fhcm suitahle, shall ai)]M'ove them, as the 
patroon does not intend that any election of councilors shall he linal 
unless he has nominated or at least apj)roved them. And as to the 
instructions for the aforesaid councilors, the patroon will according 
to circtnnstanccs cau>c them to he drawn up later after careful dc- 
liberation. Meanwhile he warn^ and orders the afore aid councilors 
not to make any changes in. or \n\{ any interpretation upon, the con- 
tracts made here in the fatherland l)y the patroon with any in- 
dividuals, as he begins to notice already that each contracting party 
is inclined to interpret and violate the contract made with his jKitroon 
according to his own liking, whereas the i)atroon intends that all 
contracts made witli him here in the fatherland shall be sul)ject to 
the judicature of this country, to which the patroon also freely 
submits himself, not wanting in the least to be a judge in his own 
case. However, if any necessary or useful changes not intended for 
selfish purposes are needed in the coturacts made, the representative 
of the patroon shall prr»pose them to the council in the presence of 
the party interested, if they come from the side of the patrr)nn. or 
coming from the side of the contracting party, such person shall 
propose them in the presence of the representative, whereupon both 
parties withdrawing, the council shall carefully consider the matter 
without favor or flisfa\i'r 1«> either si<le and finding the change use- 
ful or further interpretation desirable shall cotnmunicate their advice 
to the patroon for hi'^ approval or further order. This thev shall 
do also with regard to all contracts or agreements with the patroon 
for which application may be made in that country. 

Coming now to the private interc<t< r)f the patroon, the repre- 
sentative shall see to it that in the matter of prices of such goods or 
materials as are entered on his accotmt, such as boards or other 
lumber sawn by hand or by the mill, the patroon 1*^ not overcharged 
and, subject to the approval of the patroon. sliall have a schedule of 
prices prepared by neutral persons appointed by the council of the 
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C^Idiiv; aN<) <»f tlu" waives in so far a^ (lu \ arr imt liy contracts 

with the freemen. It is a seltisli |)rinci])le that they want to make 
the patriMin ])ay as much as the\ claim they can ,^et from others 
when one hears in min<l that tliey u-e his hunl)er, lor if they use 
such arj^iiments ag^ainst liim. couM he not maintain witli much 
more reason tliat they ouj^in hrsl to satisfy him for his luml)cr and 
that then lie would he on tlie same hasi^ as other?,? The [)rincipal 
(juestion therefore, a'- far as he is concerneil. is that of the wa^es, 
which he will ij;Ia<lly pay if they are fair, hut he has not the slightest 
intention of purchasinj.; at a hi.uh price his own lumber from people 
to whom he i^ives it for nothing; tiiereforc a tixcl rate ought to be 
<leci<!c<1 upot) as to how nuich he sliall ])ay for all sorts of Ixtards, 
of which he has thus far received U" advice i>r infonuation and the 
representative shall submit the said prices to the patroon's approval. 

The representative shall warn all persons, who are unwilling <tr 
not ready, to hand in their yearly account to the secretary an<l 
book-keeper, or to coiue to him to li(iuii]ate their accounts in con- 
formity to his instructions, and thf)se who refuse to do so after sev- 
eral warnings he shall summon before the council in (»ri!er c'»m- 
pel them thereto by l:iw. lie •-hall aNo sec to it that the ordinance 
relating to the ri'gi^tration au'l shipment of goods as well as to tlic 
delivery r»f grain by the farmers, issued on the third of this month 
and properly sealed and signed, may have its full effect and in ca>e 
any rme shall tnidtMtake to oppose it he shall proceed against iiim 
according to law and seu'l the name to the jiatroon. 

Tie shall also « r to ii that all furs, tobacco or goods which arc 
sent to the falhcrland by the mnimis of the colony or \vh(Wer shall 
fill that place, be properly parkt I and markid. specifying for whose 
account they were sent, and shall proaire three bills of lading or 
receipts Ihcrefor cither from the skipper or from the honorable 
director general of tlic Chartered \\'e-l India Company, one of these 
to be sent to the pati ti w ith the goods, the sccontl to be .sent at the 
next o|i| f rf-mity and the tliinl one to remain there. 

He shall also see ti) it that each year accounts be settled with the 
honorable director general of the afores.u 1 Company as to the grain 
delivered, the accounts to specify whether it was paid for in furs 
or merchandise or otlier goods, always procuring the best advantage 
for the patroon and taking care that the furs be sent to the fatlier- 
land at the first opportunity and in the best ships. 

He shall further see to it that all persons in the colony who need 
any goo<ls shall each year notify thereof the commis or whoever 
takes his place in order that these orders may be sent together to 
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the patroon and the goods bought here in a regular manner and 
sent thither when convenient, as it is inconvenient for the patroon to 
correspond atx>ut this with every one in<livi(lually ; and this he shall 
let every one know. 

He shall also see to it that a sharp distinction be made between 
goods which on the patroon^s behalf are given to any one in discount 
of salary, daily wages, sums due for grain and boards delivered and 
the like and such other goods as are furnished to be bartered for 
furs, which furs must in turn be delivered to the eommis of the 
colony or to his substitute, in conformity with the conditions and 
contract of the freemen heretofore sent by the ship den Harinck, 
and he shall exclude all persons who should want to violate the 
same and in no wise admit to the colony any residents who intend 
to do so. 

It is not the intention of the patroon that his representative shall 
actually perform all that is written al)ove, as every one is charged 
with his own duties, but that he shall see to it and cause those whom 
it concerns to do so and in order that no one may have any d<Mlbt 
that what is above written is the will of his patroon. the said 
patroon has thought fit to seal these instructinns with the seal of the 
colony and to sign the same this fourth of August 1639, in 
Amsterdam. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jonkbeer Cerrit van Amhem^ 

October 2(), i6$9 

Joncker Gerrit van Arnhem, deputy to the assembly of the lli^h 
and Mighty Lords the States General, at the Hapriie 

Thi^ 2()\h of October 1639 
I still find inv'^t'lf wit'i your liotn.r's very a^'reeahle letter dated 
Sef)teml)er 17. •'^•^X, from which I inKicr-tand that it i^ yniir 
honor's sincere opinio!i anil inlcntion conccrninL; the colonics in 
New Netherlaii'l (hat the hr^l occupant > ou-ht not to he preju- 
diced in the rii^hts winch thev hav»' ohtaine<1. to which von add 
that one can not pa^'i coutlitions [in favor of one per-on] which 
arc to the prejn<ltce of another who ha*; already obtained riq^hts ; 
truly the uprij^dit feclin;^'^ of a faithful !nai:i-tratc. and woidd to 
God that all the directors of the Wc-t India Comi^any had the 
same feeling, they would not then pass freedoms contrary to it. 
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It has pleased the Assembly of the XIX in it^ last session, without 
mention of the matter in the call for the meeting, to devise other 
and less liberal freedoms than those of the years 1628 and 1629,® 
and they try to bring me indirectly under tliat yoke and to take 
away from me what I have possessed so long and what has cost 
me so many thousands. The net which they have spread is this, 
that quite improperly they make the heading read : Freedoms and 
Exemptions, etc., for all patroons, master';, or private individuals 
who — N.B. — have planted or who shall plant any colonies in 
New Netherlands which words " have planted " are the venom with 
which they try to poison me. They have kept this so secret that 
I did not know anything about it before the close of the session 
of the XIX and later found it out accidentally when I requested 
Mr Hamel to let me read the said Freedoms, whicli he refused, 
notwithstanding the same in my absence seem to have been read 
in the meeting of the chief participants practically without remark, 
and what has happened further your honor will be able to see from 
the enclosed petition. And as your honor in the aforesaid letter 
was pleased to give me a favorable reply, stating that you would 
gladly see to it that I am not injured in my good rights, and also 
because your honor, the first named of the committee of their High 
Mightinesses, is also appointed to investigate my case, I take the 
liberty to address myself to your honor in the first place, the 
matter being now so much more dangerous than when through 
the earnest appeal of the honorable Burgomaster Coenradus in 
brief these words were inserted, namely "that no one — N.B. — 
henceforth or hereafter," and now in his honor's absence instead 
of "hereafter," we get practically the sense of "here before." 
which is a shameful distortion and a sly Italian trick; where it 
comes from I do not know. Inasmuch then as this is as much 
more dangerous as no differs from yes,**^ I must be more careful 
and such persons ought to be given a sharp reprimand for this 
distortion by their High Mightinesses. My request is that your 
honor wilt please once more take trouble and in your capacity as 
member of the committee present the accompanying petition at the 
meeting of their High Mightinesses, or else to have this done by 
the Hon. Mr van voorhouf?^ deputy to the XIX ; as I had no cer- 
tain knowledge of this deceit till the very last, I had the honor 

^ nndrf tmitr vrxhcch n tr hcrnmrn n!^ dif '.uxnde Jaren l6:S en ifiyf. 

" Dewijle dan deesen soo veel t'pericuUuser is ah h«i nttn mm het toe vertehettt 

*> Dujrst van Voorhoiit; tee pof. fi^ fo Col tflff. N. Y,, ltio6. 
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to speak to his honor about it but once, the day before his de- 
parture, at least when I came again the next day he had left : 
however, I think that his lionor pretty well understood the matter. 
Or else, if your hntior docm it advisable, you might have the 
petition handed in by the president of their High Mightinesses; 
whatever your honor may t!o in the matter will be agreeable to 
me. Although the petition may be somewhat prolix, the con 
elusion and my request are very brief, asking only for a certificate 
de twn pracjudicando ''^ in orcler not to be judged without having 
been heard or summoned. I hope tliat their High Mightinesses 
will not refuse me this and I should be still more pleased if your 
honor would send me the same with a letter; or else, if this is too 
much trouble for your honor, if you would indicate to my friend 
fuatfhys mtllcr/'^ the bringer of this letter, from whom he should 
demand my aforesaid petition, with a view of returning it to me. 
If, as I hope, I should obtain an apostil to the above effect, no 
matter how simple it may be, I think that the directors will in the 
future leave me unmolested and not use further tricks, for their 
dispute with me is without foundation, especially now that they 
throw open to everybody the fur trade, about which they have so 
violently disputed and litigated with the patroons. I hope that 
before the end of this year I shall receive some more returns of 
furs, in which case I shall not neglect to <rvj^ \ nnr honor some of the 
best beavers in view of the repeated trouble which your honor 
has had iti this difficult matter. My nephew, the director, has 
come back ; the Company can not convict him on a single point and 
the former fiscal, dincklagcn, who slandered him so shamefully, 
instead of coming himself has sent his wife, and I take it that 
they received such a reply that they will henceforth leave the Hon 
Company and the director unmolested. 

^acte van Nonpreiuditie ; an instrument nfegnarding the patroon's rights. 
"Written Matkys Mmihr, on p. 450. 
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Memorandum of matters for cousin de Casembroot to bring to 
the attention of Secretary Musch** 

November i6s9 

Menioraiuluin of matters for cousin Cascinbroolli''''' to coiniiicnd to 
the attention of the Hon. Secretary Musch 

1639, November 

Wtien the question of New Netherland, or the freedoms lately 
framed by tlic Assembly of the XIX shall be presented to their 
High Mij^htinesscs for approval, that his honorable worship will 
please to remember that the said Assembly of the XIX did, first 
in the year 1628 an<! then in the year 1629 by way of resumption 
and amendment, issue similar Freedoms and Exemptions, upon 
which several patroons cstablishcfl their colonics, of whom some 
indeed have sold theirs to the rrtnii)any ; and that, inasmuch as 
kiliaen van rciissclncr, patrtwu of the colony called Rensselaers- 
wyck, and ackno\vlc(]j:;c(l a-^ such i»atroo!i in several letters*^ from 
their High Mip^htinesses. ha'; so far kept and maintained his 
colony upon the aforesaid I'Vcedoni^. he host's the aforesaid secre- 
tary to recommend that before the-^c now freedoms which arc very 
injurious to him nud his a^-^-iciatc^ are apprwved, their High 
Mightinesses will take care that the af«»re^ai 1 patroons and private 
persons be maintained without prejudice in all the ripfhts and 
possessions which they have alrca Iv ohtaiiud. and that in these 
new I'Veedom^ a clause he insi i icd to the effect that the first occu- 
pant': Caccordijicf t<» article 5) he tiot curtaile<l or prejudiced in 
tlieir arrjiiired rights; to wliicli matter he. trtisscldrr, is obliqued 
tn pay the more dilri^eiit attention a^ the Cnmpanv in these new 
freedoms makes no men! ion whatever of the precedin^^. but on the 
contrary seems to try to inchide hitn under the !iew one<:. callinj;; 
them iJi th.e title, not " Freedonm. etc.. for th't^c who '^hall plant 
colonics or send cattle." but " Freedom^; etc. for those who have 
already platUed colonies or sent cattle and who <;hall vet do so." 
which heini^^ the ca'-e, their TTiiih Miij;^htines«:es wonM withont thei*- 
knowledi^e aiul intention deprive hini. rcnsschwr, of what they have 
already acknowledjj^ed to be his; and as the Hon. Messrs Arnhem 

•* V. R. P. ^r^.'. T.ctirr Book, f - r l- 

^nieht Casembroot h ; f>r(iiiiniAMy Ihc wiilow of Councilor Jnn Leonard de CatcflB* 
broot: sf« note on p. $3$. tfirtit may mean eitlier fcinale cousin or nirce. 
** misfk'fm. 
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and z*an l^'oorhout have some knowledge of this also, the hon^ 
orable secretary is very kindly rcquesteil and prayed to take care, 
when this matter comes up, that no one be tmwittingly defrauded. 
Which doing, etc. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jacob Albeitsz Planck^ 

December p, /djp 

/acop planck, at Edam 

This 9th of December 1639, in Amsterdam 
Having received by the ship den Itarinck the account of the grain 
furnished to the Company and comparing the same with your 
memorandum, I discover some discrepancies which you can no doubt 
explain to me. In your memorandum is written: from Gerrit de 
reux, 1638, 8 April, 169 schcpels of wheat, again 140, again 34, 
again 81 schepels; from Brant Peelen, loS schepels, again 108, 
again 98 schepels; from Cornells theunissen, 115 schepels; together 
853 schepels of wheat. In the account of Director kijeft is written, 
1638, 19 March, from brandt pcclen, 43 schepels; 12 April, from 
jacob phnck, 275 schepels; 18 May, from jacoh phmck, 355 schepels; 
together 673 schepels. Advise me at the earliest opportunity how 
this difference is to be accounted for, that Kijeft pays me less than 
you have noted down. On account of high water, I have suffered 
great loss in my colony, both in grain and in anim&ls which were 
drowned. It is the Lord*s will and we must have patience. On 
the other hand, eight farms have been established which have a 
surplus of horses but are much short of cattle. When you meet 
some good farm laborers, please keep an eye on them, as I intend 
to send some more thither. 

* 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart*^ 

May 3, 16.10 

Toussain Muijssari^ at Ltydt Ti 

Tti Ani^tct'lani. tlii^ 3-! <>f May \(K\n 
Yours witli till' ij (luflVls anil 25 Mankels in t\v«> packaL;r- rc- 
ccivc'l. I <k'cm it a^lvisablc to keep the nicfs^' and have eredited 
the amount L;ni! ler« 16 st on [your share of j the seventh as- 
sessment for the colony. As I have alrca«iy paid for tlie greater 

•» y. R. B. Ms$. teller Book, t.i ijh. This Ictlcr is in the bantlwriting of Kiliaen van 

Rens"sclacT. 

^V.R.B.&iu. Letter Book, f.ii8. 
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part of tlio car^o wliicli we shall send and as I shall al^o have to 
provide the assessment of tri/y toijether with tlic money required 
for buyiiiL; him out, I am quite sliort of funds. Please therefore 
do me the kindness to request Mr Jr Uwt that his lionor will plea-(^ 
send me his quota, beini; (kxj guilders, at the lirst opportunity. I 
hope that the l.nrd will grant us good returns. 

The Campen duifels 1 have also in the house. They contain a 
good many yards more than those from Leyden and are at least 
two or three lingers wider. Before I pack them. I shall com- 
pare them with the others and see which I like better at the price. 

I shall expect the three blankets at the first opportunity, as the 
ship is beginning to make preparations. I have alrcatly engager! 
four worthy farm laborers and two free men and it seems that 
the daughters of brant pcclen are both resolving to go along, while 
their father hopes to secure some boys also, so that I hope that no 
less than 12 persons will go to the colony; may God protect tliem. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^ 

May 7, 1640 
Toussain Aluijssart, at Leyden 

This 7tli of May 1640 

Your favor of the 5th received. I shall expect the three blankets 
at the earliest opportunity and also examine closely into the re- 
spective qualities of the Campen and Leyden <luflfels. We were 
already last Saturday busy comparing them. In general the Cam- 
pen duffels are much wider than those from Leyden, but that is not 
strange as I had them made that way on purpose. The pieces are 
also about 10 yards longer than those from Leyden. The wool 
of one of the consignments from Campen, for I have two of them, 
is also fully as good as that of the other but the red color of the 
Leyden duffels is superior. We» shall look into this more closely 
yet and weigh every piece to sec how much wool it contains, and 
for our guidance make a note of the quality, the price, the color 
and whatever else is of importance. I .sec your advice as to the 
tobacco. I have a hard time selling it; there are many people that 
look at it but few that make an offer. 

I am further surprised and grieved that Mr de lact refuses to 
pay his quota unless I declare myself as to my understanding of 

*y.R.B.M*t, Utter Book, f.118. 
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the patroonship. It seems to me that this request is made of me 
at an inopportune time, as the goods have been bought at common 
expense and nearly all are paid for and as this declaration needs 
ripe deliberation and consideration, so that I can not make it so 
promptly without perhaps injuring myself. This declaration I 
make with all my heart over my signature, that I do not seek In the 
least to defraud any one of the participants of what belongs to them, 
trusting tliat they in the same way will not curtail me in my rights 
of prerogative or patroonship, for which I refer to the documents, 
the discussions and the Freedoms granted by the Assembly of the 
XIX concerning it ; all of which is plain and clear and to my knowl- 
edge without any obscurity, and according to tliis I have from the 
beginning uil now governed myself witliuut to my knowledge liaving 
in any way extended or exccr !c<l my power. 1 liave also given 
notice of everything I did and in the matter of contrifnitionh and 
mercliandisc, usually taken special advice of the participants and 
frequently a^ked Mr dc iarl in particular to read the reports of 
tho:>e who went to the colony and returned from there, wliere- 
upon his hon(jr lias usually acted as if he cared little, which gives 
nie the more reason to be surprised that he should at present be so 
particular. At our last conference I noticed that there was some 
dissatisfaction; had the cause of it been revealed to me 1 could 
doubtless have remove*! it, but not being aware that in ten years 
there has been any misunder>tanding between me and any of my co- 
participants, 1 thought it quite alarming that at the sai<l conference 
so much stress was laid on an ex[)lanatioii of the patroonsliip, as the 
documents concerning it, which by subsequent resolutions con- 
tinued from year to year have been further strengthened and con- 
finned, arc at luuul. And if in anything I have gone too far or 
curtailed the rights of the participants. I wi^h that it had been 
pointed out to me. All these years I have a> a rule, coming now to 
the main point, hail all the burden, care and trouble and from 
none of the particii)ants received any as:-istance except when it 
happetied to suit one or the other. I have also, in order to de- 
liberate on certain points, called variuu> meetinc^s at wliich perchance 
one or two, but as a rule no one, a})peared, every one appealing 
to his private affairs [as an excuse]. Idnding now to my joy 
that the last meeting on the contrary was very fully attended, I 
hoped that our bu>ine---> would relate to the j)<»ints stated in the call 
issue'! by me and tliat tlie partici])ants would leave me the lienor of 
presiding over the said meeting, but instead I found that my ques- 
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tions for consideration were either forg(»ttcn or unknown and that 
business was introduced not from my side but from the side of 
tlie participants, very much like a separate body ajjainst me. Such 
things, Mr Muijssart, ought not to occur or the colony is ruined. 
There is, there should be and there must be but one head to rule the 
colony or we shall be in each other's way. Each one will think he 
knows what is best and meanwhile nothing but quarreling can be 
expected, as in the colony of Swanenda!, which was placed under 
a board of directors ;^ this is proved by experience. Truly I should 
be unhappy if, after I have had so much expense and trouble, others 
should knock over my foundations now that business looks bright, 
and so injure themselves ami me. I hope that I respect my partici- 
pants enough to heed their advice and recommendations so carefully 
that they have nothing more to wish for themselves, to render true 
accounts and to let them see, read, yes, gladly and willingly to 
let them have copy of, everything that concerns them, but I do not 
in the least approve of, much less do I want to subject myself to, 
the proposition of Mr de laet, among otlier things, that a case be 
made in which to lock all the books and papers and that to this 
case there shall be two keys, one to be kept by me and the other by 
some one of the participants, in such way that I should have to 
trust the participants with a key to go over all my papers while they 
do not seem' to trust mc by myself and alone to keep the papers in 
which they are concerned also. To tell the truth, though I am 
not as learned as Mr de Laet, I can easily foresee the consequence 
of this work. Pray, which of the two plans is the better for the 
participants, that the patroon, who also has the largest interest, 
alone keep the papers, and let the participants see them and have 
a copy of them, or that there be two keepers, each of whom has a 
key? If they can each get at the papers and unlock the case and 
anything should be missed, of whom of the two can it be demanded? 
If they must come tt)gcthcr before they can get at the i);ii)crs, would 
not the patroon then be locked out of his own house by the partici- 
pants and instead of the head become the tail ? What reason have 
the participants to trust their copartit4> mts more than the patroon, 
arnd the said participants having in turn become suspect, could not 
each of die remaining i>ariicipants claim a key also, and would 
the papers not be kept well then? In short, Mr Muijssart, I see 
well that there must be somebody who makes the others dissatisfied. 
I can not help that ; I do not desire greater rights than I have and 
they can not leave mc less. Please to greet Mr de laet from mc 

v*9fko0fdich mtrdt gematekt; literally, which was made oianjr headed 
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and ask his honor to be pleased to pay his assessment, as otherwise 
it will cause great confusion. When we left each other I did 
not know but that Mr de laet was satisfied and I promise on my 
side to do all that an honest man and a Christian ought to do and 
more I can not say. If Mr de Laet pleases to hold back his money, 
it is already provided, and herewith I commend you, etc 

We have further examined the (hiftcK and find that the wool, 
workiiiaiu-hip and olur ot the Leydrn make arc better (.»r at lea?t 
as good a> those of C'anij)en, hnt thr\ arc fully two inches nanuwer, 
whicli we niu^t keep in mind in the intnie. A< to the three gray- 
colored dutlels, there i>. great mi^nn:ler>tan' iing. They should be 
only steel blue and not gra\ ; tbe\ w ill not >ell as well as if tiiey were 
white. Another time we mn>t sen 1 a <|nantity of white ones among 
thent, whieh may jierhaps bring as 1^1 km! a price as the coliued ones, 
but tiiey nnist be wa^lied quite clean and be as white as chalk, like 
the white blankets. J ex|)ect the answers of your honor and Mr de 
Laet at the earliest opportunity. 

Kiiiaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^ 

May 14, 1640 
Toussain Muijssart, at Leyden 

The 14th of May 1640 
Yesterday being Sunday, I could not write you an answer for rea- 
sons which I will state later. Today being Monday, I have decided 
(though I expect other merchants who have not seen it to inspect 
the tobacco and though 10 st have been positively offered to me 
for it before) to let your merchants have the said tobacco, in order 
to make these buyers more wide awake another time. I will deal 
with no one unless with your buyers till Friday afternoon, as Wed- 
nesday and Thursday are holidays. The price when they see it 
will be 10 st cash, just as it is,^ without allowance for defects.*^ 
Upon this condition I shall expect the buyers Friday by the first 
boat, as they can hardly come tomorrow. I doubt not but our 
Amsterdam merchants will make pretty long faces, for it seems 
that they collude with one another. I shall also expect a reply to 
my letter with the order to receive the money from Mr de laet, or 

* V. R. B. Mss, Lttter Book, f.ityb. 'ihU letter is in the handwriting of Kiiiaen van 
Rensselaer. 

* meite vvtt t9 Miootten; literally, to push with the foot; to lell a thing « it ii, witbottt 
guaranty. 

■ somdtr refaeti*. 
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else shall have reason for most serious complaint; for up to f4000 
the majority of votes may decide and including this last assessment 
Mr de laet has not yet advanced f40QO, counting the assessments 
and not the sales. 

I have engaged some worthy farm laborers, and the daughters 
of brant peelen go along also, so that already more than 12 persons 
intend to go thither and the goods are already in the storehouse 
of the G>mpany. May the Alimghty direct all well. Vale, 

KiUaen van Rensselaer to Willem Kieft* 
May 25, 1640 
WUlem Kieft, director in New Netherland 

25 May 1640 

The bringer of this letter, henirick van dijck, who sails to New 
Netherland on the ship den tvaterhont, as military commander, 
being at present still fiscal of the militai } court^ of the province of 
Utrecht, which office he has held for five years, during which he 
has been mainly employed in the service of the country, has asked 
me to give him a few lines of recommendation to your honor. See- 
ing his ability and his rank, which your honor can further learn from 
his commission from the honorable lords directors and find out by 
experience, and because some of my friends in the government of 
the city of Utrecht declared to me yesterday that they were well 
acquainted with tlie said person, I can not help recommending him 
to your honor for such favors as the service of the Company in 
accordance with his commission and instructions and your honor's 
affection and inclination will in anywise allow, by which you will 
do me an especial favor which I shall try to' return on every oc- 
casion as much as is in my power. For the rest I refer to my letter, 
which God willing I hope to write to your honor tomorrow, in 
reply to your favor of September 30, 1639, although time presses 
now so that I can hardly get ready. 

Meanwhile, if the time should fail nic, as I have not written any 
letter either to my people or to any one, being busy with the copy- 
ing of the invoice of my goods, I commend my private affairs to 
your honor, etc. Vale. 

• V. R. n. Ms$, Letttr Book, f.iao. Tbit letter Is In the hendwritinf of KUiaen van 

Rensselaer. 

* fiscaet randt Crifghsraet. Piteael is the title of the i>r08ecatinff oflBcer. In Broodon 

Hacdt it is stated that the fiscal Hcmlrick van Dyck " had committed a well known 
murder at Utrecht, and bad been compelled to go from thence on account of it;" see 
Vonoogh von Niom Noderhmd and Brttdon Ratdt, translated by H. C Murphy. N. Y. 
1854. P* >7J* 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Willem Kieft* 
May 2^, 1640 
Willem Kieft, director in New Netherland 

29 May 1640 

At the kind and urgent request of the commander of the militia, 
called Hendrick van Dyck, who sails thither in the ship den water- 
Hondf, I could not help giving him a short letter of recommendation 
to your honor, though I sufficiently gave him to understand that 
your honor was not in any way bound to pay attention to my 
recommendation. Please therefore to excuse my taking such liberty. 
I trust that he correctly stated his function to me, as I have read 
neither his commission nor his instructions from the lords directors, 
which -were none of my business. During the little conversation 
which I had with him I noticed in him some good qualities both as 
to his intelligence and courage, which will be of great service to your 
honor. Though it was not my business, I talked also briefly with 
him about the extent of his commission as compared with that of 
your honor as director general. He said frankly that he was con- 
tent with the command over the militia, recognizing your honor as 
director general, so that I hope that your honor will in every way 
be satisfied with his service, as he must have learned by experience 
what rank every one is entitled to according to his commission. 
He offered also in case of disturbance in my colony to assist me 
with some soldiers, and as I know that (unless his commission is 
broader than I suppose) this can not be done without your honor's 
order, I request your honor in all kindness, in case of need which 
may easily occur, and if your honor should be asked to do so by 
my cousin Arent Van Corler, to second or rather to fortify him in 
his good intention, as far as the service of the Company and of my 
colony will in any way permit. As to an ordinance made by me 
providing that no one shall carry any skins or grain out of my 
colony without having given due notice of the same and entered 
them there, which is of the utmost importance to the Company with 
regard to their duties and to me with regard to my profit, your 
honor is right in writing that the shoulders of this young man are 
still too weak to take chaise of such matters. I have been delayed 
here in this country more than two years with r^rd to two per- 
sons whom T had in view, without receiving any refusal or accept- 

• Vj R, B. Mu, Lttttr Bock, f.iao. 
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ance, and as to the material in that country in the Company,^ if I 
were as sure of the faith fiiltiess of anv as I am of the aforesaid 
young man. I would certainly decide to ai)i)oint some one else. 
But these are still years of prohation. niid 1 rather suffer .-^ome 
definite U)^> than bind myself to untried persons without certainty 
as to quality and faithfulness. 

No matter what I write. I can neither from Pictcr CorncUsscn 
nor from Cornells TJicunisscii I'tiii Brcuckcl get a final account, 
which account would soon open my eyes as to ftheir] capacity and 
honesty. I ask you in all kindness to give mc a little of your 
honor's good advice in this matter, which I promise your honor 
to keep as secret as I ask you to keep the alx)ve. Believe mc, Sir, 
the success of my colony depends niaiidy on the gmd relations be- 
tween your honor and myself and it is far from my purpose inten- 
tionally or knowingly to hurt the Company in the least in their jxiwer 
or revenue. If my peoi)le speak any foolish words, it is by reason of 
their weakness and not of my orders. I can not believe either that 
Croll has caused my flag to be hauled down from my house by 
your honor's special order, tor in this country not only are those 
who have high, middle and low jurisdiction allowed to put out such 
flags but even the country inns during the fairs may do so. I have 
no advice of this matter except a verbal report and do not know 
what the truth is. nor do I know what my people did to prevent 
it. The least I could do was to ask Croll whether he did it by 
your honor's order, and if so to communicate anfl send over to me 
the order, that T might discuss the matter with the lords directors 
as principal with principal. It is well known that 1 have established 
a court of justice in my colony; even if the persons who hold office 
arc not of much capacity (which with Go<rs help I hope to remedy 
soon), this does not lessen the fact that there is one; and as a sign 
that it is a country where justice is administered I sent such a flag 
thither. Now as to Fort Orange, this was kept from the beginning 
as a trading place, the fortifications having served no other pur- 
pose than to secure the people and the goods against attacks of the 
savages, and that it is still kept as such by your honor I can see 
from your honor's letters. The person who holds the highest office 
there has never had any other rank than that of commis, without 
power, so far as my knowledge goes, to administer justice and 
execute sentence among his men, and even if he had full power to 

*mdt eompaignie; evidently a mistake either for inde colonxe, in the culony, or for 
im49 iienst vaude ecmpatgnU, In tbe Mnrfce of fhe Cbmpwijr* The first reatDnf •eeon 
to make the better lenie here. 
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exercise high jurisdiction, could not the halitT of Amsterdam*'' at 
the limit of his jurisdiction, which is close to the gates of Amster- 
dam, hoist a flag of jurisdiction without infringing on the high 
jurisdiction of the city? 

Have I not a certificate under the seal of the Company of my 
registration of tlie coltmy with the Chamber of Amsterdam on No- 
vcml)er 19. if>2r). which rcad<^ as folliAv-: '' Kiliacn van Rensselaer 
declares himself from now on as paiioon on the North River of 
New Netherland, extending above and below Fort Orange on both 
sides of the river, with the islands situate therein, so many leagues 
downwards as has been fixed by the Assembly of the XIX, intend- 
ing to send a colony thither by the first opportunity on the condi- 
tions framed by the aforesaid Assembly of the XIX"? Examine 
in connection herewith the deed of conveyance to me executed 
before the director and council under <late of August 8, 1630," of 
which a copy is undoubtedlv in your honor's custody, whereby the 
high jurisdiction of the owners and tlieir cliiefs is transferred to 
me. Add to that the 5tb and C^th articles of the Freedoms of New 
Netherland. which arc equally as effective and binding as the rights 
which the Company holds of the High atid Mi:^hty Fords the States . 
General. These pregnant reasons have induced their High Mighti- 
nesses to acknowledge me as patroon and to style me sucli in formal 
commmiications.'- as likewise his Iligliness the Prince of Orange 
has acknowledged me as such in his decision'^ in the matter of 
Cornelis van I'orst. It would not be necessary to relate this to 
your honor at such length, exce|)t to jirevent the rise of misunder- 
standing through ignorance of the circumstances and because I 
do not wish to get into conflict with tlie Company, as happened with 
the colony of Pavonia : and in order that everything might be duly 
considered I could not refrain from informing your honor of it, the 
more so as your honor writes that it seems that the Company has no 
subjects but [only] partners. If they pleased or should still please 
to take partners, who would prevent thetn? But then I ask whether 
they are partners who pay duty? And whether the inhabitants of 
this county cease to be the subjects of the High and Mighty Lords 

**This sfienM be: bailiff of AmstelTand. The patrnon drawi a parallel between tfie 

situation of Fort OraiiRe in tlir coJony of Rcnssel.icrswyck and that of the city of 
Amsterdam in the bailiwick of Am.slcliatid, each t>cinR within the geographical limits of 
the larger district but ontsiile of its jurisdiction. 

" This document is recorded In Dutch Patents. GG, p. 4, where the date \% Rivrn as 
the 6th. Compare also J. G. Wilson, Mtntoriol History of tht City of N*w York, 
vol. I, fa^mile facing p. itfa. 

" by expresse missiven. 
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the States Gciu ral, though the provinces and the cities retain their 
In'gh authnrity and juris liitinns ? The form of government of our 
fatherland intcrjtrcts the work itself. 

As to the contracts which 1 have made with my people, they do 
not infiiii^^e on the right to hear cases on appeal,'* for a judge is 
not aj)prnnted to seek cases hut [to act] in case of need when 
parties can not agree, and I take it tliat if all contracting i^arties 
in Amsterdam could settle their disputes and difterenccs hy suhmit- 
ting them to arbitrators, the schepens would not take it ill hut 
approve of it ; also that the memhcrs of the Supreme Court of Hol- 
land would not take it ill if parties having some dispute should by 
agreement exclude the Court and not appeal to it. The contracts 
with my servants, therefore, are but agreements fto the same 
elTect] and not in any way restrictions on the aj)peal to the directo'- 
and council of the Company; and this for the reason that, since I 
must furni.sh all my people not only with houses but also with ani- 
mals and land, I should not like to have them waste their money 
and time checkmating one another with pleadings, for which I 
should have to pay the bills on both sides. These contracts 
are also not permanent but made for a certain number of years. 
When the people are their own masters and have their own money 
and property, let them plead and appeal all they please, but I will 
not allow my servants to do so. T am not aware cither that the 
freemen of the colony arc included in this agreement. Therefore, 
Sir, interpret my affairs in the most favorable manner according 
to the spirit of love and I think that yr.ur honor will be completely 
satisfied about m\ actions. Should I, however, make a mistake 
somewhere, I shall set everything right on being properly informed. 
This much as to Lucifer's question.^*"' I shall now set myself to 
answering your honor's favors of the 30th of September 1630 
the last of March 1640, but especially to thank your honor for the 
good disposition antl kindness, duty and diligence, shown in that 
of the inth of April, wherein you report the good condition of my 
colony, about which such bad rumors were circulated, as well as 
that your honor on the T5th of March sent a shallop with goods 
to the colony and that on its return yoti woidd send the rest thither 
also. Indeed, I have reason to be thankful and T should like to 
know how T can repay you for everything, for if your honor had 
refused me this favor I should have had to employ others of lesser 

derogercn hel wcsen xan at^el niet; literally, do not injure the system of appeal. 
" fitri fors queaHt; that ia, strife occaaioiicd by pride, rhralry and jeaknny. 
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rank who could not have hclpc«J nic very much, I'rovisionally and 
as a firbl mark of gratitude 1 am ^ati^he(l lo let your honor have a 
commission of one per cent on all my goods u hich your honor .shall 
send up the river, as well as of all that they may consign from there 
to your honor to he >liipped to me. It is hut liitle at present, but 
when my colony increase^ it may get larger, and as long as 1 have 
no special person or house at the M anhaUiiis, I can not hud any one 
more suitable than your honor. In case you should please to accept 
this olfer, it will not be in the least prejudicial to the C."omj)any but 
in every way advantageous tliat I consign my goods to their 
director, who has taken the oath of ti lelity to them, so lliat they 
need not fear the least smuggling on my part. As to the ship's 
freight charges expressed in the Freedoms, 1 do not care to press the 
(pieslion very hard as to whether the go(»ds ought not to be de- 
livered in the col«jny for them, but 1 du not see any reason which 
would preclude this altogether, the less so, as the Company has 
canceled the b<jat charges for my horses which were inserted in 
your honor's account {hvit not crossed out j ; and in order to ac- 
commodate each other in every way, so that the Company may 
not suffer the least loss on my account, 1 would request that the 
shallops which take my goo Is up the river might be used to bring 
down again grain or skins, if there is any o[)[)orlunity, in order to 
make the expense on iH.th sides as little as possible, and in case 
your honor shouM i)lease to accommodate me with this commission, 
you could advise my people when they shouM sen;] their skins and 
other goods down to your honor so as to ship them to me at the 
first opportunity. Your honor could then as-i^t Arcnt I an Corlcr 
in the carrying out of my ordinance that no one is to send any 
goods out of the colony without having duly entered them, and as 
I claim with justice the right of preemption of my i)eople's half 
of the grain and of the animals. 1 would order that all the grain, 
with the exception of the tenths intended for the sup[)ort of religion, 
administration and other purposes, be delivered to my provisional 
commis, Arcnt van corlcr, who could then send it to your honor to 
sell to the best advantage. 

Provisionally. I am content to carry out whatever decision the 
director and council may make in tlie dispute between myself and 
my farmers, without prejudice to the rights involved. Our dispute 
consists as far as I can see in that they concede that I have tlie 
right of preemption but claim that de facto I should pay them, in 
this country or there, their half at lo guilders a muddle, which is in 
many respects unreasonable; for lo guilders in money here is 
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better than lo guilders there; also, the money for the wheat fur- 
nished in 1638 I did not receive here from the Company till the 
year 1640, as appears from the accompanying papers, and all pre* 
vious deliveries of grain are extinguished by goods and provisions 
furnished to my people without specification as to who received 
them, as also appears from the accompanying papers; aside 
from this, the freight charges, salaries of my agents and other 
expenses must be paid out of that also; and further than all tliat, 
I claim not tlie mere right of preemption but preemption at the 
price at which the first and earliest farmers were obliged to furnish 
wheat to the Company, namely at six guilders a mudde. Against 
this, they allege that in the contract witli Gerrit de Reus grain is 
not specified but only animals ; in reply to wliich I did not merely 
afterwards and at the present time declare that this was but a slip 
of the pen and that Gerrit de Reux would not have made any ob- 
jection if the contract ha'tl read grain and animals, instead of ani- 
mals, but sustained such [contention] long ago, already during the 
lifetime of Gerrit de Rcux deceased, and I also received a written 
answer which does not dispute the preemption but says that six 
guilders a mu<Klc is too little. These lalcr culonist§ can not have 
better terms than Cent dc Kiit.v himself, especially those who have 
no other lease than niy declaration, like ^I^Iurits Jiiusscii. Adriacii 
van barsiiigcrho) n and others whose first years have expired or 
will soon exj^ire. 1 have however waived a L;(>od many of my rights 
whieh they ai^reed to observe, namely that they bountl themselves 
not to barter, buy or accept a> pre-ent> any furs without the con- 
sent of the Company ami witlh>ut my consent ; this was the tie by 
which I held iicnit dc Rciix and by which 1 can still hold them 
all, for they are dependent woi oidy c»n the throwing open of the 
trade by the Company but also on the promise to and contract made 
with me. If they say that acct>rdinL;- to its strict letter grain is not 
mentioned in the contract, I reply that the ptohihition of the fur 
trade is expressly stated therein in strict term^ and on forfeiture 
of everything. And to find a middle way I have not declared that 
I will pay them only six guilders a mu<lde, except for the present, 
for if they do the right thing by me antl pay me half of the profit 
on the fur, which f share 1 is also for me to accept or to reject, and 
honestly fulfil their contract, I will also deal honestly with them 
and not bind myself by the six i^uilders Init according to their indus- 
try and fidelity pay them the hit,die^t price. Truly, if a master who 
is far lVi<!U lii> ])rM;»rfts' c^nld not ^t^p thiTo. T do not kno\\ 
whether he had not better be a servant than master, and hereafter 
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leave such men at home or rather lease the farms to the highest 
bidder, which every one will have to expect next when his lease 
expires, for according to reports they cheat me in every way and 
hardly a vessel comes down that does not contain some smuggled 
grain, whereas it is my wish that everything be delivered to my 
commis 9nd that this be then consigned to your honor for the pur- 
pose of supplying the Company first with as much as it may need 
and then of selling the rest to the best advantage, especially as your 
honor writes that the English themselves wUl let us have furs 
for wheat so that it is in every way necessary that the grain of the 
colony remain in one hand to avoid cheating and underselling. 
If any 'One then should fail to do his duty, I am willing, while re- 
serving my half, to have the other half, belonging to those who act 
contrary to my order in shipping grain, confiscated and hope that 
it may be divided among your honor, the fiscal, the informer and 
the process server^** as your honor shall see fit, and this till the 
time that they give me other satisfaction. I should write about this 
to the fiscal himself also but prefer to confine myself to the head. 
Your honor will therefore communicate it yourself to the fiscal, 
and in order tliat your honor may have less trouble I send here- 
with an extract from tlie terms expressly stipulated by me, though 
the patroon has power of his own and in his own right to make 
ordinances against all frauds. In this connection high jurisdiction 
is quite useful to the patroon, fur those wlio have middle and low 
jurisdiction are not allowed to confiscate, bui the liij^h jurisdiction 
of the patroon mu>t not be opposed tu the Company, as little as the 
high jurisdiction of the 0>mi)any mu>t be placed in opposition to 
the High and Mighty Lords tiie States General, but every one 
[acting] in iiis own sphere, one liavini; ])i'oceeded out of the other, 
in such way however that each one may an<l niu->t i)reservc with a 
good conscience the jurisdiction which has been ce<ied him. W Inch 
being duly observed on all si<lcs, the higher not hurting the lower 
and the lower not offending or «lefrauding the higher, the state ol 
New Nctherland would be in a hapi)y ccjudition. 

Coming now to my private Inisiness, it has so happened that I have 
an old and long account with the Company fiom the year 1630 to 
the departure of Director :'aii Twillcr, and also the accounts during 
the time of your administration sent to me and to the ( 'ompany. 
I had several conferences with the K)rds ci>mmissioners of New 
Nctherland and at last, on ratification by the full Assembly on the 
17th of March i()4U, got things so far as the two enclosed resolu- 

*■ esphkUwr, 
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tions drawn uj) by nic slunv, the oriL,nnals uf which 1 gave BcUc- 
chcrc to keep. Report liaving been made tlureof in the Assembly, 
the same, on the Kjtli (UUd, wa> pleaded to apprcne theni in full, 
as will ai)i)ear from the eui'Iose 1 extract nf ii> rex >Uiti< "us. which 
though differing in tlieir original form M»mewhat from the enclosed 
coj)ic.^ were finally cumpletely approved as drafted by me. I doubt 
not but the Compan\- will send your honor coi)ies of them alst), as 
for greater security I do hercwitli too. And as several things 
which needed further proof have not been settled, namely the hrst 
number of schepel> of wheat entered on my accounts by Jacob 
planck' auil amomiling to S53 schcpels, while in your honor's ac- 
count I find only 630, 1 enclose a letter from Jiicoh plantk which will 
show your honor how tlie mi>take occurred. Planck thinks that the 
mistake is in the wheat which was furni'-hed to Croll for baking and 
delivered on the loft. IMea^c to straighten this out for me, as 1 have 
already waited so long lor my money. The other schepels I consider 
also to be beyond dispute, as your honor's accounts stop on the 
20th of May and the later ct)!isignme!its will folknv in my next 
account; herewith, by way of memorandum, that 1 have not settled 
further with the Company. 

Coming now to the question of private persons who have had 
goods from the commiscn of the Company, since the Company 
has conceded to me that no private i)ersons may have anything 
charged or credited to my account but that this must be done upon 
order of those who liave been so empowered, and since I find in 
your honor's account: 
1639 

I January To provisions from Eslandt f 42 7 

do To ditto for Cornclis thcunisscn fii2 13 

do To arent van Corler for 2 lb gun- 

powder f 3 

do To merchandise from Wyhrant pie- 

ters for cornelis Thcunissen f 47 2 8 
do To ditto for Planck received 1638 f 20 4 

do To Lubbert gysbertssen van Blari- 

cum fi6s 9 10 

I September To provisions from Elslandt for 

brant Peelen f 25 i 

do To provisions to Elslandt f 97 

do To carpenter's tools for cornelis 

Theunissen f 14 7 

do To 5 yards of canvas at 14 st a yard f 3 10 
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Your honor will in the future please see to this and tell and 
warn all your honor's commisen that they must give nothing on 
credit to any of my people personally but must refer them to Arent 
van corler, who provisionally holds the office of commis, to whom 
they can state what they want and who can then, not every time in 
small quantities but when it is worth while, request of your honor 
as head of the Company whatever he may need for himself and his 
people, turning over to your honor a detailed list signed by him, 
Corler, and by pieter cornelissen and cornelis Thcunissen as his 
assistants. If your honor will then please cause your commisen to 
send as much as they can spare to said corler, who will distribute it 
to the people and charge each one with the amount which he has 
had, your honor will have much less trouble and I much more cer- 
tainty that everything has been duly recorded, for many of the 
above items may be unknown to Arent van corler, and if I pay them 
here to the Company I may lose them altogether in two ways, first 
because Arent may be unaware of them, and secondly because even 
if he had been notified of them the people might not have so much 
due to them from me, as I mean to give no goods or provisions 
on credit to any one but those to whom I owe something. Please 
therefore, Sir, settle the account of the above items with arent 
and let him give your honor a receipt or discharge for the quanti- 
ties which he takes, with specification of the goods and the persons ; 
whereupon, if you send these to the Company I will pay them the 
said items, but unless that is done the Company itself will have 
to seek the people to whom their honors gave credit and force them 
to pay by legal proceedings, among them those w^hom they may have 
given credit on the 2000 put down in one item, as otherwise these 
Ix'oi)le could ruin me; in the future I do not intend to let any pri- 
vate person have an) thiti^^ on credit, of which in all friendship I 
give warning to the lords directors by memorial and to your honor 
by sending you herewith a copy of the same; and as to what has 
passed, I hope that with Arent Van Corler your honor will find 
means whereby the Company may be paid for the aforesaid items 
and I through the crediting of the same may not suffer loss. How- 
ever this rtile can stand this exception, that when my people come 
from the fatherland to go to the colony, some provisions may be 
furnished them on my account till they get to the colony, provided 
that Arent is advised to enter them on their account and that no 
goofls are lent to them, while those who wish to go from the colony 
to the tatlicrlaiKl must defray their own expenses. Now concerning 
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the money for board during the passage of Claes Jattsscn Rnijter^^ 
and his wife, amounting to £133 :i4, let him pay this to the Company 
or bring proof that he paid it to the commis in the colony, other- 
wise tell him that he must go to the colony and work off the amount, 
as is indicated in my aforesaid uu tnorial. And as to Jan WUlemS" 
sen cmjper/'' if the Company desires to keep liim, I shall this time 
accommodate them, but Jan Willemssen will have to provide the 
money for his board himself or the Company may debit him with it 
like others; tlie lords directors likewise promised me by word of 
• mouth to write your honor that they wouM do for my people whom 
I sent over and am sending over now as for others, granting them 
free passage. But although this would have to be done out of 
kindness of their honors and I can not constrain them to do so, 
it is very improper to charge my people that came over on den 
harinck more than 6 st a day according to the first article of the 
Freedoms also mentioned in my memorial. Mr de Raadt promised 
me in the presence of Messrs Berck and harinck hoeck, and also of 
Director Twitter, that they would do with my people who go over 
now as with the others, and as they may have forgotten to write 
this to your honor, please take this by way of notification and 
(freely quoting the above) remind the directors of it in reply to this, 
for I think that my farming people will, in proportion man for 
man, grow more grain than any others and thus help to make the 
country rich in grain so as in time to nourish Brazil and bring home 
sugar in return for meal sent there; then New Ketherland would 
flourish. I also kindly request you. Sir, in future to help me main- 
tain the 19th article of the Freedoms concerning the discharge of 
my people and to see to it that no one is dismissed before his time 
without my consent (except such as go astray, who should be 
sent out of the colony or banished as useless members) which the 
directors have also granted me according to my memorial. 

When these things shall be thus reformed and if your honor 
will please to accept my above proposition regarding the shipment of 
my goods, I shall be a great deal more at ease than I have been thus 
far. It will not lessen the respect for \ (Hir honor either but cause 
all my pco])le to stand more in awe of you. Now as to the grain 
which my commis will deliver to your honor for the account of the 
Company, therefrom must be deducted such goods and provisions 
as in return will be furnished to my commis for my people, and the 

Same 1=; r!:ii V Tan-/ van Naerdea. His wife was Flctertie Jans. 
"Jan Willemssen, the coop«r. 
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rest must each time be settled and paid in beaver skins at f4 a 
II) in conformity with the rcsohition of tlie director and council 
dalcd September 11. l^>37. which being also contained in my me- 
morial <lra\vn up in the presence of the lords commi^sioners an 1 de- 
posited with btUcchicy, has been approved and j^ranted by the others. 
Ant! tliereby, Sir. we shall rij^ht alon;^^ have a fixed basis for set- 
iWn'^ our accounts and if your honor help my cousin Arcnt a little 
you will back up tiie chief administration of my colony sufficiently 
that for some time I shall have no need of such learned people and 
be able provisionally to j^et along with Arcnt, who I fear is not too 
accurate in his lK>okkcepin}^ but whom your honor with a little in- 
struction could make ethcient, for which service or other I shall not 
fail to compensate your honor. And inasmuch as the Company au- 
thorizes your honor by letter, according to the enclosed extract, to 
settle all things in that country without referring them to the Com- 
pany, your honor can by corresponding with me instead of with my 
people settle things to our mutual satisfaction in accordance with 
the papers sent, in which all things are set forth and decided. I 
may conclude by saying that [if] Arent is too weak in carrying 
plans through, he will give the greater contentment to your honor, 
who in many things can be of assistance to me and set me right. 

Enclosed is the itivoice ot the goods which go in this ship, being 
8 items distinguished by figures and 16 items by letters from No. A to 
No. P, also 7 items which lie loose in the ship, amounting to £5111: 
15. Also the roll of my people, consisting together, old and youngr. 
of 13 persons. I kindly request that no one be exchanged for :iiiv 
one else and no one detained, but that the people and the goocLs at 
the earliest o[)portunity be sent to the colony, thanking yoar honor 
vcr>' much for the expeditious way in which my horses were sent 
to the colony two years ago. I am exceedingly sorry that Broer 
Comelissen so deceived our honor in the fumishincf of grain: it 
must be that they themselves have not much to spsCre or that they 
carry it off secretly, in which case it is necessary to catch the cheats. 
I hope that from now on conditions will improve and that greater 
quantities will be delivered, as I shall otherwise fare baHIy. 

I can not get over my surprise as to the changes which are said 
to have occurred in the fur trade at Fort Orange, whence for at 
least 15 years in succession yearly 5000 or 6000 skins have come. 
There is no lack of furs, therefore there must be a lack of merchan- 
dise or the trouble must be that Crol holds the merchandise too 
high and that the English on the Fresh River, by corresponding with 
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the Miihicniis lyiiii; al>i)ui two K';ii;no> bcluw I'ort ( )rai]!4C ami 
through thcM- in turn with tiic )iiiUijUiUi.s-, draw evcr\ tiling away 
ivom us over land. That my pcnpU- spoik-d the fur trado can not 
by any moans ho truo ; they may have outhiil and hrought ahout 
the high ])rices i»t the skins, but such oulhid<]ing does not divert 
the fur trade, hut oau^os a groalor snjiply. Xow. as far as I can 
see, the trouble is nul with the price of the skins but with the quan- 
tity, which is a great ;)arailo\ tc) me that 1 can not understand: 
, for according to what 1 hear CroU has few skin> and aUo little 
merchandise, wliicli contlicts directly an 1 (hanioirically with the 
outbidding which my i>eoplo may b/ guilty of. for as a result of 
that there ought to have come more .skins than before. It may 1)C 
perhaps that Croll has placed the prices of skins so low for the 
magnoas^^ that it drove them away and diverted the tratle. If that 
is so he w ill get great thanks from his masters and have done the 
Company good service. 

The sister of Gerrit .dc Rcux has bjcu here bothering tnc a num- 
ber of times. Please to further her business as quickly as possible : 
even if it can not be brought to a final settlement let it be brought 
to it as closely as possible. 

The victory at the Downs'® is bloody, but the victory for the 
Company in Brazil^® has been miraculous. Today comes the news 
that Admirals lichtHart and honttcbccn-^ accidentally met the re- 
mainder of the fleet and completely destroyed it. What the Prince 
of Orange will do in Flanders remains to be seen, the commence- 
ments, etc 

P. S.^ Mr Kirft. This is the true accoimt of the purchase of my 
goods, on which accor<ling to the loth article of the h'roodoms I am 
obliged to pay 5*5^ for freight, and though the farm implements arc 
free I make it 5*^ throughout, amounting to f25o. The bills of 
lading of the Company arc drawn in the usual way so as not to 
establish a bad precedent for others, but I do not owe more. 

Arent fan Curler is ordered to pay to the honorable <iirector 
general W'illcm Kijcft in grain or other articles the sum of two 

>*So in Letter Book; Intended for Maquaas. 

"Battle of the I>own8, Oct. ai, 1639, when Tromp defeated the Sftaniarda nnder 
Admiral d'Oqucndo. 

•Battle near the coast of Parahiha, Jan. ii-i4. »7. ^640, In which the Dutch with 

41 vc>stls iinftrr AvltnlrrU Willcni Cnriulis/. Inns .ni'l \'icc Admiral Jacob IfuyKCn 
auccccded in defeating the S|>.inish-rortugucsc tlcct of 86 sail under Count da Torre. 

)' Kornclis Kornclisz Jol, nicknamed Itoutebeen; literally, Wooden Leg. 

■ The following postcripts are in the handwriting of Kiliacn van RensseUer. 



Diyiiized by Google 



VAX RENSSELAER UOWIKK MANUSCKIITS 



hundred and lifty guilders for freight of the above-mentioned 
goods, which with the receipt to be sent to me will be his warrant 
for payment, this 30th of May 1640. 

Mr Kijift. The wind is beginning to blow, the skipper left long 
ago and I fear that I shall not have time to write to arent van Cur- 
ler or to any one of my people. As I have not received letters from 
them either, oblige me in addition to so many other services for 
which I am obliged to your honor, l)y giving arent van Curler an 
extract from your honor's letter so far as it in any way concerns 
him and is to my advantage and guide him a little ; 1 promise your 
honor I shall not forj^ct it. Also send him the enclose 1 package 
containing notliing but the invoice of niy g(K)ils with several letters 
from private persons. If I Iiave time 1 shall still write to him and 
others. I 'air. 30 May i(>4o. 

The following paj>ers sent tt> .Ircmit z'ati Curler: 

3 extracts from the ne£^otiation^ l)ctween the commissioners 
an<l myself and the ai)proval of the Assembly 

— invoice of the i;oods sent in the ship den nvterliont, amount- 

ing to f 5 1 1 I : 1 5 

— list t)f the jieople wl.o go over 

— jtaymciits to the saitl ])eople an<l other items 

— account of the sale of the tobacco of albert and arent 

andriesen 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Arent van Curler^' 

May j^o, J 6/0 

Arent Van Curler, in the colotiy of Rcnsselaerswyck 

30 May 1640 

Worthy, affectionate cousin: As T received neither goods nor 
letter from you by the lately arrived ship den Engel Gabriel, I am 
much surprised that you let pass the opportunity of den harinck 
because of talk of the ship den Dolfyn, which was to follow soon. 
The letters sent by the ship de Lieffde I did not get. as the ship was 
taken by the Dunkirkers, so that for the present I get neither ac- 
counts nor returns, just as if all the goods which I sent thither were 
confiscated. I wrote you that if the task should prove too heavy 

^ y. R. B. Mss, Letter Boch, f.ir^li. On f. jj6 of tlic Letter Book, the clerk once 
more wrote the heading and first words of thi* letter, then canceled the date, writing 

" shonld hf fiinp I'i, i/^ jo " Tliis d.Ttc probnMy rcft-rs io the itmtriu'tHiU'S fn van 
Curler, which instead of bciiiK Kivrn in tliis place were copied into the section of the 
Lttttr Boob, i, 163-71. containing papers of that character. 
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for you yoii should warn me in time and you must not let any oppor- 
tunities go by in the hope of later ones. You could also have sent 
me a copy of the letter sent by de Lieifde. You look for the hen's 
egg and you let go the goose's ec^g. I hear that you spend too 
much time in the woods, that ought not to Ijc ; you must stick to 
writing and never again neglect to copy your jiapers and accounts 
but always have some rcaily to sen ! when there is an opportunity. 
This time I can overlook it because the sliij) den lins^cl Gabriel left 
so soon, hut let no o])pr)rtnnity pass without sending me copies of 
all your hooks and papers an 1 accdunts of all the people. 

1 have not time to reply fully to yours of the 23d of August 
1639, as all the otlicr papers have gone and as I have written at 
great length to Director Kicft to instruct you a little and to com- 
municate to you the ilcxrunicnts which 1 send him. Let nic know 
privately how he acts toward you. I have addressed to you the 
invoice of the goods whicli go over now, amount iiig to f5i 1 1 :I5. If 
I have time 1 sliall enclose another copy of it herewitli. As you iiave 
now so nuich merchanclise. try to buy skins to the best advantage 
and as soon as you have a reasonable amount send them down at 
once to Mr Kicft, that he may send them to me at the first oppor- 
tunity ; li(»wevcr. pack them, mark them an ! store them well that 
they be not exchange 1 an 1 make every etTort to send a goo-1 sup- 
ply of skins by this shij). ICnclnscl is a bill of la ling of the ski[)per ; 
do not show this if it is not necessary for I have given Mr Kicft an 
order on you for f25u to pay for the freight. Now it lie should 
have further advice from the Company about f^)!-. as this bill of 
lading shows, give him only f25() according to tlu- h'reedonis, and 
aj)peal to me, stating that if 1 owe it I will ])ay it here to the Com- 
pany. T have ma<le an agreement with the Company concertiing the 
oUl accounts ami >ent the |>apers to Kicft, who will no doubt hand 
them to you. They refer to many matters for which you have to 
look out. i'^iiecially the loth article of tlie l^'ree !oms, to let no one 
leave my >ervice l)el'*>re he has ctMUpleted his time and paid hi'> debt, 
for I reserve that power to myself; secondly, that no oue have 
charged to my account anything gotten from the ("oinpanv for his 
own u>e. but j)ay for it liinT-elf. W hen they nee l anything, let them 
notity y(»u and you can then ask it of the Company an 1 distribute it 
amouL; those who have a credit balance with us. but be careful that 
you U iid to no one whom we do not owe and do not let them <!eceive 
you. Keep Jchan barij-* with you when he has no cari>entering to 

**Je«n Labatie. 
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do. Vuu need not ask such things of the council, lor 1 sec that 
tlic council itxtead of being my council is their own council. If 
they act iliat way I shall appoint others. 1 am surprise 1 that they 
dare call themselves an [indepcn 'ent ] community,^' as they are 
altogetluT my servants and subjects an 1 every one promised to 
subject himself willingly to the laws and or linances which I had 
made and might make. If they rise against me, they will ride an, 
easy horse. What rca^i-n liave maurits^^ and . Iriacn^ t > join the 
others? If they do not want to accept the promotion which I ofTcr 
them, they may leave it and serve me as many years and for such 
wages as I have engaged them and they are bound to serve me. 
It seems that they want me to trust them and that they do not want 
to trust me. I wrote to Mr kicjt to please to support my ordinance 
concerning the shipping of goods from the colony and to confiscate 
all grain and furs sent by any one which are not entered according 
to the aforesaid ordinance at the mauliafans, with reservation of my 
half. I see that tiiese in^nlent people who h<ild everything that they 
have from me woul l like to defy me, so that I prefer to have these 
fellows fpr off rather tban near by. I have also e.xplained to Kieft 
the provisional valuation of the grain at ((>. stating that it is not my 
intention to keep it at that figure (though if it came to the worst, I 
could claim the right) but that this is done only provisionally to see 
how they will treat me. I want them to trust me or I will not trust 
them in the least, and in case any one should l)e refractory, the com- 
mander of the militia.^ who now goes to the ManhatcMs with a 
good many soldiers* has offered to assist me if necfl be with a suffi- 
cient unmber against any one of my people who should be refrac- 
tory. I write this also to Mr Kycft in case you should ask him for 
such assistance. I do not wish to injure any one but neither do I 
want to be injured. I write to Mr Kieft that, saving my rights in 
the matter, I am satisfied to submit the differences between me and 
my farmers to the arbitration of the director and council of New 
Netherlands to show that I do not wish to injure them ; but if they 
mean to threaten me by refusing flatly to accept my terms, I shall 
with God's help prevent this and in due time know how to find the 
bellwethers. They ought to be ashamed to refuse me yearly the f 16 
of which I must pay half. It would cost them a great deal more 
if they had to look out for that themselves. Distribute the men 

** verwonder mij dat ty haer ten gemeynte dcn en ttocmen. 
**MauriU Janw van Brocckbuyscn. 

" Aflriacii Cortu lisjr van Darsingcrhorn. 
** Ilendrick van Dyck. 
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who go over now properly among those who behave most honestly 
and decently toward me and who are most faithful to me. You 
will do this with the advice of dirrick Cornelissen^ and Cornells 
Theunissen and no one else shall have anything to say about it. I 
will teach the peasant councilors to mutiny against their lord. You 
will do the same with respect to the distribution of the supplies, 
advising only with the two above-named persons; and if brocr 
Comelis mutinies too, he may see what he can gain thereby, for if 
I notice that he encourages others you will pass him by and advise 
with picter Cornelisz only. I can not find out what service Comelis 
Theunissen has rendered me in his capacity of my representative. 
If, because he is a farmer, he should side with the others, he would 
be of no use to me and it wouU be a lesson to me not to grant any 
of my officers or commisen any farms, for instead of looking out 
for me they would look out for themselves. Tell comelis Theunis- 
sen to write me some time what he has done for me. If you. do not 
know better, he ought to know better than to let you be put off 
with such a poor answer from the farmers in conunon ; you shotild 
have asked each one individually and one by one what his inten- 
tions with regard to the patroon were and have asked them this in 
the presence of P*". comclissen and hroer comelisen, or else have 
had them sign their answers with their own hands. If they want to 
submit the matter to the director and council of New Nctherland, I 
am satisfied to do so for the present ; the letter to Kiefft contains my 
reasons. 

As to the new farmers or those whose lease has expired, I do not 
want to let any one have a farm except on the terms of the permit 
to Mauriis Janssen^ and of the contracts of Comelis moesen and 
Symon waliehsen^^ even if I should not rent a single one, for I 
do not want to be defied by them whom T have made men. You 
will tell this freely to every one individually. The uncle of Maurits 
is here now ; I have complained to him that matiritc, who really has 
no reason to do so and who should favor nic so that I might treat 
him better, sides with the oihcrs who are of no concern to him. 
He therefore writes him tlic endured letter: };rect him lri>m me 
and tell him that I had not expcoti'rl such an a'T^wer from liim; 
that every one will luTcaftcr think that he is master and can do as 
he pleases is wrong ; they must follow my instructions and not I 

** Should he Picfcr Cornclisr van MimtjickcndaiO. 
Dated May u, 1639; printed on p. 437-38. 

Dated Augiitt 1$, 1636; ace p. 491. These contracts are not aaumf tfae ran 
Rensseltur Bowier Mss. Comelis Moesen is intended for Cornells Maesen. 
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theirs. I shall not do them any harm for I am far enough from 
thtm and from my property. 

Crijn cornelissen^ goes over now. 1 have granted him a farm 
on the above conditions; he had most of the trouble in engaging 
the men and should be allowed to pick out the best of them. How- 
ever, let him sign the agreement of tnaiirits, as I have not time to 
write (Hit his agreement. Send nic without fail some barrels of the 
crystal found in the hill of michiel janss. Have the expense of 
digging it noted down, I can see then whether there is any money 
in it or not, for it is of little importance; yet if it is lari^e, white and 
clear, it is worth something, i'ut send me good and bad as it comes 
and let no one pick out the l>est pieces and hold them back. It 
won! 1 I (' ])('>t if Michiel did it himself and got some profit from it 
too; I think he is one of the most upright farmers in the colony, 
and when there is an opportunity I shall have an eye to his advantage 
also. lie writes most politely of all ; let him do what is right and 
he will be treated well by me. All these quarrels originated with 
Gcrrit dc Reux deceased, who made the people believe whatever 
he saw fit. I would write to him^ and to others but the time has 
gone by. Give /»^ Cornelissen my compliments and tell him that I 
expect his final account; I shall then have the more confi>1eiicc in 
him. Let him make protest against those who wijl not pay him the 
tithes and if they will not pay them from what belongs to us in 
common, let them pay them provisionally from my share, for I 
desire by all means to have the right of the tithes for the future 
support of religion, the officers and other charges of the colony. 
It is childish to think of a minister going from here to be paid by 
the inhabitants individually. He, who is a servant of Jesus Christ, 
would then have to become a servant of the people, and when it 
came into the farmers' heads they would give nothing at all. Truly 
such ministers can not be found.^ It seems to me that it would 
be a good plan if Cryn cornelissen established a farm on the West 
Island where brant peelen lives, as I am quite determined that there 
shall be two farms on that island, one to be called Rensselaers 
burghte and the other Welys burgh. 

**S<e note on p. 438. 
•■To Michiel Jann. 
Sec note to next document. 
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Order of Wouter van TwiUer to Aert WilleniBz" 

May 30, 1640 

/Icrt W illonsscn. foreman 

On ncci|)t of tliis. deliver from among the animals which arc on 
my farm and in y(^ur kecjMng to Ovm cornelissen van houten, for 
the acctnnit of the eolon\ called Rensselacrswyck, two milch cows, 
now three year.-. uUl, to be drawn by lot from the three which are 
on the farm, also two heifer calves born this year; and although this 
meniorandnm contradict-- ni\ letter, yon are to comply with this last 
order and do right. Done at Amsterdam, this thirtieth of May 
1640. 

Instructions to Arent van Curler as secretary and bookkeeper 
of the colony of Rensseiaerswyck^* 

June 16, 1640 

Arundtt Van Curler, secretary and bookkeeper of the colony of 
Rensselacrswyck, is hereby provisionally and till further orders 
authorized, with the advice of pieter Cornelissen van munnckinuiaw , 
receiver of tithes and snpercargo of the vessel, and also with the 
advice of Cornelis Theunisscn van Jh cuckclen, provided he nncon- 
ditionally accepts and consents to further this matter, and if he is 
not willing to do so then in his place mauris jansen van Broeck- 
huyscn, and on his refusal Brandt pelen Z'ander nykerck, and if he 
also objects ComcUs mascn ran Buyrmahen, and on his refusal 
tnichiel janss van Schrabbekcrcke, and if they all refuse with pie- 
ter Cornelissen alone, subject to ratification by the patroon, to pro- 
vide other farmers for the farms on which the farmers refuse 
to accept without change the conditions of maurits jansen van 
Broeckhuyscn. The patroon exempts herefrom, however, the two 
oldest farmers, namely Brandt pelen and Comclis Theunisen afore- 
said, not because he grants their argument, but taking that for 

'^y.R.B.Mss, Letter Book, {.t66b. Mentioned in letter of Kiliacn van Rensselaer 
to Arent van Curler. July 2, 1640; see p. 513. At the top of f.136 of the Ltiter Book, 
after the ^\<^r•:'^ " srrh m'liistfrs can i-.'^t be f.niiuJ," of llie prcctiliiiR letter to van Curler, 
were written, and then canceled, the following: " Acrt walicnessen, foreman. On 
receipt of this, deliver from amonR the animals which are on my . " It is clear 
that when the clerk found himself ci.pyinK this oriler among the letters he stopped 
abruptly and. turned to the section of the Letter Book, f. 16J-71, containing orders and 
■imUar papers. The form of the name seems to be a mere copyist's error. 
y. R. B. Mss. Letter Book, f.i66b. 
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what it is worth, mainly because at the time when they took posses- 
sion of their farms, they had not yet signed the pledge to submit 
themselves freely and to obey his laws and ordinances ; this exemp- 
tion to last till the expiration of their first lease, and no longer. As 
to the farmers who followed later, since the patroon noticed that 
Gcrret de rcux, deceased, took the Hberty to construe the contract 
made with his master to his own advantag^e by strictly adhering to 
the letter of the text in which by mistake a word had l)ccn left out, 
by changing dates and by passing by and rejecting other clauses 
by which he was strictly bound, the patroon wishing to prevent 
such things in the future, orderc ! liis officer huob planck on the 
one hand to inlorni him ol tin.' impertinences of the said dc rciix 
and on the other hau'l, in order \o avoid all contra lictions, ex- 
ceptions and obscurities, to Ik- strict in obliging all future farmers 
to submit themselves to his rules and ordinanci-s and to obey him 
as their said lord and master, which [oi)ligation ] began with the 
airival of Cornclis fiiacscn and Synion wnlichs agreeable to their 
contracts dated the 15th of August ir.j') in Amstertlam and has 
croitinued thus till recentlv. In ctrder not to have his rights dis- 
puled, the patriion at i)resent and for the future intends to accept 
no one lor hi» colmiy except upon said pledge. Meanwhile noticing 
that several i)eoi)le seek, not the i)atro()n"s advantage but their own, 
he has been obliged furtlur to declare his honest and sincere inten- 
tion regarding those who will serve fait'ifully and justly as appears 
by the permit to niiiitrits jaits.: an 1 adriiwii Conirlisscii aforesaid 
under date of the iJth of May 1^>.V'- I'ully trusting that at least 
th<">c wlio had made all tlu-ir j)rolits (Mi. from and b\- means of his 
gt»od> would have helped bi n in his go • I inteiilious and conducted 
themselves nio^t properlv. he has K'arneil o;i the contrary that, not- 
withstanding the farmers are not on an ecjual basis with one another 
but are divided into three groups, namely those who caiue first, those 
who came later and tho>e who catue last, tluy have nevertheless all 
togetiier like one man plotted against their lord and master, just 
as if the ]»atroon had aske i of them somethiiig which it was in their 
Jiowir to refuse if they saw fit, styling themselves an [independent] 
comnuuiity'-' and even oflVritig to inul means of their own choice 
for the support of religion and the {)ayment of the ministers. And 
although the i)atroon would gladly excuse their ignorance in this 
matter he can not help but resent and keenly feel it. as such pre- 
tensions and rejections of the ordinances of their lord and master, 

" kaer quoHHrettHde ecnc gemecntc tc sytt. 
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especially as to his rij^lit to the tithes, are of such ctniseqiiciice that 
in course of time he mi^ht be deprived, not only oi his revenue 
and his right ot jurisdiction, but finally even of lii'^ entire colony, 
his own grounds and lands, in the way and by such iarnier> a^ are 
spoken of in the gospL-l of Matthew 21 :33~30. who must also ex- 
pect the conseciuences set forth in verses 40 and 41. Wisliinq" now 
to make timely provision in re<;ar<l to these matters, the ])atroon 
authorizes the aforesaid urundt Corlrr and pivttcr Cornclisscn 
aforesaid to cale^^orically ask the aforesaid Hnvidt Pcclcn and 
Cornelis 1 hcunisscn separately. fir>«l one and then the (^thcr. first 
what their intentions are with re^^Mrd to the first term of their 
lease; secondly, whether they are willing at the expiration of the 
said lease to ask the patroon for [a renewal on] the aforesaid 
conditions of Dniuriis jansc just as they are; and in case they refuse 
to do the latter, to cancel their lease immediately on the expiration 
of the first term, on the first of Jaiuiary next, l^.ut in case Cor- 
uclis Thcunissi'ii agrees to do so, he shall with pictcr Cornclisscn 
and anindt aforesaid he the third man to jnit this commission into 
efFccL with regard to the evil-doers; if not. such persons as were 
mentioned in the beginning. 1 hereafter they shall ask each one, 
man by man, namely, Cornells mascn, Syinon walichs, wlchids 
janss and Cornelis dircxscn van vechten, whether or not thej^ arc 
willing to accept the conditions of maurUs as aforesaid, the patroon 
granting, liowcvcr. that as these farms were only recently estab- 
lished they shall be free from paying tithes for the years 1640, 
1641 and i'>4J. each an^^wer to be put in writing and sent to the 
patroon. I'inally, they shall ask maurits janss and odriaen Cor- 
iicJissen whether or no they are willing to accept the conditions as 
they arc now (provided that maurits shall be free from paying 
tithes for the years 1640 and 1641. as his farm is somewhat lack- 
ing in equipment and adriaen Cornelisscn also for the year 1642, 
since Cryn Cornclissen van haul en. who now goes over, has already 
accepted the conditions over his signature, provided he also shall 
be exempted from the tithes for three years, till the year 1643 in- 
clusive) ; and if maurits or adriaen are at all mnvilling. expressly 
tell them in the name of their patroon that they shall not have liberty 
to leave hut must serve him for the remaining years of their con- 
tract as farm hands on such farms as arundt aforesaid and his ad- 
juncts shall assign to each of them, and this upon such pains and 
fines as they have freely submitted themselves to by their signature. 
Now as to those who freely submit themselves to the rule of the 
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patroon or his commissioners, the patroon not only promises to 
overlook their faults and ignorance but to grant them upon their 
request such privileges as reasonable subjects might properly de- 
mand of their lord and master, always reserving his right of high 
jurisdiction, which will teach them that they can not have any 
rights, much less call themselves an [independent] community^'* 
without his consent. If they desire any privileges, let them very 
discreetly ask them of their patroon, for if they fancy themselves 
too important they may commit a great crime which will then hurt 
the bellwethers most. All those who are willing to accept the 
conditions shall have contracts similar to that of maurUs jansz re- 
corded and sign the record, the names of those who are unwilling 
to be noted down and sent hither. And in case any farms should be 
deprived of fanners the following ordel* shall be observed. If it 
is the farm of mounts jansen or [that of] adriaeu Cornelissen, it 
shall be publicly leased or rented for three years to the highest 
bidder for a certain sum of free money,** the tithes, preemption of 
grain and of the animals and i6 guilders per year for each farm 
hand to be at the charge and for the benefit of the lessee, but the 
increase of the animals as usual one half for the patroon and one 
half for the lessee, oats and wheat to be bought at the price of eight 
guilders a mudde, [the lease to] commence the first of January 
next, all upon condition that the lessees may be no other than free- 
men who have a knowledge of farming and who give sufficient 
surety for the payment of the rent and the return of everything ai 
the expiration of the three years in the same condition as they found 
it. If after the expiration of the k-aso of Brandt f'cclcn, his farm 
called rt-nssi'lacrs biirch sliould be witliout a larnicr. instead of 
enga;<in<r a farmer, animlt ran Curler sliall take this farm for him- 
self for three years on the conditions of }iiaurits jansz and shall 
keep a i^ood foreman thereon at his own expense. Pictcr Cornc- 
li.<si-n mav do the same with the farm of Curnclis Tlicu>iisscn, if 
ii[>on the expiration of the {'\v>[ term of his lease he does not ask 
and <»l)tain from his patroon [a renewal on] the c<»n litions of viau- 
rifs iiinsc. And a-^ it ■^eems that sid)mi>>ion to the ri}^ht of collect- 
ing; tithes is one of the principal objections of the farmers, thoup^h 
the patroon is not l)ound to .ijive h'i< snltjects and servants any 
reasons therefor, he will neverthele>s indnlge tlieir weakness and say 
that the said right is the most just, the ol lest and the means ap- 

" Seecktre Somuu gells trygelt. 
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pointed by the Lord God himself, from whicli al>o the greatest 
blessing and protection against loss of everything, whetiier animals, 
fruits, crops or anytliing else, may be expected ; that it is used in all 
Christendom and from it no lands are free (aside from those of the 
popish clergy) but those [\n h">c uwnersj have transferred this charge 
from one piece of lan<l to another, redeemed it or bought it off: 
also, that the freemen who went to the colony in the year 1039 and 
those who go thither now in 1040, have con>idered it fair and just 
and freely submitted liiemselves to it. while at present it differs 
in eftect little or not at all from the offers which some seem to make 
for the furtherance of religion unless their object be to become 
themselves paymasters of the servants of Jesus Christ and to re- 
ceive credit in proportion to their gift>^. Some may also think that 
these tithes might in lime amount to a great deal; this concerns the 
owner but not those who rent his land for a certain number of 
years unless they east envious eyes (ui the i)roperly of the jiatroon 
and his copartners. Such itropcily can not hi- ol)tained by lease but 
by cession atid sale; the patroon, linwiwr. is not aNcrse to vvlling 
in course of time a few farms in perpetuity to tiiose who >hall be 
inclined and have means to take them and in this way gra<lually 
to f(trm an [independent] comiuunity,'*" for tenants can not form a 
comnumity apart fn)m tluir landlord. It is also an ol)li^ation 
imi>osed ui)on the patroons by the jjiU article of the b'reedoius 
to endeavor to lind lueans for the {)romotion of the service of Go'i, ' 
so that by virtue of the .said article, even if the land were owned 1 y 
the farmers, the patroon would have the right and the |X)wer to 
introduce the levying of tithes for this purpose. Ib)w shamefully 
those persons act who oppose the patroon because l)y the conditions 
of the contracts and leases he provisionally charges his own land 
with this in order to save his inhabitants personally, bearing him- 
self one half of the expense. ( )n the contrary, those who have a 
sound judgment and who do not let themselves be stirred up will 
find great cause for gratitude tliat the i>atroon at his own expeu.sc 
seeks to promote the service (^f God. And in order that no OTie 
may think but that what i< a fori w r it ten is the patroon's entire will, 
intention and meaning, he has Ik .des his signature confirmed this 
with his own seal and that of the colony and ordered the secretary 
to enter the same upon the records. Done at Amsterdam thi< 
sixteenth of Jime in the year of our Saviouf Jesus Christ sixteen 
hundred and ft^rty. Was signed: kUiacn van rensselacr, patroon of 
the colony of Rensselaerswyck. 

gtmeyntte ofreckten. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Cornelis Teunisz van Breuckelen^^ 

June 23, 1640 

Cornelis Teunisscn Van Breuckelen, farmer in the colony of Rens- 
selaerswyck 

This 25th of June 1640, in Amsterdam 
I have not received any letter from you for a long time, more 
particularly not since I sent you the commission as representative 
of the patroon and the participants, nor can I find that you have 
done me in that connection any service in defending my rights 
against the unwilling farmers or advanced my interests in other 
ways, for instead of dcfcndini; my rights — but be that as it may, 
it will show itself and I shall soon find out whether the farmers 
are my master or whether I am their master. I have signed com* 
missions for my cousin arcut z-ati Corler and pictcr Cornelissen 
and also for you if you will dct\irl my rights; if not, some one 
else must do it. You can read the commission and then make 
your -itatcnu tit. I hear and see by the letters of most of the farmers 
that they object greatly to the conditions of mauris Jansen. Who 
does not want to accept them as they are, need not. I can easily 
find masters cnout^h if I can get servants enough, even if I have 
to send them from here. I am no child and know very well what 
profit the farmers can make, but if they think that they can become 
rich in a few years, they will find themselves mistaken. I, who 
have paid all the expenses and still daily pay them, must have the 
better part. I shall not dispute with you long, the four years of 
your lease will end on the first of January 1641. If you please to 
accept the conditions of mauris as they are, in God's name I shall 
extend your lease on these conditions for six or for four years 
at your choice, provided that you maintain my rights against others 
who are unwilling, for which I shall compensate you so honestly 
that you will have reason to thank me. And if you faithfully 
accept to do this according to my commission let me know how much 
extra I should pay you yearly for this ofiice and if you serve me 
well I shall in the future also see that you get promoted. You 
should first find out also who is most faithful toward me. I am 
far from my property and must therefore pay close attention so as 
to prevent losses. The farmers are keen in noticing that in writing 
the contract of Gerrit de reux, I omitted to mention the preemption 
of the grain. I wrote at length to Jacob planck in the years 1635 

•» V. R. B. Mst. Letter Book, f.ij6. 
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and 1636. tliat he must notify gcrrit de rcnx of it aii<l I also si)oke 
about it to coniclis wascii and Synion Walings lierc at Amsterdam, 
and as to yourself, 1 engaged you in my service at a yearly salary 
and al-o paid you f^o extra allowance, which the farmers do not jo^et 
and in addition have to ])ay their own passage, and when you said 
that your goods had been taken. I paid you f^o more as an advance; 
and furtiier pai I your board during the passage to the Company and 
in>tead of serving me >o many years you have tried to establish a 
farm, i>roniising me and making nie believe by your letter of June 
26, 1636, that the house would b.' finislud much sooner than others 
and at half the expense. Xow what the truth of this matter is you 
know best yourself, aside from the fact that the first house burnt 
down and that the next one was erected not b\ you but b\ others 
at an excessive cost to me, as T wn^te to Jacob plaitck. They 
know how to lay great stress on the words of gerrit de rcux bnt 
my own words arc not even taken into consideration and what 
you and others have promised me is kept only as the wind which 
blows past. What became in 1636 of your 25 or 30 morgcns of 
summer and winter grain which you promised mc and what has 
become of the servant whom your brother would bring with him? 
Is it not true, on tlie contrary, that in the year 1638 you had but 
13 morgens of winter grain and 3 morgens of summer grain? 
From the account of grain delivered it is shown how much was 
furnished by your farm but not at what great and excessive expense 
it was reerected. Where do you find in the contract which I made 
with gcrrit de rcux that tiie lease of his land will begin in May? 
It is true the lease of the house cxpir* - in May but the use of the 
land ceases on the first «>f januar\ In all these ways they try to 
deceive and cheat mc and then they dare to refer to the contract of 
gerrit de rcux. Who gave you an<l others orders to appraise the 
grain on the field in June 1638 at f/S a morgen, chargeable to my 
account? You should have seen to it that the morgen produced 
fioo, and what has become of the grain? I see people are only 
seeking ccwnmissions and, when they have them, they do not even 
think of their master. I write this somewhat fully becau^^e it 
grieves me to sec that tlK)se who should in every way further his 
interests become at once arrogant and sclfisli. If you want to do 
me a favor, assist my cousin arent van corler and seek to observe 
[your duty under] my commission as much as possible and give 
me a reliable answer so that I may know how to govern myself and 
how far I can depend upon you. 

macr lut Umt cn licn Iwuiv cact ptno Jiii\ii<inj uijl. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Pieter Comelisz van Munnickendam^ 

June 1640 

Piettcr Cuniclist'H van Munuickcndam, in the colony of Rens- 
selaeibwyck 

The 25th of June 1640 
I have rccci\f<l yt>iir> of tlio 25th of AuLTUvt 1639, which on 
account of the hasty departure «'t lirti 7c<.itrrhoniit I could not 
answer, and what is more, all niy otlier letters came too late, not- 
withstanding^ 1 handed them to the i»rc->i lent of the Company; 
theirs, however, <!i(l not cnme too late. 1 rejoice to learn that the 
sawnnli is working; and. from oral accounts of others, that the 
grist-mill is also co:iij)leled. There remains therefore only for you 
to send I'.ie a correct account, having the same examined and 
entered there hy my cousin arcnt van corlcr as hookkeeper of the 
colony, to whom I have sent a comirission which he is to execute 
with your advice and assistance and that of cornelis tcunisscn van 
brcuckelcn. However, as I afn not sufficiently sure of Cornelis 
teunissen because he is himself a farmer, and may perhaps act con- 
trary to iny onlers instead of bringing others to reason,'** T have 
framed the said commission as you may see for yourself. It is 
necessary that arcnt make a copy of it for you, for I fully intend to 
reserve to myself the right to the tithes and the shijiment of the 
grain, even if I have to provide other masters for th, fnrtns, if 
they stir one another uj) there, or have them worked by faithful 
foremen, as rutgcrt hcndricksen has been, who has brought me 
the greatest profit; but after the arrival of gerrit de reux, who is 
the sole cause of this ill-will, things took quite a different turn. 
It is surprising that people who could get along so well sh( ndd be 
so avaricious that they show themselves in every way rebellious 
and disobedient to their master who luis provided them with every- 
thing at his expense. They may do as they please; some of them 
will find out how well it is for them to continue therein. The Com- 
pany has sent a letter to their director ^fating that no one may 
leave the colony without my express will and consent thereto: f 
have sent a copy of it to arent van Corler. The commander*'* of 
the militia who sails in den waterhondt promised to assist me with 

«V.R. B. Mss, Letter Book, {.126b. 

en missehien om andrtn let r<denen te persuaderen desetve tegfn my strijt. 
•Hendrkk van Dyck. 
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soldiers if any one of my people should become rebellious or tur- 
bulent, but Director kieft must always be consulted in the matter, 
as I wrote him. I shall not give them any cause, but those who 
urge and press me to it will soon find out, if not the first time 
then the next. I shall have patience but I want to remain master, 
even if I have to request the strot^ arm of the High and Mighty 
States General and the Prince of Orange, who will not refuse me 
the same against those who oppose me and refuse to obey* my 
orders, which they promised to do over their signatures. 

Now as to [the execution of] your provisional commission, as 
the lease of brant pelen expires next January and also that of 
Cornclis teyunissen, these farmers must leave or pay tithes to you 
[beginning with] the year 1641, in conformity with the commission 
jfiven to erant^ and yourself. The farm of mauris Jansen must 
pay the tithes [beginning with] the year 1642. Cornells maesen 
and Symon wolichs ought also to pay in the year 1642, but as they 
suffered some loss last year they shall with the rest pay tithes [be- 
ginning with] the year 1642;^^ protest must be made against those 
-who pay too little and the protest sent to me that I may take the 
necessary measures. As to the commission concerning the vessel,** 
I desire that ever\ tiling shall be entered according to my orders 
and who neglects to do so must expect confiscation by me as well 
■as by the director and the fiscal at the tnanhatans, whom I have 
lirovisionalty authorized to do so till further order. I am far from 
my property and must look sharply to prevent loss. As to [niN j 
paying [>ouJ in that country, I do not know what you mean, for 
there is no money, so that it would have to be in furs or merchan- 
dise or in grain, but if you sell the boards to others you could for 
your half take such payment at the rate charged for boards which 
you furnished for my farmhouses. Does this [demand] become 
a plan might be adopted for selling the boards for our mutual 
profit at the manhatans, to the Eiiglish 6r wherever else they are 
wanted most. Deal 1 rnpi rly with me and I shall do as much for 
you. Therefore, assist my cousin arent van Corlcr; it will in the 
end do you no harm; meanwhile I expect your accounts and the 
report of your doings. 

♦* Arcnt van Curlor. 
*' This s)ii>ul<l prohalily he 1643. 
wat acngaet de commissie vant vaer imygh. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Michiel Jansz van Scrabbekercke^^ 

June -?5, 1640 

Michiel Jansen van Scrabbekercke^ in the colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck 

The 25th of June 1640 
I have received your letter and can liar* II \ inidtTstand or read 
what you mean. I see only that you seek to make a de(inite lease 
at a fixed sum a year, but I can not make any change till I have 
arrived at a definite understandini^ with the other farmers. I can 
not conceive what they intend to do and why they should be so 
foolish as to stir one another up [to insuhordinatinii ] , as you may 
see by the c')nimission** to arent van Coder, in which I also men- 
tioned you. iJecause yon came last I have jjiven you ih\^ farm, but 
do right, he honest and do not let them stir you u|) ; I >liall re- 
member you in such way that you will jj^et along well. The £400 
a year do not conic near [the real rental value; at that rate] I 
slionld lose my. whole [investment in the] country. You know 
what the horses, cattle, houses, barns and hay barracks cost and - 
what trouble I have in having good servants hunted np. Keep on 
the side of my cousin arent van Corlcr. You will oblige me by 
doing right and he will in the future also remember you and pro- 
vide you before others with good servants and other necessaries. 

can not understand what sort of people I have in the colony. 
The four of them have appraised the estate of gerrit de reux, to 
my displeasure, as follows: 31 morgens of winter grain at the 
morgen, amounting to i2^2$^ also 7 morgens of summer grain at 
f30, amounting to f2io, besides wliat may be expected in the way 
of butter and cows and from the fattening of hogs and the increase 
of the animals and what was still on the field and had to run the 
risk of reaping and bear the expenses of binding and bringing 
home. Truly, they have fully opened my eyes as to what such a 

«• V. R. B. Mss. Letter Book. f.i37b. 
Erroneouair given by OXallaghan, History of New Nethertand. 1:436, ai MiehUl 
Jansi-n lan Brocck-huysen. Miclii<l Tans/ cnriie n\er with bis wife and two scrvati!<; 
on het iyaf>eH tan Noorwccen, in 1638, and from 1640 to 1646 leased from the patroon 
tfie farm called dt Hoogebereh. In 1646 he moved to New Amsterdam, where b* 
ati lined promitif ncc as one of the Nine Mrn. Di-c. 14. 1^46. his ape is Riven a» 
j6 years. Sec Maentgelt Boeck, 163S-44, £.6 and Gerechts Rolle, 1648 S''. f.«ob, amonn 
the Rrmsselaertwyek Mst, and AT. Y. Col. Mas, 1:34, S:iS4' Scrabbtiercke is a eollo* 
<\\iu\ fnrm ti;r name of thr vinac:e of 's neer>Abtakerke, on the island of Zuid* 
Bevcland, in the province of Zccland. 

** eommistie; probably referriflff to the instructions of June 16. 1640: sec p. 49<>-94> 
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farm, can produce yearly and they must have shamefully forgotten 
their lord and master, who has done so much for them, to cheat 
him so grossly; these fellows will find that their avarice will de- 
ceive them. Read my reasons which I set forth in the letter to 

. Arcnt van Carler; you will in your conscience find that all their ' 
doings are but empty air and vanity. What will they say to this? 
A few days ago the Compaii\ framed new freedoms for New 
Netherland by which the Company stipulates that all the lands 
of the patroons shall pay their tithes; however, this does not con- 
cern me, as I obtained my freedoms before, and I write it only 
to shut the mouths of such instigators who are unwilling to pay 
and to convince them of their mutiny."^* 

As to the crystal which you found on the hill, keep that matter 
as secret as you can and advise with arent mn Corler about it. 
Perhaps it will be a source of profit to you if you serve me faith- 
fully. Have some barrels of it dug, good and bad, large and small, 
and send it to me: I shall know then wliat price it will bring. 
However, you must make an estimate as to the labor it takes for 
each barrel and look out carefully that the people do not keep back 
the whitest and largest and clearest pieces, for they are the best, 

. and when I sec how many of sucli pieces there are among it, I shall 
give you further orders to the profit both of myself and you. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Albert Andriesz'- 
June 2$, 1640 

Albert Andricsen, tobacco planter, in the colony of Rensselaerswyck 

This 25th of June 1640 
I have received your letters with the accounts, but I can not 
understand them very well. You should settle and liquidate ac- 
counts there with areitt van Curler. I see that you put in my 
account all charges for yourself and for your whole household. 
Tl'.is is not according to our agreement and should not be done. 
Tliere must be other reasons which induce you thereto and you 
ought not to write to me about these.'^ The account of the sale 
of the four cases of tobacco, among which there was one of your 
brother arcnt, I send in another package of letters to arent van 
Curler. You have caused me and yourself great loss by making 

muytcrit'. 

" r. R, B. Mss. Ltltfr Book, f.138. 
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me hold the tobacco so high. It would have been left entirely 
unsold and have spoiled and I should not have dared to sell it 
except for the advice of huybert jansen, tobacco roller, the son of 
jan Comelisen, who had rated it so high. One must follow the 
market here. The tobacco which has lately come from the man- 
hatas is held high. They must probably pay two stivers duty and 
I paid but one stiver; they must pay a stiver a pound for freight 
and I paid but 30 st a 100, which makes a considerable difference, 
and they will not get as much for it as they imagine. As to the 
goods which you request by letter, you should have given this letter 
to areHt van Corler; he would then know what to furnish you in 
proportion to others. It is inconvenient for me to correspond with 
everybody. By so doing I should become everybody's servant: I 
think that I do you enough kindness by selling your tobacco to- 
gether with mine and by sending the merchandise in return for it 
to my commis, who will supply you in the same proportion as others 
as I wrote him also. And if you are not satisfied with that you 
must make another contract with me. Each inhabitant of the col- 
ony would no doubt like to have a master at his beck and call;^* 
that can not be. When your term expires we must enter into a 
different contract, so that I may know what I have aV>ove expenses, 
as my nephew twillcr docs at tho Jiianhatas with his people. I see 
that you are dilij^eiit ; I am there fnre willing to help you along, 
but I can as yet not coinj)rehen(l or nm'ierstan 1 from your accounts 
what your yearly protit to me is. Could you arrange thine^s so 
that I made somcthine^, 1 shall see tliat you i^^et something^. even if 
it were in merchandise or in furs to he delivered to you.*^ hut 
everything nuist j)ass through the hau'ls of the conuiiis whom I 
shall appoint in the colony. If you know a better way, I will 
accommodate you but you must not make me your servant nor 
write as you did about the soap and other things; 1 can not tolerate 
that frotn you. 

Meanwhile. 1 shall feel favorably toward you if you will give 
me further explanations and a more detailed account with arcnt 
z'UH Corler. 

f^torndt wl een Jir. rr ,>f> syn hrtnt willen hfbben; Hterally* would no doubt like to 
have • master on 'his hand, or side, 
** at ware het medt in Cargaaoen in pelUrryen aen m it leveren. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Reyer Stoffelsz^ 

June 2^, 1640 

Reijcr stoffclscn, smith, in the colony of Rensselaerswyck 

The 25th of June 1640 
I have not yet received any letter from you but understand that 
your wife's sister, the banns -of whose marriage were published in 
my colony, married at the manhatatis and stayed there. It would 
have been better if she had married in the ^ony, as she would 
have been more company to you in that way. How much iron and 
coal I sent by den uxiterhondt, you will see from the invoice which 
I sent to areftt van Corler. I trust that you will serve me faithfully 
and live up to your contract, unlike to others, who I understand cto 
nothing but misconstrue my contracts and seek to stir up others. 
According to what I am told here they make my contracts out to 
be much worse than I do in order to arouse others thereby to 
mutiny.*^ They make the charges out to be greater so as to have 
reason for not paying anything; as for example, they make tlie 
freemen, who should receive 30 st a clay, believe that they are to 
get but 25 St. sayitiLj that the patroon must have one sixth part 
which is 5 St. therefore there remain but 25 St. That is a shameful 
misconstruction, for in case they spend 30 st I am not to have a 
penny, as I get but one sixth part of the gain at the end of 
the year. In the same way they misconstrue the tithes, as well 
as the guilder on each hog, the idea being not to pay a guilder 
as oltcii as the hog is sold but only when it is sold to be slaughtered, 
to be sent away or for some such purpose, and it ^eenx to me that 
it is little enough to \,v able to keep a hog in tlie tlel 1 or in the 
woods for one guilder a year, i'herefore please construe every- 
thing to my best advantai;e and do not listen to the instigator to 
evil. The T,ord will l)less yon the more for doing so and T shall 
return kindness for kindness, but those who want to oppose me 
will tind themselves deceived. 

M V. R. B. Ms*, Letter Book, f.iaBb. 
muytinatie. 
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KUiaen van Rensselaer to Maurits Janss van Broeckhuysen"^ 

June 25, 1640 

Mauris Jaiiscn, iii tlie colony of Rcnssclacrswyck 

The 25th of June 1640 
Cousyn mauris Janscn: If you had thought of me as I thought 
of you, you would not have sent such an answer instead of thank- 
ing me. Something must have been wrong in your mind or you 
must have allowed yourself to be stirred up with others. You may 
be sure I shall find who is the cause of.it all ami w brther it was 
not done by those who had the least reason for it. How much 1 
thought of appears from tlie fact tliat although you were but 
19 years old I gave you such wages as men of 24 years and over- 
received and that while I had engaged you for six years, having 
arrived in the colony iti the year 1637, I made you at once in the 
year 1638 master instead of servant on a new farm and in the y«ir 
1639 gave you cme of the best farms on w hich under the present 
terms and in your i)resent capacity, you could earn yearly accord- 
ing to your own diligence and God's blessing, three, yes, four times 
as much as at the time I engaged you. Now see what thanks X 
receive for this. You know or at least ought to know that Gcrrit 
dc rcux, deceased, during his lifetime misinterpreted the conditions 
made with me and frequently acted impertinently toward me, which 
deeds it would take too long to relate. All these abuses I wanted 
to remedy, trusting that a relative of mine, and one whom I had 
so soon and while he was so young promoted from servant to 
master would as a sign of gratitude help me therein. On the con- 
trary I discover that you are tlie principal one to oppose me, 
threatening to leave (as if you had a right to do so, which would 
scon appear not to be the case) if I do not grant you the conditions 
which you dictate in your letter. 

Examine your conduct conscientiously and you will find other 
matters to fill your letters than you have put in so far. Even if 
geerit de reux had been right, which he was not, was I, after his 
death and after the expiration of his lease, bound to observe the 
contract made with him when there was but one farm in the colony 
and when he, being the second [farmer], promised to erect a new 
farm on the fifth kill far from the fort and where nobody lived? 

y. R. b. Mss. Letter Boob, f.ij^b. 
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On this farm which you obtained, on the contrary, there were in 
the year 1638 ^ morgens of winter wheat, which the farmers ap- 
praised at f75 a morgen, chargeable to the patroon. They have 
either scandalously overvalued it or you are not grateful that you 
are master instead of servant on such a farm. And as to the tithes, 
if according to my high jurisdiction I might impose tithes on all 
lands within that jurisdiction which do not belong to me, how 
much the more right have I and also how Christian and proper is it 
to stipulate the same in the lease of the land which I own. There- 
fore, think well what you do, and if you want to expect further 
promotion do not dispute my terms but accept them as they are 
and serve out the time whidi you have promised me, to which I 
shall expect a more carefully considered reply than I have received 
so far. Enclosed is a letter from your uncle. Understand me well, 
when you do right you will also be treated rightly, but remember 
all you gain there, so that I must remain the master and the oldest 
child and if you wish to have any prospect of advancement, do 
not oppose my cousin van korler but help him in every way. It 
will be better for you than if you did otherwise, for I shall not let 
myself be overruled by the farmers, even if not one of those 
fellows remain in the colony. Meanwhile, best wishes from your 
trusting, &c. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jan Comelisx*^ 

June 26, 1640 

Jehan Corneliscn,^ tobacco planter and carpenter in tlie colony of 
Rensselaerswyck 

This 26th of Tunc 1640, in Amsterdam 
I shall briefly answer your undated letter to me. I iitvlcrstand 
your meaning and see that you are greatly mistaken about your 
stipulated wages, and tliat others have stirred you up and made 
you believe that instead of 30 st you are to c^ct but 25 st. If you 
have saved 30 st free money,® 5 st thereof belong to me, but if 

**Omhiion in LeiUr Book. 

"dan gedenekt ail*$ what ghy dotr wint sulcx iai iek mttster tn hrt ousttm kimt 

meet htyveu, 

•> V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.izSb. The hewUng and first four words t>f this letter 

arc I" t!' handwriiiriK of Kiliacn van Rensselaer. 

« In tlic account hooks of the colony, amonR the Rcns.u-laerswyck Mss. this man is 
designated a<; Jon Corm-ltss Timmcrman, Jan Curnclisz, cari.>cntcr. to disiinguiah bim 
from Jan Cornelias van Hoaten. 

•vfy if it' 
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you speiul 30 St on board ami clothes, 1 do not get a penny. 
Therefore be at ease and satisfied with the contract made with me ; 
the year.s will soon pass. And urge others to do their duty and to 
fulfil their promises instead of stirrini;- each other up again>t their 
patroon. It seems that many people iiavc no conscience and while 
here in the country promise me a L^reat tkal which on their arrival 
there they d«» not think of givini; me; but 1 do not think thi> of 
you and shail favor you a^ much as the op])ortunil\ will in any 
wise allow, fnir this reason I have done your uiie this favor 
that 1 have j)ackc'd a small packai^e for you in case no. S. which 
now goes thither in drn ntrrhtnuit an 1 w hich \i»u can ,i;ct u\>on 
request from my cousin iirriit zaii Ct'rlcr when the case w ith ( iod's 
help shall have arrived. Cask I) C(»ntains a fishing net and what 
belongs to it, for which albert als(j has asked me. You may pay 
for it and use it together, as well as michicl Janscn and sunder 
Icendcrsc, according to your letter. 

The grist-mill, 1 understand from pictcr i^'Viicoop, is entirely 
finislied and grinds excellent meal and as to the 8 st a schepel for 
grinding, this nnist be so arratige 1 that people have no ground for 
complaint. I am longing to hear how your tobacco plantation 
goes. \'our son hiiybcrt writes you; his letter i-- enckised in 
an(jther i)acket of letters. V<»u had valued the tol)acco of alhcrt 
too high; one can not fi.x there the market of this country. ] shall 
make regular use of your son to advance and to reconnnend him; 
return me the favor. es|)eciplly in seeing to it that the necessary 
farmhouses be erected -trongly and conveniently and at the least 
expense, and as 1 have sent a mcjdel of a chuiTh, see to that also, 
as Clacs jatisni ruijtcr has gone to the manhntaus, and look arovni<l 
for suital)le timber to be cut during the winter and brought to the 
[place of j buil ing by the farmers. You must not make a mi>take 
and take it too large; the dimensions of the building are indicatc<l 
ill the memorandum. .\nil a^ to sending a minister, I make every 
effort to find suitable means but it seems that there are restless 
spirits in the colony who want to thwart my good work. I wish 
that I knew who they were, T would make a note of them. Is it 
not a shameful thitig that they try to arouse you and other freemen 
against [paying] the tithes which you granted me here in the 
countrj- according to the contract of freemen? They want to 
dictate another way of paying the minister, but tlie^e fellows w ill 
find out wlietlier they are my masters or whether [ am their«. 
There is no more divine means than the tithes for where the Lorti 
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God gives and lets grow nine trees, fish, or schepels of grain; he 
[the freeman] can easily give the tenth in addition and will he 
blessed more than those who try to keep it in their purse. I would 
rather yield my own right than allow myself to be deprived of the 
right to the tithes ; therefore, do your best also to manage everything 
according to the terms made with the freemen and put in the lease 
of the fanners. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Albert Andriesz'^ 

July 2, 1640 
Albert Andriesen, tobacco planter 

1640, 2 July 

Albert andriesen: I have examined your letters and your ac- 
counts as well as those of arent, your brother. I can not get any 
clear idea from them. I have shown them also to my nephew 
van ttviller, the former director, but he can not make them out 
either; therefore, as you sent me duplicates of your accounts I 
return herewith one copy to arent van Corler, You must settle 
with him there. Just as I send you a clear account of your 
tobacco, you must send me a clear account of everything that has 
been advanced there. That I should share in all the expenses of 
the household is contrary to your agreement. The three of you 
were like one man and if you had remained so you would together 
have needed but one house. That it must now be divided into 
three dwellings is to my disadvantage and not my fault but yours 
jointly. Therefore, you must not count as you do but as follows : 
first, you must calculate what your dwelling liouse costs you, which 
concerns you alone ; then what the drying houses or the tobacco, 
cost you, half of which is to be charged to you and half to me; 
further, as to my half of your board and tliat of the men whom 
you have employed, this must not be mixed and entered with the 
expenses for board, clothes and household articles of the whole 
household, but every week, year or month, you must charge each 
one with the amount which I think reasonable and also credit 
eacli witli one lialf of wliat ho has co!itribute 1 to the kitchen by 
fishing, fowHng or hunting. As to your wife, she should be 
cretHtcd daily or weekly with such wages as she has earned by her 
work, one half of whicli is to be chargcil to nic ; licreto must br 

*^V.R,B.Mss. Letter Book, f.iap. 
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added one half of the wages of the men or other people whom 
you have empioycd in planting tobacco or in work connected 
with it 

In return you must credit me with one half of all the tobacco 
which you have sold there to one person or another; also, one 
half of all the profit on the furs, which you do not mention in 
your accounts, though it is included in your contract. You must 
also credit me' in your account with the f75 and the 50^ additional, 
together f 1 12:10, which I advanced you here in this country; with 
your J4 share of the goods bought for the mill company, amount- 
ing to 448:18:8, of which my half is {224 :c) .4 and that for the 
three of you £224:9:4, your third part amounting to £74:8:14, 
which you have paid me, but not the above £75, on which you 
promised me 50^ additional and which will be paid when you give 
me the £1 12 :io. 

You must also i)ay £or hoard of yourself, your wife and the 
children in the colony, to the 24tli of March 1637, amounting accord- 
ing to the account of dirck Corscn to f 104 8 

£or the children £52 4 



£156 12 

I also paid for you to the West India Company fio duty on the 
10 skins sent to your godmotlier by Dirck corsen, for which I paid 
her fioo. Further [you must pay for] the merchandise and the 
like received from Jacob planck and arcnt van corler^ or which you 
may have bought from the Company or others on my credit, to 
which must be added whatever else I may have forgotten. 

Against this I owe you for Yz of the tobacco of the year 1639, 
amounting to f372:8; for your half fi86 4 

for the tobacco of the year 1640, of your brother arent 
f63 1 : 18 ; for your half f 3 1 5 19 

Tills is the way y<»u niu.>t c»>unl. or c\cr\lliini; will he confused 
and mixed up. No other result is po>sihle; 1 can not uniierstand 
your accounts. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Arent van Curler^ 

July 2, 1640 

A mild t I an Curler, in the colony of Rcnssclacrswyck 

2 July i<)4() 

As the i)rccL<liii^ letters came loo late <>n account of the ha>ty 
<'ei)artnre of the ship Jci: watcrliondt, 1 shall answer somewhat 
more fully yours of the 23d of August 1639, ^orncHs 
viclxft. 

l'>v the letter of my l)rother in law hinllcr, yon will sec the care 
taken of yon with rei^ard to the inheritance of yonr father and 
niotluT, opecially reL^TirdiiiL;" the succession t<^> the e>tate near 
vicckcrck. \o\\v uncle hi^ldc'^'yu has been here but he (li<l not 
even si)eak to me, as he is angry at having missed what was coming 
to him by rii::ht of primogeniture. '^'^ It will turn out all right for 
you if yon will only fear the I.'ird and be faithful in your service 
and let no one induce you t' > -in against ( lod or to injure your 
master. Rememl)er that all things have their time and that one 
niu--t not be too hasty and attempt to tly too high. If you do 
right, things will come of thcm'-elves. for which otlu'rwi>e yi>u 
would have to serve or solicit much; and when you consider your- 
self too weak, let me know it and I will have no trouble in getting 
others; however, 1 do n-'t trust every one whom I chance to meet. 

I ha\e this fault lo !in 1 with several of your accounts, as for 
instanc'.- those relatin::; ti' alhrrl andn'csoi and Cryn Coniclisc and 
his brother, that you put on the one side what they owe you but 
not on the other <ide what you owe them in return, while another 
time Aou put d<'wn what m'U owe them and not what thev owe yon 
in return, so that thi> mn^t be a lesson to yon to keep debit an^l 
credit account l-.ven if there be iK'thing to i)ut <!own, this must 
be indicated, otherwise one thinks that it may have been forgotten. 
When you give anytiiing to any one you must add briefly of what 
and to whom, so as to give a clearer idea. 

Herewith goes by CcinwHs iiiclyii a cargo chest Ry, which 
came t" ,, laie for dru watcrhont. It contains three very fine 
blatil ( t \. liii li voti will give in my name to three chiefs; one to 
Sadcr Jitclitd, chief of the maquaes, the other two to the two chiefs 
who have the greatest credit and power among the maquaes or to 

• V. R. B. Mss. Letter Book, f.ispb. 

^hy is quaet omdat Ay syn eerstgeboertc fersmijmt heeft. 
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one of the principal men of the maliikans. You will write out for 
these people my name in large characters, to wit; kiliaen van 
renselaer, patroon of the colony of Renssclacrswyck, presents and 
gives you ( X.!'. jHitting his name) as a sign of peace'. and friend- 
ship and good nci:;h!x)rly relations, this present which you receive 
here from my hand. And although he (Iocs not sec you with his 
own eyes you are nevertheless rememhered in his heart by similar 
ceremonies of friendship. You might do this in the presence of 
pietcr corncHssen an I cornclis teunisscn, who can then further ex- 
tend the matter. There are also four blankets in case no. 8, sent 
by de xvatcrhondt. One is a present for you, the second for pieter 
corncHss, the third for cornclis tcunisscn if he behaves well, and the 
fourth you must sell for me as high as you can so as to have 
some compensation. These small presents to the savages may 
sometimes cause great friendship and prevent much enmity. It 
would also serve as a means of making them acquainted with God, 
saying this person knows you, although he has not seen you, 
through those persons whom he has heard speak and who have 
written of you. How much better then can God, who made the 
heavens and the earth and created the sun which you can see, see 
your works. He who each day lets his bountiful gifts come to man 
tlirough the fruitfulness which He gives to the products of the 
earth and to man's sinful body. 

I have seen the accounts of Albert andriesen but can not under- 
stand them. I send them to you herewith for your examination. 
I write to albert as to the way I think tfie accounts ought to be 
drawn up. Talk with him about it and tell him that he must 
render the accounts in that form or there wilt be a great confusion, 
which I do not want, and before handing him his letter you will 
please first copy what I have written at the close about drawing 
up the accounts accordingly. However, if he should complain too 
much at bearing alone the expense of his dwelling house and if 
everything went well, I would consent to pay one half of it, pro- 
vided that half the house then belonged to mt; but the other 
freemen must pay for their own houses themselves. I have en- 
closed all these six letters under cover of yours. You must read 
them through carefully and copy what is of use to you and then 
give them to each one individually. Give mauris his letter first 
before he has s])oken to any one and sec how he takes it. Then 
give cornclis tcunissen his letter without any!)o:ly being present and 
see whether he takes it well or not, thereafter give pietcr cornclis^ 
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sen his letter, also alone, and read him a commission which I send 
you, in Which he is also mentioned with cornelis teunissen if the 
latter is willing to comply, otherwise pieter cornelissen alone. The 
other letters you must give one by one but in such a way that one 
does not know about the others and as soon after each other as 
you can. If you do not trust yourself to manage the matter alone, 
take pieter cornelissen from, the first as your counselor. When you 
notice that he behaves well, listen more to him and trust him more ; 
but if he should not carry out my intention you must be somewhat 
cautious. You can reply to all objections that you must follow 
your commission and that I have strictly ordered it, asking them 
whether they would be served better if I sent another man to carry 
out my instructions than by having them carried out by you. I 
have no doubt that the bond will be broken and the net will be 
torn, which will prevent them from inciting eadi other as they 
have done. 

Let me know whether Jacob planck left you there all the con- 
tracts, which I made with my people and examine the contract 
of the three people who formed the mill company, namely, pieter 
Cornelissen, Claes Jansen and albert andriesen, in which you will 
find a promise to settle their accounts each year with Jacob pkmck 
or whoever may fill his place. How obedient therefore is alberi 
when he writes in his letter that he does not want to get any goods 
from you. He will find himself in trouble if he keeps that course. 
However, keep quiet and carry out your instructions. If they have 
anything to say, tell them that they must write it to me, that you 
must follow your commission and that I shall know how to find 
those who try to violate their contracts. I shall expect by the first 
opportunity the accounts of the aforesaid merchandise together 
with the returns in furs and the like. However, send me no 
beaver skins except the very best. Others you might trade in 
a^in, as I have tu pay the Company one guilder on eadi skin. 
That would be too heavy a charge on the small skins unless you 
count two as equal to one merchantable skin. 

It is great loss to me that the goods sent by the ship den Enget 
gabriel did not arrive there before the winter. I must have 
patience and you must do your best to sell ever3rthing to the best 
advantage. Above all things take care that your goods are not 
reduced by fire or theft and give no one anything on credit except 
those to whom I mve something and let no one impose upon you 
and construe my contracts in a tvrong sense as I notice everybody 
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wants to. If you want to hove somebody with you whom you can 
trust and idio means to do right by me and you, J do not wish that 
Comelis teunissen or any one else shall refuse you this, but take 
no one unless he is honest and of good conduct. De ruijtcf^ and 
his wife must live by themselves when they come back; do not 
engage them. Have your house fortified that animals may not 
steal from you nor savages surprise you; be especially careful about 
fire and guard yourself against bad women, Indian or others, and 
keep the fear of the Lord before your eyes and He will hless you. 

As to the farmers, I w ant them to enter all their ^ain according 
to the former ordinance and also to offer to you first all the grain 
that they want to deliver to the Company or they will have no 
small dispute with me; and- it tliey du otherwise, they will have 
to expect loss and confiscation. What you need for your own 
support you mii;lit gel from brant pclcn or others on credit; and 
if they refuse to give it to you. yon might pay them in merchan- 
dise. In this way one knife will keej) the other in the sheath. I 
notice tliat you allow others to rule too much over you. The 
farmer who can drink so much wine at a Maypole [festival 1 au l 
not deliver anything, llie rciire^enlative (-»f the patroon ovil^Iu to 
accuse befure the c<nnKil and they oujL,'^ht to fine him heavily to the 
profit of the patroon. J luy will thu> observe their duty better 
than in valuin- the grain on the tiel 1 at 75 guilders a morgen. 
If they are apjHMntcd co^^u■llo^•^. it is in ni)' interest; and if they 
do not seek my adNantage, 1 shall if it pleaNC-^ me apjxtint others. 
As to the debt which the farmers or the men owe the Company they 
nnist pay it themselves, a< yon can <ee from the arrangements made 
between me an<l the Company, which I have sent to Mr kicft, who 
will no doubt hand to you such of the papers as I do not send to 
you. for the C ompany itself has sent him a coi)y thereof. In the 
letter which 1 write to Mr kicft, there are many things which it 
would be useful for you to know. Ask him and he will un- 
d(tid)tcdly let you read my letter. Keep on goocl footing with him 
and present liim in my name with two or three mud<les of wheat, 
which yon can do the more ])roperly as he is licipful to von hi 
making the farmers enter ever\ thing and di liver it into your hands. 
Carefully examine the papers containing the agreement between me 
an<l the Company, but a^ grain is in great demand in that C(Mmtry 
and beaver skins are becoming cheaper here, he ought instead of 

"Above all thines...Dc ritittcr; this passage iinderltned in original. De ruijter 
refers to Claes Jaasx Riijrter; his wife's name was Pietcrtje Jans. 
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4^/2 guil<lcr> a pnniid In funiisli you IjL'avcr skiii.s at guilders 
a iK.und and [pay lOrJ the wlicat at [the rate ol] lo guil lers a 
inudde. As tu the debtors of (iinhs horsscii referring to tiieir notes 
ni liand. they talk al)<>nt tliat to (tlher>, but a> they Unrnv wiilmut 
d(»nl)t that dirck korsrn w a^ my >-ervant an 1 that the goods which 
he ^old to them were my goods, they may be assure 1 that it will 
not do them any harm lo pay to me as I am sulTiciently able Xn 
guard them against furllur claims. They diil w rong in making out 
their notes oi haml in the name nf Jink- k'orscn. as they knew that 
the g<H)ds which he sold t'uMii were mine, in which I let di'rcfc k'ors- 
si'ii and /ail tii-f>^^rns togetiier have an eighth share, and as I under- 
stand that (iirch corscn ha> <em over the notes o^ hand for C'»llec- 
tion. let conirlis trunissi'ii when they apjiear stop them in my name 
saying that they are false notes of han 1. As to the fact that dirck' 
korssni has the goods l)elonging to the j nut owners of the ship 
rciisscliirr.s'^ii'yi k entered in hi^ own name, this ougiit to be investi- 
gated, and if they re(juest Mr ktijt to assist them. Cornells tcunisscn 
will no doubt defend my case and carry it out to my profit, for 
dirck it^rscn can not turn over to private persons goods owned in 
ConinT in. 

I" the right to the tilhes« you will have to regulate yourself 
according t«. your commission, especially with regard to the farms 
whose leases will first expire, like those of bmut pcclcn and Cornells 
tcunisscn, and do not change any date, for these leases must expire - 
the first of Jaiuiary. This is clearly stated in the contract of Gcrrit 
de reux and therefore this date must be kept and brant pclcn must 
have none of the grain that was in the barn before the first of 
January. You must look out for that in his account, for he might 
think that he had a right to one half of the grain tliat stood on the 
field in May 1635. Tliat year still belongs to me. as I paid the 
expenses of it and he must have his wages. (I lis term begins] 
with the year 1636, so that his four years end the first of January 
1^)40 which is the end of his lease, and it is a favor on my part 
that 1 continue him till the first of January 1641. The same is the 
ca^-e with corncHs tcunisscn. These people do themselves a great 
deal of damage by depriving themselves of such beautiful farms; 
but they may do as they please. I will not rent them to any one 
except on the terms of the contract with mauris even if 1 have to 
have them tilled as in the beginning by rutgert hcndricksen, who 
has been an honest servant, as was also brant pcclcn, but now that 
he begins to lie rich it seems that he sides with others to his own 
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disadvanlago. He is foolish, lor I was favorably incliiu-d toward 
him; it is not for him to grant me land accordnig to hi> wi>hes, but 
for me to grant liim my land according to my wishes, and if he d<>es 
not like it I will not force him t(» it, as others will be glad to take it. 

As to jacoh icolj crscn. he should have given me a cow for my 
half share in the horse. He must still do this if it has not yet been 
done; or else put a price on the horse and draw lots as to who shall 
have it. lie is a worthy man and I am snrprise»l that he has taken 
the whole hor>-e without paying me. a> <»nly one half share in it 
belonged to him. Jt is a great loss to me that annclis tciinisscn and 
hnvit pdcn have exchanged a horse for two cows and given four 
muddes of wheat in addition. 1 do not wish you to consent to 
such things next year, but inasmuch as there are so few cows in the 
colony I will this time overlook it. I am very anxious for the 
increase of the horses but especially of the cows, iuiclosed is a 
memorandum**** from my nephew I'an t7cillcr to receive two cows 
and two calves from acrt icillcinscn, which C"rv>i cornclissen is to 
use on his farm and wdiich I have granted him because he has 
done his best to procure good servants. The sample of the tobacco 
of arent z'un dricscn^ is extraordinary but it has a strange after- 
taste. If his brother is willing to discharge him. I am wdlling to 
grant him a plantation on the basis of that of but not at all 

to share expenses. That must be entirely abolished and I must 
know what my profit will be; even if the contract of those who 
work without servants stipulates that instead of one half they will 
deliver one third to me in tobacco. I shall l)e satisticd. 1 have writ- 
ten to michicl about the crystal. Read his letter and let him do as 
1 told him. Something is said in your letter''® about the farm of 
brant pdcn. You must not get your advancement from that 
source.'' You will have enough to do in carrying out my conimis- 
sicMi and instructions and in course of time when 1 hear of your 
capacity and efficieiKv I will give you proper promotion, but you 
must do like others and in the begimiing not want t(>o much. IVIany 
a young man serves his master six years in the hope of being 
advanced. The benefit will come to you of itself if >oii carry out 
my instructions, render me correct accounts and bring in some 
profit; for on this your promotion depends. You must give me 
an exact account of what has become of the 31 morgens of grain 

*"S«e p. 490. 

• Arent Andricsen. 

^commissie; (iroJinlily .n mistake fur mi.fn:,- 

^ ghy mget het van dikant nitt hebben; literally, you must not have it from that side. 
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of the farm of Gcrrit dc reux which they valued at iy^. Let tlic 
^ farmer"- account for tliat anil if he can not do so he must be 
called before the council by cornclis teunissen to render true account. 
These are things which are of service to me and in case he does not 
render a true account he must be Bne 1 according to circumstances, 
for a$ far as I can make out from what mauris janscn says, he has 
been quite useless to me and caused me great loss. I am 
sorry about the accident of the flood and the poor crop which I 
had in the year 1639. One must have patieQce in regard to what 
the Lortl God does, but what happens from neglect of the people 
ought to be remedied or punished. 1 hope that this year 1640 will 
be a better year, both as to the increase of animals and the grain 
crop, of which I hope to be advised by the first opportunity; and put 
in the inventory tlie hogs which are on the farms, which so far has 
not been done. 

As to Symon walings, who so far has not furnished anything, he 
shall also be called before the council to defend himself concerning 
the farm as well as the great expenses which he has occasioned, 
and in case the council be unanimously against their master, like 
the appraisers of the 31 morgens of Gerrit de reux, you will write 
to me about it ; and do not fear in the least to denounce their faults ; 
if they are unfaithful to me or very partial I must take other 
measures and send others. I see that last year there was a fairly 
good oat crop. You must take care of this and see that it is not 
uselessly squandered but disposed of and sold to my profit. [I see] 
that albert has bought a heifer for f200, which is much too high. 
You must make other arrangements about the provisions for the 
freemen, namely, if there are any oxen to be killed about that time, 
that they be properly divided and sold, the farmers having the 
preference, especially those who have raised them, and likewise 
about the hogs, that one does not get everything and another noth- 
ing. These are matters which the council are to settle. There 
ought to be regular fishermen in the colony who at the proper 
season make it their business to fish and to sell their catch among 
the people so that each one might get some, similarly hunters or 
game-shooters who can then sell their deer and turkeys to the 
people. Is not this much better than that every one spend his time 
doing this? 

The inventory of the animals is quite incorrect and full of mis- 
takes and you must in the future pay more attention to that, for 

**MtfMf«r; intended either for bonwmeesttr, fanner, or for mectttr ktueht, forcnan. 
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1 can not get any clear idea from it. The lack of time excuses you 
to some extent, but you ought always to do this work in advance so 
that the time may not find you unprepared. Adopt a good form 
which you can continue with little trouble. If I had time I would 
send you one but my occupations prevent me. Vale, 

Ordinance of the colony of Rensselaerswyck prohibiting storing 
of grain and tobacco without inspection''' 

July ip, JO40 

The commissioners and councilors of the colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck by order of the patroon and his participants earnestly forbid 
and prohibit all farmers, tobacco planters and freemen, whoever 
they may be, from bringing any grain, of whatever kind, or tobacco 
and other products into their houses or barracks^* without consent 
of and notice to the commissioners or councilors there, in order that 
they may make proper examination and inspection of the same 
while it is still in the field or on the land, and whoever opposes 
or does anything against this ordinance and does not allow such 
proper inspection to take place, shall by way of fine forfeit the 
sum of 200 guilders. Let every one take heed that such is our 
intention and guard himself against loss. Done -in the colony of 
Rensselaerswyck this 19th of July 1640* 

By order of the commissioners and councilors of the said cobny. 

To my knowledge, 

Arendtt Van Curler^ Secretary 

Memoiandum of papers sent to the colony in the care of Crijn 

Comelisz van Houten^^ 

Between July 2 and Sept, 10, 1640 

N. B, Sent to Arundt van Curler the following papers by Crijn 
Comelijscn: 

1 A sealed authorization for arundt van Corler, p''. Comelijscn 

and Cornells teunissen, concerning the tithes 

2 Copy of the letters to arundt van Corler of May 30 and 

July 2, 1640 

3 Copy of the letter U) Maurilj Jaiiscn 

4 Invoice of the crofvh sent by the ship den IVatcrhont 

5 [left bhink in original] 

** y. R. B, Mms 17. Other copy in handwriting of Antony de Hooges in V. R. B, 
'^V.R.B. Uu, tMUr Bp9k, f.133. In handwritinff of Kfliaea tu Reanelter. 
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Kiliaen van Renasdaer to Johannes de hatt^ 

September lo, 1640 

Johannes dc lact, al Lcydcii 

10 September 1640 
I can not let tlie «)]>iM»ituniiy tlu- '^ nw^ of .V*" inussart thither 
pass b} withuiil a>kiii<4 you t»> pay tlu- la^t a>■^e■^slnt.•nt (long" ago ad- 
vanced bv MK"). the sai l iimSMirl havini; paid In^ jji g(H)d time. 
1 ;»ee no rea>oii why this is dclayetl. It any nnilnage is taken by 
any of the j)at ticipants in tiie colony, thi> ca 1 h - proj)crly reaiedidl. 

t<t the hiNl nicniorial drawn up by you and causetl to be hande • 
to nu' by Mr hlKiniiicrt , it ^ecnis to me. subject to correction, 
that it runs entirely olY the track, and that you must have imper- 
fectly under>loo 1 m\ intention, for the said me nori d dissolves the 
colonv. dispos^e->is the patroon and open^ the door for separa- 
te »n, which 1 am even aske 1 to take the pains to procure. If thu 
hati been the intention from the bei^innini;". I would not have taken 
th.e trouble to undertake the management as <>{ an ill success 
nothing could he expected but ingratitude an 1 loss and of a good 
sutcess ni^thing but trouble taken for other>i. It is well known 
that as early as Xoveinbjr I declared myself as patroon. 

put everything in order an ! gave instructions in my private name 
and jierson to buy land and i)ay f(*r it. and had the deeds and con- 
veyances mad.e out in my name, ye>^, what is more, even in the be- 
ginning of U\i,o. bc-fore I share l the management with anybotly 
in the world. I sent thither :K'!i!frrt j^ri'irtsnj as my director and 
rutj^crl lirndrrick'si'i: as my otVlcer'''' together with several farm 
hands and boys. This will be Corroborated bv all signed docu- 
ments, and although from January i'>.^o 1 had been spending 
money, I did not get a pennv from anv one till al)out two year? 
later, [receiving then on the] Ji)[h of September 1631 from blom- 
;//<•;■/ ft r the one fifth share fjSi : 17: 8. from yon by .S'*" bot(dczvyns 
the same sum in Xovembcr following, and from Codyn, deceased, 
not till l\'bruary iC^t^j the same sum for one fifth share; and it will 
nowliere ai)pear that I have ever turned over, ceded or given any 
part r)f my patroonship or management to any one, [acting in 

w V. R. B. Mts. Leitrr Book, f.133. 

** Should he 1629 

Though Rutgrr licndricksz was engaged as farmer by the patroon as early as 
Jan. 16, 1630, power of attorney to administer the oath of oflteer to him waa not given 
to van TwDler tilt July t, 163*. 
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this] as (lid Mr Codyn, deceased, and Mr hloimncrt, who left my 
name out of their conveyances, altliouj^di 1 was one of the <»riL4inai 
subscrihers to their c<)lonies; so that I can not and may not ced(! 
in any way what heloni^s to mc j^rivately. Hut this 1 declared to 
you and wrote and said to .V^ niaitssacrt that inasmuch as the Lord 
has blessed me with several sons, I was willing to listen to such 
propositions as would j)revent the i)atroo!i or the successor to the 
hef froMi cheatinj;- his brothers and coparticipants with false ac- 
counts and from makitiL,^ them pay other taxes or cliar^es than 
those which mi:4hl be <lecided by majority of votes ami to sucli 
other ])rop( )sitions as would serve to preserve their ri<;hts; also 
that if the uutlertakin^ throiis^h the Lord's blessini^' should sj^et to 
such a point that a i^reater number of councilors must be ai)i)ointetl, 
each fifth and tentli sliare, according to circumstances, should have 
the right to nominate a person to hoi 1 such place under a com- 
mission from the patroon and that all participants, especially 
those who won a fifth share, may if they like empower such per- 
sons to in<|m"re into such matters as they shall think advisable. 

And although the colony can not and ought not to be divided, 
it would not seem umiatural to mc to make some subdivision and to 
ai>portion [to each participant! some private farms and lands as 
long as it did not interfere with the general rule, for if the sub- 
division were to \)c absolute, all things that are inseparable would, 
have to l)e separated and each fifth would have to be absolute, 
or at least have its separate <'nitb<. carpenters, wheelwright, 
shoemakers and t.iilor, which would be difhcult. And as to the 
sawmill, grist-mill, bakery and brewery, how could these be sepa- 
rated from the whole, especially as to the men who often go from 
one master to the other? Xm 1 what disorder would it give if there 
were absolute division. In short, if the colony were to be divitletl 
absolutely it would be better in order not to interfere with one 
another to have each fifth 10 miles from every other rather than 
to have them mixed. Such division has never been thought of and 
as to the new freedoms, t' e-i ]):wc nothing to do with the colony, 
otherwise we should be badly oiY. as they provide that tithes nmst 
be paid to the Company, from which we are free, as well as other 
servitudes. Some arrangement like that mctitioned above serving 
to restrict the power of the patroon I should be w illing to accept, 
but to do away with him entirely and to make the management 
popular^ is not suitable to the colony and has never been planned. 



dierecilie poi^ulair te maken; that is, to give each participant a sliare in the 
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It is also i!H[)Dssible to accomplish it as, in addition to the patroon^ 
ship and the management^ I own three fifth shares, so that I can 
not be outvoted. It will therefore be better if wc act in unity 
without formality as before and give the others no cause for um- 
brage or contention, 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to the Chamber of Amsterdam of the 

West India Company^ 

October 25, 1640 

1640: 25 October, in Aiiistordaiii 
To llu- Ii(>n(>ra1)lc Inrds directors of the Chartered West India Com- 
pany, ClianilKT of Amsterdam 
Y' lir lionorable assembly can not be unacquainted with the fact 
that tlie long disputes which arose from time to time between your 
worshipful honors on the one side and Kiliaen van Rensselaer as pa- 
troon of the colony of Rensselaerswyck on the other side, both 
with regard to luatters of account and the condition and the free- 
doms of New Netherland, were on the 19th of March last com- 
pletely settled and adjusted after previous consultation with the 
honorable commissioners of New Netherland and report thereon 
by the said gentlemen. All that remained to do was to jsjant him, 
the remonstrant, a proper order for the pajmient of the arrears 
agreed upoti for wheat delivered for the support of your honor'n 
subjects from March 1638. In addition to the previous delay 
seven months more have passed and he has not been able to ob- 
tain the said order» mainly, it seems, on accotmt of the various 
absences of one or the other of the said honorable commissioners, 
and now that he has at last obtained a hcarinc^. all he can sec is 
that they are attain tryinij^ to throw everything into confusion, re- 
ferrini^ him to this assembly and scc-kincr to render the matter al- 
ready decided upon as troublesome*' as if it had never been de- 
cided and this for two frivolous reasons; first, because I drew up the 
resolution of your honorable body and N. B. the form to be used 
by the Company in granting the order, everything accor'linc: to the 
written proposition entrusted by the said renselacr to helleehiere. 
which was approved by the aforesaid assembly, (the commissioners] 
holding that instead of "all accor(Hng to*' there ought to have 
been written "all in conformity with," as if one expression were 

»y. R.B. \fss, Letter Book, f.T34b. 
" raeupt; literalljr, raw. 
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not the same as tlie otiier, siinj)ly for the sake of making trouble 
contrary to the intention uf the assembly on a subtle question of 
words; second, a mere e\cu'>e, saying that in the iieacling of a 
document is written " proposition of rcnscUicr witli regard to the 
new account," and therefore in!er[)reJng tliis as a mere proposition 
(oil! Sancta Simplicitas ) . Hut what at first was only a proposi- 
tion was later accejtted by the honorable commissioners as a draft 
to be introduced into the assembly. rtr>t adopted on the 17th and 
thereafter on the i<;th introduced into the assembly, not by Rcn- 
schu-r, but l)y tile Hon. iMr hamcl, who at the time presided over 
both the assembly and the commissioners, upon which such dis- 
cussion took place that he, Rcnsclacr, waited in the anteroom for 
four Iioiirs. inasmuch as the business with the honorable com- 
missioners consisted of two parts, the first having reference to 
what to«.k place before tlie arrival of the Hon. Mr Kieft till the 
year H'^S, the other as to what to, .!< place during his admitiis- 
tration till June 1639. The hrst part having been read before other 
business was taken up, the other part was held over till after said 
business, when it was also read, examined and approved with the 
hr>t part, whereupon the said Renselacr was called in and informed 
by the president that all questions of long standing were entirely 
settled and determined to the satisfaction of the assembly and that 
the papers would be place 1 in tlie custody of bclechicr to prevent 
their being stolen. The sai l rcncehier having accepted this ar- 
rangement, the presiflcnt ordered a bumper of wine and drank to 
the health of said rcnsclacr as a former member of the assembly in 
the presence of all the gentlemen present, whereupon he left gaily, 
notwithstandii l: tin t'lr i document was very prejudicial to him, as 
may be seen clearly from the resolution, because of the lack of 
the proper documents on the part of the Company. However, 
for the sake of peace and to have once and for all an end to all 
disputes, he declared himself satisfied, so that he, Renselaer, has 
reason to be grateful as far as the honorable assembly is concerned, 
but on the contrary has the greatest cause to complain about the 
delay by the commissioners, who now at last come forward with 
such frivolous impertinence. 

Concluding, he requests of your worshipful honors an order to 
the honorable commissioners to gjrant him the order in conformity 
with the resolution of the 19th of March last and to let him have 
the substance of the contents of the approved documents in the 
custody of beUechicr in order that they may now and in the future 
forhi the basis for mutual business. Vale, 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^ 

January 2^, i6\l 

Toussain M assart, at Leyden 

This 25th of January 1641, at Amsterdam 
This will serve to advise you tliat the ship doi watcrhondt which 
has long been lyin^ in l.nj^lan 1 has arrived from New Netherland 
in this country, hut the j^^oods and furs an I other merchandise have 
not been hrouj^dit here yet. I received some letters from there and 
even this morniii}^ j.,'ot one from Pirtcr corftclisscn, but I suppose 
that there nnist still be many other'> which will j:!:radually ap]>ear. 
In general, the aflfairs of the colony are all right. Clod be praised. 
In the year H»4o a small house burne 1 down in which three horses 
perished, the accident having bee»i can>e 1 l)y tire which blew from 
a torch with which the farmer set tire to the brush in the field, as 
is the custom there; coming back he found his hon^e on fire. Hn 
the <»ther hand the Lord gave us that year a fair increase of foals 
and calves and a fine wheat crop. We begin also to receive some 
returns, as I expect in three cases ^Si beavers sent by this ship 
for the account of the colony and als(t a case for hraiit l^cclcii and 
another for Conwlis tcuiiissi'ii. s. , that the undertaking is ])rosper- 
ing. (iod be praised, riic fur trade begins gradually to get into our 
hands. They write from there that if we do not fail to send mer- 
chandise, we can each year expect plenty of returns. Tie had still 
some goo<ls left but did not dare venture to exchange ihetn for lack 
of letters from us, which unfortunately are still at Hiuikirk or were 
thnnvn overlxtard. lie writes that we should have the duffels 
made somewhat wider and heavier, so that it is necessary that we 
come together at the first opportunity to discuss the matter. Please 
to communicate this to Mr dc lact together with my greetings. We 
arc at hand here and can suit the convenience of the others. As 
to the previous recjuest t > declare myself more iti detail reg.irding 
the patroonship. 1 referred you to the ^ixth article of the Free- 
doms, in which all our questions and disjjules are decided and re- 
moved, to wit, that all lands jnirchase 1 and lying within the limits 
of our colony, together with all the fruits, plants, minerals, rivers 
and springs thereof. iK'long to the participants in common, each in 
proportion to his share, but as to what the patroon holds in fief, 

^V.R.B.Mss, Letter Book, £.135. 
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this belongs to him separately ami aloiie. the fce> to l)c jjaitl on 
each demise Iwing also at his cliargc. 1 have never share<l my right 
with any one of my i)articij)ants, they have never a>kej me for it 
and there has never In-en any discussion about it with any of the 
participants. IJy what means could 1 then he deprived of it? 1 
will gladly listen to reason but 1 declare in truth that I never 
heard any reason or can think of any that would tleprive me of my 
prerog-ative, which l)elongs to me alone, auil make it common to all. 
This is impossible, for even if 1 wanted I coul 1 not give it to my 
own chilflren. for the article in the new Freedoms which allows 
the division (»f the jurisdiction is not found in ours, so that even if 
I should want to try it I could not find any ground to justify it. If 
a girl can lo^c her honor without being touched. I can lose my 
feudal right without having spoken a word alxnit it or ever having 
given it a thought. As to what some say. that Mr C ocnnidts under- 
stands it that way also, I am sure that his honor will not say any- 
thing but what is true, but the answers depend often on the way the 
questions are ])Ut. Mr lad took (tver his honor's share; let Mr 
de Jact show a d(K-ument from his hand whereby his honor declares 
that any part or parcel of my right of patroonshij) belonged to him 
and that he ceded the same to Mr dc Uict. liis honor knows very 
well that there were four jjatroons. each of whom registered in his 
own name at a different tinu and tl.at later we agree;l to combine 
not l)y way of consoliflation but by way of alliance, each patroon 
respectively participating for one fifth with the others in the three 
other patroonships. The truth of what I say appears clearly, 
namely that there were four patroons and each patroon had three 
partners, each of whom owned a lifth share under him and held 
respectively [each in his own colony] the same position [toward 
him as he did toward them], for it is impossible that tivc shares 
should constitute but four patroonslii|;s unless one portion be with- 
out a patroon, or else not a single whole patroonship be found but 
each of the five shares have but 4/5 of a patroonship, to sustain 
which of course would be ri.liculous. Now it is beyond dispute 
that Mr de laett can not have taken over from Mr Coenradus more 
than his honor owned himself, being one fifth share in each of the 
^three respective colonies. But. if Mr de laet claims to be a patroon, 
his honor is right, not of or in my colony however, but in full over 
the colony registered by Mr coenraet himself on the first of No- 
vember 1629 on the east side of the South Bay. just as Mr Wowi- 
maert on the Fresh River, so that each one is and must remain 
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patroon and feudal lord of his colony and I of mine. Here, mon- 
sieur Mussart, you have the analysis of the whole undertaking from 
the banning, with which I hope that you as well as Mr de laet 
and the other participants will be satisfied and rest assured, as all 
sensible and neutral persons will judge, that each tenth part is 50jt 
better off having one head to take care of it than it would be if it 
were ruled by five or lo heads, for if many heads became sleepy 
and trusted to one another to do the work the whole would be 
lost; on the other hand, if they became wide awake and each one 
extended his interests too far, there would be endless intrigues and 
dissensions and the whole undertaking would go to ruin. I con- 
sider each tenth part 50^ better off and I sustain this not for my 
sake because I am patroon and because I have brought the under- 
taking thus far by my efforts and work, but I would sustain the 
same if I were simply participating under Mr de laet or any one 
else who had charge of the patroonship, provided the patroon is 
held to render proper accounts to the participants, not to demand 
contributions according to his pleasure but with their consent and 
in all matters to consult them like confraters. 

I shall now leave the matter, with the understanding however that 
I do not want to prejudice any of the participants in anything 
that belongs to them and that I am willing and ready to prove and 
confirm and defend my patroonship and feudal right before any 
court or competent body of people before whom the participants 
might please to summon me, and more I can not do. 

But this is my wish and request that we may deliberate together 
in harmony, love and good fellowship and that I may be seconded 
by the help and good advice of my coparticipants, for I can say in 
truth that I have never been able to obtain this from Mr de laet, 
not merely for a few but for many successive years, notwithstanding 
my repeated requests that his honor would be pleased to take the 
trouble to examine such papers as were sent out and received «nd 
to assist me with his good advice; nor have I ever been able to 
learn that his honor, either in the Assembly of the XIX, or in the 
Chamber of Amsterdam, or before their High Mightinesses, has 
sought to recommend or to promote the cause of our colony, but 
this I found to my sorrow that his honor seldom or never called 
on except to inquire about rarities or to ask nic for some copy or 
document, just as if the colony did not concern his honor in the 
least. And when lately the undertaking through God's blessing and 
my trouble, care and management began to look promising, I sent 
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the akirc^aid i)artirii)ants a li>t of subjects inr discussion at a stated 
meeting; but when \vc lainr l<iu;cthcr these subjects place 1 in their 
hands by \u\ own liand were not (h--cus>e 1 at all and not even pro- 
duced, indeed ihcy woul 1 almost have preteutled ignorance ol them 
if I had not in>iste 1 on the urgency ot their being taken up in 
connection with the letter from Messrs blomiiiant and dc lact of 
which I wrote you at length on a i)revi«)us occasion ; and since that 
lime they have never come together excej t lor the ^ake of Lucifer's 
(luestion,-'*^' they state difliciilties which might occur in the fiitrire in 
order to curtail me in what at present anil rightly belongs to me 
and, what is more, band together against me by withliohling assess- 
ments for which the money was furnishe 1 by me long ago; with 
this I do not charge you, as you paid me promptly, but the three 
others. This matter however has no connection with the previous 
question, for I do not refuse but have at all times otlfered and been 
willing to render a true account of my receipts and expenditures 
and to lay open the entire condition and situation of the colony, 
yes, more than I have been asked to do. 

Here I let this matter rest, having in the above lines stated and 
proved my contention and sufficiently protected myself in case of 
opposition and, 1 think, hereby acquittcvl m> sclf of my task con- 
scientiously and properly in the judgment of God, of all courts and 
of all honest people. Neither do 1 intend to go further into this 
matter without hearing other arguments, for 1 have written a great 
deal but recci\ ed no written reply except copies of propositions tend- 
ing to the division and conse<iuent dissolution of the colony and the 
patroonship. I acknow ledge that I talk too long and too much but, 
when I think of the trouble which I had for others and how I re- 
ceive nothing but opposition in return, 1 do not know how to bal- 
ance my labor against the ingratitude shown me. This was on my 
Ijeart and had to get out. l''urther, monss Muijssart, in order that 
the things which are beyond question may not be neglected but 
properly attended to, I beg and request you once more, let us come 
together to attend to and put them in order (excluding Lucifer), 
for the affairs of the colony look so promising both with regard to 
the fruits of the land, as wheat, rye, oats and other summer grain, 
and with regard to the tobacco and other things, especially the fur 
trade, that by and by we may expect more returns than one might 
think. I will therefore in all friendship beg and request the Honor- 
able de Lact and yourself to have a peaceful meeting at the first 

om de sake tan lucifers qucstic; fur the soke of rivalry; on accuunt of jealousy. 
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opportntiity t; aticii 1 to whatcvt-r is beyond (li.si)iitc and in case I 
can n( t in good conM-icnco satisfy von all, I hope tliat a basis such 
as 1 indie. itcd above niav \k a 'opted for me wiureby the profits 
which are lR\vond disinitc- may he altcnde 1 to, the easiest means that 
can be found, namely, the preservation ni my right under protest, 
being all that is necessary an»l that is the Iea>t I can do. I hoi)e to 
receive a favorable reply to this from yon an 1 Mr dc Lavt at the 
first op])()rtunity as the time is getting >hort. especially for the 
making of the dutTels so as to have them ready in time. It will 
be better to have our meeting in a week than in two weeks; how- 
ever, you can therein suit your convenience. / ale. 

Sr Muijssart. When convenient please have inquiry made through 
Mr de laet or some one else regarding a young man, called vander 
donck, from the barony of breda, who has studied law at Leyden 
and is desirous of attempting something connected with fanning 
in our colony ; and if there are no serious charges against his char- 
acter, as one can not always get the best to go thither, we might 
employ him also in some other capacity. Vale. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Jonkheer Gerrit van Arnhem'^ 

January 2^, J 641 

Jonckcr Ccnit Wvi Arnhcm, deputy to [the assembly of J the High 
and Mighty Lortls tlie States General, at tlie Hague 

29 January 1641 
Having in October 1639 on the wise counsel of your honor re- 
solved to withhold my remonstrance to their High Mightinesses 
as the said High Mightinesses might perhaps have seen fit to send 
a copy of it to the West India Company, I decided in November 
following to request of the presiding Chamber of Amsterdam a 
grant of Vcnia iestandi in order to confirm the rights which I 
had obtained to my colony.^ Having obtained their consent as 
shown by the accompanying authentic copy attached to my peti- 
tion to their High Mightinesses and considering on the one hand 
the uncertainty of human life and [on the other] the changes 
which occur among the directors, in order that I or my family 
might easily obtain the further approval of their High Mighti- 

"* / K. B. Mst. LctUr Book, f.ij/b. 

^Vtnio iestandi was srantcd by the Chamber of Amsterdam Nov. 14, 1639; approved 
bgr the States General Feb. 5, 1641. See pi. $37. 
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iK'sscs, 1 have tliought it a«lvi>al)lc t<. ri'([iK'st them by petition, 
(referring tlieni to tlie hftli article""' according to which their lligli 
Mightinesses are supreme in jiiristliction and sovereignty, their 
Jligh Miglitines>es occupying the higliest po>ition and the West 
liuha Company the next position, being second to them) not to 
refuse to ratify the same nor to delay it in any way, as at my 
death tlie young chil Iren might thus be completely clei)rived of 
what I should leave them by will. And as I do not know wliich 
is the best way to present this petition nor whether it is in proper 
form, 1 take the libertv t(j hand it to vou bv the bearer and to 
rcMjuesl yun. after reading it over, to advise me what I had better 
do in the matter. 1 do not doubt its succe--. but much depends 
upon the manner of proceeding, .'^hnulil your Imnor think it 
advisable t<» hand it your'^elf to the ])re^ident when a good oppor- 
tunity offers I should be exceedingly honored; and if not. I should 
like your advice a^ to who should do it for me. I coul l easily ob- 
tain some fav(»r or recommendation from the >on of my cou>in'^" 
Cascmbroot, the brother in law of Secretary inutc,^^ and have the 
petition i)resented by his honor if that is customary, which 1 doid)t 
however a.s he nm< sign the apo>til thereon. And if his h(jnor 
please to do me the fav<»r to afhx the small seal of their High 
Mightinesses, 1 would gladly pay liberally for the pen. ink and 
wax. IIovvcvcT, as 1 am ignorant of these matters 1 shall follow^ 
whatever advice your honor may please to give me, as you know 
best what is the customary fee in such cases. I beg of you very 
kindly and rccjuest very humbly to let me have a few lines of your 
honor's good a<lvice an<l to hand the same when convenient to the 
bearer. I received by the last ship a first instalment of beaver skins 
or castors, but they are still in the ship; when I get them I ho|)e to 
remember your honor as the protector of my first fruits, or in case 
your honor's wife should have use for a goo 1 size 1 border of sable 
which I received fn)m Muscovy I will send that to her honor for 
a New Year's present. Vale. 

"Of thr Freedoms and Exemptions, grantnl Jinx- 7. i6-'o. 
" nicht : fc-malc cousin or niece. 

** Gtrnelia Johannes Musch, secretary of the States Ociieral, According to a note in 
Oenvttt eompUtts de ChrUtnttin Hurgrns. 3:179. Jan van Casembroot, the son of 
Councilor Jan Leonard van C.-i^rml>r.",t and of Anna Schadee, became quartermaster 
general of the navy and married Cornelia Mii<.ili. Tlii< Jan van Casembroot. or Jan 
de Cascmbroot. as the name is usually written, is prolt.tMy tlic brother in law of SecreUrr 
Musch referred to in the text. 
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I do not doubt but the lord of rinswouit^ and the 
other gentlemen who request new freedoms will also be 
favorable to me in this matter, that there may be no 
delay or obstacle, the Company haying paved the way. 

Sir, as the F.ni^li>li froiii the North approacli my colony from 
tlu* I'rc'sh River that they can get there over land in two or 
three ('ays an<l as 1 should like to defend the limits of my colony, 
under the supreme jurisdiction of their High Mightinesses and 
the Company, a<; far as the Freedoms granted to me allow, par- 
ticularly article 5, which says " and so far into the country as the 
situation of the occupants will permit," my situation demands that 
the Enirlish (who liave without cause taken the aforesaid Fresh 
River from the Company, of which T see that the Company takes 
little notice so that I must pay all the closer attention to what 
belonj^s to me) that tlie English must remain at least on the further 
east side of the aforesaid Fresh River.** And in case their High 
Mightinesses should be pleased, in view of the Company's interest 
with regard to the entire North River on which I occupy the 
farthest position, to grant me proper commission to extend m}' 
colony into the country from the Nortli to the Fresh River, that 
is to say not wider than my colony extends on that side, I would not 
hesitate to force a certain master pingen^^ an Englishman who is 
nearest to me, to retreat across the Fresh River, whereby the other 
Englishmen of the Fresh River will also be compelled not to 
come nearer to the Company, for if the English continue thus they 
will soon take possession of the whole of New Netherland, as the 
Compan^ docs little to come to a determination of the boundary, 
which is generally, it is true, a rather troublesome question. How- 
ever, if their High Mightinesses declared the limits of itly colony 
to extend to the west side of the Fresh River, it would be but a 
private boundary and not affect the general limits which the Com- 
pany can defend as covering not only the entire Fresh River but 
even 30 miles further eastward into the country. I shall hold fast 
to my end and let the English try to settle the boundary them- 
selves, if your honor thinks that, inasmuch as the welfare of the 
country is also concerned in this matter, their High Mightinesses 
will have no objection to it. I am willing to go to the Hague to 

••JohWl van Rrrdr, lorrl of Rcnswoudc. 

** The paragraph to this point is in the handwriting of Kiliacn van Rensselaer. 
■William l^ciion. In i6j6, establiibcd • aetUeneot in Asawam, now SpHngfieM, 
Maa& 
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lay the matter before their High Miglitinesses, for I notice that 
tlie English on the one side and the Swedes on the other encroach 
on the limits of tlie Company and take away their land. They 
tm^t better grant it to the subjects of their High Mightinesses than 
to foreign nations and potentates. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart"^ 

January j/^ 1641 
Toussain Muyssart, at Leyden 

This 31st of January 1641 
The yoiitij^ man fr(jm Breda of whom I wrote you last, named 
vandcrdonck, from the barony of Breda, called on me today and 
request^ t.. contract for two or tliree famiHes of farmers, from 
whom he has power of attorney which he showed me, to sail to 
our colony in New Xetherland on conditions that for us are better 
than or at least equally as goo l as those we have made before. 
If you have made inquiry about him, as he studied at Leyden, please 
advise me of it at once, as he would like to return at the first op- 
portunity; otherwise he goes to the lord of korst^ to whom our 
louys Saumon, mentioned before, is also inclined to go. If this 
3roung man is of good moral character, it would be a good thing 
for us. Vale. 

« y. R. B. Mss. Letter Book, f.ijSb. 

hgm vander bars'; apparently referring to the lord of Nedterhorst, one of the 

jiroprietors of the colony of Aclitcr Col, which was granted to Mcyrricrt Meyndcrfscri 
van Keren and which extended along the west bank of the Hudson River from about 
Caldwell. Rockland County, N. V., to near Iloboken, N. J.; mc If. Y. Col. Mu 89; 
Doc. rel. to Col. Hint, .V. }'. 1:191. .ju: 13:9; De Vries, Korte Ilistoriaet, p. !65-€6; 
and van der Donck's map of New Netherlands In the absence of any direct evidence, 
H may be doubted whether O'Callaghan (Doc. rel. to Col. Hist. N. Y. I:$i6) is correct 

in statiriK t!iat \hc t rf rictur of tli<- colony of Achtcr C'>! was T'lcrard \ an Rcc'lc. Jor'l of 
Nederhorst, a son of Godard van Reede, plenipotentiary at the peace of Munster. Godard 
van Reede, who in the biographical dictionaries appear* alto as lord of Nedarborst, tfed 

in i'^iS' atiil prtsninnMy his sm) (icranl siicc'-cdfil to l!:c title in tiiat ;ir'.\ nicntim 

therefore of the lord of Nederhorst in 1641 would seem to refer to Godard and not 
to Gerard van Reede. O'Callaghan's earlier statement (His ory of New Netherlotut, 
l:.'^?*) that a cn!,niy "of wliidi Mr\ iidt-rt Mfv nilcrtsr n, tlic llctr Xcdcrhorst, wa» 
patroon," was established early in 1641 — sli){htly modified by Brodhead (History of the 
State of New York, lijfj), who speaks of Myndert Myndersen van der Horst — evi- 
dently rests on a contusion of pcr^ijiis. 

Nederhorst, a lordship in the former Ncderkwarticr of the province of Utrecht, now 
the southeast rart of the province of North Holland, was so named to distinguish it 
from IIooRi rliorst, or Ter Horst, near Amersfoort, in the fomer Overlcwartier of the 
province of Utrecht. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Johannes de Laet** 

February 4, 164J 

Johan <ic Lactt, at Leyden 

In Anistcrdam, tliis 4tli of February 164 1 
I duly received your honor's favor of tlic 29th ult., under cover 
from Mtiijssart and learned with joy that your honor was satis- 
fied with one part of my declaration, though you request a further 
explanation from mv nf others which seeme ! objectionable to your 
honor. Nothing w ill please me more than that we may g^ive each 
other satisfaction, but a< far as 1 am concerned, during the 40 years 
that I have lived here 1 have never had any suit brought against 
mc either here in this cit \ r at The Hague on account of my per- 
sonal management, nor have I talked with any one about our affairs, 
as I notice has been done on the other side, except with those who 
made some propositions to me and to w bom I did not fear to state 
the matter as it was. I see that the difficulty which your honor 
raises has reference to the freedom of your honor's person and is 
set forth in a leni^tiiN argument. I never intended nor has it ever 
entered my mind to let my own person, or you or any one else, 
prevail in a way that wouM imply subjection, so that from the 
outset yr»u are under great misapprehension and according to my 
mind, to give your honor any satisfaction in this matter, this dis- 
tinction must be made that owning property is sotnetbing entirely 
different ffrom having the administration of itj. The partici- 
pants of the West India Company have the ownership but the 
administration or direction belongs to the directors, with certain 
reservations agreed upon between the directors and chief partici- 
pants by way of amplification of the charter. W\ the land in our 
colony together with the fruits thereof belongs to the participants 
equally, each in proportion to his share, but the administration or 
direction belongs to the patroon ; and herein we respectively share 1 
in such a way that I trusted to some one else the administration 
or direction of my money and goods and that person trusted his to 
me in return and if we had remainei on that basis we should all 
four of us have had the same privileges. What difference can it 
make to me that others make a change herein, as for instance 
that Mr Godyn, retaining but the bare name of patroon, per- 
mitted as many as ten people to share in the management, where- 

•*y. K. B. Mss. LclUr Book. f.ijSb. 



Diyiiized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWXER MANUSCRll'TS 5^9 

upon the Ini^iius^ ran into j^rcat expense on acoiumt of the many 
(Hrectors, one wantini; this and another sotnelhini; el^e. and had 
to l)e sold at a loss of 140.1x1:)? W hat ditTerence does it make to 
me that the Hon. Cociiruiius also sold an 1 ceded his coIt>ny with 
its appurtenances; or what ditYerencc can it make to me tliat Mr 
blommart never hegau or develnpcl hi>""' Shall I, who have 
usually been vigilant and <Hligent in my manai;emcnt, be dej>rive<! 
of my powers, and do my partners who have either sold or not cared 
for their rights now want to enter \\\nm mine? This is without 
reason and ought not to he asked by any one. And as to the 
fidelity of my management I have stated with sufficient clearness 
that it is not my intention to make the partici pants contribute more 
than they please and see fit and have aN * submitted to the request 
to render detailed accounts so that I make myself less rather than 
more imiK)rtant than any one else. However, as I feel sure that 
this will not remove your objection I sliall proceed to the second 
part relating to the colony. Above 1 spoke of the jMirticipants 
who are on an equal basis each in proportion to his share and of 
the management which belongs to the patroon provided he is obliged 
to render proper accounts ; it is a question which part is the more 
important. Leaving aside for the present the administration or 
management of the use and ownership of the property, I am com- 
pelled to refer to the jurisdiction or judicature of the colony and 
I notice that there is a great misapprehension on this subject which 
might have serious consequences, namely, that persons are supposed 
to be subject in the same sense as their estates may be. One can 
have a free or a dependent or, taking it at its worst, a servile es- 
tate but it does not follow that a frc( jicrson on account of that 
dependent estate becomes a serf. So that. -ir. the fear which your 
honor has of losing his freedom does not give the least cause for 
argument or worry, though it is true that in my colony I have the 
management of your honor's property, as in similar circumstance.^ 
your honor would have had like power over mine if you or tlie 
Hon. Cotnradus had care l to keep your colony as I did mine. If 
I have anything special at present it is but what your honor would 
have had too. namely, the management, of the property and the 
exercise of justice in the colony. Heretofore I have spoken of the 
property. I shall now speak also of the administration of justice 
which only those are competent to exercise who are specially 
authorized to do so either by virtue of descent from their fore- 
fathers or by grant from competent authorities. As with us the 



Diyiiized by Google 



530 



NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 



right was not acquircJ by descent we innst look for a grant and 
see from whom and how it was acquired. Tlie first place belongs 
to their High Migiitincsscs the Lords States General. The second 
to the Chartered West India Company In charter. The third to 
the patroons by perpetual fief. Now what has the company 
granted? The ownership of the land? Not at all, for by article 
26 they stipulate that the patroons must compensate the savages 
for the land, so that the ownership does not proceed from a gift 
pure and simple but from purchase, in which many can participate. 
But this the Company granted, namely, accordii^ to article 6, 
the high, middle and lotv jurisdiction, Ashing, fowling and grind- 
ing,^ to the exclusion of all others to be holden from the Company 
as a perpetual inheritance " and this is what I am entitled to in my 
colony and others in theirs. I do not dare write here all I think 
of it; however, we must give each other all the information we 
can. It seems to me, sir, that, though I never noticed you to do 
so [in other matters], you on the contrary confound what the 
whole world distinguishes between, namely, ownership and juris- 
diction, for many millions of people have ownership in land over 
which but one has jurisdiction or is judge; it is true that in this 
country there are combinations of jurisdiction, especially in sticht,^ 
but this is the result of their union in one person. Besides, here 
in Holland fiefs are rare and unusual, but in Gelderland they are 
common and there are fiefs of all kinds and of all forms of succes- 
sion, for instance the duke of Gelderland is the overlord of the 
lady of eltcn^ and the abbot of paterborn.^ From this lady and 
the abbot respectively I hold fiefs, but without jurisdiction, 
nevertheless my fiefs have siibfiefs so that people of quality who 
hold the highest offices there must pay me rents of small value; 
however, for so far as these estates themselves proceed from me, 
would a nobleman have the less freedom or respect because he must 
pay me rent? In no wise, therefore, is your honor's freedom de- 
pendent on me, even though your honor's property lies within m\ 
jurisdiction, the less so as I should have had property of the 
same kind under your honor's jurisdiction if things had taken their 
proper course. Therefore, sir, do not dispute my perpetual fief of 
inheritance which costs none of my participants a penny; but if it 

•* Underlined in Letter Book. 
"The Bishopric of tTtrcclit. 

•'rf* vrouwt van <■/?, • •' o abbess of the former convent of Hoch ElteOi oo the Eltm- 

bergr. near Kmmcricb. Rhitic province. Prn^sii. 
** Paderborn; province of Westphalia, i'ru^sia. 
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please you and the other con f raters I will speak not only of you or 
the other persons, to each of whom I leave his full prerogative, 
but so far as the land or property there is concerned, I will speak 
also of myself and what proceeds from my perpetual fief and shall 
show that it has more features, be they what they may, than you or 
any one else of the confraters suppose, and this the more so In 
consideration of ^ several children which the Lord has given me, 
about whom I have said and written enough. But as long as 
your honor or the others, no matter who it may be, dispute my per- 
V>etual fief, it is but reasonable that your honor show me some 
ground for it cither verbally or by written instrument, for without 
that I do not know on what tack we sail. At first there were four 
of us who were patroons, now there is but one person; at first 
there were five shares among us, thereafter four shares, then again, 
five shares, and now tliere are lo shares and by death there might 
easily be 20. 40, 80 or cvcmi smaller shares and if every share made 
the same claims as the 10 share s do at present, what would become 
of the manacjement and the a<lniiiiistration of ju'^ticc. Examine tho 
matter well, sir; the 80 shares would liasc the same reason to act 
against me that the 10 shares now have, for the smaller share has 
as much right as the larger share, unless some shares had certain 
specific rights, which will not appear. But your honors may rest 
assured, not for the sake of your honors' persons but for the sake 
of the property a furc:ne:itioued, there are several territories and 
lordships in the colony and I shall gladly yicM as much as I can 
but T do not intend that one tenth share shall have more than low 
jurisdiction and two tenth shares together, or one fifth, more than 
middle jurisdiction, otlicrwisc the jurisdiction whicli is derived from 
tile Lord God would give rise to despotism. The tribes of Israel 
descended from the twelve patriarchs never had more than one 
judge at a time in the promised land of Canaan. T am sorry that T 
have to bring up such an example, for our colotiy is still so tender 
and it will he so long before it can be called a village,'^ or even -a 
hamlet,' that it will sootier he divided into (So portions. However, 
as it has pleased the Assembly of the Nineteen to lay such founda- 
tion, I hope and think I know what has been given me and. be it 
said without h">asting. that I understand niv rights but I prav God 
that He will grant me the intelligenre to exercise and maintain 
them. Although for a long time I liave not thought about the 

•* dorp. 
*g*hucht. 
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granting of the said privileges the matter is so definitely settled that 
in all the violent altercations which took place about the affairs of 
New Netherland it has never been disputed. It is true that Mr 

Cucnradus never ivanted to accep; the said articles but his honor 
never tried to get away from them except by transferring his pos- 
sessions. The Lord our God Ije jiuljje bet^vee^ us and as for my- 
self I am satisfied that I do not keej) more than belongs to me and 
have never ceded anything to any one, and if your honor and the 
other three do not desire more than belongs to them either, our 
difference will soon l)e stttlcd. 1 f you will satisfy mc on some 
points, I will show that I am iKitlior obstinate nor too ignorant to 
give you >atisfactio!i on oilier^ and in yicl lin- my rights, with the 
exception of placing the nianagcnicnt of the colony in the hands of 
many, show myself to be as willing as can j)ossibly be asked from 
me. 1 nuisi ask )our honor a ([uestion which vou have so often 
asked of mc, namely how I understand the right of i)atroon- 
ship. flow does your hotior understand it? Must each fifth part 
aj> it was at the time of Mr Cociiradiis. or each fourth part as it 
became later, or each tenth part as is i> now. or each still smaller 
part as it migbt become by >-ale or death, l)e consulted in the man- 
agement of the |)roi)erty as well as in the a Iministration of justice ]^ 
And how must it go in case none of the i)artieipants have any sous 
or daughter'^ '■' The inexpediencv thireof will appear at once, so 
that each colmiy must necc>>arily have a single administrator of 
property which can l)e iidierite 1 and owned ami which may Ik? 
dividcil and sub 'ivided among -on> an l daughters ad iiifiiiituiii. 
< 'n the other hand, if the a'lmini-lration of justice could also bo 
divided like the j)rece'Hng sd that man\' luiuilreds of people coul I 
have a -^hare in the a '.ministration of jn^tice. it ought to be re- 
stricted by special regulation, h is tvne that each colony might as- 
sunu' the form of a company oi" u]» treii^l tcrs or be put o.i the 
basis of the W e^i In !ta C '<'mp;iiiy s*. (hat a certain munber of chief 
participants or laml owners would no ninate the a Imini^tratcHs 
from whom the company mu'-l elect a certain mnuber. These 
nominators however would have to be limited to a certain number, 
otherwise one w(->id 1 have to meet new ditTieulties with regard t<i 
succession in c i-^e of death. [The C'o-npany). un<1erstanding this, 
entirel)- barred the wav t<» all sub livision of jurisdiction bv thus 
far n»»t allowing any ow nership of jurisdieli' >n ('sn that no one in 
case of sub livision could make any pretensimi thereto) but <le- 
cided to have the same admim'stered and to grant it in fief, as the 
second part of article 6 shows as clearly as the light of the sun at 
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midday. The Company not desiring to give to the government of 
the colony many heads, states that the patroon, of whom mention 
is made in the preceding article, shall hold the high, middle and 
lazv jurisdiction from the Company to the exclusion of all otherfi 
(not as an estate of inheritance but) as an imperishable Hcf of in- 
heritance, subject to homage,^ and this so strictly that if the pa- 
troon shouM want to will any part thereof to his children or heirs 
(having no power to do so during his lifetime and such action 
taking effect only after his death) he must during his lifetime re- 
quest a grant to do so. The provision in the new draft of the 
Freedoms that the high jurisdiction may be divided will not readily 
pass if the high and mighty .government of this country properly 
see to it; but taking it for granted that those who are interested 
should obtain it, what would it mean? Would it be for the best 
interest of this country, or the b?st interest of the Company, or the 
best interest of the colony or the participants ? Not at all ; but for 
that of the patroons who seek to obtain it and whose birth gives 
them a right to be called to a seat in the Provincial States when 
they have such right of jurisdiction, so that a patroon who had six 
sons and who should confer the high jurisdiction on each of them, 
could recommend one to a seat in the States General, another In 
the Council of State, and the rest in the Provincial States, the 
representation of the nobility, and so on. If your honor think<$ 
that these articles have reference to the participants, I can not find 
that as they are drafted at present the participants are in any way 
concerned in them, but their children and heirs, provided they also 
apply for a grant to transmit their jurisdiction. However our 
Freedoms are not so worded, so that it is unnecessary to speak 
thereof. And as the 7th article is not so limited that it precludes 
the patroon from including others therein and 1 have already ob- 
tained a consent or grant from the Company to dispose of the saii 
fiefs by will according to niy pleasure I am willing to make such 
disposition (not as a matter of obligation, but of my own free will) 
as to enfief my participants, that is to say, the fifth shares or each 
two tciuii sliart>. ju^l my own cliirreii. other than the patroon. 
with the mi'Iille and low juri> 'iction. fishing, fowling and grinfling. 
to be (liviiled respectively aiiioiig the five lordships within the 
colony so that the patroon will in the first place ke. p the high juris- 
diction an 1 also retain in one of the five lordsliips the niidille an I 
low juri'-dictinn and further — as two nf his l)r<itiuT>. as wt-ll a^"- 
two of his participants, are counted hy me each a> one tilth .share, 

•UadcrliMd in Lttttr Book, 
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for the sale of one lialf of tlieir rij^lit docs not conccni nie — cede 
by way of ticf to eacli in the lordship to be selected by him nii Idle 
and low jurisdiction, lishing^, fowlinj^ and grindin<^^ inclusive, sub- 
ject to a fee of fio, whenever the fief descends or changes hands. 
And further it is inadvisable, even impossible, to go; for if we 
made some agreement, contrary to the Freedoms of the colony, 
no matter how much 1 might grant or promise your honor or the 
other participants, believe me, sir, none of these promises could be 
kept no matter how firmly 1 bound myself to fulfil them, unless a 
special article to tliat effect (not a set of new freedoms, for these 
the other patroons could not oblige me to request) were inserted 
in the Freedoms by the Assembly of the XIX, at my request as 
fief holder, granted by the Assembly of the XIX and approved by 
their High Mightinesses who have acknowledged mc as patroon. 
In this way it would have to and could be done and not otherwise, 
except by testamentary disposition according to article 7 afore- 
mentioned, by way of subfiefs. 

Sir, I have treated this matter somewhat more fully than was 
necessary for the sake of giving you as much satisfaction as pos- 
sible and 1 have taken this trouble to show you that I on my side 
am willing to do all I can to exclude Lucifer^ and if it is not stated 
as neatly as it might have been, it has flown this way from my 
pen in haste, without consulting anyone but a certain person* 
who studied up to the time of taking his degree. Having got into 
an arginnent about feudal rights, he replied that the professors at 
Leyden had said that they seldom occur in Holland and that it 
was useless to waste one's time on them. Excuse me, sir, if I 
notice in your honor's letters that you confound the management 
of the property with the administration of justice, which are dis- 
tinguished from each other by the Freedoms, the first being made 
heritable, so that a last of grain might be divided into quantities 
not larger than a thimblefui; while on the other hand the adminis- 
tration of justice is made, not many-headed, but single-headed and, 
furthermore, not a single-headed alministration transmissible by 
descent, but a perpetual fief which must pay homage to its lord 
and acknowledge him in other ways such as are reserved to the 
High Mightinesses the Lords States General and the Company 
from the patroons by article 5. The expression "high jurisdic- 
tion " is used here by mistake, as this is conferred on the patroons 
by article 6. It should be "supreme jurisdiction,** having refer- 
ence to sovereignty. 

*FnMAj AdriacD vao der Donck. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^ 

February jOfI 
Toussain Muyssart, at Leyden 

5 I V'bruary 1641 

Enclosed I send a letter t<) Mr dc lavt in whicli 1 have set forth . 
in haste yet at length not only the reasons 1- 11 . the fun lamcntal 
I'rinciples, as well of the management as of the administration o£ 
justice, upon which the Assembly of the XIX h»\'e granl< ] the 
respective colonies, t)ie management and administration of tlie 
property being accountable and communicable to the participagts 
or owners of the said colonies, while the administration of justice 
is held by the respective persons as a perpetual fief from the Com- 
pany. I am sorry that my con f raters have not done as I have done; 
they would then have the management of my property in the same 
way as I have now the management of theirs and they wouUl see 
that their interests were equally well caret! for. As I have stated at 
all times orally and in writing and as I now again declare to Mr de 
laet, I am willing to render proper accounts to the participants and to 
advise with them about everything. As far as the administration of 
justice is concerned it is out of pure affection that I reserve to my- 
self the high jurisdiction, in order to keep the colony in one hand 
and under one head as a protection against all injurious separation 
and subdivision. To each fifth part might be given middle and low 
jurisdiction under payment of a fee of fio whenever the fief de- 
scends. And if they should want to subdivide these fifth shares 
still further, each fifth share might g^ant by way of subfief a tenth 
share with stipulation of the payment of a fee of f5 whenever the 
fief descends, while retaining the low and middle jurisdiction, for 
I can not understand how a fifth share consisting of two tenths 
shares could administer the middle and low jurisdiction except by 
their taking turns, and how would that go in the future? But 
according to the preceding arrangement there will always be one 
who administers the high jurisdiction in general, while there will 
be five participants who by right of descent administer middle and 
low jurisdiction, which is a good arrangement. Now as far as I 
am concerned, I do not care which twentieth share is to have the 
middle and low jurisdiction, whether one cares to cede to another 
or they draw lots for it ; it amounts to the same thing to mc, I like 
the one as well as the other. 

« y, R, B. hiu, Utttr Book, t.i^ih. 
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Further, Monss^ Muijssart, I am glad lo hear the good testimony 
about the young man who left some days ago and proceeds with his 
plan. T hope that we will get gooJ service from hini but if you 
should hear anything to the contrary, please let me know. I am 
anxious that we should come together some time to talk ab(tut the 
merchandise which we are to send and also about having the duffels 
made somewhat wider, heavier and more woolly than the preceding. 
We sliall receive more than twice as much for them not by getting 
more skins but by getting the largest and the best. I am sorry that 
the survey of the land in our colony by lamontangHe was not com- 
pleted. I forgot to write about it and therefore Cornells Teunessen, 
whom I appointed as the representative of the patroon and the par- 
ticipants, objected to it and I can not blame him either that he did 
not allow this without order from his patroon, for it might have 
serious consequences, as one participant might give different orders 
from another. I did not think of this when you read the letter to 
me and it appears that the servants pay more attention to their 
duties than the masters. I think, however, that he refused this 
largely on his own account, as he has always stated that the lands 
are smaller than they really are. I will see to this at the first 
opportunity. It would have been better if you had given me a 
recommendation to la montangne to help me in this matter pro- 
vided I paid him for it and that I had requested and authorized him 
to carry it into effect. It seems to me his charges are pretty high, 
making a voyage of six weeks out of what in good seasons with a 
small vessel can be done in six days. I presume however that his 
survey took that length of time. I am surprised that Comeles 
tcunissen did not write anything about it. I'alc. 

Resolution of the States General empowering Kiliaen van Rens- 
selaer to dispose of his fief of Rensselaerswyck by will^ 

February 5, 1641 

Clcin Scgcl <^ "Py 

2st l-"xtraiM from the register <'f roohitioiis of 

[siguedj J:l':lissc the High an 1 Mighty L«»r(N the States Gen- 
eral «»f the I iiitctl Xclhcrlands 
Tuts 'av tlio sth nf I i liniarv 1O41 

There was read in ihr a^st-nbly llie petit'* >n prrscnte l to their 
High Migluincs>cs in the name and on behalf of Kiliaen van 

* /'. K. B. Ms* 19, marked Iliiij. Translation revised from Doe. tel. to Cel. Hitt, 
N. Y, i:ia4. 



iJiyiiizea by CjOOgle 



VAN kKNSSbXAER IJUWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



537 



Rensselaer, patmon of his colmiy naiiud koTissdiicrswyck. situate-.l 
on the X'orth River of Xew Ncthcrlaii<I. pra\ injr a])i)roval of a cer- 
tain order entere 1 )>>■ the (."luiniber of the W est Itulia Company sit- 
uated in Amsteidani, tlie 14th of Xovemher ifi^ ), on the niari^in of 
the petitioner's retjuest to be allowed accordinj; to tlie seventh article 
of the hVeedoms granted to the cnlonists in New Xelherland afore- 
said to dis|^^se of his. tlie petitioner's, fief or estate of inheritance 
referred to in the sixth article of the sai 1 l-'reedonis. W'here- 
uiXMi after deliberation and consideration of the fifth article of the 
al>ove mentioned I rte loms. the r High Mightinesses instead of the 
aforesaid ap})roval by him prayed for have granted and allowed the 
petitioner l eiiiam testaiidi, in order to enable him to dispose i\v 
last will, according t'j his pleasnre. of the aforesaid fief of inherit- 
ance or feudal estate, whereof letters patent in ('ue form shall issue 
to the petitioner. Bel »w was written . Agrees with the aforesaiJ 
register. And was signed: Corn Mitseh 1641. 

Coneoniat haec Copia cum suo (^ri^/inali 
Quod attestor infrascriptus notarius I'ublicus 
Amstclodami rrsidens A Mayus A, 1641. 
[signed] /; vandc I'cn 
nots Pub. 

AO, J641 
5 

Letters patent empowering Kiliaen Rensselaer to dispose of his 

fief of Rensselaerswyck by will*^ 

J'cburary 5, 1641 

The States General of the United Netherlands, to all who shall 
see these presents or hear them read, greeting. Be it known, that 
on the humble petition of Kiliaen 7 an Rensselaer, patroon- of his 
colony named Rensselaerswyck, situated on the North River of New 
Netherland, within the limits of the General Chartered West India 
Company of this coimtry and taking into consideration the fifth 
article of the Freedoms, granted by the Assembly of the XIX of 
said Company to all those who shall plant any colonies in New 
Netherland aforesaid, we have granted, allowed and conce fcl, and 
do of our sovereign power by these our letters patent grant, allow 

* V. R. B. hfsi 20. Parchment, $2x67 cm. Tranilation revised from Dac. r*t. io Col. 
Hist. N. Y. 1:124. 
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and concede unto him, the petitioner, authority to dispose of, be- 
queath, and give directions concerning the aforesaid his fief, named 
Rensselaerswyck, either by form of last will and testament and 
codicil before a notary and witnesses, superintendenfs and commis- 
sioners of fiefs within whose jurisdiction the said property is situate, 
or elsewhere and otherwise at his pleasure, for the behoof of his 
children, if he has any, friends and relatives or others, strangers, as 
he shall please and think proper ; the aforesaid, his fief to his child- 
ren or other persons to give, convey, or leave, in whole or in part ; 
thereupon to charge rents, hereditary or for life, or to give any 
one the usufruct thereof, at his discretion and good pleasure. We 
have further given, and do hereby give, the petitioner permission 
and power to change, enlarge, diminisli and revoke his aforesaid 
last will and testament which he shall tlius make, or has previously 
made, by codicil or other arranj:jt'iiient of last will, whenever and 
at all times that he shall please; which teslanu'iit. gift and order thus 
made, or to be nia'le. by the ])etitioner, we now. for them, have con- 
firmed and ralitk'd. anil by these our letters patent do contlrm and 
ratify, and will that it be niaintaine<l and executed, an i be valid 
and of j^ood clTcct fore\er, and that to whomsoever the aforesaid 
petitioner has L^ivcn the said fief, or a portion thereof, or assigned 
any rents or u'-ufrnrt thereof, he ^hall use the same according to the 
laws, statutes and customs of the place wheri-in situated, in the 
same manner, ami in all f«>ruis and ways as if the said gifts or 
grants were properly made aii<l executed before the alnne mentioned 
( i(. lu-ral Gnnpany. or others, its assents. Provided, that to wlir.ni- 
soever the above nauied petitioner sliall give, order, or make over 
the aforesaid fief, whether man or woman, he shall be bound, 
within a year and six weeks after the <!eat]i of the afore-^aid pe- 
titioner, or his or her entrance into p si,cs>i..n (»f the above described 
fief, to d<t homage unto us and to no one else, and pay the fees 
thereunto appertaining and Inlonging. all without fraud, guile or 
craft. \Vheref<»re we d" request and order the aforementioned 
General Chartered West India Company to instruct and command 
the governors, or commam'ers and council, who now arc, or shall 
hereafter be in New Nrtherland. ami moreover all others whom it 
may in any wise concern, r-m jointly and encii individually as it may 
behoove them, to maintain .an i exeeute according to its form and 
tenor the order, last will and testament of the above name 1 pe- 
titioner, as he cball have made, or yet shall make it ( an I as now by 
US ratified and confirmed as said above) ; and to allow and permit 
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whomsoever he, by his last will and testament, has given and grafted 
the aforesaid fief, or shall have made, assigned, or shall yet make, 
give or assign, any rents or usufructs, the quiet and peaceable use 
and enjoyment thereof, without causing or allo>\'ing him at any 
time to experience any let, hindrance or molestation therein to the 
contrary. Given under our seal, paraph and the signature of our 
secretary, at the Hague, on the fifth of February, sixteen hundred 
and forty one. 

[sigtiedj pr O Lijcan^ V* 

1641 

[Seal of the United Netherlands] By order of the aforesaid 

the honorable Lx>rds the States 
General 
[signed] Corii Musch 

1641 

Johannes de Laet to Kiliaen van Rensselaer^ 
February 8, 1641 

Sir: 

I have duly received your favor of the 4th instant, in reply 
to which I shall briefly state the situation of our affairs as I have 
always understood them and still understand them. The Company, 
deeming it advisable to throw open to individuals those things which 
according to the charter it alone was entitled to do, did so by the 
offering of freedoms and in other ways and with the stipulation of 
what was to be done in return by those who wished to enjoy those 
privileges. Among those things which the Company alone possessed 
and wished to share with others was the riglil to populate the lands 
within its jurisdiction. These lands were of two kinds; some had 
iheir inhal)itants and government (bad or good as the case might 
be), others were still wild ; and the conditions to be imposed on those 
who accepted the [freedoms] nnist l>c arrange 1 accordingly. Our 
subject relates to lands which were inhabite l. The Company by a 
general grant promises that all those who shall briiii,'^ into Xew 
Netherland a certain number of people within a certain time shall in 
return enjoy such privileges as arc more fully expressed in the grant 
so that (he grant is a gift with conditions: do this, and you shall in 

'••PiittT at i!-fTfrriit tiri'c-s scl'.cpiri uuA l>in l'i hi in -ti ; of Ilaru i -I i ; ^^. 

1640-43, member of the States General. He was born in ij^a and died in 1658. 
HeraUitkf SibHolheekt 1879* *'-39A- 
* V. R. B. Mm ai. 
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return cnj<»y that. In a Idilion tlic C'omi)aii\ lia> stipulate ! tliat 
no former owners are to be 'lis])osses.se I of their lauds by force, 
but that they tnu-^t Ive paid lor their interest. This having; been pro- 
l)osed by the Company an 1 otTered to everv «>ne. Messrs Coiiraiii, 
Codijn. Blonunart and your honor agreed to declare your willing- 
ness to the Company to do each in a certain district what is re- 
(piired by the con 'itions and in return therefor to enjoy what is 
promised by the Company, with t'ns unde^•^landin^ amonj^ Nour- 
selvcs that the exjienses were to be b :)rne by >hares, in the same way 
in each colony, namely, that the pers()n wdio should make the 
promise an 1 sii,Mi tlie ai^reement wit'i tlie Company shonl 1 be re- 
sponsible for two fifth shares and the (»thers each for one share, 
mak'in}^' five shares in all. d'his has later been channe l in some 
respects and can always be change 1 a.i;ain, each one beini,^ master 
of his own, but is really not essential to the matter. The registration 
having lu'cn made-, n^ thing was thereby obtaine 1 from the (.'om])any. 
nor could anything be obtained before the cojiditions which the 
Com]>any exacted were complied with; for example (to come some- 
what closer to the matter between us), your honor ditl not by 
your signature or registration in the Company's book become fief 
holder in New Xetherland, but Ikhhi.! yourself to do as the Com- 
pany required in order in return to enjoy wliat it offered, the ar- 
rangement being exactly the same as that of the charter and 
participation in the Comiiany. for it was not enough to sign to be 
a participant, but money ha I to be furnishc 1 also. To proceed, 
your honor making registration on the Ncrth River, had n i in- 
tention of complying with the conditi ns alone (neither had the 
other getitlcmcn), for you ha 1 agreed with one anoth.er to carry 
on all these affairs with common funds [contributed! in the pro- 
portion above mentioned; nobody reserved anything special for 
himself but what existed in fact.** Your honor pro li r 1 the Com- 
pany and agreed to comply with the terms and so had the others : 
by this a perpetual fief was to l e obtaine 1 which w as to be granted 
and to descend t > a -ingU' indivi 'ual; these things could not well 
be separated. In this way it was reserved for your honor, and also 
for the others who registered to receive the fief and have the name 
thereof. Anything more 1 do not find reserve ! in your contract or 
that of the otliers and those who were the participants or who since 
have become so in their slea 1 did not have to make a single stipu- 
lation with your, honor for they entercrl into ])artnership as to 

' nicmani cn bcxiotxi^h Jacr ii-ls sf'Ci tiicls -. oor lirmsclurn ah t' ^cnc dtit in feiji betlonl. 



Diyiiized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER llOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



expenses and therefore must also have entered into partnership 
as to everything that might be obtained therewith. Even if it had 
so happened that you had first associate J partners with yourself 
after the registration of the colony in the book of the Company, 
your honor could not (with reason) make stipulations with your 
partners, for your honor could not give them but what they could 
if they wished get from the Company just as easily as your honor 
got it, for everything remained still to be done, all expenses and 
investments were still to be made or to be considered by the copart- 
ners and those who might later be admitted as such by your honor 
or others, so that everything that was obtainej at the registration 
or was to be obtained later, was obtained with the money of the 
partners who contributed in even shares. Should your honor now 
come and say — these lands which have been bought belong indeed 
to the copartners in common, the people or the colonists which 
have been sent over there are for the loss or profit of the partners, 
but the lKTL<litary fief helonj^s to nic alone ; I alone have the ad- 
ministration of justice an 1 whatever else the I'VcedtJius L;rant in 
connecti«»n tlierewitli aceor^ injLj to the rei^;ilatio:i> and. reserving to 
myself the high jurisdiction. I will j^dadly extend to my partners 
the middle and low juri^ lieti" tn ? I wi^h that somchoily couUl 
tell me the arL,anucnt> upon which such an arrangement could he 
l>ase 1. In companies for the <likin<^ of land, everything is ohtained 
for the partner> in common ; ik IkhK gets anything for himself alone, 
InU every partner receives in pr<ip<trtion to hi- >hare in the whole, 
yes. even (to touch on this poitu also) he who owns a share of (kxx) 
guilder^ in the company has jn>t as nuicli to say ahoiU the ad- 
ministration as he who has ten tinu-s as nuich in it; and the small 
town of f'ttniirrriid has as nuiidi voice in the asse nhly of the States' 
as the city ol .\m--ter lam. To conclude, as I have also explained 
to vour honor l)v WMrd of month, mv understandiiiL; is (till some 
one can inf«»rm me differently) that all t'.at la-^ heen produced 
and obtained in the colony f>f RensNelaerswyck and all that is 
owned there, free 'oms. dignities, j jri--dic.i<,u. here litar\ hef. was 
received hy our companv in common, an 1 not one thing l)v your 
honor privately and the re-t hy n^; that your honor*l)ears the name 
of the colony is all well an I goud inasmuch as y»»u made the regis- 
tration and are the largest shareholder hut your honor is not entitled 
to more, alone and above us and in good faith. Seeing that your 
honor talks so much about a fief, has your iionor letters of feoff- 

• The State$ of BoUand and Wc«t Friealand 



542 



t^BW YORK STATE UBRARY 



ment from the Company and [from] their High Mightinesses by 
which Rensselaerswyck is acknowledged as a lordship with criminal 
jurisdiction and your honor as a vassal? I imagine not and that 
you would not easily obtain either. I shall say little of the admin- 
istratis ; it is true that it is customary in all companies to entrust 
the administration to a few ; so it happens in our company here and 
this because too many administrators make confusion, but no ex- 
amples will be found where the entire administration is entrusted 
to a single individual and I do not think either that your honor 
seeks this. Our number is still sufficiently small and in the course 
of time there would probably be enough work for us all to rack our 
brains about, one having knowledge of one thing and another of 
something else. That he who has ten shares should have some- 
what more power than he who has but two seems reasonable enough 
but is not taken into account by any government, otherwise in all 
cities the richest must become magistrates and the largest share- 
holders be chosen as directors. If we could only get over this first 
difficulty and if your honor could only understand that like master, 
like man^^ and that we form a partnership (your honor wants to 
make us cardinals but be pope yourself) and that everything still 
belongs to us in common, just as if it w.ere a newly diked-in polder 
which has not yet been sold in lots, the manner of administration 
will then readily be settled among us. I shall say this however 
that, although I ascribe to your honor much intelligence and 
wisdom, I do nevertheless not believe that your honor would be 
able to do the work alone, especially if the government and the 
administration of justice must be looked after and proper officers 
and instructions and everything else connected therewith provided, 
as you would have to do if you alone should have the jurisdiction. 
And what would become of us if your honor or those who may 
succeed you should make an important mistake? To conclude, 
for my part, I do not want anything from you ; for, as I understand 
it, your honor has nothing that I have not also, except that as 
you have advanced more money, you ought also to enjoy more re- 
turns and if the polder (by way of speaking) came to be divided 
into lots, to expect more land. Your honor may now as well state 
your intentions in the matter, for I am neither incHned nor is it 
convenient for mc to write again an 1 again ami at length on this 
subject and draw up a "p'."oc(:;s verbal" as it were; if I see that 
I can not have it as I lhii;k it ought to be and as I should want to 

<*f«IL mmnkktm gel, eappti like motiki, like caps. 
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treat someone else if it were my case, I shall withdraw from the 
business, try to make the most of it without obligating myself in any 
manner but sell it for what it is worth. After friendly salutations, 
I commend you to God. Leyden (his 8th day of February 1641. 
Was signed: /. de Laet 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Louis Saulmon'^ 

February ^i, 1641 

JLouijs Saulnioit, at Breda 

Tliis 2 1 St of February 1641 
In rcj)ly to yours of llv- lotli iustatit, 1 will say that I am in- 
formed that the Company will make a ship ready to sail lo New 
Netlierlan<l but I <lo not yet know definitely when, nor how nnich 
room there will be left in it. I have no doubt but there will be 
plenty of room for the passenger> but I am much afraid not for the 
animals, mdess a speci.il ship be hired for that purpose. I spoke 
to the young man ^ aiidrnlinick, who was here with you, about the 
condition of my animals in the colony. He showed me an order 
or power of attorney from the pcoj)lc' who were to sail thither. He 
will tell you about my animals; it takes too long to write about it. 
As far as T understand from him you are not quite agreed about the 
voyage. Let me know about thi^ w hen convenient and tell him also 
that the ship is being made ready by the Company. I gave him 
some idea as to the con litions; you might come together and talk 
the matter over, especially if you are agreed. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^^ 

March 2$, 1641 

Toussain Muijssart, at Leyden 

In Amsterdam, the 25th of March 1641 
I still have your letter of the i8th instant and see that you obtained 
consent to have duffels made ^ yards wide, which suits me 
very well. However, as I do not know what the situation is among 
ourselves (though you have paid me your last assessment in full) 
and as the fur trade is not an essential part of the participation 
as regards the ownership of the colony^ I should like to know 

" V. R. B. Mas, Letter Book, f.^ab. 
» V. R. B. Mu, Utter Book, f.uab. 
» UBderlined in Letter Book, 
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whether Mr lic Laet as well as yourself are willing to participate 

in the merchandise which is sent thither or might still be sent, in 

order tliat we might revise the list proposed by me and according 

to circumstances increase or diminish the quantity. If so, I shall ' 

not fail as soon as I receive notice from you to call a meeting to 

discuss the matter thoroughly with one another. 1 shall expect the 

decision of both of you respecting this, so as to speak of it also to 

the participants who are here as soon as I receive notice from you 

and then to prepare for the appointed time. 

Now, as to the other matter, I had already drafted one half of 
my letter to Mr de Laet, but as Mr Blommaert informed me of 
his displeasure at my prolixity, I bfoke off and stopped my work, 
the more so as the said Mr Blommaert intimated to me that the 
participants inten-Jed to constrain or force me by legal process and ^ 
because I understand further that four owners of tenth shares have 
banded together not to act without each o{her*s consent, which 
is a kind of plot. In addition to this comes this third reason, that 
certain advocates or lawyers in going by boat from Utrecht to 
Amsterdam discussed (though in Latin) our controversy at length, 
mentioning me in fact on the one side and the other tliree (not 
mentioning you) on the other side by name and putting me 
in the wrong (though no sentence has been pronounced) ; so that I 
can see clearly what is brewing. Therefore, Mr Muijssart, this 
short letter will serve only to request you and Mr de Laet kindly to •> 
give me some information regarditig the matter in order that I may 
not be taken tmawares for I have till this hour consulted no one 
in this matter. If these things are done behind my back and with- | 
out my knowledge and if efforts are made to draw me out by 
letters, this will not deprive me of my just rights and lo to 12 years* 
possession; the reasons which I gave are simple indeed and must 
be taken literally and to break off my prolixity I can not help 
giving from the bottom of my heart this categorical answer to his: 
that of all that is in dispute between us nothing lajas bought xvith 
his money or obtained by [his] promise [nor by any] giving or 
promising of money, but all was owned before J ever gave money 
or promised to give money and was netter ceded by me to any one}* 
This will be found to be tlie truth and herewith ending, etc. 

" Undeiiined in LtUer Hoe», 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to WiUem van Galen'^ 

♦ 

J/>n7 JO, 1641 

IVillem run galcn, at Utrecht 

In Amsterdam, the 20th of April 1641 
I see that the heirs of Gerrit de Reux deceased have given you 
power of attorney to liquidate their accounts with me. I am sur- 
prised that after I here made them various propositions, as the 
matter is very intricate and confused, and after I offered to pay 
them a considerable sum in order to avoi J long delay and to acquire 
reputation for liberal dealing since I send many people thither 
every year, and after they agreed to consider said sum with a view 
to letting me know their decision later, I never heard from them 
again and that now, on the contrary, I understand that they have 
given you power of attorney. If they seek tedious proceedings 
the work is sufficiently adapted thereto, so that it will not be so 
easily settled as one might think. If you like to try it, call at your 
convenience, as I am at home most of the time, Thursday after- 
noons however I am always engaged and each clay gives me enough 
to do, e-pecially at present when I am busy sending to New Nether- 
land 3u people with their necessary c(iuipnient. When you come 
please bring the power, of attorney and the necessary papers to 
facilitate the work as much as possible. I am not the only one 
concerned in it and some of my partners live in this city and others 
at Lcyilen. However, I st.all expedite the matter as much as pos- 
sible. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^" 

April JO, 1641 

Toussain Muijssart, at Leyden 

This 20th of April 164 1, in Amsterdam 
A few days ago I spoke to 5^ bessels and yesterday to Mr blom- 
mart about the sending of the merchandise to New Nctherland, 
who gave me to understand that all will go well. Therefore, 1 
ask you kindly, as much of the time has been spent in dispute, 
in all diligence to have 36 duffels made of *^ yards width, to 
wit: 18 beautiful red, nine steel gray and nine beautiful blue ones, 

» V. R. B. Mss. Letter Book, f.143. 
«• V. R. B. Mss. Letter Book, f.Mjb. 
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but none of those drab ones which were sent before and which no 
one wants; 1 also onlered some to be made at campcn, as I diJ not 
know what our friends were incHned to do. i'leasc to let me know 
}-oiir decision in this matter; but if the friends should not be 
inclined to participate tlierein anJ to pay the previous assessments 
which are still wanting, I shall rest content with those which I 
have had made for my account at kampen. And as to trading, 
which as aforesaid is not an essential part of the colony, I shall in 
the future have to carry this on for my private account, for there 
is no reason why those who do not furnish the money should derive 
any profits. In the future those who do not care to furnish their 
share for the trade will have to run no risk on that account but 
also will have no right to claim or expect any profit. Yet I hope 
that my friends will not desert me, who have most of the trouble ; 
the other way would be the easiest for me but as I have taken the 
trouble for so many years I shall not be the first to seek a change. 

I have engaged at least 25 persons to go tliither and have com- 
municated the contracts to Monss^ besscls. I also offered to send 
them to Mr blominacrt and shall be gla:l to do so to Mr de Laet 
and yourself, either jointly or separately. The Company has 
granted me permission to send over on pa>'ment of freight charges 
12 cows which I ordered yesterday to be bought in goylani because 
the land is high there and more of the nature of that of New 
Netherland. I wish that we might have a friendly meeting, leav- 
ing the question of jus patronalcs alone, to consider together what 
we had better do or leave undone, in which case I shall do with joy 
and diligence for your four what I would do for my six tenth 
parts ; but if we can not bring about such meeting I shall do what 
is easiest and carry on the trade for my own profit and at my own 
risk. Please to communicate this matter to Mr de laet before his 
departure in order that his honor may make arrangements about 
the money that his honor has not yet paid on the last assessment. 
I estimate that I shall send about f 12,000 worth of merchandise, 
as our business promises to yield large }'early profits and returns. 
Deducting at a rough estimate f6ooo which the furs above their 
cost and other expenditures will yieM, the remaining f6oco come 
to f5oo for each tenth share. If his honor <Iocs not wish to risk 
that much I am willing myself to furnish the assessment of his 
honor and those of all others who have any hesitation about it. 
provided that I keep for myself the profit or loss which the Lord 
shall grant me; but for them to let me go on like this and to think 
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that it the enterprise siK-eeids Ihe pr-'lit will ])c theirs and it fails 
the loss will be mine, asiile Ikj.h llu- I'aet that it is un-C hristian, 
niit^ht turn out to he an nntOunded eunelu.sion. Therefore 1 ask 
you kindly to let me have your decision as far as your account is 
concerned and that of Mr dc Uict with regard to his. The remain- 
ing gentlemen I will speak to here. 

Jf the friends were willing, 1 shoul 1 as far as my six tenth shares 
arc concerned be glad to send f6;ioo worth of merchandise beside 
the alxive named Iij.ck)), together making fi<S.o<3c). for t»ur busi- 
ness looks very promising an I tiie directors have also prt.miised me 
every assistance and accommodation. I al^) think that I will insure 
most of the merchandise but the tiiuc draw^ near. The skipper 
thought the latter part of next week he would be ready to sail to 
the Texel. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Adriaen van der Donck'^ 

May 4, 1641 

Adriaen Vanderdonck, at Breda 

This 4th of May 1641, in Amsterdam 

I received yours of the i8th last past and see that everything 
there was going all right and that the people were getting ready to 
come hither; however, the skipper makes great haste and several 
people have already gone on board with their goods, so that neither 
you nor they must tarry any longer. Our parting word was that 
you would come back on the last of April ; therefore, do not wait 
any longer, as your commission and instructions must still be drawn 
up, which requires some time for me to do too. As to the wheel- 
wright, I could perhaps accommodate him with some young cows, 
as I now expect to send 12 to 18 of them over, most of which have 
been bought already and are stabled at Craloo, the stalls on board 
being now made ready. If he is inclined to sail along, he must 
come over immediately with the other people. He could also take 
up his residence in your district as the other wheelwright lives 
the over-district of the colony." 

I fear that I shall not be able to secure a suitable minister to go 
by this ship inasmuch as the time is too short. Meanwhile, I shall 
make every effort to secure a learnetl and godly one. Vale. 

" V, R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.144. 
het overquartier vond* Cotonit: referring to the district on the cast kide of the 
Hndion River, since the place assigned to van der Donek was in Bylaers dal, on the west 
side of the river. See f. sso-^t. 
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Killaen van Renasekier to WiUem Kieft'* 



May 14, 1641 

Willcm kicft, director in New Netherland 

14 May 1641, in Amsterdam 
I am sorry that I am so pressed for time that I can not property 
answer your honor's favor of the 12th of October 1640, but I send 
herewith my previous letter of the 29th of May 1641^ sent by 
CoTHclis tnclyn, which made a trip to Dunkirk'* and which is cir« 
cumstantial and prolix enough. Though it contains several things 
which need to be somewhat corrected, it would take too long to do a 
so and I rather send it on than correct it now. I refer therefore to- 
that letter, especially as to the matter whether you would be willing 
to accommodate me by receiving and sliii)i)ing my goods going 
to and coming from my colony and to and from the fatherland.* 
which your honor has so far very kindly done. However, as I do 
not wish to trouble you with it any longer without knowing in what 
way I can compensate your honor for it, I shall expect the favor 
of your advice in this matter. I commend to your honor anew 
the sending of my people and their goods and animals to the colony, 
especially the tiles and brick which are in great danger of dis- * 
appearing, as they lie exposed on the shore. The Company prom- 
ised me to send my goods in this ship hut it is so overloaded with 
animals that there is little ballast freight-- in it except iron, brick 
and smith's coal. Tliey have pnjmi>ed me to hire another ship 
at the rtrst op|)ortunity to send over my goods and those of other 
people. I therefore refjuest your honor, if it can be done without 
inconvenience, to detain the last sloop as long as possible so as to 
get my goods up the river before winter, as otherwi>e it will be 
quite a l*i^s to me. T received the j)apers of (jcn it dc rcux decease I. 
The heirs want to have from me the money and the accounts of i 
what is still coming to him and your honor did not send to ihe 
Company the books thereof, nor me any order on ihem. The 
matter ouL,dit to have no connection with my other accounts and 
I can not |>ay the amount to the heirs because it is inserted in my 
account and I have not yet receive<l any money. I have serious 

«» V. / V. I.eHtt Book, £.144. 

*> Should be 1640: sec p. 47.1- 

" Meljrn't sbtp was captured by the Dunkirk pirates. 
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complaints to make that the Company is so backward in paying for 
the grain delivered by me, which they sold at a handsome profit. 

I thank your honor for having the bills of lading signed and 
for shipping the last consignment of furs sent to me by arent van 
Corler. I hope that the bearer of this letter, Adriaen ComelUs'en 
vander donck, a young man of education, whom I have engaged 
as officer, will find means to compensate your honor for all your 
trouble and kindness. I firmly trust that he will keep up friendly 
intercourse with you and not treat you so impolitely as you com- 
plain that others of my people have done. 

As to what your honor writes about my complaints to the Com- 
'pany, you must not take this as detrimental to you in your relation 
with the Company for the more closely you look after their rights, 
the more activity and diligence you show them. I did it on account 
of the boat charges, because the horses had cost me so much. I 
have taken the resolutions of the Company*^ out of the letter and 
sent them to arent because you have received the same ahcacly 
from the Company. The resolutions show plainly enough that the 
cooperV* staying there was not your fault but that of Jacob pianck. 
Vale, 

P.S. I vahic your honor's counsel more than the dcmanil of the 
West Indian Islands for grain fmni New Netherlan 1 an 1 [shall 
therefore do my l»estj to entertain friendly relations. I am sorry 
''that you are so hadly served; I do not know wliat the trouble is, 
fnr liave I not ma<le an ordinance that everytliim^ should be de- 
livered to my com mis and by hiiu sent to your hon< »r for the Com- 
pany? Assist him, arent will not fail to do his duty. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Arent van Curler® 

May i^, lOji 

Arent van Corler, in the colony of Rcnsselaerswyck 

This 14th of May 1 641 in Amsterdam 
I hope by the next ship to reply more fully to yours of the 
14th of September 1640, as the bearer of this letter is. in great haste 
and must leave this evening and as I am very busy preparing the 
papers and commission for Adriaen Cornelissen vander donck, 
a young man of education whom I have engaged as officer and in- 

»Sec p. 4«J. S«« 
• "Jan Willemsx. sec |.. 4«-' 
» y. R. B. Mss, Lttter Book, £.145. 
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structed to respect you; [I want you] to be mutually helpful to 
each other, which I have no doubt you will be. Herewith goes the 
invoice of the merchandise which I caused to be bought, though 
only a little of it will go over in this ship, which is indicated in the 
margin of the invoice. The rest I hope will follow in five or six 
weeks. Do not fail to send to me by this ship on proper bills of 
lading as many skins as you can get. The manner of conducting 
the fur trade you will find fully described in the instructions to 
Officer van dcr donck. The furs which you sent brought a fair 
price but I am surprised that the merchandise sent by Minuyet, 
<!eceased, and in het wapen van noorweegcn, amounting at first 
purchase to f4000p have melted down so. You must see to it that 
they do not overrule you. This man zfandcr donck will lend }*ou 
a helping hand whenever necessary. Be careful not to give any- 
thing on credit to any one who has no claims against us and from 
whom it might be difficult to collect payment and do not be so 
neglectful in sending coj)ies of the books and accounts. By the 
next ship I hope to send you an active young man for your assiit- 
ance. The case of brant peelen brought more than 8od guilders, 
tliat of Cornells teunissen 503 guilders. I have not time to deduct 
the amount of the freight and the duties but will do so next time. 
However, I i!o no know on what basis they were sent. People do 
not write me what the goods cost and to whom they belong, whether 
I have a half or a whole sliare in them nor how my account with 
every one stands at the end of the year. You will find what I 
mean in the instructions to the officer. 

Scparatoly. by the skipper of dcu cyckclboom go the letters** 
wliicli 1 .sent you nmrc than a year ago by CorncHs mclyn and which 
have made a trip to Dunkirk. Herewith, in God's name. 20 per- 
sons who w ill e-^talili^-h three farms in hylcrsda}. tlic west side of 
the river. l)Ltween hi\ rcn l>Ian 1 an I snuickx Ishmd ; assist tliem in 
every \\a\ ; also J4 young cows, six of whicli are for tlie account of 
C Orudis mclyii and the other iS are for the colony. The T-or«l 
grant tl at iIkv nia\ arrive safely, 'i'lie animals must be distributed 
proportionately, an I as many hor-es as can be s]>areil must be 
a(hled to tliem : b<»lh mu>t 0 ont.^U tbem-^elves with Noung iiorses 
or with i^v\ !in<;s and stallio is. I'lan cveryvliing with 7an(ivr donck 
how it can be best arranged. 

l'"»Hd(»^el is a meniorau'lum i^iven by [my] nephew :u>i l^iillcr io 
vaudcrdoHck to receive lliree milch cows; of these each of the 

"Sec p. 48s. S««. 54*. 
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farms now to be established is to have one and also four each 
of the animals which go over now, so that they will have plenty. 
Now, if they want to exchange two of those four with some one 
else for a milch cow they will then have two milch cows and 
two heifers. The horses must be given them as aforesaid at your 
discretion so that in God's name they may with courage beg^n 
the tillage of the soil in that neighborhood. I also send two cases 
with grapevines which I hope will grow, so as to form the be- 
ginning of a vineyard; some to be planted in hylaersdal near van- 
derdonck, some near the tobacco planters, some near pieter ctr 
nelisscn in the place where the trees are being cut down. But all 
these places must be kept well weeded so that no brush or weeds 
grow around the plants and should also be fenced in so that the 
shoots are not bitten off by any animdls. 

I strongly recommend to you the building of the church as I 
hope to scn;l a minister. Take care in every way that the mer- 
chan<lise an I furs be not stolen and damaged, guarding especially 
against fire, I'^^c the tiles, wliicli I sent over for the roof of your 
house to i>rotect it agaii'.st the arrows. 

Yon write nie that the servant"^ have been distributed in ac- 
cor<iaiice witli niv instructions but vou do not write nie with whom 
they are placed. You put off giving tlie number of heaps of grain 
which were counted-' because the summer seed is not yet counted; 
it is goo 1 to have both but belter to have one half than nothiufj^ at 
all. If you can niake the trade in In 'ian corn profitable to me you 
shall have your share of it but a i)rofit must be certain and get 
into the pocket and n \ con^-ist oi" ehi]) irak' accounts and loans. 
C ontract t'> my a Ivantage witli such cari>cnters as you need from 
among those whose time e.xpires and who have behaved well in 
the service of the Company. The other households which I have 
once formed and equipped must be supported from the profits of 
the farmers. The irregularity of the wheelwright and the farmer 
must be corrected by the council. The officer who now goes over 
will arrange these things better according to his instructions. If 
they annoy you in any way you might keep the offenders in mind 

" VL steltct of' tu-n hoofe fant winter coorcn die gestelt waren vyt; which may have 
been intended fnr VL steltet op titn hoop* vant wtnfrr eoortn dU gestelt waren vyf, you 
pot down fen f'c;irs of winter grain which were \ down as five, or else for VL steltet 
C oPgexen xan het aan'al] hoop* vant winter cooren die getelt waren vyt, you put 
off giving the number of heaps of winter grain which were counted. The latter inter* 
pretation. though rcqnirinL: arcciu r c)inti;;i-s in the tcxt, corresponds with a statement on 
p. S58 would therefore seem to be correct. 
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wluii you iiavc now suj)i)lics. I send you herewith a blank which 
yiJii can use in tlic future to order your merchandise, stating after 
each item how much you want to have sent of each article. If 
any items are omitted add them to it. Fa/e. 

Order of Wouter van TwiUer to Aert WiUemsz^ 

May 14, 1641 

Aert IVillvmss, foreman 

On receipt of this, deliver from among the animals which you 
have on my farm to Officer adriacn tninder donck, for the account 
of the colony called Rensselaerswyck, three of the seven** cows 
which are on the said farm, the remaining six to be divided into two 
groups and kept separate. Done at Amsterdam, this 14th of May 
1641. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^ 

June 6, 1641 

Toussain Muijssart, at Lcydcn 

This 6th of June 1641. in Amsterdam 
I'efi re I received yi»\irs of the 2 1st uhimo I lianded Mr BcsscJs 
the form of a receipt a^ 1 think it ons^ht to he. I shouhl have been 
jiKa^erl if the last clause could have been left out as the said 
matter i"^ e:'tirely beyond disjmte. Sai 1 Hrssrls tnl 1 mc that he 
handed tlu' ^ai 1 form to Mr IViMuiuacrt an 1 that the same handed 
it to Ml' dc Liict. Today tin-uUL;h Mr BJommacrt a man advised 
me that he was willini^ to be rcsjx>nsible for one hall of the freii^ht- 
ini; of a >hi]) to Xew Netherland ; there is also another man who 
^\ouId like to have a fourth share in sai 1 freii^htinij and I have 
consented to take a fourth share also for the account of the colony, 
provide 1 the participants be willinij to contribute four tenth parts 
or two fifths parts to our cargo. I am ready as to my six tenth 
jKirts and I trust that the four of you will also ai^cc; and if so, 
tliat you will have made at once 36 or 40 wi Ic duilels^ such as I 
have before this more than once told and written you about, I 
can not tell exactly the time when they will be nee le 1 ; have them 
made as soon as possi1)k- s,, they will he well finished, wc will then 
compare them with those from Campcn. But in case the con- 

V. R. B. Mss, Leitt-r Book, f.i.|6. 
»l\R.B.Mss. Utier Book, 
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fraters at Leydcii sliould not be quite decided, inasmuch as tliose 
here are satisfied, let me know it at once, so that I may not involve 
myself too far in hiring the ship, for I have no need of a half 
share' ' in the freij^diting of a ship for my tinee liflh parts, as our 
animals. |)eople and freig-ht balla>t were sent by den liijckcnhoom. 
S^. I-icssi'ls leaves here this miiuite and says that he i? satisfied. 

Mr M uijssart, just consider in the interest of your heirs, as well 
as of mine and of those of Mr dc Lact atnl the others whether it 
is not better for a derniite per>on to have the nianaijement and to 
be accountable therefor, than to have the managenient in the hantls 
of many people, so that widows and ori)hans. who might come in 
course of time, wouhl not know to whom to apply, especially if 
trouble occurred amonj^ the directors, which with a larj^e number 
of people can hardly be avoided, one blamini,^ the other. I willingly 
grant that if the person who had the management were great and 
powerful enough to resist and defraud his partners if he wanted 
to. it would be a seriou'^ malUT; a-^ on the < ther hand, the rule of 
many has its objections also. Hut on that score no danger is to 
be expected from me, neither in one wa}- nor the other, neither with 
respect to the power nor the will. It wouhl be much less trouble 
to me to lo business for myself than to have the care an l trouble 
for others also. I should not in any way be willing to uiidertake 
it, nor could I be moved to do so. except for the confusion which 
otherwise might arise; for, as we particij)ate in the colony in pro- 
portion, business carried on for myself would cause jealousy all 
the time which I on my part shall try to prevent and if it is possible 
I shall not rest, after this shij) is equipped, till T have settled all 
accounts and made a clear path. 1 hope that aftrr this we need 
to expect no more assessments but dividends. It is true that I 
have said this before but examine the matter well; the last two 
assessments are not on account of the colony but for merchandise 
which is sent \\ ith the expectation of certain returns at the end of 
each year, and if 1 now conduct the business on a somewhat large 
scale this is done for the purpose of keeping others out and of 
establishing ourselves in it. I have not given up the ht)pe. if the 
Lord will grant me a few years more, o£ diverting lo the c(tlo!i> 
a large part <.f the furs of the savages who now trade with the 
French in Canada, and nothing grieves me more than that we now 
dispute with one another about formalities and do not even touch 
what is to yield profits. However, I hope that hereafter more 
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attention will be paid to this; nothing will please me more than 
to receive advice and counsel from you and your conf raters; but 
if they want to spoil the business, how could I who have such 
large interests at stake consent to theii> request; this b} way of 
advice. Herewith, etc. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^ 

June j8, 1641 
Toussain Muijssart, at Leyden 

This i8th of June 1641 
These in haste to tell you that the freighted [ship's] skipper 
hurries us very much. Today we begin to pack our duffels and 
it will take probably two or three days before it is finished; as 
I wish to compare them with those from Leyden, please send five 
or six of the latter as soon as they are ready and let me know at 
once when the first consignment will be sent hither and hpw many 
can be ready in eight or 10 days, as the skippir counts on setting 
sail with the Portuguese fleet. If you can not get ready there let 
me know it at once, for my man has ready 15 duffels more than 
I ordered. All our other goods arc lying ready in the warehouse 
of the Company. I hope that the <!ay after tomorrow our cases of 
duffels will get in there also. L Mease use the amount of the assess- 
ment, to wit, f6oo of the seventh as^^o-^snient of Mr dc lactt an.l 
fi6oo on account of the eii^hth a-^^r^-^iiKnt of both of you, in pay- 
ment for the (lutTels tlu-rc an 1 i)ay the l)alaiice to nie here. Vou 
paitl t(i(j much on the seventh assessment; you might deduct 

this from the eighth so as to even your account. / ale^ 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Cornelis van der Donck*" 

June iH, 1041 

Cornelis Vattder donck, at Breda 

This iJ^th of June i'>4i. in Amsterdam 
I have received \<>urs of the 13th instant anil see that there arc 
two families that would like to go thither on the conditions of I'os 

•* V. R. B. Mts, LftUr Book, f.ufitt. Thia letter is in the handwriting of Kiliaen van 

Rensselaer. 

V. R. B. Mfs, L«:t€r Book, f.i46b. TUis letter is in tlic liarnlwritiiig of Kiliatu van 
Renaadaer. 
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and van AVj, to the district wliere your son is to reside. I wish 
that you had advised me of the make-up of their families and how 
stronj^ they are with regard to children and servants. 1 shoul.l 
expect, if the animals arrive safely which your son took with him 
and which I li()i)e are alrca iy nioio than half way, that next year 
there would be no lack of cows or t»f horses, but thi> year the 
people will have to make >hift with Httle. In 14 &dy> a shij) will 
be rea ly at the Texel to >:iil tliitlur, hiU I tear that there will 
hardly he any room for p;.-opK' K t't i i it as this notice is i^iven 
ratlu r late. Let me know pr<> iii)lly whether they could he ready 
by that time. I >hall then talk to the skipper and let you have an 
answer at once, but \<iu nni^t aclvise me of the nunihir of persons, 
their ai^a^s and how many >ons. ('au.L,diter- an i servants there arc 
anionj^^ them; aUo whether tiiey u:i<iers!an I farmini^ an'! whether 
they know any trades 'e-, w hich in tho^c ountries is very con- 
venient. ! shall expect yuur answer hereto h\- the first oppor- 
tunity t'j i^overn niy>elf accor(!iiiL,dy. but I can |>romise neither one 
thinj.^ nor the other with certiinty. In addressing; your letter you 
j^ive me the title of " 7Ccl;^cborcn ;" such titles b;.'lon^ to princes. 
1 shall be sati^tie 1 if you t^ive me a l'j>ser title. Instead ot 
" f(*rmerly councillor of the W est India Company," put " e.\- 
director of the West India Conij-any,** tins beiiiLj the way in which 
in this city tlie retired jLcentlenien, each in his capacity, are dis- 
tinguished from those who arc in office, kale. 

Order of the West India Company to Job Arisz, skipper of den 
Coninck David, to transport Antony de Hooges, Jan Ver- 
beeck and family, and others^'* 

July 10, 1641 

The directors of the West In-lia Company, Chamber of .Xmster- 
dam order an 1 direct J ol) .\risscn. skipper of the ship named 
(/' Co. Parid to transjx rt in said shi]) umler his command and 
to |)ermil to sleep and eal in the cabin"^'' the person of .liitliony dc 
Hogus in tilt' sin Uc of Mr rcnsclacr and Johan / '/JtwA'^'' with 

'*V. R. B. Mss 22. Printed blank, 33x21.5 cm. To distinguis!! the printed from tlic 
written [tarts, tl;e written parts are priiitctl in italics. 
• ondcr den Oxerloop; literally, under the deck. 

** Entered in Maemtgelt Boeek, 1638-44, among tiie Rensselaerswyek Mss, as /an 
Verbccck Sntjdcr, Jan Wif.cock. the tailor. Is frequently referred to as Johannes 
Verbeeck, but signs bis name Jan Verbttck. 
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his wife and daughter and maid servant , and G cert gen nanninx^"* 
with son and little dauyhtcr^ proviried he bring with [him J a 
musket or firelock and sword of [lii-^J own, with his accompanying 
baggage specified below and marked with the mark of the Com- 
pany; and for transporting these the skipper shall upon [tleclara- 
tionj signed by said Anthony de Hogiis, be pai l iov board 
stivers a day, acconiini^ to the amount Oi^rccd upon i^'ith Mr rciis\ 
for board of his colonists. Done at Amsterdam, the loth of July 
1641. 

[signed j l-rcd' : Schulcnb": 
S. bio mac rt 

I went on board the ^jd day of the month of 

July and left the ship the day of the month of 

Done at the 

The aboc-e named having zvith them four chests large and small 
containing their apparel, clothes, linen and other effects, further 
some furniture and miscellaneous articles, shall pay upon arrival 
for freight twenty-eight guilders, I say, must pay for freight 
f28: Done at Amsterdam this ipth of July 1641, 

[signed] /: Eincklaen 

For Anthonij de hooges f 8 

I- or Ji-Juin I'erbecck. his 7<'i[\\ child and maidservant fio 

For (Jurtgcn Nanninx and tZk'O children fio 

[ Endorsed J Rcnsclacr 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Arent van Curler^^ 

July iS, 16 fi 

Arunt van Corler, in the colony of Rensselaerswyck 

The i8th of July 1641, in Amsterdam 
On the 14th of May I adviseJ you briefly by Officer Adriaen 
vander donck who sailed by the ship den eyckenboom but I sent 

*' Entered in Ma<-iifKclt Docck, i6j8'44« as Ccertgen Mannix, wed.. Gccrtgen Manoix. 
widow. Dec. 28, 1641. Gccrtje Nannindct, widow of Tjrrck llendricksc, married Abe! 

Rcddcnhascn, a younK man from Waldeck, ulio died ht^foic Aug -\ 1644. when s!if so'd 
her house at New Amstcnlatn. at the corner of the East River and the present Broad 
sfrotf. to Cornells Melyn. July 21, 1647, she married at New Amstrr<'atn Claes Jansx 
Kii I ! 1; i|, ^Md•■wt•r of Acchtjr Coriulis: see .V. Y. Col. Mss, 2:\2\. Rff.itnicd Dutch 
Church. New York. Marriages, 1639-1801, p. 11, 14, and Dutch Patents, HH, p. 6*. 
V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.147. 
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all paptrs and lettcr>'-' in full ami refer to them. This letter goes 
by the ^\u\) den Coniiuk daiui in the eare of aiitlionir dr hooi^cs 
whom I >^et1(l to yoii a> underbookkecpi r an. 1 assistant an I who has 
the invoice anil bill of la linj^^ of what i> in the ship. I have L,Mven 
li<>Xi's a .>i't of instructions an:l orilere:l him to fleliver thru t • vou 
and to kee;) a copy of them, as they contain many things to which 
vf)!! and he must pay el' sc attention. And as several boxes had to 
be left out. which I hope will follow in a month or six weeks in 
aniither >hip which the Company has hired. I wisli that I had enough 
goods to send to avoid all the 1) )ther with the freighte 1 ships^'* an 1 
to send or hire a .siiip m\sclf. Lci nu- know sonie time how much 
ground and ungroun i wheat you tliink, with ( iod's blessing. ] 
might have in March i^>4.^ with a view to my .sen ling a ship with 
merchandise from here to the colony in July and letting it stay 
there over winter (for if it shonl 1 come back in ( )ctobcr the grain 
would not be thrashed, nuu-h less ground), said ship as *snon as 
water is open to sail with the furs obtained b\ bartir auj the 
aforesaid jjrain or mer l to Virginia* there to exchange 1'; n and 
other merchandise wiiich is in demand for t il)acco and then to 
come hither, thus reimbursing us for the freight expense.**. Or 
else let me know what is the best arrangement for me to make 
to have my goods, when I get grtorl returns which will increase 
year by year, transported hither and baUc in the most advantageous 
manner and with the least expense, and at the same time to prevent 
the fraudulent sale of furs and grain which are not entered. Seek 
herein the counsel and advice of Officer vandcr donck who has good 
judgment, but as the matter is outside of his official duties I write 
this to you ; you might advise with him and others about this but 
must not bring the matter up in the council, for the farmers who sit 
in it would have in mind and seek their own profit and not mine, 
so that you must be very cautious about everything and know whom 
you can trust most and who is most honest and most favorable 
toward me. You might write to me as to how far every one acts to 
my advantage, I shall keep your name secret ; but as to crimes, mis- 
demeanors and abuses, these concern mainly the duty of the officer. 
I shall now answer somewhat more fully some matters contained 
in your letter of the 14th of September 1640 and want to impress 
on you this lesson, that even if a thing can not be entirely completed 
it is better for you to write but half the facts than to say nothing 

"5>ee p. 485. 508, 548. S50. 

hex-achtt [bcvrachte] scherpen; apparently referring t<i ships frcinMed by the 
Coroiwny. 
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at all. lM)r example, yon <lo not i;ivc iih- the number of vimmen*' 
wiiich are euunted on the tiel l hLcausr there are still others wliicli 
arc not countcl. Tliere will al\vay> he some lacking^, therefore 
write as much as you know an 1 hi' ready when the (Opportunity 
comes. It is for this reason that I have sent you this young man 
and I hojje that he will give yon gool service; let me know of his 
hehavior. just think f( r yourself, you iiave now receiver! goods by 
four shi]is. besides what you have received now and then since 
the year when licn Cahncr s'cutcl sailed, and thus far I have 

not heard of a single settlement of accounts nor in all that time 
received any books. That ought not to l)e. Mvery year promptly 
I must have all books and accounts, otherwise 1 can not know 
how much I i^ain or lose; and even if 1 get the books there is the 
question whi-ther every thing i^ pro|)erlv recorded, for if no 
caution is taken each one will seek his own interest and if you do 
not ])roperly defend my rights I might lose instead of gain, es- 
pecially if no proper credit and debit accounts are kept. Everything 
is done through me who am absent, therefore you must not let 
yourself be overruled where my rights are concerned. In fairness, 
I do not want to give atiy one less than he is entitled to but others 
try to defraud me. Take care that yu are not behind in your 
journal, or daily writing, and then it will not be your fault, but his, 
if liiutgcs does not copy them properly and promptly; otherwise it 
will be your fault. You are now on the way to advancement if 
you ser\e me diligertly, prudently and faithfully. If you give me 
profit I will aKo seek your advantage, but remember that slow 
riches give ha])piness but that those \\ lio want to get rich quickly 
cannot walk the straight way. Albert de noonnan sent rac an ac- 
count which 1 coul.1 net understand very well. I send it back to you 
for examination, as I can not make any sense out of it. You must 
carefully examine their contracts and see whether the accounts are 
made out accordingly. Hereafter when the leases expire* the farms 
must be put on the basis of the farms of the people from brcda. 
My people complain because they have it too well** and do me 
great injury by selling grain without my an-l your knowledge. 
Officer tatider dottck must f^et to it if he can detect any doing it; 
as those who came first ought to have some profit when their lease 
expires, I would accept their grain at a somewhat higher price than 

The rim, x-immt, or t inue, is geiwrally understood to equal 104 liundlcs or s'ieavc-<i 
In Gefdertand and uprcr Liinburx too sheaves make a vhn. According to van der Donck, 
Bfscltry: inge voH Nieuw-Nedertant, p. *7, a vinne equals 108 sheaves. 
*2 Klaecht van wteiden. 
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that of the people from breda, who at first were very well satisfied 
with their contracts but having been stirred up by others became 
at once dissatisfied with van der donck. In your letter you call the 
farmers " residents/' this is a misunderstanding, I mean by that 
term the plunderers^ who have no fixed residence in the colony 
but take lodgings with the farmers and other people and mean- 
while strip them of their grain and furs to my great prejudice. I 
have noticed that some are going over by this ship who will un- 
doubtedly go to the colony to trade with my people. Speak about 
this to Officer vandcrdonck with a view to regulating that matter as 
justice and fairness demand. Is it not pure thievery that the farm- 
ers sell to others without my knowledge some of the grain of which 
half belongs to me or that they trade with the residents the furs 
which they ought to deliver to me? It can not be arranged too 
strictly, but some go too far. 

I can not help wondering what has become of the returns of the 
31 morgens of wheat of de Reux which was valued on the field 
at f75 a morgen. They can not hide it in their sleeves surely, and I 
do not hear of any returns. This also is due to the fact that you 
do not send me any account of what has become of it. I have 
* ordered vandcrdonck to call the persons whom de reux left on the 
farm before the court to produce their accounts. The heirs of 
dc reux want me to pay them one half and I can not learn that I 
received half as much as they demand from me. He must be a 
godless person indeed who spoiled those 31 morgens of wheat which 
looked so fine on the field. There is no real defense to offer and 
he ought to be punished as an example to others. I see that the 
farmers of the colony act badly ; the whole reason is that they are 
spoiled. If they do not want to accept my conditions, I can get 
plenty of farmers, much more easily than servants. Cornells 
Tcimissen complains that you side too much with p*'^ cornelissen; 
and I guess that you and I have good reason for this as you will 
be able to conclude from the arrangement I made, the reason being 
th:it />'■ Conicllisscn serves me better than Cornelis Tcunisscn as far 
as the farm is conccrne 1. Here are hrant peelen and Cornelis 
Tcunisscn, each of whom lias sent me a case of furs but neither 
of tliem writes nic 011 what basis, whether the cases belong 
eTitircly to thcni or to mc, or one half to them and the other to me, 
wliich is also the result of your not scii<Hng mc their accounts. 
Therefore, now that you have Antouij dc Hooges as an assistant, 

*• strooptrs. 



^.d by Google 



56o 



NEW YORK STATE UBRARY 



be no longer iR'^^igcnt in this respect ; he will copy your letters and 
accounts and if you wish to write a short note to me personally and 
make a copy of it yourself, you can easily do so. If you mean 
it well with me, I will d) well by you an 1. if it is necessary, send 
you more help when 1 have proof n{ your capacity. 

Enclosed is a meniorandum^^ which you will hau l to the officer, 
to brini^ .>uit against such farmers and others as employ their 
friends to the exclu>i(»n of the carpenters and other workmen of 
the i)atroon, in order that thi.s matter may be properly attended 
to. Vou did well to warn me of it. Continue to do so in similar 
case< ; it will increase your reputation and in course of time you 
will thereby i onimand respect amoii'j those who formerly imj)osc l 
on your y«»uih. I st*c that hereafter you will try to pay the pe-)j)Ie 
there and issue no more drafts on me. That is all rii^ht ; however, 
great discretion must be used in thi> matter that you do not pay 
them too much. n(»t accordini; to their demands, but accordinjj^ to 
my claims till further order from me; and send me the account of 
such pa\nients every }ear that 1 may examine it. Do not charge 
my accounts wiUi i,^oods which I am not bound to furnish and 
which you can omit; if they trouble you too much, let me know it 
and I will order them to pay you for such goods and for your 
trouble. 

**T1ii' memorandum has been preserved among the Renutlaerswyek Mss. 'A transia* 
tirin, revised from that in O'Callaghan, History of New Nethtrta$td, l:j<7-a8, it ai 

follows: 

Memorandum for the officer Adriaen vander donck, this tSth of July 1641, in 

Ani-tt ni.im. 

Whereas several farmers nut only pass by the carpenters and other worlcmen of the 
patroon, who must remain idle, but also employ others and strangers who are not in 

the serv ie<- of the patrooii .ttul then must pay these men much higher wages than to his 
men, which gre.itly teixls to the injury of the patroon, the detriment of the colony and 
the violation of his ordinances and is directly contrary to their promise and the stipu- 
lations in their contracts; therefore, the oflRcer is ordered to summon all such farmers 
before the cwuniv'-ioticrs of tite i ntroon. anil if necessary also hefiae the councilors of 
the colony (witli the exclusion of those who may themselves be guiily thereof), in order 
to take proper action in this matter by further rule or ordinance and to punish the 
dclinrpirnts wiili siirh penalties an*l fines as the law provides. In witness of the truthi 
this has been .signed on the date above written. « 

[Signed] KiKatn von Ronssolatr, pAtrooa 

of the colony of Rensselaerswyck. 
He shall also make in^iuiries of tiie person who had charge of dclactsburch and was 
left there by Gcrrit de rcu.r, As the said far:ii \n May i6j8 had among other things 31 
m' rRCiis f)f winter prain valncfl on the field hy four farmers at 75 guilders per morgen, 
and find out what has become of the said grain and whether he has been faithful or 
negligent, in short, what the reason is that of so large a number of morgcns ao tittle 
has appeared and if he is found guilty punish him as an example to Others, M is more 
fully set forth in the letter to orent Van Curler. 

[ signed 1 K V RtnsstUter. 

II- f..'..| - : .'1 

In case the person whom Gerrit de Rcux left on the farm should refer to the heirs 
of his master (which I do not think he will) I wish to say that the said heirs have given 
me « power of gttorney which I have lent to Director Kijfft. 
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i hore is dan,q^er [of error an. I loss] to iiic in copying, therefore 
be careful. Vou have done well in issuing an order that the grain 
nnist be counted on the field; add thereto that the receiver of the 
tithes may have his percentage thereof; that will be doing still 

better. 

Greet Pieter Cornclisz and Cornells Teuniss and all the rest, tell- 
ing them that this time I have not time to write to each one person- 
ally, for the number is getting too large to write to every one of 
them. 

I again commend to you the building of the church ; there must 
be no failure about the delivery of the tithes, even if I have to 
makfe all the servants masters or to send other masters from here. 
The people there live in too much luxury, those who are located 
here on the frontiers where war is would thank God to have such 
conditions. The building of the church is not a very complicated 
matter, the shape being mostly like that of an eight-cornered mill ; 
it can not cost a great deal either as it is small, its greatest width 
on the outsirte measuring but 48 feet. If it could have been ar- 
ranged, I should like to have had it three or four feet larger in 
each direction, but this could not be done on account of the timber ; 
have it built according to the model. 1 am trying to get a good 
minister but as yet have not succeerled. I should like to have an 
el !erly man'"' but they are hard to get. I th.ink that [an C(^niclisc. 
7 iiniiuriiuii: will kr.ow how to build it, or el>e .liuirics ilc I'os, who ■• . 
sailed with landcr douck as farmer and who is an experiencecl 
carpenter. Now, that I am sending you .so much merchan<lise, 
you must try to Ijring me as mucli trade as you can and in order 
to interfere as much a'> possible with the " residents " also offer 
good terms to those with whom they trade; especially when you 
have too much merchandise which you can not easily sell, you 
must (though with caution as to whom) give a little more credit 
than usual. 

.\s to the returns in the shape of furs, which were not sent in 
den Eyckoihoom, jilease send these with proper bills of lading in* 
the ship den Coniiijrk David, and what is not ready to go by this 
ship, send that by the next; but remember that the next ship will 
come home by way of the West Indies and Curasao so that I would 
rather have it sent in this ship which expects to come by way of 
France, where there will be good convoy. 

•£rn bedaecht man. 

36 
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Enclosed 1 send scmtic changes which are made in the contracts 
of the freemen wherehy I have especially benefited the tobacco 
planters, who instead of one third will deliver but one fifth in addi- 
tion to the tithes; by and by, on account of the good terms which 
they enjoy, they must cut down some trees and clear the land. 
Please record these articles with the preceding. 

I send herewith also an account of the payments made to the 
people who go over, both those made on condition of repayment 
with soji advance*^ and others. Do not fail to enter these and 
all previous pa3rments on the accounts of the respective persons as 
otherwise I shoulJ be greatly injured. If I have forgotten to send 
the accounts of any of the people who went over before, let me 
know it and I will send them to you. 

As to the insurance, of the looo skins which I insured here, I 
received 6Si by den tcatcrhont; for the remaining 319 rebate was 
granted and likewise rebate for the preceding 600 skins. I 
have now insured 2000 skins, large and small, which I expect by 
the ship den cyckdboom, by the ship den Co David and by the next 
ship whose name I <lo not know yet. No matter whether they 
come over In two or in three ships, as many as 2000 in the three 
aforesaid vessels arc covered by iiisurance; this for your guidance 
and information. Let mc know at every opportunity what kind 
of skins you have and how many you expect to have each year, I 
shall then have a better basis for my insurance. The insurance 
.i;nin}^^ and conli^^^ together with the duties, convoy charges, ship 
and boat freights, interest, brokerage, commission and other ex- 
penses which have no name, run up to a surprising amount, so 
that you nuist rio your !)est to sell your goods to the best advantage, 
hill c<irc iiui>l he taken that others do not get better goods and 
cheaper rates than 1 do and above all things you must take care 
that 1 keep tilt' trade extii if I make a little los profit if it comes to 
the worst, r.nt tiii> a word and a hint which nuist he carefully 
consj lered and niulli^ciitlv applie I and not abused, for as there 
is greater risk in such lo voyages one must make a^ much profit 
as one rea^onal)ly can. all sea^^ons an 1 (•cea'-iDns must be carefully 
observed and when the opportunity is not favorable one must have 
patience. 

I am smjdisc 1 that yoii received no furs for the first two shij-)- 
ments .if mercliandi-e : 1 l'<ng to ^oe the accounts, but settle none 
without making such settlement subject to the ratification and fur- 

'^op resiiimtie van dt 50 p Ctnio axance; Iitcrally» upon restitution of the $0% advance. 
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ther cxaminatinn by tlic patrooii. I fear that they have already 
C()ii(k'niiH<i ynii in iny name,^' however things will no doubt im- 
prove now thai 1 help y<»u s<». 

I am expect iiiL;^ to liear what iinasiires have been taken with 
regard to tlie deUvery of the titlies and other grain. Cornclis 
tcnnissoi will <'onbtle>s un !< r^tan 1 what my opinion of him is. 
I woul I w rite him also, but mu^t hrst hear iiow he has conducted 
hi!nself. i am also waiting i:iii)aticntly for the account of pictcr 
Coniclissi'ii. lie writes of great protits but I (!o not know of 
what they consist. If they are supposed to consist of the house 
which he built, that is of wood and will wear out in a few years, 
besi;Ies he has had the use of it and not I; if they consist in this 
that he furnishes the boards for my dwelling houses at such high 
price, he wins t.vofdM and 1 lose twofol l. All these joint trans- 
actions must be ah< li^hr 1 and 1 must know what my net gain is 
from the money which I advance as well as from the timber which 
they would like to get for nothing and sell to me at the highest 
price. You will have better help, now that you get vandcrdonck 
as oflicer an 1 hogcs as assistant, who are not personally interested 
in these things. 

I have learned of the accident of the fire at the farm of adriaen 
Cornclisscn, if it can lie called an accident and was not due to 
carelessness. It is a pity about those fine horses which I hear 
were with colt You must not fail to charge these to the account 
of Tcunis dirckse (including those that were sent the second time 
and those that died) ; they cost at least f400 a piece. That you 
have had a house built to live in is well and I await the account. 
Tennis dirckscn however has too much land so that a great deal 
will lie idle and remain uncultivated. That he^^ disposes of the 
duffels at f3 like Director Kicft is well, but inasmuch as the dye, 
especially the double steel gray, becomes expensive and as I have 
also had the duffels ma<lc wider and heavier, this must hereafter be 
taken into consideration and if they are kept at the old price of f3 
the payment must be made in better skins. 

Director Kieft complains greatly that they furnish him so little 
wheat. I have still more reason to complain that so poor payment 
for the wheat which I furnishe'l has been made here by liquida- 
tion of unfounded accounts. I have not yet been paid for that 
delivere{l in the years 1638 antl 1639 and have indeed not yet re- 

" da: si- r in myni' naitit' al sullen itroordetlt htbben; meaning perhars. that they 
have already condcninvU you as my agent. 
<* ky, in Lttttr Book; ftrobabljr a mistake for gy. yon. 
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ceivcd one half of the money due to me. The grain is of such 
high grade that it ought not to be paid by bala:icing it against bad 
accounts. Therefore, as you write that you can gel 13 ;i schepel for 
the wheat, wiiich amounts to fu a nnidde, it is proper that the 
director pay you the same and this not with accounts but in cash 
there or drafts j)a\al)le liere on deinanil. I write about tliis matter 
to him also because Director Kicft or the bo<jkkeeper stated in 
an account of grain furiii>he 1, which I had to show here, that the 
people (»f the c; louy owe I at least i2iioo, so that I could not get 
any money and can not yet except by way of li(iuidatiou of those 
unfounded accounts of the wheelwright an 1 others, which I have 
sent to kicft. I had to pay the Comi)any this year 18'/ interest on 
the increase of my capital stock which fell due in August if>3Q, 
while they owed me twice as nuich for grain which I furnished 
them. Therefore, if you can not get proinpt payment either in 
merchandise there, or in drafts or letters of exchange here, with- 
out mixing up with them in some way the accounts of other i)eoi)le. 
try to sell the wheat to the best advantage lor me but do not give 
it out on credit. 

Hv and b\ I shall sen 1 vou some law l)ooks but have not time 
to do so now. I send you however, by hogcs, dc IwUantsc rccht- 
gclccrtlicyt ^-^ which is not yet bound. 

You need not send me copies of letters which you know have 
reached luc bm of those which have not arrive !, like those sent 
by (/c- lief til- which were taken to Dunkirk. It is a good plan how- 
ever to send by the next ship copies of the letters sent by the pre- 
ceding ship for fear that they may not liave arrived, especially if 
goods were sent by them, as in that case demands might be made on 
the underwriter on presentation of the second bill of lading. 

As to Corn rl is TeunisseH van itickcrckj^ do as you think best and 
as is most advantageous to me. If he is not capable, leave him 
as he is; but if he behaves well and is al)le treat him like the others. 

It wa*^ \ cry wrong of you to say to Director kicft that he sliould 
charge the duty on the skins to my account there ; I do not owe the 
duty in that country but here when the skins have arrived and 
when they do not arrive I do not owe any duty; but I wrote you 
to pay for the freight of the goods sent over, according to the 
I'reedoms; however, inasmuch as the ships generally receive their 

*• HuRo Grotius, Inh-iding to! de Ilollandsche rechtsgelefrihcyt, the first edition of 
which appeared in i6j|i. and the eighth edition in i64i> See article on this work in 
Robert l"ruin'-i l'rr<(^r,-i'ii- Gcschriftcn. 8:io~,^i. 

•Probably a mistake for Cornells Tcunisz van Mccrkcrck. 
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cargo licre it is best that the freight be pai I in this country, e>i>ec- 
ally as the skipper who is his own master has aijreetl tliat I should 
pay hini on his return for niy t^oods and the lx>ard of niy people 
toward which I liad t«> i^ive Inni liere fur each person f2o in cash, 
contrary to custom; lierewith I end. 

P. S. I forgot to write in the letter ah<.ut thr carpenter^ who 
have no work esj)ecially in the winter when tlu- wood [cells] are 
closed an 1 [the tree^] fit to cut down. A goodly number of oak 
trees should then he cut down, using as much as is necessary for 
timber au 1 cutting the others to the lengtii of p'lpQ staves, which 
measure the c<»')[)er will probablv know. It is about four feet, 
rather an inch longer than shorter. These lengths may thcfi at :i 
convenient time be si)lit into staves, so that you nuist take thi-. 
into consideration and i)ay due attention to the sjilitting of staves, 
for these might l)e used to make barrels iti which to send flour to 
Virginia and bring back toh.icco, so that the splitting of staves is 
a very important imitter. .\nd in order to get the work done more 
cheaply you might give the carpenters piecework and. with the 
advice of Jaii Corncltssi'it, andrics dc Z'os an I C Orudis Tcunisscn, <- 
settle for your-elf how much each carpenter ought to accomplish 
per day in the wav of felling trees, sawing or splitting; but you 
must be sure about the proper length of the staves and when there 
is an opportunity you mu.>t fin 1 out where the most suitable trees 
for this purpose are an J make plans for every tiling tliat is neces- 
sary thereto. • 

Ordinance of the colony of Rensselaerswyck prohibiting the 
sale of powder, lead and firearms to Indians^^ 

July j8, 16 4 1 

As the council of the colony of Rensselaerswyck notice that many 
persons and inhabitants of the colony make bold against the order 
of the ordinance of the Cliartered West India Company to sell to 
tlu Ii; l;ms >r savages, who frequent these parts, firearms, powder 
and lead, which might cause great liarm, witli regard both to war 
and to the great dispute between our patroon and the Company. 

Therefore, every inhabitant of the said colony, whoever he may 
be, is expressly prohibited from selling, repairing or lending any 

**l'.R.B.Mss 2y Other copy in V.R.B.Mss 31 and third copy dated July 1641, 
in bandwri'.iiiK of Antonf de Hooges, in V. R. B. Mss 18. where it follows the 
ordinance of Aug. 12, 1641, with tlie note: The following ordinance belongs to the 
preceding one. 



^.d by Google 



NEW YORK STATE UBRARY 



firearms, powder or lead, on forfeiture of loo guilders and on 
pain of being sent home under such sentence as the case shall 
warrant, and any one who shall inform against a man who has 
acted contrary to this ordinance shall receive 50 guilders as a re- 
ward. Thus done in the colony of Rensselaerswyck this i8th day 
of July 164 1. 
By order of the council of the said colony, 

In my presence, 

Arendt Van Curler, Secretary. 
[Endorsed] Publication concerning iiowder, lead and firearms. 

Klliaen van Rensselaer to Willem Kieft'- 

. July J<^, 1641 

WUlem Kieft, director in New Netherland 

This 19th of July 1 64 1, in Amsterdam 

On the 14th of May last, on account of the hurried departure 
of the ship den eyckenboom, I was obligeJ to reply in haste to your 
honor's letter of the 12th of October 104:). This letter by the 

bearer luilhonic t/r hooycs, uii Icrbookkcepcr an 1 assistant of the 
colony, serves only as a confirmation of the other, supplemented 
by the usual nicssai^e and kinil request to help him send my people 
and goods to the colony. With that cml in view I have ijivcn him 
a letter of recommendation to your honor, lie lias al^o wilh liiiii 
the invoice of my goods; if your honor should like to see it he will 
shn\v it to yon. and if yonr honor .««honld find an\lbiiiL; in there that 
you like you might l>ick it out. It is unspeakable what trouble I 
have in sendiiiL^ my goods thither as I do not know at all on what 
to count, otherwise I should already have sent ynu a good draught 
of I'Vencli wine, as 1 supjxtse the ."^panisb is more abundant there. 
My goods which had lain for a long time in the warehouse to be 
sent by the shij) dm Uarinck came back by the lighter and had 
thereafter to be loaded into den I:iij^cl j^nhricl, which arrived [at 
the Manhattan^] in the winter and sailed again before I could 
receive ti lings of the arrival of my j^'^no !> in the colony, much less 
obtain any fiu's or letters. With the ship (/(•;/ :cdtrrho)it, it went 
better, iiowever, it saile 1 so unexpectedly that my letters to you 
remained behind. aUhouub. when T (!elivered nu Ktlers to tlie presi- 
dent oil Wednesday, he said that matters would be determined 



K. R, B. Mu, Letter Book, f.i49b. 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



Upon on Thursday and that the ship would have to wait therefor, 
lliese letters, having thereupon been sent by Cornelis melyn, were 
taken to Dunkirk but recovered and lately sent by den eyckenboom. 
This year the worst that happened was that my goods which were 
in the warehouse in time liad to stay out of den eyckenboom though 
the fact that the animals got in made it bearable. The goods 
which were already then in the warehouse have evett now to stay 
for the larger part out of this ship and are waiting for the third 
ship, which is the most vexatious thing in the world. I made 
some inquiry as to the cause of it; lindaef^ in the warehouse said 
that he had orders not to load my goods and, when at the last 
minute I inquired about this, I could not find out who the man was 
who had forbidden this. However, I can guess the reason, namely, 
that there are some directors who hold that I must pay such duties 
as the recent Freedoms prescribe. In that case no one could be sure 
of the future, whereas one who has already obtained his right is 
not subject to future chanj^^^c^ ; in this contention, when 1 further 
urged the matter, 1 received the full approbation of their High 
Mightinesses for myself and my successors forever, which docu- 
ment I have already sliown to the lion. C ocnnulns. I at once re- 
ceived permission to proceed with the loadin;^ but tlic sliip was 
then so full tluit tlie t^Mcater part of my sui)plies are still left out 
and will follow by the next ship. Is it not vexations also that I can 
not gel any j)ayment for the grain of which you sent ine the ac- 
count and wliicli was already delivered in 1^)38 and i63«j? I re- 
ceived toward this I1J72. to which must be a ided f228 charge 1 
to me for iS',' interest on fi2uo wdiich 1 had tf) pay the first of 
August i''3<), making fi5(K), but a great deal jnore is due to me. 
They (juarrel with me about the re^t because at the end of the ac- 
count, which yonr honor sent me and whicli I ha 1 to show them, 
it was stated that the freemen of the enlnny owed abont f2Qcx). 1 
have advi.>ed you of the amount in dispute, Jn fine, for the grain 
which is of such high grade, fnr which cMie has to wait so l<»ng 
before it is ripe, and to get whicli one mu>l first throw g'»ol grain 
into the soil, then thrash it. an I thereafter deliver it. for tlii> after 
it is delivered one has to wait a long time bi fore the account^ arc 
.settled, first bcrause the accounts which arc sent i 1 (Jctober entered 
only the (|uantiiies delivered in May, and then because the ship 
was so l(Mig on its wav. and finally becan-r \W\ wante 1 to balance 
the grain which was delivered in June and July 1638, when Jacob 

" Probably a miiUke for Etnelatn; see order to Job Arise. July 10, 1641, on p. 556. 
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planch left, not only for piiyincnts due on the first of August 1639 
but also for 18;^ interest which 1 liacl to pay to the first of August 
1640; so that, deducting therefrom f228 as aforesaid and adding 
thereto the {1272 which I received, I received in all fisoo as afore- 
said in August 1640, which was the first money I have received for 
all the grain delivered by me since the year 1632, everything being 
paid [by way of liquidation of] accounts drawn up at their pleas- 
ure, without evidence, either against or without my order and en- 
tirely without receipt from my people. Whether these things are 
endurable I leave for you to consider ; and I should not object either 
if your honor sent these complaints to the lords directors. I have 
the more reason to complain as grain is ready money and ready 
money from Brazil is at iS^ premium, more or less, while instead 
of giving me 18^ additional they make me pay 18^ interest. I have 
patiently endured all this tilt now; I would have suffered it still 
longer if it had not been that your honor's complaint conflicted with 
those of my people, as your honor says that they have delivered 
little or nothing whereas they complain that instead of fio they 
can get fi2 [a mudde], yes, that grain is sold at the manhatans at 
is y2 SL schepcl.^ I am therefore forced to issue this order that 
they must deliver my grain to the G>mpatiy before any one else, 
provided you pay them what they can get from others and do not 
credit this on account but pay for it on the departure of the 
vessels with collectable letters of exchange or drafts. What I owe 
the Company I am also ready to settle in cash or negotiable paper 
without mixing iheni with or balancing them against any accounts 
of niy people who arc in debt to nic. It is [nol more than reason- 
able that upon niy account is entered what is delivered to my commis 
or to tho>e to whom 1 give ere lit but that every one shouM charge 
my account, as has now been done for 11 years, is unbearable and 
Would tend to my ruin. 

l*'urther, sir. a> we mn>t adopt a definite l)asi> for mutual trans- 
actions between the Company and myself. I say frankly that the 
l'rec*ioms granted to me form the standard accoriling to which 
we nuist regulate ourselves on both sides. If you have permi'^sion 
to deal with me from the honorable directors, we shall have no dil- 
ficulty in coiuing to an understanding; l)Ut if they should have 
any objection to it, I woul 1 like to be iiifornieil of it. It is a very 
dangerous business if succeeding administrators want to alter the 
I)rivileges granted by their predecessors; it their successors in turn 

Equal to £14 • mudde. 
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change tlic limits set by tlicm, j:[rcat changes will soon take place 
when one thiril [of the flirectors retire] and what certainty will 
the peoj)!e iiave from o:ie [administration] or tlie other? It is 
right to make changes ii;M>n proper information, but not with re- 
gard to those wlio have alrearly olnained their riglits. In theii 
leases, 1 have impose ! tithe-^ upon my people for the sup|)ort f>f re- 
ligion (as at the first upportunit}' I expect to seek a suitable minister 
and have given orders to buil I a clmrch) au'l also for the ^uppfirt 
of the officers and of justice, but 1 have not done this during the 
term of their service but when it expired and they and I were free. 
Whetiier lyrocr C Orudis has done me good service witli regard to 
this mallt r I know partly but he knows best of all. Sir. the state- 
ment that 1 have been untruthful is a pill I can not swallow as 1 
iiave never to my knowledge lodged either hypocrisy or lies in my 
heart. Your honor understands the matter quitj differently from 
tlu- way it is; you observe and contend that I have complained 
about you; such is far from me. I have thanked you and do so 
again and most heartily, most of all for the good plan which you 
devised and carried out to my great service of sending my horses 
up the river in lighters for lack of other vessels; but as according 
to my Freedoms I rightly maintain that I am not bound to pay 
for this, since the Company promises to send the animals there free 
when there is room in the ship and the said lighters took the place 
of the ship, [for this reason] I tried to avoid paying for it and 
not for the purpose of checking you as if you had charged for 
more days than it took in reality. Far from it, that would have 
been very ungrateful and unfaithful toward your honor, instead of 
grateful. On the contrary my complaints tend to the advantage 
of your honor who stands up so well for the Company's rights. « 
In which matter I also said, not to you but to the Company, that 
these lighter charges were trifling compared with the ship freights 
from here to New Netherland. I do not refer to what was done 
about the lighter charges but claim that as sea vessels and sloops of 
the Company often lie idle at the wharf without making a voyage, 
it could have been arranged to send up the sea vessels; and [if it is 
alleged that] if these vessels were used then here and then there for 
the Company the voyage would take longer than it need otherwise 
with diligence take, I explain that in six or eight days a trip can be 
made from above to the mouth of the river. That this is the truth 
I can easily get attested as there are exami)les of small vessels 
coming down from above in 24 hours. Even if it had been 30 
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days each time, it woiil 1 still be less than to come from there here. 
They have [never?] according to their promise transported any 
animals for me [frce?j'**' but once consented to tiikc six calves in 
the ship upon condition that in case of need they might throw them 
overboard, whicli they actually di 1 when they got out to sea; 
there was reason to. hut the clause made them decide to do it sooner 
than they would otiierwise ixTliaps have done. 

Here your honor has my sincere declaration in regard to this 
matter. If 1 have reason to thank you and the Company li.i- rea- 
son to lau I your carefulnos. nnist this now cause you to break your 
friendshi]) ?' It seein> to me unreasonable and uncalled for; if I 
had said " the director charges me but six or eight day> whereas 
they have been thirty days on the way," that woid l be to your 
disadvaiUage but being oblige 1 to you while yet dis>ati^tie 1 and the 
Company having reason t<> praise you for doing your duty, I hope 
that you will continue favors which you commenced to show me; 
upon which I sliall await your reply. At all events, if your honor 
s1k)u1 1 be inclined to warn me once more and. as this time no other 
arrangement has been ma('e by me, to lend me once more a helping 
hand or to give me good advice as to what I had better do in this 
matter in tlie future. I should like to know in what way I can [dease 
your honor and hope at the first opportunity to obtain your honor's 
dcfnnte answer with regard to niv previous letter. I would decide 
to keep a vessel in the Xoith River myself but that as yet 1 have 
received but few returns ci>ni)ared with my large consignments. 
T hope that now it w ill b^'gin to go h ttcr. were it only that 1 could 
make more definite and hberal arrangemeiU> ; and as I find that 
Other colonics are to be founded on the North River, my preroga- 
tive respecting it un 'er the fifth article of my bVcedoms ought at 
any rate not to 1).' diininishc<l or disputed. For a while, it is true, 
I shall not be able to do nnich ; nevertheless, every one likes to hold 
on to what belongs to him by good title. I am surprised that the 
English are said alrea !\ to deliver grain, both those of \'irginia 
and those of New I'n-land, though flour is still one of the best 
articles that is tradetl in Virginia for tobacco; if it were not that 
I wi lied to deprive the Company of all chance ft^r trouble, I would 
already before this have made my plans accordingly. That your 
honor received so little grain from my colony is principally due to 
the fact that tl t ^ can get more for it from others; it seems that 
with them the iiighest price is the supreme law and, as during the 

•• hebbcM naer hare behften haer tci-en mij eenige beesttn ot-ergtvaert. 
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last years so many farms have been cstablislied at the niaiiliatans, 
I am half inclined to trade with \'ir,i;inia which is much nearer 
than the island of tlie West In lies while its toi)acc<) is also much 
better and its price reahunable. Jf 1 had a vessel I would make a 
small venture. 

Brocr Cornclissrii writes that yon urije him to have me ai);)<iint 
an agenf'"^ at tlie iiuiuluiljus. If I C(»uld find a suitable man I 
would have done so ah eaily. ilowever. I can not see that accord- 
'\\\^ to article J*^ 1 must tlo this, but only that 1 am allowed to do 
so and as to the rejxjrt which I am l)onn I to make, I coul 1 not do 
anytliinq- more than co.nmunicate to your honor what j^oods and 
people yo thither and come back, aUo how much i^rain comes from 
there; other particulars I ('<• iiot know myself for I only know wdiat 
brocr cornclis. . Irciit 7 an L 'orlcr or others communicate when con- 
venient. \\ isliinjj;^ to be further informed regarding your honor's 
intentions as to these matters, vale. 

N. P>. If I have been remiss in one thing, the Company is remise 
in ten things at least. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Adriaen van der Donck'^' 

July 2^, 1641 

Adriaen van der donck, officer, in ti e colony of Rensselaerswyck 

This 23d of July 1 64 1, in Amsterdam 
Of your honor's safe arrival and tliat of the other people and 
goods, especially the animals, I ho])e to learn with joy in due time 
and with still greater joy that you have not only arrived at your 
place of destination in the colony but that you have duly settled 
down to enter with fidelity and zeal on the one hand upon the ex- 
ercise of your office, anrl on the other upm the cultivation of your 
farm (may the Lord our God bless both). Herewith go again 
some persons; two in my service and seven freemen, among them 
Johan ^beek, tailor, with his wife, from breda, recommended to 
me by your mother, according: to the contract sent to the secretary 
arent van Corlcr. Ditto van Corler has complained to me about the 
impertinence of .some of the fanners who let my carpenters go 
about idle and employ others who are not in my service at higher 
wages and to my damage, concerning which I have enclosed a 
mcn:orandum®** in his letter which he is to hand to you in order that 

** dal ick ccn agent of den manliatans soutle stellcn. The word used in article of 
the FrcedoiiM it gecommitteerde. 
" R. B. yfss. Letter Book, f.isib. 

See p. 560. 
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you may sec to it that such (Hsorder and impertinence be checked 
by orilinances of the commissioned councilors.'*^* 1 doubt not but 
you will rtn 1 so many of these things to remedy that you will be- 
come aware of the task of redressing^ them, an 1 the delin(nients of 
your tine^. 1 send herewith enclosed authority to the secretary to 
deliver to you merchandise, at the first purchase price without 
counting any expenses, to the sum of 132:13. advanced by you for 
lighter charges of the animals from micrdcn. 1 would a Ivise you 
of one thing and another more at length, but the pain 1 suffer 
from a sound heart'"'" take^ away my courage. 

r. S. As several other colonies now a;)pL\ir on the North River, 
you must take great care to acquaint them in the beginning, with 
tact and suavity, of my right-^ un.kr the fifth article. s])ecially ap- 
proved by their High Might iiioses. and confer about it in friend- 
ship, but duly maintain my rights. Vale. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Arent van Curler^ 

JtUy 27 f 1641 
Arcnt van Curler, in New Netherland 

This 27111 of July 1641 
After closing my preceding letter and sem'ing it to you by 
atitliony lie Ii0(\:^'cs two davs ago. I found enough lime to draw up 
your instructions concerning the three connnissioners an I four ad- 
junct councilor^"'- miMHinnt l m«>re fully in the instructions to 
officer Adriacn z'a)t(icr do)ick which I eticlose in this letter."''' sent 
by Jchaii Ihcunisscu carpenter, whotri I have engaged since as 
a freeman for four years, on condition that he serve me the first 
year as a •>orva!it at f 1 50 a year. In^tca 1 of f4o according to hi-; 
enclosed contract. I paid him in ca--li 150; this you will charge to 
his accf)unt with the 50V advance, also his hoard on the ship, toward 
which 1 have i^aid alreadv f20 just as for the (»ther.>. an 1 any other 
expenses which he may yet occasion till he arrives in the colony, 

greommiteerJe raden; rrobably • tntatake for gecommileerde en radtn, eommlMioneri 

and codncilcrs. 

•* ecu gesont herte; prohably a mistake for een ongcsont herte, an unsound hcarL 

•* y. R. B. Mss. Letter Book, ft 51b. TH« letter i« in the handwriting of Kiliaen van 

Rensscl.T"r. 

1 ande drije gecommittecnie efi 4 bijgeioechdc Raden. Cf. letter to Adriacn van dcr 
I>oneIc, March 9. 1643, p. 639. 

"The instructions to .\<1ri.icn v.in dcr Dmuk .ire not anumg X\\r /'.in Rensselaer 
Bonder Mss, nor liavc tlicy been preserved among the Rensselaertwyck Mas. 

**Jan Teunisz van Lcydcn; nailed on de» Ccmittek Darid, 
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wlicu 1 must furni>li board u> him an 1 others the first year that 
tliev art- i.i my servici.'. I sh<»iil 1 hkc tu know how this board oi 
yoiiisc'lt a> ucll as of (»thcr servants in my employ is cliargeil and 
what it costs me each year pjr head. This must be ligurcd as 
closely tor me as possible, l^ 'ale. 

Kiliacn van Rensselaer to Cornelis van der Donck^ 

August /, i6fi 

ComcUs I'attdcr Donck, at Breda 

This I St of August 164 1, in Amsterdam 
Through indisposition I have been unable to answer you sooner; 
am now only in fair health. The tailor*' from breda with his wife 
and still other company, together 10 persons large and small, set 
sail for New Nctherland on Tuesday last ; may God be with them. 
They have good weather but the wind has changed and become 
contrary; 1 fear that they will have to seek shelter in England. 
I could still use a smith s helper and a brickmaker. A ship is 
t)eing made ready which I hope will lie ready to sail in a month: 
it would be well if the men could go across in that ship, but this 
you must know that there is a smith^ in the country but no brick- 
maker, so that the brickmaker must have a boy or other help, un« 
less he could bum brick alone. Vale. 

Ordinance of the colony of RetuMlaerswyck regulating trade^ 

August 13, 1641 

We, Atlriacn WiudiV donck. chief officer,*^** with tlie comniis- 
sioners and conncilors of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, to all 
who shall >ee these or hear them read, greeting. As we see 
and notice daily the pi^rcat strife, n[)roar, qnarrelini^, ye> what is 
more, mntual discord, all nf which are causes that ^a-ncrally brini^ 
about the ruin of ;i well ordered community. spriuLjini,^ solclv from 
the trade which our iiiliabitauts carry on with the foreign residents 

• V. R. B. Mss. LtUer Book, £.152. 
••Jan Wrhrrrk. 

" Kcyrr StotTdsz, who Aug. i8, 1639, succccdcil Iturgrr Jorisz, with whom xhf 
council of the colony cntere<) into a contract on Majr 26, 1637. when newa had been 

rfcrivfd of the df.itli of Curiu'lis Tliimi.ns/ S<c cr>j>y of the contract and MaenigeH 
lioeck, 1638-44, f.38, 48. among the RcnssKlacrsuiyck Mss. 

• In y. R, B. Mss 18; in handwriting of Antony de llougca. Other copy in OrJinamcrs, 
1639-58. amoni; the Retuselaerswyck Mss. 

'•liooft Omcter. 
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— that is such persons as have no fixed residence there and only 
go thither to practice usury, provoke quarrels and discord and in- 
cite the inhabitants to private trailing of furs which causes thcni 
to neglect their own proper duties — and in oriler to stop all this 
and prevent it by proper means, we liave sivii fit to order, enjoin 
and command, as we do In- tlu'se, all tlic inhahuants oi the colony 
on whatever basis or un.Ur whatever contract ihcy may live here, 
that they shall not un.lertake to buy from or exchatige with the 
residents any goo. Is, or in any manner let them have any beavers, 
otters or other furs, directly or indirectly, upon fme and forfeiture 
for the tirst offense of three ii:nes the value of the goods first 
bought, exchange ! or dtlivere I, and ico ii\-i!ollars additional, if 
any one should act contrary to this onlinance. Ihit, if any shalloi)s 
or vessels of the Lompany or any one else come up the river andi 
the inhabitants want to biiv anything of which they are in great 
need, they shall ask permission of the ofticcr, who will act accord- 
ing to circumstances. 

Secondly, no one, whatever his rank may be, shall be allowed on 
forfeiture as above, to send any beavers, otttrs or other furs down 
the river or cause them to be sent down, williout haniling in a true 
inventors of them or giving notice of their number, before they arc 
sliipi)ed. Herein we dispose a$ above. 

Thirdly, no vessels except those of the Co npany shall be allowcti 
to sail down the rivtr without inspection an 1 they shall also give 
notice of everytliing they carry out of the colony. I*, very thing 
on forfeiture as above. Done and conclude:! in council this I2tli 
of August 1641. liy order of the oflicer an.l council of the colony 
of Rensselaerswyck. 

Underneath was written : 

To my knowledge 
Arendt Van Corler 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Comelis van der Donck?^ 

September Ji, lOji 

CorticUjs van der donck, at Breda 

This 2 1 St of September 1641, in Amsterdam 
This morning I received yours of the i8th instant, in reply to 
which it may serve to say that if the ship were now at the Texel, 
it would run out by this east wind. However, it still lies before the 

^V,R.B.Mst. Letter Book, f.i$2. 
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city, but in a tew days will sail from licrc to the Tcxcl an.! being 
there will have to wail for ihe wiirl. Voii must therefore not 
nej^lect to send your thinj^^s speedily but, if your honor does not 
need these things very much. 1 sIkjuI 1 advi>e you to wait till spring, 
as the winter is now at hand and the goods can not reach the colony 
this year before the fro>t ; alsn, this shii) doe-^ not sail direct for 
New Xetherland but first to Curac^ao in the \\'e>i Indies, which 
lengthens the way and increases the danger csp^'cially at this season 
of the year; but you must do as you think best. The j)receding 
ship, on which the tailor from brcdaci sailed, was the 23d of .August 
lying in England in Plymouth. I h( pe that it has left there since. 
It will be difficult enough for the persons an 1 goods which sailed 
in it to get to the colony b.-fore the frost, ll by next spring you 
could secure an able smith'.s hel[)er and a brickmaker. but especially 
one who can also make tiles, it would be well ; but you must pay 
due attention that they know their traile tlmroughly and are of 
good moral conduct. 1 hope that your honor's son is now already 
settled and housed and that in eight or 10 days, God willing, we 
sliall have tidings thereof. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to WiUem Kieft^' 

September 2^, 1641 

IVillem kicft^ director in New Netherland 

This 2i;th of September 1041. in Amsterdam 
In the letter sent on the i(;th of July hst by .1 iithoonir dc ffot^rs 
who sailed in the ship lioi Coniiick diU ul, I replie 1 at length to 
yours of October ij, 1640. On the 23d of August the said ship 
W'as still at IMyiunuth but hoping that it sailed shortly after and 
may have arrived >afelv before your honor receives these I reicr 
entirely to my previous letter. These go by the ship dr braiidarys, 
which will stop first at Curat^ao in the West Indies, and it will there- 
fore luake a long voyage for my goo 's, which have already been 
six months in the warehouse. I know no better way than to have 
patience, pra\ing .Mnu'ghty Go 1 to let the>e and the preceding 
arrive safely without accident. I beg and pray you earnestly to 
favor my people and goods with your assistance, that everything 
may as soon as possiliK- get to the colony, especially the goods sent 
by den Coninck davidt, which will have a hard time unless the Lord 

ny. R. B. Mu, UtUr Book, f.isab. 
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please to grant her a speedy voyage and you second it by your 
efforts. I lung to know wherewith I can recompense you for ail 
your former kindnesses as well as those to come and whether my 
previous i)ru[)osttions please you in any way. The accompanying 

goods arc numbered an 1 marked as in margin: 
No. D a ca>e, (luiic lony aiivl narrow 
No. E a similar case, much shorter 
No. 1 1 a cask of prunes 
* No. 12 a cask of oil 
^X, ^^ «i hogshead of vinegar 



No. i6 a cask of train oil. which leaked in the warehouse 



No. 1 8 a barrel of tar 
No. 27 a case with duliiels 

If they can not get to the colony before the winter, as there are 
many perishable and li(|nitl goods among them, you wonl 1 do me a 
favor. by .sending ihem to the colony in the first sloop in the spring 
to my cousin anitit rd// Corlcr, 

It wonl.l also be a great service to me if Arunt i-an Corlcr sent 
you each year bv the la>t ^loop going down bcf')re the winter some 
cases of beaver^ to be shipped to me in the spring when the shijjs 
leave so suddenly, as did den cngcl gabriel, tliat he lias not time 
to send any. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Arent van Curler'^ 

[September ^y, 1041 \ 

Arunt van Corlcr, in the colony of Rensselaerswyck 

IJy the ship den Coninclc david, by .Inthonie dc hofjcs sent to you 
as assistant. 1 wrote yon at length and also sent yon the goods 
mentioned in the invoice sent i)reviously. with the exception of the 
following, which came back because they coid 1 not be loade 1 in the 
ship. 'Jdie ^hij) (/(•;/ Coninck da: id wa> on the 23 1 of August still 
in I'Jigland in the harbor of Plymouth. I hope that it saile<l 
shortly after, as it is of great conse(|uence to me that the goods get 
to the colony before the winter, as well as the people. 10 in mnnber, 
sent to the colony by the same >>hip. 1 also hope that the >hip den 

" r. R 0. Mtt, LttUr Book, f.isj. 




a cask of >oa]) 

a large barrel with kettles and lead 



and was not sent 
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eyckenboom, which left here on the 17th of May» having on board 
Officer adriacn vander donck and the people whom I sent over, 
being about 20 persons strong, arrived in the colony in due time 
and that I shall be informed thereof at the first opportunity. This 
serves mainly to enclose the list of the goods which remain from the 
last consignment and which are now sent via Curasao in the ship 
den braniaris; may Almighty God watch over it all. It will also 
serve to advise you that I insured 1800 beaver skins on the follow* 
ing three ships, to wit, den eycketiboom, which sailed from here in 
May; den Co David, which sailed in July following; and this ship, 
which I hope will sail in October. You can load the aforesaid 1800 
beaver skins in these three ships named; the insurance policy is 
equally valid and it amounts to the same thing whether the 1800 
skins are divided among three ships or whether they are sent in 
one or in two of them; therefore, as I fear that den eyckenboam 
has left too soon, I expect but little by that ship though I should 
wish it otherwise. The largest quantity, however, I' expect by 
de Co: David and if this should fail, the rest by this ship in the 
spring, up to the- 1800, if you have as many. As you write that 
some debts in skins are still outstanding, also that goods sent by 
den Eitgc gabriel are not yet sold and that the stock of goods sent 
by den waterhont is still complete, I estimate there ought to be as 
many as 1800 or more ; nor need you confine yourself so closely to 
tlic inimber insured but even if there were three or four hundred 
more send those too; it will also be very necessary for you as a rule 
to keep some skins at the minihatans ready for shipment by the 
next ship. \\ luMR ver tliey ilo not yive you sufficiently timely 
notice to send your i^mxxIs down, it is a ^ood tliiiiL; to have a cer- 
tain <iu;uilit} in stock in the kei'pini; of Mr k'icft in order that they 
may he sent hither l)y hi^ honor. Vou will also do well to advisu 
me of the quantity which you estimate you will have during the 
year in which you write me so that I can arrange the insurance ac- 
cordingly. Write me also each time how the skins are marked, 
whether there is little or mucli merchandise in the country (tiiat I 
may regulate myself accordingly in the purchase of merchandise) 
and everything else that occurs there with reference to the trade. 
Yoti were under a great misapprehension in understan<iing liy " resi- 
dents " the farmers or otlier inhabitants of the colony. [ mean by 
that term such i)eople as (/cyi'iT an<l the like who come to tra<lc in 
the colonv without authority from tlie ( ompanv and have no con- 
sent from me to do so. I have explained my meaning and niy 

37 
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rights orally and at length tu Officer 7'iin dcr donck, namely, that 
you can not forbid the trade to the West India Company but only to 
private iuuividuals. Of substitution of private individuals for the 
Company there can be no question, for next to the Company, i 
come. Should 1 settle the ct»untry and incur great expenses an<l 
should other private indivuhiai> clauilestineiy reap my profit? 
1 hat is without right and rea>()n; out^i^le the jurisdiction of the 
colony 1 have nothing to say but within the same 1 have. In the 
beginning great discretitm nuist be used, as 1 stated to vandcr 
doiick, who will no doubt communicate to you everything. As 
long as 1 have mercilandi^e private in<livi luals shall not undermine 
and spoil my trade, but when 1 have no merchandise, in oriler not 
to divert the trade, one can be a little more lenient with them, 
though it won! 1 be best that the private resi.Ients tra<led with you, 
that \c>Li traded in my naiue with the Indians, and tliat tliey as well 
as 1 might make some proht. 

Kiliaen van Renaselaer to WiUem Kief t'^ 

October 8, 1641 

li'illcm kicjt, director in New Xetherland 

The Sth of October 164 1, in Amsterdam 

]>y my last letter to your honor of the 2y)\.\\ i)ast, by this same 
ship den brant mys, J recommended to you the forwarding of the 
balance of my goods w hich go ihitlier by this ship via Curai;ao ; 
I have since learned from my nephew Tec/z/tT i-an 'I ^cillcr that your 
honor is a great lover of tine horses, which I i)resume are not 
wanting there, and thinking that a hue sa<ldle looks well on a fine 
hi>rse to show off the rider to l)etler advantage and that suitable 
saddles can imi l)e had in that country. 1 have with the advice of my 
aforesaid nephew discovered one which 1 hope will be pleasing, 
useful and convenient to you. 1 send it to you in the care of 
Gysbcrt op den dyck and kindly retjuest you to accept it as a first 
sign of gratitude for the favors bestowed upon me. I hope that 
it will arrive without damage. I have had it sewed in canvas with 
everything that belongs to it and addressed to your honor with the 
mark of the colony, a^ in the margin. 

This young man has asked me to recumnieiid him to your honor, 
and although 1 do not doubt but tiiat he will have stronger recom- 

*• V, R. B. Mu, Ltttgr Book, Lt$}h. 
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mendations from various other people, even from the directors, I 
could nevertheless not refuse to do this hereby. I beg your honor 
to excuse me for this and to be assured that I have tried to avoid 
it as much as I could; sometimes these things must be done on 
account of other recommendations and sometimes on account of 
importunities. Your honor need not pay any more attention to this 
than the person*s capacity and your honor's opinion of him will 
warrant. 1 think that this young man has a good disposition ; he 
served the Company in that country from the very beginning and 
did not take sides with any faction but properly respected and 
obeyed his superiors, which 1 have no doubt now that he is so much 
older and more experienced he will do better than ever. Vale. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Willem van Galen^^ 

October p, 16^1 

IViltem I an Galcn^ at Utreclit 

This 9th of ( )ctoljer 1641, in Anistcrdaiii 

I return licrcwith to you l!u- jxavit of aliDiiu'v wliicli in my 
opinion ought to be drawn up in an entirely dirterent form. 

I'irst, 1 can not find that all the heirs of Gcrrit de reux, deceased, 
are named or represented therein. 

Secondly, the inheritance of their brother Gcrrit de reux, de- 
ceased, is not even mentioned therein. 

Thirdly, this power of attorney does not state that you may 
arbitrate or compromise but simply empowers you to b^n a suit 
against me in the name of tlie persons mentione<l. 

Fourthly, it does not give you any power to receive any money 
or to i^ive a receipt. 

Further, my name is incorrectly given (being, not Guilliaen 
Renselaer but Kiliaen Van Rensselaer) and furthermore they have 
nothing to do with me individually nor I with them, but there is 
an open account concerning tlic service of their deceased brother 
which does not concern me alone but also others who participate 
therein with me. I did not individually enter into an agreement 
with Gerrit de reux but did so in the ca])acity of patroon of the 
colony called Renssclaerswyck, lying on the North River of New 
Netherland, which capacity must necessarily be stateil in the power 

" y. R. V, Mu, LeIUr Book, f.154. * 
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of attorney or my other participants would not want to contribute 
their share in tlie restitution. I kindly request your honor, there- 
fore, to help the people somewhat that their business may be done 
in good order and that they may give you proper power of attorney 
and the matter remain hereafter beyond dispute; for it is incon- 
venient for me to deal with each one in:Iividually but I am willing 
to do so with them jointly or with the person to whom they give 
a power of attorney, in which capacity I shall be pleased to meet 
you. 

P. S. 1 must add that it was not 1 but dc rcu.v, deceased, wlio 
kc{)t the accounts; that I did not a<hninistcr his property, hut he 
mine; that he (hd not die and leave an e>tate in iny colony or juris- 
diction but at the ))uiiiJiaiLiis or in the jurisdiction of the West 
Jndia Company, and that not I or niy officers but he himself 
always delivered liis grain to the Company and received therefor 
other necessaries for whicii he had to pay, so that accordingly the 
director of the Coinitany. and not I, undertnok the settlement of 
hi.^ estate; the situation is therefore quite ditierent from what you 
think and the g(K)il people were not well informed simply to go by 
tlic rej>ort which they hear from one person or another. 1 have 
told jun bastiacnsz right along that I will not keep a single letter 
or writing back from them and will deal in all fairness with them. 
They dream of mountains of gold but do not count on expenses. 

Journal of Antony de Hooges on his voyage to New Netherland 

in den Coninck David^^ 

July jo-Novembcr 2p, jojr 

In the year of our Lord 164 1, the 30th of July, I commenced 
this journal in the name of the Lord. May the Lord conduct us 
to the 1)1 ace of our destination, in onler that on our arrival we may 
offer to the Lord the offering of our lips, to His honor and our 
salvation. Amen. 

X. r.. In order to make tliis journal complete, 1 obtained from 
our mate the cour>es and changes thereof together with the lati- 
tude, and hope that your honor may not Ix'come tired of it. 

^V.R.B.Mss 24. cniitkd: Journael gehouden opt Schtp den Coninek DavU, 
g€dttHme«rt worr Nieuw-Nedcrlandt Anno 1641, 
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Journal kept on the ship den Coninck David/'' bound for 

New Netherland, 1641 

In the year of our Lord 1 64 1 , we set sail from T^jrW 
1641 with an E.S.E. wind and a light breeze, in company 

July 30 with 35 or 36 sail, among which were four convoys, 
three Phantambocks^ traders, four Ijoyers"** bound 
for Ro7vane^^ and the rest French traders. When we 
got outside it became calm. We shaped our course 
S.W. when we had Camperduijn^ E. by N. from us. 

31 In the morning there was a breeze. By noon we 

reckoned that we had sailed a total of eight leagues 
. S.W. We saw 12 ships and supposed them to be 
Portuguese traders. 

.•\ugust I Variable wind, mostly W. At five o'clock in the 
morning we sailed close to SckevcUngen?^ We saw 
upward of 20 Portuguese traders at anchor and kept 
on our way tacking again and again. In the evening 
de BriclP^ lay about two leag^ies S.S.E. from us. 

2 Very light westerly wind. We had made no {prog- 
ress on account of the calm. At noon we anchored in 
13 fathoms, to ])rcvcnt the tide froiTi carrying; us away. 
Den Brirl lay .S.S.E. from us. In tlie evening we 
weiglu'il anchor again and set sail. In tin* evening 
at the end of the first watch we again secured our- 
selves against the tide. Still calm. 

3 At daybreak we weiglieil anchor again. Wind 
S.W. witli dark weather; the cour.se was W.N.W. 
Den Briclt lay about two and a half leagues S. S. E. 
from us. Toward noon the ship f-.!i::(tbcth houn l for 
Phanianibuco, having on lx>ard the wife of AdmircU 
Lichthart, joined the fleet from the rear, as did two 
East India traders. After our admiral had spoken 
one, he continued on his way. 



"King David. 
" Pernambuco. 

"An old type of aloop btailt very high at both ends. 

" Rouen. 

** Campcrdown, N. W. of Haarlem. 
** Sehcveningen. 

"Bricllc, on the iiland of Voorne, province of South Hollands 
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4 Wind S.W. At daybreak we turne<l south again. 
We reckoned that since we had stood out from land 
we had sailed 15 leagues N.W. by W. In the even- 
ing we went west again and reckoned that we had 
sailed 10 leagues S.E. During the night, at two 
bells in the dogwatch,** we took in the foresail.** 
Had rough weather; wind W. and S.W. 

5 In the morning the wind W.S.W. At eight 
o'clock we again hoisted our foresail and again turned 
south. We reckoned that we Iiad sailed a total of six 
leagues N.W. That night one of the men-of-war 
lost its topmasts and we were widely scattered Five 
of us however, namely the three Phamamboeks 
traders, with which we had made company at Texel, 
and the ship Elizabeth, kept close together. In the 
evening we turned north again and reckoned that we 
had drifted five leagues S. \L by E. since morning. 
The rougli weather had separated us from the French 
traders. \\'c once m<»re took in our foresail. During 
the nij^ht a hor>^o died and we threw it ovcrl)oard. 

6 During tlu- nij;ht our main-ail was torn in two; 
we rc])aired it and st-t it aLjain. The wind was 
we>tcrly wilii roui^h wcalhci". W'e saw three strange 
ships; thrv were lying l<» with two courses.**''* At 
noon wc set our foresail an 1 the five of us came 
togellur again an<l wen- j<tincd hy a small flute. In 
till- evening we turned south again. The course was 
S. hy \\ . W'e reckoned that from last evening to 
this we had sailed five leagues X.K. by K. and four 
leagues X.F. The wind was west. Toward even- 
ing we turned north aijain witli a mainsail hreeze. 

7 In the morning the win I W. hy N. Still rough 
weather. At n« on we were in 22 fathoms of water. 
VVc reckoned that we ha<l sailed nine leagues N. hy 
E. in the afternoon the wind hecame .\A\'. and 
we turned attain to the sonth. W'e sailed one league 
N.X.K. W'e again shaped our Cf)urse S.W'. hy W. 
Had very rough weather during the night. One calf 
dead. 



The Dutch dogwatch is from midnight to 4 a.m. 

" n ii tnen wij dt fock op de Bocch. 

Ufdeu htt met i Schot'trttijittt bij. 
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8 The wind N. with a fair breeze. Squally weather. 
Our fore-topsail blew away. We redconed that on 
the whole we had sailed 17 leagues S.W. In the 
evening it became calm. The wind became westerly. 

9 Squally in the morning. During the past night wc 
followed various courses. At daybreak our main 
yard broke. We found that we were off duiin- 
ckerkevl^ which lay S.E. by S. from us at a distance 
of about three leagues. We saw our vessels lying in 
the scheurtje.^ We steered north as we drifted 
toward the Flemish coast. We were in five fathoms. 
At noon our yard was ready again. We sailed 
toward the fleet and stayed with it We had vari- 
able winds. In the evening we turned again to the 
north. Duijnckerckcn lay about three and one half 
leagues from us. 

10 The wind S.W. At mess time we reckoned we 
had sailed nine leagues W.N.W. Toward noon we 
came close to the Voorlandf^ and anchored S.S.W. 
of the Noord Voorhndt, in 15 fathoms. At noon 
there was a breeze from the E.S.E. During the 
night we ran before the wind past Com, alias Goi- 

11 The wind S.E. In the morning we ran close by 
Kalis Klieffy^ It became very calm. Shortly after 
noon wc anchored in 15 fathoms. In the evening 
there was a light breeze from the W.N.W. and 

during the ni.^ht from the north. 

12 In the nioriiin}; tlie wind N.N.W. We sailed 
clf)se hy tlie .V///,i;<7/" and on to I'icrlcij^- and 
Ju'i'isicry'^ At noon the wind hecaine quite westerly; 
Br^'csicr lay then about four leai^Mies from us. The 
course was S.S.W. We and the slu'ps that joined 
company with us were still together. There were 

••Dttflkirk. 

" See note on p. ss^. 

" TTie Feretand; the North Foreland is the northcait comer of Kent; 

••The Goodwin Sends. 
•"Calais Cliff. 

•* Singels; on a map of the English Channel In Setttter*s Atlag H&vu*, toI. i, ptate 48^ 
thia place is located just east of Rye in the southeast corner of Sussex. 

•*Fairlight: on Seuttcr's map thia h given as Ferlay. It ia altuated a abort distance 
east of Hastings, in Sussex. 

** Bcnchj Head; on Sentter'a map the name la gfarcn aa C0P Btadty or BtvuUr, 
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aKo a frii^atc and a j^alloy. both fmni I'lissinqcn, 
and sonic I'Vcnch traders, wliicli in tlu' evening sailed 
cast again toward the fleet. That evening \vc saw 
the I'Vench coast and turned again to the nortli. 
Course N.W. 

13 In the morning the wind west with a fair breeze. 
We sailed close to shore past Bci'i'sicr and again 
turned south. The course w S.S.W. In the even- 
ing we reckoned that we had sailed eight leagues 
S.S.W, That evening it became very calm, foggy 
alid (lark. We saw none of our company. Tliat day 
a calf died. 

14 In the morning the wind E.N.E., still foggy 
weather. Now and then we fired a musket to which 
the other ships replied. At mess time the weather 
became clear again. We found ourselves to be near 
one another. The course was west. At noon we 
reckoned that we had sailed since last night 10 
leagues W. by S. At sundown the west needle of 
tvichl9* lay six leagues north of us. We shaped our 
course west. The wind E.N.E. with a fair topsail 
breeze. 

15 At daybreak the Kiskasscn^ lay S.E. by S. from 
us at a distance of about two leagues. We had 
sailed nine leagues west. The wind became southerly 
and we had some fog. The course was N.W. At 
noon it cleared off somewhat. In the evening we 
came close to the high land of Dortmuijden.^ At 
sundown Goutstarf^ lay three leagues S.W. by W. 
from us. We saw some English vessels which tried 
their best to get around to the west. We turned 
south again. Changeable winds. 

16 The wind west. Wc turned to the north. We 
reckoned that we had sailed S.E. two and a half 
leagues and S.W. five leagues. At four o'clock in 
the afternoon wc came close to the shore of Salcam.'^ 



" Isle of Wight. 

** The Caskets, or Casqueta; a group of rocks in tlic Knglish (MianncI 6c%-cn miles west 
of Aldernejr. 
Dartmouth. 
^ Start Point. 
" Salcombe. 
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V\ c tacked to the south again and again. That 
niglit during the doLjwatch we stood toward shore 
again. We reckoned that wc had sailed eight leagues 
S.S.E. The course was W.N.W. The wind S.W. 
and a fair breeze. 

17 Very fo^gy weather. Wc sailed six leagues N.W. 
by W. The wind was S.VV. Wc tacked again and 
again. At noon we stood in toward shore and in the 
evening we turned again S.W. We should have 
liked to go to Pleijmuijden^ to get water and hay 
but could not on account of the fog. The frigate 
which was with us stood toward shore. The galley 
also became separated from us so that there were 

• only five of us left 

18 The wind was S.W. That night we tacked again 
and again. Before noon we arrived between Pleij- 
muijden and Goutstart and tacked back and forth. 
During the night we ran closely past the Meeu- 
westeen^ and let ourselves drift along in a calm. A 
dead horse overboard. 

19 At daybreak the wind S.S.W. A dense fog set in. 
We found ourselves before the beacon of Pleijmuij' 
den. There were only two of us, the vice admiral 
and ourselves. We thought it advisable to run in. 
Before DraeckenkastceP we found five English r<)\ al 
vessels at anchor. We sailed on toward the east 
Conser^ and anchored there in live fathoms. We 
found the frigate and the galley at anchor. 

20 In the morning the wind was westerly. Our three 
other ships also came to anchor near us. We begar. 
to get our ca.sks ready to draw water in the nearby 
village, as no water could be had where we anchored. 

21 The wind S.W. At night our crew brought over 
20 casks of water on board. At noon we got .i 
quantity of hay. 

22 The wind westerly with dnll weather. Our crew 
hauled water again. A dead calf overboard. 

23 The wind variable. Our sailors again hauled 
water. A dead horse overboard. 



Plymoufti. 

' Mewstonc; an isolated rock near the east roast of I'lyinoutii Sound. 
> Drake Castle. 

*htt Oott Cotu§ri apfiarentty a reference to some part of Catwater.' See below. 
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24 The wind westerly. Nothing- el>e of importance, 

25 Tlie wind east. \\ c weiglied anchor to set sail 
but it hccanie cahii an«l then the wind rose from the 
S.\V. so that we remained where we were. 

26 In the morning there was a cahii and at noon the 
wind was S.W. ( )ur erew liauled water again, as a 
great deal of water was spilled. 

27 The wind from the shore and at noon S.W. We 
got some more water on boar<i. 

28 Iiv the morning there was a calm. At noon tlic 
wind blew from the sea. in the afternoon a fleet of 
English vessels bound for the Struct^ arrived here in 
the Kiidiiciiat.'' Outside the fort a fleet of i^or- 
tngnese traders was seen which the aforesaid fleet 
had met. We got some more firewtxxl on board. 

29 The wind was W.N.W. in the morning with calmR 
and good weatlier. At noon it was still calm with 
a breath of air from the northward. We got water 
on board ; and some more during the night. 

JO In the morning it was still calm. At noon the wind 

became £.S.£. with a fair breeze, Wc got a fathom 
of Norwegian wood on board. Two hours before 
sundown we weighed our anchor to set sail. In the 
evening we got to a point inside the beacon and the 
five of us andiored there to wait for General Ilalf- 
hoorn, commanding the ship Elisabeth which couitl 
not get its anchors clear. 

31 At daybreak Halfhoorn joined us. We weighetl 

our anchors and set sail, the five of us and one galley. 
The wind was £. by N. May tlie Lord grant us hence^ 
forth a hs^py and speedy voyage and everything else 
that may tend to our salvation. Amen. Some 
English vessels followed us. We shaped our course 
S.W. At 10 o'clock in the forenoon we came near 
a fleet of 19 sail. We spoke one of them which came 
from Caep de Vorde.^ Most of the rest were French 
traders. At noon Lesaerf lay two leag^tes W. by K. 
of us. We kept our former course. 

* Strait of Gibraltar. 

•CatwBter or Cattewater. the estuary at the northeast corner of Plymonth Sound. 

' Cai'C Vrrflc. 
» The Lizard. 
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September 

1 At noon \vc could not take tlic latitude. The wiml 
was S.E. by E. By our reckoning \vc liad sailed 34 
leagues S.W. Squally weather, much thunder and 
-lightning and a hard pelting rain. The wind became 
southerly and during the night easterly. The sea ran 
high. West and S.W. with whirlwinds. 

2 After the mate had taken the latitude, we found 
that we were in the latitude of 47 degrees 13 min- 
utes and during the day we had sailed 19 leagues 
S.W. The wind was £. by N. with a topsail breeze 
and dear weather. In the evening the wind became 
southerly again and in the dogwatch S.S.E. with a 
stiff breeze and squally weather. 

3 In the morning the wind S.S.E. with a fair breeze. 
We were in the latitude of 46 deg. 40 min. The 
distance sailed 18 leagues. For the most part the 
wind had been S.W. by W. It became S.W. with a 
light Iveeze. 

4 In the morning we turned south. The wind 
W.S.W. Distance sailed 1^/2 leagues. The course 
south. At noon we reckoned that we had saile«I 
another three and a half leagues south. The latitude 
was 47 dog. 4 niin., the wind became W.N.W. with 
a topsail breeze. The sea ran high from the south. 
At night the wind was ai;ain S.W. 

5 A little before dawn wc took in our topsails. At 
daybreak two English vessels passed us. After four 
lx*lls in the day watch we turned west. Alter dinner 
it bei^an to blow harder and harder. We took in tlie 
foresail. We coukl take no latitude. The distance 
sailed wa>* 12 leai^ues, mostly S.S.Iv Toward even- 
ing we set oui foresail again. The course was 
S.S.W., the wind west with a light breeze. 

6 In the morning we turned west again. The wind 
S..*^.\\ . rile course west. At noon we were in lati- 
tude of 40 (leg. ji min. Tlie di>tance saile<l, keeping 
on our course, was three leagues W. from yesterday 
which was Sunday. .Shortly after noon we took in 
the foresnil. 'JMie wind was S.S.W., course W., 
rougli, squally weather, variable wind. 
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7 At eight o'clock in the morning \vc turned south 

and set our foresail again. The wind VV.N.W. with 
squally weather. At noon wc were in the latitude 
4O dcg. 5 niin. The distance sailed six leagues, 
mostly N.N.W. 1 he wmu ehaiiged to the N.W. The 
course was S.W . w ith a niain>ail hreeze and high 
seas. I'or the first time we began to pump water 
from the hold for our needs. 

In the morning we set our top-ails again. We saw 
a sail and passed it. We presumed that it was an 
J-Mii^lishmaii. At noon we could not get our latitude. 
Di.^tance sailed 23 leagues S.W., tiie wind N.W. with 
rough weather. Jn the evening it quieted down and 
became beautiful weather. Course S.W., wind N.W. 
by N. 

9 In the morning the wind N.W. with light breeze. 

At noon we were in latitude 43 deg. 28 min., distance 
sailed 30 leagues .S.S.W. with a fair breeze and fair 
wiatlier. At noon we saw a sail west of us whicii 
stood to the east. Uur course was S.S.W. 

10 We were in latitude 41 deg. 56 min., distance 
.sailed 28 leagues S.S.W. The wind N.N.W. with a 
fair breeze, tine weather. 

11 We were in latitude 40 deg. 12 min. Distance 
saile.l 28 leagues, ( nurse S.S.W. Wind N.N.W. with 
a fair breeze. Foij' on the horizon. 

12 Latitude 38 deg. 40 min. Distance sailed 23 
leagues. C ourse .S..S.W. W ind N.E., light breeze. 

13 No latitude at nonii. variable winds. Distance sailed 
22 leagues S.W. Win<l N.N.E. with a light breeze 
and line weather. Clear view. 

14 Found ourselves in latitude 35 dog. 50 min. Dis- 
tance sailed 21 leagues .S. by W. with good weather. 
Wind variable. At noon we shaped our course south. 

15 We were in latitude 34 deg. 24 min. Distance 
sailed 22 K agues S. The wind northerly with a lighc 
breeze and line weather. We reckoned that it wns 
^lill 28 leagues S. to the east cml of tlie island of 
Madera, 

16 At six o'clock in the morning" the island of Porlo 
Santto^ bore S.W. from us, distant about three and a 



* Porto Santo, an bland of the Madeira gruup. 
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half Ica^ies ; and at noon west. Wc had sailed dur- 
ing: tl^is day 29 leagues S.W. The wind mostly 
N.N.W., variable with squalls but mostly clear 
weather. We found that we were further east than 
we had reckoned and that we should have shaped our 
course west of JIha de PainuP but did not dare leave 
the other vessels, as at times the weather was calm 
and at others the wind N.W. We thought it ^there- 
fore advisable to stand to the south with the other 
vessels. In the evening the east point of the island 
of Madera lay west from us at a distance of about 
six leagues. We shaped our course S.S.W. with a 
fair breeze and fine weather. 

17 At eight o'clock in the morning, the south point 
of de Sarters^^ lay north of us, distant about seven 
leagues. At noon wc were in latitude 31 dog. 43 
mtn., distance sailed 21 leagues S.S.W., the wind 
N.N.E. 

18 We were in latitude 29 deg. 33 min. Course S. 
by W. Distance sailed 33 leagues. The wind N.E. 
with a fair breeze and fine weather. At noon it be- 
came calm. At sundown the Pico van Tcnerifa^^ lay 

S. by E. from us. The S.E. point of Jlha de Palmo 
lay S.W. from us. We shaped our course S.S.W. 
It became calm. 

19 In tlu' niorm'ng wc were between Jlha dc Palmo 
and 'icncrifa. We passed between them and were 
west of Gouicra. The course was changed to S.W. 
by S. Wind X.W. with a light breeze. At noon the 
course was S.W. Wc lowered our boat. The skip- 
per went to the other vessels to take his leave before 
wc coiitimicd our voyage. lu>i)ing that we were out 
of danger. That night the wind became S.S.W. 

20 Til the morning wc had just passed the island of 
Gonicra. The wind was W. with a light breeze. 
P»efore noon we spoke our vessels and took our leave 
of each one by firing a salute, whereupon in the name 
of the Lord we stood out to sea togetlicr with the 



*Pft1nim, of tbe Cantry Islsnda. 

Dcscrtas, small uninhabited islands belon^inK to tlie Mldclf frOlipi» 
" Peak of Teaeriffe, properly U»e Pico de Tetde. 
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galley. May He guide us to His praise and honor 
and to our advantage. At noon the south point of 
the island of ferro lay about four leagues from us. 
It became calm. For nine leagues the course had 
been about S.W. by S. In the evening at sunset we 
saw a sail. During the night the wind became S.W. 
In the morning the vessels were in full view east 
of us. 

At noon we reckonetl that during the past day we 
had sailed 12 leagues S.W. The course was W.S.W. 
The wind N.N.W. with a lisfht breeze. 

At noon wc were in latitude J5 detj:. 45 min. 
Distance sailed 27 Ica^jfiics S.W. by W. Wind north- 
erly with a li.L;lit hrccze. 

1 1 was still calm. Latitude 25 dei^. 2 min. Distance 
sailed 17 leai^ics S.W. l)y W. Wind N.N.E. but 
calm. At nii,dit wc shape<l our c»»ursc S.W\ in order 
to catch the trade wind better, as daily tliere was a 
calm. The wind N.N.W. 

We weie in latitude 24 dc.i^. 24 min. Distance 
sailed 19 leag^ues .SAW by W. Wind N.E. Wc were 
hopinq^ that we would catch the trade wind. Wc 
shaped our course aj^ain W.S.W. with a fair breeze. 

We were in latitude 23 <lej^. 54 min. Distance 
sailed 24 leagues W.S.W. Wind E.N.E. with a fair 
breeze. 

-At noon we were in latitude 23 i\Q^. 12 inin. 
l^istancc saile<l 28 Icajrtics W.S.A\'. Wind E.N.E. 
with a topsail breeze and a fair trade wind. God be 
praised. 

At noon latitude 22 dei:. 2^) min. T^istance sailed 
31 leaj2:iK's W.S.W. Wind N.E. by V.. with a topsail 
breeze, fine wcatlicr, good trade wind. The course 
was W. by S. 

Before noon there was a small travado. We took 
in all our sails except the foresail, but it did not reach 
us. It was to the N.N.W. Toward noon the wind 
became N.N.E. with a light breeze. The latitude 
was 22 deg. 2 min. Distance sailed 28 leagues W. 
by S. with good weather. 
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29 At noon wc were in latitude 21 deg. 42 mm. 
Distance sailed 19 leagues W. by S. Wind N.E. 
with a light breeze. At times it became somewhat 
dark but we did not get any travado. 

30 At noon wc couM not take tlie latitude. We 
rcckonc 1 that wc ha 1 sailc l 17 leagues W. by S. with 
a liglit X.E. breeze; clouding weather. 

October 

1 Wc were in latitu Ic 21 deg. 17 niiii. Distance 
sailed 23 leagues \V. by S. Wind N.E. with a light 
breeze. 

2 Wc were in latitude 21 deg. 6 min. Distance sailed 
30 KaL;iics W. by S. The wind E. by N. witli a 
steady hrcczc; clouding weather. 

3 We were in latitude 20 deg. 44 niin. Distance 
sailed 32 leagues W. by S. Wind K. by N. Topsail 
brcc/c and a good trade wind. ( )vercast sky. 

4 In the morning after mess we began to put things 
to order to see how many casks of water wc still had, 
as each day we found another one empty. Except 
for lack of water, we were resolved to set our course 
straight for New Netherland. In the afternoon when 
all the casks had been examined, we found that of 
the 29 casks which we supposed were still left, only 
16 were full. These were provided with iron hoops ; 
of the others the hoops had sprung. By reckoning 
we were still 600 leagues from New Netherland and 
the animals con.sumed at least two casks of water in 
three days, so that we had water for the animals for 
only 24 days. We began to look at each other. 
At last after some questions had been asked we de> 
cided unanimously that for the preservation of both 
man and beast it was necessary to go to the bland of 
Christoffcl^ an<l continue our voyage after we had 
obtained a supply of water. We shaped our course 
therefore W.S.W. Wind E. by N. with a steady trade 
wind. Latitude 20 deg. 25 min. Distance sailed 24 
leagues. 
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5 W'e were in latitude 19 <1eg. 40 min. Distance 
sailed 33 leajjiics W.S.VV. Wind east with a topsail 
brco/c and steady trade wind witli good weather. A 
dead heifer overboard. 

6 We were in latitude 18 de^^ 41 min. Distance 
sailed 36 leagues W.S.W. Wind E.N.E. with a 
steady stiff trade wind. Fog on the horizon. In the 
evening there was sharp lightning and the weather 
became very dark. After the first watch we took 
in our topsails as it looked very dark in the south. 

7 In the morning we reefed'^ our mainsail and furled 
the spritsail.^^ At daybreak we had a travado from 
the south which lasted three hours. Toward noon 
wc set our mainsail again and shortly after our top- 
sails, and the wind became east with a light breeze. 
We got no observation at noon. Distance sailed 31 
leagues W.S.W. 

8 We were in latitude 17 deg. 14 min. Distance 
sailed 34 leagues W.S.W. ; the wind east The galley 
got separated from us during the night. We set our 
course W. by S. We had a stiff breeze during the 
past night. A dead heifer overboard. 

9 Wc were in latitude 17 dc^. 7 min. The course 
was !in\v chatij:^ed to west. Distance sailed 32 
ka^ncs. The wind 1".. by X. with clouding weather 
and fog on the horizoji. At times a topsail breeze: 
.sometimes less. Toward cvcninq^ there was a travado 
from the S.S.W. with rain. We took in all the 
sails. At night there fell a calm. The whole sky 
was very dark. We lav there till morninir. A dead 
horse overboard. The four hor^-s on starboard were 
now overl)oard anil the four on jwirt still remained. 

10 A little before flawn there came a stiff travado 

from the .S.I^. At dayl)reak the weather cleared off. 
\\ in<l Iv.'^.I'^,. We were in latitude iT) dei^. 5^) min. 
Distance '^ailed 10 leagues W. by S. Wind as above 
witli a fair breeze. 

^gi/p*fn; the word gijpen means to jibe but throughout this journal fiipcara to be 

uscil f<ir ccifn, also si»clled gijen, to reef. 
"blindc; see p. 361, 
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11 We were in latitude i6 dcg. 44 min. Distance 
sailed 26 leagues W. by S. The wind E. by N. A 
fair breeze and good weather. Course W. By 
reckoning we were still 100 leagues from the iski^ 
of Antigo.^ 

12 We were in latitude 16 deg^. 42 niin. Distance 
sailed jS leagues west. Wind K. by N. with a fair 
breeze. Weather as above. 

13 We were in latitude 16 dcg. 38 min. Distance 
sailed 30 leagues west. Wind E.N.E. with a fair 
breeze. Weather as above. 

14 \\ t* were in latitude 16 dcg. 40 min. Distance 
sailed 25 leagues west. Wind E. by N. with a light 
breeze. 

15 VVe were in latitmle 16 dcg. 37 min. Distance 
sailol 23 leagues west. Wind cast with a light 
breeze; fine weather. Tti the afteni(H)n there was a 
travado fmui the south with much rain. Sharp 
lightning duriiis^ the night. 

16 A little before dawn we had a travado from the 
S.K. with much rain. We were in latitude 16 deg. 
46 min. Distance sailed 20 leagues west. Variable 
and clouding weather. At noon we saw the island 
of La dc Ccdc^^ four and a half leagues S.S.W. of 
us; after three o'clock the islands of Marigahuie^'^ 
and Guere dc Lou^c,^^ as we thought. Weather was 
still fogg>'. Toward evening we saw an island l>ear- 
ing W.N.W. Very foggy so that we could not make 
out what it was. We let ourselves drift before the 
wind. 

17 At daybreak we got under sail again. It was still 
as foggy as Ixfore. We ran to the aforesaid island; 
on approaching it we learned that it was /Intigo.^^ 
We saw two ships lying in the roadstead which is on 
the N.W. side. We shaped our cottrse W. and W. 
by N. We were in latitude 16 deg. 54 min. The 

» Antigiia. 

" ManV Cnlnnte. ' 
** Guadclouiw. 
■■Aatigitt. 
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west point of the island Montfurattc^ lay VV.S.W. at 
a distance of two leagues. For 17 leagues our ooutse 
had been about W. by N. and we kept our course. 
We passed just north of the island of Rodonde"- and 
then set course for the island of Mevesr* Toward 
evening the west point lay N.W. at about two and 
a half leagues from us. We reckoned that since 
noon we had sailed nine leagues W. bv N. The 
course was W.N.W. and later N.W. After four 
bells in the first watch the south point of the island 
of ChristofFeP^ lay N.N.E. from us at a distance of 
three and a half leagues. We took in our sails and 
let ourselves drift in order to remain near the road- 
stead. The wind was west A dead horse over- 
board. 

At daybreak we set our sails again and ran Into the 
roads» where with God's help we anchored a little 
before noon in 10 fathoms. We found in the roads 
two Zealand vessels^ namely one flute and one frigate. 
Our course was changed and we drifted five miles 
W.N.W. and till mornini; three miles N.N.W. ; when 
we came into the roads we had but one cas^ of water 
left. We sent our boat ashore in haste with empty 
casks. The wind was S.E. with a stiff breeze. We 
reckoned that we were in latitude 17 dcg^. 6 mtn. 

During the nifjlit and also in the morning, at noon 
and in the cvcuinsj the sailors broiij^ht some casks of 
water on Inward haviiij^ fine pleasant weather. Most 
of the time tlicrc was a lanfl breeze. We saw two 
sail wliicli not stop in tlie roads. In the early 
part of tlic nigiil wc took anollKT l>oat load of water 
on board. 

Su!i(ia\ : Tio wat<'r was drawn. Mcaiiwliile we 
filled the ca-1 in the hold. XW- aKo careened our 
ship and cleaned the side. I'^og'^y weatlier witli 
drizzling rain and calm. 
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21 In tlie morning we took more water on Ixiard and 
had a travado from the S.W. with much rain. The 
sea began to run iiigli. The rain lasted till the after- 
noon. A small F,n,i,dish vessel drifted from shore 
and the l^ngUsh on lK)ard had neither anehors nor 
eahles so that it was carried far out to sea. Tlie 
frii^ate went out and caught it again. In the evcniiii; 
we took some more water on board. 

22 . W'e to<^k our last load of water on board and stored 

it away. W'e cleane<l the other side of our ship and 
got ready to set sail. The wind was S.E. 

23 At two o'clock in the night we set sail again in 
Cod's name. May Tie bring us to the ])lacc of our 
destination. The wind was variable but mostly calm. 
We ran along the island to the Sant punt ^ at day- 
break we were close to it. We ran between the 
island of Eustachio^ and the Sant punt of Christoffcl, 
along a reef which projects from Christoffel. The 
course was N. by W. and N.N.W. We passed the 
islands of Saba and Bartholomeus.^ We spoke a 
small bark which came from the island of St Marten 
an<I learned that there were no ships near the said 
island which made us feel more at ease in passing 
it. We laid our course close to St Marten and found 
the above statement to be true. In the evening we 
cnnu close to the north point^ of the aforesaid island 
which bore north. We were almost becalmed and 
therefore difl not quite dare stand on because of 
getting near the island of Sombrero. We took in 
our topsails and tacked back and forth. The wind 
was E. and E.S.E. with squalls. From the santpunt 
we had sailed about nine leagues averaging a N.N.W. 
course. 

24 One hour before daybreak we set our sails again 
There was a light N.E. breeze. We sailed a half lea- 
gue below the lower point of 5*^ Marten and so on past 
the island of AnguUla. Wind N.N.E. We ran to 
the westward of the island of Sombrero not being able 

M Sandy Toint. 
*• St Euatatftts. 

*■ St Bartholomew. 
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to sail any higher. We were in latitude 18 deg. 6 
min. The north point of Anguilh lay then E.N.E. 

of Its at a distance of about four leagues and Sont- 
brcro N.IC. by N. one kaL;iic. In the cvonini; Som- 
brero lay K.N.K. of us at a distance of about two an<l 
a half Icaj^nus. It fell calm. N.W. of us we saw 
aiU'thcr ishuul. The wind changed to W. and W.N. 
^ W . We turned nortli. Course N.N.E. At the end 
of the hr^t watch we sailed above Sombrero having 
it ii.S.E. of us about a half league off. Light breeze. 

25 At daybreak Sombrero lay south of us about two 
leagues oif. Wind W.S.W. with a heavy sky. We 
had much rain. At noon there was a travado from 
the S.W. with" a pelting rain. At noon we saw an 
islan<l bearing south. Course N.N.W. with squally 
weather. We took in our topsails. Variable wiufl. 

26 Weather cnntinued s(iually. We were in latitude 
h) dcL;. 5 J mill. Distance sailed 24 leagues N.N.W. 
W iiid mn^tly S.W'. l»nt variable. 

27 We were in latitmk- _'i del,'. 10 min. Di-^tancc 
sailed 21 leagues N.N.W. Wind S.S.W. with a light 
l)t ee/c. 

28 Latitude 22 deg, 43 min. Distance sailed J5 leacnies 
.\.N,W. Wind S.W. Now and then we had squalls. 

29 We were in latitude 23 deg. 8 min. Distance sailed 
seven leagues N.X.W. It had been calm since even- 
ing and still continued so. Today we tarred our ship. 
A dead sheep overboard. 

30 We were in latitude 23 deg. 20 min. Distance 
sailed four leagues N.N.W. During the past day it 
had been very calm ; now we got a li.L,dit breeze. 

31 e were i!i latitude 23 deg. 46 min. Distance 
sailed seven leagues N.X.W". A gentle S..^.K, breeze, 
almost calm. During this day we passed the Tropic of 
Cancer, 

November 1 W e were in latitiule 24 deg. 36 min. Distance 
sailed 14 leagues N.N.W. Wind E.S.E. with a light 
breeze, fine weather. 
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Wc were in latitude 25 dcg. 44 niin. Distance 
sailed 18 leagues. W ind mostly S.E. with a light 
breeze. Inuring the night we had a travatlo from the 
E.N.E. W e reefed all our sails. The wind went 
around the entire compass. It was the hardest tra- 
vado we had had. It blew very hard with much 
thunder and lightning and hard pelting rain. 

At half past two o'clock in the night the wife of 
Covert Loocketnans gave birth to a daughter.^ Thus 
was our number increased; God be praised. In the 
morning after breakfast we set our sails again after 
having had very rough weather : during tiie night. 
The wind was west; thereafter E. by N. The sea 
began to run high from the north. No latitude was 
taken at noon. We reckoned that we had sailed 14 
leagues N.N.W. 

In the, morning after the dogwatch we took in the 
foresail and let ourselves drift with the aftersails. 
It began to blow very hard and to look ugly. At 
da} break we took off the foresail bonnet** and stood 
on with the courses. The wind was E.N.E. We 
were not able to take the latitude at noon. The 
distance sailed was 16 leagues N.W. by N. Wind 
as above. Rough weather, high seas and fog on the 
horizon. In the evening the wind began to turn 
southerly. 

We were in latitude j8 <ieL;. 51 iniii. Histance 
saile<l 2\ leagues almut 'X. by W'. W ind S.S.l*!. 
Topsail breeze, j^ood weatlKf. In the evening al 
siui>el we liad a severe lra\adit with heavy thunder 
and liL;htiiiiiui and hard rain I'runi the we^t. W'e had 
taken in all our >aiU ami let ourselves drift. Towartl 
the etid of the lir>l watch we made sail again. The 
wind S.W . with an «>vi reast sky. 

At the lH-.i;iiMiin,L; (•! the day wateh we ti"'k in the 
topsaib and reefctl tlu- cmui-scs. A travado >.prani,' 
up from the north. We lay with tlie sliipV licad (o 
the east and at daybreak to the we^t. It hrL;an to 
blow harder an<l harilcr. Wc sent down both our 



* Marritje. danghtcr of Covert Loockermans and Ariaentje Jans, baptised Dec. i, 

1641. N. V Hrf >iino<l Hutch Church, Baptitmu, l:i2. 

* Bonnet; sec note, p. 371. 
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yards and set the spanker. The wind west by north. 
At noon we could not take tlie latitude. We reckoned 
that we had sailed and drifted 1 1 leagues about N.N. 
W. Wind N. with rough weather and high seas. 
In the afternoon we bent a new mainsail and set It. 

At etght o'clock in the morning we set our foresail 
again and stood to the west. We were in latitude 29 
deg. During the past day we had sailed and drifted 
12 leagues about S.W. by W. The wind mostly 
north, stiff breeze and clear weather. 

In the morning we set our main to(>saiI again. No 
latitude at noon. Distance sailed 10 leagues about 
W. by S. The wind north with a topsail breeze. 
High seas from the north and overcast sky. 

We were in latitude 29 deg. 15 min. Distance 
sailed 14 leagues. The wind N.E. with a light breeze. 

We found that we were in latitude 30 deg. 13 min. 
Distance sailed six and a half leagues about N.W. by 
N. Wind variable and for the most part calm. In 
the afternoon a topsail breeze sprang up from the 
E.N.E. 

We were in latitude 32 deg. 39 min. Distance 
sailed two and one third leagues N. by W. The wind 
E.N.E. By reckoning we were still 34 leagues from 
shore. 

We were in latitude 33 deg. 43 min. Distance sailed 
31 leagues north with a stiff topsail breeze and bad 
weather. At noon we saw breakers near our ship. 
We hove the lead but found no bottom. 

We were in latitude of 35 deg. 54 min. I^tance 
sailed 33 leagues N.E. The wind became south and 
during the morning it remained S.E. by E. In the 
evening and at night we hove the lead but found no 
bottom. 

We were in latitu lo 38 deu;^. 5 min. Distance saile<l 
32'/. lea_i,Mics north. The win<l south. r)urin^ the 
iiiiiht wc had a stitT breeze whieli calmed (l»)wn at 
dayhreak. Wc set our course X.W. to ^ct to the 
coast as by rcck<»ninL; we were not far from it. It 
was foi^i^f^y weather. In the niornins^ we were be- 
calmed. \'ery dull weather and much rain. The 
sea ran high. 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANlTSCRIPTS 



599 



* 

15 In the morning a stiff N.R. breeze sprang up. 
Drizzling rain and dark weather. We got no obser- 
vation at noon. We reckoned that we had sailed 11 
leagues N.W. By reckoning we were in latitude 38 
dcg. 38 min. At noon we sounded and found no 
bottom. We shaped our course N.W. by W. to readi 
the coast. It was very dark foggy weather with a 
stiff breeze and high seas. Wind N.E. At four bells 
in the afternoon we took in our toi)sails and spritsail.** 
We hove tlk- Wad again and found bottom at 38 
fathoms. It was coarse sand with black specks anil 
small broken shells. .\ storm came up so that we 
took in the foresail and let onrsclves tlrift with the 
mainsail and spanker. The wind was E.N.E. with 
dark weather and drizzliiii.^ rain. In the evening after 
the watch was set we sunnded and found 35 fathoms, 
sand as above. In the first watch we took sonndinj^s 
ai,'ain at 25 fathoms, very fine sand, ash-gray with 
l)lack specks. W'e put tiie ship's head to the north to 
get near the coast as with that wind we could stand 
off and on. After the dogwatch we found ourselves 
in 23 fathoms, sand as before. 

16 At daylireak after having had sU)rmy weather we 
h<ne the lead and found 22 fathoms. We were 
afraid of a S.E. wind and therefore turned to the 
east to get somewhat further off shore as it blew very 
hard with dark weather, drizzhng rain and high seas. 
At noon we reckoned that since noon of the day 
before we had sailed and drifted 10 leagues about 
W.N.W. and that we were in latitude 38 deg. 54 min. 
We foun<l soundings of 25 and in the evening of 32 
fathoms. We were then driven eastward from shore. 
We would have landed about between the suijtboaif^ 
and the Hoofdcn.^ But it did not please the Lord 
that time to grant us the relief to which we had looked 
forward so long. The hard storm obliged us to 
stand out to sea again and we had no sight of land. 

^ blind f, see p. 36 1. 

•'South Hay, tliat is lUl.-iw.are K.iy. . 

""The headlands at either side of the Narrows. 
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17 The storni continued with dark rainy weather and 
very high seas. We could iiardly carry a reefed 
mainsail. The wind was N.E. and "N.E. by N. At 
noon we got no observation. We reckoned that we 
had been driven 12 leagues S.£. by S. We were 
obliged to stand out to sea as we did not dare toudi 
a sail and did not know how the wind might turn. 
Toward evening we took in our mainsail and hauled 
to the wind, with a reefc 1 bpankcr. The storm con- 
tinued. W ind became N. and we were driven S. 

18 W e took the latitude at noon and found tliat it was 
37 ^^^H- ^ iiiin. We hail hoeii (hiven i() leai^^ues 
mostly south, i he wind wa> mostly X. with the 
same storm as before; the sky not clear. In the 
afternoon we turncil wtst aii:ain a;iil set our mainsail. 
Toward (.veiling ilic weather began to calm down 
some. W'e ^et our foresail. 

19 At noon we ii^'ot no observation. We reckoiiC'i 
that we hat! >aile<l 12 leagues W'.S.W'. In the fore- 
n<»on wc i)eiit a new fore>ail as it bey^an to blow 
harder and harder from tlie north. Shortly after 
no«»ii we took in the foresail again as it stormed 
ag^ain just a>. iuird a> before. 

20 We l;oI no ol)'>ervation at noon but we reckoned 
that we were in latitude ^() <lei;. 18 min. Distance 
sailed an<] drifted 11 leagues .S.W'. The wind X. 
with the same storm a> before and overca.st sky. 
Vapors rose from the sea as from a boilini^ pot taken 
from the fire and were drawn in long rays toward 
the sky. 

21 At daybreak we set our mainsail again to steady 
the ship against the sea as we shipped much water 
and were tossetl alxmt l)adly. At noon we found 
ourselves in latitude 35 deg. 23 min. W e hatl been 
driven 14 leagues S.S.W. Wind was N. by W. with 
a severe storni and high seas. Clear on the horizon 
and bright stmshine. Toward evening the weather 
began to grow calmer. Toward the end of the d<^- 
watch we set our foresail again and sounded bottom 
at 50 fathoms, ashy soil witli small pebbles. The 
weather began to calm down again. 
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22 At (la\l>rcak a t(»i)-ail breeze sprang up from tlio 
west. We set (uir course X.N'.W. to try once more 
to reach the coa^t. At noon we were in 14 fatlioins 
of water. T'or alxuit six leai^uts the course was 
alxait W .N.W . At noon we j^ot no ol)servation l>ut 
reckoned that we were in latitude denf. 32 niin. 
I'oqtry weather with an overca>t sky. At three 
o'clock in the afternoon th.e wind became north a.c^ain 
with a sudden burst so that we could hanily j^et in 
our sails. It blew a storm once more. That night 
"in the dogwatch the weather quieted tlowu some- 
what and we set om- foresail again. 

23 In the morning there was a N.W. toi)sail breeze. 
We set both om- courses. We were in latitude 35 
deg. 55 miti. Distance sailed and <lrifted eight 
leagues about N.IC. by E. Clear sky and still high 
seas. 

24 Wc got no observatii^n at noon but reckoned that 
we were in latitude 36 deg. 42 niin. Distance sailed 
14 leagues N.E. by N. The wind N.W. with clear 
weather and squalls. .\t noon a light W.N.W. breeze 
and good weather. The wind turned S.W. We 
shaped our course N. by W. to get to the coast. In 
the evening a stitT breeze sprang up and we set our 
course N. In the beginning of the first watch wc 
took in our main topsail and later our fore topsail. 
At four bells in the dogwatch we took in the fore- 
sail. The wind came NAV. and we had a storm. 
Wc sounded but found no bottom. 

25 In the morning the weather became somewhat less 
rough. The wind became N. by E, We turned to 
the west to get to the coast. We were in latitude 38 
degrees. Distance sailed 18 leagues about N. by E. 
After niess time we set our foresail again and there- 
after our main topsail and fore staysail. 

26 Shortly before daybreak we got a S.E. wind. Wc 
sounded bottom at 40 and shortly before noon at 25 
fathoms. We got no observation at noon but we 
reckoned that we were in latitude 39 degrees. 
Distance sailed 18 leagues N.W. by N. Toward even- 
ing we were In nine fathoms. We then turned 
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again S.W. till we were in 15 fathoms for the 
weather was very dark. We then stood along iYie 
coast 

27 At daybreak wc nuulc sail ajjain. The weather 
became very fogj^^y with drizzliiijp;^ rain so that we 
could not sec a ship's leiij^th. \Vc anchored there- 
fore in 1^^ fathoms. Meanwhile we eani^ht a large 
quantity of codfisli snialkr than th">>e in IIollan<l hut 
very white. Towarfl nonn it elcareil u\). The wind 
was .\.\V. by W. with a topsail breeze. We saw t 
whole coast and found ourselves between Barne i^at 
and dc Sncl.^' We therefore set sail. Toward even- 
injjf we saw Rciisclacrs hoccP* N. by W. of us 
alxnit two and a half leagues and there we anchored. 
Wind northerly. 

28 In the ninrninj^ there came a stiff breeze from the 
N.N.W. Toward noon we wei.cfhed anchor to see 
whether we could q^ct a little further by tackin"^. 
\\ liile under sail we w ere l)ecalmed. No latitude at 
noon. We reckoned that from noon of the clay 
before till the time wt anchored we had sailed six 
leagues In the eveninj^ we dropped anchor 
ag^ain as there was still a dead calm. At nij^ht a li^dit 
breeze sprang up from the S.E. and we made sail. 
We came close to the liooi^c hocck^'' and let our- 
.selves drift while waitintj^ for the day. 

29 At daybreak we ran to the Sandf^iinf^*' and as we 
rounded it t<K) close we got aground on a reef which 
had formed there within a year. After two hours 
we got afloat again. God be praised, we suffered no 
damage and with good speed passed between the 
Hooffdciv^'' and in the afternoon came to anchor at 
the Manhatans in front of the Smits Valeif^ in four 
fathoms. At anchor there we found a flute, called 
the de wittc ValckJ^'^ latlcn with salt and sugar. Thus 

"The Saddle. 

"Sandy Hook? or llinhlands? Cf. p. i^i. 
** Highlands of Navesink. 
*• Sandy Hook. 

" The headlands at either si.ic of the Narrows. 
• The Siiiits \'!y on the East River. 
•The White Falcon. 
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the Lord delivered us at last after much adversity, 
for which be He praised forever. Amen. The next 
day a dead horse overboard. 

I^EndurscdJ 

JuLinial of anthonij 
dc 11 ages, of his voyage 
to New Netherland 
bt\i(intiinj^ 30 July 
ending 29 November 
1641. 
No. 14 

KiUaen van Rensselaer to Cornells van der Donck^ 

December 10, 1641 
Comelis vanden done, at breda 

This loth of December 1641 
Yours of the 4th inst I have duly received. A ship from New 
Netherland had already arrived, by which I received letters from 
your honor's son, who, God be praised, had safely arrived in the 
colony. He did not send his letters to you under cover of mine, 
but handed them to a young man, who has come over too, to de- 
liver them at Breda; this young man has waited for the unloading 
of the goods in order to deliver them together with the small box 
No. C and the squirrel coat As the unloading has been somewhat 
delayed because the Company has trouble with the customs in- 
spectors of the tobacco and on that account has been retarded till 
now, I have taken the letters, which I send you herewith enclosed. 
The goods I shall also procure at the first opportunity. Mean- 
while, you might send some skipper hither, if the water is open, 
to take the same with him. How he likes the country you will 
learn from his letters, unnecessary to repeat the same here. Vale. 



•y.R.B.Mss, Letttr Book, 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Johannes Megapolensis^^ 

iibruary u lOfj 

D* Johannes Megapolcntis, at SchoorU^ 

This I2th of February 1642, in Amsterdam 
Your letter dated the 28th of January was handed to me today 
by the bearer of this. I learned with satisfaction your reverence's 
resolution and have no doubt that if we are fair and just we will 
agree about the conditions. As to your honor's arrival, I wish 
that it could be somewhat earlier; at any rate as the Company 
seems to make great haste in c<iuii)ping their shii> u ->houKl not be 
postponed later than the first part of March, as otherwise your 
honor might have difficulty in engaging suitable accomniotlations. 
And if, contrary to my desires. I should be away from home, I 
shall not be further than tlirec or four hours away and there will 
be opportunity three or four times a <lay to aclvisc me of your 
honor's arrival. As to tlic trrnis for the farnuTs, wlio iti the first 
place must he persons suitable for farm work, thoroughly uudcr- 
slaud the same and he ready to ]nit a han 1 to the plow tiiemselves, 
tliey are very favora])le, as will aj)])ear from the contracts. They 
are too louf^' to he ^ct forth in full hut in substance they are as 
follows: eacli faniur nnist taki- with him at least two servants 
and OIK' hoy who undcr^tauiU farmiui;^ ami him'^clf ecjuij) them; 
the patrooii, on his part, provi k-s their l)oar<l till they arrive in 
New XetlK-rlaud at the island of luanhataus and on their arrival 
in the colony causes tliem to he provided upon eonthtion of repay- 
ment witii Lorain for eatinj^^ and sowini;- and with a suitable site on 
which to estai)lisli tlieir farm, where the patroon will f)nce and for 
all have a tjoo'l hou>e with |hayjharrack and harn huilt f<^r 
them, which accordinj^ to the custom of that country are usually 
jilaced near tlie river, the waters of which llow l)y clear and fresh 
and full id fi'-h : tlie pa1r<M>n can-e-- them ai>"> 1<» l)e pr<niiled once 
with wa_i,M)n and plow anij what el--e is neeile 1 for farming;', the 
same to he ki])! in rep.iir an:l replace 1 hy the farmer; he will 
further as^i^-n tliem 30 or 40 mori^ens of laivl toward the interior, 
ci Misi^tiuLj;^ of luatitifnl woods filled with excellent i^ame, such as 
deer, turkeys and all sorts of nourislnng fowls; he also turns over 

« V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book. t.t$i. 
Sc!ir>or]. nr Schonrlr, 18 an ancient vittage about ilx milea northwest of Afloaaar* 

in the province of North Holland. 
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to them on each fann, from the surplus of animals in the colony, 
four horses and four cows, of which they are to have half the 
increase, the other half to be paid to the patroon in money or in 
kind. Each farmer therefore can with littie capital or advance of 
money establish himself as pleasantly ami as fully as the best 
noblemen in this country. As to the rent which the patroon de- 
rives from all this, he reserves to himself in the first place the 
right of the tithes for the support of the political and ecclesiastical 
persons and whomever else he shall see fit ; then, every third sheaf 
of the remaining crop, the other two tliird |)arts being for the farmer 
for the wages of the servants and other cxi)enscs; and finally the 
right to reJeem the animals. Considering; now the fertility of the 
land; the healthy climate thereof, lying as it does at 42^ degrees 
north latitude; the smallness or absence of dike or mill charges 
and of duties on consumption and of imposts and similar taxes; 
the prices at which grain may be redeemed, namely, wheat at f 180 
a last and rye, colza, rape seed and the like at fi6o; the prices at 
which animals may lie redeemed, liorscs at fi20 and cows at f8o; 
and furllKT what they niii^lit i)rofit by the fnr trade, for wliicli 
however they must ask special permission ; it can easily be seen 
how profitable and ad\ aiitai;e( ms the terms are for eacb farmer. 

1 have had >"me communicatit >ti about this with the i)eople. but 
would not like to j)romise any one anythiiii; that 1 could not make 
^a)od nor would I like to be deceive. 1 by thcni, Thouj^^h I have 
full faith in \our honor's recommendation as to their conduct and 
belief, I am >^till in doubt a> to whether they are capable of ad- 
ministerini; and working such farms, which is of tlie utmost im- 
portance to me. 

This bein<; the case, I '-ui^rL.t'sted to them whether it would not 
be better if your reverence ^ailed thi^ year and. on your arrival 
there with (i<»d"s hell), examine 1 with the loiiimis of the colnny 
tile number of anitnals and foun l suitable ])laces for their farms 
and then w ith full knf)W ledge of circumstances summoned them to 
come over, though I could not well bind myself abs(»lntely in this 
matter, as I do not know what might hai)pen t" me in the mean- 
time. However, as two have been here with their wives, whose 
outward appearance pleased me very well, I am willing to contract 
with them on the basis of the memorandum which 1 have of the 
surplus animals in that country ; w hat I fear most, though they 
deny it, is that it seems to me that they are lowland farmers rather 
tlian highland farmers, in which case tliey would injure themselves 
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and me. My cousin Maurus van broeckhuijsen, who lately re- 
turned from there, told me that at his departure there were in the 
colony in addition to the appointed number of animals of the old 
farmers, ii colts of 1640 and 21 colts thrown 1641, also ix calves 
of 1640 and 30 calves of 164 1, though he did not know how many 
mare colts or heifer calves among them ; as the oldest of the horses 
and cows will be 2/2 years old when they get there, some of the 
cows will already have calved, as they ordinarily do this the 
second year and the horses will be coming along nicely. This is 
what passed between us. 

I should be pleased if your honor could find a smith's helper 
and six or seven farm hands among whom some boys or some 
brick or tile makers' helpers ; I will give them good wages. I have 
engaged as surgeon a capable person** who is a. member of the 
church; he goes thither with his family and will take up his resi- 
dence near your honor's. If your honor could find some suitable 
families for the following trades I would license them for six 
years to the exclusion of all others and they would earn a plentiful 
and easy living, namely, a wheel \vri)j;^ht, a cooper, and a shoemaker 
or the like. Next year, God willine^. I would on your hont>r's 
advice semi more farmers wlio would then foci all the more assur- 
ance. You might hold some in reserve with that enil in view. 
Vale. 

Contract between Kiliaen van Rensselaer and Johannes 

Megapolensis^^ 

April 6, J 6^ J 

Conditions granted by Kiliaen tun Rensclaer in his quality as 
patroon of his colony named Rensselaerswyck and accepted by 
Johannes Megapolcusis, minister of the holy gospel to the congrega- 
gation at Schorle and berge under the reverend classis of Akmaer, 
attestctl by 5' Adam Bcssels as copartner in the said colony, and the 
Rev. Jacobus Laurentius and Pctrus Wittewrongel, both ministers 
of Amsterdam, as preacher to administer and perform divine ser- 
vice in the aforesaid colony for the term of six successive years 
after previous dismissal from his said classis. 

" Abraliam Slacs. 

** V. R. B. Mss, Letter Book, f.156. Another translation of thi» contract appears in 
O'Callaghan, History of New fielkerlanJ, 1:44^-49. and otso, with minor changea, in 
BeehaMttteot Reeprd$ of the SMe of New York, l:t4j -45. 
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First. /> . Johannes Megapolensis, 39 years old, with his wife 
Machtclt li'illcms, 42 years ol<l, together with his children, Ilillc- 
(jont, Dirrick, Jan and Samuel, aged 14, 12, 10 an 1 8 years, shall 
furnish and provide themselves with clothing, houseliold effects and 
other furniture and cause the same to be packed in such small and 
compact form that they can be conveniently stowed away in the 
ship. 

Meanwhile, as his six years and his salary are to commence when 
he shall set foot on land in the aforesaid colony, the patroon in ad- 
dition to free board for them all in the ship until they reach the 
colony shall as reward for services in the meantime, pay him the 
sum of fjoo once, without deduction. 

An in case it should happen (which the Lord God in his mercy 
forbid) that he and his family should fall into the hands of the 
Dunkirkers, the patroon promises to use all diligence to procure his 
ransom, afterwards when convenient} once more to further this voy- 
age and to cause to be paid him during his detention for the support 
of himself and his family f4o per month and also the same agnocint 
here monthly, after he shall have received his dismissal or instruc- 
tions and shall have transferred himself hither, until he embarks. 
On his arrival in the colony, by God*s help, the patroon shall cause 
to be shown to him where he and his family shall lodge at first until 
a fit dwelling shall be erected for bin). As soon as he shall reach 
the colony, his hereafter mentioned salary shall commence and his 
board cease and the patroon be discharged therefrom. 

[For] which salary, in order that he and his family may be able 
to maintain themselves honorably, that he may not be obliged to 
have recourse to any other means, whether tilling the land, trading, 
the keeping of animals, or such like, but [employ himself] in the 
diligent performance of his duties to the edtficatk>n and instruction 
of the inhabitants and Indians without giving offense to any one, 
which he also agrees so to perform, the patroon promises him for 
the first three years, meat, drink anrl whatever else he may claim 
in that line, one thousand or ten humlred guilders a year, one half 
here in this country and the other half, proj^er accounts being kept, 
there according as he requires it in provisions, clothing or anything 
of tlie kind at the »»rditiary and usual prices, and in addition to this 
Nearly 30 scliepcls of wlual and two firkins of butler, or in place 
thereof. iCx) in cre<lit. Sboul 1 the patroon be satisfied with his 
services, be shall give him for the three following years an increase 
of f20O a year. 
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In case of his decease within the aforesaid six years, at which 
time the salary shall cease, the patroon shall pay to his widow, he- 
sides the balance of the half 'year on which he shall have entered, a 
yearly sum of f lOo until the expiration of the aforesaid six years. 

All of which, besides doing such services and favors for the 
patroon as he can without interfering with or neglecting his duties, 
the aforesaid Johannes Megapolensis agrees to, with promise to 
comport himself as a faithful subject and inhabitant of the colony ; 
the aforesaid patroon on his side also promises for himself and his 
successors to perform and execute what is written above, and to let 
him have proper authentic copy and commission thereof under the 
seal of the patroon and the colony; and in witness of the truth, 
without fraud, guile or deceit has this writing been signed by botli 
sides in Amsterdam the 6th of April^ 1642. Was signed: 

Kiliaen Van Rensetaer 
Johannes Megapolensis 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Comelis van der Donck^ 

May 1 1, j6 jj 

Comelis vander Donck, at bredacl 

This 14th of May 1642, in Amsterdam 
I received the leJtter of the 4th instant from your wife, but my ab- 
sence has delayed the answer. I have received no letter from the 
tailor*^ but understand that he has arrived and that his wife is sick. 
I hofie that they arc already now in the colony. As the wind is 
now east, the Company makes much haste with the ship, so that you 
will please as soon as possible sen<l the boys hither with whatever 
else you intend to send. If this wind continues, the ship couUl 
run out to sea in eight or ten days, but if it changes there might be 
some delay. However, one should not trust to that ; it is time that 
the people and goods come at once. The minister and his wife have 
arrived already and will today or tomorrow put their things on 
board, so that you ought not to wait any longer. V ale, 

♦* In O'Callaglian. History of New St'thcrUnd, 1:4^9. and in lialvsMSlical Rtcotds 
of th* Stale of Sew York, 1:145. the date of the contract is given as tb« idl ol 
March 1642. 

**V.R.B.Mss, Letter Book, f.isfib. , 
«Jan Verbeeck. 
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Memorandum from KilUen van Rensselaer for Johannes 

Megapolensis^ 

June 3, 1642 

Memorandimi idr D'-' Johannes Mcgapolcnsis, this 3CI of June 
1642, in Anisterdam. 

His reverence will i)lease look after my people and g^oods who 
in the name of ( iod now u^o over in the ship den Houttuyn. The 
persons who sail are the following: 

D' Johannes mcgapolcnsis Jochim Keitelhcun 

Machtelt willcmSfhisyrlie Johan Helms van Barlt*^ 

HiUegont, dirrick, Jan Johan Carstensen mn barlt 

and Samuel, his chil- Juriacn bestvael van Luijdcr- 

dren dorp 

Abraham Staes, surgeon Claes J onsen van waelwijck 

f his servant Paulus Jansen van Ccertruij- 

Evert pels, beer brewer denbergh 

, his wife Hans vos van badens 

, his servant Jnriaen Pauwclsen van sleswyck 



Comelis Lamberjscn van , 
doom 

^Hcndrick albertss van londcn, 29 years old 
Geertniijt dries ran doesburch, his wife, 23 years old 
hendrick dries, 21 years old, her brother 

It is to be remembered that the said hendrick albcrtscii for his 
three, ahraham Stacs ftir his two, Hvcrt pels for his three, nuist 
l)ay the skipper, adriacn dirckscn, for their board in the same 
manner as all the other frt cnien, but that the board of the farm 
hands is to be charged to me. 



* V. R. B. Mts, Letter Booh, f.i68. Another, in many respects inaccurate, translation 

of the first [lart, p. 609 -i.^. dt thi- 'Ii intnoiit is ci\ rii liy ( )'("a!laKliaii in Tiis History of 
New Netherland, 1:451-54, and iis iu part reprinted in Ecdcstasttcal Record* of the 
Stale of New York, l:iS3-S4« The original from whicli O'Callaghan made his transla- 
tion is at i>n -t lit not among the Kcnssclaerswyck Mss. 

•Given by O'Callaghan, History of New Netherland, 1:440, as Johan Helms fan 
Baasle and on p. 551 as Johan Helms X'on Baritt, N. Brabant, the words N. Brabant 
bciriK api ari iitly inserted hjT O'CallaK'ian. No smh place as llarit exists in the province 
of Nortli Itrabant or anywhere else in the Netherlands but a village by that name is 
found in Siiclirdithinarschcn. | rovincc of Schlcswig-HoUtcin, I'russia. 

■* These three names and two notes following were written in the manin of Cbe 
Letttr Book. 
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N. P). The bookkeeper in the colony must regularly see to it that 
the board of the freemen is charged to their account, as Director 
kicft sometimes charges it with that of other people in one lump 
to the patroon. 

He shall take a little care that these persons may get on board 
and, on their arrival with God*s help at the Manhatans, obtain from 
the honorable Director kieft that they, and also my goods, be sent 
to the colony at the first opportunity and at my expense supplied 
with food." 

On the arrival of these persons in the colony, he shall first see to 
it that they present themselves to Commis Arcnt va$i Corlcr that he 
may register them and, with the advice of Officer Adriaen van der 
donck, assign them to their work. If the latter should need the 
two boys from bredacl he may take them ; otherwise, as the farmers 
quite unreasonably object to the payment of i6 guilders a year for 
each servant for my expenses and risk, my proposition subject to 
further examination there, is that the aforesaid farm hands, or at 
least some of them, be provide<l by the commis with board and lodg- 
ing and the wages which they are to receive charged to me and that 
then the farmers or others for whom they shall work shall pay 
their wages to me at such rates as the)* pay otliers or at discretion 
or according to the ability of the persons employed, for in this way 
I remain master of them to eniplu\ then> where they are most 
needed, to wit, for farm or other work with the farmers, between 
seasons with the tobacco planters, in the saw and grist-mill or 
wherever else they may be needed, especially in the winter to help 
the farmers thrash and do what is necessary. But above all things, 
as there are few carpenters, niy proposition is that some of these 
fellows who are the most capable be employed to fell trees at the 
proper season and place and. as far as they are al)le, to cut them 
into loj^s and hew them, s«» as tu lighten the work for the carpenters; 
and that JIans 7'os 7-aii haiii'ns, who has been a gamekeeper,^' be 
employed at llic pmpor seasons to shout game for food >n])ply and 
at other seasons to fell trees as he says that he can do that also, 
and if necessary to help the farmer-^ of whose work he has good 
knowlcdgi- also. Ihit everuhing must be well considered and done 
as is mo>t profitable to me ior 1 ^ec that everyone >ceks hi.s own 

0'CalIattliau\ tr.insl.Ki.m fn.ni tli<' K.-n <s, !,i,-rsu<ycl- U.a (Xcto Ketherfend , 1:451) 
here adds: " and accordiiiK (» niy cortlial salutations to the ]Iunor«d>Ie Director Kieft, 
which shall be followed." Thi> cUnse does not occur in the copy of the ' Memorandum * 
found in the LftUr Book. 
' M wiltsehut. 
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advantage and not mine. If things are done as here described, I 
remain master of ni\ people to employ them in the way which is 
most profitable to me. I also consent that some be turned over to 
the farmers who are most faithful to me provided they iiay me 
yearly the i6 guilders; but if they dispute this fair arrangement 
they will do themselves the greatest harm and make me unwilling 
to send them laborers, Megapolensis having seen what care, ex- 
pense and trouble it is to me. 

Maurus Jiinscn van brockhuijscu, who camv Ijclorc his 

time was up on a ])a>si)ort from llic- nfticcr witlmnt l)rini;ing his 
accoiiiiN with him, and tt> wh'-m. upon hi>> tclhni^ me llial -^onic 
money wa>- >till ihic to him. I pai-1 y.) guil(icT> on con lilion of rc- 
paynu'iU if it provo«l that ucro not «hu'. iuunI rcpa\' tlie same 

witli tile u>ual advance. 1 offered him llie hherty to trade in furs 
up (o a certain nmnher. jn:-t a•^ (ihrtilunit Stars, at _>;> si a skin; lie 
would give only 15 st ; perhaps he will x ek to trade in«hreclly in 
the colony, if lie <l<»e.s thi-^. pn eeeding.s mu>-t he institute 1 against 
him according to tlie contract which lie ma le with me, liis houn<len 
time n(;l exjjiring till April 1(143 and this being at servant's wages 
unless he acce])ts the terms of the farm on which he ha> been, just 
as they are. lie must do one of two thing>. either accept my 
terms as they are without ('i>])iHe <»r serve out hi"- houiulcn time, 
he has no choice hut to adopt one course or the other. 

Ilcrrij Albert sen, who also came honie before his time was up, 
lia-> consented to |)ay me a guilder on each skin by way of duty but 
1 have not lu c n able to come to an agreement with him regarding 
the f|uantity of the tobacco which lie is to give nic in addition to 
the tithes which he conceded. I le has been treating with me for the 
place of ferrymati, putting his house near the bci ci s kil. in order to 
ferry the i)e(»ple from there to the church neighlxrhood and back, 
as the church, tlie house of the minister, that of the officer and 
further iho^e of all tlie mechanics must hereafter be built there, 
just as . Ihniliaiii Sttus and Evert Pels, beerbrewer, have agreed to 
settle there, for 1 <lo not in an\ way wish or consent that, with the 
exception of the farmers and tttbacco planters who must have their 
houses near their farms or i)lantation>^. any people following other 
trades shall hereafter and on the e.xpiration of their years of service 
settle anywhere but in the chiircli neighborhood, according to the 
accompanying order and plan, for if everyone lived where he saw 
fit they would be too far separated from one another and in case of 
sudden attack be in peril of their lives, as safl experience near the 
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Manhatens has taught Commis arent van Corler shall notify every- 
one coiiccrnetl hereof so that they may govern themselves accord- 
ingly in the future. 

Jacob Jansen Hodder, carpenter, has been to see me*" to ask per- 
mission to do carpenter work in the colony. I was willing to engage 
him at the daily wages agreed upon with the freemen; but as he 
wanted a good deal more, I would not take him on daily wages but 
agreed that, if he wanted to do certain work, I would be willing to 
contract with him upon definite specifications and at a definite price. 
I have no intention whatever of increasing their appointed daily 
wages at their pleasure; it seems that they contract with me here 
only pro forma and on their arrival there do as tliey please. 

All other people whose time has expired and who remain in the 
colony, whether married or tinmarried, and outsiders who may come 
into the colony, must take the oath of fealty on the same conditions 
as the other freemen who went thither made with me. And as at 
present, carpenters are somewhat scarce there, especially journey- 
men, we must exercise prudence and rather have a little patience 
than get under obligations to these people. There are several 
masters but few journeymen ; some of the fellows who now go over 
might be assigned as helpers'^ to the carpenter^ who came to the 
country with anthonie de hooges. They will try to conspire against 
us but we must try to divert them from their purpuse, and, as was 
said, rather have patience than grant them such unreasonable 
wages. The houses which were contractcil for on the advice of 
Officer Z'aiulcrdonck cost a good deal nmre than is i)ai(l here though 
• andrics dc I os according to liis contract is b iuud to be satisfied with 
tlie latter, st) that thi> matter must be carefully >ccii to. It does not 
matter to me whether private iudividuaK prouu>e them more than 
tlie i)rices lixed by me; they are buuud to serve the patrcvoti for 
their stipulated wages before anyone else, but it seems thai the prices 
of tlie private individuals fix tlie market for the lord patroon wlio 
will know how to find ctjmijensalioii again in some other way. 

In fine, it is better to iiave a little i)atience and to write to me 
about it than to give >uch extra wages contrary to the contract. To 
this end. the brick and tile kilns wonl 1 be verv u-^eful. for while it 
would not cost nuich more the work would be much more lasting. 

■•/r my tungeweest. 

" handtbcrcyitcrs ; Init the nieniornmliim formerly ninntit; the Rci'iKsclaerSwyck Mst, 
according to O'CallaKhan. has Iwul bercyders, literally, Uiiiiltcr |trc| arcrs. 
■*Jaa TMBbt vaa L^dea. 



^.d by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 613 

Further it is necessary to unload in the most convenient way all 
my goods which go over now and to ship them again to the colony. 
If my people have a vessel, they slitnild be notified by an express by 
land, of much better by a small boat by water. Giving the honor- 
able Director kieft my greetings, his honor's advice should be asked 
how everything can be done to my best advantage and, as the hon- 
orable Director kicft had heretofore and' still has a great deal of 
trouble with my people and goods, I send herewith as a present and 
an acknowledgment of gratitude the following: 

First, a saddle with everything that belongs to it, packed in canvas 
and addressed to the honorable Director kicft, which should have 
been received by the last ship but was sent back by mistake and 
now accompanies this, numbered No. 24, with the mark of the 
colony; also, packed in the East India chest, No. 22, are the fol- 
lowing things in my name to be presented to the honorable 
director : 

a gold and silver plated rapier with its .scabbard and all 

that l)i'lun<^^s t<» it 
a f^old and silver enil)n >idered l)aldric 
a pair of s^old and silver plated spurs 
a pair of boots with spur stra])s 

These thinj^s having been taken out, the chest nuist Ive close I 
again. If necessary for the transportation of malt some sacks 
which arc only loosely sewn, so tliat they can be ripped apart later 
and sohl as canvas, must be taken out also and a memorandum 
kept of everything. 

The goods which are now <;ent over by this ship are packed as 
follows and marked as in the margin : 

Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 are four large casks containing two lasts, 

II mud<Ics of malt for brewing for Ei^ert 
Pels for which he is to pay me according 
to contract 

Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8 are four cases with all kinds of goods 

No. 9 a keg of nails 

No. 10 a small case with lead and shot 

No. II a hogshead of vinegar 

Nos. 12, 13. 14 are eight cases of duffels 

15, 16, 17, 18, 19 
No. 20 a case with shoes and seven hides of sole 

leather, 4000 tiles, clinker bricks re- 



** 30,000 in O'Callagban, Hutory oi Ntw NethcrtoHd, 1:454. 
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ceived from the Company's brick [yard] 
20 bundles of iron ro«ls looolb 




No. 21 
No. 22 



10 " " 5ooIb 

20 square bars of iron, weighing 735 lb 

10 rods of very thin iron 228 lb 

8 hoet of smith's coal 
a case with plowshares 
an East India chest with books and other 



No. 23 



things according lo invoice 
a small case with three duffels for tandcr 



No. 24 
Nos. 25, 26 



donck 
the saddle 

two small tubs with grapevine shoots and 



madder'^' 



< hi the arrival of tin- al><»vc pcuplc and j^cioils in the colony with 
(l(nr> help. />' Mc[:^iipolcusis shall har.d this nicnioranduin to 
L onnnis .Ircnf I'iUi Corlcr that he nia\ attend to the contents 
thereof" as carefully as po>ijiblc and cuninmnicate them to Officer 

vaiuL'nionck. 

\\ hile at tlie iiifitlidtiiiis he >hall ac«|naint the liouorahle Director 
kirft with the improper procednre of those anionj^; my people who, 
after 1 have pai 1 their hoard and advanced them other expenses 
ni^d money, marry there and renmin at the inanhatans or near there 
notwithstanding they are l>ound by definite contract in case of 
marriafjfe to -o tc. the colony and. accordini^ to the 19th article.'*^ 
may Tiot he hired there. He shall re(|ue^t hi^ honor to lend me a 
helping hanil herein and meanwhile onlcr Dflicer faiidcrdoiu k to 
serve notice on each of tlie said |)crsr>ns as well as on the hus- 
bands of the marrie I \\ iiien (provided he first obtain consent 
from Director kicft and the officer ai th* numhaUms) to reimburse 
the patroon for the money advancerl and expenses or to serve out 
their time at the place ajjreed upon with the patroon and in case 
of refusal to do either one or the other he shall request the director 
to lend a stron^if arm, at all events to [let my officer) protest against . 
them especially against the husbands who by marr>'ing such subject 
persons''" have become also liable for their debts antl promises, 
namely on forfeiture of all their goods and property which they 
had and which they shall acquire within and without the colony, 

0'(';ill.it{lt!»"'s lranslatit»n cmis licrr, 
^ Of the rrccd«ims and Rxcmplioiis, granted Junv 7, 16^9. 
^OHvrye f^crsoonen. 
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and in due time levy on the same and proceed therein at law ac- 
cording to the express words of their contracts. 

As to lucas 5'mii/ *' who is probably still at the manhatans with 
the minister D*" bof^ardus, who woubl like to keep him in his 
service on conrlitioii of rcimbnr'^in^- nie for my expenses ami money 
advanced, althnu^^li 1 \\<iuld jL,dadly do P'' bot/aidiis every service 
and favor I can not kt have tlii> man 0:1 acconnt oi the evil 
conse<jncnces. also bocau>-c at \vn^\. half of mv ]K'oj)le who came 
over by tlint ship left mc at the )iiunhtitjus and vicinity by <;cttin^ 
married and for other reasons as well as on acconnt of the i,n-eat 
tronble and exj)ense of travelin:^. board, and aijents' commissions 
which 1 have before I can ijjet any sl•rvant^. not to speak of those 
who rnn away from and desert me, and becan^e of the ^reat lack 
of i^oo I servants in the colony and of the fact that lhl^^ is one of 
the most nprii^dit servant^ of that nation whom 1 liave and that he 
will serve the (tthers as an example. Therefore I can not <;rant this 
bnt wonld reqne^t that he be allowed to ;l,'o with the others to the 
colony and am willinj^" to reimburse </■' h(>i:^(in{us for hi^ expenses 
in connection with Inm. /)• I'oj^unhis should l)e able to suit him- 
sel t siihicientl) upon the arrival <>f st) many ])eoplc as now <^n 
over t«)r the account of the C'ompanv. />" M 0:^(1 f^i)lciisis know^ 
how much trouble is connected with this matter, what difticulties 
I ha\e with the ( <'mpan\- before 1 can j.i;et my people on board 
and what ri->k I rnn of lo^in^ them to^^ether with all the money 
advanced l)y the action of sf)me disaffected persons and will there- 
fore pk i-e to excuse me with D*^ bogardus. 

Herewith goes my resolution regarding the affair of Pictcr Cor^ 

••Entered in Hccdeniu^c <li-r Gocderen geeomfn p'hct Schip den Hovtluijh. A' 1641. 
niiionR the Rcnssclacrsxcyi U Mss. as Lucas Sntilh : if« Jchnnsbrri li . nd z an 
Ickscinhur^iU, as given hy O'CallaKlian. History of .Vcit' Xclhcrland. 1:440. In A'. V. 
Col. ytss. 2:-i. !)»• is rfferred fo ns Lucas Smils von Cocrlant. Ktirland is an estate 
and Johanm^Knr i; a town in the <ii-tri> t of < ;iiiiil)inncii, in F.as{ I'ru^'.i.i. LiicU Smith, 
or Sclimiilt, .is liis name shoulfl |>rolial)ly l»c wtitten, .irrivt-d at tlic Manliatans, on dcfl 
C'oninck Daviil, Nov. ^<>. 1641, and at once entered tiic service of I)urninc itogardus. 
Aug. 13. 164a, he arrived in the colony, where till May i, 1644, he was employed at 
tlie i>.ifr""i)\ Iicm>ie nt a <-:ilnry of fiot> a year. T-'roni May i. 1644 to April i^. 1646. 
he served at the Matts as farm liand and clerk at a yearly salary of fjoo (See 
MafHtgelt Bocck, i63fU44> f-S5 Croot Boeek, No. F, 1640-50. f.tS, among th« 

Rcussclticrswyi !■• .U>« t, .\t>ril t,^, if>if>, Antonio de Ilo a-cs. /. ^ .> P' Ptjironi, issued a 
certificate stating that Lucas Stnitit hem soo in dienst van sijnc Heere tA I'atroon ats 
bif ijder ten int hijsonder Vrocm eH getrouwetifck heeft gednegen ats ten eerKjek eH 
I'room Jonnhimtn tocbchoorl daer ««Vf :>(// > f "X.^* " ' i; ■'<' /> i'. 'if - l iicas 

Smitli has in the service of bis lord ami patroon as well as toward everyone else in 
fartictiiar conducted himself uprightly and faithfully as hecomes an honest and itlous 
younir man of whom nothing can !>t s.ai.l hut what ii honnrahle and virtuous iCopije 
van eenige Aden eH andere AcnntcrckcUjckc Notiticn, 1643-48, p.46, among the 
RcnsseUurswyck Afss). 
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neltssen which D* tnegapolcnsis will please to communicate accord- 
ing: to my oral request. 

Furthermore, as I notice and fear for various reasons, as well as 
because of express warnings from the manhatans saying so, that the 
administration of my colony is in a very confused state, which might 
easily cause some trouble among my principal agents*' of the colony, 
I still keep the supreme direction in my own hands nor will I 
readily cede it either for the reason that those in the colony (even if 
I were not their lord) need me here more than I need them there, 
for who will supply their necessities if I do not? Who will furnish 
them the money if I do not? All this does not even concern the 
government so that I am very much surprised at the ingratitude of 
the people there who seek their own interests so entirely and mme 
so little that when they get there they misconstrue according to their 
own desires the contracts made with me here which might easily 
cause me to abandon this work altogether for I would rather sit idle 
than suffer loss. Let them consider for a moment what it has cost 
me to establish each farm, aside from the horses, cows and land 
which I furnish them, and how much they have given me in return. 
They think that as soon as they have delivered their grain to the 
Company, I am bound to credit them with the amount This is not 
so at all. For all the grain which they have delivered for lo years, 
I have received no payment but the amount has been balanced 
against accounts and supplies; so that I will not pay any one a 
single penny no matter how much tlicy may furnish to the Com- 
pany. But what they deliver to my cointnis, not on the lx>oks but 
on his own loft and in liis own power and possession, and for wliicli 
they ol)tain his reccij)ts. witli that I sliall credit them ; this as far as 
tlic common people arc concerned. Comini^ now to the ajq^cnts,"^ my 
intention is that everyone no matter whether he is wiser or more 
intellif^ent than sonie(Mie else, sliall he strictly and expres<;ly held 
to his contract. The more intelligent sliall instruct and admonish 
the less inteihgent and seek to dispose him to do what is useful or 
necessary, also to |)rotest, if necessary, against his not doing so and 
to send the protests to me. hut in no way to trespass on sonic one 
else's duties and to do what others ouglit to do. For instance, I take 
it very ill that ( Jfticer i-aiidcnlonck, knowing why I j)lace l him at 
the entrance to the colony which I explained to him orally at great 

" CommitUnttm ; constituents, principals. The term is used here and in other plaoea 

erronrnuvh- ill the scnsc of agents. 

tommittCHlcn. 
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length, with the mere remark that there was room for only two 
farms, left that place and settled at the extreme upper end, as far 
as possible from the place intended for him, from the people and 
from the entrance to the colony where the key ought to be, and all 
this too without the consent of the conmiissioners of the colony or 
at least of my cousin Arent Van Corler» If below there was room 
for but two farmers, he ought to have been one of them ; matters 
being now thus and the contract being let for a dwelling on the farm 
at the upper end, I am willing to let vanderdonck keep the said farm 
for himself on the conditions made with him ; but as to his personal 
residence, I can not consent to its being there as it is too far from 
the peuple near whom he must constantly be, so that at a con- 
venient time, when the first hurry of the most necessary building is 
over, he must cause an inexpensive house such as will meet his most 
urgent needs to be erected in the church neighborhood, where he can 
have his rct;ular domicile in order to l)c present and at liand. Once 
in a while he can alsu inspect his farm, but that [only] one farm 
shunld be established there as he requests must be further investi- 
gated as I lind that the i)lacc of brocr Conu^Us and the (ireat 
Flats'" together, includinu^ some woo<ls which can easily be cut 
down, contain alxjut 140 niurgens according to the survey of M'' 
Creyn Corncliscn*'* surveyor, so that by and by another farm ought 
to be established in that vicinity. It would be surprising if from 
bylacrs dal on, being four leagues upward, there should not be room 
for 20 farms as Director niinuyct and zvoifcrt gcrritzcn advised me 
at the time and it nIiouM turn out now that there could hardly bo 
found room for a dozen. W hat would tiiat be for such a district? 

Mcgapolcnsis will therefore have the patroon's commissioners 
who are not personally interested in farms, such as. . Iniiit z-au Corlcr 
and /''■ Conidiscn, with the help in this instance of surgeon Abraham 
Stacs, furtluT investigate this matter in order to send me drtiniu> 
advice as to Imw many farms could convenientIy.be establi>lud 
there according to the number of morgens which I have agreed l>y 
contract to furnish the farmers and how much clearing <tf land can 
be expected in the future. I exclude Officer vanderdonck from this 
work only for so far as he is personally interested in the matter, 
for no one may be judge in his own cn';c. As to the tithes, a suit- 
able arrangement ought to be made whereby they shall l>e ])roi)erly 
collected to the best advantages of the patroon, by individual agree- 

groott vlaekte. 
** Prolialily » mistake for Crijn Frederkfcit; lee p. 6361. 
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ments with tlic respective farmers. l)y leading them yearly for each 
parcel oi land or farm to private persons upon pro[)er surety, by 
havintj private per><m> for a commission gather them in the field 
and ihra^li iIkiii, or hv >uch other means as will he mo>t i)rofilablc, 
having in view the hcav\ liurden of paving the salary of the minister 
and other officers which tlu- patVMon ha'- taken upon him. ulucli 
salaries ought to Ik- paid (ml of these titlus a-, far a> ])os>d)l(.- >o that 
the latter mu>l he sold in the most protitahU- wa\. As to the ad- 
ministration of till' colonv thi^ i- under the presciu circumstances 
chietly vi-tcd in the pcrsnn of Ait-iit ran Corlcr. [for just as] </</- 
riacn 'iWiuicr donck in case of need, represents tho chief otlicer, so 
Curler, also in case i)f nee<l. represents the director, so that tlie 
said ('(irlcr must pn tvisiouallv he acknowledged as the first and 
chief administrator of the c<"lony."'' with this understanding h<»w- 
cver. that each of them shall he unjireiudiced in his rights and 
powers described in his inslruclious ; each of the other commission- 
ers and councilors shall also he maintained in his rights; and the 
lord patroon expressly (orders that, if any (HtYerences of oj)inion as 
to the meaning of their commissions and instructions should occur 
among those of highest rank which the\ can not sittlr among them- 
selves, both parties or one of them nur">t a<ldress themselves or him- 
self to Ih' M aiapolcnsis, showing his rev«.'rence l)esides his instruc- 
tions and commis-ion tlie reas..n^ on whicli he bases his argument, 
w hereupon the other |)artv ha\ ing been summoned and heard, the 
decision of d'' }iuu/af'i>li'nsis shall stand without contradiction till 
the lord patroon sends over his «lecision concerning it. In all cases 
I .Megaj)olensis I shall have an eye to the riglus and advantage>^ of 
the patroon that the common welfare may not suffer from misunder- 
standing, contention or the like; and hereby disorder shall cease and 
tlie patroon be satisfied tiial everyone acquits himself of his duties 
as he ought. 

In conclusion T commend Mrf^itf^nU'iisis w ith his worthy wife 
and children to the gracious protection of Alniighty (lorl that He 
may keep them from all hiinlrances and accidents, grant them pros- 
perity in the colony, bless his ministry and work to the honor of 
His holy name and to the extension of the Christian religion not 

• aettgaende de saecke rande odministralie vonde Colonie tcgenwoordich soo ais hy 
mi Irijt i iif'f'ittilxrk acnCi'iuendt opdt n i^soon ran Arent van Corlcr, m iii/ri.i. ti vandtt 
donck repretentecrt hct huofiofScierschap hy node aoo represtnieert Corlcr ln-t ,{trecl«ur- 
schap dersetver Jnsgclix by noode dienvolgende tat dito Corler by f-ro-. isU mcelen 
bektnt wordtn ah de tersU M de voornaemtte administrotcur der Ct>lonie. For note 
on the term haoftofficier, see p. 383. 
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only among dristians but, if it please God, also among the blind 
heathen in orJer that the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
creator, redeemer and sancti6er to the end of the world, may be 

preached, served, laiulecl and praised in my colony till the second 
coming of our Lord and Savior in order tliat, being raised from the 
c!eafl by His jKm'er, we may possess with him tlie eternal joy of His 
Father's kir.jjdoin. which eye liaili not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into tlie heart or thou^dits of man. Amen."*' 

I lis revi rcncc's very afTecti* >iiatc 
Kiliih ii '. (III h'i'ii.s-cldi'r, patronn of 
the cmIiui) of ken-sselaerswyck. 

P. S. Innnediately upon his arrival />' Mrf/af'olriisis >liall l,'o lo 
niy cnii^iti .hriif laii Corlcv and stay with liitn till he shall timl a 
convenient < •i>])nrtpnity. with the advice of < )fHcer vandcr donck and 
the other conunis-ioners.'*' to have a suitable though inexpensive 
temporary house built with the intention later when the cnlotiy is 
a little more prosperous of having a lari,a'r honse hniU t > n- him. 
Meainvliik'. as I fear that the church will not be fnii-lied yet. he 
shall select the best place that can be found to preach the word of 
Cod. 

The chnrch neighb<jrh(Mjd, where in time all mechanics must settle 
shall if it is not too late be chosen near the pine grove, on the east 
side of the river, to the south oi dc lacts 6 //n/Zi.' placing the center 
thereof at the place on the river where inland the swamp is deepest 
and so may serve as defence in times of need, as abraftam Stacs 
knows; and all houses must be located there as indicated on the 
accompanying small map/^ 

Itut as it is written. Kyc hath n()t sfcii, iu»r car liearil, neither have ciittrc«l into 
the heart of man, the thingn which Cod hath prepared for them that love him. I Cor. 

2:q. a V. 

offiacr vander donck en dc andrc gccommittccrde. 
• De kerckebuyrtr alwaer mettcrtyt atte amhachten liaer sullen moeten nederslaen sno 

hct MiV/ tc s(^iuic is .>i!.' c''' T<'.if,.'i-n ,i<tit,-nt I'.,'! ^:>i-\ ii,' ' <t t>"st:-\- lr : ,fn./c 

reiicr bexuijdcn :an dc' lucts burj^li hct midden dacnan ncmcndcn tcr fiaelse aeii 
rtritre teacr te landfwacrU ;n hct Motras he* diepstc js om die iti lyden eS wijie M 
forlifiiotir tr r<'intrii .iu'ncn a.. ''v> ' <il'rtil<,iui St.n-i brkcnt is e& oUe UfonniHghe gfleght 
wordt'n gclyck dit nexcns gacndc Cacrtgcn uylwcyst. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Antony de Hooges^ 

June 8, 1612 

Anthonie dc Hooges, in Xcw Netherland 

This 8th of June 1642, in Amsterdam 
Your letters from the Texel and from Plymouth, and your last 
letter from the manhatans, dated June, August and December of 
last year, were duly handed to me together with the journal^* 
which has given me a great deal of satisfaction. If you continue 
in your course and do not allow yourself to be diverted from your 
toil, diligence and faithfukiess, you will, if the Lord spare my 
life, distinctly notice the results of your good conduct even during 
the term of years for which you have engaged yourself. This I 
must recommend you, as long as you are under some one else, 
do not be sullen but obey in matters about which you think you 
have good ground for being of a contrary opinion; communicate 
this opinion to your superiors and persuade them to weigh it 
without however forcing them, for human nature is such that 
those who have charge of anything do not like to be instructed 
by those who are below them in rank. But if the case were such 
that my loss or my rights were involved to a considerable extent 
and if it were worth while (for one must not let himself be burned 
for a trifle) >ou might press the matter a little. But above all 
things guard yourself against the presumption of thinking your- 
self in the right when as a matter of fact some one else is in the 
right. Therefore, in the beginning, hear and see, notice and learn, 
obey and make yourself agreeable and liked ; in that way you will 
be able to accomplish mudi. I would answer yours more fully, 
but it is now Pinkster day, the eighth of June, the wind blows and 
we must break off. What I have to observe about your letter from 
the tnanftatans is that you will find out tliat many words; even if 
tliey come from persons of iniix>rtance, are but plumes. I lu)i)c 
that later you arrived safely in the colony with the goods- and that 
you are hcli)mg ni) cousin Arent van Corlcr in whatever way he 
seeks my advantage in what I have entrusted to him. I am curious 
to know how many followed you to the colony. It was a mis- 
fortune that your ship was so long on the way. Have patience 
and continue to keep a full diary of every thing worthy of note 

»V.h'.n. Urr, I.ftli'r Ihu^l:. {.t$7. 
Journal of Uc lloogcs' voyage on den Coninck Voi ul, printed on p. 580-60J. 

i by Ci(Xlgle 
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u hicli <xciir> In you. I'Voin this you niij^^lit send nic brief extracts 
every week or mouth, for 1 have cause to louj^ to know about 
every tlunj^ lliat «»ccur>, tliere, as everything concerns me and de- 
lends (Ml me. I mu-^t end. 1 gave to . Mcj^apoloisis a letter 
written to vou l)v mv l)rother in law Johannes van 7i'cl?^ The 
friends are, God be praised, still well and send you greetings. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to WiUem Kieft'^ 

June 8, 1642 

WiUem Kicft, Director of New Netherland 

1G42, in Amsterdam, this 8th of June 
This unexpected breeze today compels me to make haste and to 
break off. I can not refrain from thanking your honor for your 
kind assistance with regard to my goods and the good treatment of 
my servant, Anthoonie de hooghes, who expresses his thanks him- 
self for having been accommodated at [the home of] oloif Steven- 
sen, to whom I should like to write but can not do so now. I 
delivered his letters, sent under cover to me, to his mother. I must 
complain about the fickleness of my people who let themselves be 
held fast there at once. I have given orders to bring suit against 
them and request your honor s favor and assistance. It was very 
unfortunate that den Conin, dav, arrived so late that arcnt had 
left. I fear on that account still more calamities than I can write 
of but hope that this spring everything will have come out all 
right and that the loss will be made goo<l. As I hear that there 
is little merchandise in the country, I commend to your honor to 
send the people and goods that go over now promptly to the col- 
ony. I also send to the colony a very pious and experienced min- 
ister who has occupied the pulpit for at least 10 years. I hope 
that the Lord will bless his ministry among the dissolute Christians 
and blind heathen and that my colony may in time reach a state of 
peace and harmony. I noticed also that those who complain the 
most about disorder are frequently themselves the cause of it. I 
sent you by the ship den brandaris a good saddle with its belong- 
ings, but whether it is the fault of the skipper or of Gysbcrtus 
opdendijck, it has been returned to me in the cag."^ I therefore send 

Iiili,-uuir<; van \Vi ly. 

I . K. V. Sfss, Letter Book. f.i57b. 
w C(^Kc. Mine as kaag, a flat-hottotned vessel used for Inland navigation. In the 
present itist.incc for transporting goods hciwecn Amsterdam and the Tcx< 1 lie 
FTiRlish word ccic a<; a translation of the Dutch koog, ia at present obsolete but is 
found in works of the seventeenth century. 
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it to you lun w itii once more, also a rapier \\ itli baldric and belong- 
in.i;>, of which our i>* mcj^affolrnsis lias tlie Hst and an order to 
hand thcni to yon because of llie graiiiu U wliich 1 owe you. 
IMcasc accept them as a mark of gratitude. 1 am very much 
troublcil, however, that the account sent has not been settled w ith 
my cousin arcnt van Corkr according to the advice of the lords 
directors and our agreement, dated the 5th of May 1639, stipulating 
that the director of the Company on the one side and the comfitis of 
the colony on the other side shall settle their accounts in skins or 
money by balancing one debt against another or by delivery of mer- 
chandise as fairness and circumstances shall require. That my debt 
is computed at the sum of f24o8 without my knowing the items in 
detail J* and without my receiving the least sign or notice from my 
comtiiis, is directly contrary to our agreement made with the Com- 
pany. I1iis might not to be and 1 have expressly said and pro- 
testetl to the directors that I will not pay or crecHt them a penny of 
that nature without further information and proof. 

According to what they tell me these debts arise mostly from the 
consumption of wine. Can it be that Fort Orange is a wine- 
cellar to debauch my ])eople, exhausting them as long as they can 
find something to i)a\ an»l after that charging it to my account? 
I am forced to seek some remedy or other against these things 
and request you kindly, sir, if it is so, to sec to it. The law of the 
Lord commands me expressly to prohibit such excesses on account 
of the sin and the evil which may result therefrom and [I do so] " 
also and especially on account of my own interests, since in these 
excesses my i)Qt»ple uselessly s(iuander what is called their ])roperty 
but in reality is mine. As to the customs, (kitics [to the Company |. 
averaj^es, and freij^ht charjijes which 1 liavc found in the accounts. 
J liavc al>(> cnipliat ically told the directors that I am n( t in the least 
incline 1 to i)ay these. If tliey are imi satisfK^l with the prices fi.\c«'i 
in my I'reedoms. let tlieni refuse to accejit my >hi|)ment : I do 
nt>t want lo cause tliem any loss Imt will setid ships myself accord - 
int^ to mv I reedonis. This has been my fiaiik statement of my 
position all the time and is -o still, and I wotd 1 not 'li part from it 
wlietlu-r up «»r <lown. as I absolutely refuse to submit to these 
chani;es of the ( <»mpany. I have their l-'reedoin^ i^iwn to me in 
the years ihjS and i^jg by the A^'-embly of the Xin^teen and ap- 
prove* 1 by the High and Mighty Lords the Stales General. This 

''*somdrr te wcctlen man oft t'eert broot off wyn; literally, without knowinR man or 
horse, bread or wine. 
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is an unchanj^cable law and l)y virtue of it as well as on account 
of the aforesaid agreement with the Company, I request your honor 
to settle with my commis accordinijl) , 1 can easily stej) over a 
straw and 1 not irisi>t on trifles, luu 1 must maintain the Free- 
doms, which 1 duly obtaine<l and whicli liavc cost mo so much, 
against every one no matter whom. This 1 told the directors 
here. They asked from me payment for the goods which come 
over now . 1 olfered them to pay according to my Freedoms but 
that remained unsettled. If my Freedoms are subject to alteration 
there will in all eternity be no certainty to be had from the Com- 
pany. With regarfl to the discontent among my people, some who 
threaten to come home will be ordered home sooner than they 
think. I do not ask for such threats in the least ; I can find at least 
lOo masters who want to go thither but what I lack most is serv- 
ants, for they must work. To finish with our old disputes, I can 
not refrain from explaining the misapprehension your honor is 
under with regard to the instrument of the 17th of March 1640; 
this date indeed refers to the period of your administration, but 
tlie proceedings in question occurred during the time of Crol, and 
thereafter during the time of the fiscal dinclagen and my nephew 
van Ttifillcr, when my people and animals were shamefully de- 
tained, about which I made due protest to the Comi>any ; I have not 
the least complaint to make almut your honor in this except that 
it costs me too mi!ch ; on the contrary 1 sincerely thank your honor 
for your promptiturle. I would write more but the time is gone 
and I must break oflF. J^ale, 



Willem Kieft to KUiaen van Rensselaer^'' 

September 11, 16 f 2 

Sir: 

On the 4th of August arrived here the ship d'hontuyn with all 
your honor's people in good health and the goods in good condi- 
tion ; they have for the most part been sent up the river ; the brick 
and coal take up much room. Herewith we sent the letters in re- 
turn which have come from above and from which your honor 
will learn the complete situation of your colony. I trust that hence- 
forth, on account of the arrival of do*, grootstedius^* there will be 

w V. R. B. Mu 2$. 

" Grootstediusn Megapotends. 
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more regularity both in secular and spiritual matters, things hav- 
ing been in pretty bad shape thus far. 

I have received jrour honor's favor of the 8th of June, to which 
the following lines serve as rci)l)'. The saddle, rapier, boots, 
spurs and baldric have been delivered to me and although I would 
rather these things had not been sent — first, because I am stilt 
Ijrctty well provided with everything, secondly, because I expect 
to be called home next summer and, thirdly, because it is against 
my oath to accept presents — nevertheless, to show that it is my 
desire to render your honor and your honor's colonists as much 
service as I can and as is consistent with my bounden duty, I 
have neither been able nor willing to refuse the aforesaid articles 
and have accepted them on behalf of the honorable Company, as 
whose effects they have been cntcrc;! on the books. I further 
thank your honor heartily and shall always try to repay this debt 
with gratitude. 

CoiKcrning those of your honor's colonists who have let them- 
selves be tied down by marria_i(e, it seeing that thi^ can not be pre- 
vented. I hev must either i;o to your honnr'.s colony or give ccmu- 
])lete sat i■^ fact ion ; I believe also that there are contracts to that 
effect in e\i^tence which we shalj enforce by law if recjuestcd ; 
likewise we have alway> been ready to settle accounts with s: Arcut 
van Curler, to which I have often urged him, but it seems that the 
good yoiuig man is stmiewhat nci^ligcnt in the matter, as I believe 
he is also as to your account^. The fault lie> rather with his inc.K- 
perience than with his carelessness; J hope that he will henceforth 
through the urginc:: of the minister be more diligent and attend to 
his business in i)ropcr manner. I believe the w ill is very goo<1. 

We have had some conversation whether it would not be l)est 
and whether it could not convenientlv be arranijed that no freemen 
be allowed to sail up to your honor's colony. T wish this was 
already forbidden for all the trade carried on liy the private in- 
dividuals is injmious both to your honor and 1<» the Company; 
grain and skins are stolen. Tt is true that formerly much wine 
was sent to the colony but I do not hear that nnnsually great 
cjuantitics go there now, for the reason that there i< no money 
there and the credit of the farmers is exhausted. They owe a 
great deal here to private individuals for cloth, powder, lead, wine 
and other articles. 

I have long since forbidden inons' Crol to Icml to any of your 
ho|ior's colonists except J*". Curler; I believe that the individual 
farmers have paid their debts mostly in wheat. 

. J ^ .cJ by Google 
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As to your honor's freight charges and otlier expen>es, I \vi>li 
that 1 could give you satisfaction. 1 am cliarge i in an entry with 
the frei.L^dil and average; in order nut to fall short. I must again 
charge them to those whom the directors indicate, Init 1 trust that 
if your honor s cause is just tlie same shall be made good in Hol- 
land. 

The crop has been very bad tliis year ; many farmers in the colony 
will not have more than the grain for their own use and for seed, 
on account of the severe frost last winter and the high water. 
Here around the Manhatens it is a good rye year and there arc 
also plenty of peas; I estimate that we shall have about 50 lasts 
of rye and ao lasts of peas in our granary. 

The Maquaas have* taken a French church on Lake Champlain, 
killed one I'Venchman and taken prisoner three whom they treat 
very badly. I have ordered Crol to ransom them, in which I hope 
he will succeed. The cruel war which the savages wage against 
one another is the reason that no skins arrive ; I fear that the trade 
will be reduced to nothing. 

Wherewith, after friendly salutations. I commend you to the 
protection of the God of grace, 

Sir, 

Your honor's willing servant 

[signed] lyUlcm kicfi 

At Fort Amsterdam the nth of yemh 1642 

In New Netherland 

[Addressed] 
Sir, 

Mr KUiacn Van Renselaers 

at 

Amsterdam 

[Endorsed] 

Mr ll'illctn Kicft Received 
by the ship den houttnijn on the 
9th of January l'M3. dated Ti Sept. 1642. 
16 March 1643, have written briefly and postponed reply 
till the next. 
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Ordinance of the colony of Rensselaerawyck prohibiting free- 
men and private traders from coming with their vessels 
within the limits of the colony'' 

October 10, 1642 

We, the coniJiiissioners and councilors of the colony of Renssc- 
learswyck to all those who shall see these presents or hear them read, 
greeting. As we are noticing every day many abuses, frauds and 
misdemeanors, which originate entirely from the sailing up and 
down of the vessels of the freemen and the private trade which they 
carry on in the colony, whereby not onl> is the honorable patroon 
wronged in his jurisdiction but also the inhabitants greatly im- 
poverished; as ftirthemiorc. wc not only luar rumors hm arc well 
assured that they supply tlu' Iu('iaii> with i)<)Wikr. lead and tircarnis 
and incite the inhahitants of the colony tu such trade, which not only 
stren;^then> ih^- sava;^es and inii)erils our lives Init heaps contenii)t 
and ridicule on the good intentions of tile honorable West India 
Cuinpany and practically annuls their ordinance, all of which arc 
tilings of very serious consecpicnce ; therefore, we have ordered and 
decreed, as wc hereby do order ami decree, that hereafter (without 
prejudice to the jurisdiction of the honorable Oiartered West India 
Company) no one of (he freemen and private traders, whatever 
his rank or condition may be or under whatever pretext he shall 
do so, shall undertake to enter the limits of the colony with any 
vessel, on forfeiture of ship and lading and on pain of peremptory 
punishment at the discretion of the court. And if any one obtains 
license from the honorable officer to come with a vessel for the 
service of the honorable patroon, such skipper on his arrival in the 
colony shall not be allowed to unload any goods or to let any one 
come on board before his vessel has been inspected by the officer 
and he has handed in his bill of lading. In the .same way such skip- 
per shall not be allowed to sail and leave the colony without similar 
inspection and permission from the officer; everything subject to 
fine as above. We enjoin and command every one whom it mav 
concern to govern himself accordingly. Therefore, let every one 
take heed and guard himself against loss. Done in council the 
loth of October 1642 in the colony of Rensselaerswyck. 

^ V. R. B. Mss 36. Also copy in handwriting of Antony de lloogcs in V, R. B. 
Mss 18. 
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lly order of tin- honorable cumlni^^ionc•^^ and councilors of this 
colony of Rcn.s>clacr.s\v}ck 

To my knowleilge, 

Arcndt I 'an Curler, Secretary 

[Endorsed] Publication concerning vessels. 

Ordinance of the colony of Rensselaerswyck prohibiting in- 
habitants of the colony from trading with the ** residents 
without special consent'^ 

October 18, 16.12 

We. tile c< >lnnli^•^ioner^ and coinKilors of the colony of Kenssel- 
aerswyck. let every one kni.w that we have thought fit. ordered and 
decreed, a^ we hereby think W, order and decree, for the behoof 
of the re>i!lentN an 1 inhabitants of the aforesaid colonv. not only 
for !L(<»o 1 reason- ns lu-reunto nlovinJ^^ Init also for the fnrther ex- 
tension, confirnr.tlioi an 1 e.\ecuii<»n of our precedinj; ordinanee. 
dated ( )ctM|)er 10, M>4J. lhat none of the inhabitants of the said 
colony, shall jiresunie. uniler any i)retense whatsoever, to l)uy. sell, 
exchange, barter, or trade atiythinij from, to or \vjth any of the 
foreign! residents an<i private traders, not to take thein into their 
hon^i s or lo Ij^e tiiem without ])revious consent, much le>> to render 
them any assi>tance. whnlly or in part, directly or indirectly, on 
forfeiture (if any one sh'ad I act contrary hereto) of 20) i^uilders 
Dutch. an<l. the -eeond time, of life an 1 property, everything sub- 
ject to innnediate execution. witlnnU defense or contra<lictiou. 
Wherefore let every one take bee 1 an 1 guard himself against loss. 
Done in c<iuncil, this iSih of ( Vtober ./" C"/ir' if>44."" 
r.y ortlcr of the honorable court of tlie colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck. 

Undernealli was written: 

To my kno\vle<lge, 

Arcndt Van Curler, Secretary 

" In V. R. B. Mss 18: in the hniulw riting of Antony de IIoorcs. Another copy In 
0> </i»iiiiii"iVf , 16117 58, anioiiK tlu' A'ni (Ti'/.i.-r.iM'yi A' Mss. 

The co)»y i»f fliis urilin.ince in the K.-nssclacrszcyck Mss is dated ami ni<lor'-<il Oct. 
18, which is correct, as shown by the reference to this ordinance in van Curler's 

letter to the patroon, June t6, 164}, O'Callagban, History of Ntw Ntthcrlond, 1:461. 
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Ordinance of the colony ol Rensselaerswyck prohibiting export 
of goods without special consent and forbidding people who 
come to live or hunt in the colony Irom leaving without 
making a contract^ 

We» the commissioners and councilors of the colony of Rens- 
selaerswyck to all those who sliall see these presents or hear them 
read, greeting. Whereas it is right and just to prevent and cor- 
rect as far as i>ossible all frauds and abuses; and whereas many 
of these have their origin in the sending of various gocxls out 
of this colony by the inhabitants or residents, without properly 
entering and indicating them; therefore, we have thought fit, or- 
dered and decreed, as we hereby do think fit, order and decree, 
that no one, whoever or of whatever raidc he may be, within the 
jurisdiction of this colony shall be allowed to sail down either in 
his own or in any otic else's vessel, not even the Company's, or to 
seiul away any gootls, <Iireclly or indirectly, without previous con- 
sent and written pcnnission of the officer of this colony, on forfei- 
ture of such j;m<k1s as they lake with them or send l)y some one 
else and 50 i^uilders Dutch in addition. Provided also that no one, 
of whatever rank or condition he may Ik', who comes to live, re- 
side or tf) hunt in winter in this colony shall he alloweil to sail 
away, even if he rc(|ne>t> ])ermission to do so. witlnuit |)reviously 
makinLj a contract witii the patn»on or the person acting in his 
stead, on forltilurc of all sneli elTcei^ he possesses in this coun- 
try. I hereforc. eviry one is hereby warned not to leave beft)rc 
he ha<. niatle a contract. 

Neither i^ any one i)erniilted to lend or hire out any vessel ex- 
cept to such people as are under contract with tiie patro<tn or his 
repre^entalivt'-. aKo on forfeiture of 50 i^uilders as aforesaid. 
Le t every one take hee<l and guard himself against loss. Done in 
council this 164 : 

iiy order of the court of the colony of Rensselaerswyck 

To my kno\vled!.:;c. as secretary. 

^hitouio dc IloogcSj Under bookkeeper 

•*In V. R. B. Mss i8: in handwririn^ of Antony de Hooges. AnoAer eopf In saoie 

li."in'lv\ ritlnc is J'. F. P. ^fss ro. wliich crtfTs .ts follows: Tdns ilonc hy the commi5« 
sinners and councilors of Rensselaerswyck. To my knowiciiKc, Antonio dc Hoogcs, 
Under bookkeeper. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Hendrick Willemsz" 

January i2, 164^ 

Hendrich IVUUmsen, at Akkmaer 

This I2th of January 1642*^ in Amsterdam 
Herewith I send your honor letters from rf' Johannes mega- 
polensis, who, God be praised, arrived safely and well with all his 
family at the place of his destination, and who kindly sent me the 
enclosed sermon which he preached there on the 17th of August 
last. l*lease be sure to have the letters delivered at the first op- 
IX)rtunity to his lionor s father in law and uncle,*® the minister at 
Cocdijck^ and inform me when you have done so. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Johannes Megapolensis of Coedijck^ 

January 12, 16^^ 

D'^ Megapolensis, minister at Coedijck 

This I2tli of January 1642,"*- in Amsterdam 
Under cover to Hendrick ^cillonsen, tailor at Alckmaer (I scmkI 
you] tlie letters received by mc from your honor's son in law,** by 

'»V.R.B.Mss, Letter Book, f.isSb. 
"Should be 164J. 

** tckoowvader en 00m. O'Callaglian (History of Xew Netherland. States on 

the autboHtjr of Albany Records, iiji^s and .^.^9. that TohannM Megapolensis, minister 

at Rcnssc-Iacrswyck, "was the son of the Rev l^'aiims Mcviapolensts. niiiiistir of 
Cocdjrck in Holland, and of Hcllegond Janscn. He married his COUSin Machteld Wil* 
lemsen, dauRhtcr of VVillcm Stecngs. or Ilecngs." The documents referred to are in 
brief as follows: 

Ahkmaer, Aug. 31, 1649. Do. JohannU megapolensis, senior, minister at koedijck, 
givf s 500 Carolus guilders to " Hilgont Jans, oldest daughter of Do. Johnnnis 

M c^itpulfnsis. Junior, at prc-i nt minister of the Gospel of the Chrisii.in K< tni mt <! 
Church in New Nctlicrlaiul. I>orn of machtell It'tilems dr., his, the donor's Sickle 
[niece or cmisinj." A'', 1'. Col. .Mss. 3:i23; translated in Alb. Kcc. 6:.j^.i. 

Fort .Anisttrdam, March 26, 1655. Machtclt ll'illcm.xcti, dauKlitiT of U'tlli'tn 
Sttengen, in the presence of lier lawful linshand /'". JoUannis Mr^itfuilcnsis. 
minister at AmNtrrdam in New Netherland, executes a i>ower of attorney to Jan 
Chesem, draixr at coedijck, to eollect from the w.,rtliy Hendrick U'lllcmscn, re- 
sidinK at suijl sclicnvtml of> hingCitijck , and the otlier coheirs, her iHirtion or share 
of tlie inheritance <l<-scendinK to her from tlie estate left hy //i7/,-i;on/ Jans, wife 
of the revcrcnil and very learned Do. Joannis .^/tv'/'' .\ciiior, minister of 
the Compel of the Christian Rcfnrnied ("luirch at Coedijck." Si^;ll»•d: \f(ichlclf 
Slcctiic tctllcm linargin of 1 apcr torn olTJ. N. >'. Col. Mss, 3;i,<9, translated in 
Alb. Ree. S:339> 

Inasmuch as the t< rm Kch<tt>n: ndcr in 17th eetitury writing may mean stepfather as 
well as father in law, it is not entirely clear whether Megapolensis, junior, was the 
stefMon, or rather the adf»pted son, of M^polen^s, seidor, and married the niece of 
the lattcr's wife, or whether he was the nephew of McRai>olensis, senior, and married 
the daughter of the latter's wife by her first hushand, Willcm Stccngcn. The second 
solution seems the more i»robable. Cf. letter to Mcg^lenais, senior, July as, 164J. 

<■< Kocdijk, a villaie four miles N. N. E. from Allunaar, in the province of North 
Holland. 

" V. R. B. Mss, Leltsr Book, f.i58b. 
sehoonsoono. 
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which your honor will learn of his happy and speedy arrival md 
reception. It is unnecessary for me to repeat these matters but as 
the diversity of advices gives a great deal of relief and satisfac- 
tion and their agreement gives further information and gratifica- 
tion, I shall be pleased if, leaving personal matters on one side, 
you will communicate me furtlicr information regarding the rnn- 
dition and appearance of the country and tlic pcopk- and wliaL 
might in any way tend to my advantage or <lis;iil\ ;mtaL;c as it is 
well to know l)<)th llu- <»iic and the other; al^o his ^aii> fact ion and ob- 
servation, for althout^li he had hccii tluro hut >i\ or seven days iio 
had already noticed a good deal. As far a> 1 can >ee from his let- 
ters, he is (|nite satisfied thu^ far; he ])raises the eouiitiy very 
much and pities the faults and failinj^^s of the people viix much. 
It is uot strange that people l>ecome reckle>> when they do not 
profess tlieir faith, so much the more as every oiie ha> thus far 
heen williout admonition. 1 ho[)e that the Lord (io;l will l)le>s 
his ministry there in such a way that it may not only hoar many t«»ld 
fruit amt)ng the Christians hut al»o lea 1 the blind heathen to the 
fold of our Saviour Jesus C hrist and by the fuhiess of His mercy 
include even those who are thus far estranged, l aic. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Adriaen van der Donck^^ 

March 164$ 

Adriaen lun dcr donck. in the colony of Kensselaerswyck 

This <jth ()f March H»43. in Amsterdam 
. *^ ( )n the occasion of this extraordinary ship and for fear that 
the one «»f the Company may be (!elayed. I can not refrain from 
comnumicatiiig to you these lines in replv to three [letters] of 
yours, namely tho^e of 7 September I'qi. 2\ June an 1 August 
\(^2. Although in the memoran '.unT ' given t(t /> ' .\f ri^af^oirnsis 
(being at that time, through ha-te. prevente I fr^m writing to every 
one in particular, [though | 1 intended to do so l 1 put several 
things for the maintenance oi harmony and good order among the 
heads of the colony, for which I had oecasi oi on the one h.and and 
to which 1 was urged on the other, and altliough 1 intended to wait 

"V.R.B.ifss. Letter Book. f.is8f»-i6jh. I7il>-i7jb. 

A laiuclfi! iiiitc in tlic mat sin of tlic I rtirr lii<t>J: rtaits; S. ]ii ilu' 1,'ttcr 

to C'ornciis Metyn, which I g.ivc yuu. I furKot to ask wluihcr lit- kept liis promise or 
rtot. lie has . . . (the rest of the note is illegible). 
"Printed on p. 609-19. 
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what the effect thereof wouhl he. I can not refrain, since I notice 
your sensitiveness (in tliat of the ii>th of Aujj^ust. confusinj^^ the 
matter of /Irciit rau t'orU-r with that of nuiiirits Jansi-ii), from re- 
veaHn^- you mine aNo ; it i> not hlood only which I have had in 
view. a> I vaku- the carrying; out of mv commission and in>truc- 
tions as well as my athantaj^e and j)rofit far ahnve 1)lood, which 
on account of the (H>tant degree [«>f rtlation^liip ] is ])retty col 1 
and would have to he much nearer to me hefore 1 shouhl feel it 
as keenly as your honor j)lca>cs to write. I'Vom the I>ei4iiminj4^ 
mounts J(iiisr)i lia-^ (!(»m' nothing;" hut disputi- with me without 
obcyinj^ ; sucli comhict i have as yet not noticed in .Irriil run L'or- 
Irr. That he keeps me waitinj^ hy [ not | sendini,^ hooks and ac- 
counts is for him to explain anrl the harder to justify if he slmnld 
have exceeded his commissi* »n. W hat pleases me now in \ ou is the 
zeal and dili.L^ence which I notice in your honor in expcditinij 
several matters and especially the matter of I'iicr Conwlissc and 
Cornells tcuiiissi'ii. re}.;;artlinij which, as :'</;; Corlcr advises nie in 
a hasty and hrief appendix to his last letter, an ai^reement has been 
reached ; 1 hope they will not abuse their powers. I have no 
objection to the lettinj^ of the contract for the houses except that the 
price runs too far above the specification^ and prices here in tllis 
country, of which I still have some from dc I os. It displeases mc 
greatly, hotvc7'cr, that without the consent of the coniniissloucr/*" 
you have chosen a place so remote from where I intended and i«- 
structed you to settle, also, that complaints have heeu wade to me 
that from the beginuint^ you hare acted not as officer but as !di- 
rector, respcctini^ which I had more confidence in your honor's 
prudence and had expected more from your patience so that instead 
of procuring a premature adz'ancement ynu would have i^iirn me 
time to find out by experience and to haz'e the honor of the advance- 
ment myself,*^ for be assure;! that not importunity but well doin^y 
and this not in words but in deeds and in experience will con- 
stitute the supreme law in the matter. I beg your honor, show mc 
in what way I could have advanced you more than I have. //, im- 
stead of smoking your own you had advised me, article for 
article, what you had done regarding each point of my instructions, 
which is the only means tozvard your honor's advancement and 
ought to be your sole object, it might have moi'ed me to take fur* 

gecnmmitteeriir. 
Underlined in l.t-ttcr Book. 
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thcr notice of your honor's pcrson;'^^ this serves thereft)re here to 
reeuniineiul such cnurso ai;ain most stronj^ly to you ami to com- 
mand it ill all seriousness. If anything has happened of which I 
do not know, it should appear to me from a resolution, or from 
advices, ur from actual results, and none of the three can I find. 
If these matters have heen recorded in the minutes and the books 
are slow in comin<^^ as they are, your honor could easily have made 
a brief extract therefrom or at least briefly have written me the 
substance thereof ; fur the execution of my instructions, I soy it 
once more, is the sole object of the promotions J makc'-^ The 
memorandum sent by D' Me(;afolcnsis was for the most part 
drawn up because of your failure in the above, for your honor*** 
letters make little mention [of thinj^s] touching your honor's com- 
mission and my instructions. On the contrary, I find therein a 
great freedom in charging me without reason with a number of 
things, namely, among others which will follow later,"* that the 
council had no dignity. Answer: this is not strange for they 
never have had an able leader and I have therefore sent your honor 
to give them proper dignity among the people and whether they 
help you only with words when they are half drunk depends largely 
on your action in making proper i»Y>test against those who fail 
to perform their duty and sending me the copy. 

If the intentions of Corler were good but he knew more of 
commerce than of goveounent, all that is needed is to instruct 
him well, which is properly your work, but in the way of com- 
mand rather than of information. 

The subtlety of pieter Cornelissen and jthe laxity of Cometis 
teunissen give you cause to spur on the latter and to match clever- 
ness with cleverness in the case of the former, in which you have 
acquitted yourself well. 

As to the willingness of Broer Cornells to give tithes provided 
he be allowed to seed the farm once more after the expiration of 
his term, but the refusal of himself and every one else to recog- 
nize the right of preemption, while these people when their lease 
has expired may express such determination and force me, I do 
not see on what right they base that action nor that your honor 
could not with justice eject them from their farms and in case 
of opposition make a strong protest against them. I shall never 

•• Underlined in Letter Book. 
** Underlined in Letter Book. 
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lack master farmers but rather servants who i£ things go this way 
can become masters. 

Vuiir two propositions U) send a nuni^tcr ami \ early 10 ) dulTcls 
have been complied with, but the third, to send yearly (15.000 
worth of merchandise, 1 can not understand ; tlie w hole revenue 
of tile colony is not worth enoui^h to i)ay that uidess the people 
were to take from me on account only and never pay me; you will 
therefore explain it somewhat further to me. 

I have never claimed the rii^lu of preemption by virtue of 
authority but by virtue of the contract made wuh (irrrit dc reus 
or those offered to them after the expiration of their leases and 1 
insist that all the grain and other products must ,Ljet hito the hands 
of the patroon or his a,i;ents,"*' in order to conduct tlic sale and 
shipment in an orderly manner. 

That 1 give cause for a i^ood deal of discontent by words used 
in my letter sen' by den cyckcn boom has no four.dation, for, 
aside from the fact that such words are WTitten to my commis- 
'^ioners who nuist treat them with discretion and silence, they were 
written in great fairness and justness. How could those who re- 
fuse to pay what they owe me under contract, constrain me to 
j^rant what I neither owe them nor have promised them, especially 
those who if they know where to get but one penny more for their 
goods pass by my agents. and my goods, as they do frequently? 
What I do in these matters is more a question of favor than of 
contract or promise; let them show mc any sign of either. And 
that they threaten me with leaving, proceeds from impudence; let 
them fulfil what they have promised and when they have done 
that, they niay request permission to leave; even if there were some 
25 of those threateners less, things would go all the better, but 
still that does not give them consent from me to leave and they 
would be forced to account if they had means, for who of those 
threateners brought anything with him and who has not had it 
better in the colony than at the place which he left ? 

I wtsli that I knew the names of those impertinent fellows in- 
dividually, I could then regulate this matter better. Therefore, 
in the future, do not advise me of general but of specific matters 
with the names of the persons, their claims and the reasons that 
may be advanced to the contrary. I shall some day when I have 
sufficient documents call in a higher and stronger hand, who will 

^ Committcnte : constituents, i>rincii>als. The term is used here and in other places 
erroneottdy in tlie tense of agenti. 
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then no dotiht inako an cxaniplc <>f sdiiic of them. If Ihcv liant^ 
together, try tc -rjiaratc tlu'iii. and pick out the hellwethers, count 
tlieni ;// hhinco '' and piocee I ai^ain^t them according' to each one's 
deserts, for it is not iny intention to do any one an injustice. That 
tile ^'^(Mxls are i)nrcliasc'd ti><> hii^li and that had faith is practised 
m the matter of the invoice is cahnnny on tlieir part and wrongly 
alle^^ed hy you; if any one has said such a thini;, it is your cxj)ress 
duty to hriui^ him hefore the court to make him furnish proof or 
keep (juiet : it can not he done hy mere talk. That all imrdiases 
should he at the same i)rice. that even tlie times .-ihoulil cause no 
chanj^e therein, is luircasonablc and impracticable. As far as 1 am 
concerned. I buy with ready money and I even give commis- 
sion to buy at first hand and never placed a fixed price on any 
goods;-"* }'our honor docs very wrong in reporting this matter to 
me without namin^j^ the man who says so, what is more, without 
even making coni])laint thereof against him, for I have no one 
nearer than yourself. Inirthermore, I am not homul to do it*^ 
unless it were for rycr Stoffclsscn. the smith, who has contracted 
with nie alx)ut it an<l on such basis, hut of any such contracts with 
others 1 know nothing. Such people do notliinj^ but slander their 
voluntary benefactor whereby they will close his hand and then 
feel to what a state they have brought themselves. Whereas I 
have been inclined to have a large number of people in my colony, 
I become disgusted with k, seeing that the greater the amount the 
worse the bargain and the better I regulate ever3rthing the more 
every one looks out for himself, from which disorder proceeds. 
If the people make one another believe that the sending of the 
goods and the fixing of the prices at 5^* above the invoice price is 
stipulated by contract, they are far from right, as must appear 
from the contracts. I have not taken such things upon me ; I have 
indeed followed the aistom as to borrowed money but not as to the 
goods, of which I can regulate the profit as I please.' Should I 
have to bind myself also as to the prices where the West India 
Company tries to charge me for freight and duties three times as 
much as I owe tliem? The rights which the Company promised 
me would first have to be settled with their director or with them- 

ti-lt hiicr in hlitiicho. 

CH lit'hhc nuijt ccntcli govt accar^ccrt. 
■*To furnish goods at so7r above the purchase price? 
• Slji»ultl prohahly Ik* S"''. 

- smIcx hcbhi: jck noyi tot mi/nen U>.itc ncnomcn maer wel ccn Cosluyme om het 
geleende gelt maer niet ie goedercn Hat ware mifn vrijevnUi^c beneHtie. 
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selves before my people, whom T liave promised nothing, would 
have a right to open their moutlis against me. They argue from 
false maxims and principles; and in order that you may know of 
everything, you must make copies of everything and act upon 
writtiMi documents and not upon oral statements. 

It is surprising that you write me again in a i^encra! way in re- 
gard to Piter Cornelisscn, that he tries to cHstort my writinj^s; 
some day take up a special point, intro luce it in proper form in the 
council and sec whether the conclusion of the entire council or of • 
the majority of the votes will be in his favor or put him in the 
wrong, and notify me of the actions of those who behave badly, 
making public protest against them, for your honor knows what is 
right and what is not right. The reason that your honor can not 
force the removal of hrocr CorncHs from the council is that they 
might seek to degrade yours-elf, as it would be exceeding your in- 
structions in case they uph*.ld [him] f therefore use caution, prefer 
your charges in writing if they sustain [him], let them properly 
debate and conclude and send me the decision with advice as to 
those who judge with partiality ; you have done well in so far as 
you have maintained the true sense and meaning of my instruc- 
tions, in which I shall also support your honor to the utmost when 
I know the true state of the case and whereupon every point turns, 
for in dealing with matters at large no solution can be found. 
Therefore, some time, j^et hold of somebody who proposes such 
wanton impertinence and insults or slanders and proceed against 
him as stated above; you will then learn what I shall do therein if 
the matter duly merits it and is of any consequence and what 
thanks and benefit you will derive therefrom, especially if you 
follow exactly the oath wliicli you have taken ant! kecj) yourself 
free from censure, for one who is Ljiiilty ]iini>clf lias no rii^Hit to 
accuse atiN' one cl^e. no rii-lit whatever even though it were a con- 
trary ff ctitirciv (lirtVrent accu alion, 

T liavv no advicf that Curler was to pay l.nfuitit' fjo a month, 
nor can 1 un^kT^-tand why he ^h<>u! 1 do so ht fon- liis term lias ex- 
j)iri'tl. and tiurcaftcr I <'o n»'t kivuv what the "ilijoct is. J rcco.Cf- 
nize no improvement^ hui those whicli take place with m\' consent 
and timely kiu?wled,ije hv forehand. 1 cnn-ent that von estal)Iish 
your faim at the south end of thc West Island, where brant pcclcn 

•That Is, they miitht seek tn rrinnvc yoa from nflicr, M yon would Mcccd your 

p«nM r'i ill ri iii.»\itie Ihimt (■|>riu'1i>< fr.itii ilio ("tiiii il ruiitrnry ti> tin* 'Ifiisii mi i>f thC 
cuurt. inNtcail of. in your cajiacily as iiroscculinfi onkcr, nurcly bringing charge! 
against him ati<l abiding by the decision of thc court. 
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lives. In that way you will be within easy reach and near tlie 
church neighborhood.* The island contains in all 136 measured 
morgens, according to the measurement of the surveyor Crcijn 
fredrkkscn, and I hope that this winter you will have foimil better 
accommodations than the precedinj^. Your principal fault has been 
that you have wanted to prevail over corlcr and that you have 
gone ahead too independently v.\ sonic matters without rcco^nizin*; 
his proper rank, consisting not in that he is my cousin l)ut in liis 
representative character'"* according to his previons instructions. 
Again, he writes nic m a general way tliat otlicrs liave to a useless 
degree uliat lliiir heait^ (lr>ire and their mouths crave; if tliere is 
any supeiiluily or useless exi)ensc', advise me of it, I have no 
knowledge of it. It is your duty to seek luy advantage and protect 
me against loss; seek a remedy and if they will not apjily it, pro- 
test and advise, even if it be against arcnt and the whole couticil, 
but riglit fully and without passion and in course of time your 
service will exceed tliat of all others and give me more chance for 
taking favorable notice of you. Yon can learn the lueasurc of 
their duty and power from their commissio:i as they can yours; 
keep them to their duty an<l perform yotir^. hni each in his own 
sphere, you as prosecutor and they a^ arhiter> or judges. It they 
arbitrate or decide unjustly, send me the documents. What dis- 
pleases mc most in you and wJiat is quite the contrary of n'hat I 
had expected of you is that you brin;^ forward a i:^reat nian\) 
charges and do not sJioic lue a single legal procedure against any 
of them, ft)}- legal practice does not consist of discourses or H'ords 
but of ftnnial and judicial actiofis and procedures.'^ 

If there is any one who injure^ or wrongs luy person or goods, 
investigate wlio the man is, make him own up, force him to show 
proof and convict him according to law. If \(»u lack di>cuments, 
write me and I will send them. Vov I know myself innocent in 
everything and all things and seek to wrong no one, so that you 
may without hesitation defend m> riidits. Those fonnal excuses 
not to challenge any one's knowletl^^e or to hurt any one in his 
station are unnecessary if your actions proceed from an honest 
heart, influenced not by ambition but by a desire to remedy, for 
the saying Rectafaciendo ucmiuem Timca^ ought to be the motto 
constantly before all officers. You have clearly pointed out [the 

* den kcrckc buijrte. 

•# gecnt hi) repretenteerdc ; liicr.Tlly. wtiat In- represented, referring to the oflioe ©f 

diri-ctor wliieli lin<l tn-t yet been filled. Cf. p. 64J. 
« Underlined in Letter Book. 
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mistake], which I am also anxious to remedy and which I have 
felt in the losses suffered by me though I have received no books 
or accounts covering the subject, namely, of using so many perish- 
able boards which will cost nearly as much as hard and permanent 
bricks; consequently, tliat I have urgent need of a good brick- 
maker. If I hear of any one from your honor's parents I shall 
devise such means in the matter that it will not be without profit 
to you but to accept everything indefinitely as to number, quality 
and prices as the Company does, does not seem advisable to me; 
I can not follow in their footsteps. I have tried for a long time 
to get one and if I succeed, I shall take care of your profit in the 
matter also; and while I am on this subject, now that Pieter 
Comclissen has accepted my conditions, his subtlety should be 
carefully watched that he does not cheat me or burden me by 
furnishing a superfluous number of boards. I ought to get along 
yearly with my portion without buying from him. Advise hereof 
also others to whom the care of this matter is committed, not for 
the sake of the honor of each one's respective charge, but for my 
best interest If you can suggest any improvements to my ad- 
vantage in what others do, propose it to them; if they follow you, 
you may expect thanks from me; if not, serve notice where it 
belongs, and if they do not follow your advice then, you i)ut me 
under obligations to promote you and you also condemn their in- 
capacity. Your instructions give you power, not to compel obedi- 
ence but only to make representations in my interest and the words 
in your oath, to seek in everything my advantage and to protect me 
from loss^ give you the power and make it your duty ; but the en- 
forcement of your pi"iK)sals is not entrusted to your honor. Your 
power consists in making roi)rc>cntations and in case of refusal in 
protesting; if you ha<l been satisfied with tiiis from the beginning, 
you would liavc put nie un ler greater obligations, convinced iheni 
[of tbcir incapacity?] in case of refusal and shown yourself 
capable of executing what others refuse; I am not witiunit sus- 
picion that you have indulgiM] anibiti<»u too much, fnuu which 
nuuh harm has come to your and my damage: he who goes slowly 
gels farther liian he who runs fast. 

As to a cliarcoal burner, I know not whore I could L;et one nor 
can 1 understand how a sini^dc smith could u^o •^o much coal as a 
charcoal burner would make in a year. Confer with Kcyer, the 

vUnderUncd la L#lf«r Botk, 
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smith, without revealing your plan to him/ as to whether he could 
get along with such coal and about the quantity and the price for 
which he would agree to take it. I shall inquire then more closely 
in regard to this matter of the coal carriers here and it being ad- 
vantageous shall have your profit in view. Your advice as to the 
brewing of beer came too late, as Evert pels had contracted with 
me. As to the sawmill and the grist-mill, as they must be managed 
these four years by me or by my order. l>irtcr Cornelisscn having 
had the management for the first four years, it ought to be 
arranged in this way, in order to have no disi)iUe about the price of 
the boards, that I shall furni>li him in niv lime as many hoards as 
he furnished me in his time, wliieh he mav >ell to hest advantage or 
deliver to me if 1 need them at the price fixed in the new coniract 
coneerninj^ the two mills; and as to the euttini,' of tlie woocl, the 
hauliii"^'- to the mill and the sawinj^ of the hoard>. the price of each 
must he tixed separately, either hy hid'^ [.i^iviuL; the work to the 
»)nej who will lake it at the lowe>t price, or hy yearly waives, 
accordinjj;^ a> is most protilahle to me. . About the j^rindinj; of j^rain 
an ordinance mu>t be parsed, with a tine for the miller if he does 
not comply w ith the ordinatice. A price mu>t be ^et f"»r the i^^rind- 
ini; and the same be divided into three i)arts. a third for the 
patr<Min. a third f«»r the mill and a third for the milK'r, but if the 
miller >hould not be able to net alou^^ with the third in credit."* 
a certain mea>ure of meal or Lorain of each mudile mi-^ht be 
granted him. and in order that the mill rni^ht pay bettt r. it would 
be well not to allow any un,i;rMU!i 1 grain to be carried out of the 
colony, which ougiit to be duly >een to. Of these two thini^s, 
natiii'ly the .?</7i' and r/jr/-Mn7/, / ^i^ii-c yon duriiij^ the aforesaid 
years the entire disf'osal, because you f^rof'osed it to me first ; hiK^-- 
ever, you must do nothing Mthout the kno^dedjie of the council, 
the final decision, such as- yon will care to be res/>ousihle for to we 
or to my contmissioners,^* resting with you. And herein J shall test 
your flower of management, namely, by seeing /ioti' far this proi*es 
profitable to me, and in order that you may act with the more 
energy, I grant you the following emoluments: first in the (jrind- 
ing of grain, half of the abo7'e mentioned f^atrium's third f^art : 
and just as in the case of the grain, so of the tenth of the hoards 
that I am to receive, I grant you half, that is e^rry tjcentieth board, 

* in getts wecrJc; liUrally, in nnnu-y value, nuaniiiK proliahly in goods to ttic amount 
ol one third of the charge for ftrinding. 

• gtCommitteerde, 
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provided that due account is rendered of the other half of the 
boards as well as of the above mentioned charges for grinding by 
mnd or water,*^ Herein is not included the sawmill of Pieter 
Comelissen, about which I have made other arrangements; if you 
acquit yourself well in this matter I shall be mindful of further 
benefits for yourself. The administration, of which you write that 
I have divided it into seven parts, has reference only to judicial 
and criminal matters between individuals, since matters relating to 
my prerogative belonj; proji^i 1} to such persons as are especially 
charged with any matter and in general to the management of the 
commissioners of the patroon to the exclusion of the four 
councilors who arc not commissioners," and by virtue of your 
honor's special instructions, as also by virtue of the clause con- 
tained in your oath, in everything to j)r()tecl ine from loss and to 
seek my advantage, you have genera! power of projxisition if the 
same matter^ liave not already ht-en proposed by the coninii^>ioners, 
by the council or by private individuals, ^'ou have the care but 
also the fees of one thing and another for your office extends to 
and includes, so long as nothing .si)ccial is done \\\ the matter, the 
jxtwers of a ti>cal or prosecutor as to all nialters that injure the 
|)alroon, whether in his person, in his riijhts or in his proht and 
gain. Pictcr Come has no iimrr power in the matter than my 
documents give him, the interi)rc-tation of which <loc> not belong 
to him but to nu; , for the re-^t mention no more what i)eo|)le have 
to say. for it i> childi>li to pe>ter me therewith; thiiiiis are put in 
writing to kill all assertion ami contradicti« hi. therefore, let him 
who has anything to say prove it by contracts or | ^nnie document 
under I my hand, the rc>t is l)Ut cackle a»id u->eles> talk. If all 
words and disci >iH*ses wer(; contract^, and that even on the rei)ort 
of one side [only J. work woul 1 never be done. As to my com- 
plaint that the people there work so little, would it be right it 1 
were content with that and if I let them off when they (K» but half 
the work? Each servant nujst sati-^fy his master who commands 
him, the work being left not to the discretion of the servant but to 
the discretion of the master whom he must satisfy and oljcy, and 
those who would like to <lo but half the work, should also re- 

Underlined in Lr/frr Book. 
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sijm tot cfiiiii'' tii»K''» tii-it'-riiiyci'- trr .'.rrctw :,nt,i,- i:. ('"mmittecrde vand^H foinon 
geexcludeert van 4 raeden die geene gcComuuHCirdc en. sxjn. 
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ceivc but liali the pay and also cat but half as uuich ; if one slu>ukl 
compare the work of the farmers in the I't'/Hat '- with the work 
there, 1 take it that [he would find that] most of the cacklcrs do 
but half as much work. That all grave complaints of great im- 
portance mu^t he made after communicating and atlvising with the 
commissioners is not with a view to curtailing the power of the 
officer but in order to prepare the work better. Coming now to 
the administration of the law, if the commissioners have refused 
to entertain any of your complaints, protest against it and send the 
complaints to me, for the rest it is but Lucifer's strife. It is an 
outrageous thing that the farmers in oriler to defraud an<l cheat 
their lord themselves, refuse to take the oath for their servants, 
alkgiug the knavery of their servants as the objection to their 
oatli, when as a matter of fact their only purpose is to keep open 
the opportunity for their own deceit under cover of the knavery 
of the servants whom they do not wish nor dare to punish as they 
are guilty themselves, perhaps of more than they charge their ser- 
vants with. It would be outrageous if the master had to take an 
absolute oath for his servant; such is not the. intention of the 
patroon, the oath requested being absolute, it is true, as far as they 
themselves are concerned, but with regard to their servants and 
family reaching no fartlier than it is possible for tiiem to go nor 
beyand what comes to their knowledge, for otherwise [it is un- 
lawful and] under cover of their servants they themselves commit 
the greatest fraud. I request therefore that they shall take such 
oath; by refusing, they will make me suspicious of fraud and be 
guilty of pure rashness and disobedience. And if you have no 
basis or argument by which to defend this oath from a legal point 
of view, I will send you sufficient opinions of jurists, and when you 
have sufficient arguments, convince {hem and make protest against 
the unwilling. To find a man who should have absolute power to 
direct has never been and will never be my intention and 
[although] there are some countries where the sovereigns them- 
selves have such power, in all well regiUated governments dis- 
tinction is made, some persons having charge of justice, others of 
government, others of military matters and others of conuncrce; 
that too is my intention exactly. Justice, consisting of well defined 
rights, I have assigned to the three commissioners and the fotnr 
councilors of whom the officer occupies the first place in making 
complaints and propositions, as said several times. Government, 

o Nordiwcateni put of the prntinc^ of Gdderlaad. 
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having its origin in the paternal powers of parents over their 
children, I have assigned to the three commissioners of the patroon 
to the exclusion of the four other councilors, who have nothing to 
say about it, unless the first, having difficulty in solving some im- 
portant matter, wish to call the four to their aid; of these three 
Arent van Corler occupies the first place ; their duties concern the 
rights of the patroon, his special profits and the affairs of the 
country [colony] in general, as for example, to turn from a less 
important to a more important instance, the States of Holland 
have business distinct from the courts of justice, so that the busi- 
ness of the three commissioners is quite different from that of the 
seven, among whom are included the four councilors as explained 
above. The military, as long as it is unnecessary (or if unduly 
strong, when you can not do without it), I consider as having no 
foundation in the law of God, and only the greatest need must 
call for it. Commerce I have committed to those to whom I send 
my goods. From none of these is the officer excluded but, as said 
repeatedly, his fluty to protect me from loss and to seek my ad- 
vantage gives hini the power to make representations and com- 
plaints, nothing that atYccts my rights and profits excepted. The 
minutes whicii you mention would atTord mc great relief; if 
sending does n(;t rest al)soUitcly with you, I recommend you to 
take pains to procure them. Copies of matters which concern you 
can nt)t he refused you, at least you could liave given mc some 
idea as to the suhstance. By commission you surely have the 
right to exercise tlie powers of chief otlicer' ' if necessity demands 
it; and if not re([uired you have no business to do so, utdess it be 
again Lucifer's strife. Vou ought to know l)etter than to think 
that I would write such things to /"" Coniclissc; if necessity 
requires to constrain him, he may see what exception he can find, 
lie will then find the authority over him al>solute enough. I am 
trying to get a man for your assistance; no one who has any 
abilitv will accept the trruH. so that one can induce none hut rough 
fellows'^ thereto. One has been recommended to me and has also 
called on me, but I am very much in doubt and fear that he will 
cause more disorder than order, being a rough and strong fellow 
who would be quite serviceable to you if he were disciplined a little 
better. If I should accept him and he di^r.licy you or rebel against 
you, or give offense by drunkenness or other scandalous living you 

*» hoofd-^Keier; ice p. aSj. 
^rufgg gotten. 
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may send him back al once as he must stand under your absolute 
control. I am ahiiost tliinking of asking some of the negroes 
(with consent of the honorable Director kicft) or even to employ 
for your assi^LaiKc some Indian of good cuurage and obedience 
who could then also be of service to you in other things. The 
management must be in your hands and these people nmst be used 
almost as brute forces against malevolents. One should be 
enough, for justice must be executed not by force but by intelli- 
gence. I also want you to con>ider whether or not some one in 
the colony, who has become so deeply indebted to me that there 
is no appearance of his ever being able to pay me, could be per- 
suaded or conunanded to take that office. // is not proper for you 
and you far c.vcrcd your bound cn duty i)i criticising tny adminis- 
tration and this once )norc on slanderous statements that I am 
sending informers into the country and that I place a confidence 
in them that is both blind and deaf}'' Surely, you do not increase 
thereby the faith I have in you, but diminish it; no one has a 
right to complain before he suffers. I shall account for my actions 
to those to whom such account is due and be you careful to do as 
mucli for me as I do for you. If it were true that I am not 
watching the least of my officers and agents*** as much as I do the 
highest, I should not be worthy of the name of lord or patroon of 
my colony; a prudent and vigilant captain divides his officers over 
several guardposts, but none of them all would dare to censure 
him that in addition he has some one make the rounds; how much 
less proper is it for you to reproach me witli what you have neither 
been informed of nor felt? Do you not think that the looking 
after my people at such a distant place involves a great deal more 
care and danger for me than if I were near at hand? Should yon 
not rather give proof and taste of your good service and thereby 
confirm tUe faith I have in you, instead of reproachmg, hindering, 
worrying and accusing me at an untimely moment and of pre- 
senting to me your supposed unhappiness? Do you want me to 
trust you whether you do good or wrong, or do you imagine that 
you can do no wrong? For if you can, it is my business to look 
out for it and you must not prescribe the manner in which I shall 
do it When harm is done to you through my action, only then 
is it time to speak; you know no doubt the saying that excuses 

" Underlined in Letter Book. 
*• Committcnten, 
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lead to accusation'^ and that no one ought to accuse or to excuse 
himself before it is time, also that no one ought to praise or blame 
himself but that the works must crown the master; this is enough 
about this matter; do well, fear no one. 

The greatest and most important reason for help I consider the 
necessity of keeping the traders from outside out of the colony and 
of preventing communication with them except in the manner set 
forth in the sixth article of your instructions, for many private 
individuals are already going thither from here mainly for that 
purpose; therefore, because you lay so much stress on the objection 
of die farmers to take the oath for their servants, I beg of you to 
consider with sober judgment whether this is not calculated to raise 
more suspicion of wrong than I could give you by sending thither 
some informers; to be frank,^^ the object of all New Netherland 
traders is, indirectly, to destroy the privilege of the fur trade which 
belongs to me and which costs me dear enough and to use my agents 
whom I must support as cat's-paws to rake the chestnuts out of 
the fire. Therefore the only way by which you can seek my ad- 
vantage and yours is by discovering the pretexts which are used in 
the name of the West India Company and by preventing the frauds 
with my inhabitants, masters or servants, ivhomcvcr it may be, and 
it is for that reason that I have taken it so ill that {prejudicial to 
this object) you had planned your farm so far away, at the extreme 
cnd,^ therefore, sometime in the future let me know what progress 
you have made herein ; and as to Corler, whmn yuur lionor wants 
to convince nie thai 1 have appointed as director, that is not true, 
for to represent sonielx'dy in case of need i.^ (piitc different from 
being at all times the man liimself. What I havf dnnc, I have dune 
to forestall all amhition and t«» preserve my cun right of disposal, 
for I have written several timo that 1 keej) tlu- directurshij) open; 
nor shall I lii^htly di'^pMsc ,,f it ciiiu-r. unK>-> I he better informed 
and have other proof, and if. in o]»p<isition to you, pieter Corn'' has 
in this sense understood the chief ofHcershij) his contenlinii i< closer 
to your instructions than your o])inion, for according to your opinion, 
I should have no riiL(ht to a|)p')int another director over the colony, 
or take another chief officer, except after di^char^in'^ Corler in the 
one [capacity] and you in the other. 1 have conferred this rci)re- 
sentative cliaractcr on you both in case o£ need, in order that no 

^'exauoHe aceusolit preporttrtnt el the French proverb: Qui s'excuse. s'acruse. 
^em tnalcanderen geen wasse ft^use am to setttn; literally not to put wax noses 
on c«di other, i. e. not to deceive each other. 
» Underlined in U%t*r Book. 
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one could in any way plead exception, but I have not absolutely 
committed myself as to [the appointments] ; also, as I have said, 
to represent some one is not to be the man himself. I do not know 
w liy on the one side you lay before me the dispute of Comelissen 
&nd on the other settle that of Corler; you would have done well 
to take the matter as it is, at all events, [in mentioning it] to me 
who know better. / say frankly, if your desire inclines to high 
oiRce, your eiforts will be directed more tozvard your own advance' 
tnent than toward my advantage. Hoivcvcr, I trust that you wHl 
observe your oath, my instructions and advices; but time will show. 
They arc nothing but spiteful zvords ivhich you use about hating 
and liking; you should first have proof thereof. If you have im- 
agined that you can extort the directorship from me, you icill he 
much deceived, for that is not the leay to net it. Do you think also 
that you had reason to break off your lust ii Iter so abruptlx because 
you reeeixed no letter from me: furthermore, to shoie }ne ;;/v duty 
to write i)i (jnod time? If you luid :eritteii in good titne on the lOth 
of June j6 {2, and not put it off till the 21st, I should not have had 
to content myself leith a /Vrc lines, for a lehole year; as time slipped 
a:eay frotn me on Pinkster day, wlum the 7eind began to bJow and 
the sa)ne day D*^" Megopolcnsis 7eas urged'-^^ to sail fur ihc Tcxol, 
you have been without letter also. Was tiie inemoranduni sent l)y 
Megapolensis not a<l(lresse<l to your h(uior also, in which in ad- 
dition to your instrucli'ins and commission you should find sufficient 
material and topics tliat repurts there* )n ought to fill many pages 
and give you plenty of work of which I ought to hear the effect? 
If you act Contrary to me. 1 can not help it; I mean it well with 
you, l)ut you will have to a<iju>t your>eIf to me. and not I to you, 
though I am -^lad ti» hear of ohjrctious. if the\- are made with 
reason, without passion, wilhonl amhitiou. au<l without seltishness. 
Your honor's goods sent hy your father I have forwarded an«l sent 
over as my own; I hope that later they riMched you safely. Here- 
with goes another froni yonr father which 1 received today, being 
the I3tli of ATarch. If my letter is somewhat prolix and badly 
arranged, it is l)ecause I have for four days been many times inter- 
rupted and have not been able to make good connections between 
the parts. Vale. 

••Underlined in Letter Book. 
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Kiliaen van RensselMr to Johannes Megapolensts^ 

March 1$, 1643 

Johannes mcgapoknsis, in the colony of Renssclacrswyck 

13 March 1643, Amsterdam 
Pastor of Jesus Christ hi my colony. Passing by your reverence's 
letter dated 14 June 1642 from tlie Texcl, pausing at that of the 
8th of August following from l-'ort Amsterdam at the manhatans 
and sitting down to that of the 19th of August from the colony of 
Rensselacrswyck, I shall take advantage of this extraordinary op- 
portunity^ and reply to one and all. On the i6th of J"l> . t\\ o 
days after your reverence sailed, I had the fiooo insured; I paid 
the premium of f5o and lia\o the policy in my possession. I 
received the list of the pco])lc tliat went over; the drunken fellow 
who fell in the mud will no doubt have dried on the way and he 
had a profitable fall if together witli the dirt and mud he rid him- 
self of the evil of drunkenness. 

We did not fail to join our daily prayers with yours, nor do we 
fail to continue therein, hoping that as the Lord our God has been 
your leader and given you a happy and speedy voyage, he will 
also bless the purpose which I thereby have in mind, extending 
His blessing over yourself, your wife and family, especially to make 
your reverence a blessed instrument in His service to establish there 
a church and community both among the Christians and the blind 
.heathen; for the Christians, that they may see the day of their 
holy baptism and confession and practise righteousness more an J 
more; for the heathen who live among and about us, that their 
stony hearts may be softencJ, their blind eyes opened and their 
deaf ears unstopped by the power of the Holy Ghost, in order that 
they may see and understand the wonders of His law, recognize 
their sins and His grace and that they may be brought to the fold 
of Jesus Christ and go among ether heathen bringing forth righteous 
fruits of confession and gratitude. Amen. 

I have been exceedingly glad about your speedy and happy voyage, 
the journal of which I communicated to several brethren of the 
consistory, particularly to Laurcntiu:^ an<l Wittczrongcliu^ who 

" y. R. p. yfss. I rlfrr Ponk, {.j~zh. 

^ dccse fxlraordtmiric onasic; referring to the ship den swarten racvcn sent out by 
private prrsons. See p. 656, 663. 

"Jacobus I.aurcntius, born .nTmnt <Vu-<\ in 

** Petrus Wittewrongel, born about 1609, died in 1664. 
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send your reverence hearty greetings, the latter especially renewing 
them again the day before yesterday. I noticed what your reverence 
did at the manhatans and your diligence in reaching the place of 
your destination, also your opinion as to the excellence of the 
country and the faults of the inhabitants who are to be pitied and 
made better. The Lord our God will not fail to bless the good 
example, good manners, work in season and out of season, diligent 
prayers and continuous patience. If it does not show much in the 
beginning, the Lord will cuown the end ; His word will not be spoken 
in vain or return unto Him void. 

The affidavit concerning your reverence's service on board is in 
my possession but your best chances of success do not lie in work- 
ing through me, as your reverence knows from experience while 
here; if any one of your family comes here, I shall try to instruct 
him and consider with him how we can best set about it I fear 
that it will turn out like the case of the farmer's discretion about 
which you told us here. I should be especially pleased to hear that 
your reverence had found freedom and comfort in a suitable house 
according to the situation of the country. It is a pity that the 
carpenter from Lcyden^ behaved so badly, having left his wife and 
shamefully deceived me by saying that he was a widower. The 
poor woman whom he left here in great ix)verty with two small 
children complains to me daily. Would that God might touch his 
heart, so that he would change his conduct, leave off drinking and 
work diligently; he could then prosper so much that he could have 
his wife and children come over or at least send them some of his 
savings. If admonition does not help, communicate the matter to 
the (rflicer and council, urging them to show him that he is in a place 
where godless people can be punished by such means as seem most 
suitable to them, for there is no lack of such means if they are 
willing and unitcfl. If he is an example of vice, a man who leaves 
his wife and children, lives a godless, reckless, drunken and lazy 
life, let him be punished as an example; but if your reverence can 
gain anything by words and admonition, such punishment is unnec- 
essary. I am advised ])y others also about the expensive hovjse of 
A rent 7'an Corlcr: tell him in iny name that I know it and that he 
must remedy it. Tic nnist not kecji the pace of Director kicft, 
which I can not follow. Represent to him that as he has my favi»r 

» Pro! n'tly Jan TctinJsT: v.td T rv 1< n, who sailed by den Coninck David. Cf. state- 
ment about Jan Cornelisscn in van Curler's letter to the patroon, June x6, 1643, 
0*Callagliaii, History of Ntw Netherland, 1:4$8. 
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he ought to retain it ; that he need not spare the people at my 
expense and tliat lie must not wait lon.^ l)cfnre sending over my 
books and acconnts. He puts a heavy load and responsibility npon 
himself these many years, dnrinr' which 1 have not seen what profit 
has been made on my goods and how they have been distributed 
and managed, and makes me fear cxcordingly that hr may have 
done many thint^s contrary to my advantage and will, whereas if 
I had had the books and accounts, I might have made other arrange- 
ments in time which might now come too late. Exhort the officer 
also in my name to be humble, for he shows many signs of ambition. 
Do not hesitate in private conversation to tell him of his faults and 
others of theirs; you will thereby keep your conscience clear, render 
an agreeable service to God and duly perform your duty, and I 
trust that your reverence shall manage things so prudently that 
their respective offices shall not lose in dignity. I am pleased to 
hear that Director kieft received my present gratefully, which he 
also gave me to understand in his letter. What your reverence 
heard further about him must be accepted with caution; on the one 
hand your reverence may have been misinformed: on the other 
there is a great deal of jealousy encouraged by his principals beyond 
what might otherwise be expected from common characters 26 so 
that the experience will no doubt have made you wiser. Confer 
some time with Antonie de hooge, who spent winter before last at 
the Manhatans, and extract the quintessence of his discourse. I 
imagine that the substance will not be favorable to the colony and 
that under a polite pretext it will serve to prepare for unfavorable 
judgment; for instance I take it that hroer Comelis is the best man 
in his judgment, while in my opinion he is the worst one I have. 
That you do not find the people in the colony what we should both 
like them to be is apparently and without doubt due to the luxurious- 
ness of the country," the small number of people (for people 
usually fear more the opinions of others than the penetrating eye of 
the Lord), lack of a good pastor, the natural tendency towards evil 
and the fact that the best people seldom go so far across the sea. 
All this will give you cause for sorrow and diligence, patience and 
attention, in order with the Lord's blessing to make other people ^ 
out of them. They will try in every way whether they can make 
you connive with them; they will, each with respect to his own 
affairs, know how to bring a great many charges against me ; they 

*• meer door syn* principale da<rtoe geanimecrt, aU anderssins gemene nature wet 
eygem is. 
* itHetnHt vant lant 
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will bring up wronj^' principles and niako every effort to benefit 
themselves and to ebeat me. Their wiliinj; offer of the tithes the 
very first day is not for my benefit but for yours in order to gain 
your favor; I have now tried it for many years but have discovered 
few i)eople that have any conscience, though there arc still some 
who I think are conscientious and if my opinion agreed with yours 
it would be a great touchstone of truth. I do not care for w(^rds, 
the deed must follow; those who do the finest talking before our 
faces are the very ones who stir up others l)chind pur backs, so 
that I pray the Lord to grant you the spirit of wisdom and of 
prudence and discernment. As for myself I desire what is fair 
and just and what they have promised mc by contracts and by word 
of mouth. With the papists they want to appeal to tradition and 
oral promises, which is all useless, for just because words are for- 
gotten or can be twisted written instruments are made. As to the 
written instruments, they want to accept what serves tlicir purpose 
and pass by the rest ; they want to interpret them to their own 
advantage and to the disad\ ai^tage of the person to whom the 
interpretation lielongs. I shall close this matter knowing that you 
have already had experience thereof. I am glad to hear that you 
secured lucas Smith from bogardus; let me know whether it was 
worth while and what testimony is given of him by dominc ho^^ardxis. 
While referring to the manhatans, as to the statements of kicft, let 
me know sometime what Corler has done to the people who married 
there about collecting the money advanced by me and the amount 
of their board and about their stipulated service. I can not readily 
believe that most the inhabitants of the colony are poor; their 
drunkenness and laziness prepares the way thereto, but I take it 
that as a rule they are better oflF than those at the manhatans. But 
if it were true, Corler should be advised thereof so as not to give 
'them too much on credit. The quantity of wine which kieft has 
•sent up the river has helped a good deal to bring this condition ' 
-atbout. It is very necessary for you to urge that an ordinance be 
issued against excessive importation of wine and liquor into the 
colony, which cause the people not only, contrary to God's law, to 
^ burden their consciences, to renf!er their persons unfit for work, 
to waste their time and to squander their money, but also and finally 
-to resort to evil practices in order to pay for them and ultimately 
to become too poor to reimburse the patroon for what they owe 
him and what he has lent and debited to them in the way of board 
^nd clothing, so tbat they are forced to produce strange exceptions 
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and ari^iinients for, according to tlic sayinj;, an empty purse makes 
a dcspt-rate miiul.-^ And as to vandcrdonck, I am surprised; if 
what you write me that you heard kicjt say were true and not said 
in passion, he wouM not he worthy to Hve and wouhl be unfit for 
liis otHce. I guess that this must come from broer Cornclis; your 
reverence has a divine right anci it is my bounden duty to God to 
investigate the truth of this statement. He complains that I send 
informers into the country but I make a pretty sharp reply to that. 
I send my letter to him open and enclosed in yours; you can say to 
liim that 1 do this on purpose and that 1 liave understood things 
to be as you write, without mentioning any one's name, and that in 
case it shouUl l)e true I have given you orders not to hand him my 
letter and not to communicate the contents till further orders; this 
will cause him to justify himself or, in case he admits that any of 
these charges are true, to humble himself and reform, in which 
case you will be able to make a deep impression on his conscience. 
If he reforms and a beginning is thus made with the superior 
officers who hold commission from me, the others will begin to 
reflect. Carefully examine my letter to him and read it before you 
hand it to him and if you find the matter suitable you will greatly 
oMij^e him and he will greatly respect and uphold you^; and if 
it will do at all, or if he is innocent or promises to reform, hand 
him the letter, but at all events give him the letter from his father; 
if you do your full duty according to the word of God, whereto 
I shall add my authority, I have no doubt that by the Lord's bless- 
ing we shall make other people out of them even if I should have 
to discharge all those who lead a godless and reckless life and put 
others in their stead whenever the conduct is unmistakable, which 
if it is true that vanderdonck boasts of it, is dearly so in his case. 
(Here I must make a digression.) Having just come from tlie house 
of d' Sotnmerius, whose eldest son has just died and is not yet 
buried and whose son in law is to be installed tomorrow as minister 
at Schage, he charged me though with a sorrowful heart to greet 
you most heartily from him. To return to the manhaians, as to the 
charge that Corler and de Hooges have taken to drinking, it oug^t 
to be carefully investigated whether they have become, one more 
and the other less, completely addicted thereto or whether they drink 
occasionally. 

^matckt ten beroijde burse ooek beroijde tinnen. 

vini fJk^ dr tnecke ComfiaHbtl, gtj gutt hem grootelyckx verMigeeren. <4 » opt 
hpoghste te respecteere, eH maiHteneeren. 



Uiyiiized by Google 



650 



NEW VURK STATE LIBRARY 



'Icll Arcnt van Curler especially lo show yuu in what shaj»c In^ 
accounts an<l books are and whether they are in pro])er order to 
he '^ent In me, for if he delays doin^ this 1 shall make an entirely 
difterenl arrani^a-ment. and tell him that I will not. will not, will 
not, he put otY any longer; [ask himj it he is not ashamed not to 
have sent me any reports or accounts in all these years of the many 
thousands of guilders worth of merchandi>e which 1 have placed 
in his hands; all hi> good deeds can not halance the anxiety and 
delay which he has caused me. lie ought to have done that every 
year and I shall not send anotiier penny's worth of g<3ods until I 
receive accounts and goods in return, even if the whole colonv were 
to rise against him. so serious do I consider this matter. As 
Director kicft told you that the farmers sell their wheat secretly 
at £2 a schepel and cheat nie. and as kicft also writes to me about 
it, I urgently request that his honor's men and mine may jointly 
devise means whereby all vessels which sail up and down the river 
may be inspecte d , ])oth by his and my agents."^^ The Company is 
cheated out of its dues as much as I am cheated out of my profits 
and by helping each other care could be taken that no ve<^e1, with- 
out proper pass from the director at the manliatans^ could sail up 
the river without being confiscated, said vessel upon arriving in the 
colony being obliged to exhibit its pass and to allow its lading to 
be inspected by my agents as well as those of the Company at Fort 
Orange. Coming from above each vessel must also have a pass 
from the Company as well as from me or, with the exception of 
my own goods, be confiscated by the director upon its arrival at the 
manhatans or w herever it is discovered on the way. Let the di- 
rector give orders to that effect to his fiscal and 1 to my officer, 
and also give orders to his soldiers in regard to the exemption, and 
not so much fraud will be practised. Communicate this also to 
Corler and vanderdonck, if they are not impeached, for much de- 
pends on this. I sec also that Arent meanwhile supplies Director 
kieft without receiving payment, yes, even without advising me 
what he has supplied him with. I also hear tliat lie has contributed 
some muddes of wheat toward the erection of the church at the 
manhatans. What orders has he to give away my goods in this 
fashion? I could use them very well for the erection of my own 
church. I hope that it is not true. These young people, like Arent 
and vandcrdonck, do not think at all of my interests, each one 
thinks of his own advancement, especially vandcrdonck. You must 

g§CommiUeerde; - hctc probably intended for conimittn. 
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hold the helm of the vessel till it has started on a good course. 
For all that I have furnished the Company for 12 years I have 
not received a penny aside from the supplies for my people. In 
the year 1640 1 adjusted my accuunts w ith ihem and agreed that 
thereafter all business should be finally settled in that country, 
according; to the enclosed authentic copy whicli I send your rever- 
ence. What has Arcnt done thereupi>n but ju-t as much adjusted 
his accounts witii the director as he sent accuunts to mc.'" He sent 
supplies down from above without receiving goods in return, and 
kicft, wiio is probably too clever for him. calls his attention to 
accounts which are unfuun<led. as the L'onipany a>Us three limes 
more for freights and duties than 1 owe them according to my 
Freedoms. I have complained tu kicft; he say^ that he nmst fol- 
low the orders of his masters. That is all right as far as his 
orders are concerned, but according to my Free ioms, given me by 
the Company itself and apprcnctl by the States General, of which 
vandcrdonck has an authentic copy, kicft is dire.le 1 I'l maintain 
these Freedoms for nie. Now if he prefers to follow the orders 
from his ma^ters to following lliMse of the States ( leneral, let us 
settle that (piestion here in this ctuiUry. 1 will not pay them there 
what ought to be settle^l here an l have decide 1 that I do not want 
to have any mercliantal)le grain an l other goo Is furnishe l there 
to Directfir kicft in ])aymeiU of di>puted freight charge^. <lnties, 
etc. But leaving aside the question of freight charges and duties, 
according to instruction.^ of the Company he must promptly i>ay 
me in money, in merchandise or in furs for wliat I furnish him. 
T nuist also ])ay him in grain or other gom's for what I receive from 
him and in this way we shall settle accounts. It is intolerable that 
Corlcr should furnish anything to kicft without receiving i)rompt 
payment for it there and it is also against the order of the Com- 
pany to keep open accounts. If kicft waiUs to deduct from my 
grain such freight charges as I owe, I am satisfied; if not, let him 
advise his masters that they must make me pay here. 1 have enougli 
evidence for my defense but do not want any graiu to be furnished 
except upon receiving other goods in return in that country. 'Fins 
point is of the utmost concern to me. 1 hope that Mr kicft will be 
notified of this decision of mine and that I shall not have to run 
after the Company so many years more for payment for my mer- 
chantable grain. Please tell arent that I do not want to have the 

*^wat heeft arent dafrop gcdacn even sooicci als dt-n durt.\lcur gclcquidcert als ntyn 
rekeH getondtn. 
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latest consignments, sent by Hoogcs and your reverence, sold or 
given out except for furs, but as to supplies of stockings and shoes, 
linen and wool, he may sell or give these to the people to whom 
I owe anything or who pay for the same with furs, grain or tobacco, 
for all this giving out on credit docs not suit me. 1 expected a great 
many skins in return for the preceding consignments, as abraham 
staes and Maurits Janscn told me that a great many skins were 
then due to Arcnt and that he liad als<j a great <leal of seawan, to 
which must be added those that were not sent. 1 still have 1400 
skins insured, of which tlic iiiMirance was paid Ion*; ago. Let him 
send these first as soon as tlicre i> a !>liip and advise mc as to the 
quantity which I can expect tliat 1 mav govern myself accordingly 
with the insurance. 1 liad 2 xx) skins insured for the year i('4.V 
hut as hoo'ics rcniained at the M aiihatans during the winter. I have 
returned and canceled [the insurance of J the said 20uo skins, so 
lliat at present the re are only I4rx) skins iu'-ured as aforesaid. Skins 
ought alway> to lie rca«ly at the manhaUius, so as to be sent 
whenever a ship sails. Hereafter many small vessels will come over 
and it t>ught to be seen to that he send some in each. As to the 
debts which Corlcr is said to have contracted at the uiatihatiins and 
which he neglected to j)ay. thi> is a matter of evil consequence. 
Please find out from him how this is. Coming now to your rev- 
erence's experiences in the colony, I would go into this a little 
more fully, but as 1 have this day. the i')th of March, been told 
that the ship will sail from here tomorrow morning early. I shall 
contrary to my intention be obliged to break off, the preceding 
matter liavim^: taken too much of my time. I received the list 
of the conmmtat inn of the tithe-^ by the farmers. The tobacco 
planters an<l others nuist do the same and in the future this must 
be looked after a little more clo<ely, as otherwi>e things go irregu- 
larly. The collecting [<»f the tithe--] of the grain must be care- 
fully managed and I lui^e your reverence to see to it that the 
proceeds may be u^ed in the most profitable way, without nuxing 
them up with other accounts. I was j)lease 1 to hear that you 
tlelivered your first sermon on the 17th of .'\ugu>t last in the store- 
house''- in the presence of alH)Ut 10 > per-on^. The Lcu'd grant 
that their hearts be toucheil and their number increased. I am 
also glad to hear your ojiinion about the country and col(jny, that 
every year great profits may be exjjccted therefrom if things go 
as they ought, and shall expect with much pleasure your advice and 

** packhmjs. 
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counsel as to the manner in which I may reach that point. I shall 
not fail to contribute thereto as much as is in my power and to 
discharge such people as are unserviceable to me if I can get 
better ones. Good people are few and far between and even if 
they are good they are easily corrupted there. If Corlcr should 
leave there, let him settle as many accounts as possible and turn 
over all papers, with an inventory thereof, to Anthonic de hoogcs, 
likewise all the merchandise, charginjj the sai-i dc hooghcs to take 
good care of the latter. But if Corlcr cl(X's not leave, hold tliis 
order back till his dej)arlnre occurs or till I issue another or<ler. 
Every effort ought to be made to stoj) tlie exce^^ive drinking and 
now that there is a public brewer^' 1 hope tliai private hrewing 
will cease. Some regulation might he tuade regarding the beer 
brewed hy him. l)ut a^ he has not taken a brew kettle with him I 
do not know what he is g"ing to do. As to the evil rumors tliat 
Corlcr visits a certain woman in i-"ort ( )range. tliis gives me nuich 
gronn<l for serious reflection. It it is true you can as pastor ad- 
monish him to keep away t'roiu her in order to avoid all scandal 
and. if yon tln'nk it necess.-ir\-, al-o prohil)it it in my name, espcci.-illy 
if tlie substance of the su^picio.i ])rove> true. In the preceding 
pages I have written enough about him, I shall also write him that 
he will learn from you the comi)laints against him and that he 
nuist reform in whatever respect he is delinquent <u he will entirely 
lose my favor and his rej)utation am ^ig h\< friends aiKl crnuitry- 
nien when he comes here, whereas he i^ otherwise on the way to 
honor and profit and a good marriage. It should be impressed 
uj)on him that everything depends ui)oii the luanner in which he 
serves tne. .As to his extravagance in office, he nuist reme ly this 
also; I have written above at length about this; if he fouwd such 
bad practices, he need not follow them. T do not believe that jdcoh 
plaiick was >-o extravagaiU ; the accoiuit which he rendered me floes 
not indicate this .-is he was obligt' 1 to pa\ for hi^ own bo.-inl. so 
that he [Corler] di 1 not fi!i 1 that custom there but made it him- 
self. Tf Corlcr had seiU me my accounts I could see whether the 
yacht wdiich lay idle for s 1 many days wa> charged to lue or not, 
Now I can not tell. Is that not a wretched stale of atTair>? Let 
me know what he gives the people to eat atid where he gets the f<K>d 
and at what price. At the present rate he might con<iuue the^ 
entire revenue of the colony, which is still small. 1 ho]>e that 
.Infhouic de Hoogcs will conduct himself well. What I fear most 
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for him is that he may become addicted to drink, against which 
he must be strongly warned. His sweetheart here, Annekcn Sporom, 
married at Campcu, so that he need not wait for her any longer. 
I have sometimes thought that liis thoughts were too much con- 
centrated on her and that lie likcil the c«»untry less on that account. 
You niij^ht tell him this when there is an Oj)purtunity or have 
somchndy cl^e loll him in order that he may he at ea.>c, and 
especially warn liini t<» ah^tain from strnnjj^ drink and women. I 
understand that he says that he i^ litlk- re'^pecled ; lei him beliave 
well and have patience and he will he advanced in due time. One 
must first sulTer hei'ore one can e;ijoy. I am sorrv that the vine 
shoots died; make some etiort to get a few plants from nuinhataiis 
and to propagate them where you are. You write nie that there 
is plenty of land and animal< to otahlish >ome new farms. I am 
surprised that no peopU- haxi- cme to me from the noordcr quar- 
ticr.^* there have l>een two fr<ini Si-i iiibiigcr lant'^'' hut I have put 
them off till the next ship. If the carpenters could manaij^e it, a 
farmhouse or two might he erected in cfuivenicnt places, in prej)ara- 
tion for the coming of these peo])le. I am glad to hear that the 
lumhcr intended for the ferry house will he used for your dwell- 
ing. I ho|)e that it will he speedily hnilt and that the carixMiter from 
T.eydcn''*' may have rej>ented and reformed. Your recommendation 
as to women for the colony, I follow as well as I can. Several of 
them were detaine 1 at the uninhaiiUis, where thev settled down at 
once. They should he strictly proceeded against in conformitv with 
their contracts and my Freedoms. The farmers from hrcila have 
already "several daughters and hy and hy these will couie in handy. 
Everything can not l>c perfect from the first hut things will improve 
gradn;j11v. Mv chiMren are ^till too yomig and inexperienced to 
send any of them thither, hut 1 lioj»e that this can he done hy and 
hy. .Mi-anw liile I rcrnmnu iid t " \oti to do the he.st vou can hv 
admonition and in-irtu !i..n and especially to slate in vour reply to 
the suggestions made hy me what measures have fullowTd them, 
wlint the results has been an<l what fmther had best be done 
and undertaken; also give me particulars as to the farms which 
could be erected, namely, how many and where room could be 
found for them. Wherewith ending, I commend your reverence 

•* The former name of that fvirt of the present province of North Holland which is 

jlitn.Tto'l rirtrfti of the TJ anfl ll)<" Wiikrr-itKcr 

Zcvcnl>erKcn, or Land van ZcvrnbcrKcn; lor<lslii|> near Rrcda in the |>rovincc of 
North Brabant, embracing the present villages of Zcvenbergvn. Moerdijk and den Hock. 

See note on p. 646. 
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aii'l your wife tn the gracious protccliou of Alniiglity (lOil and send 
you hearty ami friendly jj^rcitiugs fr(»ni us all. that is niy wife and 
my son JohaiDUS, 'd< the otlu-r^ with the exeeplicin ul the smallest 
arc at boarding school out of the city. My nei)he\v U'ontrr 7'(Vi 
TwiUcr three ninntlw aijo married Miss Mana momma; they also 
send you hearty greetings. Vale. 

P. S. I urgently recjuest yon to make a brief summary of the 
contents of this letter and a-> o])|)ortunity olTers show, now to 
Iloofjcs, now to i'orli r and n<!W to •: aiiilrrdinick, what they [shouldj 
have done about this or that, so as to remind them of [their duty], 
for youth is not so tliougliliui as people of more advanced years. 

KUiaen van Rensselaer to Oloff Stevensz^^ 

March 16, 1643 

Oloff Stevensen, in New Netherland at the Manhatans 

This i6th of March, 1643, '^^ Amsterdam 

On account of lack of time I can not write you at length nor 
answer yours of the loth of September last. This will tell you 
briefly that I thank you very much for the accommodations pro- 
vided for my servant Anihonie de hooges. I do not doubt but he 
himself before his departure, or my cousin Arent van Corler after 
his departure paid and settled for everything that he ate or drank. 
I thank you also for the present offered to my daughter Maria; 
that was unnecessary and it is entirely again.st my habit to accept 
any presents. As to what you ask of me, I shall take care that 
your money is well invested according to your suggestions. Send 
your accounts to my nephew W outer van Twiller, who three 
months ago married here a young woman maria Momma, well 
connected and of means. He will collect the money and then I 
shall see to ft that it is profitably invested for you. 

I congratulate you also upon your marriage, which may the 
Lord bless to His glory and to the happiness and contentment of 
both of you. Please to recommend and to urge that the enclosed 
letters, under cover to the Hon. Director Kicft, be sent to the 
cglony by his honor in the safest way and at the earliest oppor- 
tunity. I am not please<l to hear that the trade is spoiled so. Let 
mc know your opinion as to the cause of it ami whether it can not 
be remedied. I fear that the arrival of so many l-'nc^li^hmen will 
later give trouble. The Lord grant that it ma^^ turn out better. 

^Y,R.B.M9», Lttter Book, f.177. 
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Write me your opinion of the colony, in what way you think 
the greatest profit may be derived therefrom, and how the people 
conduct themseh es, especially the officers. I shall keep your ad- 
vice secret, yalc. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Willem KieS^ 
March 16, 1643 

lyUlem Kieft, director in New Netlierland 

This i6th of March 1643, in Amsterdam 
I find that I have several letters from you, among others that of 
the 17th of September 1642. I must answer briefly, as the super- 
cargo of this private vessel in which I have neither goods nor people 
wants to leave tomorrow morning early. I only commend to you 
hereby the forwarding of the enclosed letters to the colony to 
D* Megapolensis, in whose name, as wdll as in my own, I heartily 
thank your honor for the help and assistance given his reverence 
on his arrival and for his voyage up the river; I shall leave the 
principal matters till the sailing of the Company's ship, though it 
is still uncertain not only when it will sail but even whether they 
will send any ship this year. I think they will. The Assembly 
of the XIX will meet in a few days to consider the whole question 
of equipment ; I hope that they will then also establish the free- 
c'oms of New Netlierland on a definite basis. There are many 
heads, and opiniinis differ. Some j:jo on the principle of commerce; 
others. tliDUgh fewer, on the principle of c« >lonizaliun. It is to be 
hoped that these two prineiples may he neither mixcil nor separ- 
ated hut eoinhine<l. .\rc">r<'in!^ l<t niy <M(inii»n tliey will not im- 
prove the first [freedoms I nuuh. if they left the cl:in^e rclatinj^j 
tn enlnnizat i( m in fnree and raided the diilv s"nicwhat on comniercc 
in other quarters the- coutilry there wmuM hy and hy llonrish, which 
is of the greatest importance to me. Thus far, however, I have 
not been able to find out anything about it. My people have thus 
far not observed proper order in the administration but have 
thrown my instructions in a comer and they have mainly studied 
their own benefit and advancement. I hope that the said mega- 
polcnsis by Christian admonition will produce some improvement 
in their conduct and behavior and also cause them to keep in mind 

^y,J(t,B,M*s, Letter book, 1,177. 
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and follow my instructions. In the enclosed letters, which lor 
certain reasons I put under cover addressed to the minister, I 
■ write about various things wliich inust be arranged with your 
honor, especially about proper regulation of the sailing up and down 
of the vessel by which the Company is so shamefully cheated out 
of its dues and I out of my profit and about the freight charges 
and duties which arc in dispute between me and the Company 
and have been referred here for settlement. Merchantable grain 
must be credited there against other merchantable goods and each 
time the balance paid by the one or the other in money, merchant 
dise or furs, about which my cousin arent has been so neglect- 
ful that it is a shame. I hear from others of my people that 12 
lasts of wheat were delivered to your honor but I learn neither 
from Arent nor any one else anything [more] about it It goes 
again in the old way. That I, who bear all the expenses oi my 
people, be paid in accounts for everything that they furnish your 
honor is contrary to the orders of the Company to settle all ac- 
counts there and I do not in the least intend to furnish merchantable 
' grain for the payment of freight and duties for which they charge 
me three tunes as much as I owe them.* If the Company will not 
transport my goods for what I owe them they may leave them and 
force me to send ships myself. But when they have my goods in the 
storehouse, then to fix freight and duties as they please and to make 
me pay them in merchantable grain from my colony is unreason- 
able. On such conditions I do not want to furnish any more and if 
Arent van Corler had understood his business, he would, even ac- 
cording to the orders of the Company, not have furnished wheat 
wildly but for cash or bills of exchange. I do not find that he has 
ever said or done anything against your honor's fixing everything 
to the interests of the Company and in this way I never get a 
penny for all the grain I furnish. The Company knows very well 
that tliey have no right to ask this of me ; therefore, they send an 
order to your honor and you must follow it, but my people ought 
not to have agreed to it nor thereupon to have furnished grain 
wholesale; this ought therefore to be remedied. The rest I must 
postpone till later ; only I can not omit telling you that my nephew 
IVouter van Twitter married here three months ago, a young woman 
of respectable family of means, so that his voyage to New Nether- 
land has had a good result. I understand that your honor intends 
to come over some time this year and I learn from others that 
your honor has some of my merchandise which I bought from 
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lof>cs. If this is so. I shall be glad to give it to your honor at tlic 

most reasonable price. Vale. 

P. S. IVillem Kieft 

The owners of this ship have in the presence of supercargo Wil- 
letn turck promised me to bring me home some cases of fars in 
case your honor has any there from Corler or my people on condi- 
tion that I pay the freight Do me the kindness to send them to 
me with the bill of lading and, if there is time, to advise Arent van 
Corler thereof. I understand that there are brickmakers amongst 
the English on the Fresh River and that Jan Everisen bout gave 
them an order for some bricks. If that succeeded all right and 
if the wages are not too high, I should like to contract with them 
for some hundreds of thousands, as there is fine clay in the colony 
for that purpose. Excuse me that I ask so much of and trouble 
your honor so much."* 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Arent van Curler*® 

March 16, 164$ 

Arcni Van Corler in Now Xcthcrlaiul 

This 16th of March 1643, in Atnstcrtlani 
I am in receipt of ymir IcttcM's of the iSth and 2r)th of August, 
hastily written al the iiuir.luitdiis. to which I can not properly rei»ly 
on accoutit of my aimo\ance that last year you did not send nic 
any acconnts or hook-;, ^^nl make me suspicious. You will learii 
of my (lissati> faction throuL,di Mri^af'cli'usis. as I can write more 
calmly to him about such wroni^^s tlian to vou. ^'ou know that 
since you left the country your father and now lately your uncle 
/'f//(/r.\'y;/ have died aufl \(»u would aKo make me pa'^^ away my 
life williout knowing ■)nci'. in all the vear-> that von have been 
there, how you have a<lmini>tered my property. I have offered 
yon helj) I)Ut you repiv that you can manaqe it alone. T do not 
know what has become of the merchan li'^e wdiich I sent you; T 
do not know what the farms which are tliere cost me; I do not 
know what the Ii'mhi- that you live in cost me; T do not know 
wdiat you have eaten up or L;ivcn away; T do not know whether or 
not you have kept proper record of all tlie consignments; I do not 

The above oo!«t<(rri|it wai written «rt a arparatc tttecc of paper found fn th« L*tter 

P ' Tlmf it !»lniu-< ti> the l<l!(r In llirrcfor Kii ff of Mr»r. i6, 1643, seems evident 
from the heading and from the uccurrvncc of a curresjondinp passage in the letter of 
Mine date to Arent van Corler. 
Py.R.B.Mu» Ltntr Book, (.179. 
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know how my account there stands witli the Company, cxccj^t 
that kicft, of his own accord, charges me on behalf of the Com- 
pany for freiglu three times as min li as I owe and for duty the 
same as others tlioujL;li for 10 years I do not have to pay any con- 
voy charges on goods going thitlier; for the furs coming hither 
however I must pay one guilder here, each time, before I can get 
my skins. F .r this amount you furnish in advance vvlieat from the 
colony, wliich is as if I threw money into tlie water, for if I should 
furnish wheat in payment of such freight charges and duties I 
must be a fool and an idiot You should have referred the duties 
and freight charges to me and not furnished any wheat except 
to settle a debt, for merchandise, furs or hWU of exchange on the 
Company, according to my agreement with the Company of which 
I sent you a copy. Mr kieft knew how to protect the rights of his 
masters but you have protected the rights of your master like a 
child. I hoped from year to year that matters would improve and 
that some day I should get the accounts and books, but I do not 
get them and if meanwhile I should happen to die, as my children 
are still young and do not know the exact situation, I should lose 
everything. Yes, just lately, you have caused 12 lasts of wheat 
to be delivered and you do not even write me about it, let alone 
that you should send me bills of exchange or furs thereof. What 
must become of this? Do you want to ruin me and yourself and 
do you not think that you must answer for all that? Therefore, 
listen to and follow the advice which D* Megapolensis will give 
and read to you. Do not neglect your duty unless you want to 
make yourself the laughing-stock of all people. If the books and 
accounts are not entirely closed, or not even half closed, send them 
as they are. If you had done that long ago, I could have seen 
by them what your management was and have instructed and ad- 
vised you. Now you pile it all on top of each other. The more 
I tried to advance you, the less information I received. In two of 
your last' letters you write me that you have no skins, seawan or 
anything in stock, not f»f the last consignment which had not 
begun to be sold yet, hut of tlie preceding consignment; you do not 
even write me what person^ I am in debt to and who are in debt 
to me. In sum. f<»r five years, which may mean life or death to 
a man of advanced year>-. I do not know wliat lias happened in 
my name and on my he half in such a far-*)!! country and my 
long patience ln'i^ins to change to imj)atience. Vou have now- 
had charge of about f36ooo worth of goods, at the purchase price 
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here, of which I have not yet received a single account. Follow 
the advice of Domine Megapolensis and do not lightly reject the 
advice of hooges, although he is younger than you and not so ex- 
perienced; I consider him an upright young man. If your charge 
is too heavy for you, you should have asked for help. To close 
this quarrel, make at once on receipt of this letter a list and in- 
ventory of all the merchandise and be especially careful that the 
duffels do not get damaged, wet or eaten by rats. Make also a 
list of the furs, seawan, debts to be paid and to be collected, in 
order that you may be ready when the ships arrive and send me 
some furs by each ship. There are still 1400 skins insured.which 
I expected already last year in return for the goods sent by hooges. 
I want yearly to have accounts and returns or I shall entirely stop 
sending things. I notice that there are many stallions in the colony. 
It would have been better if some had been geMed while young, 
for so many stallions are too hard on the mares. From the letter 
written while among the mahicans I understand that the matter 
with Cornelisscn and CorncHs teimissen was settled. Let this 
agreement \ye carefully observed and the papers examined point for 
point, fur l>''^ Cornelisscn can easily say that the [>atroon*s docu- 
ments must not be taken htcrally but interpreted somewhat freely, 
so that care must be taken that he does not defraud me by fur- 
nishing me more than I nee 1 or poor stutY. I understand that 
vaudcr douck will establish his farm at the south end of West 
Island, whicii is satisfactory to me as he will then l)c opposite and 
not far from the church iioiLrlihorhood where henceforth all the 
mechanic^ and freemen must lake up their residence. lUit I hear 
that you want to put lahntijc on tiie fariu at the ( Ireat Mats'*' and 
.qive him fjo a month. What doe^ he know ahcmt farmini;? I 
nnist have further in I'ornialion ahout this before I can i>^ivc my 
coiivont to it. \ fjo not want farms f(»r myself, for when the ex- 
penses are shared e(|uallv with the farmers ;^reat expenses are 
incurred, and what would the result be if I became alone resi)on- 
sible for the exjienses? If I had the accoutits of the farmers who 
have now lom;;^ L^one on half shares, I should know what to say, 
but now I am blin«l ; therefore. I must have further information 
as to the ba^i< on which it woidd be done. Hereafter, it must be 
no loncrcr a matter of speculation l»ut wlien T fundsh houses and 
animals I must draw a dellnite incoiue from it. and 1 know no more 
than a child what profit the old farms have been to nic. it may 

« if gfMte vloclf. 
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turn out better than I think, but I fear that it will result badly 
and that you will be held responsible, for what measures could I 
take about things of which I knew nothing? I do not know either 
what provision you have made for jan ktbatie, who promised to 
write to me from time to time ; in all I received one letter from him 
in the beginning and nothing more thereafter. He was engagel 
as caqsenter and ought to serve out those years. You wrote me 
that in winter when they could not build, he could stay with you 
to hunt in the woods and supply the table. This he and you must 
know, that I will not allow any increase of wages except such as 
is given with my approval and knowledge. The tobacco of alhert 
andrissen and his brother sold on an average of 8>2 L^iJ a lb. It 
wciglied 4484 11) g^o^s, deducting G'j(>, 270 lb, for the stems, there 
remains 4214 lb net which amounts to fi7<jo:i9;** of this the Com- 
pany, counting on 4580 lb, claims a duty of 5>, £114:10; frcii^ht 
charges of i st per lb, f229; and convoy charges of 1% st per Ib,"*^ 
fa86:5; together i62(j:i^; but I do not want to pay them so much 
and if the tobacco planters in my colony, especially albert andricscn, 
compensate me according to my ordinance for my land on which 
the tobacco grows I shall see to it that he pays less than half of 
these expenses, hut as long as he is in dispute with iiic and I witli 
the Omnian) , I must dccUict these UyKj w^ and also the dnty on tlie 
tobacco which huybcrt junscn, the sun of Jan L or)ii'!issi')i , dis- 
posed of very cheai)ly, whicli (dutyj with tiic cases amounted to 
{213:15. Adding thereto f20:8 st to jcruni)uus La Croijs for ex- 
penses, the total amount is f8/')3:i8, so that there remains f»>3i :i2 
net in money, lialf of which f«^)3i:i2 should helong to me. How- 
ever, you must see on what ha^is thi> tul)accu was sent and whether 
half of it belongs to me or not. I no more than belongs to 

me. You will therefore pay him there the sum which is due to him 
of this account in proper goods and at currenl prices, to be agreed 
upon with him. If they give me what is ri^lit and agree with me 
as to what I should have from my land, I couM re luce the ex- 
penses of the Company to at \vii>t half of the above amount. I 
learned here that in Virginia the tobacco, w ithout counting expense^ 
or duties, is worth but 2 st a lb, reckoned by purchase prices in 
Holland. If this is ^o. I might send a ship tliitlier als<^. As to 
Andrics hudde, his claim is impertinent and unreasonable. I have 

^Letttr Book bas t4r 90 49 which ig dearly an error. 

Letter Book has p Cento out a calculation slinws tlial it should be as above; the 
Company not only counted on 4580 pounda of tobacco but appraised it at 10 st a 
pmiiult as liiown hjr tbc itema ghreiu 



Digiti/oa by Cookie 



662 



NEW YORK STATE UBRARY 



a good deal to claim from him, first, £26 paid in his behalf, in the 
colony; to Hans hansen, tobacco planter, for grain. If he had 
anything to claim from me he should have informed me of it be- 
fore he turned over the farm and the animals, as I should then have 
deducted half of the money from the animals bought of belevelt 
whom I paid in full when I received word that the animals had been 
delivered, llierefore, if he had anything to say he should have 
spoken then or may see that he gets it from bytevelt whom I paid 
in full. As for myself, in addition to the f26, 1 have the following 
to claim from hudde. In my contract with bylevelt, of which I 
sent a copy and which was shown to hudde, is written N. B. Board 
and wages of the people till May 1632, which andris hudde agreed 
to upon condition that he have the milk and butter ; also, feed for 
the animals till the new planting so that the butter which he 
made after the first of May, during the summer, belongs to me. 
I am further entitled to the seven morgcns of winter grain of tlie 
new planting oi 103J, all of which hudde received; also the supply 
of suniincr grain, oats, barley, gray peas, which bylevelt left there, 
together with the crop proceeding therefrom, which he [Hudde] 
also enjoyeil and used to fatten the hogs and hens which he sold. 
He also had the benefit of a well planted gardeii which bcylcz'clt 
left there and in addition to all this a stack of grain^-' which the 
council esliinalcd at if) schepels of r\e and wheat, fur which 1 had 
to pay llie Coini)any fux). All this hnddcn received and yet he 
is nut ashamed to demand money from me who bought all these 
things fro!n bylci'clt and fully jjaid him therefor. I have the 
original ol" llic coiilracL hut the aullu-nticated copy, in accor(lauce 
with which Iniddc turned over the animals and the farms, nuist 
he in that country. If it is necessary, I shall send the original 
U) make the impudent fellow rightly pay what he rightly owes me, 
letting him get from bcylcrclt what he has to claim from him; 
I l)ought and paid cash for all tlu-^c things. Vou might give Di- 
rector Kicjt an extract froui this to >how the impertinence of hudde 
and alsu bvocr i'onirlis who wrote me for information. 

As to the church, if this i> not yet contracted for t»r begun. 1 
should like that the UKHk-l which I sent be kei)t back till some other 
time and that at fn^l auM j)ro\ i^i< >nally a suitable place be erecte 1 
which can be used tir^t for i)r(, aching an<l later on be turned int<) 
a dwelling house. This could be made ready quickly, about 2(> 

** totte nieuvoe bouvt to*. 
**een*m berth saet. 
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feet wide and ()0 Icct but ilie location niii^t icuiaiii as di- 

rected and this dwelling nui>t be i)lacc<l with the others in proper 
order. Next to the house of !)•' M coal'olcusis would not be un- 
suitable and later it enuld he u>ed a^ a -^chonl. 

I am surprised that you <Io not write nie at all about the crystal 
near the house of niichicl Jaiisc and d«> not send me anv further 
sample^, than the little pieces which you >tMU at tirst. There may be 
a great quantity, some pieces larger than others, and these must be 
dug out with care. I am aNo ^urjjrise I that >uch poor care has been 
taken of the vine >hoi)ts which 1 iniporti'd alive into the colony at 
great expen.se and trouble and w hich are now alt igelher neglecte i 
and dead. I receive I the inventory of the animals taken by liooj^rs; 
it is arrangetl iHlier than the i)receding one Init 1 .send herewith 
a blank which in the future will serve as a motKI for the inven- 
tories. The pai)er can be taken lengthw i-^e an 1 in that way many 
more coliimn> made. The cows of the same aL;i' must be jjut on 
the same line, and after them the hor-e->. specifying the full-grown 
cows, oxen and bulls, and then in turn heifer calves, oxen and bulls 
of one and two years, according to the example of the accompany- 
ing blank, beginning with Uiose of the year 1^140, 1641 and 1(^4.2, 
but those of 1641 and 1642 nmst be distinguished so as to show the 
difference. See also to this ; I do not know what privilege albert 
andriesen has received that his cows are not mentioned in the In- 
ventory. I do not want any one, no matter who he is, to own any 
animals which are not su1)ject to the right of preemption. There- 
fore, have his animals included therein too, or make him leave the 
colony and pay me for pasturing and hay during the past years, 
^'ou wrote me that clacs jansen ruyter promised to give me one 
half of what he made at the manhalans and that thereupon he ob- 
tained permission to leave. What has become of these earnings? 
Is he ever asked for them? The owners of the ship called den 
swarten raeven, of which Willem turck is supercargo, have prom- 
ised me to bring over some cases of furs on condition that I pay 
the freight. Do not fail to send me some when it is possible ; dur- 
ing the year 1642 I did not receive a single beaver. 

The statement that vanderdonck seems to have made to you that 
he was to invest yearly f 3000 in merchandise is mere talk ; his con- 
tracts must show it. I wrote him and I write to you also that I 
do not want to hear of verbal statements ; everything must be regu- 
lated according to my writings, of which you have the origi- 
nals and I the copies. Every one of you ought to be satisfied to 
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perform his duties but it is every one s duty, apart from his in- 
structions, to seek and to further my advantage. Vanderdonck, 
as my sworn officer, has the right to propose everything that he 
thinks will serve to my advantage, but in civil actions involving the 
interests of the patroon (and of the whole colony) the commis- 
sioners must examine the proposition^ and if they reject it, he has 
a right to protest. 

It is strange that all your letters speak of haste. Have you not 
had time once in five years, to write to me in time and beforehand? 
Is not that rather strange? You answer my letters from memory ; 
you should put my letters before you and read them paragraph by 
paragrapli and write me what has been done in each case. You 
write me in every letter that you will send the accounts but you do 
not do it. In reply to yours of the 29th of June last I will say that 
it is well that alt the merchandise sent was duly received; of the 
sale thereof and that this year and last year you bartered a good 
deal with the Indians. 1 hope to learn in j;ood time. If I could be 
sure of that, I would insure more than the 1400 skins which are in- • 
sured now. You might send some at every opportunity. As to 
the fact that Ku jt is not willing lo pay 1 10 for the wheat, 1 do 
noi iiitc'iiil to U t liim have it for less. \'nn need not refer that to 
me but sliuuld have asked his honor frankly wlieiher he was will- 
ing lo pay, not by crediting it on uii'leierniined freights and 
duties but by balancing the amount against debts or in other ways as 
written heretofore, and if he was not wilHng to do so. you should 
have advised me, leHing me at tlie same time how much I could 
expect so tiiat 1 miglu take proper measures. Now my hands are 
tied. You furnish in gooil faith ; I receive no payment and even 
the price is in dispute. You should have tnld his honor, if he did 
not care to pay at the rate <>f fio a^ fornurly, that you would have 
to advise me of it and that 1 had ad(»pte-l and would a<Iopl other 
measures. In that way you would have shown that you IkhI sen^e. 
for tlicre is no need to sell such staple for le^s ; it has a stan<lard 
value the worM over. W hat has been written to me al)OUt this I 
consider of no importance. .Meanwhile, tin 1 out whether the people 
of X'irginia wouM not be glad to buy the wheat at that i)rice. These 
are things you ought tr* i)av attention to. 1m »r the farmer^ to sell 
|the wheat] at f8 or Uj is fraud; if he could indicate who they are. 
I shall know how to punish them. Words do not count; deeds must 

dan de GeeommUteerdt in d* saecke t-tfA fatroon (eH <f« ganseht tatck*) Jn CMd* 
tagektn motUn ktistlve tsamin^trtn. 
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reveal the man completely. I am sick of all this talk that the 
farmers will not jL^ive mc more except at fio;*^ it is childisli, they 
must give me one half as belonging to nic after the tithes Iiave 
been deducted; their half is uncertain. Who promised them fio? 
\jid furthermore, brant pdcn, crayn Cornclisse and brocr Cornelis 
have accepted the conditions of maurits jansen of f6 ; the fanners 
from breda have agreed to that price also, so that it hinges then 
upon a few whose leases will soon expire when we shall settle that 
matter. You excuse them and I do not, for I can get lo masters 
to one servant. They ought to be ashamed of themselves for hav- 
ing disputed the i6 guilders so long. Are they not aware that 
everything comes in due time, and that it is a pooY schout who 
can not wait for his fine and opportunity? Hereafter, they will 
not torment me so much. As soon as their time is up I shall let 
others, who can barely make a living here and who often enough 
apply to me, take charge of the farms of these tormentors, [even 
if] they all have to go down.^ If no one stands by you, call upon 
the officer in a formal way and if he does not assist you then write 
to me, not generalities but exactly what the matter is. I can then 
adopt proper measures, but to act on promises, on what people say 
and repeat, amounts to nothing and produces only confusion. 
What is uncertain must be set aside and what is clear must be set- 
tled. They seem to think that in matters which are uncertain, their 
wish ought to be consulted before mine. If they defraud me so 
much in the sending of grain ask p**^ Comelissen, supercargo of 
the vessel to assist you, also Tfdonck, in his capacity as officer, 
and if they refuse to do so, protest against them and write to me, 
not in a general way that they will not assist you, but stating in 
what they will not assist you. In that way I can take the neces- 
sary measures but not on mere talk. You complain that I am 
cheated but it is your duty to prevent this in the way described 
above. You must not listen to any excuses from vanderdonck or 
any one else, but tell them plainly and frankly your duty and theirs, 
or write to me. If you had done this regularly I would have 
sui)portcd you regularly and, when there was occasion for it, re- 
duced the others in rank and at the end of their term either have 
called them home or dismissed them from their farms. This is the 
way I intend to proceed in the future, even if I have to send new 

*^ dntte bnir.vtvr nrVf in,u r al.t fin u-itl fir: *-".- Htcrnlly, tli.il tlie fnrmcr will not ffive 
more than fio. but llie meaning is doulillcs-. thai the farnurs will not furnish mc 
more grain unless I pay them |io. 

sutttH IsiMn or sutteHf} ctUttmm met mif sKppe Jnde pt^«. 
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people altogether who fear God and treat me rightly. You ought 
to give me the names of the councilors who are unserviceable to 
me; I would pass those by, but to exclude all is uncalled for. You 
must ask those who are partial in the matter or themselves guilty** 
to stand outside, and as to the residents, of whom you write that 
they go to the savages as soon as the latter arrive and spoil the 
trade, communicate this matter to the officer, notify them at once 
that they came into the colony without permission and forbid them 
to trade with the Indians. If they will not obey, call them before 
the court ; and if the court refuses to sentence them, refer the case 
to me and write me especially how mnderdonck behaves in the 
matter. Should I bear all the expense, possess the jurisdiction 
from high authority and should strangers be allowed to ruin the 
trade for me? That is unthinkable. First issue a general pro- 
hibition and then prosecute the law breakers. Serve notice on 
them at then- places of residence''^ and if they are obstinate, cause 
them to be fined; and let vanderdonck assist you herein, and you 
him, and no one will be able to oppose you. I have no objection 
fo your coming over after you send me the accounts; but if you 
should leave there without sending me the accounts every one would 
dispute them to your disadvantage and who would know how to 
settle it but you? Therefore, do not neglect any longer to send 
them ; your coming over depends upon that only. I am not at all 
willing that you turn the balance of your goods over to labatije. 
He is a foreigner and is under a severe ban in hb own country.*^' 
I have given you Anthonie de Hooges as assistant and you must 
turn it over to him if I do not take other measures. As to their 
threatening vanderdonck, I shall send him help if he conducts 
himself well and the threateners will think ten times before they act 
once, for I would make them feel what it means to maltreat the 
officer. I a] prove of the farm of vanderdonck near brant peele 
and as to my own on the Great Flats, you must proceed carefully. 
Lahatie has no knowledge of farming but if you do if* on account 
of the trade, that is a different matter. If you and vanderdonck 
were united and you had Labatie and hoo!::;cs on your side, who 
could liarni you? lUit vanderdonck complains about the imperti- 

./u- ./(I,/.- .c,;. , /*' Avri 'ftc rattih selvc nature; litcralljr, those who are partial 
in the matter or of the same nature. 

A ireneral prohibition warning: private traders not to sail into the colony and a 

tuiticr li> 1i<- ".frvoil on tln-m indix idually wcrr is^iini in print by the patfOOn undCT 
«latfs of .Slid. J, aiul Sciit. 8. i6\y, see p. 682-85, 697-99. 
*' /ly it een rrtemdeHinek eH staet onder *tn J«ur# M%twt In jya Isiit. 
■*Put Labatie on the farm. 
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nencc of Labatij. You have great plans about the farm at the 
(Ircat Flats hut sec to it tliat it docs not become too expensive and 
that care be taken alx iu the servants so that the undertaking may 
do you credit and be of profit to *me. That the farmers refuse to 
furnish animals without actual payment is not justified by their 
contract. You must find out who the author of that statement is 
and give me the name of the man. It must be some invention of 
Coruelis teunisse, who in order to avoid paying me what he owes 
me asks me [to pay J tlie note of hand wlu'ch dirrick Corsen un- 
faithfully made out in his name. Let them first settle their ac-^ 
counts and then when their lease expires, make an inventory of the 
increase and loss of animals. The original number must be kept. 
If I paid them for the increase and a horse or cow died the next 
day, where would these fellows get another in its stead except 
through my efforts? In that case they would also have to make 
prompt payment to me. I should like to know who said that. You 
must not write in general terms but name the man who said it. 
If you boxed the ears of such rude fellows who thus state their in- 
tentions against their lord and master, so that they felt for them 
with both hands, they might then realize against whom they have 
spoken so insolently. As to Willem Juriaensen, who sailed I think 
as a baker, make an example of him. Let vanderdonck bring ac- 
tion against him ; his time has expired long ago and make him leave 
the colony, for if you have no one to proceed against by way of 
example you will accomplish nothing. See who is with you in 
the council, and who is against you. If they do not help you 
against a man whose' contract entirely forbids trading and whose 
time has expired, they are not worthy to be councilors and I would 
dismiss such people from the council as unworthy. You must not 
bind yourself so strictly by the price of the skins. When you have 
much merchandise you must give a little more and keep strangers 
out both by your authority and by outbidding them. / see your 
plan about the English bark. I can not say very much about it 
yet; experience ivill he the best guide in the matter; but I am sur- 
prised that the skins can be bought cheaper from some one else 
than in the colony. If it has been bad thus far, I hope that it will 
improve, hut it is a good thing that you cniisc .^ca7i'an to be used in 
trading. I am pleased to hear that Sainlcr lecndcrscn is an upright 
man,^ such pcoplc"^* I am inclined to advance. 

"Jck hoorf iiiu-rii,- dnt Snnder Ifenderttn vroom is. 
** Uadcrlioed in LtUtr Book, 
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I do nut waiu the council to change the first of January to the 
first of May, for the grain which is in the field on the first of May 
helongs to the new planting. Therefore, 1 do not want the ac- 
counts to be closed on another day than that on which the lease of 
the land commences, but I have no objection to its being a little 
later in January. It seems that the council is inclined to change 
all my ordinances so as never to settle any accounts. The council 
must know that I appointed them and tliat they did not appoint me. 
You will ask vandcrdonck to have the accounts settled on the day 
fixed by me and to have every one notified in time and to have those 
who fail to settle their accounts fined. Meanwhile, it will be all 
right if this time the accounts be settled on the first of May next 
but hereafter it must be done in January, when the animals arc in 
the stable where they can be counted and the grain is in the barn. 
As [the leases of] the houses iKgin in May, I hope that the debit 
and credit accounts balanced in January will be settled then; no 
stock must be taken of the animals, which they can hide then, as 
they run in the field. I notice that there is some trouble about this 
already. I am also willing that an estimate be made in January 
and the accounts adjusted and paid in May but the registration of 
animals must at all events take place in January, specifying which 
are with calf or colt. I am also surprised that in the inventory no 
mention was made of the sheep and hogs, upon which sheep mauris 
jansen has prided himself a great deal. You understand this, that 
when I send an .ordinance or instruction they must for the time 
being be issued and executed as they are ; and if any change ought 
to be made in them, you must advise me thereof in good time, 
with the reasons, and await my further orders, for you and all 
those who represent my person must understand that I am superior 
to the council appointed by me and they are not my superiors. 
They must follow my orders and not I theirs. To let one of the 
councilors count the vimmen*" [of grain] of a farm will not do; 
the farmers who are members of the council must have nothing 
to do with that ; they are partial,** 

••rimmtfn; see p. 558 note. 

** At this point in the LeUer Book, at tlie bottom of folio 181b, occurs the word 

vcr: ol^^h.t . continiitd, 1>iif tliorc is nn rontiiiiicitinn of tlir It-ttor in flic hook. It 
worth noting that it is tlic only letter from the patroon to his agents in the colony to 
which the reply, at least in translated form, has been preserved. T^nfortanateTy the 
translation given by O'Callagban in his History of N<-w Ncthcrl.ifni. 1:456^-65. is in 
many places clearly incorrect and the Dutch copy or draft which he found among the 
Rgnsstleerswyek Mts ia not widi those papers at present. 
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Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Antony de Hooge^i^^ 

March j8, 1643 

Anthonic dc Hooves, in the c< »lony of Rcnssclacrsu vck 

'I'lu> 18th of Marcli Amsterdam 

I have your letters of the fir^t of March and the iSlh of Aii^^ist 
of last year, 1042, to which the fullowing is a brief answer, as time 
has gone by in writing to others. 1 have recommended you well, 
as you will learn from d' megapolcnsis, but I must admonish you 
for your own good to continue to be religious and faithful and 
especially to guard yourself against drunkenness and lewd women. 
There are many rumors current about the first but you can best 
test the matter yourself; heed the faithful admonitions of your 
pastor d* Megapolcnsis and do not follow the footsteps of those 
who may be guilty thereof, but fear the Lord; do right and fear 
no one. You will do well to keep and send me a daily journal, 
giving a truthful account of affairs, for I have no use for things 
that are not true. Respect the commis Arent van Corlcr and by 
and by he will like you. Keep good order and peace, but not when 
things are wmnL;. Have the ace units of the manhatans entered on 
the books, which probably i> already done. Those who married 
at the manhatans must bear their own expense^ and if they refused 
to do so you should have stopi)e.l the publication of the banns or 
made them promise to go to the colony according to their con- 
tracts, for they were not their own masters. Mr kieft must help 
you therein by order of their Pltgh Mightinesses the States General, 
as is well known to Officer randcr donck. 

You duly notice the evils which are present in the colony; that 
is the way things usually go in the world and the deeper you get 
into it the more you will notice it. If you walk uprightly among 
this wicked and adulterous generation, you will find peace for your 
soul. Do not let the evil examples seduce you but take them as a 
warning. 

I received the list of the animals ; it must be made out each year 
according to the blank and the brief instructions to my cousin 
Arent van Corler, You might put the horses and cows on one 
paper with several columns, but the transfer, increase and deaths of 
animals must be entered on separate blanks. I hope that you will 
have more and more satisfaction; all new things are difficult but 

•* y. R. B. Mss, Utter Hook, f.iSa. 
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matters will turn out to your advantage if you conduct yourself 
well. I most thank you for communicating to me the text of the 
first sermon of d* megapolensis; no other foundation can and ought 
to be laid. Vale, 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^ 

July p, 164s 

Toussain Muyssart, at Leyden 

This 9tli of July 1643, in Amsterdam 
This afternoon wc 1)oiiglit, with the advice of ship's carpenters 
and other experts, a ship^ suitable for our intended voyage, of 80 
lasts burden, well protected with an upper deck, five feet high, ex- 
tending the entire length, a comfortable forecastle to lodge people 
in, mounted with six pieces properly supplied with powder, lead 
and ammunition, and well provided with tackle and sails and all 
that belongs thereto. I was on it yesterday with confrater 
maert and 5^ Bessels; we looked it over carefully and this after- 
noon purchased it for 7000 guilders. It has lately come from Portu- 
gal, having taken 79 lasts of rye to that country, and is a ship with 
a square stem,^ built at Lubeck, of heavy timber, but somewhat 
old though well kept. It has also rather too much draught but will 
serve us well enough to send people and goods to Virginia as well 
as to New Netherland. We shall now make all possible haste in 
purchasing the cargo and supplies. The ship will not need exten- 
sive repairs as it was thoroughly overhauled a half year ago. The 
duifels are very expensive at 35 st a yard. For the present you 
will please with all diligence have 12 pieces, [instead of] half of 
them red and half of them steel gray, made gray only as an offset 
against the others and so as to reduce the average price."^ I sent 
a great many which arc probably not yet all sold. You must look 
out especially for the width, for the last time the duffels from 
Leyden were the narrower. 

y, R. B. Mu, Letter Book. f.iSa. 

"Tltii was tbe ship het H'af-m van Rensselaerswyek, wbkh sailed In September of 
the same year. Jan Simonsz vv..s skii - cr and I'ictcr Ptctersz Wijncoop was supercarga. 
Tbe invoice of tbis voyage is found among the Rens$elaitmyck Ms$ «ttd amounu to 
ft287o:ii :i3. For tbe experiences of the ship at New Amsterdafli, w» OXallasban. 
History of New Netherland, 1:34a. 

•i* ten Spiegel Sehip, 

*■ t>. / tal gelieven in alle dilisentie x-ooreerst /.> p tit roodt t/i staelgrauwe eneket ^atl 
it dotn matken *nd» Ugtn maUandtren balcneeeren eH daermtdt de dmiirU ftntrtm. 
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The lotfa ditto. 

This letter written to this point yesterday was left till today as 
we have been busy making invoices and engaging the skipper and 
the supercargo, which was done today. Please to greet Mr de laet; 
when he comes here, we shall talk the matter over further and as 
his honor hesitates about contributing his tenth share because he is 
director,** I shall be pleased to have you furnish it as 1 must fur- 
nish six tenth shares; otherwise I shall have to find some one else, 
which I do not like to do, so as not to pave the way for another. 
I shall expect your reply at the first opportunity. I was looking 
forward to your coming here, as Mr de laet wrote of it, but you 
have not come. In order to keep strangers out of this business, 1 
have admitted my mother in law to an equal share with the par- 
ticipants of the colony, so that she will participate to the amount 
of fQooo. May Almighty God grant us good success, of which I 
have great hopes from the appearance of things. We intend to 
have the ship and lading insured as far as the half share of the 
colony is concerned. Vale. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^ 

July 18, I&4S 

Tousain Muijssart, at Leyden 

This i8th of July 1643, in Amsterdam 
I still have your favor of the I2th instant. As to the duffels 
which were to be made as soon as possible, we would have ordered 
here 12 pieces more but on account of the high price we had otdy 
six made and shall let it go at that for the present, as a considerable 
number were sent before. As to providing the tenth share of Mr 
dclact among the (lu ce (if you, S*^ bcssi-Js is willing to do so but he 
thinks that when Mr dchiet comes here, he will be able to induce 
him to furnish his share. If not, it will remain as you write. We 
are very busy; we hoped to have the outside of the ship ready today 
but some worm holes which go clear through show themselves on 
the last side, which keep the work somewhat back as they must be 
properly attended to. 

I wish you could come here sometime that we might communicate 
to each other matters which it takes too long to write with a pen. 
We intended first to include in our cargo about f2oo worth of cam- 

brwinthebber ; i. c. director of the Wtst Imlia Coiniany. 
«• V. R. B. Mu, Utttr B«ck, tiUh. 
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let or doth from Leyden, but I am informed that the English 
material will be more to our purpose and cheaper. The double 
dyed cloth, grayish and 5/4 wide, is sold at f24 to f3o; camlet from 
reyself^ 3/4 wide, red and violet, at faS; English serge, 6/4 wide, 
dark green, musk® and red, at f37; and as I do not know much 
about this I shall wait to hear from you the prices of the materials 
from Leyden with your statement as to the difference and what will 
serve us best I shall then answer immediately how much you may 
furnish us. Vale, 

[Son of Kiliaen van Rensselaer] to Jan Bastiaensz*"* 

July 22, 164$ 

Jan bustiacnscn, at Utrecht, on the Cooren marckt,^ at the stadt 
Santen^ 

This 22d July 1643, in Amsterdam 
This morning my father duly receive ! your letter and learned 
from it that you have good peas. You will therefore at the first 
opportunity please send the following: 

15 sacks of white peas 

7 J4 sacks of green peas 

8 sacks of beans 

And if fresh peas are to be had which are hard and dry enough to 
stand the voyage, let us know, as we have still eight or ten days. 
Va!e. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Johannes Megapolensis of Coedtjck<» 

July 22, 16 f3 

D' Joh: Mcgapolcnses, minister at Cocdyc 

This 22d of Jui\ i''>43. in Amsterdam 
These few lines will serve to advise your rcvcrcncf that at the 
earliest o])portunity a ship will sail for New Xcthcrland. If your 
reverence should like to send or write anything, it ought to be here 

••Rijsael, or Lllle, in Artois. France. 

• museus, jM-rtiaps intended for musent, 
*^V.R.B. Mss. Utter Book, l.iSj. 

• Utenlly, grain market, referring to the section of the Dude Gradit, between 

the IlamburRcr and Wees bridRts. 

• At the sign of the city of SanUn. Santen, or Xantcn, lies near WcscI, Rhine 

Province, Germany. 

• V.K.B,Mu, Letter Book, f.tSj. 



Uiyiiized by Google 



VAN R£NSS£LA£R BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



in eight or at the latest in 14 days. It wouKi be well if some one 
came over some time when convenient, as your nephew Mega- 
polensis has some claim in connection with his service on board 
ship which had better be presented by liis relatives than by me. As 
I have a great deal to do in equipping tlie ship, 1 must be briei. 
Vale. 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toassaint Muyssart^*^ 

July 22, 164J 

Tousam Muysart, at Leyden 

This 22d of July 1643, >° Amsterdam 
- In reply to yours of the aoth instant, will say that you will please 
order as soon as possible, to be sent here with the duffels: 

2 pieces of Leyden grosgrain, double dyed and 5/4 wide, light 
liver color or gray 

2 pieces of Leyden serge, first quality, color at your discretion. 
The lowest prices will suit us best. I should like to know when the 
duffels will be ready. Yesterday we began to load as ballast, bricks, 
tiles, smith's coal, iron and the like. We make diligent haste. 

3^ de Laet has come. We shall have further talk with him; 
otherwise his one tenth share must be furnished by the three of you. 
VaU, 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Toussaint Muyssart^^ 

August 6, 1643 

Tousain Muyssart, at Leyden 

This 6th of August 1643 at Amsterdam 
These in haste to urge you to press the matter of the duffels as 
today we began to put provisions on board and hope to load the 
wines tomorrow and the other goods in the beginning of next week, 
so that the duffels ought to be here by the middle of next week 
with the other goods or else they will cause delay. The other duf- 
fels, those from Campen, are finished and I hope everything will be 
ready, if possible by the middle of this month, to sail hence to the 
Texet, unless some other delay should occur which we neither know 
of nor expect 

« y. R. B. Mu, Letter Book, f.i8j. 
" V. R. B. Mu, Lttltr Book, f.183. 

t 
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Today I handc^l tlic skii)pcr the papers concerning the boy stay- 
ing with latnontiingc and urged him to bring him back. 

It is exceedingly inconvenient that 1 have no assistance of any 
kind; Mr blomacrt suffers from gout and besscls Hes sick with 
fever, but I hope that tliey will soon recover ; which may God grant. 
Do not fail to advise me at once so that I can regulate myself 
accordingly. 

[Eod of Letter Book.] 

Extracts from agreements and contracts between Kiliaen van 

Rensselaer and his colonists^ 

January 12, 1631-August 2$, 1643 

Clem Segel 

2 St [signed] / brmjnmgh 

This seal serves for the annexed extracts. 

By me: 

[signed] /; Vandi Vtn 
Not. 

£xtracts from the agreements and contracts entered into and 
made by kiliaen Van rensselaer, as patroon of the oolony of Rens- 
selaerswyck, situated on the North River of New Netherlands with 
diverse persons, farmers, servants, millwrights and others, whom he 
in his cat>acity aforesaid sent to the aforesaid colony from the year 
163 1 to his death. 

MARINUS ADRIAENSZ VAN DER VEEas''' 

January 12, z6$J 

Agreement entered into with marijn Adriaensen van der veer, 
this 1 2th of January 1*631. 

On conditions and terms hereafter specified, kiliaen thm rensse- 
laers as patroon of his colony situated about Fort Orange on the 

" V. R. B. Ms* 38, marked H iij. These extracu were prepared by Notary Jo©»t ran 
de Ven, Oct 7, 1649, in connccUon with the controvertjr between the late |MtrooB*a 

copartners and tlie guardians of Joliannes van Rensselaer. 
" The full agreement ia found io the Letter Book; ace p. 176-79. 
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isiorth River of New Netherland, on one side, and Marijn adriaenss 
van der Vcere for liimself and his men, on the other side, have 
agreed, stipulated and contracted, etc. 

In witness of the truth of the above agreement, this is signed by 
the patroon and marijn adriaenss with their own hands, in the 
presence of the undersigned witnesses, in Amsterdam, this 12th of 
January 1631. Was signed in the several hands: 

Marimus adriaensen KUiaen Van Renseher 

W: Van TwUUr, as witness. 

ANDRIES CHRISTBNSZ VAN FLBCKEKO* AND OTHERS^^ 

July 2, 1631 

Another 

At the request of andries Cristenss van vleeckerin, 40 years of 
age, Laurens Laurensz van Coppenhage, 36 years of age, and 
Bareni thomassen van heijligezont, 22 years of age, Kiliaen van 
Rensselaer, as patroon of his colony situated above and below Fort 
Orange on the North River of New Netherland, has agreed and 
contracted with the aforesaid persons for the term of three years, 
commencing on their arrival in that country, eta 

In testimony of the truth of the above agreement, this is sipped 
by the patroon and the persons aforesaid with tiietr own hands, in 
Amsterdam, 2 June of the year 1631. Underneath was written: 
the mark X of andries Cristenss, the mark X of la/wrens 
laurenss, X bereni thomassen, Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, 

GERRIT THEUSZ DB RBUX^ 

June 15, 1632 

Another 

Contract made and entered into by KUiacn Van Rensselaer, as 
patrocm of his colony called Rensselaerswyck situated on tlic River 
maritius or North River of New Netherland, above and below Fort 
Orange and on both sides of the said river, with Gerrit theusen de 
reux, as farmer of a farm to be established on the Fort Orange 

**Tlie full agreement is found in the Letter Book; ice p. 186-89. 'Tbe date is there 
gfren u Juty a, 1631 and the name here spelted Thoimustm It there and daewhcre in 

the Letter Book found as Thonissen. 
**Tbe full contract ia found in the Letter Book; sec p. x 93-95. 
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side near the fourth creek, now called blommaerts kU, situated 
above and'« north of Fort Orange, this 15th of June 1632 in Am- 
sterdam, etc. 

Thus done and passed in the city of Amsterdam and for all that 
is aforewritten the said de reux pledges and binds his personal 
possessions, movable and immovable, present and future, none ex- 
cepted, subjecting the same to the execution of all the honorable 
courts and judges ; in witness whereof it is signed. 

Bebw was written: 

the mark X of Gerrii iheusen de reux, 

JACOB ALBBRTSZ PLANCK^ 

March 4, 16J4 
Another 

This day, the fourth day of the month of March in the year 1634, 
before me, Sifmon ruttens, notary public admitted by the court of 
Holland, residing in Amsterdam, and before the hereafternamed 
witnesses, appeared and presented themselves, Mr KUiaen Van 
rensselaer, as patroon of his colony situated on the North River 
of New Netherland called Rensselaerswyck, of the one part, and 
jacob albertss planck of this aforesaid city, of the other part, both 
of which parties, known to me, the notary, declared that they had 
contracted and completely agreed about the following things and 
conditions. First, etc. Thus done in the city of Amsterdam at 
my, the notary's, house and office, etc. 

PIETER CORNELISZ VAN MUNNICKENDAM AND OTHERS 

August 26, i6s6 
Another 

In the name of the Lord, Amen. On conditions hereafter speci- 
fied, we, Pieter Corneltssen van munnickendam, millwright, 43 
years of age, Claes janss van naerdeu, 33 years of age, house car- 
penter, and albert andricssen van fredrickstadt^ 29 years of age, 

" Or in tlie I.ctler Book. 

" The full contract is found in the Letter Book; sc€ p. 250-54. 

** Albert AndricM from Frederikstad, in the southeast of Norway; licnee, in the 

early records, his usual appcllatinn of Albert .tnJricss X oorman. After 1670. he 
appears in the Albany county records generally as Albert Andriess bradt. O'CalKixhan, 
perhaps on the strength of Roeloff Swartwout't statement on the death of Albert 
Ani!ri(--7. in 16S6, that he ^vas cm vm r/i" rudstf en eerste intvoondcrs der colonic RntK- 
selaersivyck (one of the oldest and first inhabitants of the colony of Rensselaerswyck) 
ineludes Albert Andriesz among the colonists of i6i|o, but no reference to him can be 
fonad in the Fan Rtnuttatr Bomitr Mu or io tiie RnuM^mrtmyek Mm befoitt 1^6. 
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tobacco planter, have agreed among ourselves, first, to sail in 
God's name to New Ncthcrland in the small vessel which now lies 
ready and to betake ourselves to the colony of Rensselaerswyck for 
the purpose of settling there on the followinj^ conditions made with 
Mr Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, as patroon of the said colony, etc. 

Thus done and passed, in good faith, under pledge of our per- 
sons and property subject to all courts and justices for the fulfill- 
ment of what is aforewritten, at Amsterdam, this 26th of August 
X636. 

In witness whereof we have signed these with our own hands in 
the presence of the undersigned notary public. Below was written: 
Kiliaen Van Rensselaer Pictcr Cornelissen 

albert andriessen and 
Claes jansen 
J Vande Ven, Notary 

REYNIER THIJMENSZ AND DIRCK JANSZ 

August 26, i6$6 
Another 

W'c, the underwritten, acknowledge hereby that at our request 
we havf agreed with kiliani i-an rcnssclacr, in his caj)acity as 
patroon of his colony calle 1 Rensselaerswyck, to sail in God's name 
to the aforesaid colony in the ship that now lies ready, for the pur- 
pose of settling there for a period of four years as free colonists 
and inhabitants of that colony, etc. 

Thus agrcefl by us, the undersigned, this 26th of August 1636 
in Amsterdam and was signed in the several liands: reijnicr tlwpias- 
sen,^^ the mark X of dire jansc,^ etc. 

** Given in tlie account books among the Rtnsselagrswyck Mss, aa Reynier Thittnenu, 

Tijmttue m 7 Unansc. ran E !.i'n. 
** Given a« Uirck Janu van Edam. 
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ABRAHAM STAAS AND FAMILY 

February i, 1642 

Another 

Extract from tlie record o^ Mr kiliacn van rensselaer, lord of 
Rcnsselaersvvyck, etc., of privileges and contracts granted to and 
made with his inhabitants and subjects in the said colony, situated 
in New Netherland, etc. 

Abraham Staas 7 an Amsterdam,^^ 24 years of age, for himself 
as well as for trijntgen jochims, his wife, 19 years of age, and a 
servant or boy whom he must take with him, has gratefully ac- 
cepted the conditions of freemen of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, 
after they were read to him, and this for the period of six years 
commencing on his arrival in the colony, with a view to practising 
his profession of surgeon in the colony during the aforesaid time 
(to the exclusion of all others) on the strength of the good, written 
testimonial given him by master jan dircksen brimmer,^ surgeon 
of this city, and shown to the patroon, etc. 

Whereupon the aforesaid Abraham Slaas, besides signing these 
conditions shall take the proper oath of submission and fealty to 
the lord patroon according to the copy thereof, given hun. Done 
at Amsterdam, the ist of February 1642, and in witness thereof 
signed by the said Abraham Siaas in the presence of the under- 
signed notary and witnesses. Was signed: Abram Staas, H: V: 
Velde, j. Vande Ven, notary public residing in Amsterdanu 

■ In reply to an inquiry made for the purpose of aaoertauiiiig whether Ahrshim Staai» 
or Staes, was In any way connected iritih the ceniemporaneoqa and well Inown cft^r 

carpenter of Amsterdam. Ilendrik Jacobsz Stacts. Mr W. R. Vedcr, archivist of the 
city, informed the editor that the records of births for 1617 and 1618 show no Abraham 
whose father is called Staas, or Staes; fresumahly Staas* father b entered tinder hia 
patronymic. Though Staas is not entered in the register of master surgeons, he la 
called surgeon in the record of his intended m.^rriage, Jan. 9, 1642. His place of rcai* 
dence is given as Nieuwe Weg, Amsterdam; that of his bride Tryntje Jochems. as 
Haofitmmer strata, Aoisterdam. Both bis parents were dead at the time and Staaa* 
uncle, Dirdc Jansz, scted as witness. The name of Staas* master was Jan Dircksen 
Brumer, not Brimmer^ Staas was apprenticed to him Aug. 14, 1635. Mr Veder also 
stated that Mr N. de Roevcr, tlie former city affchhriat. left among his notes the 
following memorandum: Abraham Statis in Mamkattmtt 1653; see Pretoeat of Notary 
Touw, 3 May. 
*iSce prcee^f note. 
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EVBKT PELS 

Jfme 5, 1642 

Another 

The patroon of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, understanding 
that several people in this colony outside of their trade occupy 
themselves with the brewing of beer, which not only hinders tiie 
said people in tiieir ordinary work but exposes the houses of the 
patroon to the danger of fire and in addition causes the said beer 
to be sold there in an irregular manner at very extravagant and 
high prices, to wit, at 20 guilders a barrel, to the burden of the 
community, and wishing to make provision in this matter, has 
thought advisable and fit for the service of his subjects, to license 
and authorize, as he does hereby. Evert Pels van StaHjn!^ who is 
well acquainted with brewing, for the space of six consecutive years, 
etc. 

Finally, he must govern himself according to the laws and ordi- 
nances of the lord patroon or his commissioners and submit him- 
self to all the clauses and articles relating to the freemen or colo- 
nists of the colony for so far as they do not conflict herewith and 
which have been read to him, for that purpose, under special pledge 
and obligation more fully expressed therein. Done at Amsterdam 
the 5th of June 1642. Below was written : Evert Pels. 

CORNBUS SBGERSZ VAN VOORHOUT 

August 25, 1643 

Another 

In the name of the Lord, Amen. On conditions hereafter 
specified, CorucUs Segertsen van egmont^ farmer, about 44 years 
of age, for himself, for brechtgen jacobs, his wife, 45 years of age, - 
three daughters and three sons named Cornelis, 22 years of age, 
Claes, 20 years of age, and Seger Camelissen, 14 years of age, also 

" Stettin, in Pommern, Germany. 

**Tb{« b tfie onljr instmnce tbc editor bas found in which the designation van egmcni 

occurs in connection with the name of Cornelis Segers/. In Notarial Papers, !66o-76, 
V.I, in the Albany county clerk's office, Cornelis Scgcrsz is frequently referred to as 
Cem^lt Sggers* van Voorkout and tiie mna dedgntlion tmm Voorkout appears In the 
Van R0m$t«laer Bovner Mss, the Rensselarrrafyck Mss and the records in the Albany 
countjr deilt's office in connection with the names of the children. Voorbout is a 
•mttt place near Lejrden; Einond lies near Alknaar. 
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Lijsbeth, i6 years of age, janetgen, lo years of age and neelgen 
Cornclis, 8 years of age, for whom he makes the promise that they 
will also faithfully carry out and fulfil the following agreement, 
has bound himself and his wife and six children as he hereby does 
bind them, to the honorable KUiaen Van Rensselaer, ex-director of 
the Chartered West India Company and patroon of this colony of 
Rensselaerswyck, situated on the North River of New Netiier- 
land, etc 

In witness of what is aforewritten, this has been sealed with the 
seal of the aforesaid patroon and the colony and signed by the 
aforesaid Cornells Segerss van egmont with his own hand, in Am- 
sterdam this 25th of August of the year 1643. Was signed in the 
several hands : Comelis Segers-Soon. This mark made by breghje 
facets. 

These nine extracts are made from copies and originals and after 
collation are found to agree with them, which is certified by me, 
residing in Amsterdam, 

[signed] /; vaiufe Ven 
nets Pub. 
vij, 

A^, 1649 

10, 

Commission to Nicolaes Coom, as commander and commis on 
Rensselaers Steyn, and to Jan Dirckss van Bremen, as 
skipper of the vessel^ 

August 26, 164s 

The patroon of tlic colony of Reiissolaersu vck. noticing with sor- 
row the great disturbances wliicli have lately occurred between the 
heathen and the Christians near the i-laiid of the Manhatans and 
fearing that this might exten ! further, evi-n to his colony, has on 
the occasion of the olTer of certain ix-rsi^ns io go thither as free 
men (imitating to some extent \hc example of the Chartered West 
India Company with regard to the island of the Manhatans) and 
also for the sake of having a suitable place of retreat for his peo|)le 
to which they can conveniently an<l with the smallest lK)ats betake 
themselves in time of need, which God forbid, and finding that the 
island commonly called Bccren Island, now named by him Rensse- 
laers Steijii, situated in the river at the entrance to the colony, is 
very suitable for both his purposes, has thought fit to admit the 

M V, jr. B. Mu aj- 
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above persons on certain conditions agreed upon with them the 21st 
of this month and, in order to benefit as much as is possible and 
advisable the place of their residence aforesaid, has deemed fit, 
provisionally and till further order, to confer iip<:>n the said island 
the right of staple or bulk breaking of all merchandise which wishes 
to or must pass up from below or down from above, exempting 
always the gqods or vessels (^f the said West India Company which 
going to or coming from Fort Orange may want to pass there 
(provided that under this pretext no goods are included which be- 
long to his colonists or are intended to be sold to them) ; also to 
favor the said inhabitants of Rensselaers Steijn, provisionally and 
till further order as before, with the carrying trade so that all goods 
coming from below or wishing to go down must be transported up 
there or from there down in their sloops and vessels, as is more 
fully stipulated in the aforesaid contract of the 21st; and whereas 
suitable persons are required for this, the patroon respectively ac- 
cepts and hereby appoints under the proper oath of fidelity Nicolaes 
Coom, as commander and commit on the said island, and Johan 
' Dircxss van Bremen, as skipper of the vessel, and hereby orders 
and commands all the inhabitants of the colony, whoevjer tbey may 
be, quietly to allow the same to execute their office in conformity 
with their contract, oath and instructions without molesting them 
in any manner, but rather rendering and showing them every favor, 
help and assistance that circumstances will admit of. And whereas 
the patroon is now sending two millstones to erect another grist- 
mill, in the hope of shipping yearly a great deal of meal either to 
the Manhalans or vicinity or within the limits of his Freedoms, in 
case the inhabitants of Rensselaers Steijn should find it convenient 
and expedient to erect at their own expense a wind or water mill 
either on that island or some nearby creek, the patroon leaves to 
the judgment of his three commissioners and the officer of the 
colony the question whether it would be more expedient to erect 
the said wind or water mill there or somewhere else and in what 
manner the patroon, aside from the ownership of the millstones 
shall receive proper recognition of the mill or water rights. 

And in case the inhabitants of the island of Rensselaers steijn, 
or upon advice as aforesaid other persons of sufficient means in 
the colony, should be willing to erect the said wind or water mill 
at their own expense, charging jirojier fees for grinding as in this 
country and giving the patroon for the use of his stones and the 

■* Waektmettttr tn Commit. 
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mill or water rights a just third part uf the ground grain, the said 
commissioners and the officer are hereby authorized to deal with 
the persons who may be willing to undertake the same, preference 
being given in this matter to those of Renssclacrs steijn, if their 
location is the most favorable and if they have enough wind or 
water. And in testimony of the truth, the patroon has sealed this 
instrument with the seal of the colony and signed it with his own 
hand, and has ordered it to be recorded in the secretary's office. 
In Amsterdam, this 26th of August sixteen hundred and forty 
three. Underneath was written and signed: Kiliaen I'an Rcfisse- 
laer, patroon of the colony of Renssela«rswyck; the fold bearing a 
seal in red wax covered with white paper. 

[Endorsed] 
Copy of the commission of 
NUolaes Coom, 

Placard warning private traders not to sail into the colony and 
setting forth new trade regulations in connection with the 
staple right of Rensselaers Steyn^ 

September 2, 164$ 

Warning, Prohibition and Permission concerning the c»lony of 

Rensselaerswyck 

The patroon of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, foreseeing that his 
necessary, good and sincere intention in occupying and peopling 
Beer en Island (now named by him Rensselaers-steyn) , either 
through misunderstanding or for selfish motives, will be miscon- 
strued and resented because he can no longer suffer that others eat 
the fruits of the table which he has spread and provided; having 
also now for many years past been at heavy expense and spending 
.more money all the time without the enjoyment of any returns 
worth mentioning, while others who come only occasionally have 
through the unfaithfulness of his inhabitants taken more sldns out 
of his colony in a few weeks than he has done in many long years, 
notwithstanding that his commis has at hand quantities of goods for 
barter, resulting from the fact that several colonists or freemen 
pass so freely and easily, in and out of his colony as if it were their 

"V.R.B.Mss 62; entitled: H'aerschoi-wmge, Vcrboth, tnd* Toe-laUnght, weghem 
4t Cototii0 van Renselaers-wyck. Broadside 41 x 28 cm; letterprCM 37.8x14:4 cm. The 
issue of a grncral prohibition to private traders is tuggcated Iqr the pfttVOOtt is hit 
letter to Arent van Curler of March 16, 1643, on p. 6661. 
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colony, their people and their jurisdictiuii : thercttjre the aforesaid 
patroon by these presents gives notice and warning to all such trad- 
ers that by virtue of the fifth article of his Freedoms, granted to 
him by the Assembly of the Nineteen of the Chartered West India 
Company and enlarged by special sovereign act of the High and 
Mighty Lords the States General of the Unite I Netherlands, with 
orders from their High Mightinesses to the aforesaid West India 
Company, as well as instructions and ci)mmands to the director and 
council of New Netherland, proent or future, to maintain him the 
said patroc^n and his descendants forever in the quiet and peaceful 
enjoyment of his privilege^ (which fifth article cedes to him as 
patroon of the earliest colony on the North River the command on 
the said river, with regard to subsequent c«jlonies and colonists, em- 
powering said sul)sequent colonies to appoint one or mure councilors 
to assist him that in consultatinn they may look after the interests 
of the colonics on the river, for which purpose nobody has thus far 
been presented to him so that the said command still rests with him 
alone), by virtue of this he now requests fir>-t of all that the director 
of New Netherland in accordance with the instructions received 
from the High and Mighty Lords the States General assist him 
in maintaining the same so that no i)rivatc traders abuse the 
said river, go forth and sail against his will and intent into his own 
colony, where according to the sixth article the right of high, mid- 
dle and low jurisdiction is vested in him, trade contrary to his will 
and intent with his subjects, even with those who arc tenants of 
his lands and his houses and who hire his cattle and, without set- 
tling their accounts, much less restoring the goods entrusted to 
them, occupy his estate. Such traders furnish them, in the first 
place, with wine and spirits which is bought'*'* there in extravagant 
quantities at very high prices, not onl) by the farmers but even by 
the farm laborers and others, for which they can not pay if they 
treat their master justly but for the payment of which they steal, 
and almost completely rob him of, his undivided wlieat and thereby 
render themselves incapable of settling their accounts and restoring 
the property entrusted to them ; secondly they ruin the whole trade 
in furs as well for the West India Company as for him, the pa- 
troon, by raising the price of the said furs, the larger part of the 
profits going to the savages and the small remaining portion to the 
private traders, so that nothing is left for the patroon who is under 
heavy eacpenses in supporting officers, a minister of the Gospel 

*"The Dutch text bu vgrkocht, literally, told. 
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and other councilors; the profits of his coiinnis (who has to feed 
the savages and provide also for those who assist him faith tully) 
do not exceed those of the least farm hand or even the private 
and foreign traders themselves, notwithstanding no one in his colony 
is allowed, under the oath taken, to trade any furs except with the 
permission and the consent of their lord and master. For all of 
which reasons he, the said patroon, is compelled, for the mainte- 
nance of his colony and his right, to resort to different methods, 
and has been unable to discover any better means than the peopling 
of the above-named island and the granting of the carrying trade' 
and staple right to its inhabitants, for which he has appointed A ico- 
lacs Coren as commander and commit over the same and Ian 
Dirckss van Bremen as skipper of the vessel with orders to unload 
there all goods belonging to himself, to his inhabitants, or to any 
freemen — intended to be sold to his people — and to ship all the 
said goods in his vessels thereto and not further, up or down the 
river; enjoining all those whom it may concern, subject to him and 
within his colony or under his command (with reference to the 
river), that they must govern themselves accordingly and in case of 
opposition must expect both loss and dishonor. Further he pro- 
hibits the sale of wine or spirits to his people in conformity with 
the ordinance previously issued. He permits any one whomsoever 
to transport in his said vessels any goods on proper payment of 
freight charges, with the exception of the said wines, for which a 
special license must be obtained, and to ship the said goods to 
Rensselaer-steyn and unload them for the purpose of selling them 
there, subject to the following regulations: 

I 'That no one shall be allowed to transport goods higher up in 
the colony. 

II Also, that as long as the commisen of the colony have any 
goods for sale on behalf of the patroon, all other goods of the same 
kind must be kept back till the first named have been sold. 

III Also, to deal with no one who has an open account (more 
than one year old) outstanding, much less with those who have 
failed to restore what was entrusted to them. 

Further, that they are not allowed to accept in exchange any 
wheat on which the patroon has any claim growing out of his tithes, 
his third part or his half, or his right of preemption until the pa- 
troon or his commissioners have waived the said right of preemp- 
tion. 

■* iyaehttiuetttr end* Commit. 
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With reference to the skins of beavers and others, inasmuch as 
none are permitted to trade in the same without his especial con- 
sent, he is provisionally willing tliat such of the inhabitants as have 
obtained from him the right to trade shall barter or sell the said 
skins to the free traders residing on Rensseluers-steyn, but not in 
the colony, on turning over to him in advance the number of skins 
stipulated by contract or paying him his half share of the profits; 
all others being excluded. 

And inasmuch as the aforesaid articles impose many restrictions 
on the traders, it were better if the free traders coming from down 
the river exchanged their goods with the commiscn of the patroon 
for furs or wheat and the said commisen in turn exchanged the 
same, partly with the savages for skins and partly with the inhabit- 
ants of the colony for skins and wheat, fixintr tlie prices so judi- 
ciously that the patroon on his part and tlie traders on theirs, as 
well as the inhahitants of the colony, may each get a share in the 
profits, which hv this means may he easily acc<)mj)lished. as the 
only sufferers will 1)e the ^avaj^cs, who now hy the exnrhitant prices 
offered them get what virtually helongs to the patroon, while on 
the other hand this will serve to restore the fur trade to a flourish- 
ing state. And in order that each an 1 every one may he duly in- 
formed as to the content^ hereof, the commander and conniiis of 
Renssclacrs-stcyii, .V/ro/(/t\s- Corcii, is directed to request the di- 
rector, Willcm Kicft, to hring the same to the attention of the free- 
men residing on or near the Manhafans, either by proclamation, by 
posting of placards or by service of formal notice. And in testi- 
mony of the truth, the patroon has signed these prcscnls with his 
own hand and sealed them witli the seal of the colony, in Amster- 
dam, this 2i\ of September i^>43. 

Amsterdam, printed by Themis Jacobsz. in the History of 
Josephus. 
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Redress of the abuses and faults in the colony of 
• Rensselaerswyck^ 

September $, 1643 

Redress of the abuses and faults in the colony of Rensselaerswyck 

Though the patroon of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, in found- 
ing said colony, has had an eye to the enjoyment of the products 
of tiie country and of his labor and to the profits of his invest- 
ments, he has nevertheless also had in especial view, by means of 
settling the country and the practice of godliness, to have the Chris- 
tian Reformed religion proclaimed there in order that the blind 
heathen also mig^t be brought to the knowledge of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and has now already for many years past sent over 
many people, officers and goods, togelher with a godly and learned 
minister in the hope that by the exercise of justice and order as 
well as by teaching and admonition, he might attain his aim and 
object It is therefore to the deepest grief of his heart that he has 
learned that the contrary is the case, namely that things there are 
in such a state that hardly any semblance of godliness or righteous- 
ness is to be found. As to godliness, whereas the word of God 
ought to have softened and opened their hearts to accept not only 
all consolations and admonitions but also all reproaches for their 
sins and to govern themselves accordingly, tlicrc are many who, 
having become liardeiunj and call()u^c(l. absent or hide themselves 
so as not to hear the word of God; as to the rij^hteousncss, which 
consists in keeping the comman ImeiUs 01 the Lord and in the 
liuniblc o!)e<iieiice to their l<ir(l and master as rei;ards fiilfilhng their 
oaths and promises, execntinj^ their contracts and settling and pay- 
ing their debts, all of these dtitics the majority of the people 
scarcely think of. much less observe, the reason for which, as far 
as the patroon can discover, must be ascribed to the following cir- 
cumstances : 

First, to a^mfnrt and abundance , neither of whicli the majority 
of the colonists were accustomed to in the fatherland as they sailel 

•F. R. Mss 6s, entitled: RHrrs/Van dt/Abnystn tndt Faulten in de/Colonir tan 
Rensselaers uyck / t' AnuttrdtHH / Gedruckt by Thuttis Jacobs:, Wooncn irf in de Woh t- 
straet. in dt Histori* van Josephus, Anno 1643. Pamphlet aoxisVicm; Ictfcrpre»» 
17x1 iH em; title pa»H-t4 P«Res text. Siffnatares A and B; ad and 3d rectos of 
•iRnature A marked A.-, A3; ist. and 3d rectos of signattirr B marked B, Ba, Bj. 
Tbu document wa» prepared by Kiliaen van Rena4selaer to remedy many of the evils 
complained of In Ua letter to Aient van Curler of Mareh 16, t64S> for which aee 
p. tfs*-^ 
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in a state of want and poverty, but which they acquired by reason 
of the favorable conditions offered by the patroon, who credited 
them with their passage, advanced tliem money, furnished them 
free houses, live stock and fertile lands, provided them with serv- 
ants, necessaries, yes, practically with everything they could think 
of, wine and spirits excepted, that their situation and occupation 
did not afford. 

Secondly, to extravagance, in using that which is not proper for 
them, not being satisfied with the ordinary drinks of farmers, nor 
with beer, but the majority of them, even to farm laborers and 
others, using to excess wines, brandies and other strong liquors, 
and at such exorbitant prices that they find it impossible to pay for 
them without robbing their lord and master, as the quantity of 
wheat which they have exported without declaration proves suffi- 
ciently. 

lliirdly, to licentiousness and wantonness, (advantage being 
taken of the youth of the commis of the colony), which the prin* 
cipal inhabitants have themselves under personal guaranty par- 
ticularly undertaken to prevent in order under this disguise more 
effectually to play their part and impose upon his youth. 

Fourthly, to unfaithfulness, not only disregar 'ing the ordinances 
and regulations of tiie patroon to which they have voluntarily sub- 
jected themselves, but directly violating and abusing the same, tak- 
ing all they can get on credit, and never paying as the unpaid ac- 
counts show. 

Fifthly, to cm'etousness, which they show in the execution of 
their contracts, interpreting the same to suit their own will and 
pleasure — a privilege which does not belong to them but to the 
patroon only — accepting whatever suits or profits them and reject- 
ing what docs not satisfy their cujii lity, not being content that the 
patroon provided tluni at the outset with houses and the necessary 
requisites without ciiarqc, in or.ler later to reap tlie benefit thereof, 
but involving liini constantly in new expenditures without ever ren- 
dering acct)unt, much less settling: the same, yes, wiiat is worse, 
remaining on their farms after the exi)iration of the leases, with- 
out getting new ones, as if these farms were their own property. 

Sixthly, to persuasion, on the part of oilier freemen coming up 
the river, who make them f<tri,'et their boun !en duty and tlie fidelity 
which tliev owe tiieir patroon. all of which bein-^' .!uly considered 
will go to prove that there are i^reater and worse sin> among those 
who prott'->> to be Chri-tian- than a!n<>n<4 the heathen themsclve>. 

To which must be added the trade in furs, which no one is 
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allowed to carry on without special consent from his lord and 
master and from which the patroon has nothing but a very little in 
the way of his half of the profits, which they are also bound to 
make good at the liquidation of their accounts. 

And before the patroon speaks of the remedy, he desires to point 
out to the inhabitants that these heinous sins and this unrighteous- 
ness cry for vengeance to the Lord God, who has ahready punished 
and chastised them in a noteworthy and exemplary manner with 
injurious and destructive floods, which in former years never 
occurred and now within a few years have taken place often ; fear- 
ing also that God's visitations might still further add to their de- 
struction through extermination by the sword of the heathen whom 
many through avarice have but too liberally provided with the 
weapons for such an attack, the patroon has been unable to think 
of any other or better means of protecting the pious and of punish- 
ing the wicked than by erecting at his own great expense a suitable 
place of security and refuge for his people in times of danger which 
shall also serve as a check on the malevolent, for which refuge 
has been chosen Bcfren Island, now called by him RensselaerS' 
steyn, to be peopled and settleil in accordance with the conditions 
agreed upon with the inhabitants and the privileges granted them, 
with orders and instructions to leave them in the quiet and peace- 
ful enjoyment of the same, without attempting anything to ttie 
contrary on pain of being arraigned for rebellion and mutiny. 

In order now to remedy as much as possible the aforesaid abuses 
so that the patroon may some day enter into the right use, arrears 
and returns of his lands and his half profit on the furs, in the first 
place all farmers must first pay the just tenth of all crops of this 
season, without composition of any kind. 

Then, those whose contracts so provide must pay the patroon 's 
third, while those on the half share plan, after deducting the above 
tenth, must divide tlio remaininj:^ nine tenths into three equal parts, 
one third to to the patroon and two thirds toward the wages of 
the farm hands and the profits of the farmers, and settle accounts 
accor(li!ii:,d y : warniui^^ 1)eiii;i4- lu-rehy Lrivi ii In all farmers on the half 
share system whose lease expire-^ tliat the\ will have to accept the 
terms of Andrics dc J 'as and Cornells van Xcs and of Cornells 
Zc'^crscn who sails by this ship.""" or else leave the colony, it being 
the intention of the i)atr(>on that the wages of the farm hands he 
defraved out of the proilnee directly after defluction for the tithe 
has been made and that the same shall not be charged to the 
patroon. 

Het W«pcn van Reii&sclaerswyck. 
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Concerning the wheat which may remain as a surplus in the 
colony, this shall be delivered to the patroon in accordance with the 
right of preemption at six guilders per mudde, the balance of what 
is due to those who have settled their accounts to be paid in goods 
or other products (skins excepted) at $0^ net advance over the 
purchase price, instead of 10036 or two to one, which the merchan- 
dise costs the patroon, but in consideration of the price of six 
guilders now counted at s^s above. As regards the farmers 
who have not settled their accounts, they must have patience till the 
same are settled provisionally by the commis, Arent van Corler, 
everything however being subject to the approval and closer, inves- 
tigation of the patroon, as he does not intend to have the final 
settlement of accounts take place over there but here at this place 
where the contracts were drawn up and the acquittal must be 
granted, though the liquidation by the commis shall provisionally • 
have effect till further investigation, and inasmuch as the needs of 
the colony may perhaps not reach the amount to be paid for the 
wheat, since the patroon contemplates sending a goodly quantity 
of the same to Virginia by this ship, Supercargo Pieter Wxjnkoop 
shall be at liberty to place the price of his goods at 100;^ above the 
purchase price and of the wheat at eight guilders the mudde or at 
50^ and tlie wheat at six guilders, which are the prices of Commis . 
Arent van Corler, and dispose of the same in behalf of the partici- 
pants in the equipment of said ship and in case any farmer should 
refuse to deliver the said wheat he shall actually be brought to 
Rensselaers'Steyn to remain there till he has settled his account and 
delivered his wheat there, the patroon being unwilling t<> depend 
any longer on the ill will of the peasants, said farmers being also 
rcciuired to render accounts of one half of the profits on the beaver 
skins. 

Oi the first of January 1644 next ensuing, or on the arrival of 
this ship in the colony, all books and accounts in tlie entire colony 
shall be closed, new books to be used thereafter and the old dis- 
used 

And. to betjin with those who are at the head, Commis Arent 
van Corler shall without delay make out his own accounts and 

dchvcr tlic n into the hinds of Pictcr IVijukoop. who will look 
them over and tlion hrinc^ tlicm home with him and hand them to 
me for further examination. 

•« A few accounts amonsr thr Rcns^d'.ertmytk Mu tTC cloied ill July 1644, bat the 
majority in AuRust and September 1644. 

44 
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Thereupon Arent van Carter shall make an accurate list and in- 
ventory of all merchandise and wares previously received that re- 
main in his charge, as well as of all the skins, seawan, goods sent 
away or remaining in the charge of others and of all tiie property 
belongings to the patroon, and continue the same from day to day, 
without fail, noting down everything in proper form in a book and 
not on scraps of paper ; [noting] also his expenditures, transactions 
and matters connected with them, without fail, on pain of losing 
his office and incurring the extreme displeasure of his patroon, who 
hereby warns him for the last time. 

Concerning the goods formerly received by Areni and those 
which are now sent to the colony by the ship, he shaU distinguish 
according to the blank between goods used for the fur trade and 
goods needed by the people. Of the goods employed in the fur 
trade Arent van Corler shall be comntis and have the administra- 
tion, and the skins which he shall receive in exchange he shall turn 
over to no one else under any circumstances, but forward them 
hither. Thereafter he shall specify which goods are suitable for 
the people in the colony to be exclian!T;eil against wheat, without 
lending, but merchandise against merchandise. Of these goods 
Anthotii dc Hoogcs shall be commis and have the administration, 
though he must submit his accounts to Arent van Corler. 

As regards the daily wages or pay of the laborers, separate ac- 
counts shall be kept by Anthoni de Hooi^cs, satisfaction to be given 
either in goods not used in the fur tragic or in wheat or otherwise. 

Officer Adriacn vander Donck shall also promptly render ac- 
counts to Arent van Corler. 

As for the farmers wliose accounts have not been settled, they 
must liquidate tlie same at once on pain of forfeiture of tlie remain- 
ing years of their Ica^c. the latter to be given to tlie foreman or 
other competent person in the colony wlien the time for settling the 
first year's accounts shall have arrive!, everything, both at the 
time of leaving and of reoccupying the farm, to be duly inven- 
toried without concealment, it being the iKitror.n's intention to 
leave no one in possession whose account shall remain unsettled 
for longer than one year atid in case any one should object to this 
measure the same shall be forcibly ejected by the commander, 
Kicolacs Coom, 

In the same manner shall actually be removed from their farms 
all those whose terms of Ica-o shall have expired and who have 
obtained no new leases from Uie patroon and this also without 
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connivance, for otherwise the patroon is not master of his own prop- 
ertjr, and if, in spite of this, any one should still stay on his farm 
without lease the same shall not be allowed to reap any profits 
from his labor, said action constituting a form of violence. Those 
whose leases expire and who are ready to accept the condition of 
one third, before mentioned, must give the patroon timely notice 
thereof, while all freemen whose lease is up and who have not set" 
tied their accounts or obtained a new contract must actually be made 
to leave, or otherwise reap no profits from their land, such as 
WUlem Juriaensen backer, whose term has long since run but and 
whom the patroon deems unfit to remain any longer in the colony, 
and who after liquidatbn of his accounts shall be discharged and 
removed from the colony, inasmuch as he has neither made nor 
obtained a new contract with or from the patroon. 

Symon IValichsen is to be definitely notified that he must leave 
his farm at the expiration of his term, as the patroon has had no 
gain but great loss through him and that he must liquidate and 
settle his accounts, the patroon not wishing to continue him in ser- 
vice any longer. 

Albert Andriescn, whose term has also long ago expired without 
his having made or obtained a new lease or contract, shall never- 
theless be continued for the present but shall not own any live 
stock otherwise than according to the general ride of one half of 
the increase belonging to the patroon and of the right of preemp- 
tion and, in case he does not accept this, his cattle shall immediately 
bo sent back to the place whence they came, with this understanding 
however that half of the increase bred in the colony shall go to the 
patroon in consideration of the pasturage and hay which they have 
used; and as to his accounts he shall also be obliged to close, liqui- 
date and settle the same ; and as far as the couflitions after the 
expiration of his lease are concerned, the patroon adopts for him as 
well as for all others this fixed rule, of which thev must all be 
notified and if they do not wish to contiiuie under it must immedi- 
ately leave the colony, namely, that every freeman who has a house 
and garden of his own shall pay an annual rent or five stivers per 
Rhineland rod and for laufl used in raising tobacco, wheat or other 
fruit'- 20 t^uilders per Rhineland morgen. newly cleared land to be 
free for a number of years, more or less, according to the amount 
of labor required in such clearing, said number of years to be fixed 
by agreement with the patr<H)n's rommissioners ; all of which stipu- 
lations tend in no wise to impair but confirm the right of levying 
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tithes, and by this means the patroon shall know what his revenue 
will be and they on their part shall know what they are entitled to, 
the Tight of preempting grain being also reserved; and as to the 
trade in furs, this is generally forbidden, being reserved for such 
as have obtained a license from the patroon on condition that they 
pay promptly what has been stipulated and not otherwise. 

Officer van der Donck shall diligently inquire respecting those 
who have formerly exported wheat and other goods, as well as 
furs, out of the colony without entering the same and to this end 
he shall with the consent of the patroon's commissioners or any 
two of them order all servants and others who may have had knowl- 
edge of the facts to be examined regarding such persons as appear 
in any way implicated, the patroon having been specially advised 
that Cornelius Theunissen van BreuckeUn has often done the same, 
wherefore his former and present servants must be examined under 
oath, it being the patroon's firm intention to renew and reassert his 
smothered rights against those who imagine them already forgotten 
and no longer to permit the license practised by certain farmers, 
who hold great banquets served with an abundance of wines and 
meanwhile do not close their accounts, consequently, use what be- 
longs to the patroon, as no man, no matter who he is, can have any 
property of his own as long as he has not rendered proper accounts 
and returns, not according to his avarice but to justice. 

Moreover, the money which Pieter Comeliss and Cornelis 
Theuniss owe the patroon under the name of Dirrick Corssen and 
withhold under pretext of their note of hand (notwithstanding they 
know full well that it was the patroon's property), if they refuse 
to hand it over to him willingly under his promise of indemnifica- 
tion, the officer shall force them to deposit with the court, and he 
sliall cs])t cially prosecute Cornelis Thcunisz, who was not allowed to 
trade in furs, in such manner as shall lead to the confiscation of 
these. 

Coming t<^ tlio (|in--li<>n of the \\ai^a-> of thnst' laborers who have 
served llir in 'ivicUial farnurs and wlio were cni;aj^cd lierc by the 
patroon. if thi'v arc not paid yearly bv "^aid farnior^, the >aid wages 
shall be ina !e good separately in the annual account to the patroon 
in wlieat or skins or seawan. so that the farm han<ls mav know 
dcfinitelv uliere tluy are fmallv to seek their payment, which ought 
to be with the farmer'^ unles-, the <ame have turne 1 it over sep- 
arately to the ])atr<ton. of which the farm hands mn^t be notified - 
in order to govern themselves accordingly, as otherwise in coming 
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here they couM obtain no satisfaction, for if the amount were 
charged to the accounts of the farmers it would not be paid till the 
whole account had been cleared and settled. 

Concerning the newcomers in tlie colony, they must he sui)i)licd 
with wheat fur seed and dome^tic use, a> well as with other articles 
stipulated by contract, and those who are industrious and faithful 
he assisted, care being taken to ascertain at the annual settlements 
who i^ the least in debt and who has accumulate 1 the largest store 
of produce, in order to see whether the patri^on can be sufficiently 
certain of ultimate restitution, but no further loans are to be 
made to those who have been three years in the coUniy, unless, 
at the settlement of accounts which is to take place every year in 
January, it is found that there is a good supply of wheat in the 
barn on which a further small credit could be allowed, provided 
that the wheat immediately after it is thrashed be delivered to the 
patroon to pay for his share. 

With regard to the tithes, the same shall no longer be com- 
muted but lawfully collected, unless the cotTimissioners deem it 
advisable to sell the same publicly to the highest bidder. ( ither 
for cash or on short-time payment, when the wheat might be 
thrashed and the buyer pay therewith, the wheat to remain as the 
patroon's security, with this understanding that a farmer may 
not be the buyer of his own tithe but one farmer may buy the 
tithe of the crop on another man^s land; and in case it shall seem 
better for the patroon to have his own hay barracks or bams built 
in which to thrash, the two carpenters who go over now may 
be employed on this work and a strong fellow added to assist 
them, care being taken to have the barracks and bams strongly 
built and erected in the most convenient places where many farms 
are found close together and to put in them the crops of at least 
three farms, as the expense would otherwise be too great, also 
to look out for the third part, which the patroon has reserved for 
himself. 

And inasmuch as wine and spirits are the cause of God*s wrath, 
of the patroon's loss and of all evils, no one whose account is 
open and unpaid shall be allowed to have the same till he has 
discharged his debt, unless the commissioners and councilors 
think fit to make a small allowance for each family as occasion 
requires, for which a license must be given them, as otherwise 
without showing such license to the commander the wine would 
not be permitted to pass Rensselacrs Steyn; with regard to those 
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whose accounts arc settled and wlio owe the patroon nothing, 
in order that they may not pass their Hves in d^unk•enncs^^ and dis- 
sipation, it is the patroon's desire that the commissioners and 
councilors allow each family, according to its station, so mucli wine 
or good beer as will sufiice them for all honest purposes and not 
lead to drunkenness, on which heavy fines shall be imposed and 
proceeds thereof go to the same objects as those of other fines 
and one third to the f)tTicer. but if the ofticer himself be found 
guilty of drunkenness, he shall i)ay a double fine to the behoof of 
the commander at Rciissclacrs-stcyft ; and all of the persons living 
there, from the humblest to the highest, shall be subject to the 
same restriction. 

Coming now to the unchastity with heathen women and girls, 
whoever is found to have intercourse with tiiein ^hall pay the 
first time a fine of 25 guilders, if the woman becomes pregnant 
50 guilders and if she gives l)irth 100 guilders, leaving it to the 
discretion of the minister and the consistorv to decide what the 
obligations of the offender are with regaril to the baptism of such 
children; and if he continues to have illicit intercourse a yearly 
fine of 50 guilders and accord iiig to circumstances banishment from 
the colony, one third of which fines >liall go t«> the officer, another 
third to the commander at Rcussiliurs-Sicyit and the remaining 
third to the patroon for the benefit of the building of the church. 

All those adults or youth who do not attend Divine service at 
least once a week, unless prevent e 1 from so doing by sickness 
or other important cause, shall forfeit for the use of the church 
now in course of erection, the men each week . . . stivers, the 

women stivers, the servants .... stivers, and since the people 

are quite widely dispersed the minister shall devise the best means 
[of reaching all], the patroon wishing to suggest to him whether 
it would not be well to preach occasionally at Rensselaers-Steyn 
in order to be nearer the people who live in that quarter, or else 
on some week day to offer them more opportunity and less excuse ; 
another thing that must be taken into consideration is that of 
the families who live farthest off, members can only attend in 
ttun so as not to leave the houses entirely without supervision, 
consequently that husband and wife shall only count in the fines 
for one if both stay away; but in other cases if either the hus- 
band alone or the wife alone stays away, each to pay his share; 
and may God grant that they have to pay few fines, as this will 

**L«fl Vuk in tbe original. 
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tend to their salvation, there being greater reason than ever for 
leading a go<lly life in such (Ii^tant countriis. 

As the patroon intends to send a large quantity of wheat to 
Virginia by this ship, it is necessary t ) take along as mucii well 
ground meal as the mill can grind and to this end instructions 
have also been given to Supercargo Pictcr VVijncoop to treat with 
the inhabitants of the colony regarding this matter in accordance 
with the above stipulations. 

Since Andries de Vos and Cornells lan Nes have each written 
for two servants, the four men from Hilversum^^" will be allowed 
them, but as one is a shoemaker an 1 another understands wagon 
making, the shoemaker, if he wishes to be free aud to repay the 
patroon for his advance and expenses, shall be permitted to earn 
something toward this by making shoes, which he couli well do 
at the house of van Ncs while assisting him at other times on the 
farm ; likewise the wheelwright at the house of de Vos and, since 
Lubbert Ghijsbertsen the wheelwright lives near there, this servant 
could, help both the said Lubbert and de Vos, the latter to reach 
some agreement with each other in regard to the matter, but if 
Lubbert should not want this, the young wheelwright may come 
to some understanding with de Vos as to what he shall earn with 
the tools which he takes with him at the expense of the patroon, 
and shall at the same time assist him on the farm, for some means 
must be found whereby the patroon shall be repaid for his dis- 
bursement for the tools together with the advance of loo^ on the 
same. 

As the patroon is in every way inclined to benefit the inhabitants 
of his colony, he would have sent a great many more supplies than 
he did, but seeing that everythuig he sent was charged year after 
year on accounts without end and that no payments were made, 
while on the other hand all goods furnished by private individuals, 
especially wines, were promptly paid for, and that the patroon 
misses therefore both his returns and his goods, he has been unable 
to do more, no matter how much he would have liked to; but he 
assures the people herein that if they will duly pay him and render 
prompt returns and if he shall receive satisfactory profits from 
the colony, he will in the future take more pains and send suffi- 
cient supplies in anticipation of prompt payment, either in skins 
or in wheat, and shall expect to that end an annual list showing 

Pr- I nMy Taci.lj T..'nr.Si 1 1-/ \ .if. r>iirI.Mii(t ("Ci ■jcr') , shoemaker, Jacob AdriaeaiS, 
wheelwright, Qaca Andrieu van UUversum and Dirck Uendrickas van Hilvcrtttoa. 
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the kinds and (luantitics of lhinjj;s needed in the colony with indi- 
cation of the sort of payment and statements regarihng the furs 
to he delivered to his cominis upon conditions minutely described 
ahove. 

All persons wlio leave the colony anil po»e>-> any houses or 
property there may >ell the same to whomsoever they please at 
their own price, hnt shall in no wise iorce the same upon the 
patroon. at an apprai'-cil valuatic^ni. as such valuation is derogatory 
to the rights of the patroon, who reserves unto himself in case 
of sale the right, which bjlongs to him. of preemption at his [)leas- 
ure, in which res{)ect his commissioners have not well watched 
his interests, as such property must be sold at public auction and 
the price honestly made known to him or his commissioners, who 
are then at liberty to accept or to refuse the same, but under no 
circumstances must the present commis or his successors accept 
such property in discount of the person's debt, except what he 
or they seize directly in the patroon*s name or is of no importance 
or consequence, and this may serve as a warning for the future, 
as they will be obliged, in case of refusal by the patroon. to keep 
things for themselves and therefore should be careful as to what 
they do seize. 

Coming now to the conclusion, inasmuch as the patroon is not 
able to remedy everything at once, he refers for other matters to 
his commissioners (reserving the final approbation to himself as 
he has always done, still does and will do in the future) ; it being 
understood that he has never given, nor gives, nor will give in 
the future, any unlimited power to his commissioners, his councilors 
or anybody else, but on the contrary well defined authority to 
supplement provisionally such regulations as may here be wanting, 
all to his service and profit according to their discretion an<l to 
justice. 

In like manner the patroon reserves to himself the right ^of in- 
terpretation, extension, decrease, increase or alteration of anything 
herein written, allowing on the one side as well as on the other 
all reasonable complaints or grievances of those who may feel 
themselves hereby unjustly reproached cither through lack.of knowl- 
edge of the exact circumstances or owing to wrong information, 
without however. in any way opening the door to unfounded or 
selfish claims, leaving and commanding every one, the commis-gen- 
erael, the commissioners, the officer, the commander, the respective 
commisen in the colony and on Renssclaers-Steyn, as well as the 
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councilors and others, and every one whom it may concern, each 
one in his respective sphere of duties, collectively or individually, 
to govern themselves accordingly, under the penalties and fines 
herein provided or to be provided hereafter. In testimony of the 
truth of ^hich the patroon has signed these with his own hand and 
aifixed the seal of the colony. At Amsterdam, this fifth of Sep- 
tember 1643. Below was written : Kiliaen van Rensselaer, patroon 
of the colony of Rensselaerswyck. 

Notice to be served on private traders who contrary to the 
patroon's orders sail inta the colony^ 

September 8, 164$ 

Notice, Protest and Permission on belialf of the patroon of the 

colony of Rensselaerswyck 

I, Nicolaes Coorn, commander of Rensselaers-Steyn, on behalf 
of the honorable Kiliaen van Rensselaer, hereditary commander of 
the colonies on this North River of New Netherland under the 
high jurisdiction of the High and Mighty Lords the States General 
of the United Netherlands and of the Chartered West India Com- 
pany, and as his vice commander in his stead, give you 

notice that you shall not presume to abuse the said river to the 
injury of the right acquired 1)y the aforesaid gentleman in his 
capacity as patroon of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, the first and 
oldest on this river. 

Which right he obtained as early as the 19th of November 1629, 
pursuant to the Freedoms and Exemptions granted by the Assem- 
bly of the XIX of the Chartered West India Company, by article 
5 of which it is promised that care shall always be taken that the 
first occupants (in this case the patroon) shall not be prejudiced 
in the rights which they obtained. 

Which by the aforesaid High and Mighty Lords the States Gen- 
eral was further confirmed and extended by letters patent of their 
High Mightinesses granted to him and his heirs, forever, on the 
5th of February 1641. 

And whereas he declares that he is greatly injured: 

First, in that you navigate this river without his knowledge and 
have come thus far against his will. 

^V.R.B.Mss 64, entitled: Insinuatie, Protestatie, ende Pretentatit van weghtn dtn 
Potrfion van dt Cotonit van Rensselaers-wijck. Broadside 41.3x33 eni; letterpress 3t.4xaa 
cm. Tninlatton revised from O'Callaslian, History of New IfrthtHcnd, 1:466-67. 
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Secondly, in that you try to draw away and to allure to your- 
self and if possible to divert, to his injury, the nations who for 
many years have been accustomed to trade either at Fort Orange 
with the eommis of the Company or privately with his eommis; or 
to show to the said nations other and secret trading places, greatly 
to the injury of the West India Company and the patroon. 

Thirdly, in that you spoil the fur trade (by driving up the price 
and bidding even against the commis of the Company at Fort 
Orange as well as against the commis of the patroon) and that you 
who are satisfied as long as you get some booty out of it do not 
ask whether the trade is being so spoiled that the patroon may 
thereby become unable to meet the expenses of his colony or not, 
which is a great injury to him. the patroon. 

Fourthly, in that you seek to debauch his own inhabitants and 
subjects and to incite thein a^;ainst their lord and master, furnish- 
ing them among other thini^s with wine and spirits and selling 
these to them at usurious and high prices, against his will : caus- 
ing yourself to be paid in furs which they obtain by barter con- 
trary to his orders and their own promise, or in wheat which they 
purloin from their lord, of which they have rendered no account, 
of which the tithes have not lawfully been paid and of which the 
patroon has not even received his third or half share according 
to the contract N and of which he has not waived the right of pre- 
emption, obliging the patroon who provides his people with com- 
modities at little or no advance in price (considering his expenses) 
to charge these on account while you go off with the (yes, with 
his) cash, wherebv he is renrlere 1 rir.rd)lc properly to provide his 
people with everything because you so exhaust them and impoverish 
his colony, by which the patroon suffers great injury. There- 
fore, not being oblige 1 to '^uffer any of the^o things from private 
individuals, he hereby causes notice to l)c served on you that you 
must entirely rcfraiti therefrom and in the name aforesaid I de- 
clare, should you in defiance of law, contrary to this protest, pre- 
sume to attempt to pass by force, that I have orders to prevent you 
from doing so. Permission i'; granted you however, as expressed 
in the Warning^* and more fully to be seen and read in the instruc- 
tions given by the patroon to Pictcr U'ijukonp ^ as supercari^o, and 
to Arettt 2'an Corler, as com))\\s-qcncrach under the restrictions of 
the regulations contained therein, to trade with his commisen. but 
in no wise with the Indians or with his private subjects them- 
selves. 

MWirnlnri ProhlMtlon Md P^mtMion, Sept a, 184s; mw p. C8a-8s. 
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And in case you should use force, I am. to declare to you that you 
will Gonunit: 

First, Crime against the High and Mighty Lords the Stales 
General. 

Secondly, Crime against the West India Company and their 
governor. 

Thirdly, Crime against the patroon and his comnumd'" within 
whose jurisdiction you are at present against his will, forcing us to 
necessary resbtance. 

Wherein I shall await what you will answer, do or not do, in 
order to govern myself accordingly, once more giving you full 
warning that you can have no grant (unless from the High and 
Mighty Lords the States General themselves) which can deprive 
him of this his right and that in case of loss you will have to in- 
demnify the patroon of everything. 

Which foregoing instrument, drawn up by the aforesaid patroon 
and commander, he hereby ratifies by signing it with lus own 
hand and sealing it with the seal of the patroon and the -colony of 
Rensselaerswyck, this eighth of September 1643, in Amsterdam. 

Was signed : 

Kiliae n van Rensselaer. 

Bztraeta from instruetioiis and commissions issued by Kiliaen 

van Rensselaei^ 

January 12, 1630 — September 8, 1643 

Clein Segel [signed] / bruijningh 

2St 

Extracts from the instructions and commissions prepared 
and issued by Kiliaen van Rensselaer, as patroon of the colony 
named Rensselaerswycic situated on the North Rivo* of New 
Netherland, to the following officers and servants of the aforesaid 
colony, till the death of the said patroon, comprising a period of 
about 14 years. 

^ C^mmandtmtiUi referring to the patrooa'a command over other colonies on the 
river. 

•• V. R. B. Mst 36, marked H ijo. These extracts were prepared by Notary Joost 
van de Yen, Oct. 7, 1649. in connection with the controversy between the lata pntroon'a 
copartners and the guardians of Johannes van Rensselaer. 



uiyiiizcd by Google 



NEW YORK STATE UBRARY 



BASTIABN JANSZ KROL*^ 

January 12, i6$0 

Laus Deo, the 12th of Jaiuiary 1630, in Amsterdam. 

Instructions from Kiliacn Win Rensselaer to Bastiaen jansz Crolf 
commis at Fort Orange, who if he sees fit may call to his assist- 
ance Dirck Cornelissen}^ his o)i(ier-e<i)iiniis, and such other per- 
sons as he shall think hest aivl atlvisahle. 

First, Cro! shall try to huy the lands hereafter naiiic<l for the 
said rensselaer trom the mahicans, maquaas or such other nations 
as have any claim to them, but treating them with all courtesy and 
discretion, etc. 

In witness that I have requested this of him, with promise of 
proper compensation for his trouble, I have signed this with my 
own hand. Done as above. 

Underneath was written : 

Kiliaen van Renselaer, 

WOLFERT GERRITSZ** 

January 16, 16^0 
Another 

Instructions from kiliaen van renssdacr to ivulfert Gerritsg van 
Amersfoort, January 16, 1630. in Amsterdam. 

Wulfert Gerritsc aforesaid is eni;aL;cd by rensselaer, his service 
to begin on liis arrival in that country. He is Ixiund for four 
summers, but rensselaer may end the contract after one or two 
summers, etc. 

What further iiiav be neces>^ary for the accomplishment of this 
task, umlfert gcrritsz >hall do according to circumstances and write 

Tlie full instructions mr fcuiid in tlit- Li-l,'.-r , -,i-f p. 15S 61. 

** Uirck Cornelisz Duyster. Mr A. Hrcdius, in an article on Pieter Codde and Willem 
Duyster (Chid Hottand. 188B. 6:187-94), citM the Mttlement of the ettate, Oct. t, i6jt. 
of Htiyster's fatlicr, Cornells Dircksz. in his Hfclitnr nie>.scn8rcr between Amsterdam 
and Hamburg. It apr<-ar<: from this document that Dirck Cornelias Duyster was a 
ha1f<brother of the 1andscai<r jiainter Willem Duyster and a brother In law of the painter 
Simon Kick. Tunc \f>.\^. i^imnn Kick it lutliorizcd to collect fjjo from a barber 
(surgeon) at Fort Orange, from which we may infer that Kick visited New Nclhcrland. 
Dirck Cornclis;? Duy«itpr lived at that time in de duystere werett (" the dim world ", 
apparently a play on the fa'iiily nanu i nn Koning .ttrcct. at Anistcrfiam. After the death 
of Willem Duyster, in January 1635, Dirck Cornelisz Duyster changed his will so as to 
conttitute his sistrr. T.ijsbcth Cornelis Dnystcr, bis sole heir. Dirck Cornelisz Duyster 
was drowned off the English coast, on tiis return from Pemambuco, apparently afaortly 
before Ortohrr iftT,fi: <rc p. 329 of this vohime. 

•The full instructions arc found in the Letter Book; sec p. i6i-6j. 
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me all particulars thereof and try to have the house built at the 
place of which I have written to Crol; other matters I leave to 
their discretion and wish them good luck on their voyage. Was 
signed: 

KUiaen Von Rensselaer. 

RUTGER HENDRICKSZ VAN SOEST^ 
July 20, 16 J3 

Another. Copy of a copy. 

Instructions for Rutgcrt hcndricksc i-an socst, officer, and his 
associated council' in Rcnssclaer>\\ yck, sent him hy kiliacn z'an 
fcnssclacr, patroon of the said colony, according to which, so far 
as they apply, he and the other itihabitants of the said place must 
faithfully and honestly govern, comport, conduct and acquit them- 
selves. 

First, rutger hendrix aforesaid, after taking the oath of fidelity 
and as officer aforesaid, shall present himself before and call on 
the cotnmis of Fort Orange and offer him every favor, assistance 
and the usual tokens of friendship, in order that they may mutually 
aid one another not only with word and deed, but in time of 
danger with life and limb, against the common enemy; he shall fur- 
ther entertain friendly relations, each respecting the other. 

Thus provisionally decreed and decided by me the underwritten, 
as patroon of Rensselaerswyck in New Netherland, this 20th of 
July 1632, in Amsterdam. 

Was signed: 

KUiaen Van Renselaer. 

JACOB ALBERTSZ PLANCK^ 

{April 27, i6s4 
Another 

Instructions prepared and issued by kUiaen van rensseiaer, as 
patroon of his colony called Rensselaerswyck, for jacob Albertsz 
Planck, in the capacity of officer of the aforesaid colony, accord- 
ing to which he must faithfully govern himself, this 25th of April 
1634, in Amsterdam. 

* The full instructions are found in the LttUr Book; see p. ao8-ts. 
' sijn bijgevotgde radtn. 

'The full instructions are found in tiie Ltittr Bcok; sec p. «9*-9S> 
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When he arrives on board ship he shall take care that the goods 
sent with hhn according to invoice herewith enclosed under letter 

E, be properly loaded, etc. 

These instructions, broken oil on account of lack of time, shall 
be completed in my name by Director li' outer van twiller. This 
27th of April 1634. Underneath was written: 

K. V, Rensselaer. 

riETEK CORNEUSZ VAN MUMMICKENDAM^ 

October 2, 1636 

Instructions by KUiaen van Rensselaer, as patroon of his colony 
called Rensselaerswyck, according to which Pieter Comelissen van 
Munnickendatn, master millwright (or in his absence or on his 
demise, Claes janss van Naerden) must govern himself, this ad of 
October 1636, in Amsterdam. 

As soon as he goes on board he shall look over the accompanying 
list to see whether all the persons mentioned in it are on board, 
etc 

Thus issued on the day and date as above and signed with my 
own hand. Underneath was written: 

KUiaen Van Rensselaer, 

CORNELIS TEUNISZ VAN BKEUCKELEN^ 

August. 4, j6s9 

Another 

Instructions for Cornelis theunisscn z'an breuckel, representative 
of the patroon and the participants oi the colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck, according to which among other things he must govern him- 
self in defendimT the rights of his lord and master. 

First, he shall take care and help to bring it al>out that means 
be found to pay the persons connected with the church and the 
government, etc. 

And in order that no one may doubt that what is above written 
is the will of his patroon, the said patroon has thought fit to seal 
these instructions with the seal of the colony and to sign the same, 
this 4th of August 1639, in Amsterdam. 

* The full instructions are not among the V. R. B. Ms*. 

•The full laatnictiom are foand ia the Ltiitr B—hi Me p. 459-^S> 
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ADRIABN VAN DER DONCK' 

May 14, 1641 ' 
Another 

instructions issued by Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, as patroon of his 
colony called Rmssdaerswyck, for Adriaen Comelissen vander 
danck, officer in the said colony, according to which he must faith- 
fully conduct himself. 

First of all, he shall promote the true and pure service of God, 
in conformity with the Christian Reformed religion as the same is 
publicly taught and maintained in the churches and schools of these 
United Provinces and, by the authority of the High and Mighty 
Lords the States General, more fully set forth and confirmed by the 
national synod held in tlie city of Durdrccht in tlie years 1618 and 
1619. 

Given at Amsterdam, on the 14th day of the month of May of , 
the year 1641 ; signed by the lord patroon and sealed with his seal 
and tliat of the colony. 

ADRIAEN VAN DER DONCK^ 

> May ij, 1641 

Commission for Adriaen vander done, officer in the colony called 
Rensselaerswyck situated on the North River of New Netherland. 

Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, by purchase from the native owners and 
by the sovereign power of the High and Mi;^dity r.ords the States 
General of the United Provinces of the Nothorlaiuls and by the 
. Freedoms and Exemptions of the Chartered West India Company 
of the said Netherlands perpetual patroon and lord of his colony 
called Rensselaerswyck situated on the River Mauritius or North 
River of New Netherland, being the first colony on the said river, 
to all to whom it shall be necessary to show this present commission, 
grace and peace, eternal bliss and temporal welfare from God the 
Father in Jesus Christ his beloved Son, our only and perfect Savior, 
Amen, etc. 

Giyen at Amsterdam and in witness thereof confirmed by the 
signature and the seal of the lord patroon and his aforesaid colony, 
on this 13th of May 1641. Underneath was written: 
Kiliaen van Rensselaer, patroon of the 

colony of Rensselaerswyck. 

* The full instnictioiu are not among the R. B. Mu. 
«TlM fun conwnlMhwi b not moat the V, R,B, U$s, 
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ANTONY DE HOOGES^ 

July ij, 1641 
Another 

Instructions for Antlwuie dc lloogcs, engaged as under book- 
keeper and a^>istant to A runt I'an Curler, according to which he 
must faitlifuliy conduct himself, this 17th of July 1641, in Ams- 
terdam. 

Going on board at tlie 1 txcl. witli God's help, he shall first of 
all see w hether tlie people, who are to sail now for tlie colony, are 
on board ship, namely, etc. 

NICOLAES COORN AND JAN DIRCKSZ VAN BREMEN* 

• .. . > 

. August j6, 164s 

Commission of Nicolacs Coorn and jan dirckssvan breetnen, com- 
mander of Beeren Island, otherwise called Renssekters-^eiin, situ- 
ated in the colony of Rensselaerswyck, on the North Rtvcr of 
New Netherland. 

The patroon of tlie colony of Rensselaerswyck, noticing with 
sorrow the great disturbances which have lately occured between 
the heathen and the Christian^ near the island of the manhatan 
and fearing that this niiglu extend further, even to iiis colony, has 
on the occasion of tlie otTer of certain per--ons to go thither as free- 
men ( imitating to some extent the example of the Cliartered West 
India (.'omi)an\ witli regard to tlie island of the itianhatans) and 
also for the sake of having a suitable place of retreat for his people, 
etc. 

And in testimony of the truth, the patroon has sealed this instru- 
ment wdth the seal of the colony and signe<l it with his own hand 
and has ordered it to be regi-^tered in the secretary's ofHce. In 
Amsterdam, this 26th of Am;n-t i^>4.v 

Underneath was written: 

Kiliacn \ 'an Rensselaer, patroon of the 
colony of Rensselaerswyck. 

* The fall inftructloiu are not amoiiK the V. R. B. Mts, 
The full coromiMion is V. R. B. Mss 27; tee p. 68o-8a. 
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NOTICE TO BE SERVia> (>.« PRIVATE TRADEitS WHO SAIL INTO THE 

COLONY*' 

September 8, 1643 

Notice, Protest and Permission on behalf of the patroon of the 

colony of Rensselaerswyck 

I, Nicolaes Coorn, commander of rensselaers steijn, on behalf of 
the honorable Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, hereditary commander of the 
colonies on this North River of New Nctherland under the high 
jurisdiction of the High and Mighty Lords the States General of the 
United Netherlands and of the Chartered West India Company, and 
as his vice commander in his stead, let you, etc. 

Which foregoing instrument drawn up by the patroon and com- 
mander, he hereby approves by signing it with his own hand and 
sealing it with the seal of the patroon and the colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck, this 8th of September 1643, in Amsterdam. 

Was signed : 

Kiliaen Van Rensselaer. 

These eleven extracts are taken from the Letter Book^^ and the 
copies of tlic f)ri;[,n*nal instruments preserved in the house of Mr 
Kiliaen van Kenseiaer, deceased, and after collation are found to 
agree by me, notary public residing in Amsterdam; in witness 
whereof, I have subscribed this with my notarial signature, VII 
October 1649. 

[signed] J: vande Ven 

nots Pub, 
vij, 

i4« J649. 

10. 



**Tbe original from which this extract is made is a broadside, V.R.li.Mss 64; 
*^eopil boeek. 

45 
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Account of ammunition lor Rensselaen Stesm" 
September lO, 164$ 

Account of ammunitiofli for Rensselaers Steijn and the arsenal'^ 

2 three-pounders, iron, of 1890 lb at 11 guilders [a 
ICQ lb], with their gun carriages, ladles and 



sponges i2iy 7 

r cannon of 1310 lb at 6 guilders f 80 10 

1 gun carriage with its irv nwork f 13 

2 pieces of 3885 lb at 8 guilders a 100 lb f3io 16 
8 gun carriage wheels and 15 tackle blocks ^ 9 ^5 

100 lb musket balls f 11 10 

20 balls of 5 lb and 20 balls of 6 lb ^ 14 4 
% ream cartridge paper f6:io and 4 cartridge molds 

f4:i2 i II 2 
2 cylindrical brashes, 2 cartridge sticks, 3 patterns, 

^ files f2 :8 ^59 

I laige chest to put the ammunition in f 4 4 

I drum with 6 skins, two sticks and accessories f 22 10 

I trumpet f 7 



£707 8" 

12 shackles with bolts and locks f 12 

100 lb pig lead f 10 15 

100 lb shot, with expenses f 12 il 8 

300 lb powder, 200 coarse and 100 fine, with the kegs f 120 
2 ball molds, 4 lead ladles, i cutting toul f 13 10 

18 muskets with their shoulder belts (42 
5 firelocks f6o 
2 pistols fio 
18 spears fi6 4 

''•lb of match f 8 



£136 4 



" V. R. B. Mss 28. 

tVagenhuijs: evidently • miitake for Wapenhuijs, arsonil, referred to In Cf»«f 
Botek. 1640-50, No. F, among the RtntseUurswyck Mss. 
Should be £707:7. 
» Blank in origbial. 
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I silver-plated sword for Corcn^*^ fl6 
l(j broadswords with belts f43 4 

I haiid screw f 3 10 

£62 14 

£ 62 14 

6 entrenching tools at fi:i2 stivers; 12 shovels and 

spades at 17 stivers; together f 19 16 



£1094 18 8 

[Endorsed] 
1643 :io 7tb. 

Ammunition o£ Rensselaers steyn. 

Proper remedy against the abuse of outstanding accounts in the 

colony of Rensselaerswyck^' 

September 16, 164J 

Copy. 

N. B. No latitude to be given to tlie conscience or discretion of 
the farmers, but the law to be rigorously enforced. 
Here follow the instructions. 

1643, ^cpt. — I'roper remedy against the abuse of outstanding ac- 
counts of the principal farmers as well as of others. 

As the Redress of the abuses and faults in the colony of Kens- 
selaerszi'xck,^*^ issued by the patroou iti printed form, refers to 
many irregularities and among tliesc principally to the running up 
of unsettled accounts, special attention is here given to the form 
and manner in which saifl accounts must be drawn up. 

W ith reference hereto comes up the (jiu stion : wlio are obliged 
anil who are not oblige 1 to make up these accounts. 

I'nr the farmer> or inhal)itaiU'- of the colony to think that the 
comniis of the patn>on must make tlie>e out for them, tliat is a mis- 
take. I'or he is by no means in the employ of private in lividuals, 
but in that of the patroon. l^lis duty, therefore, is really to pass 

**Ntcolact Coorn. 

"This (Jocumrnt dors not form part of the Van Rensselaer Powicr collection but i<; 
recurdcd in a volume entitled Coptje van ecnige Aden en andere aenmerckeltjke 
NoHtitn, 1643-48, p. *4-34, amonv the Rensstlatrsmyck Mu. A translation ■pf.ear* 
in 0'CallaKh.in. History of Sen- Nethcrlnnd, 1:44^-47. but is so faulty as to be 
practically worthless; for this reason and because of the close connection of the 
doctttnent with the within nentioacd *' Redress " of Sept. St 1643. « new transtotioB is 

here iti>.trtoii. 

"Sec p. 686-97. 
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provisionally, in the name of the patroon, upon all accounts in the 
colony and to look them over, atlding thereon his advice and opinion 
and then to send them over to the patroon for his approval, criti- 
cism or rejection. 

Although he is accountable specially to the patroon. he is so far 
accountable to the inhabitants that he must tlchvcr lo thcni th * 
accounts of such property (nierclia!i<lise or otlier goods, wliich they 
receive from him j as is under iiis a»hinnistration. liut as regards 
the accuunts [of property] under the management and (Hrection of 
the lanncrs, and of all others wln^ have administration of any prop- 
erty, belonging in whole or in part to the patroon or to him in com- 
pany w ith others, such must be rendered not by him to them, but 
by them to him. 

As it is just that each one ^huuM render account of his own 
acts, since an outsider can not k\uA\ what thereof is right or wrong, 
it necessarily follows as is cusloniary throughout the world: — • 

1 hat all farmers or others who hold any of the patroon's prop- 
erty, must make out their own accounts, and deliver them to the 
patroon or his conimis for examination. Should they say that they 
are not able to do this, then they ought not to have accepted or mi- 
dertaken it, much less allow it to run on for several years, lest other- 
wise the inability or the lo>s to result therefrom, may fall on them, 
and they remain bound notwitlistanding to render the account. 

It is not inability on their part but a jierverse desire to defraud 
the patroon. and thereby to place him at cro.»roads thinking that 
everything that they in this way can conceal from him sliall remain 
concealed and that he will know nothing thereof. 

I'hat it has been feasible for them [to render accounts] every year 
and -till i'^ so. shall appear. I'ut that they design something else 
thereby, that shall also quickly come to light. 

Under the cloak of this simplicity, the following bad practices are 
concealed. 

I That they make themselves trustees of properly which is under 
their administration and direction and for which they are account- 
able, without rendering any account. 

II That they may run up their outlays and expenses according to 
their [own] pleasure. 

III That they include in the expenses of the farm their own per- 
sonal expenses which they incur for clothing, furniture and unlaw- 
ful drink. 

En daermecdt op eenen kruys tvecit te sctten. 
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IV That they can embezzle as much wheat and other produce as 
they please. 

All of which the patroon repudiates as inconsistent with right and 
conscience; the trouble is therefore not only with the manner in 
which the accounts are drawn but that the people thereby alter his 
contracts and their promises. 

They have made promises to him in accordance with the first ar- 
ticle of the contract of Gerrii de Reux, deceased, whereto all con- 
tracts refer, until the arrival of the farmers from Breda. Of this 
contract of the late Gerrit de Reux, which they well knew how to 
cite with keeness and impertinence, as regards the preemption of 
the grain, they stated that copies were in that country; to these 
copies, as well as to the original remaining in his hands, the patroon 
appeals. And it will be found in the beginning^ thereof, that they 
are bound under oath, on pain of losing their wag^es and effects, that 
neither they nor their people will trade in any forbidden peltries of 
otters or beavers, nor obtain any '^uch as presents or otherwise, with- 
out the express consent of the patroon. 

So that all snch as have done so have forfeited their effects, un- 
less they have subseciucntly obtained the consent of the patroon: 
province wliich to him, he will confirm the same provided they ful- 
fil the conditions on which he gfrantcd it to them: 

Namely, half the pr()tii> each time they trade and barter. They 
must therefore render ni)right account and declaration of what they 
have gained tlicrchy. and credit him with his half. If they now say 
tliat thev can not render such account, the i^atroon insists, accordini,' 
to their contract, on the confi'^cation of their effects. £?ivinj:j them the 
choice hetwcrn one an 1 the ntlier : and lliat continuously from year 
to year : and this is the first point. 

Coming now to the Other points of their contracts, they turn these 
around coin|tlctely. 

Brant PrcU'ii and Conii-lis I'nn Iheuckrl are for themselves i)er- 
sonally bonn 1 to render an account for tlic i^o(Kls hrou^-lit by d.- 
C aimer Slcutcl and hct ll'acpcn van Xoorwcf^cu. among which were 
divers goods which they traded for beavers, whereof Aroiiit ran 
C urler writes that not 12 pelts have come into his hands. They re- 
main, besides, bound and accountable as security for Arcndt van 
Curler, whom the patroon sent over only as assistant and they put 
up as cotmnis under their bond, as appears by their own band. 

Further, tlu \ misinterpret all these following points. Their con- 
tracts read that they must defray out of the common produce and 
profits : 
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I The wages of their men and boys. 

II Next, their board. 

III Next, their own expenses, as regards board on the farm, their 
contract speaking in no way of drink but simply of wages and 
board ; as far as drink is concerned, they must content themselves 
like other farmers with milk and ordinary beer, but during the har- 
vest, as an exception, good beer, and for the rest with what the 
river affords. 

i V That they have undertaken to pay, out of the general produce, 
all wear of wagons, ploughs ; in fine, all damages and losses. 

All of which most of them fail to pay, leaving not only the wages 
of the servants to fall on the patroon, who with trouble has obtained 
these for them, but even taking on credit, without pa3dng any 
money, such merchandise as the contmis, Arendt van Curler, has de- 
livered to them. 

From which it appears clearly, that over and above all their de- 
bauches in wine and strong drink, every one would fain claim and 
has much to demand in settling accounts, and the patroon who in 
the first place supplied their equipment, their requirements of dwel- 
lings, cattle, wagons and plows and their needs of stockings and 
shoes, linens and woolens, as the invoices sent by him can prove, 
would still, instead of the returns from his goods and profits from 
the farms, have to pay large sums, which he never intends to do. 
He forbids his commis to settle any accounts of masters or serv- 
ants until the masters shall first have made out and paid the ac- 
counts of their servants, and so from year to year, and shall then 
have drawn up their own accounts in the following manner (charg- 
ing him, the commis, not to meddle in any one else's affairs nor to 
make up any accounts except of what he has [in chari^c] . but to de- 
mand in the name of the patroon that all outstanding accounts set- 
tled in the following manner by the farmers and other persons who 
are to render accounts) : 

Firstly, those who hold the land on half shares shall make up their 
accounts accordingly. 

I F.acli year report hniu'stly the whole amount of L;raiii and other 
produce obtained that year from the farm ; and those who can not 
do so shall incur fine and penalty. 

ir Item, what they have received from the sale of hogs, from 
milk, butter and other ])r(»ducts. 

Ill Item, what grain they have delivered and sold to freemen in 
the colony. 
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Herefrom must be deducted, and by them be paid, according to 
their contract: 

I The wages of the farm hands, with the 16 guilders yearly for 
the patroon. 

II The board of themselves and people. 

III The wear of wagons, plows, repairs of houses, barracks, 
fences, and other such things. 

This being deducted, they must make out an account of what then 
remains; indicating to the patroon, or his comtnis, the just half 
which falls to him, first deducting the tithes. 

Now as regards the just half of the remainder, which belongs to 
the farmer, therefrom must be subtracted the followinj^: 

I What he has had for himself each year for clothes and house- 
hold articles. 

II What he has had each year from the patroou's store for him- 
self and his men (from whose wages he in turn is to make a de- 
duction). 

II r Wliat he and his pcojjle spent each year in wine and strong • 
drink, whereof the patroon is not bound under his contract to pay 
his half; the patroon statinj^^ peremptorily that all the wines which 
have been dnnik in the colony and paid for in £![rain or other com- 
mon effects shall not be deducted from the general stock, much 
less from his share, but from that of the person who consumed 
them, whether man or woman, master or servant, having promised 
no one such, much less in so great abundance as many have used. 

And as regards the iiuTease of the animals, each farmer shall 
each year give in an exact account of those that have died, those 
that have been added and those that have been disposed of; and 
the patroon understands the preemption price of cows to applv to 
those which calve in their third year, and not in the second, as 
the valuation on the part of the Company, to which the preemption 
price has reference, is understood of cattle which calve in their third 
year. So that those calving in their second year, which gradually 
decrease in size and produce smaller stock, are to be taken at 
only half the price or a little more. 

And whereas the fanners commonly employ contrary means and 
enter upon wrong courses, as for example, when grain became 
scarce and more in demand, then many of them sent a great deal 
away and sobl it higher than the preemption price or delivered 
it recklessly and in gross on their own authority to the Company's 
servants without receiving special payment therefor or obtaining 
special bills of exchange or drafts; therefore the patroon resolves. 
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as is just, that for all such wheat as is delivered in this maimer 
to the Company he is not boun J to give compensation until the 
pajmient therefor has come into his purse. He hereby gives the 
farmers notice that, from the beginning until now, being now nearly 
13 years, he has received but one payment in money, 1500 guilders, 
in all that time; the remainder has been credited against goods 
and provisions delivered to the farmers and the people of the 
colony, who have had the same charged to the patroon in amounts 
of two to three thousand guilders, without naming man or horse. 
These accounts must first be properly itemized as to who b, and 
who is not, to pay for those amounts, allowing no exceptions or 
excuses from one or tlie other as, " I have not had this ; I have not 
had that," each one desiring to clear himself by his own statement ; 
and although some will be found more at fault than others in this 
respect, yet it must nevertheless first be cleared up or settled from 
whom these sums are due. For what one has delivered and another 
has received, that he must fin j out to whom payment is due, and 
• not the patroon. Nor can any money be charged to the patroon 
which has not been receivcl at his office, particularly not if [the 
grain] has, without his consent, been delivered or sent to the Com- 
pany and by them accepte l on the general account of Ihe colony, 
as appears to have been done ; and such farmers had done better to 
have immediately taken their payment in return therefor. 

And whereas grain is now somewhat less in dcnian l and will 
apparently be somewhat lower in price, tlic patroon herchy also 
notifies the fanners who have runnins^- acc<>nnt> that they must not 
hand in their statements of produce I'elivcred in gross, but sep- 
arately : 

I The tenths. 

IT That which is for t'.ic men's wages and that which is tor the 
yearly cx])enscs. 

Ill The third or half helrnj^nnj.,' tt> the patroon. 

Which Ix'inj^; done, what i> then fonnd to he justly coming to 
them may eacli year be balanced against other accounts so as not 
to get into arrears. 

They must offer the total numher of mud 'es of grain to the 
patroon's commis, demanr'ing of him whether in the name of the 
patroon he .consents or declines to take it over, in which matter 
the commis must govern himself according tf) the orders of the 
patroon and acconHng to the expected prices and sales, which he 
may be able to obtain for it in cash, goods or peltries, without giving 
credit, and if conditions are contrary he must refuse to take it over. 
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in wliich case the farmers are at liberty to do their best with it, 
and this is the option of the right of preemption. But that the 
farmers should wish to crowd up the commis and overload him 
with produce when it is low in value, and when at a higher price, 
themselves sell it, as many have done — that is in no wise the in- 
tention of the patroon. He warns all farmers to put their people 
on their guard against this and not to celiver any mixed grain; 
that is to say, wherefrom the tenth and the third, or half accord- 
ing to contract, have not been separated or paid. 

Coming now to the conclusion: the patroon declares that he 
will not accept any accounts which cover several years; but that 
every farmer, or whoever he be, shall deliver to him yearly ac- 
counts of the year's profits, as well for them as for him. 

That also things delivered wherefor they have not received 
special payment, or which have not come into the patroon's office, 
must remain in the general account until everythmg has been cleared 
up and itemized. 

That none of the inhabitants have or can have any free or ^ 
private goods, except such as have rendered their yearly and proper 
accounts. 

And if they should complain of this, the patroon, who has not 
received any accounts from them in all that time, has much greater 
cause to complain. As to their reference to the patroon's commis, 
saying that it is his fault, it has already been stated that he is not 
in their service but in that of the patroon, that he is not obliged 
to make out their accounts but the patroon's, and that every person, 
be he who he may, the patroon's commis as well as other persons 
who have entered into contracts, farmers, yearly or daily laborers, 
each shall make out his own account. The commis generael is 
specially enjoined to account to the patroon; and all others, none 
excepted, shall account to the commis generael for his examination 
first, and afterwards for the approbation of the patroon. 

As for their imaj^iiiing that all their secret practices of covetous- 
ness will ihronj^'li length of time forgc tten. they will find them- 
selves deceived; if tiiey take a course toward the west to escape, 
the patroon will take a course from the east, in order with the ris- 
ing of the sun to expose their deception. 

The patrfxm does not propose to wrong any one in the world, 
much less the least of his inhabitants ; hut as lie will noi wrong any 
one, so on the other lian I he will not he hoodwinked or wronged 
by any one. Every man whose conscience is not asleep or seared 
will well understand what that means. 
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And all persons, farmers or servants, are warned that if they 
come over with any accounts wliich they liave extorted from tlie 
connnis throngli his ignorance, ur ])y l)cr^uasion or threats, they 
will have to pass tlie review of tlie preceding points before liiev 
can get satisfaction from the patroon, who being far from his 
property is near to his loss. 

In the meantime, the patroon is heartily desirous of a full settle- 
ment with all who have obtained their goods, however much, witii- 
out prejudice to him, and wishes them all luck and prosperity there- 
with. While it is in part due to the carelessness of the commis that 
neither he nor any one else has, for five or more years, sent any 
accounts, yet the patroon must hrst make his demands upon those 
who have not, according to their bounden duty, rendered any ac- 
counts to the commis. which every one in the colony was ohlis^e 1 to 
do, and their neglect shall tend not to the accusation but to the 
excusing of the commis. Nevertheless what he was bound to do, 
and must and ought and could have done, in regard to the goods 
sent to him, thereof he shall not be excused by the patroon. 

These things then being so, you arc requested to direct the work 
so that for the future I may know precisely, each year, what profit 
each farm gives me, for I am not liable in case of loss; after I 
have once delivered to them dwellings and cattle, they must find 
means to pay the tithes, the servants' wages, and the patroon's half 
and third without confusing them; and what supplies they then 
, need, fhey must pay for out of their own share ; and God grant that 
regular and proper accounts may at last be kept there from year 
to year. Done this i6th of September, 1643, Amsterdam, and 
signed with his own hand. 

Was subscribed : 

Kiliaen van Rensselaer, 
Patroon of the colony of Rensselaerswyck. 

Then followed: 

There has been sent to me here, from the Matihatans, 
an extract of the contract of Gerrit de Reux, deceased, in which 
many articles are left out. Let Arent look among the papers to see 
if they have not a complete contract. Otherwise I have the original 
here, which I will send over if necessary. But I think that Arent 
has it. Vale, 

Was signed : K V R» 

** Judging from this note, it would seem that the original of tlic above document WM 
sent by the patroon to Johannes Megapolensit. The original is not among the 
Rtmutlammyek Msg, 
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Account of grain delivered by Teunis Dircksz van Vechten to 

the West India Company^* 

August p, 1644 

Tuciiis dirchsz van Vcchtcn, farmer, has delivered the following 
grain to the honorable West Inciia Company. 

1640, 8 October To skipper Cars Pieierss schepels 108 



1641, 10 April To skipper berent Jacohss 40 
26 May To skipper cors Pietcrss 68 

1642, 19 January To crol 60 
do. To do. in the granary 160 
3 July To skipper wesscl Evcrtsen 190 
20 September To skipper Egbert Van Borsum 108 

1642,^ 27 September To Sr CroH 12 



Schepels 746 

And was signed : Arent ran Corler 
This a farmer (!elivcred in three years. 
This day, the 9th of August 1644. 

Arendt Van Corler [canceled in original] 

Sentence of banishment pronounced on Adriaen Willenwz'' 

August ij, 1644 

The honorable president and council'*^ of this colony of Rensse- 
laerswyck. having heard tht- voluntary confcssinn of .Uinaoi II il- 
Iriiisc, at present in iron^, to wit: that he on Saturday last, being 
the 6th of August, at the house of the patmon where the ( Ot)uiits- 
;^ciicracl, Arendt Van Curler, resides, climbing in through the win- 
dow of the said house, stole seven beavers and in the afternoon of 

Written on the bade of tiie ordlnatice eoncemlnf the fur trade, May 8, 1645. 
V.R.B. Mss 3t. The account u apparently ■ copy of an extract made by van Curler 
from a ledger account of sniin furnished hy himself and seven others to the West 
India Company, 1638-43. amons the Renssiltu-rswyck Mss. On f.5 of this ledger 
account^ the present entries occur under the heading: Tutnit Dirckss, credit, by the 
following grain to the Chartered West India Company since Basttaen Jansen Croll has 
had bis residence here. 

''This should be 1643, *7 October, according to the above mentioned ledger account, 
in which Egbert van Rorsum U called the Company's skipper. 

Copy in handwriting of Antony de Hoogea in r. K. B. Mss 18. Oilier copy in aame 
handwriting, signc! I v Arrnt van Curler, amonp tl r Rrnjsflnrrstvyck MsSm Trtnalstion 
revised from O'CaUaglian, History of New Nethcrland, 1:3.'0— ai. 
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the following Monday eight beavers and a third; also that on the 
aforoaid Saturday he stole from tiie garret of the said house half 
a hide of u[)i)er leather; and having further heard the demand of 
the oftieer against the delinquent and duly considered the circum- 
stances of the case, have ordere<l and sentenced, as we hereby 
do order and sentence, that the delinquent be brought to the public 
place where justice is executed and, tied to a post, be exposed to 
ignominy fur the space of two hours, with some of the stolen goods 
around his neck, after which he shall prostrate himself before the 
honorable gentlemen ul the court and beg pardon of God and of 
justice; and further that henceforth and forever he shall be banished 
from this colony and never be allowed to return to it Done in 
council this 13th of August 1644. 

By order of the president and council of this colony of Rensse- 
laerswyck. Underneath was written : Arendt Van Curler, 

Ordinance regulating the picking of hops^ 

August J/, 1644. 

The honorable court of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, noticing 
the great evil which occurs yearly by the untimely picking of the 
hops which tends largely to the loss and detriment of this colony, 
and wishing to remedy this, have ordered and thought fit, as they 
hereby do order and think fit, that no one shall be allowed to pick 
' any hops in this col(.>ny or to carry any hops that are picked outside 
into the colony before the 25th of September of each year, on for- 
feiture of the said picked hops and an additional fine of 25 Carolus 
guilders whenever any one is found to act contrary to this ordi- 
nance ; and the hops which have been picked or are being picked at 
present shall be burned by the officer of this colony, as they are not 
merchantable hops and cause great fraud by being mixed with others 
and otherwise. Therefore, let every one take heed and guard him- 
self against loss. Done in council, this 31st of August 1644. 

By order of the honorable court of this colony of Rens- 
selaerswyck. 

Underneath was written: 

Arendt Van Curler, Secretary. 

Copy in bandwritinf of Antony de Hoofe* in V, R. B. Mst iS. 
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Ledger ot the accounts of the ship het Wapen van Rensselaers- 

wyck** 

October 20 — December 26, 1644 

Laus Deo in the ship het Wapen Van Rensselaers IVyck fol. i 

1644 

Johaii Sininnsc, skijiper, debit 

Uct. 26 To i)aymcnt to hcndrick Jansen Smitt iiy 10 

as appears hy liis receipt 
do. 28 T<j i)aynic!it to flips Gerritsen as appears 

by his receipt iiy 16 8 

do. To payment to Thomas Bruijn also as 

appears by his receipt £26 



Total f6i 6 8 



Sti7'cii Stcz'i'iiscn , l>oats\vain, debit 
Oct. 20 To tlic aiiiount paid to him by Pieter 

Hart gens fl6 

Steven Stevenss, Frenchman, debit 

Oct. 20 To the amount paid him by Pieter Hart- 
gens fl2 

Louweris dc Bloem, engaged as sailor by 
the skipper, debit 

Oct. 26 Paid to him f 2 10 

do. 28 Also paid to him {2 10 

do. Also paid to him f 2 10 



Total f 9 10^ 

V. R. B Vff in, rntitUrl: .4nno 1644. Srhult HiU'tL- l''>i>r Ri-erkfttini;!!,' I'lint Scliif 
het Wapen I'an Kcnsslorrs H'yck ; marked No M. Kntries in the Itrdjier show tha il 
must have been krpt h>- some one in authority, other than the skipper, Jan SiauMisx, or 
the supercarRO. Pieter I('i/»ti 'i^. The closing of the early acc-mnt hooks amonij thf 
Fensselaerswyck Mss by Art-nt van Courier, in AuKiist atid S«iFtemV»er 1644, rcfereii c* 
to van Curler's departure in subsequent accounts kept by Antony de Hooges, and 9 
draft hy \r< tit van Curler on the owners of het Wapen van Rcn-^'-claerswyck in favif 
of Jan Jansz Damcn for a fat ox and a fat hoK delivered for the use of said ship 
Oct. 19. 1644. fV* K. Col. Mss, S: 131), make it practically certain tfcsl van Curie'' 
^ailcd hy het Wapen van Rcnssclarrsw yck and that thi- li .H'' r was kept hy him. 

" If the items are correct, this sum should be f7:io; it is entered in tlie casli civdit 
account as f 6 10. 
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Laus Deo in the ship het Wapen Van Renssehers Wijck fol. 2 

1644 

Lubbcrt Janscn, engaged hy the skipper 
as sailor, debit 

Oct«> 28 To payment to Philips Gerritsen for him £2 4 

Julian romasZf sailor, debit 
Nov. 9 Paid to him f 2 

Gcrrit Slomp, engaged by the skipper as 
boatswain's mate 
Nov. 6 Paid to hun f 13 

Pieter Wiptcoop, debit 

Nov. 6 To the amount which I paid for him to 
Director Kieft for duty on 13 beavers 
in my custody £9 15 

« 

N. i>. The alx)ve debits of the ship's 
crew. Skipper Jan Si)nonsc ^nl^^t 
crc(ht ill his accuunts with tlie 
hoiK Table owners, as I have 
liandcl ilie same to him in writ- 
ing anil he has deducted the 
amcunts from the monthly 
wages of tlie sailors. 

Laus Deo in the ship het IVapen Van Rcnssclacrs Wijck fol. 3 

1644 

Ship's expenses, debit 

Oct. 23 Paid to Arcnt hcndricksen Smitt at the 
Manhatans, for repairs of musket^, 
pistols, auo^ers and other things fi2 6 

do. Paid to Jan Clacsscn for small beer f24 

do. 25 To Clars Backrr: at the Man hat-, for 
bread furnished to the ship as appears 
by his receipt f35 6 

do. To 4 oaken boards s^otten by the carpc->- 

ter for necessary repairs on the shij) £5 
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do. Paid to Wincoop for one ox bought of 

Claesen damen, as appears by the note 
of hand sent to the honorable Van 
Twitter f 3 

do. Paid for butchering said animal f 3 

do. 27 Paid to Aferten Cruijer, for one water 

cask for the ship ' f 5 

do. 28 Paid to Evert duijckcr, for barrels and 

rei)lacing tlie compass glass f 7 

Nov. 6 To Ihircnt Jacobscn. who |)iloted tiie ship 
Rensselaer s ll'ijck outside the Santt- 
Punt, 3 beavers f2I 

do. To Egbert I 'an Dorsem, who brought me 

in his slooj) to the santpuut £14 

Oct, 28 Paid fur 10 schcpels of peas, each schepel 

at 3 guilders £30 



Amounts to fi6o^ 

Laus Deo in the ship het Wapen Van Rensselaers Wijck fol 

at the Bermudas. 1644 

Ship's expenses at the Bermudas, 
debit 



Nov. 


20,23, 
& 28 


To fresh provisions 


f 

« 


7 




Dec.' 


13 


To more fresh provisbns 


f 


28 




do. 


13 


Paid to 'an Englishman for 391 












pounds of beef for the ship 


f 


58 


13 


do. 




Paid to do. for 216 lb of bacon, 












each at 3 St — amounts to 


f 


32 


8 


do. 




To six gallons of vinegar 


f 


7 


10 


do. 




To nine galbns of fig juice* 


f 


15 


12 


Dec. 


18 


Paid to 2 Englishmen who worked 
on the shif). together 6 days 


f 


IS 




do. 




Also paid to two car|)cnters who to- 
ii^ethcr workeil 4 days on the said 












ship 


f 


7 


10 



^ Actual sum of these itcitu is fi6o t st 
» Vitgendranck. 
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Nov. 23 To ICQ lb of gunpowder fi5o 

do. To 12 balls of oakum f 12 

do. To one anker of French wine with 

which I entertained the English 
General Jackson and his captain, 
who came to ask us what we 
might need on the ship and 
offered to help us with everything, 
as they did £ 20 

Laus Deo ill tlie ship het H'apen Van Renssel. Wijck fol. 

1644 
Beavers, debit 

Oct. 21 To 150 beavers which I took out 
of the case loaded in the ship 
Rensselaers Wijck, as appears 
from the accompanying certifi- 
cate 150 

Nov. 26 I'o 15 beavers which on account 
of great need I took out of said 
case and sold at the Bermudas 
to Tomas IVillet at 7 guilders 





apiece 


15 


fio5 




Total number of beavers 


165 






Beavers, credit 






Nov. 


2 To the number I paid director 








Kicft for duty on 1078 beavers 








according to his reckoning, as 




f 




appears by his receipt 


lOI 


808 


Nov. 


5 To the number I paid Berent Ja- 








cobss, as appears on fol. 3 


3 


21 


do. 


To Egbert txin Borsem, as ap- 








pears on fol. 3 


2 


14 


do. 


To Jan Claessen, as appears on 








fol. 3 


3 


24 


do. 


To the number I sold at different 








times, as appears on fol. 6 


56 


392 



Total number of beavers 165 
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Laus Deo in the ship hei Wapen Van Rensselaers Wijck fol. 6 

1644 
Cash, debit 

Oct. 25, 1644 To 41 beavers which I sold at 7 

guilders apiece, money of Hol- 
land £287 

Nov. 26 To 15 beavers which I sol J at the 

Bermudas at 7 guilders apiece, 
in money £105 



£392 



Dec. 24 


To 10 kans of brandy which I sold at 








the Bermudas o£ the remaining 








ship's wines at £2-10 a kan 


fas 




do. 


To amount I have received £rom 






Skipper Jan Simonsen 


J SO 




Dec. 26 


To £urther amount which I have re- 








ceived from Skipper Jan Simonsen 


f S9 






Cash, credit 






uct. 20 


To various amounts paid to Skip- 








per Jan Smonss, as appears on 








lOl. I 


I 01 


0 0 


do. 


To Lauweris de Bloom, as appears 








on fol. I 


f 6 




do. 28 


To Lubbert Jansen, as appears on 








fol. 2 


£ 2 


4 


Nov. 4 


To Jan Tomassen, as appears on 








£o].2 


£ 2 




do. 6 


To gerrit slomp, as appears on 








fol. 2 






do. 


To Pieter IVyncoop, as appears on 








£ol. 2 




»S 


Oct. 23 


To Areni hendricksen Smii, on 








fol. 3 


£ 12 


6 


do. 25 


To Claes de Backer, as appears on 








£01.3 


f 35 


6 


do. 


To oaken boards, fol. 3 


f 5 




do. 


To JVincoop, fol. 3 


f 3 





"On the debit side this amount is given as Ig lo, see p. 717 whereas tlic sum of 
the items there ghren ii to. 

46 
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do. 




To butchering an ox 


f 3 




do. 27 


To Merten Cruijer, for a water 










cask 


f S 


9 


do. 28 


To Evert duijcker, fol. 3 


I / 




do. 




To 10 schepels of peas, appears 




Nov. 




fol. 3 


f 30 




20, 23, 28 


To fresh provisions at the Lier- 
mudas ; fol. 4 


f 7 




Dec. 


13 


'J\> do., appears as above 


f 28 




do. 




To lb of becl, appears on 




do. 




f.d. 4 


f 58 


i3 




To 2i(» lb of bacon, appears on 










fol. 4 


f 32 


8 


do. 




To v^neL,^''r, a])j>ears on f{)l. 4 


f 7 


10 


do. 




To fig juice. aj)i)ears fol. 4 


f 15 


12 


Ucc. 


18 


To carpenters' work, appears as 

above 


f ^5 




do. 




To df)., as alxjve 


f 7 


10 


do. 




To 100 11) of gunpowder, appears 

on fol. 4 


fi50 




do. 




To oakum, appears above 


f 12 




Nov. 


23 


To one anker of French wine 


f 20 





Total f554 8«» 

Ordinance concerning the fur trade issued by the officers at Fort 
Orange in conjunction with the court of the colony of 
Rensselaerswyck"* 

May 8, 1645 

Copy 

The court of the honorable Ch.iriered West India Company here 
ai Fort Orange and the honorable presiding officer and council of 
the honorable patroon of this colony, to all who shall see these 
presents or hear them read. Greeting. W hereas, we notice the great 
abuses which are daily practise 1 in the fur tra !e here and which, 
tend greatly to the detrin^ent both of the honorable Chartered West 
India Company and of the honorable patroon of this colony, we 
have ordered and decreed, as we hereby do order and decree, as 
follows : 

.\s tile column .-.taiitis ilu- total is not i •> ^ I'^it fSSO 4 8. If the item cod 
ccrninR dc ninoin is changed to fj 10, the total would still be only i^i 4 8. 
« V. R. B, Mu 31. 
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First, that no one. wliocvcr he may 1)C, may give more than lo 
hands of wliite and five iiands of black seavvan or four hands of 
duffel for one merchantable l>eaver, smaller or larger as the case 
may be, on forfeiture of the sai 1 fur thus obtained and such mer- 
chandise as he shall be found to have with him and in addition 
under i)enalty of a fine of 25 C/arolu> .i^uilders. 

That no one shall presume to barter any furs with the Indians 
during the night or at unseasonable hours outside of his house on 
forfeiture of 50 Carf)lus guil 'ers. 

That no one shall be |)crmitted to meet any savages out>i<le nf 
his house to barter with them, much less to go to the woods, unless 
he shall have obtained special authorization to do su from the court 
here, on pain of 50 guilders aforesaid. 

That if any one is found enticing any savages to him fnt n tiie 
houses of either conniii.K. he shall be liable to a fine of 30 Carolus 
g^uildcrs ; or if he allures them from the house of some out who has 
obtained a right to trade freely, J5 guilders aforesaid. 

For good reasons us thereunto moving. \vc further ordain that 
good scawan for trading purposes shall not be sold at a higlu-r 
l)rice than four ^cawans for one stiver, the ooor seawan remainmg 
as before at six tor one stiver. 

\\''hoever shall be f(^und to act contrary to what is written above, 
whether he docs ^o on water or on Ian I. directly or indirectly, no 
matter under what p-retense ■ r however it may be called, shall be 
liable to the aforesaid fine and. in addition, to summary correction 
at the discretion of the court according to the nature of the mis- 
demeanor. Thus done by both sides in Fort Orange this 8th of 
May 1645. 

By order of both courts aforesaid.^ 
To our knowledge, Ilarmannus A: Boochnrdr. Commis 

Antonio de Hooges, Secretary - 

[Endorsed] Copy of the publication concerning Uie trade, dated 
the 8th of May 1645. 

*■ TtT ordinantie van Beijde gerechlen voorss. The first formal court for Fort Orange 
and Bevervydc was ettabliihed by proclamation of Director General Stuyveaant, April 

10, 1652. 
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Johannes de Laet and Samuel Blommaert to Albert Coenraets 

Burgh, with reply^ 

August 4, 164/ 

Copy 

To Mr Albert koenraets Burgh : 

As your honor knows best on what basis tiic tirst colonies in New 
Netherland were estabhslied and wliat was understood by the wor»l 
patroon of the resi)ectivc ci^lonies. in regar<l to whicli several dis- 
l>utcs occurred between us underwritten and Mr kiUiacn lan Rens- 
selaer, deceased, durinc; his life and still ct>ntinuc with his heirs 
and the guardians of his iniiior chiMren. the aforesaid construing 
tlie riglit of i)atroonship into a supreniacv over us, their copartners, 
even so far that without our consent thev dare choose a director 
over the colony and other ofHcer^ an I give instructions to tlie same 
of which they claim to let us have tlie mere approval, whereas we, 
according to the first plan and contract agreed upon re^iucting 
this matter, understaml this i)atroonship to have been coiico<led to 
the said 7'nn Refisselaer and his heirs ina-^much as the •^ame nuist 
be entered under one name, but the force and effect thereof to 
belong t<^ the copartner^ in coinnioii, without the pretended patroon 
being at liberty t«j do anything without tbe knowledge an 1 approval 
of his associates or to claim for him-elf i i jiarticular anything in 
the way of dignities or emoluinetUs ; we request mo'-t urgentlv that 
your honor will please to make ^nch -tatemeiu regarding this mat- 
ter as you may deem prop.r. At the Hague August l647' Was 
signed : ; delaet. S. hlomacrt. 

Below was written : 

Having read the above written Casus positic and having been 
requested to refresh my memory in regard to what passed when 
Messrs Samuel blommaert, killiacu I'an Rensselaer and myself 
agreed together to plant colonies in New Netherland aiid other 
parts, (I declare] that the agreement and understanding has al- 
ways been that all dignity, precminetice, profit and loss which 
might in any wi=:c accrue either from the government or the cul- 
tivation of the lands, sliould be had iti common; that also the name 
which was chosen to be ('csignate l t • the Company as patroon and 
in course of time if wished to raise [the patroonship] to higher 

V. R. D. Mss 32. marked I>. 



Digitizoa by C 



VAN RKNSSELAtR BOWIER MAM SCKlllS 



7^5 



rank should not confer any advantage or superiority in authority 
or other matters, but that everything was to be arranged and regu- 
lated after joint deliberation on the .situation : that matters so re- 
mained till about the year 1630. when 1 dcpartevl for Russia, since 
which time, or since my rciurn, when I found that my share had 
been ceded to Mr jchaii dclaet, I liave not troubled myself further 
about it. 

Done at the Hague, llie 4tli of August 1647. 
Was signed : Albert Bur^h. 

Resolution of the States General on the petition of Samuel 

Blommaert and others.^ 

November 20, 1648 

I'"xtract froiu the register of resolutions of the High and Mighty 
Lords the States General of the I'nited i\ etherlands 
Friday. tlie 20th of November 1648 

The memorial of Samuel Blommart, Johannes dc Laet, Margrictc 
Rcinst, widow of Adam ll'i'sscls;^-^ and iouchaiii muijssart against 
the guardians of the minor son of Kiliacn la'n Rensselaer concern- 
ing a certain colony in Xew Xetherland, after deliberation, is by copy 
placed in the hands of the said guardians for the purpose of setting 
forth their position in writing. 

[paraphed] II ' v Haren vt 

Agrees with the aforesaid register 
[signed] Corn Musch 
1648 

[Endorsed] Defense against the pretensions of the participants 
in the colony of Rensselaerswyck. 

Resolution of the States General in the matter of Johannes van 

Rensselaer and others?^ 

April 26, 16 fg 

Extract from the reg ster of resolutions of tlic High and Mighty 
Lords the States General of the United Netherlands. 

** y. R. B. Mts 39, mariced No. 5. The bodjr of this extract reviled from Doe. rtt. 

to Col. Hist. iV. Y. l:-.55. 
** Should be Adam Betsels; name is correctly given in Doc. ret. to Cot. Hist. AT. Y. 

*^ V. R. B. Mss 40. marked No. 7. The twdy of tbia extract revised from Doc. ret. 
to Cot. Hist. N. Y. I:as6. 
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Monr'ay. tlu- jhth of .\i)ril i()40 

1 he a^^\vc'r ol Johaii i'd:i an 1 H'uKtcr ziin I wiUcr, guard- 

ians of loliaii 7(111 I\riisi'lacr. son of Kiliacit ivn Rcnsclacr, to the 
incinnrial licrct»jf( irc i»rc>c'iitc(l to their High Mightinesses hy Sitm- 
ucl Blocmcrt and associates, is after deliheratioii phieed in tlie hands 
of the parties concerned for the purpose of replying thereto within 
the space of 14 days after service liereoi. 

[paraplied] T. van Gent r'. 
Agrees with the aforesaid register 
[signed] Corn Musch 
1649 

Reply of Samuel Blommaert and Johannes de Laet to the States 

General* 

May 31, J64P 

To the Ilij^li and Mi.i^Iity Ix)rds the States General 
High and Mighty Lords: 

The answ er of Jean van II Wy and ll'oultcr van Twiller as jjiiard- 
ians of Johan van Rcnsdarr, to the memorial presented hy m, 
the underwritten, to your High Mightinesses on the 20th of Novem- 
ber 1648, was handed to us h\ the said guardians on the 8th of 
May of this year, as appears by the copy hereto annexed, to which 
we add the following h\' way of refutation. 

First, that it is indeed said by the defendants that Kiliacn ran 
Renselaer, deceased, registered the colony in Xew Netherland in 
accordance with the freedoms granted for that purpose, but they 
omit to state that he registered it cum Socijs; these were the plain- 
tiffs or their predecessors. «o that those freedoms were obtained for 
them as well as for the said Rcnselaer, just as from the beginning 
they have also jointly borne the expense in proportion to their 
shares. 

Secondly, that they wrongfully pass by the contract signeJ by 
the parties which the plaintiffs annexed to their memorial to your 
High Mightinesses and set forth another agreement which was 
never signed. 

Thirdly, that they are wrong in alleging that the management and 
, jurisdiction belong to them alone and the gain or profits to the par- 
ticipants in proportion, it being an unheard of arrangement, which 
no one in his senses would enter into, to let some one else have com- 

" y. R, B. hiss 41. marked F. 
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plete control where he himself might suttcr loss. The plaiiititl> 
trusted Koisilacr, ('eccase l, witii the nianai;cnient as loiii; as he 
gave them regular notice of his (!oinj;r> ; hut when they noticed that 
the said trust niii^ht he considered a right, as he began to consider 
it before his decease and as these pei^ple have openlv treated it (just 
as if we were their vassal^ instea ! of their coparticipautsj, they 
always objected Ix^th (luring his lifetime aii'l later. 

Fourthly, it is truly said by them that they have never refused to 
render acct units, but they omit to state that they have never ren- 
dered tiiem though requested to do so long ago; there is not niucli 
difTerence between not doing a thing and refusing to do it. 

Jb'ifthly, it seems strange to us that these people refer to the man- 
agement of other colonies in New Xetherland in which the aforesaid 
KUiaen van Rcnselaer as well as the plaintiffs participated because 
the minutes of the meetings and some of the particij)ants who are 
Still living can testify that the patroons of the said colonies have not 
taken upon themselves the management and juris; liction, but that 
ever3rthing that was to be done was decided by joint vote, the title 
of patroon only, and nothing else, being reserved to one person for 
the sake of the descent of the fief. 

Finally, that after having delayed us for a bng time with the 
expectation that according to our request they would submit the 
questions between us to the decisbn of arbitrators to be chosen by 
both sides and having meanwhile done everything they pleased, they 
sent a director thither without consulting us in the least, yes, i^inst 
our protest, gave him and others without our knowledge instruc- 
tions of such content as might lead to misunderstanding between 
us and the Chartered West India Company (as indeed complaints 
have already been made about certain acts caused by their instruc- 
tions) and do not communicate to us the letters which they write 
thither or those which come from there, as if the matter did not 
concern us. 

After these and other abuses, they now request your High Mighti- 
nesses to refer us to the ordinary courts of justice, to all appear- 
ances as if it did not belong to yonr High Mightinesses to take 
cognizance of a question which depends on a regulation approved 
and issued by your High M iq:htinesscs. the interpretation and de- 
cision of which belong-; to your High Mightinesses alone. 

Taking all this into consideration, we once more very humbly 
request your High Mightinesses that your High Mightinesses will 
please to summon both parties on a certain appointed <lay before 
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a committee of your High Mightinesses and, after hearing the 
arguments on both sides, to effect a settlement or to decide the 
questions at issue, in such a way as your High Mightinesses shall 
deem fit. 

Which doing, etc 

[signed] 




[In the margin of the first recto is written] 

The States General of the Unitr.l Xetherlands. after deUbcration, 
have placed tliis refutation in the liands of Messrs Huygcns, Vett 
and 7(indcr Iloulck to investigate and examine the same and report 
thereon; both parties shall meanwhile be free to send in their re- 
joinders without prejudice to the above. Done in the assembly of 
the aforesaid honorable States General, the 31st of May 1649.^ 

[paraphe i] A': Rippcrda 

By order of the same 
[ signe 1 ] Com Musch 1649 

[At bottom of the first rect j] June i, 1649 
[Endorsed] 

Refutation by tlie jiariicipants of the colony in New Netherland 
of the claims of the guardians. 

rf. Doc. Ti l t.' CoL Hist. .V. y. I:.;s6. w)i< rr is found the corrcsronding mtantC of 
the States General which is dated June i, 1649. The minute of June 4, again givct the 
date of thii ection «• May 31. 
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Resolutioxi of the States General in the matter of Johannes van 

Rensselaer and others^ 

June 4, 164^ 

Copy 

Extract from the register of resolutions of the High and Mighty 
Lords the States General of the United Netherlands. 
Friday, the 4th of June 1649 

On deliberation, it is hereby resolved and decided to amplify their 
High Mightinesses' decision of the 31st of May last, placed in the 
margin of the reply presented on the same day to their High Mighti- 
nesses by Samuel Blommaert and Ian dc Liiet. quaHtate qua, so 
that Messrs Huijgens, Vett and vander Hoolck, their High Mighti- 
nesses' deputies aforesaid, shall be empowered to summon both 
parties before them on a certain day to be appointed by them for 
that purpose, in order to settle, if possible, the differences existing 
between them ; and if not, to render a report of their proceedings 
to their High Mightinesses. Was paraphed A'; Rippcrda Be- 
low was written : Agrees with the aforesai I register. Was signed : 
Cora Musch. 

States General to Jan van Wely and Wouter van TwiQer^ 

July 3, 1649 

The States General of the United Netherlands 
Honorable, pious, dear, faitiiful: 

On tlic fourth of June last w c a|)j)ointt'(l Messrs huij<^cns, Vett and 
vander hoolck a C(»miuittee from the mi lst of our assembly, to sum- 
mon Ix'forc them Samuel Blommaert and .hvi de Lact, qualitate qua, 
on the one side, and you as guardians of Johan van Renselaer, on 
the other side, on a certain day to be appointed by their honors, 
and to settle, if possible, the mutual differences existing between you 
and if not to report their proceedings to us: an 1 as next Thursday 
being the 8th of this month has been appoiuic l lor that purpose, 
we have thought fit to give you notice hereof and also to order and 

enjoin you to repair hither on the aforesaid appointed day, for the 
' ♦ 

^ V. R. B. Mss 4a, maHced No. 9. The body of this extract revised from Doe. rel. to 
Col. Hist. N. Y. I:as6. 

** y. R. B. Mtt 43. This letter was sent in accordance with resolution of July 3» i649t 
for whi^ ace Doe. ret. to Col. Hist. N. Y. 1:257. 
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purpose aforesaid, without fail. Trusting that you will do so we 
commend you to God's holy protection. At the Hague, the 3d of 
July 1649. 

[paraphed] Jacob vcth *" 
By order of the aforesaid honorable Lords the States 
General 

In the absence of the secretary 

[signed] /; Sprotissen 
[To] fan 7 an W'clij and 7voutcr ran Tivilcr 
[Sealed with the seal of the rnited Xetherlands and addressed] 

Honorable, pious, our dear and faithful Jan van Wclij. 
and W outer van Tn^ilcr, guardians oi Johan van Rcnselacr, 
jointly and to each one separately. 

Resolution of the States General on a petition of Samuel Blom- 

roaert and Johannes de Laet^ 

November 5, 1649 

Extract from the register of resolutions of the High and Mighty 
Lords the States General of the United Netherlands. 
Friday, the 5th of November 1649 

The petition of Samuel Blommaert and Johannes de Laet, cum 
sociis, against Jan van Wclij and IV outer van Tnyler, both guard- 
ians of Johan van Renselaer, respecting a certain colony in New 
Netherlands being read in the assembly, it is after consideration re- 
solved and concluded hereby to order and enjoin both parties to 
furnish their respective documents within the space of 14 days after 
service hereof to their aforesaid High Mightinesses' deputies for the 
examination of the matter aforesaid, in order, such being done, that 
their High Mightinesses may make further disposition thereof. 

[paraphed] G. Vandcr Nisse^* 
Agrees with the aforesaid register 
[signed] CorH. Musch 
1649 

*■ V. R. B. Ms* 44. The body of this extract revised from Doc. ret. to Col. Hist. N. t. 
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Sentence of Claes Andriesz^' 
March 26, 1630 

TRANSLATED BY MRS ALAN H. STRONG 

A conditional sentence in 1650 

In the matter of several serious misdemeanors of Claes Andriess. 
from Hih/ersum. 

On the very uiigent prayer of his master Jan Barentss. Wemp and 
his wife, and perceiving the great need of the same, the honorable 
members of this Court have been moved to what follows, yet under 
express pledge of the delinquent. 

ist. That Claes Andriess, shall not enter any tavern of this place 
to drink beer, wine or distilled liquors. 

2d. That he shall promise under oath that he will faithfully serve 
his present master and master's wife, or any other whom he may 
get in the colony, and do their work, in everything obey them, not 
leave their service or leave the colony before and until he has ful- 
filled his obligations to the aforesaid, the director and the patroon 
according to his contract and promise and that on the Lord's day 
of rest he will to bear God's Holy WorH instead of going to the 
taverns and will perform and show all proper obedience to the au- 
thorities. 

3(1. That lie shall also iirnniist- under oath that he will give to no 
one, whether man. woman or any ac^ed person, either by word or 
deed, the least caii^e whirli mi^lit result in dama|L^c of any sort, and 
if siicli be done, that then he shall publicly l)e punished for all pre- 
vious niisdenieanor^"*' thouc^^h all hi^ fines, charges for extraordinary 
sessions of the Court, etc., had been paid. 

All the ;ifore~.aid Cfars .liidrirsc. promise^, without lef^al con- 
'^traint. to perform in every respect, fully confirminj^ the same by 
cath in the presence of the aforesaid honorable members of tlic 

. •Printed in Dutch In Oud H-nund, 1890. •:8o. A? the source irivcn at the end 
indicmtes. this docamcnt does not form part of the Van RensstUur Bovrier collection 
but was coH^d hy Mr de Rorvcr frnm a copy of the proceedings of the court of 
He ns<(elacrBwyck found arn<>ii^ the files of tlie former tribunal of the district of the 
Vcluwe. province of Geldcrland, Netherlands. The original record of the sentence is 
found in tbe volume of court procccdinm entitled Gerechtt RoUe, 1648-52, f.52b-S3, 
amonc; fl I Rcnssclacr.nfyck Mss. 

March iX, if>^ct. Claes Andries::, while denying a number of charges hrouftht 
against him. tonfcssed that July 16, 1640, he struck at Hendrick driest with a knife; 
that he had st^oken insolently to Director Brant vcn SUchtenhorsl on the street; that 
T.-in 3T. 1650, he atruck gysbert otnd* bcrch over the head. Gtrtchta RoUe, 164S-S3. 
f.Sob. 52. 
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Court, accordini^ to his own hand, plc'lt^intx therefor his person and 
property, which lie now owns or hereafter may own. be it in this 
country, in the fatherland or elsewhere ; to this end submitting him- 
self to this honoral)le Court and to all other courts and justices 
without exception, all with expenses. In witness whereof, he has 
signed this with his own mark in the colony of Rensselaerswyck, 
this 26th of March 1650. 

(Copy of a coi)y from ihc court proceeding's of the colony of 
Rensselaerswyck a])iH'ariii^ among the legal documents used in 
the suit of 7 an Slichtcniwrst against Van Renselaer before the 
Hoog Adellijk Landgcricht of the Veluwe 1656/59, preserved 
in the government archives at Arnhem,) 

The senteiKc was quoted in the lawsuit as proof that the sellout 
had set free some one "contrary to oatli and contract" and was 
therefore apparently not approved by the patroon. 

N. de R. 

Inventory of animals in the colony sent over by Johan Baptist 

van Rensselaer^ 

1651 



Animals found on the farm of totnas Chamber the 14th day of 

February 1651 



1 1( >r>-es 


Years 




Cattle 


Years 


I j;ray mare 


14 


T 


red cow with a blaze 


12 


1 ditto 


10 


I 


gray «litto 


8 


1 gray stalliun 


13 


1 


red heifer with a star 


4 


I ditto 


4 


1 


ditto with white head 


3 


1 bay mare 


10 


2 


red heifer calves 


I 


I bay ditto abotit 


3 


I 


ditto with white head 




I brown filly about 


I 


I 


red ox 


3 


I ditto stallion 


1 










8 


cows 




8 horses 






* 





* y. R. B. Mss 46, entitled: inrtniaris vande bcsiiaeten Inde Colonie door lehon batt* : 
ro» RfHsseler ouergesomden; marked 19. 
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Animals found on the farm of eucrt pels, the loth of February 1651 



Horses 



Years 



Catde 



Years 



I bay gelding, called pmgster* i old cow with a blaze 



blom^ 
I stallion, called konnmg 
I black stallion, called* dick 

kop 

1 old mare, called de vakk 

2 bay mares 



I black filly 



I ditto, called kromhoom 

I red cow with a star 8 

1 red heifer 2 

I bull 3 

3 heifer calves i 



3 — 
r 8 



Animals found on the place occupied by Cornells van es,*'' the loth 

of February 1651 

Horses 
I old gray mare 
I bay ditto with a star 
I brown stallion with a star 



3 



Animals found on the farm of tcuiiis dirrcksen,^^ the 14th day of 

I'ebruary 165 1 



Horses 


Years 


Cattle 


Years 


I sorrel mare 


6 


I brown cow 


8 


I mare with a star 


8 


1 ditto 


5 


I black mare 


4 


I cow with a blaze 


4 


I' sorrel stallion 


3 


1 red cow 


3 


I brown ditto with a star 


4 


2 red heifers 


2 


I mare with a brown nose 


2 


I red bull 


2 


I bay ditto with a star 


2 


I brindled ditto 


2 


I sorrel stallion 


2 


I red heifer calf 


r 


I sorrel filly 


I 


I brindled ditto 


I 



9 10 



** Literally translated, the names of tlicsc animals arc: Pinkster Bloom, King, Thide 
Held, The Falcon. Crooked Horn. 

" KN* whrrc Kivcn as ( urn. lis Hendridcsx Tan Net. 
*• Tcunis Uircksz van N'ccbtcn. 
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Animals found on the 



farm of Clacs segers,^^ the 14th day of 
February 1651 



Horses Years 
I sorrel mare 5 
1 brown ditto with a star 
1 brown mare 
I gray gelding 
I gelding with a blaze 
I black gelding about 
I barren mare (in addition 
to the number that be- 
longs to the farm 



37 



Cattle 
I red cow about 
I ditto 



< 

2 


1 


ditto 


20 


I 


heifer with crooked horns 


7 


I 


heifer without a tail 


5 


1 


red yearling 




I 


red heifer calf 



Years 
6 

5 
3 



7 

■ • 

Animals found on tlie farm of jcuriacn bestval,^ the 14th day of 

February 1651 





Horses Years 




Cattle 


Years 


I 


black mare 


12 


I 


red cow about 


11 


I 


brown ditto with a star 


7 


I 


spotted cow 


8 


1 


black mare with a star 


6 


I 


red cow 


7 


I 


black mare about 


3 


I 


red heifer 


2 


2 


black stallions 


3 


I 


red heifer calf 


I 


2 


black stallion colts with 










blazes 


I 


5 






I 


brown ditto 


I 









** No farmer by this name appears in the account books among the Rensselatrswyck 
Ms*. The name occura several times in Gereehts Rolle i648-s«, bat on f.gtb of that 

volume and also in the index to Account Book, 1612-54, the name Cornclisz is written 
over tiiat of Segersa, wbile the occupant of the farm on Pnpscanee Island is given in 
the Hotietie Vn de Botmerijen, 1651, on p. 741. as Claes Segerts. and in the renewal of 
the lease, 1652, on fi. 767, as Clacs rDrin lis/. It seems certain therefore that Claes 
Segersz was the same person as Claes Cornelisz. the son of Cornells Segersi van 
Voorhout. and that contrary to the usual rule of Dutch nomenclature he was occasion* 
ally called Segersz to distinguish him from Claes Cornelisa, tiie brother of Gijabctt 
Cdmelisz rip den Iloopf nhcrcli. 

'"This name is given in the account books among the Rensselaerswyck Mss as Jut* 
rUttn BesHvU, Bestevatt, BestivaU, B**twaU, W«$H'ot, Wtsivaet, Weshm^i and Wext- 
phacl. In a patent to Johanna dc Lact, for land at Fsopus. March ay, 1657, Dutch 
Patents, HH, p. 74, he is referred to as Juriaen tan lyeslphaUn. 
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Animals iound on the farm of gijsbert Cornelisscn van breuckelen 
on the hill,^^ 14th of February 1651 



Horses Years 


Cattle 


Years 


I brown mare with a star 


7 


I brown cow 


8 


I bay ditto 


7 


I brmdled ditto 


8 


1 black stallion with a star 


10 


I red ditto 


6 


I ditto 


6 


I brindled ditto 


5 


I brown ditto 


5 


I red heifer 


3 


I bay mare with a star 


2 


I red heifer calf 


I 


I stallion colt with a blaze 

• 


I 










6 




7 






1 



Animals found on the farm of jan reijerss^ the 14th February 1651 





Horses Years 




Cattle 


Years 


I 


old mare with a blaze 




I 


brindled cow, about 


15 




about 


20 


I 


cow with a blaze 


7 


I 


brown mare with a star 


7 


1 


brindled ditto 


4 


I 


ditto 


6 


I 


lu'ifcr with star 


2 


1 


stallion with a blaze 


4 


I 


red heifer calf 


I 


I 


mare with a blaze about 


2 


I 


bull calf with a blaze 


I 


1 


brown filly 


I 








1 


brown stallion colt with a 




6 








star 


I 









7 

Animals found on the farm of jan helms, the 14th of February 165 1 



Horses Years Cattle Years 

I old ,^ray ni.ire i red brindled cow 8 

I bay mare, called maeger^ i red cow with a star 5 

about 20 I red cow 6 

1 black mare with a star 7 i old cow with a blaze 

2 brown stallions with stars i red cow about 5 

about 3 I red heifer 3 



I brown filly with a star i i bull ( in addition to his ntrni- 
— bcr) 
6 — 

7 

a«nde bcrch; fruin its situation this farm was called de Hoogehtrek, ttt p. 769. 
"Jm Reyeris van Houten. 
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Animals found on the farm of aert jacobsen, the 14th of February 

1651 

Horses Years Cattle Years 



I 


bay mare, called block 


16 


I 


red cow witli a star about 


10 


1 


brown mare with a star 




I 


brindled cow 


7 




abont 


10 


1 


cow with a blaze 


6 


1 


ditto, called racucn^ 


6 


2 


red heifers 


2 


I 


black stallion w iili a Star 


7 


I 


red spotted ditto 


2 


I 


brown stallion 


2 


2 


bull calves with blazes 


I 


1 


bay stalliun colt with a star 


I 














8 







6 



Animals found on the farm of Cornells sv^crs::,'^ the I3tli of 





February 


165 1 






Horses Years 




Cattle Years 


I 


black stallion with a star, 




I 


black cow 


4 




called dobcs^ 


4 


1 


red cow with a star, called 




1 


brown marc, called de 






klcijne 


4 




jonge lie lit hart about 


4 


I 


red cow, called krom- 




I 


old marc, called dc blcckc 


10 




hoorcn 


5 


I 


hay i^elding with a blaze 


3 


I 


red ditto, called kort spcen 


5 


1 


mare, called de ouwde lick 




1 


red ditto, called de man- 






hart 


12 




luUanschc veers 


12 


I 


bay mare witii a star 




I 


re 1 ditto, called kreupylbos 


6 




about 


20 


I 


black brindled cow 


5 


I 


mare with a star, called 




I 


red cow, Hans 


5 




de jongc sncl about 


4 


I 


whitish cow about 


4 


I 


mare, called de jonge mae- 




2 


red heifers with stars 


4 




ger about 


3 


3 


red ditto 


4 


I 


gray gelding, called de 




2 


red oxen 


a 




honger Hjder about 


3 


I 


red heifer 


a 


2 


bay fillies with stars 


I 


I 


black bull calf 


I 


I 


stallion colt 


I 


2 


red heifer calves 


I 


I 


mare, called de jonge kol 




I 


black heifer calf 


I 




about 


3 


I 


red bull calf 


I 















13 22 



** Raven. 

Cornelis Se«ersz van X'oorhuut. 

■* TranslatinK such of these names as can be so treated, tite names of the MiiiBals 
on this farm are: Dohis. VounR T.itjlit Heart, Whitic, Old Light Heart, Young Fleet, 
Young Skinny, the Starveling, Young Star, Tiny, Crooked Horn, Short Teat, the Man- 
hatan kcifer, ^pple Buab, Hana. 



Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 



737 



Animals found on the farm of jan baerentsen,^"^ tlie 13th oi 

February 1651 



Horses Years 
I bay gelding with a star 
I bay ditto 

I sorrel mare with a blaze 4 
I bay mare with a star 10 
I gray mare 6 
I ditto 2 
I brown stallion colt with a 
star I 



Cattle Years 
I red cow with crooked horns 4 
I fallow cow 6 
I red ditto with a blaze 6 

1 muley cow with a blaze 10 

2 red heifer calves i 
2 ditto bull calves i 



8 



Animals found on the place occupied by thomas jansen, the 13th of 

February 1651 
Horses Years 
I brown gelding with a star 1 1 
I bay ditto with a star 9 



Cattle 
2 red cows 

1 red ditto 

2 red oxen 

2 red heifers 



Years 

9 
4 

2 
I 



I red heifer calf of this year 



8 



Animals found on the farm of adrians Hubertsen, the loth of 

February 165 1 



Horses 
I gray mare 



Years 

5 

I brown mare, called de Ra^ 
I mare called snuyfi^ 1 

1 mare, called dc ouivc bruijn^ 

2 marc colts about 2 
I marc colt with a blaze 

about r 
I brown stallion colt with a 
star about I 



Cattle 

2 red full-grown cows 

I whitish ditto 

I red ditto with blaze 

I whitisli heifer 

I red ditto 

I red ditto witli a l)laze 
I red bull with a blaze 
I red yearling 



Years 



2 
2 
2 
2 



8 



" Jan Barentsi Wemp. 
" Fleet. 

Snout. 
**0M Brown. 



47 
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Animals found on the fann of Cornells teunissen van breuckel the 

1st of February 1651 



Horses 
1 bay mare 



with a 

about 

2 ^ray mares about 

I light gray tlitto 

I bay stallion with a star 

I bay ditto 

1 ditto witli a star 

I bay marc with a star 



8 



Years 
blaze 

13 



6 

5 

3 

3 

3 
2 



Cattle Years 
4 red full-grown cows 

1 red heifer 2 

I red heifer calf about I 



Animals found on the farm, called lic vlacktc, used by Arcnt van 

Corler, the 20th of August 1651 



Horses Years 
I gray mare, called de pa- 

Uroon^ 6 
I gray mare, called poest 8 
I black mare 9 
I bay mare, called snuijt 7 
I bay mare with a blaze, 

called rosbeier 
I black mare with a star 
I black gelding, hones 
I bay gelding, called spiering 9 
r brown stallion without mark 3 
(belongs to the increase 
divisible half ami half) 
I sorrel colt with a blaze I 
(heloiijTs also to tlie in- 
crease) 



6 

4 

12 



20 



.03 



Cattle Years 
6 red full-grown cows 

2 black full-grown cows 

1 black ox (of the half and 

half increase) 2 

3 oxen (of said increase) i 

2 bulls (of said increase) 2 

1 heifer (of said increase) i 

2 heifers of the year 1651 

(of said increase) 
I ox of the year 165 1 (of 
said increase) 



18 



*' Translating such of theae names as cnti }>c so treated, the names of ttic animals oa 
this farm arc: the Patroon. Pocst ('iK)s<iihly a liorse that hml hc1onRr<l to Jan Barcntac 
Wcmp, nicknamed Pocst). Snout, Kosbcicr (horse of Uayard), Hans, Smelt, 

* So in orifinal; should be 10. 
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Animals found on the farm of pieter teumssen^ at kais kU, the 

20th of August 1651 



Horses Years 
I oM marc with a star 
I stallion, called lap*'"* alxjut 12 
I mare, called dc joiiifc wac- 
ker 4 

I filly iy2 
I iiily of this year 



Cattle Years 
I cuvv, called koc stacrt 

about 12 
I cow, called dc yrooti: alKuU 12 
I heifer with her first calf 
I heifer 2 
3 calves I 
3 calves of this year 



10 



On the farm of jan van breemen,^ also at CalskU, the 20th of 

August 



Horses Years 
I mare» called block 
I mare, called Corlaer 6 

I mare, called cucrt pels 4 

1 marc, called s)niijt(/cfi*^ 5 

2 colts, a stallion and a mare 



Cattle Year 
1' cow with a star, with her 

second calf 
I heifer with her first calf 

1 cow with her second calf 

2 calves of this year 



On the farm of 
Thomas Chamber 
Evert Pels 
Cornells van Es 
Theunis dirchxss 
Claes Zegersss 
juriaen Bestval 
Gysbert Cornelissen 
jan reijerss 
fan helms 
Acrt jacobsz 



Horses 
8 

7 

3 

9 

7 

9 

7 

7 
6 

6 



Cattle 
8 
8 
o 
10 

7 

5 
6 

6 

7 
8 



*■ Pirtcr Tiiinis/ van Brutiswijclc. CereckU RoUe, f.i04l», anx>ng the 

Rensseiaerswyck Mss, 

**Tbe names of the animals on this farm are: Patch, Yoanff LIveljr, Cow*s Tail» 

Big One. 

*^y<in Dircks: van Bremen, according to Croat Boeck, 1640-50, f.j4, and Gerechts 
Rolle, 1648-53. f.71, among the RetuMtaerswyck Mss. Erroneousljr ^ven 0*Cat> 
laKhnn. History of Ntw NttherUmd, 1:441, as Jam Jomstn van Brsm9n. 

■•Little Snout. 
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On the farm of 


Horses 


Cattle 


Cornelis Zcgcrss 


13 


22 


jan barcnsz 


7 


8 


Thomas junsa 


2 


8 


adriacn liiiijhrrtsc 


8 


9 


Cornelis tlwuiiis.-: 


8 


6 


.'Ircnt van Corlt-r 


10 


18 


Kats Kil, Pictcr theunisz 


5 


10 


jan van brcemen 


6 


5 



128 horses 161^ cattle 
i68*(^ cattle 

Total 2^ 



Memorandum of farms in the colony^ 

Farms in the colony 

Guilders Morgens Horses Cows 

A farm used by Cambrel on 
the east side of the North 
or Great [River], on the 

mainland 30 9 8 

This is newly cleared land 
which will not bring rent till 
next November fsoo 
One ditto used by Evert pels; 
adjoins the pine grove''** £400 20 7 ^ 

Has two sav niills, (125 
Due for water riglils fiJ5 



Sn in rtriiiinal hut the numbers slumlJ lio 151. t S 1 and 279. resi»cctivcly. 

riiis (IiKiiiurnt ilocs not form jiart of the Van Rensselaer Bavier collection, but 
is found ainitng the Rensselaer sxvyck Mss. It is endorsed: i6st Notietie Vn d* 
Bouwerijcn In \'ieuncderlandt Ende U'at desehe Hchoorde te Rendteren; I'ut Cs^t. 
sUjtcrs Ri'.f'ort (1651, Mrmoranilum of the farms in New Ncthcrland and what rent 
the &ame should bring; from Capt. Slijter's reiwrt). Tlie document is valuable for its 
Information as to location, lixe and quality of the farms mentioaeil in tlie preceding 
"Inventory of animals, 1651." atul in " I.cnsos am! acrccments rflafini? to the farms, 
1650-58," which follows, and has therefore been deemed worth printing here. A 
comparison of the document with the *' Inventory of animals, t6sT,** will show some 

discrepancies in tlio nunilicr of animals rci'orfcd. Cni't. Slijtcr b.iil cliarKc of the 

colony during tlie absence of Director van Slichtenhorst, in the summer of 1651. 
** Thomas Chambers. 
«*ni grijn* bos. 
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One ditto used by Cornelis Van 

nes; poor 
One ditto used by t'heunis 

dirckse; lies behind the island 

of Paepsichene and is one of 

the best 
This oui^lit t ) bring more 

and gives nnk titlics 
One clitt(> used l)y Juruicii 

H'ccstmacl,'^ on f^npsichine 

Island; also one of the best 

farms 

Has never paid yet and 

gives tithes £42:— 
One ditto used by Claes Se^ 

gerts^ on the aforesaid 

island; also one of the best 

farms and gives tithes 
One ditto used by Cornells van 

Bruckelen^ on the high hill 

of crystal;^* a fine farm 
And for tithes and rent of 

two sawmills used by jacob 

jansc Hoodcr 
A farm used by J(Hin licling,'^* 

on Ih-lrllit'ins Islatnl 

Also titlics, but docs not 

pay 

A farm used l)y arct Jacobsz, 
on the mainland called Bct- 
telhcm; poor. The west side 
is a good farm. Will clear 
three morgens more at his 
own expense 

Jurriacn Westvael, or Bcttval. 
" See note on p. 734. 
**Gijtbert Corneliu van Breuckclen. 

w<i.-rt,/,- Uc'ORt harth Van Cristol. 
" Jan Helnu. 



741 

Guilders Morgens Horses Cows 
f225 9 3 

fSoo 30 II 14 

f56o 28 10 5 

{460 28 7 10 

f36o 27 7 II 

« 

fl25 2 — — 

f3oo 40 6 II 

f25o 16 5 12 
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Behind these two farms 
lies a sawmill which does not 
work for lack of water 
A farm used by Johan Ba- 
rcnise; a stately farm on the 
side of Castle Island; tithes 
f5o:— 

A tobacco plantation Ubcd by 
Jacob Havick 

Two lar^'c sawmills u^^cd 
by albert aiuiris moonnaii. 
This is a powerful waterfall, 
worth as much as flOOO; 
gives for bolli 

A farm used by C ornclis siu/crs, 
being a gotnl farm situated 
on Castle Island ; with re- 
cently cleared land large 

And was to give for tithes 
lOOO guilders 

A farm used by t'homas jaiiscn, 
lying on the bcvers kU, Has 
his own house 

Follows the outline of the 
village;" the house was 
rented last year for about 85 
beavers at 8 guilders 

A farm called Blommendael, 
used by arion Huijberts; rut 
Jacobs lessee 



Guilders Morgens Horses Cows 



f250 



fl2IO 



fi30 



f3oo 



14 



8 



f20 — 



70 



13 



22 



8 



f68o — — — 



14 



10 



Guil Jers 6670 334 96 128 
Guilders Morgens Horses Cows 
tiie other side amount to f6670 334 96 128 



[Folio 2] 
13 harms carried forward from 



Vokkt de Bif etn wpidgh otnteenU 
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Guilders Morgens Horses Cows 

A farm used by Cornells teu- 
ttesse Van Bruckelen, Does 

not pay, claims ownership f6oo 25 >j 10 9 

A farm called de Vlaekte, used 
by arent Colaer, being the 
best farm 

one island 16 morgens, 

very good 
one <litto 5 niurgens, 

^OCH 1 

mainland 23 morgens, 
fair 

44 44 10 18 



Guilders 7270 403}^ 116 155 
For farm of Corlaer, by estimate 1000 

Bill of lading for three parcels of furs shipped from New 
Amsterdam by Jan Baptist van Rensselaer in the Elbinck^ 

May 2p, 1633 

I, Jan Janse Visser, of Amsterdam, skipper under 
God of my vessel named elbtnck, which now at the 
present moment lies ready at New Amsterdam to sail 
with the first favorable wind which God will grant to 
Amsterdam, which shall be my true place of unload- 
ing, witness and declare that I have received into the 
hold of my aforesaid ship from you johannes renselaer, 
to wit, three parcels of peltries, all dry and in good 
condition and marked with the mark hereto affixed, 
all of which I promise to deliver (if God grants me a 
safe voyage) by means of the aforesaid ship at Am- 
sterdam aforesaid to the worthy pairaon and eth 
directors of the colony of Rctissclaers7vyck or to his 
factor or depntics. provided 1 am paid for freight of 
the aforesaid goods guilders and eight stivers and 

»V. R. B. Mm 47. Written on a printed blank tt.sxM.5cm. Written parU are 
printed in italica. 
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three stivers per tjuiUicr for in-cni^i^e in addition io 
the tn erof/e accordi)ui to maritime usage. 

And to fullil what is written above, 1 bind myself 
and all mv ]x)ssessions and my aforesaid shij) with all 
its belongings. In testimony of tlie truth, I have 
signed with my name or there have been signed by 
my clerk for me, three bills of lading,"** all of the same 
tenor, one being receipted, the other two to be of no 
value. Written in New Netherland the 2pth day of 
May 1653. 

[signed] Jan Janss visscher 

PetitKm of Anna Van Wdy and others for appraisal of houses 
and lots in Amsterdam belonging to the estate of the late 
Kiliaen van Rensselaer, with appraisers' report^ 

November 6 and 8, 1653 

Clein Segel 

2 St. [signed] / bruijitingh 

To the honorable gentlemen of the honorable Court 

of the city of Aiii-^terdam. 

^Hb^JXtTr ^^'^^^ reverence, Aumi ran Wely, widow 

Adrianss Racf. o£ tlie Iaf( h lliaun van Rensselaer, of the first part, also 

Hlm''^'nd"^'fcni /^^" Kcnssekiar, her stepson, of the second part, 
for ^ ^cHj and W outer van TxvUler, guard- 

u hcrein"^^ uins of the minof children of the aforeisaid Anna van 
TTu begotten by the aforesaid Kiliaan van Rens- 

the 6th of f 

November 1653 sclaar, of the third part, that to the estate of the de- 
TV s, ni Mesm ceased bebng several houses and lots which could not be 
Vaickenitrj* divided at the settlement without previous knowledge 
of the value of each, and in order that the same may 

Dr Ernst/' ^ 

scheprns be made impartially, the petitioners respectfully pray 

ly^ J. Backer** ^^'^^ your honors will please to appoint and authorize 

Connosscmenten. 
» y. R. B. Mss 48. 

Dr Gillis Valckenier. 
•*Joan Munster. 

Dr Roetert Ernst 

Dr Willem Jorisz Backer, secretary. 
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Petition of Anna Van Wcly and others for appraisal of houses and lots at 
Amsterdam belonging to the estate of the late Kiliaen 
van Rensselaer, Xoveniher 8. 
From V. R. B. Mss 48. About 3/5 of original size 
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three persons to make such imparl ial vahiation and 
apprai.sal as the said ]>ers<)ns shall think pro|>cr. 
Whicli (luiii<^ etc. 
[signed] .'Iniui I'an ll'ccly, widow of Kiiiacn 
I'lin Rcftssrlarr deceased 
Joliiin I an Rensselaer 
Jchan I'lin W'ccly 
wouter van Twillcr 

In accordance with the above written commission, we, the under- 
written, after inspection appraised the following houses and lot^^ 
(though subject to correction ) and declare the same to be worth, 
at the regular season, namely: 

The large house on the Kaysers graft, about 32 feet 

wide, the lot 170 feet deep i2yxjQ 

The smallest, next to it, lot 170 feet deep f 9000 

The other, occupied by Domine Rode, lot 170 feet 
deep f 12000 

Two houses in Wolf street, each 6000 guilders, 
together fi2000 

The house de Roos, by the nieu syds churchyard f 7000 

£63000 

In testimony whereof, signed the 8th of November 1653. 

[signed] Ysbrant Hem 

. Pieter Ad^\ Raap 
Arcnt, d, Bosch 

[Endorsed] 

Anna van Wely, widow 
Valuation of the houses. 
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Leases and agreements relating to the farms, sawmills, planta- 
tions and other property in the colony of Rensselaerswyck^ 

August 2^, i6^u — September Ji, 16^8 

OFFER OF LEASE OP GRIST- AND SAWMILLS ON THE FIFTH CREEK TO 
THE HIGHEST BIDDER AND MEMORANDUM THAT IT HAS BF^W 
GRANTED TO JACOB JANSZ FLODDER^ 

January 2g and February 2, 1634 

The director and commissioners of the colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck desire this day, the 29th of January of the year 1654. to 
lease to the highest 1)i(kler the ^ist- and sawmills situated and 
being on the fiftli crcok.^'' upoti the followin};!^ conditions. 

First, tlie mills sliall be delivered to the lessee in working; order 
with all that the former lessee received witli them; he shall keep 
» the aforesaid mills in working order and at the end of the term 
of his lease again deliver them up in working order; but if he 
removes the mills to another place or rebuilds them, he shall at the 
end of his lease receive 400 guilders. 

The lease shall be for eight consecutive years, b^inning the iSth 
of May of this year 1654." 

**y. R. B. Mst 45, entitled: Extract I'ande BoHwcrijen, Saeghmoletu, FlantagUm 
tttde Amdtrt. Conetnuremd* d* Colomie Van KrnsMttoertwijek, 64P. folio. This 

nianiiscnpt consists of a series of certified copies of leases and agreements which, with 
the exception of one instrument, dated Aug. 25, 1650, were executed during the ad- 
miniftration of Jan Baptist van Rensselaer as director of the colony. It was ap- 
parently preparc<l by Dink van Ilamcl for the use of Jan Raptist van Rensselaer, 
shortly before the lattcr's dc|>arture for Holland in Scpteinl>cr 1658. at which time the 
account books of the colony were closed and duplicates for use in Holland were also 
prepared. A comparison with these account ^oolcs shows that the manuscript in- 
cludes every farm and mil! fnr which rent was charged .\x the time of its preparation, 
those referred to in the memoranda on p. 770, 772, 775, Ixing apparently farms and mUla 
which continued to be occupied hut for which the leases had not yet been renewed/ 

The arranRcment of the leases is not by date but by locality. Of flic originals from 
which the manuscript was prepared, none but the lease to Cornells Hendricksz van 
Nes. Aug. 2$, i6so, are at present among the RensttUttrsmyck Mss. May 11. 1659. 
Jeremias van Riiisselaer writis to his brotlur, Jan Baptift van Rensselaer: "and if 
you have not yet looked over the papers which you took with you, please do so, for 
among them must be tome contracts which can not he found here, such as the con- 
tracts of Cornells •,itn nes, jan helmcss., the ^oijct kit. the noormans HI and WMUC 
Other papers. The instruction of Septerpber 4, 1647, to the director and commissioners 
can not be found either, so that you will please send that or see to it that another is 
made according to which we can goM m iirielves." See copiea of letters of Jeremiaa 
van Rensselaer, 165; 50. among the KeiusfUurtmyek Mm. 
• y. R. B. Mss 4S, l'.>. 

** Now 1 1 1 Patroon*8 Creek, in the northern part of the city of Albany. 

*" .\ccorditu' to tlif acfoiinf bixpks of the ndony, the mills wore leased tO RtltgCT 
Jacobsz and iiarcnt I'ictersz till May 18, 1654, at 550 guilders a year. 
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Witliin two years from the commencement of the lease two new 
millstones shall be furnished for the grist-mill. 

The lessee shall pay once for tlie expenses connected with the 
leasing one stiver on each guilder and annually as toepacht*^ eight 
fowls. 

The lessee slull always and before others accommodate the 
farms, especially those whicli arc far away, because of the greater 
amount of the wages involved, and further help every one as fast 
as possible. 

To the mills shall be furnished two stallions or geldings which 
the lessee shall use without any payment therefor. The horses 
shall be appraised at the commencement of the lease and the lessee 
shall bear the risk. At the end of the lease they shall be appraised 
again and their decrease in value made good by the lessee. 

Payments must be made promptly each year' in good, strung sea- 
wan or merchantable beavers. 

The price of grinding remains as before. 

The lessee shall submit himself to the honorable court of the 
aforesaid colony as well as to the ordinances already passed or to be 
passed hereafter. 

The lessee shall be obliged to furnish two sufficient sureties, who 
shall submit themselves to the honorable court aforesaid. 

No one shall be allowed to take as snrcty a member of the court 
of the aforesaid colony. 

The lessee shall imme<liately pay the secretary a fee of two rix- 
dollars. 

In leasing tlie niill-^. llic sanu- riilc^ --liall be followed which have 
been observeil heretnfore by tlie honorable conrt. . 

These conditions being nnderstood by the hearers, every one is 
to snit his (►wii interest. Was signed : Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, 
Anthonius dc Ifooi/rs, . \icnt van Curler. 

Jacob lansz. J^loddcr has leased the aforesaid mills on the alK)vc 
conditions for 1906 guilders a year and Sander Leendcrtsr:. Glen 
and Willcm Frcdricxsz, van Lcyden offer themselves on behalf of 
lacob lanss. aforesaid as bontlsmen and sureties for the fulfilment 
of the alM)ve conditions, for which the lessee and the sureties, each 
one for himself, submits his person and property, movable and itn- 
movable, ownetl at present or to be acquired hereafter, to the juris- 
diction of the honorable court of the colony of R: Wyck^ or where 
it may be most convenient to the lessors or their successors. In 

** toefuicht; literally, an adtliiiutial rent, usually in kind, in recognition of the feudal 
rights of the patroon. i 
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witness whereof, Jacob lanss. Plodder, as lessee, and Sander Lccn- 
dertsz. and Willem Fredrtcxsz., as sureties, have signed these with 
their own hands. Done in R: Wyck, the 2d of February 1654. 
Was signed: jacob janssen Plodder, Sander Leendertsen Glen, 
the mark-X of wUlem Predrkxss, van Leyden, made with his 
own hand. 

AGR£EMENT ABOUT CHANGES IN TUE ABOVE LEASE^ 

June 2y i6$4 

On the lotli of May 1654, lacob jansc. Plodder took over the 
mills at tl'.e fifth creek on tlie aforesaid contlitions. It is found, 
however, that the sawmill has fallen considerahly into decay, which 
at the end of the lease will he taken into proper consideration. 
On the date aforesaid there were delivered to Jacob lausc. two 
stallions which ni)on request have heen api)raised hy Gooscu (/'rr- 
ritsc, and Cornt'lis Cornclisc. 7'an 7oorliout, the stallion taken frtnu 
Cornel is aforesaid at 240 guilders and that from de Hoogenberch^ 
at 200 guilders. 

\Vitlu)ut prejudice to the preceding lease, as the aforesaid mills 
arc found greatly out of repair, tlie director, lohan Baptista van 
Rensselaer, and the commissioners have further agreed and con' 
tracted with lacob lansz. Plodder together with IVillem frcdcr- 
icxsc. and Sander Lceudertsz, sureties for the aforesaid Jacob, that 
the terin of tlie lease shall be extended and prolonged four years, 
so that it shall run 12 years, but only 10 years* rent shall be paid, 
two years' rent to be equally distributed uver the 12 years and each 
year deducted,** while on the other hand the mention in the contract 
of 400 guilders for the renewing or removing of the mills shall be 
annulled and void. And in case they should erect another grist- 
mill on the aforesaid creek they shall pay no rent for it during the 
aforesaid period and the patroon and codirectors shall on the ex- 
piration of the lease take over the newly erected mill at its proper 
valuation and during the aforesaid time no other grist-mill may be 
erected on the said creek. All of which, being done without guile 
or deceit, the contracting parties have confirmed with their signa- 
tures. R. Wyck, the 2d of June 1654. 

This copy agrees with the original, which I certify, 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

" F. R. n. U.^f ,5. p .v 

The name of one oi the farms; see p. 769. 
^^Tbat is. the rent is reduced hy one sixth, in accordsnoe wherewith Flodder is 

charged in the account books of tlie colony s^ith a yearly rctit of 1 x^'? K'uildCTt AOd liz 
stivers, instead of 1906 guilders, the amount stated in the preceding lease. 
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TRANSFER OP LEASE OP MAIZE LAND, BEHIND LAND OP CORNEUS 
TEUNISZ VAN BREUCKELEN, FROM ABRAHAM STEVENSZ TO 
BARENT PIETERSZ COEYMANS, AND EXTENSION OP THE SAID 
LEAS^ 

March i, 1655 

Copy 

At Easter of this year 1654,^ I, Barent Pietersz., took over from 
Abraham Stevensz., two years' lease of the maize land lying behind 
the land of Comelis Teuniss^ and have further leased the afore- 
said land from Ian Batist ran Rensselaer, director of the colony of 
Rensselaer, for the four succeeding years, for the sum of {2^ a 
year. In testimony of the truth I have signed this with my own 
hand, the first of March 1655. in Kcn-selaerswyck. Was siL^ned : 
jan Baptist ran Rensselaer, this is the mark X of Barent Pieterss 
made with his own hand. 

Agrees with the original, 
which I certify, 

Still leased as above. [signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

LEASE OF WATER TOWKR OK THE I I'I'KK MUJ, ON THE FIFTH CREEK 
TO IIARENT I'lETERSZ COEYMANS AND TEUNIS CORNELISZ VAN 
SPITSIIERGEN** 

December 14, 16^4 

Copy 

This day the 14th of Deceml)er 1654, Mr lohan Baptista van 
Rensselaer, in his capacity of director of the colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck, has agreed and contracted with Barent Pieterss. and Tennis 
van Spitsbergen concerning the lease of the water power of the 

^V.R.n.Mss 45. P S- 

* deses laers 1654; appartntly a mistake for dcs lacrs 1654, of the year 1654. 
Abraham Stevensz leased the Valeiit behind the farm of Broer Cnmelis on Feb. 3, 
1650. for foMr or six years, at an annual rent of one an<I a lialf hravcr«, lakinR iip«»n 
hini!>clf all the expenses; Cercchis KoHe, 1648-52, f.47b, among the Rensselacrswyck 
Mss. Barent Pietersc apparently took over the two years* lease from Feb. .1. i6s4t to 
Feb. 3, and then Mardi t, 1655, had the Icnsc extcnrlcil from 1^56 to ififio. 

Abraham Stevensz is in Uic Gerechts RolU and in the account books frcfiuenlly re- 
f erred to as d# Croaet, the Croatian. Not unlBcely he had come to Holland with the 
bands of Croatians who under Ernst, count of Mnntccucculi. invadtd tlic Wluwc and 
the Gooi in 1629. Barent Pieterss appears in the Rensselacrswyck Mss, under date 
of 1647, as Barent PietersM Kcijtwtaiu, 

**Tbe farm of Cornelis Tcanisz van Breodcclen was ahuated some distance north of 
the Patroon's Creek. Sec p. 751. 

» y. R. B. Mss 45, p.6. 
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upjHT mill on tlic fifth crei-k in the aforesaid C(»lony, namely, that 
tlu-v mav use the same for ilic spaee of six suecessive years, eoni- 
mencinj^ on the date above writteti, on condition that the aforesaid 
lessees pay Mr I'uii K'nissiiucr or his successors, tlie sum of 150 
j^iilders a year in merchantable goixls at market prices. In testi- 
mony whereof both i)arties have confirmed these presents with their 
signatures. Agreed on the date as above. Was signed : Jan Bap- 
tist ran Rensselaer, this is the mark X of Barcnt PieUrss., made 
with his own hand, Tcunis Corncliss, 

This copy agrees with the original, 
which I certify, 
[signed] D: Vi Hamcl, Secretary. 

PERMISSION TO UARENT PIETERSZ COEYMANS AND TEUNIS CORNELISZ 
VAN SPITSBERGEN TO ERECT ANOTHER SAWMILL ON THE CREEK*^ 

August 3, 1636 

Copy 

This day, date underwritten, Mr jan Baptist van Rensslaer, di- 
rector of tlic colony of Rensselaerswyck, has contracted and agreed 
with Barcnf Picterss, and Tcunis Corneliss van Spitsbergen, as fol- 
lows : the director gives them permission to erect another sawmill* 

above the sawmill situated at the fifth creek, which said mill they 
may use for the s|)ace ()f to vears next ensnini^^, commencing when 
the first l)oanl -hall he sawed. They shall pay as an annual rent, 
for the first three years after they 1)egin to saw, the sum of 100 
guiMers. and for the remaining seven years. 123 guilders, payments 
to Ik- made in good merchant.nhle goods,, cither iKiards or good, 
strung; seawan. Jn testimony whereof, parties have confirmed these 

••AccoHitiK to the aiHoiint hruiks of the colony this was • sawmill, formerly owned 
1>y RtHRcr J.-icnhs^ atul l!.iron( l'iff«-r>i/ wlii>. W-c. 14. ifif;^. .irc cliarj;*"'! with six years' 
rent for water power at m$ Kuilders a year. It was called the boicnste molen, or 
upper mill, on account of its location on the fifth creek relatively to that of the com* 
bination saw ,-iii<l t'ri«-t tnill iH-Ioneine to tlir i>ntrnnn nrul co<1irccl<>r«. for which. May t8, 
1654. Rutger Jacobs and Hari-nt I'ictcrs/. are cImrKcd with six years' rent at 550 
ffuildera a year and which after that date was leased to Jacob Janss Plodder at >sW 

guilders .-uvl six vtivcrs a year (^scc p. 74''>^. A third null, whirh was erected in 

at the cxiHMisc of riarcnt I'ictersz and Teunis Cornclisz van Spitshergcn, in accordance 

with the agreement |>rinted below, is in the account books usually referred to as the 

nl,li-i Iwrriislc »ii<>/«'m, the ujiix-rmi "-t mill, htit in some «ntrii<! as the bozetiste f'u>!rfi. 

in which cases the mill mentioned in the present lease is called the ondtrsU molen, 
the lower mill. 

« V. R. B. Mss 45. P - 

■* In the account books of the colony among the Rensselaerswyck Mss this milt in 

usually referred to as the Mtrhovenst* moltn, the uppermost mill. See note to ;>re- 
ccdlag leaau. 
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with their usual signatures. Done in Rensselaerswyck, the third 
of August 1656. Was signed: jan Baptist van Rensselaer, the 
mark X of Barent Pieterse,, made with his own hand, Teunis 
Comelisse, 
The first board, the ist of August 1657. 

This copy agrees with the original, 
which I certify, 
[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

LEASE OF FARM^NORTII OF THE FIFTH CREEK, TO JOHAN DE HULTER* 

March 16^4 

Coi)y 

Mr Jolitin Baptista van Rensselaer, director of the colony of 
Renssclaorswvck, lias a.ijrced and contracted with Mr lohan de 
Hulter rej^ardintj^ tlie Ka-^e of a farm 'situated from the fifth creek 
north to the farm of Cornells Teuniss van brcuckclen, on the fol- 
lowing;" con < lit ions. 

The lessee shall accept the aforesaid farm with its house, barn 
and barracks as they are delivered to him at the beginning" of the 
lease, the risk and care of the aforesaid building's to be borne 
equally by the lessor and the lessee, general war excepted, in which 
case the lessor takes the entire charge u|>on himself. Fences and 
all other expenses, of whatever nature they may be, are to be at the 
charge of the lessee alone. 

The lease shall run for six successive years, commencing the first 
of May 1654, at the yearly rent of 275 guilders in merchantable 
grain, wheat counted at 10 guilders and oats at four guilders a 
mudde. 

For use on the farm are delivered three mares, one stallion, one 
gelding and four milch cows, one half of the increase to go to the 
lessor and the other half to the lessee, provided that at the expira> 
tion of the lease the lessee must first of all turn over the number 
of animals furnished to him and if then there is found to be any 
increase, it shall be divided as aforesaid. 

The lessee shall yearly pay tithes of all grain as on other farms, 
also the toepacht just as others. 

To avoid all disputes, the house, bam and barracks shall be ap- 
praised and the increase or decrease in value estimated accordingly. 

For all that is above written and for the execution thereof the 

■* V. R, B. Mm 4S, p. t. 
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lessee binds his person and estate, nothing excepted, submitting 
them to all courts and justices. In testimony whereof, the con- 
tracting parties have confirmed this with their signatures, in 
Rensselaerswyck, the 7th day of March 1654. Was signed: jan 
Baptist van Reusselaer, Johan de hulter. 

This copy agrees with the original, 
which I certify, 
[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

REN EWAL OF I.KASE OF FARM T< > COKNKI.IS TEUMSZ VAN imEUCKELEN 
(CORNELIS ANTHONISZ VAN SCliLiCK) AND JEAN LABATIE* 

August 28, 

Copy 

Ml lohan Baf^listc Rensselaer, director, and the commis- 

sioners of tlie colony of Rcnsselaerswvck have this day, the 2Sth 
of Aiij^i'^t ]f =,2, aj^ain leaded and rented tlie farm used to this dav 
by Cornells Ant lionise, van Breuckelen'- to the aforesaid ConielU 
Anthonisz. and lohan Labatje in company on the following con- 
ditions. 

I 

First, the lessees bind themselves to have built at the first op- 
portunity a dwelling house, bam and barracks on the high ground 
in the pasture of the aforesaid farm, at their expense without any 
charge to the lord patroon and the codirectors. 

As to the dwelhni^ house, it shall helonj^; to the lessees without 
any ohlip^ation on the part of the owners the colony to take it 
over ; hut the lessees may for their own profit dispose of it to the 
next lessee. 

3 

The barn and the l)arracks shall Ik; appraised hy impartial judges 
when they are completed and again at the exf>iration of the lease, 
and the [excess of the] last appraisal shall be deducted from the last 
rent 

4 

All expenses, such as stockades, farm implements and other 
necessaries are to be at the charge of the lessees alone. 

^y.R.B.Mts 45. p. 10. 

• P« location of this farm, sec preceding lease. 
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5 

The lease shall run six consecutive years, commencing on the 
date above written and ending on the same date at the expiration 
of said period. 

6 

The lessees shall the first two years pay an annual rent of ^500 
guilders without tithes, and this for the reason that they have to 
expend money on the building; the last four years annually 500 
guilders as rent and 100 guilders as tithes. 

7 

Payment shall he made in j^rain, wheat at 10 guilders, oats at 
four fjuililcrs a muddc, promptly each year witliout postponing 
it to anotlier year; and if they do not pay in j^rain they must turn 
over good beavers at market prices to the required amount. 

8 

They shall receive in hand "horses and 'cows, one half of thi 
increase of which shall be theirs provided that they^may not sell 
their share outside the colony except with special consent 

9 

For the fulfilment of which conditions, the lessees bind their 
respective property, movable and immovable, now possessed or 
to be obtained hereafter, subject to the jurisdiction of the court here 
or wherever it may he most convenient to the lessors. 

And instead of sureties, tlic lessees pledcje the dwelling; house, 
barn and barracks wliich they are to have built at their own ex- 
pense as above mentioned. Done as above. Was signed: Cor- 
nells Anthoniscn van Salick* 

This copy a^i^rees with the original, 
which I certify, 
[sfgfned] D: V: Hauwl, Secretary. 
Still leased as above. 

■ niank in orSglMl. 

* Eviilcntly an error of tlir co;.> for fan BeUkk, m be Mgns hia name in AT. Y, 

Col. Mss, 2: 160. Sec note on p. 255-56. 

48 
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LEASE OF WATER POWER, ON THE MILL CREEK SOUTU OP FARM OCCU- 
PIED BY JAN BARENTSZ WEMP, TO ABR.\UAM PIETERSZ VOSBURGH 
AND HANS JANSZ VAN ROTTERDAM* 

September jo, 1636 

Copy 

On this day, the last of September, Mr Ian Baptist van Rens- 
selaer, director of the colony of R. IVyck, as lessor, and Abraham 
Pietersst. vosburch, with Hans lanss. van Rotterdam, as lessees, 
have agreed and contracted about the water power on the mill 
creek® south of tlie farm now occupied by Jan Barents Wemp, on 
the followini^ conditions. 

The lease shall comiiicncc on the first of January of next year, 
1657, and continue six successive years at 100 g^uildcrs or 100 
good merchantable .hoards and two pair^ of fowls each year, the 
boards to be delivered at the water's edge of the river. The lessees 
may plant a ^i^rirdeii and aKo keep >onie hurses. cows and hogs 
but upon the express condition that the farm of Ian Barentsz 
aforesaid shall not be injured or inconvenienced thereby and that 
they nui>t enclose the land which they want to use for their horses 
or cows with a good fence. The af(»resaid lessees further ex- 
pressly promise, each one for himself, that they will not in any 
way, either directly or indirectly, sell or cause to be sold to the 
savages any brandy, good beer or any liquor by whatever name 
it may be called, on the forfeiture of the share in the mill of the 
one who is found to have committed the offense, without any ex- 
ceptions or excuses. They further submit themselves to the 
orders, regulations and ordinances of the honorable court of this 
colony of Rensselaerswyck, both those which are already issued 
and those which may be issued in the future; and for the fu]61- 
ment of what is above written the lessees besides their persons and 
goods pledge the aforesaid mill by way of mortgage, and to that 
end the lessor as well as the lessees have confirmed these with 
their own signatures, without guile or deceit. Done at R, Wyck, 
on the date as above. Was signed: fan Baptist van Rensselaer, 

• V. R. D. 45. p. 1 3. 

• Wynant's Kill, cm the cast side of llic lliirlson River, in the southrrn part of the 
city of Troy. Thb creek was bought from the IndiaiM Jan. a;, 1651; aee note on 

I*. 755 Sfi- 
' coppelcn. 
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Abraham Pietersen vosburch, the mark X of Hans lanssen van 
Rotterdam, made wiUi his own hand. Below was written: In 

my presence, D: V: Hamel, secretary. 

This copy apices with the original, 

whicli I certify, 
[signed] D: V : Hamcl, Secretary. 

LEASE OF FARM BETWEEN THE TWO CREEKS, LAST OCCUPIED BY 
THOMAS CHAMBERS, TO JAN BARENTSZ WEMF* 

November i8, 1634 

Copy 

On the date underwritten, Mr lohau Bap*, van Rensselaer, di- 
rector, and the commissioners of the colony of Rensselaerswydc, 
have agreed and contracted with Ian Barentss. Wemp respecting 
the lease of the farm last occupied by Thomas Chamber in the 
aforesaid colony, upon the following conditions. 

I 

Tlic lessee sliall use tlic land l)ct\vcen tlie two creeks as cultivated 
In I lionuis Chdinhcr, and if the adjoiuinj^ land can l>e ohtaiiicd 
from the sava^^^es. he shall use it with the aforesaid land, without 
furtlier charges than those mentioned in this contract 

2 

The house, bam and barracks shall at the first opportunity be 
appraised by experienced men, the risk and charge of the same 

* y. R. B. .\fss 45. p. 15. The farm referred to in this lease was established by 
Thomas Cliamlifrs tinder a contract with the officers of the colony, dated Se)it. 7, 1646, 
which is fouii'l in (i^f^iii- :tin ct'nif^r .Ictcn cn rt«t/i'r«* ,lrn>tirri'ki'lijtk-r .Vc/ifiVii. 
48, {■•74— 78, among tlic Hcnsst'lacrswyck Mss. The land is dcM:ril)<.'d as being " situated 
obliquelr opposite the farm called d« Vlackte, on the east side of the river, between 
the two creeks." by which is meant the land Jn-twecn the (iresent Wyn.Tiu\ -ind 
Focsten Kills, in the southern part of the city of Troy. The contract iirovidcs that 
Thomas Chambers shall use the said land for the period of five years, commencing 
Nov. I. 1647: tliat lie «.hall hnild at his own exi>en«<e a b.Trn. f^.fvx.-S feet, in all re- 
spects like the bam of i'ocntjc, a dwclliiiK house, 3^x18 feet, hay barracks and a fence, 
and that at the end nf the five years he shall surrender these to the patroon in lieu 
of rent; also, that In sliall receive two mares, two stallions and ff>nr cows, and that 
each year he shall i^ay tithes and, as an acknowledgement, 351b of butter. The con- 
tract provides further that if there is an opportunity to erect a sawmill, Thomas 
Chambers shall havi iIm preference, and that at the end of the five jrears he may 
extend the term of Ins lease for three years, on payment of an annual rent of fsim. 
in addition to tithes. In the account books of the colony. Thomas Chambers is 
charged with tilhe<! from 1647 to 1652. :uid with rent and tithes from 165a to 1654. 
Jttiy 14, i6s4, Thomas Chambers stirrendercd hia farm, dwelling house, bam and bay 
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during the term of the lease to be shared half and half by the 
lessors and by the lessee, except in case of general war, when the 
lessee shall not have to bear any of the charges. 

3 

All expenses of whatever nature shall be defrayed by the lessee, 
who is also solely responsible for the fences. 



The lessee receives four mares, one stallion and four cows, 
which he must return at the end of the lease or replace from the 
increase ; half the increase of the said horses and cattle shall belong 
to the lessee. 



The lease of the said farm commences at stubble time of this 
year 1654 and shall end the first day of May 1^9. 



The winter seeding which is put into the ^ound durinp: the 
last year of the lease shall be appraised in the latter part of May 
after the expiration of the lease and the next tenant must take it 
at its valuation and pay the tithes upon it. 

barracks and Rave a iMumissory note to Jan l{ai>tist van Rensselaer for £1388:3. SooO 
after he moved to tlic Ksopus, where he had bought land June St i6$2. As far as 
any records show, the farm of Thomas Chambers was the first one to be established on 
the cast side of the river, iiurtli <>f the present city of Rensselaer, while the tract on 
whirl) it was located was prohaMy the first li> In- |iurchascd fronj the Indians in that 
vicinity. (Sec note to the ccrtilicate of purchase of Aug. 13, 1630, on p. 167.) 
Jan. 37, i6si« according to a certificate among the Rensseloerswyek Mss, the commis* 
«ioticrs (<f flir ci'Ioiiy hoiiuht frnin the Tiidiaiis a " crrfain crock sitna'i 'l s^mtli .if tlic 
farm of Thomas C haniht rs and north of Monamin's Castle, with the surrounding wood 
and the adjoininR land and the jurisdiction thereof, to the castle, obliquely opposite 

the honse of Hrocr Curnclis." Tlii-^ refers api .irctitly In the inirchasr of flic Wynatit's 
Kill and to a tract of land to the south of it, in .spite of the fact that Monamin's, or 
Monemin's Caitle appears on the parchment map of the colony, reproduced In this 
vohime. as lying at the nmntli of the Moliawk, on what is now called Pcohlcs Island. 
The lease apcaka of an eventual purchase cif adjoining land. This refers to land on 
the Poeaten Kill, for which a confirmatory patent was issued to $wc«r Teunisx van 
Velsen on Aprd 13, 1667. From this patent we Nam tliat "a Certain pcell of Land 
lying nccr Alhany on the other side of the Creek or Kill betnnning from the Mill on 
the Creek and to goc on over the sd: Creek unto the Great Meadow Ground where- 
about Sixty six pac.s the Trees are markt ** was "in the Yeare 1659 Purchased of 
the Indvan rroiirictors by Ian Rarrntsen Wemp with the Leave nnfj Cimspnt of Ian 
Baptist van Rensselaer and Arcnt V'an Corlacr." The purchase evidently covered the 
Poetten Kill, to named after Jan Barentss Wemp, also called Poeat, and a narrow 

strip of laii'l to tlie n>>rt!i of said kill. The year r>f the purchase, though coincidins; 
with the expiration of the lease of the farm between the Wynant's and Pocstcn Kills, 
may not be correctly given in the patent, as Jan Baptist van Rensselaer left the colony 

in the fall of 16^^. It 5s infcrrmini; fi> note tl'.-it tlir sur ,,f .t pntcnt tO SwCCf 
Teunisx showa that Wemp must have bought the land in hia own name. 
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7 

As rent for the use of what is described above, the lessee shall 

pay the aforementioned director or his successor yearly, promptly 
and without delay, the sum of 600 guilders, that is for four and 

;i half years' lease 270) j^aiilders, over and ahove tlie yearly tithes 
and tocpacht, in iiKrchanlable j;raiii, tile wheat at 10 guilders and 
the oats at four guilders a nuiddc. 

8 

And as bondsmen and sureties for the terms of tliis contract and 
for the due performance of the same, offer themselves Rutger 
lacobss. and Goossen Gcrritsz., to that end, subjecting themselves 
to the honorable court of the aforesaid colony. 

lah Barents^, aforesaid promises further to conchict himself dili- 
gently and honestly as an upright colonist should, submitting him- 
self to the laws and ordinances of ^the aforesaid colony, for which 
purpose the aforesaid parties together with the sureties have signed 
this with their own hands. Done this i8th of November, 1654. 
Was signed: jan BapHst van Rensselaer, Anthomus de Hooges, 
the ordinary mark iB of Ian Bareniss. made with his own hand, 
and as sureties, Rutger lacobss,, the mark X of Goossen Gerritss, 
made with his own hand. 

Below was written: This contract is extended for two years at 
the request of Ian Barentsg. IVemp, on condition that the sureties 
of the contract are satisfied therewith, the 21st of August 1658 
in Renssdaerswyck. Was signed: Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, 
this is the mark iB of Ian Bareniss. Wemp made with his own hand, 
Rutger lacobss,, the mark X of Goossen Gerritss. made with his 
own hand. Still lower was written: In my presence, D: V: Hamel, 
Secretary. 

This copy ap^rees with the original, 
which I certify, 
[signed] D V I lamely Secretary. 
This lease still continues as above. 
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ACRKKMENT AIJOT I I.KASK OK A rARl KI. Dl' LAND O.N TIIK FAST SIDE 

OF Tilt: ki\i:k, oi'i'i)Sirfc: dkn sack, to guossen gekkiisz and 

THOMAS JANSZ** 

September Ji, 16^8 

Copy 

Mr Ian Baptist van Rensselaer, ilirector of the colony of Rens- 
sclaerswyck, as lessor and Goosen Gerrttsc.^*^ as lessee togctlier 
with Thomas lansz: have contracted and agreed about a certain 
parcel of land lying on the east side of the river opposite den 
sack^^ the lease of which commenced on the ist of May 1655 and 
shall continue for the space of 10 successive years^^ at an annual 
rent of 40 guilders besides the tithes and two pair of fowls as 
toepacht and in case any expenses have been or are to be incurred 
to keep the natives of this country out of the said land, the said 
expenses shall be at the charge of the lessor and be deducted from 
the rent Thus done and agreed, this nth of September 1658 
without fraud. In testimony whereof, the contracting parties have 
confirmed this with their own signatures, in the colony of R. Wyck, 
date as above. Was signed: /; B: van Rensselaer, the mark X of 
Goossen Gerritss, made with his own hand, the mark X of Thomas 
lanssen, made with his own hand. To my knowledge, D: V: 
Hamel, Secretary. 

This copy agrees with the original, 
which I certify, 
[signed] D V Hamel, Secretary. 

LEASE OF LAND ON ISLAND OPI'OSITE UEVEKWVCK TO ARENT ANDRIESZ^'' 

May I, 1658 

Copy 

This day, the ist of May 1658, Mr Ian Baptist van Rensselaer, 
director of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, has agreed and con- 

•V.R. B. Msj 45. p i 8. 

"Given in Account Book. i6.?4 38. amoni; the Rensselaerswyck Mss, as Goosen tier- 
retss van westerbroeck : first ciuiy datnl April 8. i6j7. The same book gives Corndb 
Teunisz Bos, commonly called van Wi-sihrmck, as Cornelis Thfunissen van wester- 
broeck. first entry dated April 8. 1637. It sccins most likely that westerbroeck refers 
to Wi'sthrock, in tlic province of Utrecht, thougli there is a Westerbrock, also called 
VVestl)r'><k. in the province of GroniiiRen. The children of (touMen Gerritu uied Ike 
name van Schaick. 

** Literally, the cove, or hollow. 

Tt is II. .f rl( It wlutluT tile to ycTrs arc from Mnv i. i^it;^. it fr.>u\ Sept. it, xCt^H. 
The account iKHtks of the colony record the payment of rent and tithes from May 1. 
t6ss. to May 1. i6s8, but contain no accounts with Goosen Gcrritsc and Tbomaa 
Jansz aftrr S(i>t 11. ir.^s, bo that tke above lease would seem to have been canceled. 
*'y.R.B.Ms4 45, p.19. 
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tracted with Arent Adriessen, about tlie lease of all the tilled land 
on tlie island opposite the center of the village of Bevcrwyck^* 
with all the land which he can further obtain from the natives of 
this country, with the exception of land already cultivated by the 
honorable van Rensselaer which his honor keeps for himself, and 
this for the sum of loo guilders a year besides tithes and two 
fowls as toepacht, to be paid in good wheat and oats, the wheat to 
be delivered at lo guilders a .mudde and the oats at four guilders 
a mudde, and in case the lessee should be prevented from using the 
said land by the savages or otherwise, he shall be free from the 
obligations of the lease and not pay for such period as he does not 
have the use of the said land. The lease shall continue for the 
si)ace of four years commencing today. In testimony whereof, 
Mr Rcnsslacr and . I rent aforesaid have confirmed this with their 
signatures, without fraud; in Iv. l/'vrA'. date as alKjvo. Was 
signed: /; B: van Rensselaer, .Irciit Andrics. Below was written: 
In my presence, D V Jlanwl, Secretary. 

Tliis copy agrees with the original, 
wliicli I certify, 
[signed] D: V : Hamd, Secretary. 

RENEWAL OF LEASE OF FARM AND WATER POWER IN GREENBUSH TO 

EVERT PELS** 

May I, j6^^j 

Copy 

Evcrl Pels promises l)y his sii:;^nature. liereto affixed, that this 
winter without furtlu-r delay he will make i)romi)t and full pay- 
ment in merchaiUahle grain to the director of tliis colony for all 
debts remaining unpaid according to the accounts; and in case 
of his failure to do so, the following contract shall be void and of 
no effect. 

( )n the date underwritten the honorable Johan Baptista va:i 
Rensselaer, director, and the commissioners of the colony of Reus- 
selaerswyck have agreed and contracted with Evert Pels about the 
lease of the farm used by him to this date and now leased again 
on the following conditions. 

over de by ecn wooninge dcr durpc BcvcrwycL-. In tlic account books among the 
Rtnstelaersxvyck Mss, the island is referred to as lying opposite the fort; it is ap* 
parently wlint is now known ss Boston or Van Rensselaer Island. 

•» y. K. U. Mss 45. p.ao. 



Digitized by Google 



760 



NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 



Z 

The lessee shall use the old plowed land and the other as 
before," 

2 

As to the house, bam and barracks, the lessee shall deliver them 
up ill the same condition as he received them, according to ihe 
iiis|)ection and valuation of competent persons, and Evert Pels 
sliall furnish the carpenter and others who are to work on the new 
barn with meat and drink at his own expense and shall furnish all 
the heavy timber at the place of building, also at his own expense 
without making any charges therefor. As to otlier materials, such as 
boards, hardware and the roof which Evert Pels is to furnish for 
the barn, as well as the wages of the workmen, these shall be at 
the charge of the lessors. 

What the lessee advances will be credited to him in the next 
rent. The lessee must further each year repair the aforesaid 
buildings and keep them in proper order and on the expiration of 
the lease deliver them with tight sides and roofs, one half of the 
risk to be borne by the lessors and the other by the lessee, except 
in case of general war, in which case the lessee shall hot have to 
bear any of the loss, as aforesaid. 

3 

Tlu K^see shall take upon himself alone all expenses of wliat- 
ever nature they may be. 

4 

The lessee shall have the use of as many animals as there are on 
the farm at present, one half of the increase to be his on condition 
that he do not sell or remove his share without consent of the 

authorities here. There have been delivered to him "horses and 
^^cows. 

5 

At the expiration of his lease, the lessee shall turn over the 
seeded land to the next tenant upon an appraisal to be made in the 
latter part of May. 

Pe huyrJcr sal gebruycki'n Itct oudc liouivlandt ende het andcre alt voor desen; 
htt andere refers to newly cleared land. Cf. lease to (^ndis Hendricksi van Nc«» 

AuR. 25, ifi^o, p. 762-63, 
" Blank in original. 
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6 

And during the first years of his lease, he shall spread the 
manure over the land and cut down or kill the trees which stand 
in the way. 

7 

The lessee shall pay promptly each year, as rent of the aforesaid 
farm, in addition to the tithes, 4CX3 ^niilders in merchantable ^rain, 
wheat at 10 and oats at four guilders a mudde, the toepacht being 
the same as on other farms. 

8 

The lease runs for the next four consecutive years, commencing 
on the first of May 1653. 

9 

It is further agreed that Evert Pels for the use' of the water 
power and the logs for the two mills shall promptly pay each year 
125 gilders in merchantable boards, the period commencing and 
ending as above. 

10 

The lessee must provide two sufficient sureties for the rent and 
the fulfilment of the contract. 

II 

For all that is written above, Ei'crt pels and his sureties pledge 
their respective possessions, movable and immovable, now owned 
or to be acquired hereafter, none excepted, submitting them to the 
lionorable court of the aforesaid colony or wherever it may be 
convenient to the lessors. 

12 

Finally, the lessee promises to conduct himself quietly, faithfully 
and diligently, to observe all proper laws as an obedient subject and 
to pay proper respect to the director and commissioners as his law- 
ful superiors. In confirmation whereof, the lessee and the sureties 
have ratified this by their signatures. Agreed as above. Was 
signed : Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, Anthonius de Hooges, as com* 
missioners, Evert Pels. 

This copy agrees with the original, which I certify, 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 
This lease continues as before. 
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LEASE OF LAND AT THE SOUTH END OF GREENBUSH, FORMERLY OCCU- 
. PIED BY TEUNIS CORNELISZ VAN VECUTEN, TO CORNELIS HEN- 
DRICKSZ VAN NES^'* 

August ^5, 16^0 

The farm of Comelis van Nes. 

This day, the 25th of August 1650, the honorable director, com- 
missioners and councilors of the colony of R. JVyck have contracted 
and ai^rccd with Comelis Ilaidricvsa z>an cs ahoiit the lease of the 
farm heretofore occupied hy Tennis Cornclisc van znxhten, including 
six niorj^ens of the farm of Teunis Dircxss, also used by tlie above, 
on the following;' conditions. 

1 First, van cs shall accept the aforesaid farm in its present con- 
dition and alo?ic defray the cost of huildinjL^ house, harrack and 
barn as well as of stoi kades, waj^on, plow and all farm implements, 
nothing excepted without any charp:e to the lord patroon, on con- 
dition that at the expiration of tlie lease they shall be tlie property 
of tlie aforesaid van es, 

2 Secondly, the lessee shall receive two mares and one stallion or 
gelding, and if no three or four year olds can be found among these 
the lessee must be satisfied with a two year old, also two cows ; one 
half of the increase of the aforesaid animals to be the property of 
van Es free from any preemptive right ; he may also keep his own 
animals without any requisition thereon. 

3 As to tithes, van Es shall pay these on the land that is at 
present cleared, that is, on the land of Teunis Dircxsz. — six, on tiie 
new land — three, total — nine morgens. On what land he clears 
hereafter, he shall be free from both rent and tithes. 

4 The lease commences at stubble time 1650 and shall run for 
ei,L,dit successive years. 

5 The lessee \m\--{ annually pay the director's tocf^achtcn namely, 
two large schepels of wheat and two pair of fowls. 

r. K. n. yfsi 4";. v-23. The oriffina] of tliis Imso. siRnecl: B. V. SUchlenhorst. A: 
dc Hoogrs. Cornclis Hendricks ',an nr%. Rut Jacobsen and the mark of Goossrn Ger- 
ritsen made with his own han<i. is found on f.17-18 of Leases and contracts, 1648-52. 
amons the Rensselaerswyck Mss. On f.i;; of the same record in found an unsigned 
lease by van Slichtrnhnrst to Triu!i>. rnrni-li-/. -lui il at llic bi jjitiiiiiitr Oct. tj. 1648 
and at the end April 1649. in whicli the land is dcscrihcd as being bet Suijet eijnde 
van^ gretnen bos, mH set morgen* omtt Landt ran'! noordt tijndt vamit B9itmeri$» 
van Truxif Pircks:. (the •^otith nid nf ti:o pine wood, with six moTgent of old l«ad at 
tilC north end of the farm of Teunis Dircksz). 
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6 For which said land the lessee shall annually pay the patroon 
or his agent the sum of 225 j^milders in merchantable grain or 
other products at current prices, payments to be made twice a year, 
the first payment on St Martin's day^* 165 1, the second on the 226 

of February 1652, being St Peter's day, and so forth. Thus agreed 
in the colony of Rcnsselacrswyck on the date above written ; in 
witness whereof, we liave hereto set our hands. Was signed: 
B. V Slichtcnhorst, A. dc Ilooi^cs, Cornclis Hcndricxss. van Ncs, 
Rut lacobsz., the mark X of Gooscn Gcrritsz. Underneath was 
written: Which I certify, A: dc ffoo'^cs, Secretary. 
Agrees with tlie copy, which I certify, 

[signed] D V Hamcl, Secretary. 

This lease continues as before. 

LEASE OF FARM IN GRECKMirSH. NORTH OF THE FARM OF CORNELIS 
UENDRICKSZ VAN NES, TO A£RT JACOBSZ^ 

May I, i6$4 

Copy 

Mr Johan BapHsta van Rensselaer, director of the colony of 
Rcnsselacrswyck, has agreed and contracted with Acrt lacobsc. 
about the lease of a certain tract of land lying in the aforesaid 
colony in '/ Greenebos, north of the farm of Cornells van Nes, on 
the following conditions. 

The lessee shall have the use of the aforesaid tract of land for 12 
successive years, commencii^ on the first of May 1654, and may 
enlarge and clear the said land as much as he is able, but without 
prejudice or detriment to the adjoining farms or any one else, 
provided that he shall alone defray all expenses of whatever nature 
they may be and that at the expiration of the lease he must turn 
over the cleared land to his honor aforesaid or his successor, freely 
and without receiving any compensation therefor, with the ex- 
ception of the fence, for which he shall be paid or compensated 
according to an appraisal by impartial persons. 

As to the rent, the lessee sliall have tlie use of the land which 
is clear durinjj^ the first two years without payiuij any rent or 
tithes, but the stijMdatcd tocpacht he nuist pay each year of the 
lease : durinj::;' the other 10 years the lessee shall for the use of the 
said land pay an annual rent of 25 guilders besides the titlies, in 

»Nov. nth. 
^V.R,B,Um 4S» P^S* 
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merchantable [grain] or other current form of payment The 
lessee may keep as many hogs .as he can without damage to any 
one else. The lessee may keep two cows on the aforesaid land 
without paying anything for their pasturage. 

The lessee promises that during the term of the lease he will 
conduct himself as an obedient and humble colonist, submitting 
himself to the honorable court of the foresaid colony and to its 
laws and ordinances. In confirmation whereof, Mr lohan Bap- 
tista van Rensselaer and Aert lacobss, together with Schout 
Gerard Swartl and Cornells van Nes, as witnesses tfiereto invited, 
have ratified this with their signatures. Done in the aforesaid 
colony on the date above written. Was si^ed : Johan Baptist van 
Rciissclncr, . lot lacohsrn. As witiK'sscs: (J: S'ii'art, Cornells van 
Nes. P)clo\v was written: Executed to my knowledge, Anthouio 
dc HoogcSj Secretary. 

This copy agrees with the orig^inal. 

which I certify, 
[signed] D: V : Hamel, Secretary. 

RLNEWAL OF LEASK tH 1 ARM SOITII Ol (iREENBUSU TO TEUNIS 

DIRCKSZ VAN VECUTEN** 

May /, /d57 

Copy 

On the date underwritten, Mr Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, direc- 
tor, and the commissioners of the colony of Renssclacrswyck have 
agreed and contracted with Tennis Dircxsr:. about the lease of the 
farm used by him to this date and now leased again on the follow- 
ing conditions. 

I 

He shall use the old plowed land and the other^ as before. 

2 

The If^sio shall <U'livcr U|) the house, ham and barracks in the 
same comhtion as he received them, accnidinq- to the inspection, 
appraisal and valuati<»n of j^ersotis of kni'wledijfe and competence 
to he ehoven for tliat purpose. He must furtlicr each year repair 
them and keep them in proper order and on the expiration of the 
lease deliver them with tight sides and roofs, the risk of fire to be 

" V. R. B. Mtt 4$t p.a7. 
Se« note pi 7601. 
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borne half and half, except in case of general war, when the pa- 
troon shall bear the whole loss. 

3 

All expenses, of whatever nature they may be, are and remain 
at the sole charge of the lessee. 

4 

The lessee shall receive six horses, to wit, four full-grown mares, 

one two year old mare and one stallion, six cows among which four 
full-grown cows and two heifers, just as he received by the pre- 
ceding^ contract, one half of the increase to be his provided that he 
do not sell or remove his share out of this colony without special 
C(jnsent of tlie authorities here; and the number of animals re- 
ceived he nuist make good from the increase and return. 

5 

At the expiration of his lease, the lessee shall turn the seeded 
land over to the next tenant upon an appraisal. 

6 

The lessee shall further during the first years of his lease spread 
the manure over the land and cut down or kill the trees that are 
in the way. 

7 

The lessee shall i)ay promptly each year as rent of the aforesaid . 
farm 550 j^uilders in addition to tlie tithes; in luerchantable grain, 
wheat at lu guilders and oats at four guilders a niuddc. 

8 

The lease runs for the next six successive years, commencing the 
first of May 1657. 

9 

The lessee must provide two sufficient sureties for the rent and 
the fulfilment of the contract. 

10 

For all that is written above, C'hirs Coniclisc. and his sureties 
pledj^e their respective i)ossessions, movable and immovable, now 
owned or to be acquired hereafter, none excelled, submittinj^ them 
to the honorable conrt here or wherever it may be convenient to 
the lessors. Finally, the lessee promises to conduct himself quietly, 
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faithfully and dilii^cntly. an<l to observe all proper laws as an ol)e- 
dient subject and to pay proper respect to the director and coniniis- 
Sioners as his lawful snpcrinrs. In contirtnation whereof, the lessee 
and the sureties have ratifietl this with tlieir si.L::natures, all without 
fraud, this rtrst of May 1657. Was signed: this is the mark X of 
Tcuiiis lUsc.vsa. m:uW with his own hand. 

This copy agrees witli the original, which i certify, 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, 1638 TO 1657, OF THE PATROON AW 

TEUNIS OIRCKSZ VAN VECUTEN^ 

March ^p, /d57 

Copy 

Whereas the patroon and codirectors have been under contract 
with Teunis Dircxss. from the year 1638 till the first of May of the 
year 1657, first with the said Teunis Dircxss. as farm laborer, 
later on shares half and half and finally for eight years under con- 
tract of lease, and whereas it has been impossible from the begin- 
ning to settle the accounts between the patroon and codirectors and 
Teunis Dircxss.; therefore, we, the underwritten, have with the 
approval of Arent van Curler agreed that all that the patroon and 
codirectors have received from the said Teunis Dircxss., as well 
his services as laborer as the delivery of grain to the Company 
or others on behalf of the patroon and the delivery of horses and 
animals and one half of the farm products and whatever his claims 
may amount to on the first of May 1657, acquit the said 
Teunis Dircxss., on the aforesaid date, of all his obligations and of 
whatever he may owe the patroon and codirectors, except that 
the aforesaid Teunis Dircxss. must at his own exj^ense have put 
in a heavier beam for the support of the chinuiey in the new house 
and have the barn straightened and provided with a new roof, all 
of which to^ctluT witli tlic barracks shall be and remain the prop- 
erty of the patnjon and codirectors. Thus ai^need and stipulated 
this 2f)th of March i^>57. in Rensselacr-.w yck. Was signed: Jan 
Baptisl ran Roissclarr, Dircclur of the cok)ny of Rensselaerswyck, 
A: I'an Curler^ this is the mark X of Teunis Dircxss. made witli 
his own hand. 

This copy agrees with the original, which I certify, 

[signeil] D: V : Ilaincl, Secretary. 

This lease continues on the aforesaid conditions. 

^V,R.B. Mss 45* P^ao* 
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RENEWAL OF LEASE OF FARM ON PAPSCANEE ISLAND TO CLAES COR- 

NEUSZ VAN VOORHOUT** 

September J 4, 1632 

Copy 

does Comeliss promises by his signature, hereto suscribed, that 
this winter without further delay he will make prompt and full 
payment in merchantable grain to the director of thb colony for 
all debts remaining unpaid according to the accounts; and in case 
of his failure to do so, the following contract shall be void and of 
no effect. 

On the tlatc underwritten the honorable j'ohan Baptista van RenS' 

sclacr, director, and tlic commissioners of the colony of Rensselaer S- 
wyck have agreed and contracted with Clacs Comeliss. about tiie 
lease of the farm used by him to this date and now leased again on 
the following conditions. 

z 

He shall use the old plowed land and tlie otlier as before.^ 

2 

The lessee shall deliver up the house, bam and barracks in the 
same condition as he received them, according to the inspection, 
appraisal and valuation of persons of knowledge and competence 
to be chosen for the purpose. He must further each year repair 
them and keep them in proper order and on the ex|nration of the 
lease deliver them with tight sides and roofs. 

3 

All expenses, of whatever nature they may be, are and remain at 
tlie sole charge of tlie lessee. 

4 

The lessee shall receive -"horses and -"cows, one half of the 
the increase to be his provided that he do not sell or remove his 
share out of this colony without special consent of the authorities 
here. 

S 

At the expiration of his lease, the lessee shall turn the seeded 
land over to the next tenant upon an appraisal. 

" y. R. B. Mss 45. P.3«. 
*S«e note p. 760. 
*Bluik la orlgbnL 
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6 

As the lessee had to leave his farm now at stubble time and his 

new lease t)egins on the first of May 1653 he shall for the interven- 
ing pcriud pay a rent of 240 guilders. 

I 

7 

The lessee shall further in the first years of his lease spread the 
manure over the land and cut down or kill the trees that are in 
the way. 

8 

The lessee shall i)ay promptly each year, as rent of the aforesaid 
farm 480 guilders, in addition to the tithes, in merchantable grain, 
vviieat at lu guilikrs ami oats at four guilders a mudde. 

9 

The lease runs for the next four consecutive years commencing 
the first of May 1653. 

10 

The lessee must provide two sufficient sureties for the rent and 

the fulfilment of the contract. 

II 

For all that is written above, C'Uirs Cornrlis::. and his sureties 
pledge their respective possessions, movable and immovable, now 
owtied or to be acquired hereafter, none excepted, submitting them 
to the honorable court here or wherever it may be convenient to 
the lessors. 

12 

Finally, the lessee promises to conduct himself quietly, faithfully 
and diligently, and to observe all proper laws as an obedient sub- 
ject and to pay proper respect to the honorable director and com- 
missioners as his lawful superiors. In confirmation whereof, the 
lessee and the sureties have ratified this with their signatures. Done 
as above, this 14th of September 1652. Was signed: this is the 
mark X of Claes Comeliss, made with his own hand, Comelis 
Zegers, this is the mark X of Comelis Comeliss, van voorhoui 
made with his own hand. 

This copy agrees with the original, which I certify, 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 
This lease continues on the preceding conditions. 



Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS "jtv) 



RENEWAL OF LEASE OF THE FARM CALLED DB HOOGEBERCH TO GIJSBERT. 

CORNELISZ VAN BREUCKELEN" 

June 23, 1654 

Copy 

On the following conditions, Mr Johm BapHstfl van Rensselaer, 
director of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, and the oommisskmers 
have agreed and contracted with Gijsbert ComelisB van Breve- 
kelcn^^ about the lease of the farm called de Haogeberch^ 

The aforementioned honorable gentlemen shall supply the lessee, 
out of the animals which are on the aforesaid farm, with four 
mares apd four cows, which number he must deliver again at tlie 
expiration of the lease, replacing such as are wanting by others 
out of the increase, one half of the increase to be the lessee's pro- 
vided that he do not remove them out of the jurisdiction of the 
colony before he has offered them to the above regents at a valua- 
tion fixed by impartial persons. 

Further, if this colony (which God forbid) should become in- 
volve 1 in a tjeneral war. it shall, if necessity requires it, be suffi- 
cient for the lessee to return [such] animals [as he has] to their 
honors aforesaid, provided it be done in good time; and every three 
years delivery [of the surplus animals] must be made. The lease 
runs for six successive years commencing the first of May i^»54, 
the rent, to be paid yearly in addition to the tithes, amounting to 
350 L'uiMers in merchantable and good grain, wheat at 10 and oats 
at four guilders a mudde, which must he jiaid oiT each year with- 
(•ut delay. The tocpacht is according to agreement. The lessee 
shall take the barn and barracks at previous valuation, with which 

" V. R. B. Mu 45> P'34> 

Con fu soil hy (>'('nllni,'!i:iii. History of S'rzc S'rtherliitui , 1:441, with Cliisbcrt Cn-- 

ndisz van Wecsp. who in the Gerechts Rolle, 1648-54, among the Rensselatrswyck Mss, 
is frequenty referred to as vmtrt, or wttrt, the tavern keeper. Gijsbert CbmeHs van 
VVrt'sp ap{>cars at New Amslcrclain in 1630; he owned a house in Beverwyck and died 
before 1654; see N. Y. Col. Mst, 1:134, >5S> Early Records of tht City and County 
of Albany, translated by Jonathan Pearson, p. 193- Gijahert ComeTisz van BrencfceTen, 
usually referred to as t.tj\h,rt CornrlisM aen den berch, or op den Hoogenberch, does 
not seem to have arrived till 1647 and appears in the account books of the colony as late 
as 1685. 

• This farm was from 1640 to 1646 ]ea.scd by Miebiel Jansa van Scrabbekercke and 

la frequently referred to in the letters of Kiliaen van Rensselaer on account of the 
rock crystal which was found there. It was situated on the east side of the river, near 
the present Mill Creek. April as, i&i^, Antony de Hboget, in tiie absence of ln> 

Strnctions from Holland leased the farm for one year to Teunis Cornclisz van Vev!itrh. 
formerly a farmhand of Michicl Jansz, and April 18, 1647, this lease was renewed fur 
one year. (Cereehts Rotte, (648-52, f.iob, and Copije van eenig* Acten on andtrc 
Aonmerckeiijcko NotUien, 1643-48, p.44-4S)> . 
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he shall be dcljitcd on his accouiU; and on ihc last year's lent he 
shall he eiediled wilii ini{)rnvenienls made or make good depre- 
ciation, and Mr i\m Rcnssilair aforesaid shall at the first opportu- 
nity lurnisli the le^>ee with as many hrick^> as are needed for a chim- 
ney with which he shall al>o he dehitcd as alx)ve. 

One half of the risk on the house, barn and barracks is to be 
borne by the patroon and codirectors and the other half by the 
lessee, except in case of general war, when their honors aforesaid 
shall t>ear the loss alone. 

Further, all expenses, of whatever nature tliey may be, arc and 
remain at tlie charge of the lessee. 

The grain which is sown during th& last year of the lease shall 
be appraised at the end of May, at the expiration of this contract; 
the lessee to pay the rent and his successor the tithes. 

For all that is above written and for its fulfilment Goossen Gef' 
riisz. and Tennis Dircxss. van Vechten become bondsmen and sure- 
ties, pledging their persons and possessions, movable and immov- 
able, now owned or to be acquired hereafter, none excepted, and 
submitting them to the honorable court of the aforesaid colony or 
wherever it may be convenient to the lessors or their suoceasors. 

And the lessee promises to be submissive and diligent as a good 
colonist ought to be. In confirmation of what is written above tlie 
lessors as well as the lessee and his sureties have ratified this by 
their signatures, in R: Wyck the 23d of June 1654. Was signed: 
Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, lohan de Hulttr, Anthonms de Hooges, 
the usual mark X of Gysbert Cornelisz. as lessee, made with his 
own hand, the mark X of Goosen GerHtsz, as surety, made with 
his own hand, the mark X of Teunis Dircxss., as surety, made by 
him with his own hand. 

This copy agrees with the original, which I certify, 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

The [lease of the] water power of the mills opposite Bethelem 
has not been renewed.^ 



"•dffi H'tilerLoof' Tdm/r Mi-uh'ns Ifeen oi-er Btthdcm blyft open. V. R. B, Msg 45, 
P-37: blank. 
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RENEWAL OF LEASE OF ISLAND OPPOSITE BETHLEHEM TO JAN KEYERSZ 

VAN HOUTEN^** 

February is, 1633 

Copy 

On the following conditions, Mr loiwn Baptist van Rensselaer, 
director of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, and the commissioners 
have agreed and contracted with Ian Reyersz: van Houltcn^^ about 
the lease of the island situated at the end of the place called Beth- 
lehem used by him to this day, as follows. 

In the first place Reyerss. shall have and use the land as before, 
for which he shall pay a yearly rent of 230 guilders and 45 guil- 
ders for tithes, in merchantable grain, wheat at 10 guilders and oats 
at four guilders a mudde, and as toepacht, also yearly, 12 pounds of 
butter, four fowls and two schepels of wheat The lease commences 
on the first of May 1653 and runs for eight consecutive years, so 
that the term ends on the first of May 1661. 

The lessee receives two mares, four stallions, four cows and one 
licifer calf, one lialf of the increase of which shall be his, but be- 
fore any increase can be counted the number of animals received 
must be turned over and, in case contrary to our hopes all the 
horscb and animals happen to die or be killed, the lessee must never- 
theless pay for them and make good the loss and may not convey 
away any of the animals raised by him without consent. 

As to the buihlinc^s. the lessee must defray the cost thereof him- 
self and they shall be his property: for them he shall be furnished 
with 2(M) boards for whicii he must pay at the first settlement of 
accounts. 

As i)y the preceding contract a dwcliniL; honse barn and Ijarracks 
were promised lo Jan Reyersc, which he did not receive, one year's 
rent, that is. 300 guilders, is deducted from the amount due under 
the preceding lease, provided that Ian Reyerss, must pay for the 
160 boards delivered to him. 

The lessee shall further bear ak)nc all the expenses of fencing, 
farm implements and the like, for which, as well as for the seeded 
land, the next lessee must compensate and reimburse him according 
to proper appraisal. 

Finally. Jan Reyerss: promises to conduct himself as a good and 
obedient colonist and inhabitant of the colony should, submitting 

»» i : R. B. Mss 45. p. 39. 

** Houten, • nnail vUlafe about Htc ntilct S. by E. of Utrecht 
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himself to the honorable court of tfie aforesaid colony and to tbe 

urdiiiances already made or to be made. 

In confirmation whereof, their honors aforesaid and Ian Reyerst,, 

as lessee, have signed this in the colony aforesaid, the 15th of 
February 1653. Was sif^ned : Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, the mark 
X of Jan Reycrsz., made by him with his own hand. 

This copy agrees with the ori<;inal, wliich I certify, 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

The [lease of the] farm of Jan Jiehnssen has not been renewed.^ 
The [lease of tlicj sawmills of Eldert Gcrbertse has not been 
renewed.^ 

TRANSFER OF LEIASE OF FARM FROM PIFTER WINNE TO ELDERT 

GERBERTSZ CRUYF^ 

April 10, i6S5 

Copy 

On this date underwritten, Pictcr 7vinnc, with the consent of Mr 
lolian Baptista van Rensselaer, director of the colony of Rensse- 
laerswyck, has conveyed and made over to Eldert Gerbertsz. the 
use of the farm occupied by him, Pieter Winne, to this date accord- 
ing to contract, and of which the lease runs for two years more, ex- 
piring on the first of May 1657, on the following conditions. 

Eldert Gerbertss, shall accept the aforesaid farm in its present 
condition and use as much land in connection with it as the former 
lessee; but all expenses incurred during the aforesaid time, of 
whatever nature they may be, are at the sole charge of the lessee. 

As to the house and born, which have been newly erected, the 
risk thereof is to be borne half and half ; and to avoid disputes, 
since Eldert Gerbertss. must deliver up everything in equally good 
condition as he received it, the said buildings are put down at the 
sum of 2400 guilders. As to the barracks, the charge thereof shall 
remain as before, so also the provisions about their redelivery. 

^ De Boutverye fan Jan Uclmssen biyft open. V.R.B.Mss 45, p.41: p.42 blank. 
In tbe account books among the Rtnsselaerswyck Mss, Jan Helmsz (written Helms, 
Helmttn. HetmsM, HelmeMStn and HttmielUem) is charged from May i. 1650, to Mmy 1, 
1672, with an annual rrnt nf 445 guilder* for B farm at Bethlehem, fonnerly oc- 
cupied by Jan Dircksz van Bremen. 

Mack Moohns van Btdtrt Gtrbertte Myven o^rn. V.R.B.Mn 4St 1>-43: 

p.44 blank. In the nccnnnt books amonfr the Fci\^u-lr.i-rszi'\-<-h Mss, FMcrt Gerberfsz {<» 
charged from 1654 to 1658 with an annual rent of 400 guilders for the moolens, the 
mitla. and from 1658 to 1671 with an annual rent of too gitilders for the maUn, the mitt, 
V. ft. B. Mss 4S. P.45. 
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As to the grain which the lessee leaves on the field the last year, 
the next lessee must take it over from hiiu according to the ap- 
praisal of impartial persons. 

Eldert Gcrhcrtsz. shall at the end of the term return as many ani- 
mals as Pictcr ll'initc received with the farm, that is, three full- 
grown marcs and one yearling marc (but if this mare should die, 
the lessee may make LT^od the loss by furnishing- a yearling, other- 
wise he must return her as she is"), one stallion and one gelding, 
four cows and one yearling bull. The number of animals received 
is reservefl and of the animals found in adflition to that number the 
lessee shall receive and possess one half with the provision that he 
may not transport them out of this colony's jurisdiction without pre- 
vious consent from the rulers here. 

As to the rent, Eldert Gcrbertsz, shall pay the same as the former 
lessee, to wit, 275 guilders a year in addition to the tithes and 
toepacht, payments to be made in good merchantable grain, wheat 
at 10 and oats at four guilders a mudde. 

The lessee must furnish two sufficient sureties for the fulfilment 
of these conditions, it being left to the discretion of the lessor 
whom he shall call upon for that purpose, whether the principal or 
the sureties. 

Finally, the lessee submits himself to the honorable court of this 
colony and to its laws and ordinances, promising to conduct him- 
self as an honest and obedient colonist should. In confirmation 

whereof, the contracting parties, with the approbation of the said 

Mr Rensselaer, have ratified this with their signatures, in Rens- 

selacrswyck the loth day of April 1655 ; and w'as signed: Pieter 
ll'innc. as grantor. PJdcrt Gerhcrtsz, as lessee. Below was written: 
This is approved by me, /; B: van Rensselaer. Jan Lahatjp and 
Claes Hendricxsz. Schaef offer themselves as sureties for Pldert 
Gcrberfsc. and for the fulfilment of those conditions; witness their 
signatures hereto subscribed, on the date as above written. Was 
signed : Jan J.ahat jc. 

This copy agrees with the original, which I certifv. 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

This lease contimics on the preceding conditions. 
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ADJUSTMENT OF FIRE LOSSES ON FARM OF AERT JACOBSZ AT 

BETHLEHEM^ 

September /o, 16^8 

Copy 

On the date underwritten, Mr Ian Baptista tfan Rensselaer, in 

his capacity of director of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, on the 
one side, and Acrt lacobscn, on the other side, have amicably agree«l 
and come tn an undcrstandini:: about the accident of the biimincr 
of the house, barn and barracks on tlie farm at Bethlem hereto- 
fore occupied by the aforesaid . Irrt Jacobsz?'^ It is contracted and 
agreed that the aforesaid Aert lacobss. shall pay once and for all 
for the aforesaid damage to the director or his representative the 
sum of 300 guilders in merchantable wheat at 10 guilders a mudde» 
in two instalments, one half each winter after the date hereof. 
It is further expressly stipulated and provided that the aforesaid 
Aert lacobss. shall be free to recover all his interest and claims 
•iri'^ini^ from the daniaj^e suffered l)y llie fire on the aforesaid farm, 
either at law or in frictidship or in such other manner as Acrt 
lacohsz. shall see fit from Pictcr Winnc or his partners or the 
people w ith whom he has made a contract, and hereby all claims 
which might be made on account of the said damage in the name of 
the patroon and the codirectors are declared null and void, includ- 
ing the claims of the servant Dirck de Gooyerf and said claims 
shall at no time be renewed. ^Not included in this agreement is 
the farm debt which Acrt lacobss, must pay according to his ac- 
count. Tn testimony of the truth the contracting parties have signed 
these witli their own hands under pledge according to law. Thus 
(lone and pa-^'-ed in the colonv oi" I\eu^-;elaerswyck, this lotli of 
September 1658. Was signed: /; B.'Z'cifi Rensselaer, Aert lacobsz. 
This copy agrees with the original, which T certify. 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

" p. JP. B. Ms* 45. 

"Fire occurred before Pcf». .1, 1654. Cf. Earty Records of the City and County of 
.Uhanv, trniislntt <1 by Jonaflian Pcnrson. p.-^'4. 

»^ That is, Dirck, from Gooiland; in the Renssclaersveyck Mss. Gcrcchls Rollc, 
1648 52. f.41, bis name ii given at one time as Dirck d* Gooftr and at another as 
Direk Htndricksf van Hilversom; HilTertom, or HilTeraam, being a place in Gooiland. 
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The [lease of the] farm of Cornclis Cornelissen van voorhontj^ 
[The lease of the mill power and the land of] Albert Andrkssen 
has not been renewed.** 

LEASE OF FARM, WEST OF THE CREEK OF CASTLE ISLAND AND LAST 
OCCUPIED BY JAN BARENTSZ WEMP» TO JEAN LABATIE** 

July 20, 1654 

Mr lohan Baptista vau Rensselaer , director of the colony of 
Rensselaerswyck. hcrely aj^^rees and contracts with lati Lchatjc, 
about the lease of the farm situated west of tlie creek of Castle 
Island, last occupied by Ian Barentss, Wctnp, on the following 
conditions. 

I 

First, the lessee shall have and use the farm aforesaid and its 
appurtenances like the former lessee. 

2 

As to the dwelHng house, vahted at 6<x^. tlic barn at 1100 and 
tile tliree l)arracks. exchisive of the hardware, at Cxr* cpnlders, the 
lessee must keep tliem in proper order and repair and at the ex- 
piration of the lease deliver tlieni wp with ti.cjht sides and roof«; and 
there shall be turned over and dc!i\ ered to him 100 boar<ls or so 
many tiles as may be require 1 for the roof of the dwelling house 
which the lessee mtist cover at his own expense. 

The risk of the house, bam and barracks is to be borne half and 
half, except in case of general war, when the lessor takes the entire 
charge upon himself. 

3 

The lessee -shall receive two mares, two stallions or geldings, one 
filly, three cows and one full-grown heifer, one half the increase of 
which shall belong to the lessee with the provision that he may not 

Pc Bouwrrve J^iTn Ci^rtu-Hs Ci'^rr.r'issrn 7 art ro/^rhnuf. V. R. P. M.fs 4^, p<^n; p <; I 
blank. In the account books aniont: the Rensselncrsxvyck Mss, Cornclis Cornelisz van 
Voorhout is charged from Jan. 31, 1653, to Jan. 31, 1658, with an anntial rent of tou 
gnHdert; from May t, t6$9, to May i, 1661, with an annual rent of too guilders and 
from May I, t$$i, to May t, 166S. with an annual rent of 300 jfuildcrs. 

"Albert Andritssen blyft open. V. R. B. Mss 45. P-S^: P-53 blank. In the account 
books among the Renssftaerrwyck Mss, Albert Andricss is charged from May 4, 1C52, 
to May 4. T^r ■ ^vith nn annual rent of 2SO guilders for ds Mophm kit tn 't hnt, 
the mill creek and the land. 
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remove them out of the limits and jtirisdictton of the colony afore- 
said, without special consent from the lessor or the person who 
may fill his honor's place. The number of horses and animals de- 
livered in the begititiin^ is reserved and must be returned before 
any increase can be counted and if any animals are wanting the 
lessee must return us others in their stead and complete the original 
number. Each third or fourth year there shall be a division of 
the increase, ii any. 

4 

riic lease commences at stubble time 1654 and runs till the first 
of May 1661, it being understood that the lessee shall pay 150 
guilders for the intervening period between stubble time and the 
Rrst of May and that thereafter the year shall be counted to begin 
in May. 

5 

The crops of the land found to have been seeded in the last year 
of the lease shall be turned over by the lessee to the next tenant 

upon an appraisal to be made at the end of May and the next 
tenant shall pay tithes of the grain which he takes over. 

6 

For the use of the farm the lessee shall promptly pay each year 
300 guilders, besides and in addition to the tithes, in merchantabk 
grain, wheat at 10 and oats at four guilders a mudde. 

7 

All expenses, of whatever nature they may be, are and remain 
at the charge of the lessee. 

8 

For the aforesaid conditions and the fulfilment of the same, 
the lessee, instead of furni<liin^ sureties, plcd^'cs to the lessor as 
security his house in tiic village/' near the bridge. 

9 

And during the term of the lease tlie lessor shall receive from 
the lessee as rent for the aforesaid house 200 guilders a year. 

Finally, the lessee promises to conduct himself as an honest and 
good colonist should, submitting himself to the magistrates and 
the laws of the aforesaid colony, 

*' jnde by een wooningf. 
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In testimony whereof, the contracting parties have confirmea 
'these with their signatures. Thus agreed the 20th of July 1654, 
in the aforesaid colony. Was signed : Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, 

Ian Labatje, 

This copy agrees with the original, which I certify, 

[signed] D V Hamel, Secretary. 

LEASE OF CASTLE ISLAND TO COKNELIS SEGERSZ VAN VQORHOUT** 

September 2^, 16^2 

Conielis Zegerss. promises by his signature hereto affixed that 
he will this winter promptly without delay pay to the honorable 
lohan Baptista van Rensselaer or his agent in good merchantable 
grain, as part payment of his old account, the sum of 3003 guilders, 
wheat counted at 10 guilders and the oats at four guilders a 
mudde; and in case of his failure to do so, the following contract 
shall be null and of no effect, his honor aforesaid being then free 
to rent Castle Island to whom he pleases. 

On the date underwritten the honorable Johan Baptista van 
Rensselaer, director, and the commissioners of the colony of J?. 
IVyck have a^ced and contracted with Cornells Segersen about 
the lease of the whole of Castle Island nsed by him to this day^ 
and now leased again on the following conditions. 

I 

Cornelis Scgerss. shall use and properly cultivate the aforesaid 
island as before. 

2 

The lessee shall take over the old farmhouse as his own on con- 
dition that he pay the sum of 200 guilders for it, which shall be 

« V. R. B. Mss 45. p. 57. 

*• IVrvious to 1646. Corn«lis Segcru van Voorfiout occupied one of the two fanns 

ori C'lstk- Island, for which ill 1648 he acknuwlctlged tO havr sikdoI a contract «>it 
August 25, 1643; the other farm was occupied by Adriaen van dcr Donck. In 1646 the 
farmhouse of van dcr Donck was destroyed by fire and van dcr Donck, who decided to 
leave the colony, ceded to Cornelis Scgersr the remaininK three years* lease of his 
farm tngctlicr with ci-rtnin live stock and grain: from tlint time therefore Cirnelis 
Segcrsz occupied the whole island. In 1648 and 1649 the court of the colony re- 
peatedly ordered Coriieiti Segcrsz to settle his accounts and Jan. 31, i6$o, ^he an- 
thf>ritics offered the lease of the wlinlc of Castle Island to the biRhest bidder. Ciisbcrt 
Cornclisz (probably the tavern kcei>er, from Wcesp) becoming the lessee at an annual 
rent of laio guilders. In the account boeka of the colonjr Cornelia Segerat la charged, 

li >-A < vr r, '.vifli tlic rrnt of i r n CMiIdrrs from 1650 to 165-. '^o that he appears to have 
remained in possession of the island. (See Gerechts RolU, 1648-52, f.aob, 32-jjt>, 
8o-8tb, Sab-Sjb; Ltases and Ordinameea, x6^^%z, p.%x Copij* van etnige Acttn. 
1643-48, P.49-S0; Account Book, 1642-54. £.17; among the Rotuttlaorswyck M*s.y 
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accepted in place of the [)ro visions in the former contract concern- 
ing redelivery of the said house and of the new barn. And if, at 
the expiration of the lease, the director and commissioners can 
come to a suitable agreement with the lessee on the basis of a 
proper appraisal, they shall take over the house, otherwise the 
lessee shall be free to remove it tot his own profit The barracks 
he shall deliver up as he received them. The new bam and the 
other buildings, with the exception of the old bam and the barracks 
as aforesaid, he shall deliver up with tight sides and roofs. 

3 

All expenses connected with the islan<l or the farm, of wliatevcr 
nature they may be, are and remain at the charge of the lessee, 
lie shall also during the first years spread the manure over the 
land and cut down or kill the trees that are in tiie way. 

4 

'i lKTc arc i)lace(l in tlic hands of and delivered to tlie lessee 
as many horses and animals as lie received at the very bcci^inning 
on the whole island, to wit. six mares, four stallions and nine cows, 
one half (^f the increase of which shall helonjiif to the lessee, with 
the j)r(tvision tiiat he may not sell or remove them without special 
consent from the honoral>le director and commissioners here. 
Neither shall he have the ri,L:ht to stahle any one's horses or animals 
or to lend or take away any from the farm, without special consent 

5 

The term of the lease shall be for four or six years at the 
option of the lessor and commences on the first of May 1653. 

6 

Tile lessee shall pay yearly, in addition to the tithes, the sum of 
1200 guilders in grain at the prices aforesaid, without postponing 
payment to another year. 

7 

As the lessee was to leave his farm now at stubble time and his 
lease as aforesaid commences on the first of May 1653 when he 
takes possession of the farm a,<;ain, he shall for tlie Intervening 
period pay the sum of 600 guilders in grain as aforesaid. 
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8 

At tlic expiration of his lease, the lessee must turn over the 
seeded land to the next tenant upon an ap{)raisal, the lc>see and the 
next tenant are each to pay one half of the rent, but the tithes are 
at the charg-e of the next tenant and the last winter seed shall at 
the end of May be appraised by competent persons. 

9 

The lessee must provide two sufficient sureties for the rent and 
the fulfilment of the contract 

zo 

To all that is written above Cornells Segerss. and his sureties 
pledge their respective possessions, movable and immovable, now 
owned or to be acquired hereafter, none excepted, submitting them 
to the honorable court of the aforesaid colony or wherever it may 
be convenient to the lessors. 

II 

Finally, Cornells Sci:_crsz. promises to cnndnrt himself hence- 
forth quietly, faithfully atid dilij^ently. to observe all {)rt)per laws 
as an obedient subject an<l to resj)ect and obey the honorable di- 
rector and commissioners as his lawful superiors. In confirmation 
whereof the lessee and the sureties have hereto affixed their sig- 
natures. Done as above; this Joth of September 1652. Was 
signed: Cornells Zcgers,, the mark X of Cornelis Corneliss. van 
voorhout made by him as surety with his own hand, the mark X 
of Clacs Corneliss. van voorhout, made by him as surety with his 
own hand. Below was written : Passed and signed in my presence 
and to my knowledge, Anthonio de Hooges, Secretary. 

The aforesaid contract is extended for two years to Cornelis 
segerss, provided that he provide two sufficient sureties. Witness 
our hands, this day the 12th of August 165S in Rensselaerswyck. 
Was signed: Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, Cornelis Zegersoon, 
frangois Boon as surety, this is the mark X of Seger Corneliss., 
made with his own hand as surety. Below was written: To my 
knowledge, D V Hamel, Secretary. 

This copy agrees with the original, which I certify, 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

This lease continues as above. 
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LEASE OP HORSES TO THOMAS HIGGINS, CALLED COMPEER** 

April 28, 1657 

Copy 

This day the 28th of April 1637, Ian Baptis van rensselacr on 
the part of the patroon and the codirectors, on the one side, an*i 
Thomas Higgins, commonly called Compeer on Che other side, 
have contracted and agreed in the manner following. The afore- 
said Ian Biiptis van Rensselaer leases and delivers on this date 
in the name of his masters to the aforesaid Thomas Higgins two 
horses, one mare called Hams, seven years old, one black gelding, 
about five or six years old, which aforesaid horses Thomas Higgins 
hereby acknowledges that he lias received sound and well and for 
each of which he promises to pay yearly to the aforesaid /; B: van 
h'rusSi'larr or his successor 30 ^iiiklers in ^ood merchantable 
i)eav(Ts, or wcll-wiimowcd i^rain sucli as can be traded here. The 
aforesaid Thonuis Hii^i^i'ns must return the said horses sound an<l 
in good condition at the t-xpiration of his lease. The lessee shall 
use them for six consecutive years commencing the first of May 
1657, one lialf of the increase to be to the profit of the lessee and 
the other lialf to that of tlio lessor. In case the aforesaid horses 
be lost by any mischance, wlicther by sickness and death, by being 
killed by the savages or in any other way, and there is no increase 
so that the number received can not be restored, the lessee shall 
pay 200 guilders in good beavers for the gelding and 300 guilders 
for the mare. For the fulfilment of what is above written, lacob 
Janss: Stol offers himself as surety for the lessee. Tn witness of 
the truth, the contracting parties have signed these with their own 
hands. On the day above written, in the colony of Rensselaers- 
wyck. Was signed : Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, this is tiie mark 
X of Thomas Higgcns, made with his own hand. 

This copy agrees with the original, which I certify, 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

**y,li. B. Mss 45. r-6i. 
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Agreemrat of the council of Rensselaerswyck to pay tithes to 

the West India Company^ 

July 12, 165S 

Copy 

Whereas Mr lohan La Montague, accompanied by Abraham 
starts and francois Boon, did on the loth instant serve on me, Ian 
Baptist van Rensselaer, director of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, 
the order** issued by the directors of the West India Company 
concerning tlie collection of tithes in the colony aforesaid, accom- 
panied by a letter*^ from the director general and council of New 
Netherlands In the which order issued by the directors it was firmly 

• V. R. B. liu 45i P>63. The original of this document is among the Rensselaertwyek 

Mss. 

** This order, referred to in the letter from the director general and council as an 
" extract from the letter of the directors,** was part of the letter of Dec. aa, 1657* and 

rea<ls as follows: 

" W'r hear with rrprct that the colony of Rensselaerswyck |>ersevercs in its un- 
founded contentions and can not in any way be persuaded to provide and pay the tithes 
and other taxes. As this Is onreasonahle and neither can nor majr be permitted on 
account of the cnnseqncncet, we have deemed it well tiltf yott try oner more and for 
the last time what you can do anfl, in case of nonappearance or refusal, that jrou bring 
them to compliance by means of legal execution or otherwise." 

L0*ier from th» dirtetors of tho 'Wost India Company; Chamber of 
Amsttrdam, to the director general and conncii of Now Netharland, Dec. 
22. !«<;7. .V. r. Col. yfss. 12:69. 
The letters of May 20, June 7 and June 19, 1658, make no reference to this matter 
but in that of Feb. 13, t6s9« the directors express satisfaction with the settlement made. 
*' Copy 

Honorahle. beloved, faithful: 

This letter serves to enclose an extract from the letter of the directors, from which 
you. can see what their Orders and intentions are in regard to the collection of the 
long since due tithes of the colony Rensselaerswyck, which orders we tnlen'l .mul Ii< r< l.y 
command shall, on receipt hereof, immediately be put in execution against the JCOple 
of the aforesaid colony in the following manner. 

On receipt of this letter you will send for Mr Rentsetaor or go to his bouse and 
communicate to him the extract from the letter of the directors, as well as the con* 
tents of our own. and in the best way persuade him to olx-y the hiifh orders' and 
authority; and if he is willing to comply therewith you are authorized to enter into a 
reaaonabte agreement with him concerning the amount to be paid for the ensuing year. 
But if the aforesaid Mr Rensselaer should raise objections as before and refuse to 
comply, yovi will publicly farm out these tithes to the highest bidder with ample and 
full promise to the collector that be shall be supported by us in the exercise of his 
duties; and after such farming of the tithes, you will serve notice, or cause notice to 
be ser\'ed, on the farmers of the colony that iicithrr tliry nor :\nv fnic > ■. under 
penalty of a fine of 100 guilders, shall undertake to rcntuvc any grain frt>ni tlie field 
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resolved to proceed to attachment, whereupon I requested a copy 
of tlie aforesaid resolution and replied to their honors that I must 
first communicate it to and take action upon it with our council: 
and whereas it came to pass on the 12th instant that Mr La 

Montague, having Ix-cn called to our mcctincf and requested to sus- 
pend the aforcsai<l order as \vc could not hud that according to the 
Freedoms the colony owed any tithes to the Company, in reply 
said that he C'udd not d<> otherwise than follow his instructions and 
therefore oUVred to come to an a.i:;reement with us ahout the tithes 
hut that in case of refusal he woidd proceed with the puhlic 
farming tiiereof ; tlieref(»re. we. consi lerinj^ ourselves in the hig^hest 
degree aggrieved on account of the injury to and infringement 
u|K3n our jurisdiction. ha\e un<ler due an<l seriou'^ protest agree<l. 
as we herehy do agree under protest, to pay on the first of July 
1659, as tithes on the present year's crop. 300 schepels of wheat, 
or the value thereof if in good pajrment, but before the aforesaid 
date the patroon and the codircctors come to an agreement with 
the West India Coiupany in the fatherland either by process of law 
or by way of amicable settlciuent. the present agreement shouM 
be of no effect and the stipulated tithes for this year 1658 should 
be reimbursed. 

And in case the advice through any accident happening to the 
vessels should not arrive in time, the honorable Company shall be 
paid as tithes for the year 1659, 300 schepels of wheat, on t*ic 
above conditions. Thus agreed and concluded in our council of 
the colony of Rensselaerswyck, this 12th of July 1658; present. 
Messrs fan Baptist van Rensselaer, Comelis van Nes, Tennis van 
Spitsbergen, Geerardt Szvartt, officer. D: V: Hamcl, secretary. 

This compromise in the terms above written has been agreed 
upon between the Hon. Mr Rensselaer, director of the colony of 

before \hfv !'.ur rntrrcrl info aRrrrnicnf with tlic rnllcrtor or pcrinhtri! liim to 

liather his tithes. Those who net contrary to this, you will fine, and at the first o;»|-<»r- 
tunity yoM will report to tis your experience. 

Wherewith wr Rreet yi>ii and commend you to God's protection, rcniaininf, 
Honorable, beloved, faithful. 

Your affeeHnnate frtrnds. tbc director general and council of N. Netberland. 

Done at 

Fort Amsterdam in N. Nethcrland. 
Tttly 2. 1658. 

Met I ; 1 ; i n In the foregoing letter was enclosed the foUowing note: 

Aliinsr. M(>nliit;ne 

This letter serves for your Riiidance and inform.ilion as to our opinion that you 
are not on any account to enter into any affreemrnt with Mr. Rensselaer about the 
tilh'*? for less than 400 schepels; in acmrdanoe with thi<«, yon mrist govern yOUrself. 
Done at Fort Amsterdam in N. Nctherland — on the day as above. 

Letter from the director and eounciJ of New Ketkertand to vice director 
La MontagM, July s, t6s9. Hf. Y* CdL Mtt. 9:901. 
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Rtnssclacrswyck, and myself, as commis of Vovt Orange, which 
I certify. 

Was signed: La Mo)iia<^ne, Commis at Fort Orange. 
Agrees with the original, which I certify. 

[signed] D: V: Hamel, Secretary. 

Sibout Kieweit to notary in Holland^ 

October 6, j6^p 

Monsieur Sahtt: 

After grcctinj^s, tlicsc few lines will serve to let your honor 
know that niy l)r()thor in law. feijfite Picterz. lias ^ctit over to ine 
in New Netherland a certain draft of [a document relating^ to] 
a grave*** m order to sell the same. 1 beg your honor to delay 
the said [sale] till I send a power of attorney, since by my order 
recorded in ycur protocol .of the year 163 1. in your custody, I put 
it in your hands with instructions not to sell the same. For which 
I shall consider myself greatly obliged to your honor. Vale, 

St Chrisioffcl, this 6th of October 1659. 

Your honor's willinjT servant 

[sij;nedj Sibuiil Kuivcrt 

[Endorsed] 

2990 2 8 2209 
25 8 88. 

2964 14 8 21 16 

«• V. R. B. Mss, 49- 
^Copie van ten gra§. 
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Petition of the schout, burgomaster and schepens of New Amster- 
dam to the director and council of New Netherland for the 
convocation of delegates from the several towns to consider 
the state of the province ; with the resolution on the same<^ 

October 26, 166$ 

To the honorable very worshipful 
gentlemen. Director General and 
Council of New Netherland 
Honorable very worshipful gentlemen: 

The schout, burgomaster and schepens of the city of Amsterdam 
in New Netherland most respectfully show : 

That it has pleased your honors now and then to summon to 
your honors' council cither the burgomasters alone or the entire 
body of schout, burj^nmasters and schepens. and to present to them 
the very dangerous situation ami condition of the country, both 
with regard to the dangerous war with the l)arbarou$ Esopus 
nation and their followers and the threatening advance and ap- 
proach of tlic neighbors together witii the mutiiious revolts of some 
iMiglish subject^ which have already taken place, and for the pre- 
vention of further inroads to solicit not only advice but also deeds 
and assistance, which truly arc most urgently required and neces- 
sary. However, although your honors' petitioners, both in their 
pubUc and private capacity, are inclined and also bound to serve 
your honors for the public good of the country and also in this 
particular instance with their humble counsel and limited means, 
nevertheless, considering and seeing with your honors the great 
danger and necessity of the matter, and in view of the fact that 
your honors* petitioners, though the oldest and largest body, rep- 
resent nevertheless but a part of the country and that the danger 
of the province concerns the country' as a whole, they deem it there- 
fore necessary and useful that, just as from this city, so also from 
other surrounding places and villages, especially also from the 
hamlet of hcverwyck and the colony of Rensselaerswyck, some dele- 
gates should be convened and called together, to discuss and con- 
sider, under your honors' wise direction and high authority, the 
public good of the country. &nd whereas the same can not take 
place without your honors* order and convocation, your petitioners 
request in all humility (as the ships to the fatherland are about to 

V. R. B. Aff.f «;'). marked A. Olhor c<^]\y of f1ir petition, withnnt date, in N. Y. 
Col. Mss, V. 10. part 2, p. 351-52; rcwjlulion on p.jS3 of same volume, dated: Satur- 
day. October sTth. 
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sail) that your honors would please to convene the same at the 
first opportunity, in order that there may then be determined what 
measures must be taken for the general peace, good order and 

unity. 

Which doing, your petitioners are and remain. . . Below was 
written : Your honors' subjects ready to serve, schout, burgomaster 
and schepens of the city aforesaid. Was signed: P. L. vander • 
Grist. Below was written: By order of the same; was signed, 

Joannes Ncvius, Secretary. 

In the marq^in was written as apostil : 

Althonc;-!! the director and council of New Nethcrland find tlie 
request reasonable and consider the convocation of maq'istrates 
herein mentioned necessary, they would deem it more expedient, 
owing to the imsuitable time because of the approaching winter 
and because it is hardly possible for the delegates of the colony 
of Rensselaerswyck and the village of bcvenvijck to sail down the 
river and up again before the winter, if for the present the magis- 
trates of the neighboring villages and hamlets were convened and 
if whatever might be proposed or advised by them (with the 
knowledge of the director general and council) for the good of 
the public were communicated in writing, time and opportunity 
permitting, to the courts of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, the 
villages of Beverwijck and wtliwijek and their report thereon 
heard. Done at Fort Amsterdam in New Netherland the 26th of 
October 1(563. Was signed: P: Stuifvesant Below was written: 
By order of the honorable gentlemen, director general and council 
of New Netherland. Was signed : C: V: Ruijvcn, Secretary. 
Coll. Agrees with the principal, 

[signed] Joannes Nevius, Secretary 

Delegates to the convention at New Amsterdam to Jan Baptist 
van Rensselaer and Johannes Pieterss van Bnigh» asking 
them to support the remonstrance of November a, 1663, 
before the directors of the West India Company"* 

No7'cmhcr ?. TM7 

Takinc: into rnn<;idcration your honors' large interests involved 
in the ruin and destniction of this province, in particular, your 
honors' zeal. afTectton and love for the same in general, as well as 
the ability, knowledge and capacities of your honors' persons and 
the present urgent need and dangerous situation of thb province 
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(which witliout timely remedy and prevention is in danger of 
being lost) set forth at length in the accompanying remonstrance,^ 
we have taken the liberty to ask your honors* assistance and to 
trouble you with the accompanying commission and warrant, 
trusting that your honors in view of the present critical juncture 
will take no offense thereat but rather keep a watchful eye that fhe 
things asked for in the aforesaid remonstrance may be taken to 
heart and that -we may learn here spee.lily of the greatest and most 
salutary promptness, and that your honors may exert to that end 
all imaginable and uniniai^inahle means which recoinmcnd them- 
selves to yonr lionors' skill. carnesUy promising tluil we v.ill grate- 
fully retuiid and repay ynur honors all expenses an I charges inci- 
dent thereto, not doubting but your honors will have received by 
verl)al rep«>rt i".\j)licit information of the violence recently com- 
mitted bv the iMiglish at various places of this tcrriti^ry and the 
unsucee^^ful results of the notable exertion^ made bv t!ie [director] 
general in i)er>^on at the meetin;^^ (*{ the ( ieneral C ourt at baston 
and later by emba-'sy to the special meeting at Hartford. 

The objections and pretenses otfered by the I'Jiglish are bascil 
on references to their general and unlimited patent obtaine 1 (as 
we a])prehend) during the last voyage of (iovernor witttrop to ( )U1 
ICngland, contrary to the intention of the king, and on the neglect of 
the honorab'r directors to obtain such a commission and patent 
from their High Mightinesses, the consequence of whicli, witliout 
speedy prevention, can be no other than that tiiey must let others 
mow what lias not been sowed by them; wherefore realizing the 
importance of the above, we hope that your honors will see to the 
execution of our just intention with your honors' customary dili- 
gence and that you will be blessed with a good success, which may 
the I^rd God grant us, to whose gracious protection, after cordial 
greetings, we commend your honors and remain. 

Messieurs, 

Done at Amsterdam Your honors* willing servants and aflPec- 
in' New Netherland, tionate friends, the delegates to the gemeene 
the 3d day of Nov- Landts vcrgaderingh held within this city of 
ember 1663. Amsterdam in New Netherland. 

[signed] P L von de gmt 
By order of the same, 
[signed] Joannes Nc7'ius. as secretary. 

•* Remonstraiici' fo tic ilii-ctor* of tin W' -t Tmlia f .;ni nnv, ClianiTur of Am^t. i .!.T!n, 
Nov. 3, 1663: printed in O'Callaghan, History of New Netherland, 2:491-94. and i^oc. 

ret. to Col. Hist. ft. Y. S:477-79. There b no copjr of retnomtraiice iiRoiig die 
V^m Rtnssehur Bowin Mm, 
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Delegates to the convention at New Amsterdam to the directors 
of the West India Company, Chamber of Amsterdam, stating 
that they have entrusted Jan Baptist van flensselaer and 
Johannes Pietersz van Brugh with the delivery of the re- 
monstrance of November 2, 1663^ 

November j, 1663 

Copy 

Plonorablc, very wortliy, wise, ijrudont sirs: 

The alarmiii*,^ nnd jiainiul extremity to which we. your honors' 
most Inimhle >tihieet>>. have found ourselves re(hieed already, and In- 
which we are still threateneil. have forced us to a^k your assistance 
by this (»ur huiiil)le ren.oustrauce. which f(tr the sake of safe de- 
livery we have entrusted to messieurs Jan lUiftista vnu Rcnsclaur, 
palroon of the coI'MU' of Rensselaerswyck, and Johannes Fietersz 
7'an hni<:_li, ex-schepen of the city of Amsterdam in New Ncthcr- 
iand, in order that your honors, touched with paternal compassion, 
may please to look with favor upon the preservation of your honors' 
subjects, the oppressed inhabitants of this province, and relieve 
the same by speedy measures mentioned in the aforesaid remon- 
strance, to which we hunii)ly refer in the hope of efFectnal action. 
Praying the Almighty God to take your honors into His holy pro- 
tection and to bless with His gracious spirit the resolutions which 
your honors may take for the accomplishment of the aforesaid ends, 
we sign ourselves. Below was written: 

Your honorable, very worthy, wise, pru- 
dent sirs, your most humble subjects, the 
Done at Amsterdam delegates to the Gemctte Landts vcrgade- 
in New Netherland, ringh held within the city of Amstenfam in 
the 3d of Novcm- New Netherland ; sijjned, P L vande Grist. 
ber 1663. Lower was written ; By order of the same : 

si.i;ned, Joannes Nevius, as secretary. 

Apfrees with the oriq:inal 
[sij^ned] Joannes Meviiis. Secretary. 

■> V. R. B. Mss s», marked P. 
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List of papers sent to Jan Baptist van Rensselaer and Johannes 
Pieterss van Bnigh in the name of the delegates to the 
convention at New Amsterdam** 

November lo, i66j 

List of the papers written in the name and by order of the honor- 
able delegates of the city of Amsterdam and tiie villages of Amcrs- 
ji>ort, Brcuckclcn, Midzcout, Haarlem, Uytrc</lit. Jioszcyck and Brr- 
(jcn, lying in New Netberland, in attendance at the Goficcnc Landts 
rcri^adcringli within the city aforesaid, and sent to the honorable 
duly enij)o\vcred deputies. Jan Bapt'ista Rcinsclaor, patroon of the 
colony of Rcnsselacrswyck and Johannes Pieterzen van Brugh, ex- 
schepen of this city. 

No. A Copy of the petition presented by burgomasters and schcpons 
of the city of Amsterdam in New Netberland to the 
honorable very worthy gentlemen, the director general 
and council of New Netherlands and the resolution there- 
upon. 

B Remonstrance setting forth the alarming situation of this 
province. 

C Letter from the delegates of the aforesaid city and villages. 

D Copy of the letter to the honorable directors. 

E Commission of Messrs Jan Baptista Renselaar and Joannes 

Pietersen van BrugK 
F Letter from the burgomasters and schepens of the city of 
Amsterdam in New Netberland. 
Done at Amsterdam in New Netherlands the loth of November 
1663. 

[signed] Joannes Nevius, Secretary. 
[Emlorscd] List of the accompanying papers and writings. 



^y.R.B.Mss sj. 
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Burgomuters and schepens of New Amsterdam to Jan Baptist 
van Rensselaer and J<4iannes Pietersz van Bmgh, urging 
them to exert themselves in the interests of the provinceB*^ 

November lo, J&63 

To Messrs Jan Baptista Renselaer 
and' 

Johannes Pieters: van B rug It 

The loth of November 1663, in Amsterdam, in New Netherland 
Worthy, wise, prudent and very discreet gentlemen and well af- 
fectionate good friends. Greeting. 

While the accompanying documents and papers will acquaint your 
honors with the sad and very distressing situation of this province, 
whose flourishing condition concerns your honors and every inhabit- 
ant of the same to the highest degree, we have in addition thought 
it necessary to communicate this situation to your honors with the 
earnest request to exert yourself in the matter which we commend 
most urgently to your honors. As to the costs and the expenses of 
promoting this important work, the secretary, Comelis van Ruijuen, 
has pledged himself to the sum of 400 guilders money of Holland, 
which to that end will be paid to the honorable Company. The 
honorable director general of New Netherland lias also promised 
to write about the matter to the honorable Jan baptista Renselaer, 
so that we do not doubt but your honors will be reimbursed with 
thanks. Meanwhile, we are and remain after cordial greetings, 

Sirs, Your honors' obliging and affectionate friends, the burgo- 
masters and schepens of the city aforesaid. 

[signed] P L van de grist 

By order of tlie same, 

[signed] Joannes Nevius, Secretary 

•• V. R. B. Mtt 54, marked F. 
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Insurance policy on the ship Het Gekruijste Hart, issued to Jan 

Baptist van Rensselaer*^ 

April 1665 

CUin Segel, 

6 St 

[signed] Schaep 

We, the underwritten, promise and bind ourselves to insure, and 
hereby do insure, you Jan Bapt^. van Rensclaer, merchant in this 
city, or any one else interested in the whole or part, nothing ex- 
cepted, to wit, each of us for the sum here underwritten by him, 
from Manahatans in New Netherland and parts circumjacent thereto 
to this city of Amsterdam, the risk to begin from the hour and 
day that the ship lifts her anchor at Manahatans to sail hither, with 
permission to enter port and sail to any place at the skipper's pleas- 
ure, ivith or without the knowledge of the insured or the super- 
cargo, and this on all goods and merchandise perishable or im- 
f^crishable, none cvccf'tcd, already loaded or still to be loaded in 
the sltif" hereafter named, as 7ee!l as 011 the hull or body of the ves- 
sel, :ehieh (,\ni preserve, with her cannon, ammunition, equipment 
and appurtenances thereof, belunj^ing^ to the insured aforesaid or to 
iuiy one else, the ship being named 7 i^ekndjste hart''' of about 
lasts burden, havini; as skipper Sieieert Direkssz or 
whoever may sail in hi> stead skipjiLT or skippers, also on the 
ship's stores, zeith the condition that the insured may insure hint- 
self for the full value, zifithout bein<^ obliged to risk a third or tenth 
or evett a single stiller himself, li e deliberately waive the insur- 
ance ordinances of this city and ail other Unvs and ordinances in so 
far as they are contrary to the contents of this [policy] and promise 
in good faith and honesty in case of damage {which God forbid) to 
except nothing nor to claim any interest much less to require or 
exact accounts or other docutnents, but in all questions to accept the 
simple statement of the insured or the holder of this policy and 
zvithin one month after the abandonment to pay truly and promptly 
the sums subscribed by us, without any deduction, in full, without 
urging of the chamber of insurance aforesaid. And in case of dis- 
pute or average we submit ourselves to two or three referees to be 

'■'^ V . R. B. Mss 55. Printed blank, 40x31.3 cm. following the form suggested by the 
Court of Amsterdam, Jan. 31, 1598; Groot Placaet Boeck, 1:856. To distinguish the 
printed from (hr written parti, the written parts are printed in italica. 

''Tbe Crossed Heart. 
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chosen by the insured or holder of this policy and promise promptly 
to comply with and satisfy their decision, in good faith, whether the 
news received be good or bad. 

The risk, peril and adventure whereof,' we hereby 
the"city**' agree to take upon ourselves, from the hour and clay 
stei^^]. ^ above and to continue till the aforesaid ship wstli the 
cannon, ammunition, c(|uipment and appurtenances 
thereof shall have arrived and been unloaded at the place above 
named, the aforesaid ship zmth her appurtenances and carpo being 
free to sail back and forth, to turn and change her course to the 
riglit, to the left and to all sides, and in case of need or desire to 
enter all such ports and roatlsteads as the skipper or skippers shall 
please, W'c al^(» insure ynii a.nain>t all i)eriis of the sea. storm, tire 
anil wind, aL,^'lin^t friends and enemies, against arrests and detentions 
by kings, queens, princes, lords and communities, against letters of 
niartpie anfl reprisal, knavery and carelessness of skippers and crew, 
and all other perils an 1 adventure^ \vhi:h the aforoaid slii]) with 
Iter appurtenances and carina may in any wise encounter, whether 
premeditated or unpremeditated, ordinary or extraordinary, none 
excepted. ])Utting ourselves in all such cases in your stead to guard 
you against all loss and damage ; so also if anything else should hap- 
pen to the ship with Iter appurtenances and cargo (which may Goil 
prevent), we bind ourselves hereby to pay to you, the insured, or 
to your supercargo, all the damage which you may sustain, to 
wit, each of us according to the amount subscribed by him, the 
first underwriter with the last, and this within three months next 
succeeding the time when we shall have been properly advised of 
the loss or damage ; and in all such cases we give you, the insured, 
and all others full power to help in saving and protecting the afore- 
said ship with her appurtenances, whether it be to our loss or profit, 
and to furnish the same with whatever it may need; also to sell 
the same and to distribute the money if the circumstances so require, 
without our consent or permission. We will also pay the expenses 
thereby incurred and the damage suffered, whether anything be 
saved or not, and for the expenses of the same credence shall be 
given to the person who incurred them, on his oath, without any 
objection being raised. We also agree that the insured (as he hereby 
promises) shall pay us an insurance premium of <?o per cent, of 
the amount insured in ready money,'^^ without discount, and to re- 

Ml prrrJi' cr'.fr. TriifiaM nf tliis rxfii < s-idii, tlic form printed in Croat Placact 
Bocck, 1:856, has oier drxe eerst volgende Maenden, after Uiree months next ensuing. 
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frain from all prolixity, \vc hold this insurance policy of the same 
force as if it had been drawn up and approved by the schepens and 
equally binding as if all the clauses therein mentioned were put in 
the best form imaginable, to your profit and our loss. All without 
guile or deceit and according to the ordinance of the Chamber of 
Insurance of the city of Amsterdam, submitting ourselves on both 
sides to the laws, usage and judicature of the said Qiamber and 
binding therefor our persons and estates present and future, re- 
nouncing as men of honor all cavil and exceptions which might 
be made against this. 

Thus done at Amsterdam, this TiBth of April 1665. The risk to be 
for two thirds on the ship aforesaid and for one third on the cargo. 

I Siil>scribedJ 

1750: — I, Jsaac tic Bra. agree to this insurance, which God protect, 
for seven hundred and fifty guilders. Date as above. 
^75^'- — Kobcrt dc vicq, agree to this insurance, which God pro- 
tect, for seven hundred and fifty guilders. This day the 29th, 
ditto. 

[Endorsed] Hon. Rcnsclacr. Policy for fisoo — part on the 
hull of the ship 7 Lickniijstc Ilardi and J/j part on (joods loaded in 
said ship. 

Jan Hendricksz van Gunst to B. Coomhart, notary at Amster> 

dam^ 

May IS, 1671 

Mr Coomhart, kind friend, greeting. 

Your letter dated the I2th of July 1669 was duly 
handed to me by the bearer of this, which will further 
serve to transmit the enclosed power of attorney made 
out to you and respectfully to request that you will be 
pleased to make it effective according to its contents 
and to send me the results thereof. As to the money 
from my uncle Jan Minnekes which you trust I must 
have received, I have never found out who is supposed 
to have drawn it on my behalf and transmitted it to me. 
I request you therefore to demand it once more ac- 
cording to the power of attorney and to give an ac- 



(O 
Jan Cunst 
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to inquire 

after the wife 
or bcirs of 
jan gtrritMS, 
glazier 

has a» security 
the foUowins 
articles 



Jmff. AclHt 
Martchat, itin- 
keeper't tigh- 
ter, lived in 
St Anna vs: 



To inqtiirc of 
Juff. ytrkoeven 
in the vfat 
huys where 
Juff Marsehat 
livet 



count thereof in due form. It might be that one Ian 

i^irrits, jjlazier, deceased, who lived on the Hccre 
(irth ht in Anisf cnlani. has received some of it. In 
that case, lie should have informed me of it, for as 
security for my debt to him I left in his hands as a 
pledge, a silver girdle with key ring, two silver chains, 
two silver-handh'd knives, four silver spoons, three 
gold rings, a Bible with silver mountings and a chain, 
also twelve napkins and two table cloths ; these, or the 
value thereof, must then be returned; please to in- 
quire into this also. I shall consider it a favor if 
you will i>lL'ase send glass for the money you may re- 
ceive and retain for yourself what is tlue to you for 
your fees and trouble. Aside from the lOO guilders, 
there is due to me from aeltje marchal, on account 
of house rent paid to Mr Sille, the sum of 20 guil- 
ders^ and also 1 1 guilders [paid] to Egbert van Bor- 
sum, the last two amounts in seawan, ordinarily reck- 
oned here at four to one in money of Holland, so that 
she ought to be ashamed of herself for having denied 
this. Please do not spare her, but in case of unwil- 
lingness constrain her thereto by force of law. Trust- 
ing the matter to you, I shall in return not fail to do 
you such service as I can ; with best wishes I com- 
mend you to God, and remain, 

Your affectionate friend, 




1^ 



New York, tlie I5tli of May 1671. 



Power of attorney from Jan Hendricksz van Gunst, glazier at 
New York» to B. Coomhart, notary at Amsterdam, to collect 
money from Aeltje Marchal and others^ 

May 75, 16/1 

.\pj)carcd before nu-, IVillem Boj^aniKs, notary public residing in 
New York and admitted l»y the honorable and worthy Francis Louc- 
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lace, on the part of His Royal Highness, James, Duke of York, 
Governor General of all his territories in America, and before the 
hereafter named witnesses, Ian HendHrickss Van Gunst, glazier within 
this city, who declared that he had constituted and fully empowered, 
as he hereby does constitute and cmixiwer S^. B: Coomhart, notary 
at Amsterdam, to demand, procure and receive in the name and be- 
half of the principal: 

1 From the honorable conuuissioncrs of insolvent estates at 
Amsterdam such moneys in the possession of the said chamber of 
insolvent estates as Juwe de:'(^!7'ed upon the principal by succession 
and inheritance through the death of Ian Miiinekes Van Gunst, his 
uncle ofi his mother's side,^^ who when alive w as a resident of Am- 
sterdam aforesaid ; and to acknowledge receipt of the same and give 
security against future claims. 

2 Al<o, from Aeltje Marchals. widow of Evert Marchall de- 
ceased, the sum of lOo Carolus guilders, according to the original 
note of hand signed by her the 28th of Jul^ 1662 at the manhaians, 
hereunto annexed. 

3 Also, froni Juffw. Houthuysen dwelling in the gecroonde 
Stockvis^ on wannoes street in Amsterdam, or in case of her de- 
cease, from her heirs or executors or administrators of her estate, 
the sum of 77 guilders, 13 stivers, 12 pence, earned wages,^ ac- 
cording to the account hereto likewise annexed.* Also to acknowl- 
edge receipt of the same and if need be to give security against 
future daims. 

Also, in case of unwillingness to pay, to act in the matter and 

brinix or defend suit before all proper courts, justices, laws and 
juris(h'cti<)ns. cither a-^ [)laintitT or dctVndant. to see and hear sen- 
tence or sentences pmiiouiKcd, to cau*^e thorn to he executed or to 
move appeal or niodificatinn thereof, to prosecute the matter of 
appeal or modification as well as to renounce the same, and all this 
with such ahsolute warrant, power and authority as the principal 
could or mi.L,du have if he were present himself, promising under 
the bond of law to keep inviolate and to cause to be kept inviolate 
whatever may be done or performed in the matter aforesaid by his 
representative; the representative being obliged under like bond of 

•* Underlined in original. 
■* Underlined in erifdnal. 

Tlir (Int*" is Rivrn in the note of hand as June: see below. 

Crowned Stockfislt. 
** Underlined in original. 

• This account ii not among the Van Rtnstelatr Bowier Msg. 
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law to render proper accounts, proof and returns. Thus done and 
passed in New York, the 15th of May 1671. in the presence of 
Messrs Hcndrick Van.Dijck, Hans Kicrstccdc and IVillem tw/t 
Vredenhurgh as Avitnc^scs hereunto invited, who have also signed 
the original minute, with the principal and niv sdf, the notary. 

Which I certify, 
[signed] W, Bogardus, Not. Pub. 

[Endorsed] From van gunst, 

out of New Netherland. 
Sent by Captain Black, skipper, 4 Dec. 1671, 
to take to New York. 

Note of hand of Aeltje Marchal to Jan Hendricksz van Gunst''^ 

(Annexed to the above) 

In the menadus,^"' the 28th of June 166.? 
I, the underwritten, acknowledge that I atn truly indebted to Jan 
hcndcrixsc rati piiytist or the hearer of thi^, for the sum of one 
hundred Carolus guilders, which I owe him for board received dur- 
ing two winters, to wit, in the year i(i(n and in the year i(^y(')2, wiiich 
I will honestly pay him as I received it while my husband was to 
verginy, I say 100 guilders. 

aeltie Mareschacl 

This I have written with my own hand. 
[Endorsed] 
On harte street, under the - - - [ ?] 

Account and invoice of the ship de Wittc Kloodt^ 

July 6, 1671 

167 1, in Amsterdam 

Account and invoice of the ship, dc icittc kloodt,^ skipper dirck 

muysscn lloouiuch, and of its lading and equipment, which said 
ship sailed on the 6th of July for tlie account of Messrs Jacob 7«« 
aldcni'crrlt, }fatthys ten hrocck, J an hnf'tist z\in F^rnssrJncr. \pi]e- 
tcr i-an zvcrikhooucii and . the! dc n'olff. each one liftli j)art, to which 
may tlic Lord God please to grant his blessing. Amen. 

•« V. R. B, Mm $9. 
" ^t,^nhattan9. 
• F. R. B. Mss 56. 
•The White Globe. 
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7 boxes marked with the letter A in 
which are 

32 pieces of say at 3ij/j guilders fioo8 
36 pieces ditto at 34'/^ guilders 1242 
9 pieces ditto at 35}^^ guilders 319 10 
61 pieces ditto at 35 guilders 2135 
2 pieces ditto at 34 guilders 68 
for hauling, lightering and un- 
loading 17 10 



£4790 £4790 



30 boxes marked with the letter P. in 
which are 

700 gims at 3i V^> guilders £2450 
yoo muskets at 63 stivers 2205 
600 carbines at 53 stivers ^59^ 

to the skipper 3 3 



£6248 3 

I ^ off 62 10 



received from daiiicl Ic fcbnrc £6185 13 f6i85 13 

16 small boxes marked with the letter C 
. in which are 
1032 bed sheets at 27 st ^^303 4 



received from s*" matthys ten 

brocck £1393 4 fi393 4 
I box marked with the letter D 

50 small anabasse"^" bhnkets at 24 st f 60 

50 large anabasse blankets at 4^ st 120 

50 small worsted nigs at 18 st 45 



7 small packages of yellow anilx^r 
which are specified below 
received from matthys ten 

broccke {22^ {22$ 



^ Anabas>:r is a coarse blanketing made in the Netherlands and Normandy and still 
used in the African trade. 
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I cask marked with the letter E 
141 lb yellow amber from 

eliyas at 3^ st £253 16 ^ 



off 2 10 



300 bunches*^ of small coral 

at 19 St f285 

iji off 2 17 



f25i 6 



f282 3 

62 bunches of small coral 
from dyonys baeilly 
at 16 St 49 12 



f583 I ^583 I 



I keg, letter F, containing 
50 lb white tassels^* at io.'4 st £26 5 

off 0 10 



£25 15 

for the cask o 16 



from gerret bessels {26 11 {26 11 



total f 1 3203 9 

brout,'lit forward from prccetl- 
ingpage £13203 9 

4 small boxes, letter G, with 
50 mengeP^ pitchers i 164^ lb pewter 
20- pint pitchers f at 51 guilders £83 18 
for making the pitchers 20 

n Mas; from Italian mauo, a bunch of assorted corals consisting of s definite 
number of ilringi. 

" quispelt; the ordinmnr meaning of this word is ai given above but it« sense here 
is obscure. 

^mtngtl; a liquid measure, approximately i.as quarts. 
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123 bowls weighing 169 lb at 56 
guilders 



i^off 



from the widow of pictcr borscdt 
12 small boxes, letter II 
688 dozen knives and as many sheathes 
at I4>4 St 

1% off 



from Jan mom 
I cask, letter J 

48 pivots at 66 guilders, 200 lb 



94 13 



£198 II 
3 



£196 II £196 II 



£498 16 
5 



£493 16 £493 16 



£132 



I cask, letter K 

55 paik weighing 202 lb at 74 guilders f 149 9 

18 small casks, letter L 
22910 bracelets weighing 7046 lb at 

49 guilders ^345^ 10 



2^ off 



for the casks, etc. 



f3733 19 
74 14 

£3650 5 
29 17 



from Jan gerrctss de Jonge 



£3689 2 £3689 2 



1000 bars of ballast^* iron weighing 

29938 lb at 7J4 guilders f2i70 10 

i^off 21 14 



from s'' Jacob van alderwerelt f2i48 16 f2i48 16 



»* voyagie. 
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25 ankers^^ of brandy at 18 guilders £450 

for the casks and expenses 27 1 1 8 



from Jacob van alderwerelt i^jj 118 £477 ii 8 

40 kegs containing looo lb powder at 

29 guilders £290 
for the kegs and expenses ^ 6 



from ^ Jacob van MerwereU £316 6 £3x6 6 
3 boxes, letter A 

60 pieces of say at 35 guilders f2ioo 



from abraham RooUeuw f2ioo £2100 

for convoy fees and chai^^^* paid by 

^ alderwerelt f 102 
for convoy fees and charges paid by 

Rensselaer 645 9 

for boxes, chests and bringing on board f236 



£983 9 f983 9 



total £23609 o S 

To Mr wilhelm ysbrandtsen for the hull of the pin- 
nace, 85 feet long, 21 feet wide, 20 feet deep, the 
dedc about 5 feet, according to the specifications 

and orders to the carpenter and paid therefor f 5000 

to comclis schaagcn and jan keyser, sail makers, for 

two sets of new sails according to bill IJ49 18 

to jan "icittcboll for 12179 '"^P^ ^^'^'^ some lines 

according to bill 2058 15 

to the widow of niknlccs insch for 10 pieces of can- 
non with the testing of the same according to bill 722 6 

to hariiirn strciibcry^oi , coppersmith, for kettles, pots, 
pans and other copper ware for the ship according 
to bill 195 

^cnker; a liquid measure of about ten gallons. 
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to arent hcndricxzcn, wuudcai vcr, for carving 


70 


10 


to ian aiit'iwnisscn for uaiiitini>; tlie ship inside and 






outside 


7S 


II 


to lysbct cornelis for beer consumed during the car- 






pentering and sheatliing 


76 




to matthcus cooiractscn, plumber, for some lead and 






balls according to bill 


69 


18 8 


to furnishing various kinds of materials used in 






sheathing the ship according to bill 


413 


5 


to willetn ysbrantsen for wages of the men in sheath- 






tag the ship 

* 


279 




to comeiis bruynnccl for flags, compasses and lanterns 






according to bill 




6 


to jan Jillesen for 6 anchors costing according to bill 


377 




to the smith for bolts, bands, hoops and other iron 






ware according to bill 


203 


5 


to luycas claassen, mast maker, for the round timber 


154 


10 


to dirck fransen for a new boat 
• 


85 




to dirck symonsen gordt for lo gun carriages with 






accessories 


66 


8 


to hendrick abelsen for wainscotting the cabin and 






accessories 


103 




to jan claessen muyshondt for i88 boards for the 






sheathing 


129 


14 


to cornelis cornelisz, block maker, for blocks, etc. 


140 


12 


to s' jacob van alderi^'crtlt for 400 lb powder 


116 




to dirck mnysscn liooiiincli for IcxmI cunsunicil in 






jL^^oing to sardain and for freight 


174 


II 


paid for caulking uf the sliip 


40 




for measnrini^ the ship and tax bill 


17 


12 


to dirc/c ijuiysscn Iwoiiincli for provi.^ions bought by 






him, porters' wages, freight on the cordage, tow- 






ing of the ship and other sundries 




17 


for three figures carved (m the stern of the ship 


17 


II 


.to daniel le fcburc for 8 muskets, 6 pistols, 10 broad- 






swords, 6 pikes, 2 muskets and a pair of pocket 






pistols 


8x 


19 


to pieter zvitsen for pewter in the cabin 


29 


10 



• r 



total '1248D 17 8 
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to tlic widow of coriielis dc vrics for 40,000 ballast 

to dirck iiiuysscii hooniuch for one month's wages iti 

hand paid and for his journey to the Texel 
to s ahicriK'crcll for 7 barrels of pork at 27 guilders 
to s aldenvcrclt for 20 bajj^s of barley at 3^ guilders 

£75; for the barrels for the barley fii 
for 56 lb caraway cheese 

for 4 earthen pitchers, i wcKxlen funnel, i clock, some 

earthen pots and soap 
to marya vandcr vinct for 3 ankers train oil 
to saerticn huys for 3 barrels of salt 
to ellard de wcer for 2000 lb stockfish 
for 12 iron and 18 bundles of wooilen hoops 
to hendrkk gcrretscn for f) casks for dry wares 
to arcnt bitf stuck for 44 lb cheese, 3 lb wicks, 121 lb 

tallow and 64 lb lard 
to cornclis Radt for 3 l)arrels of olive oil and spices 
to jrciicrick broccJi for 1 case of distilled liquors 
to Rcycr JiuoIkwii for 372S II) hardtack 
to kliics liooiiinch for 12 bags of gray and 12 bags of 

white peas 

to clacs gerrctdtscn bluu7cf>(>(it for 4 firkins of butter 
to Jan van crayepocl for 5 barrels of tar, i barrel pitch 
for 53 loaves of soft bread 

to gerret ticrcxsen, cooper, for 18 brandy casks with 
iron hoops 

to cornelis and Jan bykcrck for 25 spars and 50 sawed 
boards 

to gerret n,)pi>i'n for 12 brandy casks, with 34 barrels 
of ship*s beer and 4 ke^>> of good beer, with the 
casks and hoops 204 

to jail I'iclcrscn for 10 fathoms of firewood and 12 

straps 71 16 

to ^Iri-iit h'uick for 4 half hoL;>lieads i>f 

vinegar, two ea>k> Spanish wine. 4 casks French 
w ine. S ankers of coi^nac brandy with the casks 329 

to hemhick Roodt for io(j sweet milk cheeses, various 
sorts of nails, gunner's and cook's supplies and 
rosin . 339 15 

51 



f 172 


6 


409 


II 


189 




86 




5 


12 


16 


16 


22 




10 


10 


150 


10 




4 


12 




53 




112 


1 1 


27 


12 


207 




00 


4 


75 


15 


64 




9 


18 


84 




. 54 
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to philip allerdinck for 1040 lb bacon, 3 hams and 2 
pieces of smoked beef with 6 tongues 

to lighter charges for the stores, porterage and 6 
cartridge pouches 

to dirck wuysscn Itoottincli for ship's money 

to I onccnaar, some clicosc. bread aiul butter 

to 15 small cmi)ty niercbandi^e boxes 

to various uieetius^s at saiduin well as here, with 
sundry expenses 



28 18 
126 

21 18 8 

28 10 

136 



total 



£3428 18 8 



the nierchaii(Hse loaded in the ship d' zvitte kloot 



aiuountuig to 



the ship with its equipment 

the stores for the intended voyage 

for cash kept in case anything should have been 

for|(otten 
for our commission at i 

for tavern expenses at the settling of this account 



total 



23609 o 8 
12480 17 8 
3428 18 8 

76 

395 38 
10 



£40000 



Specification of what I have paid on account of the 
ship de witie kloot, which must be brought under the 
head of expenses. 

1671 

i<> January, fnr a niceliui; at the A' here loijim^"* 
jf) ditto, for a tm-ctini,' at the dracck'^'^ 
2i) ditto, for a journey to siirdiun the 6 of us 
12 February, for a mcctiuj^ at the brackc gront"^ 

7 Marcii. for a journey to s irdam, the 6 of us 
26 May, for a nieetiui; at the A' Jwrc loi^im* 

4 June, for a nieetini; at I'andcr cist doclcn 

8 ditto, for earnest money to vaude ringen 

18 ditto, for transportation of 30 boxes 

19 ditto, for transportation of 8 large and 16 small 

boxes and 2 small casks 



f 4 


I 


£ 4 


6 


f \h 


16 


f 6 


6 


f 16 


II 8 


f 5 




* 7 


13 


f I 


4 


£248 


17 4 


fi65 


12 4 



^ Nituw Here lotiimcnt; Niw (iciiilciiu-irs lli>t(-l. 

*" Dragon. 

** Brackish Ground. 
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23 ditto, for transportation of 16 small boxes 

26 ditto, for a farewell dinner at the kluijvcnirs 

doclcn,^^ etc. 

27 ditto, for transj)<)rtation of 3 boxes 

1 July, for 2 nu'etinj^^> at the (jouwdc Iccitw.'^ etc. 

2 ditto, for transportation and other exjienscs of 18 

sniall and 2 larger casks, together 



total 



803 

f 31 18 4 

f 26 14 8 
f 32 — 4 
f 7 10 

iiGj 2 4 



continued 



f74i 



tH2 



to M"^ WUletn ijsbrantse, 4 entries 
to / 2 entries 



also, to your brother at sardam 



to danici lefehure 



above amount 



commission 



balance still due 



£1264 2 

£3689 2 

U953 4 

31 10 

£4984 14 

213+ r3 

f7ii9 7 

741 I 

f786o 8 

f 79 o 8 

f7()3f) S S 

r> i Ti s 

f 8000 



Brant Schuyler to Kiliaen van Rensselaer^ 

December jo, i6q6 

In New York. 30 Dec. 1696 

Dear sir and friend : 
Yours o£ the 20th of November, I received with pleasure and in 

Kloveniers doelcn; Arqticbusicrs' (•uii<i lioiise. 
" Tioldcn Lion. 

"So in flu* oriRinal but the addition is iticf.rr«'< ♦ ; tlic jiatroon reckons the duil at 
1/16 of a stiver and at this rate the total should be £741 12 4. 
•* y. R. B. Mmm 60, 
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liealtli ; Gotl grant tliat wr may l)«»th loii.H' he l)le^so<r therewith. I 
am sorry for your sake that tlie lleet waits so loii^ before beginning 
its return voyage to the fatherlati'l. 1 wish tiiat you had remained 
here till the end of la-bruary or tlie beginning of .March, as your 
company would have been very agreeable to me. i doubt n<n but 
you would then have found transportation from here to Maryland 
or Virginia by water. 1 imagine that the tine seems long to you 
because you have or can make few acquaintances there owing to 
the fact that the people live so far apart At your request I have 
given your compliments to our friends, who thank you and send 
theirs through me. Be kind enough not to foi^et. upon your safe 
arrival, to send us a statement of our Holland accoimts. including 
the interest, in order that we may settle our accounts, with cousin 
Rcttsclaer, Our frien<ls here and in Albany are still well ; where- 
with ending, with hearty greetings from myself and my wife to 
you and my neighbor %*an dam and best wishes for a ha])})} and 
blessed New Year and a safe journey, I remain, 

Your obHging friend and servant, 

[signed] Brandt Schuijler 

[Addressed] 

To Mr Kylicjacn J 'an Ncnsclacr 
Per Mr Antcll \'irginia 

[Seal bcariuL,'^ a falicn. ilitTerincj from the u^ual Scliuylor arm*; 
in tliat the falenn tunu'(l to the sinister, is not hot)ded and not 
perched on the arm of the falconer. Crest: a star.] 
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1630-1658 

This livt gives a concise recoH of the arrival and nccu(iation of fscttlrrs in the 
c«}lony, from the date of its founding to the end of the administration of Jan ISaptist 
\an Renssclnrr. in so far as snoli rt-cord appears in the I'nn Kcnsselacr Bowicr Man*' 
Stripts and the Hcnssclitcrsx^Xi k Munuscripts. A* to the first of these sources, the 
statements have been limited to leading facts and the reader is referred for further 
information to the preceding pages of the present volume. As to the second source, 
a careful examination has been made of ledger accounts with colonists, 1634-77. ij v.; 
accounts of Jeremias van Kensietaer, i6s4-S9, t v.; court proceedings. i64H-s^, i v.; 
1 1 solutions of the commissioners of the colony, 165J-64, i v.; leases and contracts, 
it.jS 5^, I v.; cIcciK, jMjwcrs of attorney, etc., i66f>-65, i v.; and a considerable 
nninlier of niiscell.'iiu-< >ii> pa|i«'rs. 'I'oKcthcr. thc-^c include priictically everything of 
ci>n>ei|nenct- that has hcfti jtresiTNcd of tlu- early reeorii> nf the culuny. and tlie iiifor- 
niali"ii loiilauieil tlieicin has ))een ^Ivcn as fully an<l <lelniilcly as jMissiblc. 

The ar rani;iriient i;. ali'lialutieal under (lie date of arrival witen known, (itherwisr 
U'lder the date ><{ the tir^t entry in the accounts. I'ains h.ivo h«'cn takt ti i.i indicate 
vaTiiius foriiis nanies and aUo to locate the I'laces from which settler.^ canic. To 
eiii|<ha>i/e that the proper name i recedeii hy -.an was a place name and not a fannly 
lianie, the word :ti»i has hern translated fr^'tu in all ca^es whore the entries in the records 
nia<le it certain that snch \sas the case: in na'tus. such as : mi I'fchtcn and van 
I'o.n h"ul whicil are constantly used h\ different members of the family ami where 
tber> ii i.rht he some douhl as tO wlietln r they referred to the actual place of origin 
or had already become family names before the persons using them left Holland, it has 
seemed advisable to retain the ran. Names marked with an * are those of people 
who entrretl into contracts with the patroon, but for one reason or another did not 
come to tlic colony. 

1630 

Hy dc Ecndracht 

Sailed from the Tcxd^ Alan h 21, 1630; arrived at New Amsterdam, 

May 24, 1630 

Claes Claesz, from Vlecker [Fleckero, an island off the south coast 

of Xcrwiiyl; .'..tiled with Roelof Jansz in 1630 and sitv(.<1 as farm hand 
on <lc Lact8 liurg. His name does not appear in the records of the colony 
afl«T }C\i\ 

Wolfcrt Gerritsz, fr<tm .Nnursfoort; 1 •ccasirnially referred t<> as Wolfrrl 
(it'iritsc ran Conwiiihoiwu, C<»u\vcnI»ovi ii h -ing a farm (»r estate about four 
miles northwest of Atnersfoort, in the province of Utrecht. He was en- 
gaged hy the patroon in Jan. 1630 to superintend the estahlishment of 
farms in the colony and to purchase cattle. He was to serve for four 
(.irs. each year from .April t" Xn\etn1ter. h\\\ at his request was released 
by tic patroi-ii i'l i^>J.?. ife lixed at tlie Maidiatan*. 

Jacob Goyversen (Goyverttscn), from Vlecker [llcckero, Norway]; 
saile«l willi Roelof Jan>i/. in 1630. 

Pteter Hendricksz, from Soest, [presumably the village of that name 
in the province of Utrecht, hut possihiy the city of Sncst in Westphalia] ; 
was engaged in 1630 as a shepherd or plow hoy, for the term of four 
years, at fi5 a year. He served under Rutgcr Hcndricksz and probably left 

till' C'dniiy ill 1634. 

Rutger Hendricksz, from S<>esi; w.is eiigagcd iti i'>.in. f(»r f<»(ir ye.irs. 
:it ffjo .'i ye.ir. and in i(\\2 appears as f.irmer "H Keiis-. l.ui s I'liirv;. oil 
Castle Island. lie was appointed schoiit in but probably never quali- 

fied and seems to have left the colony in I6,^. 
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Barent (Beerent) Jansx; given in one list as from Desens, and in an- 
other as from Esen, neither of which place names can be definitely indent!- 
fied.. He sailed in 1630 as farm servant to Brant Peelen. His name does 

not appear in the records of the colony after 1634. 

V Roelof Jansz, from Masterland [Marstrand, on the coast of Sweden]; 
sailed in 1630 with his wife Annctje Jans, his daughters Sara and 
Trijntje atul another child horn hefore in New Ncthcrland. He was 
fanner on de Laets Burg and was appointed schei)cn July i, 1632. He prob- 
ably left the colony in 1634. 

Soger (Zeegcr) Janas, from Nykerck, [province of Gelderland]; sailed 
in 1630 and served as farm hand under Ratger Hendricksz, on Rcnsselaers 
Burg. Oct. 3, 1636, he is referred to as having been drowned. 

Brant Peelen, from Xykcrck, [province of Gelderland]; was engaped 
as farmer in Jan. 1630, for the term of four years, at watrc; of fiio a year, 
and in 1632 was appointed schcpen. He was married twice, first to Luh- 
bertje Woutcrs, by whom he had three children, Lysbeth Brants, Geert 
Brants and Gerritje Brants and secondly, at New Amsterdam, July 3, 1643, to 
Marritje Pieters, widow of Qaes Sybrantsz, who had two children, Sybrant 
Qaesz and Aeltjc Gaes. Lyshitli and Gerritje Brants came to the colony 
by den Water hondt in 1640. One of them married Claes Jansz Calff. Brant 

, Peelen died before May i, 16.14, wlion Cornelis Scpersz van Voorhout suc- 
ceeded him on his farm, called Welys Burg, on Castle Island. 

1631 

By dc P.cndracht 
SaUcd from the Texel shortly after July 7, 1631 

Marintia Adriaeats (Iffarijn Adriaenss, Maryn Adriaensen; Maria 
Adriaensc, Marinus Ariaens), from Veere, [\n the province of Zealand]; 

entered into a contract with Kiliaen van Rensselaer, Jan. 12, 1631, to serve 
as tohricro pi.uitrr for llie ix riod of three years, if possible, on the farm on 
the north side of I^irt Oratmc. "which he brpan to clear before his depar- 
ture." He sailed with his wife Lyshet Thyscn and one child and several 
farm laborers by de Ecndracht in July 1631. In 1632 he was appointed schc- 
pen and the same year he is referred to as farmer on Godyns Burg situated 
south of Fort Orange. His name does not occur in the account books of the 
colony; he probably left the colony at the end of his t< rin in 1634. 

*Claes Brunsteyn, from Straclsundt [Stralsund, in Pomerania]; entered 
into an agreement with Marinus Adriaensz, May 27, 1631, but did not sail for 
the colony. 

♦Andrics Christcnsz, from Flecker [Fleckero, Norway]; entered into 
a contract with the patroon for the erection of a sawmill, Jtdy 2, 1631, but did 
not come to the colony. 

Jasper Ferljni (Ferlin, Ferlifn) van dcr Gouw, from Middelburgh* [in 

the province of 7(\t1;iii'1] : cut. ri d the service of M;iriiiu<; Adriacns?: as 
toliarro planter. Feb. 17, if^^.U. I<'r the term of three years, lic^inninp: on his 
arrival in the colony. His name docs not appear in the account books of the 
colony; he proI»ably left at the end of his term in 1634. 

* Cornelis Goverts (Gerritaaz), from Flecker [Fleckerd, Norway] ; was 
engaged to sail by de Eendracht in 1631, but failed to go. 
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Laurens Laurensz (Lourenssen, Loerens), from Coppcnhagcn; also 
referred to as Laurens Laurcnsen noorman. He and two other Scandina- 
vians were engaged, July 2, 1631, for three years, to erect a sawmill in the 
colony. Lanrens Lanrensz was appointed schepen in 1633 and in July of 
that year is referred to by the patroon as miller on de Lacts kil, which is 
the present Mill Creek in the city of Rensselaer. Laurens Laurens?.' name 
docs not appear in the business accoiints o£ the colony for 1634; be probably 
left at the end of his term of service. 

Cornells Maesen (Maeraz, Maertsz, Martsen, Maessen), from Buyrmal- 
sen (Buurmalsem, in the province of Gd^land] ; sailed for New Nether- 
land as a farm laborer in 1631, having been oigaged hy the patroon on 
May 27th» for the term of three years, and went back to Holland shortly after 
Aug. 2, 7634, on which date he is charged in the colony with f 12:18 for 
clothes and lirandy. Aug. 15. JC\^6, he entered into a new contract with the 
patroon and the same year he sailed by the Renssclacrswyck, accompanied 
by his wife Catclijntje Martens and a servant by tlie name of Cornelis 
Teunisz, from Westbrocck. On the voyage, Jan. 30, 1637, a son was born 
named Hendrick Comdisz. Cornells: Maesen arrived in the colony the 
second time about April 17, 1637. From that time till his death, some time 
before April 9, 164B. he occupied a farm on or near Papscanee Island. Owr- 
nelis Maesen and his wife were buried the same day; their effects were 
sold at auction Shrove Tuesday, 1640. 

Barent Thonisz (Berent Thonis, Thonissen, Tonisz, Theunisz, Thomas- 
sen), from Heijligesont [Hellesund, on the south coast of Norway]; he 
and two other Scandinavians were engaged, July 2, 1631, for the period of 
three years, to build a sawmill in the colony. The name of Barent Thonisz 
does not appear in the accoimt books of the colony; he probably left at the 
end of his term in 1634. 

Jan Tyaerts (Thyerts, Chicrts, Teersz, Terssen, Treersz), from 
Franicker, Tin the province of Fricslandl ; was engaged as a farm laborer, 
May 27, i^'v^i. for the period of three years, at f6o a year, and sailed with 
Marinus Adriaensz on dc Eendracht in July of that year. In the account 
books he is entered as a farm hand of Corndis Teunisz, from Breuckelen, 
from June i, 1635, to July 19, 1637. He probably left the colony soon after 
the last named date. 

1633 

By den Souther g 
Sailed from the Texel shortly after July 20, 1632; arrived at New 

Amsterdam in April 1633 

Hendrick Fredericksz (Frerixsen). from Bunnick, [near Utrecht! ; was 
cntratjed as farm laborer for Gerrit Thcusz de Reux and sailed with him, 
iK'inp then 26 years of age. In the accounts of the colony he is charged with 
si;pplies from 1638 to 1643 and credited with wages earned in cuttuig straw, 
thatching roofs, threshing and other work, between 1638 and 1650. In May 
1638, he acted as foreman on de Reux' farm. 

ComeUs Jacobsz, from Mart< tv ^Uck, [near Utrecht]; was engaged as 
fnrm laborer for Rntirer Hendricks?r, on Bensselaers Btirp^ and sailed 
with Gerrit Thcusz de Reux. being then 23 years of age. His name does 
not appear in the account books of the colony. 
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Marcus Menaen (Mens; Meiuten), from Culenburgh, or Cuylenborch, 
(province of Gddedand) ; was engaged as farm boy for Brant Peelen, on 
Wclys Burg, and sailc<l with Gerrit Thcusz de Kcux, King then 17 years of 
age. The entries of his account in the colony, April 17-Attg. 18, 1637, are 

cancfled. 

Gerrit Theusz de Reux (de Reus); w.is cnKa^o«l l>y the p;itr«><<ii a-^ 
fanner on a farm to be estahlisiuil on iiloMnnacrts kil, June 15, id.v^. l>ut had 
previously been in charge of a farm of the West India Company on the 
island of Manhattan. He sailed with four farm laborers by den Soutberg, 
which brought Wouter van Twiller to New Netherland. Before sailing, de 
Rcux was appointed schcpcn of the colony. In .Xpril 16.^4, he had succeeded 
Roelof Jansz, from Masterland, on de Laets Burg. He died before Aug. 4, 
1630. 

Cornelis Teunisz, from .Mtcrkrrck. [proviiuc i>f South lli)ll;uul); was 
engaged as farm lalM»ror for Gerrit Thcusz de Kcux and sailed with liini, 
being then 20 years of age. His first account in the colony runs from Feb. 
2 to Aug. 20, 1637; he next appears in 1640, and later is said to have come 
on den Harinck ; presumably therefore, he visited Holland shortly after Aug. 
20, 1637, and returned to the colony by den Harinck in 1639. He is charged 
with throe years' hire of two hor';r>; from 16^ to 1643. and credited with 
wages earned in cutting and hauhiig tindjcr. His name docs not appear in 
the records of the colony after 1643. 

1634 

By de Ecndracht 
Sailed from the Texel in the beginning of May 1634 

Hendrick Carstensz, from Norden, [East Fricslandl ; sailed ))y dc I'cn- 
dracht and served under Brant Peelen from July 20, 1634. for four years, at 
fas a year, and again for three years, at fi4o a year. He does not appear 
in the records of the colony after 1643: 

* Hendrick Conduit, from Coninglishergen (Konigsberg. F.ast Prussia); 
made a contract with the patroon on April 15, 1634, but fsulctl to come to the 
colony. 

Lubbert Gijsbcrtsz, t'r..ni r.l.i ricuin, |iuar Xaarikn. in the provinci' ff 
North liollandJ, wheelwright, ukkIc a iMiitraci with the i;alroon on .\pril 
IS. i^KU> and sailed with his wife Divcrtj^cu Cornelis and three sons, Gijs- 
bert, Theus and Jan, de Ecndracht. His account in the colony runs from 
July 20, 1634 to 1647. 

Robbert Hendricksz; is credited in the accounts with wages at 
fii a month, from Dec. 16. )(\^. \<> June 23, 1635: with f.v"> f'>r splitting .^500 
pailcsat'trn l'st<;cka(le i)<t>>t-) f^r 'li farm on Castle I^l.-md; and with f()2 :.H 
for splitting 5000 similar posts for tlic new farm of Cornelis Teunisz. liis 
account was cldsid June 2j. if)J5. 

Jan Jacobsz; credited with 13!'!. months' wages at fii a month for 
service as farm hand under Brant Peelen on Castle Island, with fioo for 
threshing and with 12 months' wages at fi3 a month. His service ended ap- 
parently April 17, T637. 
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Jacob Albcrtsz Planck, iri-m F.dam, [pn.vince of North Holland]; 
boiiiul hiiii.sclf, March 4, 1634, to sltnc as sellout an. I aKcnt of the colony for 
three years from the date of his arrival and sailetl with his sou Abraham 
Jacobsz Planck and one servant by de Eendracht. Iti a letter of Oct. 3, 1636, 
he is called " officer and commis." Planck's accounts run from Aug. 12, 1634, 
to Nov. 26^ 1637, but apparently he did not leave Rensselaerswyck till after 
van Curler's arrival in i^.^S, Sipt. 20, 1639^ he certified at Amsterdam to the 
sale of Papscantf Island i>y tlic Indians, on April 23, 1637. Planck was the 
si'cond person to rii < i\c an appointment as schout, Rutgcr Hcndricksz, from 
Soist, havinjii been ai)pi 'iiited as such in Jnly I»nt in all probability Planck 
was the first sclK)Ut who took the uatli antl held court. 

Cornelia Anthonias van Schlick» from Breuckelen, [near Utrecht]; 
generally referred to as Cornelis Teuuiss, often as Broer Cornells and oc- 
casionally as Cornelis Teuttiss, alias Broeder; signs his name Cornells anthon- 
niscH van scMick, lie was a carpenter and mason and sailed by de Eendracht 
in 1634. liavinR etitercd into a contract with the patroon on April 5th of that 
\ear. IIis aceoiuu in t!ie colouy iK^ins Aug. 12. He was before Oct. 

[63O in cliarge of a farm, which till 1648 he seems to have worked on shares; 
from 1648 to 1652 he is charged with an annual rent of f6oo; from 1652 to 
1661, with an annual rent of fsoo. The indications are that during all these 
years he occupied the same farm, which appears to have been located some 
distance north of the fifth, n >w Patroon's. creek antl to have adjoined the 
farm called de \'laokte. later known as the Schuyler Flatts. Between 1643 
and 164S. Cornelis Teiujisz si)ent nmch of Iun time at the Manliatans; Aug. 
6, 164O, de Hooges urges him to come np the river to see how the harvest 
proceeds and intimates that he might come to the colony at least once a 
year to look after his farm. While at the Manhatans, Aug. 22, 1646^ he re- 
ceived from Director Kicft a patent for land at Catskill, in return for ser- 
vices rendered in hi iuging about general ])■ .k <' and Ml ransomii^ prisoners 
in the han<ls of the Indians. He was appointed the patrorufs vaorsf>raccke, 
or repre^entati- e. Mav 12. ]UV), and as such lille<l tlie place of officer jointly 
with Arent van Curler an-1 Tietrr Cornelis/, till the arrival of van dor 
Donck in 1641. Sept. 2,\, i(»50, h»' was chosen to go with van Curler and 
others on an embassy to the Maquaes, and in 1658, 1660 and 1661 he was a 
member i)f the court of the colony. 

1637 

By the Rettsselacrs^vyck 
Sailed from the Texcl, October 8, 1636: arrived at New Amster^ 

dam, March 4, 1637 

Albert Andriesz, from I'redcrikstad. I in the southeast of Norway!; 
hence, in the early records, his designation as Moorman. After 1670, he be- 
came known as Albert Andriesz Bradt. Aug, 26, 1636, he joined Pieter Cbr- 
nelisz and Claes Jans.? in an agreement with the patroon for the erection of a 
mill in the colony In this agreen>ent he is given as tobacco planter, 29 
years of age. He sailed with his wife \nnetjc Harents on the Rensselaers- 
wyck, Oct. i^M<'). nntl appears t'irst in the ei>l.»ny under date of .April 17. 
1637. S(»on after his arrival he left Pieler Corneli.sz and established himself 
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as K.liacco i)lanUT. I'roin May 4, 1O52, to May 4, 1672, he is cliargcJ with 
ail annual rent of (250 for two mills and land on the Xurnians Kill. Annetje 
Barents died before June 5, 1662, leaving him eight children of whom the 
ddest was born on the Rensselaerswyck and named Storm, This son later 
adopted the name of van der Zee. Albert Andriesz married the second 
time Geertniy Pietersz Vosburgb. He is said to have died Jane 7, i686u 
w Arent Andriesz, tobacco planter; a brother of Albert Andriesz, from 
Fredcrikstad, and like him designated as Nuorman. He appears to have come 
over with hiN hrotlicr on the Rensselaerswyck and to have stayed with him in 
the colojiy idr one year. His wages began April 2, lOj7, at ijS a year. 
Between I0j8 and 1O46, he is various times credited with tobacco fur- 
nished to van Curler and de Hooges. May i, 1658, he obtained a lease lor 
land opposite Beverwyck. 

Tbijs Barentss, shoemaker; charged with supplies from June 5, 1637, 
to 1643, when he was indebted to the amount of f34i:i4. Jan. i8» i^a, 
he was ordered to pay his account within a month. 

Maurits Jansz van Broeckhuysen ; was a young relative of Kiliaen van 
Rensselaer and came out as farm hand by the Rensselaerswyck. May 12, 
l6jg, he was authorized to establisii himself as farmer on de Laets liurg, 
on the farm formerly occupied by Gerrit Theusz de Reux. In the accounts 
he is credited with four years' salary, at fiio a year, beginning April 3, 
1637. One half year's wages are charged to Comelts Teuntsz, from Breuck- 
elen. His account closes Sept. 7, 1641. Feb. 12, 1642, he is referred to by 
Kiliaen van Rensselaer as havincr lately returned fr^ni New Netherland, 

Carstcn Carstensz (Christen Christensz), commonly referred to as 
Larstcn Carstcnss N oorman; is first entered in the accounts under date of 
April 17, 1637, hence probably came on the Rensselaerswyck. Before 1644, 
he was employed as a farm laborer, sawyer, stave splitter, mill hand and 
roof thatcher. Afterwards he leased a garden, which ia 1650 was granted to 
Gijsbert Cornelisz, from Weesp. 

Gijsbert Clacsz, also referred to as Gijsbert Clacsz Jongcn (the boy); 
was a carpenter by trade atid like Jacob Jans/., from Amsterdam, is credited 
in the accounts with I'uur years" waives from .April 2, Ku", at f40 a year. 
Both men appear to have been empK'ved by Albert Andriesz and probably came 
over with him on the Rensselaerswyck. His account closes Sept. 5, 1641. 

Pieter Claess (Niclaess), from Nordingen, or Norden, [in East Fries- 
land]; is cr< «!itcd with six years' wages from April 3, i^;^;. and in Aug. 1644 
is mentioned as servant of Symon W^alichs/. He probal)ly arrived with the 
latter on the Rensselaerswyck. lie is charged with rent, at fll a year, from 
1043 to 1645. and in 1648-49 apitears to have ()ccupied a farm at Bethlehem. 
He left the colony before June 5, 1O49. He was the son in law of Cornelis 
Hendricksz van Nes. 

Crijn (Qnirijn) Cornelias, from Houten, [near Utrecht]. His accounts 
in the colony run from Ai>i 1! _ >. 1637, to Aug. 21, 1639 and from Jan i, 1641, 
to 1648. May 30, 1640, he is referred to by the patroon as about to sail from 
Holland. Presumably, therefore, he came out on the Rensselaerswyck in 
1637, went back to Ibtlland in -Tid returned to the colony by den 

Watcrhondt in 1640, accompanied by Cornelis Crijnen, Jan Crijnen, Jan Cor- 
nelisz and Jan Reycrsz, all from Houten. He served at first under Gerrit 
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Theusz de Kcux and iiuui Jan. i, 1641, to Jan. i, 1642, as farm hand on a 
farm in Greenbush, which he thereafter seems to have occupied as farmer, 
jomtly with Pieter Teunisz. from Brunswijclc In April 1648; he was re- 
peatedly ordered to settle his accounts and Nov. 18^ 1649, his farm was leased 
to Evert Ptl. and Willcm Frcdericksz [Bout]. With ChristoflFcI Davids, he ^ 
also occupied, till stubble time 1649, six morgens of land in Greenbush, which 
in 1650 were leased to Tennis Dircksz van Vechtcn. Nov. 2, 1651, Crijn Cor- 
nelisz and Hans Jansz, from Rotterdam, received permission to erect a saw- 
mill on a creek on the west side of the river, a little north of Becrcn Island. 

Pieter CorndltSy from Munnickendam, [in the province of North Hol- 
land]; occauonally referred to as Pieter Comeliss Meulenmaecker (mill 
Wright) ; sailed by the Rensselaerswyck, Sept. 25, i6j6, after having entered 
in company with Claes Jansz, from Naerden, and Albert Andricsz, from 
Freckrikstad. itito an agreement with the patroon fur the erectiun of a saw- 
mill in the colony. In this agreement, dated Aug. 2<), lO.V', lii^- nge is given 
as 43 years. His account in the colony begins May 4, 1O37, and closes x\lay 3, 
1649, but from the log of the Rensselaerswyck be is known to have sailed up 
the river as early as March 24, 1637, and from other documents it would 
seem that he left the colony in 1646. Oct. 3, 1636^ he was appointed councilor 
and schepen, and May 12, 1639, he received a commission as receiver of tithes 
and supercargo of the colony's vessel. Jan. 31, 1646, Pieter Cornelisz made a 
contract with Antony de Hrtoges fc^r building a horsept»\V( r mill in (Ireen- 
bush, the mill on the tifth creek being most of the time out of order and too 
inconvenient for the inhabitants on account of het keen en wedervaeren (the 
sailing back and forth). 

Roelof Cornellac, from Houten, [near Utrecht]; brother of Crijn Cor- 
nelisz, ixom Houtcn; is charged with supplies furnished to him in 1638 and 
may have arrived with Crijn Cornelisz in 1637. He was at various times em- 
ployed in splitting wood and in thatching roofs of houses and in 1646 is 
charged with hire of horses and cows antl rent of land. 

Goossen Gerritsz, from Westerbrocck [VVestbroek, province of 
Utrecht?] ; was engaged for six years, three years at fso a year and three 
years at f8o a year. His wages in the colony began April 8^ 1637; he prob- 
ably came by the Rensselaerswyck. In 1646, he is charged with figiQ received 
in Holland on Nov. 3, 1645. In Oct. 1648, on the repeated solicitation by the 
director to accept the place of qerechts fycrsoon Cmcmbcr of the court), be 
pleaded to be excused on the ground tliat he did n<>t consider himself fit 
for the ofiice, that he was not possessed of a bouse and lot and therefore not 
bound to serve, and that he had not yet settled all his accounts with the 
patroon. His objections however were overruled and he was urged once 
more to accc^it the office, the court, in case of refusal, threatening to proceed 
to other measures. He finally yielded, on condition that he be first allowofl to 
make a trip to the Manhatans. This was granted and Nov. 19, 1648, he took 
the oath as member of the court. ,\t his urgent request ho was released from 
bis ofiice on Jan. 5, 1651. In the aoc^unts he is charged from i^^S to 1652 with 
f32 a year for ground rent of a house and license to trade and, jointly with 
Rutger Jacobsz, from May 1649 to May 1650 with f45o for the lease of 
the brewery. July 18, 1650, he was granted permission to become a tap- 
ster and Sept. 9, 1650^ he was with Arent van Curler appointed truste>* 
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of a fund for tlie building of a schoul. From May i, i655» to May i, 1658, 
he and Thomas Jansz are charged with an annual rent of f40, for a small 
piece of land situated opposite den sack. July 19, 1 1659?] he entered into an 

agret'inent wi^li remias van Renssdaer rei-anUng the purchase of hides of 
cattle to Ik- kilkil ill t!u" colony, sliowiiiii that by that tiiiu' he was engaged in 
the tamniiK I.ii^inr>s. After lOOo, he is occasionally referred to as (Joosseii 
Cfrritsz van Scluiick. 

Robert Harmensz; his account in the colony runs from April 17, 1O37, 
to i6jS. He is credited with wages earned in repairing a fence, splitting 
wood, thatching and grinding, and would seem to have been in the employ of 
Gerrit tie Reux. He canie probaMy by tin- Rcnsselaerswyck. 

Adriaen Huybertsz; is credited with six years' wages at fioo a year, 
from Xpril Kt.?"; like- otlur^ wIdsc term of srr\ ice l»cgan at that date, he 
came prohahly l)y the Ken--'>i lai r>\\ u-k. I""nr l'<air anil one half years he wa^ 
employed by CurneliN leunis/, from llreuckclen. In 1O5J, he is charged with 
five years* rent, at f.^oo a year, for a farm on the fifth creek, which he seeias 
to have taken over from Rutger Jacobsz, and for the same length of time 
with l30 a year for trading privileges. 

Rutger (Ruth) Jacobs*, from Schoonderwoert (Schoonrewoerd, prov- 
ince of SiM'th ll<'llan(l| ; ser\e(! ;i< farm hand on the farm of Conn 
Teunis/. from r.riiickeltii. for the term of six years, heiriiming April S. i(>.^7. 
at fioo a year, ami prohaltly came oti the Rcnsselaerswyck. hVh. y, i()4.?. he 
was engaged a> foreman on dc tjrootc I 'lactc (the great Flats) at fJ2o a year, 
a suit of clothes, two shirts and two pairs of shoes, his terra of service to be- 
gin April 7, 1643. From Jaa i, 1645, he appears as lessee of a farm on the 
fifth creek, which in 1647 seetns to have been taken over by Adriaen Huy- 
bertsz. From 164S to 1654 he is charged with an annual rent of fus for a 
. sawmill on the fifth creek, taken owv fmni Andries de Vos, and for the s.nnio 
period he is charged, ioinilv with li.irint I'icters/. with an .uiiuial rent of 
f550 for a saw- and grist niill, aKn on the lifth creek. He t>wnetl a yacht 
from aluuit 1648, an<l April 4, 1649. aerccd to pay fji a year, for three 
years, for rent of his house lot and the right to the fur trade. Oct. i8» 1650, 
he and Goossen Gerritsz were authorized to brew beer, on condition of pay- 
ing a duty of one guilder for rvi ry harril of beer and of brewing, free 
of charge, the bi'cr needed for tin- lioii>cholds of van Slichteidiorst an<l de 
lloogis. Rut^ir J.icoliNZ is credited with fX' for niiu- months' salary as 
riU'ts rtiniilt (councilor) and .iK;«in with salar\ as councilor, at the rate of 
f5o a year, from Dec. iS, i<»4v. to Oct. 18, 1651. when at Ins urgent request 
he was released from his duties and succeeded by Jan Baptist van Rens- 
selaer. Rutger Jacobsz married June 3, iri46, at New Amsterdam, Trijntjc 
Jans, from lircesledr (Bredstedt. in Schleswig]. and died before Dec. Q. 1665. 

Claes JaiMS, from Nykerck, (province of ( olderland] ; is credited with 
four ye.ir^' w.i'-es, at ff.-o .n vear. beginning April j. \<\^7. and with cnrpenter 
Work done betv eeti an<l 1041 on bottles of van rmler. van der Drmck. 

Megapolen^is and oiher^. .Aug. .^o, i(t.|(», Antony de lloogcs ordered Nico- 
laes Coorn, ofl'icer of the colony, to seize .»?rain on the farm of Broer Cor- 
nells and to turn the same over to Claes Jansz, from Nykerck, in payment of 
wages earned by him r>n de Vlackte white Broer Coinelis was at the 
Manhatans, as per account of Ruth Jacobsz. 
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Dirck Jansz, from I'.dani, fin tlio pr«>vincc of North llollaml]. He 
sitnl Ktyuicr llnjiiictis/, from Rdaiii, c..tcrc<l into a nMuraot with Kiliaon 
van Rensselaer on Aug. 26, to sail by the ship Rens^elacrswyck and to 

settle in the colony as free colonists, for a period of four years. He is 
charged in the accounts with supplies from May g, 1637, to 1642. Under date 
of May 29, 1643, he is referred to as deceased. He was a member of the 
council of the colony in 1637. 

Jacob Jansz, from Am>tcr<lani; was a carinntcr by trade and was 
en.ua.Ufd for thr trnn <if fi)i;r years, l)e-Kiniiin>,' April 2. \(\^7. at wajics of f4o 
a year. He appears f<»r part of this i)erioil to have been employed by Albert 
Andricsz; in the harvest of 1O40, he served under Cornclis Tcunisz, from 
Rreuckclen. May i, 1640, he received f$2 extra pay for faithful service to 
the patroon/' In 164 1 he was employed by van Curler to do some copying - 
and from that date till Aur. 20, 1643, when his accotmf was dosed by van 
Curlrr, hf ' Hi'a'^n d with other carpenters in buildinjj houses anrl barns. 

Thomas Jansz, troin I'.unniok, [near L^trcchtj; was engaged as farm 
hand for the term of six years, be^inninp April S. 1637. at fiio a year, and 
served under Brant Peclcn and Syinon W'alichsz, He probably came by the 
Rcnsselaerswyck. From May T, 1646, to 1650 he occupied a farm, for which 
he is charged with an annual rent first of fiSo and then of fi.^; April 11, 
1650. y\u Slid •( iiii'M -t li ased to him an additional piece of land formerly 
occupif'<l by Hendrick Albertsz, anci frotn that time till 1652 he is charged 
with rent of fiHo a year. From May r. i(»55. to .May i. 1^158. hr and Goossen 
Cierrit.-^z arc charscd with rent and tithes for a small parcel of land on the 
cast side of the river opposite den sack. 

In 165$. the accounts contain the name of Thomas jansen Timmerman. 
This man is probably to be identified with Thomas Jansz Mingael, the car- 
penter, who appears to have been a resident of Beverwyck, and not a settler 

of l\< :i^srhH'r^wyck. 

Jean Labatie (Lebatie, Lebattij, Labatyn, Labatis), al>o referred to as 
Ji Jian Lifholiv fninsiiuin ( 1' renchmaii ) ; was enyaKed as a journeyman car- 
penter for the term of four years, beginning .\pril 2, 1637, at f8o a year, and 
for part of the time was employed by Albert Amlriesz. At the end of the 
four years, he engaged himself to the patroon for throe years more, at f200 
a year. Thcn aner. van Curler inteinled to" put him Ol) the farm at the Great 
Flats to tra<le, but he pmb.-bly left the patroon'c service. In i^m^^. he i"> 
eharired in tlu' accounts with the t)atri ion's ( ,'i-ri\ litlchr\t ( diu-s ) for four 
yea'-s. hi viniiiiiy M;iv I, I^'t3, ci >iiip( nMi<le(l at the rate of fj3 a year, which 
may iiidicate that he was engayeil in the In»lian trade, as in 1650 he is .spoken 
cf as being well versed in the Maquaes language. June 15. 1647, he received 
permission from the West India company to erect a house in Fort Orange and 
to brew therein ; in 1640. he is referred to by van Slichtcnhorst as being in 
command of the fort, which may have reference to a temi)<»rary absence of 
Carcl van BriiL'tre. who was appoitited mwinh Nov. (), \<'^J. and is stippo^cd 
to have acted in that caivicity till i(<^\. Sept. ^3, 1650. Jean Lal^atie. iiihal»itant 
of Fort Or.niKc. was summoned to the house of Director van Slichtcnhorst 
and asked to accompany van Crrler, Comelis Teunisz, from Breuckelen, 
Thomas Chambers and Volckert ITansz on an embassy to the Maquaes to 
renew the covenant of friendship, but he refused to go, saying that it made 
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liftlo flKTcrcncc t<> ili'iso in ilic fort vvlicthiT tliry were at war or at peace 
with the liuliuns. Aui;. 26, 1652, Labatic and Cornell's Tcunisz, from 
Breuckelen, jointly leased the farm formerly occupied by Cornelis Teunisz. 
but in the accounts Labatic is not charged with rent for this farm and h is 
likely that he never occupied it. July 20» 1654, Labatie took over the farm 
on Castle Island formerly leased to Jan Barentsz Werap, for which from 
^1lI^»hi<• time ifi.;.} tn May i. 1655, he is charged with fi50 and thereafter with 
an aniiu.d rent of f.^ou. h'ch, 20, 1672, Labatie settled his accounts with 
Jcrcinias van Rensselaer. 

Arent Pietcrsz, generally referred to as Arent Pictersa Jongen (the 
boy) ; was engaged for six years, beginning April 3, 1637, three years at 
f45 and three years at iy$ a year, and served at different times under Al* 
bert Andriesz, Cornelis Teunisz and Tcunis Dircksz. He is probably the 
same person as Aert Pietcrsz alias Solder, or Solder Picterss, who was fur- 
nished with nipplios in 1642 and who appears as late as 1651. The nickname 
Solder would '-rt m t ' iiidioato that he was in ciiarne of a graan colder, that 
is, a grain loft, or granary. July 8, 1649, Aert Pieterss was summoned be- 
fore the court to state whether he would fulfil his promise to seecker vromw- 
mens, genaemt Btancke act (a certain woman, called fair Alida) and in reply 
declared that he would marry her at the first opportunity. 

Jacob Pictersz; from Utrecht; in one account referred to as Jacob 
Piclcrsz 7'nn Uijtrecht alias \ ',\-lijc. and in another as Jacob Pielcrsc VceUjr : 
was ein;a'-;ed for six ycar«. from April 8, i(>37. at fioo a year, and served 
under Urant Peclcn. He left the colony on, or before, Nov. 16, 1644. 

*Han8 van Scvenhuyaen; sailed by the Rensselaerswyck as smith's 
helper to Cornelis Thnmasz, but was arrested in England for killing his 
master in a tavern at Ilfracombe, Dec. 8, 1636. 

Arent Steffeniersz (Steevenideru, Steveniersen), hog dealer; entered 
itito a Contr.ict with Kiltaen van Uen«;selaor hi f^re Oct. 4. i^t.^^. and sailed by 
the Rcn';«;olaerswyrk, March 22. ho married at the Ntanhatans the 

wi I"\v of the mnrdereil smith, Cornelis I homasz. Arent Steffeniersz is 
charged with su|>plics in the colony from April 17, 1637, to 1644. In 1639, 
he accompanied Pietcr Cornclisz, from Munnickendam, to the Manhatans to 
get lime and iron. 

Cornelis Teunisz, from Westbroeck (Westerbrocck, Wesbroeck, Wijs- 
brof'ck ) : al'O r" r> ' ' r-d to as Cnrnclis Thciniisz bos. Cornelis Theuniss rnn- 
drtt hrs. ConrliS l lu uiiisst ti schi'rstrr. and Krrs schncstrr ; signs his name 
('"ifirHs tlh'nisrn bos. lie came probably from the village of Wcstbroek, in 
the province of Utrecht, and would seem from the designation sehoester, to 
have been a shoemaker by trade. He .sailed with Cornells Maesen by the 
Rensselaer sw>Tk, in 1636, and served him in the colony for six years, begin- 
ning April 8. 1637, at w a ires of fino a year. As early as April 8, 1648, he and 
Teunis Dircksz van Vr.ditcn arc mentioned as guardians of the minor chil- 
dren of tlio late Otti' Iis ATae'^en. ^Tnrch 2.;. i^'mo. Cornelis Teunisz, from 
\V( tl rocck. Volclxcrt Haiv/ and Cornelis Vos were warned not to engage 
in illicit trade with the Indians; April 3, 1649, their license was revoked for 
not observing the ordinance. July 13. 1650, Cornelia Teimisz was ordered to 
send Jan Hagemans. a free trader, away from his house; April f, 1650, he 
was granted the use of a garden between the first and second creeks. He was 
a magistrate of Fort Orange, prior to Aug. 19^ 166a. 
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Reynier Thijmensz (Tijmense, Timansz, Tymansen), from Edam, 
fprovince of North Holland]. He and Dirck Jansz, from Edam, entered into 
a contract with Kiliaen van Rensselaer, Aug. 26b 16316, to sail by the Rens- 
selaer s wye k and to settle in the colony as free colonists for the period of four 
years. His account in the colony hi^iiiis May 7, 1637, and closes Sept. 12, 
1643. In an extract from his contract liis name is pivcn as rcijnicr thomasscn. 

♦ Cornelis Thomasz, from Rotterdam; engaged as smith, Oct. 4. 1636, 
and sailed with his wife by the Renssclaerswyck. Dec. 8, 1636, he was stabbed 
to death by his helper, Hans van Sevenhuysen, in a tavern at Ilfracombe. 
His widow was married to Arent SteflTeniersz, March 22, 1637, at New 
Amsterdam. Burger Joris/ took his place as smith of the colony. 

Teunis Comelisz van Vechten; his first account in the colony, entered 
iin:!er the name of thcunis CorucUsscn van dcr vcchtcn Jongcn, runs from 
April 8 to Nov. 14, 1637. He appears next in 1641 as having been three 
years in the service of Michiel Jansz. It is not unlikely therefore that he 
arrived as a boy, on the Rensseiaerswyck, early in 1637, went back to 
Holland in the winter of that year, and returned to the colony in i6jB, with 
Michiel Ja]i5z and Teunis Dircksz van Vechten, both of whom came by 
het Wapcn van Noorvvegen. He probably came from Vechten, a small vil- 
lage southeast of Utrecht. In the SchuU Bncck vaudc fjocdcrcn vant'schip 
dm IVatcrhondt, 1640-41. his name is indexed as Tennis C orneUsscn van 
Wcstbrocck, but this is probably a clerical error, due to confusion with 
Cornelis Teunisa van Westbroeck. Between 1647 and 1656, he is referred to 
as Thunis ComeKssen alias jonge Poetxen, toenis Cometiss poyntgen and 
tunis Comelisen Jonge poentie. Teunis G>rnelisz served under Michiel 
Jansz till May i. 1646, atid then succeeded him on the farm called de Hooge- 
bercli. whic'i he orcnptcd till May I, 164R. Oct. T5. Director van 

Slichtcnhorst leaded t^ him for six years the south end of hrt grccucnhos 
(pine woods) with six morgv-ns of old land forming part of the farm of 
Tcuni.s Dircksz van Vechten, but, owing apparently to animosity on the part 
of Teunis Dircksz, he was allowed to leave the farm Jan. 27, 1650, and 
was promised a house in some other part of the colony. Jan. ag, 1650^ he 
complained that the house which he occupied was uninhabitable on ac- 
count of smoke and Mar. 17, T650. Dirrrtor van Slichtcnhorst sold to him 
for fi25 a small \v\\\<c south of tlic fifth creek, formerly occupied by Barent 
Pictersr and Jan Gerrits/, deceased. 

Symon Walichsz (Walichs. Walichsen, Walincluuc, Walings, Walingen, 
Waelingen), from Wijngaerden, [in the district of het Bildt, in the 
province of Frieslandl; entered into a contract with the patroon Aug. I5t 
r<)36, and sailed by the Renssclaerswyck. His account in the colony be- 
gins .'Vpril 17, 1637. He occupied a farm on Papscanee Island till ^Tay i, 
1647. when it wa^ lca<:ed to I'.vert Pels, for six years, at f56o a year. Jan. 
T }. 1640. Fvcrf Pels had the lease transferred to Juriaen Bestval and Jochem 
Kettelheym. Symon Walichsz agreed to buy Picter van der Linden's planta- 
tion on Manhattan Island, Oct. 7, 1648. and was killed by the Indians near 
f>au1us Hook, at Pavonia, in March 164Q {see N.Y.ColMss, 4'.4a8» where 
his name is given as Sijmon Walingen vant bilt). 

Burger Jorisz; was at Xcw .Xmsterdam in 1637 and was secured as 
smith of Renssclaerswyck to take the place of Cornelis Thomasz, who had 
been killed b^ his helper Hans van Sevenhuysen, on the voyage oi«n at 
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llfracombc, Dec. 8^ i6j6. The terms upon which Burger Jorisz was en- 
paRCfl aic as fnllows;: "Inasmuch as Cornclis Tonias'^cn <lir<l ami Aretit 
Sti'vciiicrsfii, who inarrit(! the widow, (bus u>i\ uii<lir<-t,ui<l siiiith's work, ihe 
council of the colony have decided to turn the iron and coal and all the 
tools over to Burger Jmisen Smit at 50% advance in i)rice, and to let him do 
the work at the rates paid by freemen at the Manhatans, to wit : pound work 
at six stivers, nails at 10 stivers a hundred* braces at 12 stivers, double 
braces at 28 stivers and other work proportionately, and this till the pa- 
troon makes ditTcrcnt arratii^cimttt^^. In the ytar if*.\7, the 26th of May, and 
wa^ >ijjncd. Jaroh AHurt . n I'lanck. Piclcr ("ornclisscn, X the nuirk of 
Dirck Janscn. " limber Joris/' account iti the colony runs from June 4. 
1637, to Aug. i8, 1639. when he turned over his tools to Keyer StofTels/. and 
moved to the Manahatans. Dec. 18, 16.^ he married at New Amsterdam, 
Engehje Mans, from Sweden. In the marriage records of the Reformed 
Dutch church of New York, Burger Jorisz is given as from Hersberg, in 
Silcsien (Uirschberg, in Silesia). 

Z638 

By den Harinck 

Sailed from the Texel shortly after September 21, 1637; arrwed at 

Nerv Amsterdam, Mareh 28, 1638 

Frans Altersz (Aldersz, Albertsz), cooper; sailed by den Harinck. 
Sept. 1637, in the stead of Jan Witlcmsz Schut. His board on the ship is 
charged to Symon Walichsz. He is credited with wages for 39 months and 
15 days, at fi4 a month, beginning April 27, 1658, and is charged with 
supplies till 1642. Nov. 20, 1644, a hill of Frans Alters?:, for cooper's work, 
signed by Symon Walichsz, is sent to A rent van Curler, then on his way to 
HolIanrT. 

Jacob Jansz (Gardenier), from Campcn [Kampcn, in the province of 
Overyssell. carpenter; generally referred to as Jacob Janss Hoddcr; appears 
first in the accounts of the colony as kneckt (helper or servant) of Qaes 
Jansz Rtiyter and not unlikely sailed with him on den Harinck, in Sept. 
1637. In the .'iprinp of 1642 he ivas at .^m-l.-rdain .-md applied to the pa- 
tronn for pormi>.>«ion fo do cnrpontor work in the colony; the same >ear he 
is in the accnnts charged with sujiplie^. In 1^47 In- had a saw- and tiri-t- 
mill in rireenl)ii->Ii wliieli on Xov. iH. \(^<k was leased to Kvcrt PeN and 
• Willem Fredericks/. I roin 165.^ to 1654 he ap|)cars as lessee of a mill at 
Bethlehem and Feb. 2, 1654. he obtained the lease of the saw- and grist- 
mill on the fifth creek, for the term of eight years, beginning May 18, i6s4. 
In the first two volumes of deeds in the Alhanv coimty clerk's office, he is 
referred to as Jacob Jaiisc (,\v'(f, ircr. alias Plodder. 

Claes Jansz, from Xaerden. Ipr-'vinee «>f Xorth Hollandl ; also referred 
to as Chia Jansz Ruyfrr, and as Clacs dc Ruiitrr: was a hi»nsc carpenter 
trade and 3.3 years of ace in 16.^6. Attg. 26, 1636, he entered, jointly with 
Pieter Gimetisz and Albert Andriesz. into an agreement with ihe patroon 
for the erection of a sawmill in the colony, but for some reason failed to ac- 
company his partners on the Rcnwelaerswyck in 16.16, and sailed by den 
Harinck in Sept. t6.^7 Tn ^Tay 1640. he and his wife Pietertje Jans were 
apparently livincr at the AT ni'i it-itis. He is credited in the accounts with 60 
weeks' board of Arcnt van Curler. 
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By den Calmer Sleutel 
SaUed from the Tcxcl at the ettd of December u^i^y 

Gijsbert Adriaemz (Arentsz, Aertsz), liuui liunnick, [near Uirccluj; 
sailed on den Calmer Sleutel* at the age of 22, and was engaged as farm ser- 
vant for six years, at wages ranging from f 80 to f 110 a year. He served 
for four years, beginning April 2, 1638, on the farm of Brant Pcclcn; for 
^ year on the farm of Tounis Dircksz; an. I for 1^4 years, jointly with San- 
fU-r Lccmlcr>7, in rutniiuk' the colony's y:u !n Ki nssclacrswyck. He was a 
brother of Kutj;er Adriaen^/, the tailor, who acinars Ur^^X in i()4(). 

Arent van Curler (Corler), trt>ni Nykerck, [in the province of Gelder- 
landj ; sailed as assistant to Jacob Albertsz Planck by den Cafaner Sleutel, 
at the age of 18 years. May 12, 1639, he was commissioned secretary and 
bookkeeper of the colony, and from 1642 to 1644 he held the office of 
C(>iiniii.<. He sailed for JlollatuI hy lict Wai»cn van RcMisselaerswyck. Oct. 20, 
1644, Iiaving marric'l, prohahly in 1643, Antlu>nia Slachbooni, or Slai^hhixtm, 
\vlu>ni ( )'CalIaKlian, appart iitl\ on tlie strcnj^th of van CurK-r's >latcnunt, 
History of A\-w Nctiict Unui, 1:404. has iilcniiljcd with Teuntje Jeuriaens, 
the widow of Jonas Bronck. Sept. 30, i(>47, while van Curler was still 
in Holland, he obtained a lease for six years of the farm called de Vlackte, 
but May 5, 1649, this lease was transferred to Jacob Jansz, from Stoutcn- 
burch. Van Curler rctnrncd to New Ncthcrland probably at the end of 1647 
and rMi the arrival of Director v.an SlichtcMhor-f. carlN iti was notni 

naf< <l as ii't'coin^nitU't rdt . Inn \arion^ circntn-tances prevented his .acceptinj; 
the olVice and taking the oath till Jan. 5. 1651, in the accounts he is crcditcvl 
with an annual salary of f20o, as Gecommitteerde & rttelsvrint, from July 
I, 1652 to July I. 1655. and with an annual salary of f20o, as gccommittecrdc, 
from 1655 to 1658. Sept. % 1650, on the petition of the inhabitants of the 
colony, Arent van Curler and Goo.sscii Cicrritsz were appointed trustees of 
voluntary contrilnitions for the erection of a school, and Sept. 23, 1650. van 
Ci rler uas clioseii to yo with ()t!iers on an embassy to the Maciuaes. He he- 
caiiie one of the leaders in the settlement of Schenectady in i06i-6^, and was 
drovvnctl on Lake Chainplain in 1667. 

Elbert Elbeitss (Albertas), from Nykerck, [in the province of Gelder- 
tandl ; was 9 weaver by trade and sailed by den Calmer Sleutel, at the age 
of 18 ye.ir< In he married Aeltje Cornells, the widow of Gerrit Wol- 
phertsz ( ' " ' ' U.v.s-, 2 :i5J>. 

Gerrit Hendricksz, from Xykerck, fpro\ince nf (iehlerland |. s1k»c- 
inaker ; sail* d with Arent va.n Cmler hy den Calmer Sleutel, at the age of 15 
years, lie was engaged for six years, at wages ranginj? from f40 to fioo a 
year; his first three years* wages, from April 2, 163B, to April 2. 1641, are 
charged to Albert Andriesz. He does not appear in the records of the 
colony after 1642. 

Claes Jansz, from Nykerck, [province of Gclderland| ; was a tailor hy 
trade and sailed with Arent van Curler by den Calmer Sleutel. at the age 
of 17 years. 
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Saili'd jrotn the Tcxcl in May ankrd at New Amsterdam 

about .lu(/ust 4. 1638 

Adriaen CorncHsz, from Barsiiipitrliorn, [province of North Holland]; 
nlso referred to as Adrlacu Coniclisz Bt rijhoorn and Adriaen Cornclisc -'an 
linrsiiti/t'rwtiut : was enj^ajzed May 10, if\^f^, for three years, as foreman under 
Manrits Jans/, and sailed on bet Wapen van Noorwegcn. His wages in the 
colony, a I £140 a year, began Aug. 14, 1638. He does not appear after 1643. 

Jan Dirckas, from Amersfoort, (in the province of Utrecht]; is entered 
in the accounts as Jan dlrcksen Engelsman van Amersfoart, showing that he 
was a native of Rnsland; was engaged as farm laborer, for six years, at 
wapes raneing from f.io to f^o a year. TTis •service in the colony began Attp. 
iC), i6.^S, and he ai)poars at first as scr\ant of Michiel Jans/, so tlint he 
probably arrived with the latter on bet Wajten van Noorwegcn. In 1644, he 
was employed by Rcyer Stoffelsr. Nov. 19, 1648, Claes Gerritsz testified that 
Ruth Jacobsz ordered him to beat Jan Dircksz Engelsman, if he proved re- 
fractory. 

Claes Gijsbertaa; was, apparently in i^tr. In the service of Michiel 

Jans7 nn.' ni''\- have cnme out with hiin by bet Wapen van Noorwecren. in 1^)38, 

Symon Jansz Henypot, smi in law of Pieter Corneiisz, fmm Mnnnick- 
cndam ; sailed by hct Wapen van Noorwegcn and was apparently in the colony 
far a short time in 163Q. 

Michiel Janas, from Schrabbekercke ['s Heer Abtskerke in the province 
of Zealand] : came with his wife and two servants by bet Wapen van Noor- 
wegen in 1638. He was originally engaged as farm hand, but before his de- 
partiu f- m Holland was promoied fr> farmer; he served as foreman in 
16,18 and i6'^o. and from T^tn to ]()^(\ was farmer on the farin rallerl de 
TTorvL'fl>crrb. Jidy 27, i^''4^>. be received pcrnii-^^ioti to leave the colony an 1 to 
reside at the Manbatans. on condition that bis accounts be settled. Oct. 8. 
1648, the court ordered him to prepare a full statement of his accounts by 
Saturday next, or sooner. **if his voyage should tberebv be delayed." Oct. 
10^ a similar n-fler was issued and a few days later Director van Slichten- 
horst asked that the court impose on Mirliiol Jansr the penalty of death or 
snob other sentence as it sbnil see fit for the sale of ammunition to Indians 
dnrincr the war. fou'c'her with a fine of f5o for beavers sent to Fort fie TToop. 
1644. without paying duty. May 20. 1640. the court once more ordered Michiel 
Jansz to render a detailed account and July 27, 1650, he was asked to sign the 
account rendered by hfm. 

Willem Meynten (Meijntten, Mijnten, Menten); served as a farm 
laborer tmder Comelis Maesen for the period of six years, beginning Aug. 
14. 16^8. a* wpcres r.m?nicr from f.jn to f^Vi a year. Thereafter, be carted 
stone for the fomidation of tlie hoiicn of Doniine Meszapolrnsis. praded the 
latter's garden and did other dav labor. Tn Sept. 1648, he seems to have 
been in the employ of Teunis Dtrcksz van Vechten. 

Jan Mic1iklu,.from Edam. Torovince of North Holland]; was a tailor 
by trade and arrived by bet Wapen van Noorwegen. accompanied by his 
yoimg son, for whom the patrnon paid one year's board to the Orphan 
Masters at Fdnm. April 30. 1648, the court of the colonv granted th« 
petition of Jan Verbecck and Jan Michiclsz to exercise their trade as 
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tailors, with one helper, to the exclusion of all others. In 165 1, Jati Michielsz 
built a small house in the village and agreed to pay eight b^ivers a year 

for ground rent and the right to exercise his trade. 

Rijck (Rijckert) Rutgersz; was engaged for six years, beginning Aug. 
16, 16^8, at waj^es of fi2o a year. From 1640 to 1644, he served under 
Teunis Dircksz van Vechten, with whcmi iic would seem to liavc conic on 
het Wapcn van Xoorwcgen. He leased Bethlehem's Island, Nov, 29, 1648, 
for the term of six years, but left the island, March 17. 1C50, perhaps as 
the result of a quarrel with Qiristoffel Davids, who struck him on the 
head with a club on March 3, 165a* Jan Reyersz, from Houten, succeeded 
him on the farm. 

Abraham Stevensz, in the earliest accounts referred to ns Abraham 
Stcvensz Jongcn (the boy), later as Abraham Sicvcnsz CroacI (the Croa- 
tian), and in 1650 as Abraham Stcvensz d Capctcijn (tlie captain) ; he is 
credited with six years' wages from Aug. 14, 1638, two years at fjo a year, 
two years at f^o a year, and two years at fso a year; for a% years he 
served under Teunis Dircksz van Vechten. In 1646, he is referred to as 
maet (pnrtnrr) of Clacs Teunisz, alias Uylcnspietjel. Abraham Stevensz 
leased the V'alcxje or maiVeland, behin.l the farm of Brocr Cornclis, F«>b. 
3, 1650, at an annual rent of one and a half beavers, taking upon himself 
all expenses ; at Easter 1654, he turned the lease over to Barent Pictersz. 

Tennis Dirckts van Vechten, presumably from Vechten, a small vil« 
lage near Utrecht; arrived with his wife, one child and two servants by 
het Wapen van Noorwegen, in 1638^ but appears as early as July 20, 1632, 
ns farmer on Picter Bijlvelt's farm at the Manhatans. Tie is occasionally 
referred to as Teunis Dirchsrii Pocntic. lie worked in i6.^8 and i^.^o as 
a farm lab(»rcr, but from 1640 to if/).v and perhaps later, occupied a farm 
at the south end of Greenbush, adjoining the farm at one time occupied 
1^ Teunis Comelisz van Vechten and later by Comelis Hendricksz van 
Nes. He had in 1648 and 1649 a half interest in the colony's brewery, in 
Greenbush, which was offered for sale on March 7, 1650. In Feb. 1651, he 
was prosecuted for calling Director van Slichtenhorst, in the presence of 
many people, ern ouxvdc qracu-.vr dicf rn schelm (an old qray thief and a 
rascal) : f"r calling Doniine .Megapolensjs an informer ami tluealeninK to 
stab him with a knife; for selling his wheat at fii a mudde, contrary to 
the orders of the patroon; for ordering Willem Mcnten four times during 
the night of Sept. 18, 164S, to lire oflF a musket in the brewery, thereby 
causing Monsr. Labatie and some soldiers of the fort to cross the river; 
for railing Teunis Cornelisz a thief and a rascal and striking him on the 
head for havinp leased the six morgens of his. Tetmis Dircksz'. farm which 
the authorities of the colony had rcsi-rvt-d ; for flighting with Picter llart- 
Rcrs and Abraham Staas; and for letting two horses stand in front of 
Jan Verbceck's house, in severely cold weather, without cover or food. 

Christoffel Davids, also referred to as Kit davitss; according to his own 

statement, he was bom in England and on Sept. 3. 1658, was 42 years of 
age (Mortgages, A, p. g^. Albany county cm rk's office V Tie appears first 
in the colony in and between 1642 and 1647 is various times credited 

with tobacco furnished to Arent van Curler and Antony de Hoogcs. Till 
stubble time 1649. he was with Crijn Cornelisz in possession of six mor- 
gens of land in Greenbush, and July 22, 1630, he leased the Dominees 
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Hoeck, on the west side of the river, c^iposite Papscanee Island, for six 
years, nt an annual rent of fso, in addition to tithes, CliristofTcl Davids to 
build his own house and fences and the pntroon to furnish thf live >t«xk. 
March ,\. 1^30, an ao'ioti was hronc'ht ai;aiii>t him for •-•viking Rijck Rnt- 
t^crs/ on Uu- hcuii, for beating his servant anU fur wuuuUing Jan DircksA 
from Bremen. 

1639 

By de Licfde 

Sailed from the Texel September 25, i638;armvrf atNcw Amster^ 

dam, December 27, 1638 

WiUcm Juriftensz, commonly referred to as tVillem Jeuriaenss Backer 
(the baker), once, in 1646^ as fVillem Jeuriaenss, alias Capitaijn, and again, 
in 1650, as Capitcijn (captain). He made a contract with Kiliaen van 
Rensselaer, May 7. i6.j8. ami sailed by "the ship of the West India Com- 
pany," prestmiahly de Liofilc. He is credited from ahrmt 1641 to Oct 8. 
i(i_l7. witli wall's earned hy hakiuR on the farms of Symon Walichs/ and 
(jcrrit dc Reux and on the farm called tie V'lackte; also, in K'm.?. with 
boards furnished to various farmers, apparently from the sawmill of Cars- 
ten Carstensz, in which he may have had an interest. At first he probably 
worked with Harry Albertsz, baker, who sailed for Holland about April 
1641. Willem Juriacns/ was sentenced to banishment from the colony for 
various mis<leeds on Feb. 4. 1^)44. and a^ain on Aup. 2Q. 1647. for attacking 
.le Hooves with a ktiife. Init in each c.ise respite was prantod on condi- 
tion that he refrain from molesting peo]»le. In i'^5o new charges were 
hrouirbt against him ami July 18, 1650, he was once more sentenced to 
banishment from the colony, the court resolving July 27, 1650. that he he 
brought in irons on board the yacht of Rutger Jacobsz and taken to the 
Mnnhatans. Aug. 4. 1650. he was released to settle his affairs, on promise 
that he woidd cnir"^' with the last sentence, but whether on account of his 
old n^e Cin 1650 lie is described as fully 70 years of apcV or for other rea- 
sons, nothing more seems to have been flone in the matter. Nov. .^o. 1651. 
Willem Juriaensz declared that he refused to fulfd his contract with Jan 
van Hocsen, dated Jan. .^o, 1650, and Jan. 18, 1652. the court gave Jan van 
Hoesen permission to occupy the erf (lot. or bakery) of Willem Juriaensr. 
on condition that the latter be allowed to dwell in his house as long as he 
lived oite de gclcffcnhnjt prcscutrrrt (nr an opportunity for removintr to 
another place pre<tcnted itself). Cf. O'C^lIaghan, History of New Nether- 
land. 1 :437-3R. 



Jacob Aertsz (Arentsz), from Utrecht: referred to as Jacob Aertss 

JVaffenaer, and also ns Jncnh Adriacuss IVofltviarr (the wagoner") : sailed 
on flen rnlmer Sloutel. Dec. 16^7. at the aue of 2;. as farm servant for Al- 
bert .\ndric>7. lie serve<l for I't years at the Manbafans and June 26. 
^f>^<). bej/an his service in the colonv. for the term of six years, at waees 
ranRim; from foo to fiao a year. Tie is cliarffed in the account.s with stm- 
plies fumishefl by Albert Andriesz, but is entered as servant of Comelis 
Maescn. April 2, 1648, the court ordered him to ser^-e Evert Pels for one 
year, so as to complete his term. Feb. 23, 1649, he appeared before the 
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court on the charge of having the preceding day, with Jacob Adriaensz 
Raodemaecker (wheelwright) and liarmen Bastiaensz, prevented Director 
van Slichtenhorst from arresting Jacob Toenijs, servant of Jan Verbeeck, 
in the (Jreenen Bos. 

By deti Harinck 

Sailed from the Texcl in May 1639; arrived at New Amsterdam, 

July 7, 1639 

Jan Cornelits, tobacco planter and carpenter, probably from Leyden; 
sailed by den Harinck in 1639; he is usually referred to as Jan Comeliss 

Timmerman and appears to have been a master carpenter who had other 
carpenters in the colony in his iipploy. July 18, 1641, the patroon designates 
him as ihe person who may build the proposo.l church. Ill's account runs 
fritni to i<)47. Ju if>4<) he ofTcrid to rtpair the niil! danj on liic fifth 

creek lor £550, but liis bid was thought too high and rejected. 

Sander Lecndeitis Qlen; sailed with his wife, Catalijn Donckesz, by 
den Harinck, in 1639. March 11, 1649, th^ acknowledged their signatures 
to contracts of March aS, 1639^ and Feb. 33, 1645, and stated that they sailed 
the two yachts of the patroon from 1641, for three years, "but not when 
they tapped li^^uor." The nature of the two contracts is not disclosed. 
SantKr Ix-'cndertsz is credited with wine and beer furnished between 1644 
and 1646, and charged with f32 a year frt)m 1647 to i()52, for ground rent 
and the right to trade with the Indians. Aug. 2, 1649, Director van Slich- 
tenhorst notified Sander Leendertsz and other skippers not to transport 
colonists to the Manhatans without his consent 

Andries Hendrickaa; arrived by den Harinck and served t" r four years, 
b< uimiiif.: \uf^. 14. i''i.^o. under Cornelis 'I'eunisz, from UreuckeK 11. 

Marten Hcndricksz, from 1 lamelw.u rdt [ namelvvorden. near I'reiburj^ 
on the b'lbe. Hanover] ; came on den Ihiriiick and was eii^ra^ed lor six years 
as farm lumd at fioo a year, be^iiming Aug. 14. lOjy. He was for three 
years and 8^ months employed by Michiel Jansz, and for two years and 
3}/^ months by Cornelis Teunisz, from Breuckelen. From Nov. i, 1645. 
to March 1, 1646, he was in the service of Antony de Hooges. He is 
credited with 26 weeks* board of Hans Vos. the court messenger, and in 
165 1 appears to have had an interest in tlie Itrewery, with I" vert Pels. 
In 1657. In- is referred to as Martin tic bivr i'riiakrr and Marten dc 
bierkrackt'r. He is periiaps the same person as Marten Uiiniraksz I'cr- 
beeck, who on Feb. i, 1652, obtained a lot next to Jacob Simonsz Klomp, 
the rent to commence Easter 1653. 

Barent Piet«ras Koijemans {Coeymana]; came by den Harinck and 
was engaged for six \ear<. lR*ginning Aug. 14, 1639, at f.p a year for the 
first two years, f40 for the next two years nml f5o for the last two years. 
He worketl for four years under I'ie'.er Cornehs/. the niilhvri^ht. an 1 
is in the .iccomils referred to as the latters iontjlun (l»oy>. I.arly in 
Oct. 1645, liaient Pietersz and Jan Gerritsz entered into an agreement 
with de Honges for sawing boards at the patroon's mill on the fifth creek ; 
Oct. IT, 1646. the agreement was canceled and a new one entered into 
whereby the tv.'o men jointly t'>«»k charge of the sawmill, and Jan Gerritsz 
alone of "both the mills " fsawmill and grist-mill ?1, the contract to last 
till the end of Jan Gerritsz' term of service. May 18, 1648, [perhaps the 
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date of Jan Gerritsz' death], Barent Pietersz and Rutger Jacobsz leased 
the sawmill and grist-mill on the fifth creek, at an annual rent of fssa 
From Dec. 14, 164^ to Dec. 14, 1654, the same men arc charged with £125 
a year for water rights of a sawmill on the fifth creek, which Rutger 
Jacobsz took over from AnJries de Vos. Dec. 14, 1654, the same water 
rights wore leased to Barciit Pietersz and Tcunis Cornelisz Spitsenberch 
for fiso a year, and Aug. 3, 1656, the two men obtained permission to 
erect a third mill on the fifth creek for which they are charged f 100 a year, 
from Aug. i. 1657. After 1645, Barent Pietersz is sometimes referred to 
as Barent dc Molenacr (the miller). Jan. 10, 1651. he is called swoegtr 
fhrother in law) of Andrics vie Vos. A brother by the name of Lncas 
Pietersz is mentioned in the court proceedings in 1650. 



Harry (Hendrick) Albertas* from London, baker; his first accounts in 
the colony run from 16^9 to April 2, 1641. He then left for Holland and 
in June l642» at the a^c of .'9 years, returned to the colony, on den 
Houttuyn, accompanied by his wife Geertniyt Dries, from Doesburch, 
Tin the i>rovince of Cleldcrlandl. June 7, 1642, he signed a contract with 
the jviirooii for the place of ferrymaster. He died before .April 11, 1650, 
wlien the land formerly occupied by him was leased to Thomas Jansz. He 
was succeeded as ferrymaster by Jacob Jansz Stol. 

Reyer Stoffelas, smith; was at New Amsterdam in 1638 and succeeded 
Burger Jorisz as smith of Rensselaerswyck on Aug. 18, 1639. He does 
not appear in the colony after 1647. 

1640 

By den Watcrhondt 
Sailed front the Te.vel in June or July 1640 
Gijsje Berents [Barents], wife of I'itter Jacobs/.; is charged with board 
on den W atcrhondt in 1O40, and credited with 28 days' work done by her 
husband on the house of Arent van Curler. It is not unlikely that her 
husband was the same person as Pieter Jacobsz, constapel of Fort Orange, 
who on April 15, 1652, b> order of Johannes Dyckroan tore van SlidH 
tenhorst's proclamation from the house of Gijsbert Cornelisz, the tavern 
keeper. 

Adriaen Teunisz van der Bilt; was engaged for six years, beginning 
.Sci)t. 24, 1O4U, three years at fyo a year and three years at fioo a year. 
He probably came by den Watcrhondt, as farm laborer for Symon VValichsz. 
It is uncertain whether the words van der Bilt, represent a family name, 
or have reference to the village of de Bilt, near Utrecht, as Adriaen 
Teunisz* place of origin. If used as a family name, it is i>robable that 
Adriaen Tcuuisz ran drr Bilt was the same person as Arijen Teuniss van 
Luijtcn I from Luytcn-Ambacht, in North Brabant], who is charged with 
supplies in 1642. 

Gcrritje Branto \ Brant Peelcn van Nykerck. They came 

by den Watcrhondt. 

Cornells Cornelisz, from Schoendcrwoerdt (Schoonrewoerd, in the 
province of South Holland] ; served as farm laborer for six years, begin- 
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iiing Sept 4, 1640^ at wages ranging from fSo to fioo a year. Me is prob- 
ably the same person as Cornells Vos, and Cornclis Corncltsz alias V'osjc, 
who appears in the account books from ib\2 to 1657. Jan. ^j, 1049, Cornells 
gen* vossyen (Cornells, called vossgcnj leases a farm adjoining Keni 
Jansz, the smith, on the north. 

Jan Coraeliss, from Houten, [near Utrecht]; was engaged as farm 
hand for six years; three years at fioo a year and three years at fiio a 
year, his wages beginning Sept. 4, 1640. I-^or the first year and eight months 
be was in tbe service of Symon W'alichsz; tbe rest of his term he was 
in the service uf Crijn Cornelisz, from llouten. He was prubably a brother 
ut Crijn Corneh>-/ an<J WDuld seem to lune c<»me with him on den Waler- 
liondt, in con)pany with Cornclis Crijntii and Jan Crijnen. 

Cornelia Crijnen (Krijnen, Quirijnen), from Houten, (near Utrecht]; 
is charged with board on den Watcrhondt and credited with wages for 
mason's work on cellar of Doniine McKapoIensis and for spading of gar- 
<ltiis. \\v was probably a son of Crijn Cornelis/, from Houten, whose 
surety he Ijecauic July 7, 1646. (.)ct. 13, 1648, he was forbidden to leave 
the ci'lnny witliout furnisliin'^ two sureties f'>r the payment of certain 
amounts owed by him, and April 29, i()49, be is referred lo as having left 
the colony. 

Jan Crijnen (Krijnen), from Houten» [near Utrecht]. Before Sept 6, 

1642, be was for a year and six months in tbe service of Symon Walichsz; 
after that date he appears to l:avc been in the sorvice of Crijn Cornelisz, 
from Iloutcn. He was probably the latter's son and may have arrived with 

Cornclis Crijnen by den Watcrhondt. 

Claes Gcrritsz, from Schoennerwoorde [Schoonrewoerd, in tbe prov- 
ince of South Holland] ; was engaged as farm laborer May 26, 1640, for 
six years* three years at fioo a year and three years at fiio a year. His 
wages in the colony began Sept 24, x64a He was at different times em- 
ployed by Brant Peelcn, Michiel Jansz, Cornells Teunisz, from Bi > lu lcclen, 
and on the farm called dc Vlackte. In 1648, be was prosecuted by Di- 
rector van Slichtcnhorst for selling aniiiiuiii;ii ui and bartering skins, contrary 
to his contract. Claes Gerrits/ claimed that \an Curler gave bim permis- 
sion to trade and the case dragged along till Nov. 10, 1C51, when it was 
settled by arbitration. 

Nija Jacobas; was engaged for six years, as farm hand, at wages 
ranging from f20 to f40 a year. His term of service began Sept. 4, 16140k 
and his board is char^'cd to Crijn Cornelisz, from Houten; he doubtless came 
witli tlie hitler on den W'atcrhoudt. 

Teunis Jacobsz, fr(»ni Si In Munlerwoert [Schuonrewtferd, in tbe province 
of South Holland] ; in one instance referred lo as 'J urnis Rut Jacobsz broeder 
(Tuenis, the brother of Rutger Jacobsz) ; was engaged as farm hand for 
the term of six years, beginning Sept. 4, 1640; three years at fgo a year and 
three years at fioo a year. He served apparently first under Symon Walichsz 
and then tmder Coniclis Teunisp!, from Breuckelcn. He probably came by 
den W'aterbondt, IVom 1630 to 1(152 be is charge. 1 with fif) a year for a 
house lot. He married .'Xpril ly, 1650, at New Amsterdam, Sara Denijs, 
from England. 

Jan Reyersz, from Houten, [near Utrecht]; was engaged for six years» 
beginning Sept 4, 1640, at wages of fio5 a year for the first three years and 



Digitized by Google 



824 



NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 



of fii2 a year for the fast three years. He served for years under Cor- 
nells Mai^eJi and for the rest of his term un<kr Crijn Coriuli^/. tr.-m 
Houti'ti. .M:ir(.li 17. be to<ik over fr<»!ii Kijck Rut^crsz the lease of 

t5ctlilLlieiii'> l>l;mtl, wliicli was renewed »>n l«"eb. 15, 1O53, for eight years, at 
a yearly rent «>f fjjo and f^5 f<.r titlies. 

Dirck Teunisz, son oi Tenuis Dircksz van Vecliten; came by den 
Waterhondt 



Gerrit Janas, from Haerlem; also referred to as Gerrit Jansen Cuypcr 
and C.crrit Janss Kttijper (the cooper) ; seems to have done cooper's work 

in the cdoity :i< early as 16^0. and is memioned in ilie court proceedings 
inider vlate of jnly 16. ifqS. May 4, 1647. .\nt<Miy de Hooves savo liini a 
Iironiissorv 11. .ti for i_'S. ht ini^ the Iwilatice of money Jue to him for 'Utuclcn 
Vitni inSihut (liriuKini- the or(hiance). 

Cornells Spierinck; charged witli supplies in 1642 and 1643 and credited 
with ft07:i5:8 for copying and other work in the service of Arent van Cur- 
ler, in the course of lyi years, previous to the arrival of Antony dc Mooges 
in the spring of 1642. 

164X 

By den Eyckenboom 
Sailed from Amsterdam, May 17, 1641 ; arrived at Neiv Amsterdam 

in August 1641 

Adriaen van der Donck, iruui Brctla, [in the province of North 
Brabant ] ; son of Cornelis van der Donck, who appears in New Nctherland 
in 1655. Adriaen van tier Donck was conmiissioned officer of justice, or 
sellout, of Rtnisselnerswyck, May i3f 1641, and sailed four days later by den 

I-'yckenboom. He occui'ir<l a farm on Cattle Inland till Jan. 17, 164^). when 
the house was destrove.l !•> lire and he and liis wife, tlie datJijhter t»f llic 
I\e\ . hraiieis l )otii,dity. temporarily ai ee])ted the hospitality of Antony de 
Uuoges. l eh. j.^, after a quarrel with de Ht)oj;es. lie left the lattcr s hmtse 
and moved to the fort {sec dc Hooges' account of the quarrel, O'Callaghan. 
History of Nctv Netberland, 1:469-70, erroneously attributed to van Curler, 
who was at the time in Holland). May 3. 1646, van der Donck was still 
in the coli.ny, Imt soon after he left and established a sawmill and planta- 
ti«>n on ilie Sacijh Li', in his colony of ("olendonck, in the ]ire>ent city of 
N'onki r<, fur which he !iad ohi;iiiie l a j^rant in r'>45. l»elore leavinj^ Riiis- 
- selaer--\vyek, he trans terre<l to C ornelis Severs/, van V'oorliout the remaiuinjtj 
three years' lea>e «>f his farm on Castle Island. He was succcedetl as 
officer by Nicolaes Coorn. Early in May 1646. in an account with Abraham 
Clcvk, de Hooves refers to van *lcr Donck as de Jonckcr, which is prob- 
ably the earliest mention of the title and wliicli may have reference to his 
havinj? recently hf^ome propriet<ir of a colony. Adriaen van der Donck 

died Ml 

Cornelis Hcndricksz van Nes (van Es) ; was in the colony in i<)4i. .iml 
prohaMy eanie with Andrics «le Vos, on den Eyckeuhooui. l'ri>ni 164J, he 
is charned with tithes of a farm at Uethlchem, which he seems to have oc- 
cupied till the fall of 1648. when van Slichtenhorst brought actions again.st 
him for calling him a liar and a cheat atyd for throwing oat straw on the 
dump heap out of spite against the director and to the detriment of the next 
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lessee. Ill Auril 1649, he tnadc preparatitms t<» leave the colony, hut f*>r <omc 
reason .s(ayr<l and Aufi. -?5. 1O50, he leaded, for eiglit years at f_'-'3 a \car, a 
farm in ( ircenlnish. fornKrly oeeupied liy l eunis C<>rnelis/. \an Vcchten. to- 
gether with six morgens of land belonging to the aUj«»ining farm of Teunis 
Dircksz van Vcchtetu Van Nes served as racts persoon (councilor) of Rcns- 
selaerswyck, at an annual salary of fso, from 1652 to 1658, and again in 
1660, i66t and 1663. lie lived with his wife Maijgcn I It ndricksen, at Vianen, 
province of S»n\\h Hollaml. in i^-'5, and ownevl l.in<l at Seherpcrswyck, 
near l,eks!nnnd. in the nei^liln »rhoi >i| of N'iatien. a«« latt- i''*!. 

Andries de Vos; \va> a ear] i ntvr by trade ami >ailcd by don I'yeken- 
ht oni in May 1641. lie tnTcupied a farm [at Beihlelicni ? | from ib^j and in 
Oct 1648 is referred to as gerechts pvrsoon (member of the court). Jan. 
21, 1649, the court of the colony decided that he must pay f62:io a year for 
the patroon's rights of the mill at Bethlehem. Oct. 18, 1650, he entered into 
an agreement to h s :he creek sonth of Thomas Chambers' farm for six 
years at an atnnial rent of f/S and to erect thereon a saw- and i:rist-mtll, 
bnt I'M". Hi, 1651, he was nhastd from l-.i-; ol>li)4atioii on ilic j^round of in- 
convenience, lie was a brother in law of liarenl Pieters/ Koijcmans. 

Hans Jansz Eencluys (een kltlijs, in Cluijs), by his mark well identified 

with Hans Jans/, fftm Rottrrdam; appears a* N'ew .Nmstvrdam in 1630 and 
seems to lia\ c brrii ni Renssclarrsw \ ok as l arly a^ Ilr was in July 

1^x48, preparatory to Slnyvesant s visU, employed with Jan Uircksz. from 
Bremen, to clean the colony's cannon, and in the spring of 1650 acted as 
interpreter for Jacob Jansz Flodder in buying land from the Indians. In 
1651 he operated a sawmill for Evert Pels, being under contract till May 
1652. Nov. 3, l6si, Hans Jansz and Crijn Cornelisz received permission to 
erect a sawmill on a creek on the west side of the river, a little north of 
BctTcii Island; Sept. 165^. H.ins Jans/ and .\I»rahain rMctcrs/ V'osbmvh 
rtbtained a ha^e of the water power on the creek sonth of the farm i f 
Jan Harentsz Wcnip. 

1643 

B\ (h'li Coniiii k fhn iti 
Sailed from Amstcrdmn, July _>,^. i<')4i : an iird at Xcik.' Amsterdam, 

Xoi'cmhir 29, i^»4i 
Antony de Hoogcs; was enpaped as nnderbookkceper ami assistant 
to Arent van CnrKr, an! saiKd from the Te.Kel l>y den Conitick David, 
Jul> JO, 1641. He reached New Amsterdam Xov, jg, 1O41. but apparently 
did not arrive in the colony till April 10, 1642, being credited from that date 
till April 10, 1644. with a salary of fi50 a year. From van Curler's departure 
for Holland, in Oct. 1644* till van Slkrhtenhorst*s arrival on March ?2. 
164^. he was eiitrt!st .] with the business management of the colony; from 
the latter date- till liis drath. oti or ab-mt Oct. n. 1655. hv hchl tlic- offices 
of secretary and i/rconiinitfrr' dr. in l!ic accoinits. lu" is credited, from May 
It, lb52. to Oct. II, i()55. with a salary of fj(x) a year as secretary and for 
the same period with a salary of fioo as ficconuniilccrde, also with for 
salary as voorlecser (reader in the church) during two months and one 
week in 1653. In a petition for salary, March 27, 1648, he states that he hiw 
been for more than six years in the ^ir\ ice of the patroon and for fcf.r 
years has not received any salary ; that he has now been entrusted with a new 
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office without any mention of Stilary; and that he must have a house built 
inasmuch as the storehouse, assigned to him for a dwelling, has been turned 
into a church, lie married, in Oct. 1647, a daughter of Albert Andricsz, 
named Eva, who on Aug. 13, 1C57, became the wife of Rodof Swartwout 

Lucai &iiit (Smith, Smitt, Smtts), from Jehansberg [Johannisburg, 
in the district of Gumbtnnen, in East Prussia] : arrived at New Amsterdam, 
by den Coninck David, Nov. 39, 1641, and at once entered the service of 
Dominc Bogardus. Aug. 13, 1642. he crime to RfMissclacrswyck and from 
that date till May i, 1644, was employed at the patroon's house at wages of 
fioo a year. From May i, i(')44, to April 13, 1646, he served as a farm 
laborer on dc Vlacktc and also as a clerk, at a yearly salary of faoa He left 
the colony in 1646, with a testimonial of good conduct from Antony de 
Ho<ve8. 

Jan Teunisz, from Leydcn, carpenter; sailed by den Coninck David 
at the end of July 1641, but does not appear in the colony till 1643. He 

left prohnlily ahniit if'\j6. 

Jan Verbeeck. from Breda, [province of North Brabant], tailor; was 
to sail by den Coninck David with his wife, child and maid servant, but 
in the accounts of the colony is charged with passage of himself, wife and 
child only. His account begins in 1642; he probably spent the winter at 
the Manhatans. Oct. 22, 1648^ he was indebted to the amount of f737?j:8, 
which he promised to p.iv promptly in five instalments on condition that the 
first year, 1649-50, he sliould be free from ground rent for his lot in the 
bijccmvouitKjc (village). He failed to fiilt'tl hi=: agreement and accordini^ly 
is charged with an annual rent of f32 from 1649. His house stood in 
Greenbush and was in 1658 taken over by Jan Baptist van Rensselaer. 
April JO, 1648, the court of Rensselaerswyck granted the petition of Jan 
Verbeeck and Jan Michielsz for tl^ exclusive right to exercise their trade as 
tailors with one helper [Jacob Tcunisz], at wages of 36 stivers a day each, 
for themselves and 30 stivers a day for the helper. Jan Vcrhccck was ap- 
pointed Gcrcchis f'crsoon (member of the court) of Rensselaerswyck on 
Jan. 5. 165 1, and took the oath on Jan. 12th. 

Volckert Hanas, after 1651 usually referred to as Volckert Jansw, and 

still later as Volckert Jansz Dou-v. ITis name is first mentioned under 
date of April 27, 1642; in the harvest of 1647. he was employed on the 
Vlackte. I'rom 1647 to 1649, he and Jan Thoma-^/ are jointly charged 
with f32 a year for ground rent and the right to trade; from 1649 to 1652 
Volckert Jansz is charged with f32 a year for his place acnden berch (on 
the hill) on which he built a house. From May I, 1653, to May I, 1658, 
Picter Hart^ers, Volckert Jansz and Jan Thomasz are charged jointly 
with an annual rout of f56o for n farm on Papscanee Island, formerly 
occupied by Juriaen B( -1\al. \'<'lckert Jnns? and Tan Thomas bought this 
farm in 1658. for 950 licaxrrs or f;^^-*; and Oct. 12. 1^*04. Volckert Jansz 
settled his accomit for one half of the tithes till \(^. Jan. 24, 1664, the 
council of Rensselaerswyck passed a resolution annulling the purchase of 
land from the Indians, at Schodac, made by Volckert Jansz and Jan Thomasz 
without the consent of the colony. When notice of this resolution was 
served on them, they produced a patent from Stuyvesant, dated Nov. 3, 
T663. In i6sa Volckert Jansz accompanied Arent van Curler on an embassy 
to the Maquaes. 
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By den Houttuyn 
SaUed from the Texel in June 1642 ; arrived at New Amsterdam, 

August 4, 1642 

Hcndrick Andrieis (Drieu), from [Doestmrch, province of Gdderland] ; 
was the brother in law of Harry Albertsz and sailed with the latter on 
den Houttuyn, at the age of ai. He appears in the colony till 1651. 

Juriaen Bestval (Bestvall, Bestivall, Westval, Westvael, Westvaelt, van 

Westvaele), from Liiydcrdorp [Leiderdorp, near Leydcn]; came by den 
Houttuyn and drew wages in the colony from Aug. 13, 164J. In July 1644, 
he is referred to as servant of Michiel Jansz. Jan. 14, 1649, Juriaen Best- 
val and Jochem Kettelheym took over from Evert Pels the remaining term 
of the leaser till May i, 1653, of the farm formerly occupied by Symon 
Walichsz; Oct 8^ 1651, Jochem Kettelheym was released from his obligations 
and Juriaen Bestval became solely responsible. This farm was on Papscanee 
Island and was leased from May i, 1653, to May i, i6s8» by Picter Hartgers, 
and in 1658 sold to Volckcrt Jansz and Jan Thomasz. 

Johan Carstensz, from Barlt, [in the province of Schlcswig-Holstcin, 
Prussia] ; came by den Houttuyn and drew wages in the c(»lony from Aug. 
13, 1642. In July 1644, he appears as servant of Michiel Jansz. 

Jan Hdmis (Hdms, Heknsen, Helmichien, Helmea, Helmetsen), from 
Barlt, .[in the province of Schleswig-Holstein, Prussia]; also referred to 
as Jan Hclmscn alias Jan de Bock; came by den Houttuyn and drew wages 
in the colony from Aug. 13, 1642. From about 1650 to 1658, he is charged 
with an annual rent of f445 for a farm at Bethlehem which he appears 
to have taken over from Jan Dircksz, from Bremen. 

Claes Jansz, from Waelwijck, [about 14 miles west of Bois-le-Duc, in 
the province of North Brabant] ; came by den Houttuyn in 1642 and was 
still in the colony in idAf^ 

Psoitis Jams, from Geertruydenbergh, fin the province of North 
Brabant] ; came by den Houttuyn and appears in the accounts as jongen 
(boy) of Adriaen van der Donck, wages beginning Aug. 13. 1642. 

Jochem Kettelheym (Kettelhuyn, Kettelheun, Kuttelheijm, Kuttelhuijn, 
Cuttelhuyn) ;camc by den IToiitiuyn and served in the colony from Aug. 
13, 1642, under Andries dc Vos. From Sept. 20, 1646, to April 20. 1648, ^ " 
he was employed on dc Vlackte, at wages of fi20 a year. Jan. 14, 1649, 
Jochem Kettelheym and Juriaen Bestval took over from Evert Pels the lease 
of the farm formerly occupied by Symon Walichsz, till the expiration of said 
lease on May i, 1653, at an annual rent of £560, but Oct. 8, 1651, Kettelheym 
was released from his obligations and Bestval became solely responsible. 
According to O'Callai^hnn, History of Nrzti Ncihcrland. 1:451, Jochem Ket- 
telheym came from Crcmyn [Ivreiiuiiin, near Sfettin, Pomeranial. 

♦Comelis Lambertsz, from Doorn, [near Utrecht]; is given among 
those who were to sail with Domine Megapolensis on den Houttuyn in 
June 1642, but his name does not appear in the records of the colony. He 
probably remained at the Manhatans and soon thereafter died, as in the 
marriage records of the Reformed Dutch church of New York, uikI< r date 
of Sept. 4. t64{, is found the mnrri.ngc of Wilhclm Brcdenbcnt and Acltjc 
Braconie, widow of Corn. Lamberts. 
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Johannes Megapolensit, formerly minister at Schoorl and Bergen, 
[near Alkniaar. in the province of North Holland) ; entered into a contract 
with Kiliaen van Rensselaer, April 6, 1642, to serve as preacher in the 
rMl miy for tin*- periiul df six years, at an annual salary of fi(HK> f<"r the 
first three years aixl <>f fuoo for the last three years. He saile.l with his 
wife and tour chihlren by deii lioiittuyn in June 164J and served as pas- 
tor of the colony from Aug. ij, 1(142, till the summer of i()49. For the 
entire period of his residence in the colony he appears to have lived in the 
ijri tH'H bosch (pine woods), on the east side of the river, and it is there, 
in hi^ I uii house, thai religious services were held till some time between 
164(1 and i()4S. when the ' palroon's storelioitse near hort Oranije was 
a<lai)ted to a ehureh. Vhc real naiue of M eyapoleu'^is was j)rohahly Civoot- 
Sladt; Kieft, in a letter of Sept. ii, lO+j, refers to him as JtK yroolstcdius, 
and references are found in accounts kept by Jcremias van Rensselaer in 1656 
to a surgeon by the name of Mr. johannes grootstadt who was not unlikely 
the son of Domine Megapolonsis. 

Juriaen Pauwelsen (Pouwelsen. Pauwes/. Ponlisz).- frcmi Sleswyck 
iSchleswiKl; came hy den Houttu\ti and hcyan his service in the colony 
on Aug. i.^, 1O4J. lie is referred to as Jcuruun I'oulisz Jonycn (iHjy), and 
in July 1644, as the servant of Michiel Jansz. He does not appear in the 
accounts after 16114. 

Evert Pels, from Statijn, or Steltijn [Stettin, Pomerania] ; was en- 
gajjed as hrewer for tin- term of six years. June 5. 1642. and sailed the same 
year hy den lloiutnyn with Iiis wife and servant, heh. jH, 1647. he leased 
the farm formerly occupied hy Symou Walich.s/., on Papscaucc Island for 
six years, at f56o a year, but after building a new house and barns trans- 
ferred the lease to Juriaen Rcstval and Jochem Kettelheym, Jan. 14. 1649, 
and turned the pri>perty over on March 25, 1649. Nov. 18, 1649, he leased, 
• j"intl\ w ith W illnn l-'rederiol^/ (r.ouf) the farm formerly oecupied l>y 
C rijn Cornelis/, in CJreenhush, for which he is charged in tlie acc«nuus with 
an annual rent of f4oo, irom May 1, 1649 till iO(H wlien he moved to the 
Esopus ; the same day they also leased the saw- and grist-miU in Grceiihush, 
formerly occupied by Jacob Jansz Plodder, for which he is charged with an 
annual rent of fi25, from May I, l(i49, till May I, 1658. 

Abraham Staas (Staes, Staet, Staets), from Amsterdam. sur^etMi; 
entered iiitu a (oiitr.,«t with Kiliaen v;m Rensselaer. I'eh. 1. iC^^j. to sail 
to tlie colony with his wife Trijntje Juchims and one servatit. and to 
practice as surgeon for the period of six years from the date of his ar- 
rival, to the exclusion of all others, lie sailed by den Houttuyn whh one 
servant, but apparently without his wife. In the contract his age is given 
as 24; that of his wife as 19 years. Staas is credite<l in the accounts with 
various sni)plies furui^htd hy him hiMween !(>.}_» and 1648. ittdieatinjr that 
he was eiimaKed in Inisiness besides practicing as a surgeon; also with f.^o 
for salary as surgeon from Nov. 16, 1645, to Nov. 16, 1646; with f6o for 
salary as sui^eon and work on dc Vlackte till Nov. 1647; and with fao for 
.•salary as surgeon till March ao, 1648. He is further credited with fs8:6 
for salary as Raets/^rrsoon (councilor), from Feb. 5. 1643, lo April 10, 
1644. and with f40o for salary as Prrsidrrrcndt^ (presiding officer of the 
council) from April 10, 1644. to ,\|)ril to, 1648. Sept. 9, i((49, Abraham 
Staas »)bt.iined a lot in the hycenwoonitujc (village), near the first creek. 
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on the terms of the freemen. In 1658, he owned a yacht and is referred 
to as Capt. Staes, 

Hans VoSy from Baeden [Baden, Germany]; was engaged for six 

years, three years at £90 a year and three years at flOO a year. He sailed 
by dell Ilotittnyn ami hcKan his service in the colony on Aug. 13. 1642. 
Suuii after his arrival he was apinunlcd Ccrcchtsboodt' , or Siccboo, (c»'uri 
messenger;, for which in the accounts he is credited with an annual i>alary 
of f40 from Oct. 13, 1642, to May 13, 1648. In addition to this salary, he 
is credited with wages from Nov. 18, 1644, to May 1%, 1648, at fiio a year. 
Before Dec. 17, 1648, he entered into a contract to serve Pieter de Boer 
for four months, and Dec. 23, 1648, he was reengaged as court iin's>>fnger, 
for four months, at a salary equal to £50 a year and l>oard, u|)»iu condi- 
tion that he work two or three days each week for the director at fi a day 
and in the morning fetch water, chop wood and spade the garden; for 
work done for Pieter de Boer he was to receive pay according to contract 
and for work dom for others as much as he could get From Jan. i, 1650, 
to .\pril I, 1650, ll.iiis V'os served :is court messenger on a s.'ilary of fjo 
a iiioiuli. and one day's work a week for the patroon without further 
compensation. 



JoriB BorreUngen (Borlingen)» Englishman, servant of Crijn Cornelisz; 

is charged with supplies in 1642 and 1643. 

Willem Fredericksz, from Ltyden, I'rij Timmcrman (free carpenter); 
after 1651, commonly n fcrre.l to as IViUcm Fredericksz Bout, or lioudt; • - 
is first charged willi siiiiplics in 164J. Between 1646 and 1648, he is cre<lited 
with f8o *■ for making in the church a pulpit, the sounding board, a .seat 
for the magistrates, one ditto for the deacons, a window with two lights, 
closing up a window and [building] therein a small closet, [making! a rail 
near the pulpit, with a corner seat and 9 benches." By ilu- term "church" 
must be under slot k1 the patroon's storeliousc, near I'ort Orange, which 
accor«ling to de llooj^es' petition for an increase of salary, dated .March 
27, 1648, had been turned into a church. Between 1648 and 1651, Willem 
Fredericksz is charged with f 142:6 for passage of his wife an^ two chil- 
dren, as per account of Geertgen Mannix [Nannincks], showmg that he 
must ha\e married Ceertje Xanm'ncks slif)rfly after the death of her thir»l 
husband Clae*. Jati-/ Ru>t, the baker ( r/. petititJti of Pieter Wolphert>/. 
guardi.in of chiMreii of Claes Jans/. Xov. 30. 1648. \ .V .Col.Mss. 4:422). 
Nov. 18, 1649, Willem I'rcdcricksz and Evert I'els jointly leased the farm 
formerly occupied by Crijn Cornelisz and the mill formerly leased by 
Jacob Jansz Flodder. From 1650 to 165a Willem Fredericksz is charged 
with an annual rent of fi6 for a hofstecde (house lot) on which he had 
built a house. 

Andries Herbertsz (Herbert, Herberts, Herpertsz), referred to as 
Audries Ilcrbi'vtsz alias Coiisiapt'l, .Indries Conslaf>cl and in one instance 
as dt' Coiistapcl vaitdc Vurblaes (the gunner of the vuurblaas, a kind of 
frigate, built of fir or spruce, fonnerly used in Sweden). He was ap- 
parently not engaged for a definite term of years, but employed at different 
times to do garden work, cut and haul lumber, buihl fences, or work at 
the grist-mill. iKlueen ifi5o and he fiirnislicd the cohmy with brick 

and tiles from the kiln conveyed to him by Pieter Mcusz. June 2j, 1662. 
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* he was severely wounded in a tavern brawl by Seger Cornelisz, whom, in 
self dcleiibc, he mortally wounded with a knife. Andries Herbcrlsz died 
before Oct. 12, i602. His wife was Anucijc Juriacus, sister of Volkertje 
juriaeiu, the wile of Jan Franss^van Hoesen. 

Alberi Janaav from Amsterdam, carpenter; is charged with supplies 
in 1642, and on Aug. 7, 1644, credited with igyi days' wages at 16 stivers 
a (lay for work done at the house of Doiiiine Megapolensis. 

Claes Jansz, from Breda, [province of North BrabantJ; is charged with 
supplies in HJ42, and is referred to as a boy in the service of Adriaeu van 
der Dondc After van der Dond^s departure in 1646^ he was for one 

* year employed fay Comelis Segersz van Voorhout. He is perhaps the same 
person as Claes Jatuz Smith, who in Jvify 1647 importuned de llooges at 
the Manliatans for settlement of his account and who sailed for Holland 
by de Prinses, which was wrecked in Sept. 1647. 

Jacob Jansz, from Nuoi dstrandt, or Norslrandt [Nordstrand, an island 
off the coast of SchleswigJ ; appears first in'1642, when supplies furnished to 
him are charged to Cornelis Hendricksz van Nes. With others^ he took 
the oath of fealty, Nov. 28. 1651. 

Jan Pooy (Jehan Poeij); was furnished with supplies in 1642 and 1643 
and is referred to as Boetgesel van Rens'wyck, that is, sailor of the colony's 
yacht Rensselaerswyck. 

Claes Teunisz, referred to as Claes Teuniss alias Uylenspiegel and as 
Ches Teuniss Uylenspiegel (the wag, or joker) ; is credited with two years' 
wages in van Curler's time and with wages earned on de Vladct^ from April 
10^ x6iS, to the fall of 1646; also with wages of his partner Thomas de En- 
gelsinan ; and with various amounts for sweeping a chimney, finding horses, 
etc. Dec 17, 1648, he was prosecuted for driving his horse too fast. He 
took over the farm of Jan Andriesz, Dec. 21, 1649, and was ordered to 
vacate it Sept 9, 1650, for fathire to improve it satisfactorily. 

Tennis Tcunias, from Loenen, [province of Utrecht]; referred to as 
Tennis ds Metselaer (the mason) ; built a chimney in van der Donck's house 
perhaps as early as 1642. Jointly with Jan Gouw, he contracted to build 
a brick house for Jcremias van Rensselaer, Sept. 8, 1659. 

Claes Tijssen [Mathijsz]; is charged with supplies in 1642 and some 
time before 1648 appears to have been in the service of Evert Pels. June 
33, i6sa the court ordered Director van Slichtenhorst to pay figa due to 
Claes Tijssen for wages earned on de Vlackte. 

X643 

Lucas EUertu (Luycas Elbertsen) ; appears but once in the records of 
the colony, under date of May 29, 1643, when his accnunt is charged to 
Cornelis Teimis/, from Mecrkerck. He was in New Amsterdam in June 
1646 and in Bcvcrwyck in 1661. 

Jacob Jonasz; is charged under date of June 12, 1643, with 16 stivers 
and 4 pence for H yard of duffel. No other reference to him is found in 
tlic records of the colony. 

Wolf Nijssen (Wolphcrt Nys), from t'Stift, [bishopric of Utrecht]; 
hound himself at the Manhatans, Time 15, 1643, to serve Evert Pels and 
his wife in Rensselaerswyck for two years, at wages of £115 a year. After 
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the expiration of his term of service, he was eniplu>cd by de Hoogcs and 
others to sweep chimneys, cart hay, chop wood and do various other 
tasks. In 1646^ or 1647, he was executed for a crime which is not named 

in the records. 

Jan BarentS2 Wemp, nicknamed Pocst; appears to have been in the 
colony as early as 1O4J and for a time to have served under Cornclis 
i eunisz, from Brcuckelen. From April lo, 164S, to June 11, 1646, he had 
charge of the patroon's farm called de Vlackte and during that period is 
credited with wages at the rate of £300 a year» for the services of himself 
and his wife. He left de Vlackte June 11, 1646, on account of some spor- 
lingh met dc wilden (trouble with the Indians) and Aug. 13, 1646, agreed 
to take charge of the saw- and grist-mill on the fifth creek for the term of 
five years beginning July 25, 1646, at wages of fi3 a month and fioo a year 
for board. March 20, 1647, with Andrics llcrbcrtsz, he took a lease of land 
south of Jan Dircksz, from Bremen, and east of Albert Andriesz. along the 
creek of Castle Island and the mill [Normans) kill, for six years, at an 
annual rent of £275 from Nov. i, 1647. Andries Herbertsz, however, — 
changed his plans and Jan Barcntsz agreed to carry out the terms of the 
contract alone, lie rcniainrd in possession of this farm till Nov. I, 1654, 
when he tc>ok over the farm of ihomas Chambers, situated on the east 
side of the river on what later became known as the Poesten Kill Jan 
Barentsz obtained a lot adjoining the stockade and north of Thomas Jansa, 
Feb. X, 1652, the rent to begin at Easter 1653. In 1661, he owned a house 
which was leased by Jercmias van Rensselaer for the use of the schout, 
Gerard Swart. Jan Barentsz died between May 18 and June 28. 1663. His 
widow married Sweer Theunisz, from Velsen, luear ArnhemJ, who was 
engaged in Holland, Nov. 9, 1660, as a farm hand for Jan Barentsz. 

1644 

hct Wapcn ran Rcnssclacrsivyck 
Sailed from Anvstcrdam in Si'ptcmbcr 1643; arrived at New Am- 
sterdam in March 1644 

Jacob Adriaensz, generally referred to as Jacob Adriaenss Radcmaccker 
(wheelwright); probably the wluelwright from llilversuni, mentioned in the 
" Redress," of Sept. 5, 1643, as about to sail by het VVapen van Renssclaers- 
wyck. He is charged in the accounts with rent for a small piece of land op- 
posite the Mill Kill, seeded by him and Jacob Lambertsz in 1648 and also 
with rent, from 1650 to 1652^ at £32 a year, for a house lot, norUi of Arent ' 
Andriesz. where he was to exercise his trade. 

Claes Andriesz, from Hilversiim, [in the Gooi, or Gooiland, province 
of North Holland!; hence also called Claes Andriesz Gojcr; probably sailed 
on het Wapen van Rensselaerswyck, in Sept. 1643, and appears in March 
1650 as servant of Jan Barentsz Wemp. March ^ 1650, he is sentenced 
for various misdemeanors. 

Nicolaes Coom; was commissioned by the patroon as commander and 
eotnmis on Rensselacrssteyn, Aug. 26, 1643, and probably came by het Wapen 
van Rensselaerswyck. He succeeded Adriacn van der Donck as schout of 
the colony in the spring or stmimer of 1646 and apparently held that ofhee 
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till the arrival of Director van Slichtenhorst» March 22, 1648. In April 
1648, in answer to a petition which has not been preserved, the oonacil 

of the colony stated that his title was Officicr Luijtcthint and his salary 
a month; also that lie riiiglit style his tavern Sliidts 1 1 crbrnj an<l build on 
site requested, hut that ct»iisenl et»uld be ^iveti t'> grant any one exclusive 
right lo j>ell liquor. In lie is several times ortlercd to render accounts 

of goods consigned to him by the late iiatroon and Jan. jj, 1(149, he is sum- 
moned to appear before the court to prove tliat Hans Vos, the coart mes- 
senger, is an informer, or else to retract abusive language used in the 
tavern respecting Hans V'os and the council. He seems to have left the 
colony in 1649. July 25, 1647, he gave a ptjwer of attorney t > Claes Jausz 
CaltT to receive property left him by his deceased nidtlier Jaiiiieken Kas^crs, 
matron ot the hospital at Stecnbcrgen, [province of North iirabantl (M.Y. 
ColMss, a: 160). 

Jan Dirdcaz, from Bremen, [Germany] ; was commissioned skipper oC 

the colony's yacht Rens8elaer>\v\ek i ii \n^. js, i^43, when he would seem 
to have been in Amsterdam, though lie liad been in New Amsterdam as 
early as Aug. 4, lO^^^. J'rom Sept. 14, K'48, to stubble time 1649. he kcu- 
pied a farm at Uethlehem, which March i, 1650, was leased U> Jan flehiis, 
for f445 a year. In 165 u he was in Catskill and Feb. 20^ 1659, \ui conveyed 
his farm there to Eldcrt Gerbertsz Cruyf, in exchange for a house in 
Beverwyck. 

Jacob Lambertsz van Dorlandt; was prosecuted in April 1648 for 
womidiug I'auhis Jaiis/. Noorman, and in Hec. i(>48 for calling J»>chem Ket- 
Iclheyin an in t'« >rnier. lie is apparently the same person as Jacob Lamberts: 
Gojcr Urom Gooiland, province of North iiollanJ), who wa.s prosecuted in 
Jan. 1651 for insults offered to Director van Slichtenhorst, de Hoc^es and 
Hans Vos, in Greenbtish in Dec. 1650, and must probably also be identified 
with Jacob schocnmakcr (shoemaker), to whom Evert Pels paid f.20 wages 
in 1O49, and with the shoemaker from llilversmii, mentioned in the 
■■ Ridress " of .Sept. 5. i<>4,^. as about to sail by bet Wapen van Rens- 
selaer.^uyck. Jacob 1 .anil)ert s/, fr<>m lliherx.in. about 20 years of age. 
lestilied in regard to the burnmy of a hou>e at New Amsterdam, March y, 
1O44 {N.Y.ColMss, a:99). 

Jan Gerritsz, carpenter; is credited, under date of 1646, with \% years' 
wages at fgo a year, from March 26, 1^44. to Sept. 26, 164S; with wages at 
fr6 a month at the mill on the titth creek, from Sejit. 2(\, 1645, to .Aug. 26, 
i()4h; nnrl. jf'iintly with I'.arent I'i. ters/. with sawing of 2f>89 boards, at j| 
slivers a cut, the last item presmnalily according to agreement of Oct. 1(145 
with de Hoogcs. Oct. 11, 1O46, Jan Gcrritss TimtHcrman and Bacrent 
Pieterss entered into a new agreement with dc Hooges whereby the first 
twp men jointly took charge of the sawmill, and Jan Gerritsz alone of 
"both the mills" [sawmill and grist-mill?!, at fu? a year for board and 3 
sli\ers per cut for sawing, the contract to la^^t till the end of Jan Herritsz' 
term of service. J.in (^errit>z probably .arrived on bet Wapen van Kens- 
selaerswyck and died before M.irch 17, 1650, perhaps as early as Dec 
14. 1648. 

Dirck Hendricku, from Hilversum, [in Gooiland, province of North 
Holland]; also referred to as Dirck dc Cojcr; was probably one of the 
four men from Hilversum mentioned in the "Redress" of Sept. 5, 1643, 
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as about to sail by hct Wapen van Rensselaerswyck. June S, 1649, he and 

Claes Andriesz, from Hilversum, were ordcrcil to complete the term of 
service for wliicli ttiey liad been engaged and June 14, 1649, Dirck Hen- 
dricksz was taken over by Christotfcl Davids. Abuut 1652 he was at CatskilL 

Jaa Huybertas, tailor; is charged with {50 for board on hefc Wapen 
van Renoelaerswyclc in 1643, and credited with £29 for a suit of clothes 
made for Pieter Wynkoop. 

Claes Comelisz van Voorhout, second son of Cornells Segersz van 1^ 
Voorhout; also called Claes Segersz, to distinguish him from Claes Cor- 
nelisz, the hrotl-.cr of Gijsbert Cornelisz, up den I loogenberch. He occupied 
a farm ou I'apscanee island from 1O48 to 1O58. 

Comdii Cornelin wi Voorhout, eldest son of Cornells Segerss van 

Voorhout; is charged from Jan. 31* 165^ to Jan. 31, 1658^ with an annual 
rent of fioo, apparently for six morgcns of land in Greenbush, formerly 
occupied by Christoffel Davids, which were leased to Teunis Dirckss van 
Vcchten, on Jan. 31, 1650, and w<-)uld seem to have lieen occupied by Cor- 
nelis Cornehsz alter that year, in Jan. 1651, he is sunuuoncd to appear 
before the court to answer various charges of assault and battery. This 
Comdis Cornelisz is probably the same person as s'o^ge Comeiis seegersen, 
and jonge kees, mentioned in various accounts in 1656 and 1^7. 

Comeiis Segersz (Zegersz) van Voorhout; in his contract with the 
patroon, Aug. 25, i^»43. riferrod to as Cornells Scucrtsen van cgmont. 
Voorhout is a small place near l.cyden ; I*'gniont lies near Alkmaar. He 
sailed by het Wapen van Rensselaer.->wyck with his wife, Urechtjc Jacobs, - 
45 years of age, and six children, Comeiis, 22; Gaes, ao; Seger, 14: • 
Lysbeth, 16; Jannetje^ 10; and Neeltje, 8 years of age. On his arrival in 
the colony, he entered upon the farm formerly occupied by Brant Peelen, 
deceased, wInVh was one of the two farms on Cas»le Island; in 1646, he 
took over from Adriacn van der Donck the ulhvr farm for the reinaiiiiiig 
three years of the lease, and thus came into possession of the entire island 
In an undated will, recorded between 1643 and 1G48, Comeiis Segersz and 
his wife declare that they possess nothing; that any property which they 
may .ncquire sliall go to the five children who live with them; and that the 
si.xth child, Lysbcth, who is married, and tlureforc does not assist them in 
the acquisition of property, shall receive as an acknowledgment one pound 
L'iemish. At the time the will appears to have been drawn, Lysbeth was 
married to Gijsbert Coroelisz, from Weesp, the tavern keeper. Shortly 
after his death, in 1653 or 1654, she married Francois Booa 

S^er Cornelias van Voorhout, third son of Coradis Segersz van Voor> 
hout and husband of Jannetje Teunis, daughter of Teunis Dircksz van 
Vechten. He died June 24, 1662, of a knife wound inflicted the day before 
at the tavern of Antlxjiiis Jansz by .Viulrirs Ilerberfsz Constapel, whom lie 
had severely wounded on the head with a piece of wood. 



Abraham Clock; was a carpenter and perhaps also a mason by trade 
and is credited in the accounts with various amounts for work done between 
1644 and 1646, notably on the house of Adriaen van der Donck on Castle 
Island, which burned down in Jan. i6|6. 

Gijsbert Comelisz, from Wccsp, [near Amsterdam]; commonly re- 
ferred to as Gijsbert Comelisz ufoertt or weert (tavern keeper). He appears 
S3 
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at New Amsterdam as early as June 1C39, and in 1646 is credited with wine 
and beer furnished at the departure of Arcnt van Curler, showing that be 
must liavc been ni the colony of Rensbelaerswyck in the fall of 1644. He is 
charged from 1O47 tu 1052 \mUi ij^ a year lor right ot the I'ur trade aud 
with f4u a year for license to sell liquor. He married Ljsbetfat the dau^ter 
« of Comelis Segersz van Voorhout, and died between Oct as, i^S3, and Aug. 
22, 1654. Aug. 24, 1654, Antony de Hooges gives a promissory note to 
Francois Boon, husband and guardian of Lysbeth Comelis, formerly widow 
of Gijsbcit Cornells: OuiCirkcrck, deceased, for wine and beer cunsumcd at 
public leasings of farnus, coninmnion >vrvice, in household of patroon, etc 
Uuwerkcrck, or UuUekerk, is a small place on the river Amstci, a fcw 
miles west of Weesp. 

Picter Hartgera (Hartgars, Hartgraa, Harties, Hartiena, Hertgera); 
signs his name Pietcr hartgerts. He is credited in the accounts with a 
salary of fi4 a month, from Nov. I, 16.^, to Feb. i, 1648, and during this 
period, which closely corresponds to that of van Curler's absence, appears 
to liave assisted de lluogcs in the management of the colony. From 1047 
to 1O52, he is charged with £32 a year for ground rent and the right to 
trade, and as early as 1646 he seems to have had a brewery. May 4, 164ft 
he and de Hooges leased for three years a garden between Fort Orange 
and the patroon's hof, where formerly the patroon's trading house stood, 
and a'loiu the same time Pieter Ilartgers agreed to pay an annual rent, 
beginning ii; 1O53, ol l>'ur l»eavers for a lot fur his nioiher in law Anndjen 
Doin'^ LAnnctje Jans, widow uf Doinine BogardusJ on which he built a 
house. From May i, 1O53, to May 1, 1O58, Pieter Hartgers, Volckert Jansi 
and Jan Thomasz were joint lessees of a farm on Papscanee Island, 
formerly occupied by Jurtacn Bestval. Pieier Hartgcrs was at Amsterdam 
Dec. 20, iu>o, and made an agreement with Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, 
reiiardiiiR tbe purchase of 30 pieces of duffel which were to be delivered to 
him on his rclurn to l-orl (grange. 

Mathijs Jansz; is credited in the accounts with wages for baking at 
the house of the patroon and with beer furnished between 1644 and 
He died before Oct. 13, 16.1& 

Jan Thomaaa; is first mentioned about 1(44, and in 1646 is referred 
to as ihe former servant nf Adriaen van dor DiMick. June ii, 1646. while 
du IIoMtirs was at tin- Maiilialan':, he wa> (.nuaged by I'icter Ilartgers as 
fanner un de Vlackie, in place of Jan Barenisz Wcmp, at yearly wages of 
f25o, cloth for a suit, one pair of shoes and two shirts. March 25, 1649^ 
Director van Slichtenhorst ended his contract. In 1648 he had a house built 
by Thomas Chambers am! from 1653 to 1658 he, Pieter Ilartgers and 
Volck ert Jans/ appear as Ics'-t'"-^ »>f the farm on Papscanee Island ff)rnirrly 
occniiied by Jiiri;uii Best\:d. Hi- b. iiLjIit tin's farm, j»»intly with \'<>lckert 
Jansz, in i(i5.S and ci tititnicd to pay tiilas till 16S4, from which date till 
]688 tithes were paid by his widow. With Volckert Jansz he obtained a 
patent for land at Schodac in 1663. 

Adriaen Willemaa; was sentenced to banishment from the colony, 
Aug. 13, 1644, for having stolen some beaver skins from the house of Arent 
van Curler. 
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Richard Briggom [Brigham?], Englishman; was employed by Antony 
. de Hooges, from 1645 to 16^, in chopping wood, cooking* spading and 
similar w rk. In 1646 his wages are cre(lited to Sander Leendertsz. 

Jacob Jansz Stol; signs himself Jacob Jans:: Uap: appears first in the 
accounts of the colony under date of 1645 and in that year furnished various 
Colonists with bhocs, stockings, shirts and other supplies, lie acted as 
skipper between Rensselaerswyck and New Amsterdam in July 1649, and 
soon after succeeded Harry Albertsz, from London, as ferrymaster of the 
colony. I-Vh. 15, 1652, he accompanied Johannes Dyckman in serving on the 
authorities of the colony an extract from t!ic resohitions of the director 
general and council of Jan. 2<), 1651. and a reply to the request for re^liln- 
tion of (he colony's cannon. In 1658, he lived at the Esopus where with 
Evert Pels he had bought land in 1654. 



Riitger Adriaensz, tailor, brother of Gijsbert Adriaensz, from Bunnick; 
apparently employed by Jan Micbielsz. He does not appear in records of 

the colony after Oct. 1651. 

Thonua Chambers (Chamber), carpenter; appears first in the accounts 
in 1646, in connection with building a kitchen anrl chimney at the house of 
])oniine Mei;;ipoIensis. Sept. 7, lO.jO, he enltrcl into an agreement about 
the lease of the land between the VVynants and Poesten Kills, in the souihcrn 
part of the present city of Troy, for the term of five years, from Nov. i, 
1647. He occupied this land till July 1654 and shortly after moved to the 
Esopus. Sept. 23, 1650, he was chosen to accompany Arent van Curler to 
the ^^aquacs to renew the forincr covenant of friendship. He was nicknamed 
^ Clabb:'rdt, a corruption of the English term clapIjoarJ, and may have iiUro- 
duccd into the colony the method of weatherboarding houses with clap- 
boards, which is not practiced in Holland. 

Barent Gerritas; worked, apparently in 1646, for seven and a half 
months on the farm called de Vlackte. 

Jacob Hevingh (Hevick); was employed on de Vlackte from the 
harvest of 164O till May i, 1647, and thereafter did a variety of work such 
as helping to erect a new barn, hauling lumljcr, carting hoi)s, etc. hVoni 
March 3, 1649, to 1655, he is charged with f^o a year for a house lot and 
garden opposite Castle Island. In Dec. 1(149 he was prosecuted for stealing 
some board;:. He owned a house and brexvhouse which about 1655 were 
sold at public aueM H and after passing thr r.L:!i several hands were bought 
on I'-'' 19, 1655, by Aclriaen Jansz, from l.eyden. 

Jan de Neger (the negro); is credited in i')i^> with advanced by 
him for clothes which he was to receive in the service of the patroon, an<l 
in 164O, or 1647, with fjS Foar dat hij hem haft Lactten gcbruijcken tot 
' scherp Rechter, ter exreutie van lustitie, over den misdadiger Wolf Nifssen 
(for having consented to act as executioner to carry out the sentence upon 
the criminal, Wolf Xijssen>. O'Callaghan. in his History of Xc-v AV//irr. 
land, 1:320 and 441, refers t" him as the "hangman" of the coUmy. The 
wording of the entry in the account clearly shows that no such office existed 
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and that the execution of Wolf Nijssen was an exceptional case, in which 

the nevrro was in«hjcc<l to serve. 

Jan Fransz van Hoesen (Hocscm); was apparently in the colony as 
early as 1646, and in 1648 helped to erect a new barn for Jan Barcntsz WViuj) 
By resolution of April i, 1650, a garden was assigned to him between the 
first and second creeks and Jan. 18^ 16521 he was given the use of the 
place of Willem Juriacnsz, the baker, on condition that he let said Willem 
stay it) his h<nist- "as long as he lives, or opportunity offers." His wife 
was V'l 'llvrrt jc Jiiriacns. 

Thomas Higgins (Higgens, Higges, Heggens), referred to as Thomas 
Higgins alias Compeer, tomas Compeer engelsman and Kleyne Thomas 
alias Compeer; worked on de Vlackte in 1617, and about the same time 
appears to have been in the cnn)l.iy of 'I'homas Chambers. About 1650 he 
seems to have mnvcd to Catskill. Ai»ril _'S, 1657. lie entered into a con- 
tract for the use of two h<ir>es, for the peiiod of six years. Perhaps he 
iu tlie same as Thomas dc Hinjclsuutn, wiio about 1G46 is referred to as maet 
(partner) of Claes Teunisz UyleimiuegeL 

Willem Leendertu, referred to as Willem Uenertss geelgieter, and 
Willem dc yecUjictter (the brass founder); is credited with fiso for wages 
earned on de Vhickte, fri>m July 1, 1647, to May i. i()4.S. and charge. 1 with 
^rain in and beer in 1O54. He may have been in the colony as early as 
1646. 

Canten Pieterti; came before 1646, being in that year referred to as 
the deceased maet (partner) of Jacob Hevick. 
Jan WiUemaz Sdmt (Schutfa); was a cooper by trade and appears 

first in the accoinits under date of 1646. 1 U- was to have sailed by den 
llarinck in Sept. id.v. hiil for sotue reason failed to go and hVans Alters/, 
the cooper, came in his stead. In 1657, appears at Bcverwyck Willem 
Jansz Scliut, alias Dommelaer (the dozer), who was probably a son of Jan 
Willemsz Schut. 

1647 

HarmenBastiansz; ai»pears first in the accounts of the colony in 1647, 
but was in New Neilierlaiul as early as Sej)!. 13, 1639, when with Evert 
Evcrtsz Bischop and Sibout Gaesz he leased a sawmill on Nooten Island, 
now Governor's Island. lie was a carpenter and with Dirck Jansz CCroonI, 
built a house in Bcverwyck on the site of the present NatKMal Commercial 
I'lank, which ho sociti^ t<> have occupied from 1650 to 1652 and which on 
Jan. J5. i(>^J. was transferred to the uaiue of Dirck Jansz. Feb. g, 1652, 
Director van SliclUenhor^t promised him indemnity for any loss he might 
incur by proceeding with the building of his house contrary to the orders 
of Johannes Dyckman. Harmcn Bastiaensz was in 1667 surveyor of 
Albany; Pearson and other writers refer to him as Harmen Bastiaensz 
Vi - 

Thomas Coningh (Coninck, Cuningh, Keuningh); is credited with ft4 
for seven days' service on tlie occa>ii»n of the wedding of Antony dc 
Hooges, in Oct. 1O47. and appears among those who look the oath of 
fealty, Nov. a8, 165 1. I'Vb. 19, 1655, he sold to Adriaen Jansz, from Leyden, 
li house, brewhouse. pigpen and fence, which he had acquired from 
Juriacn Teunisz on Feb. i, 1655, and which formerly belonged to Jacob 



Digitized by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIKIS 



Hcvick. March iS, 1649, Cornells Segcrsz engaged a boy of Thomas 
Cotiingh to help htm in the harvest. Thomas Coningh is douBtless the 
same per5on as tomas de Conine, who married Marritjcn Frans, from Beets, 
Fprovifice i>f I'Vicslanill. at New Amsterdam, Sept. 22, 1639. 

Simon de Groot; Ai ril 10, 1647, Jan Michielsz is croditmi witli fj8, 
paid to Simon dc (irnot for work done at tlic farm called de N'l.u-ktc. lie 
is pruhahly the same person as Symon Symonsz Groot, who went to the 
Esopus in 1662. 

Marten Harmenss; received a lot in the byeewwooninge (village) and 
agreed not to trade with private traders, Jan. 12, 165 1. He is perhaps the 
same person as Marten dc metseUter (the mason), who. is mentioned as 

early ;is May 25, 16^7. 

Claes Kalf [Claes Jansz Calif); a])pL:irs to have been in the colony 
about 1647, when de lioogcs charges his \n*y Mathacus with two pairs of 
shoes from Gaes Kalf. He was a son in law of Brant Peclen. 

1648 

Jan •Andrieas, from Dublin; testified Jan. 20, i()5i, as to the killing 
of a cow and a horse of Thomas Chambers by the Indians in 1648 and 

1C49. He received a lease of a new farm, to he established nortli of dc Stccnc 
hncck, for the term of 6 years, bcgitming Sept. t. 1640. but Dec. 21, 1649, 
the lease was transferred t'> Claes Tcnni--/. Tn li-; lived at Cat-^kill and 

Feb. 20, 1659, a farm at Calskill. sold Ity him to Jan Dircksz, from Bremen, 
was conveyed by the latter to Eldert Gerbcrtsz Cruyf. 

Gijsbert Cornelias, from Breuckelcn, [near Utrecht]; farmer on the 
farm called de Hoogeberch. hence frequently referred to as Gijsbert 
Cornells^ van dm I!oo<)cnbi-rch. o{> den Jfnoijt-iihrreh. or am dm Hcrch. 
\\v is cliartjed in the accounts ui ilie colony with an annual rent of fjoo 
from i()48 to id^^. and with an atmual rent of fjjo and tithes from May i, 
1653, to May I. 1075. 

Aert Jacobss; occupied, apparently as early as 1648, a farm at Beth- 
lehem which was destroyed by Are bcfwe May 1654. He then leased for 12 
years a farm in Greenbush, north of CorneHs llcndricksz van Nes. About 
he mo\ (■(! to the l'>oni"; 

Cornelis Jansz; is l'l^^t nitiitioned in the court reeor«ls under date of 
Sept. 9, 1648, in connection with the purchase of a nntsket belonging to the 
inventoried effects of the farm formerly used by Crijn Cornclisz. Aug. 2, 
1649, Director van Slichtcnhorst notified him an# other skippers not to 
transport coli mists out of tlie colony without his consent. 

Evert Jansz, tailor: Oct. i.^ 164S. the court of Reusselaerswyek ^'ranted 
Evert Jans: Clt'ermacckcr (tailor), livint: on tbe island of Maiihataus, per- 
mission to mo\e to the cnluny and lo exercise bis trade, on contlition tbat 
he build a house at his own expense. Nov. 7, 1651, he obtained a lot next 
to that of Abraham Ptetcrsz, opposite the garden of Sander Leendertsz, 
being lot N'o. 2. on condition thri' lu ■ n cr into a contract like other settlers 
an<l build a Ixaise at least two boards long. He was at New Amsterdam 
as early :is Feli. 

Jacob Jansz, from Stoutenburch, [near Amersfoort, in the province 
of Utrecht] ; is mentioned in the court proceedings as farmer on de Vlackte 
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under date of June 18, 1648, though Jan Ihuniasz' contract as farmer 
was not* ended by van Sltchtenhorst till March 25, 1649. May 5, 1649, 
he took over the lease of the farm on the terms granted to Arent van 
Curler, in Holland, Sept. 30, 1647, with property valued at fl426. 

Paulus Jansz, referred to as PauUis Jansz Noorman and Poulus de 
Nooruian; was wounded by Jacob Lambertsz van Dorlandt in 1648, and 
by Jacol) Ja!i«iz Floddcr in 1650. 

Picter Jansz, from Hoorn [province of North Holland] ; also referred to 
as Pieter Janss de Boer, and Pieter de Boer (the farmer) ; is first mentiomd 
tmder date of Dec. 17, 1648, when Hans Vos is ordered to serve him for 
four months according to contract He was still in Rensselaerswyck in 
1666. 

Jan Louwrensz. also referred to as Jan Louivrcnsz Appcl; appears first 
in the colony under date of Oct. 12, 1648, as surety for Michicl Jansz. It 
is not unlikely that he was a relative of Adriaen Jansz, from Leyden, 
alias AppeL 

• Geertje Nannincks (Mannix, Nanninx); came vnth her son and little 

daugh'cr by den Coninrk David, in 1641. She was the widow of^ Tjerck 
Ilendricksz and ninrriefl. Dec. 28. 1641. at New Amsterdam, Abel Reddcn- 
hasen; July 21, 1646, also at New Amsterdam, Claes Jansz Rust; and 
about 1648, apparently in the colony of Rensselaerswyck, Willem Fred- 

• crtcksz (Bout). She is charged in the accounts of the colony» under date 
of 1642, with f 142:6 for board of herself and two children <m den Coninck 
David, which amount is transferred to the account of her husband Willem 

• Froil' ri< k^z lief worn ^C<\^ nnd T651. 

Evert Nolden (Noldingh); received permission to establish himself 
as a schoolmaster by resolution of the. court of the colony of April 30, 1648. 
Nov. i6{» i65T» he was prosecuted for having crushed Adriaen Dircksz* 
nose with a pair of fire tongs. He seems to have left the colony in t66a 

Brant Acrtsz van Slichtenhorst, from Nykerck, [province of Gelder- 
land). AccmuHuit 1o ( VC.illafihaii, History of Nczv Ncllicrland, a :6g, van 
Slichtenhorst was appi'iuk-d director of the colony Nov. 10, 1646, and 
sailed wiih his family and servants for Virginia Sept. 26, 1647. The 
records of the colony show that he arrived March 22, 1648, and held the 
office of director till July 24, 1652, when he was succeeded by Jan Baptist 
van Rensselaer. Between June 20. 1^51. and July 24. 1652, van Slichtcn- 
linrst was tniist of the time at tlie Manhatans and J. H. van Rensselaer 
ae'< (I in his ■-lead. fiT tiii" fir^t two mniiths apparmtly in conjunction with 
Capt. Slijtcr. April 4, 1650, dc lioogcs complained to the council that 
Director van Slichtenhorst had thus far rendered no accounts. The director 
replied that hy xvel wal snuxvde ontfangm dan dot het Antonij de Hoogts 
heeft ot<icsnapt ('lia( he would Imw received something if Antonij de 
TIooRcs had not pobbkd it up). \ ;ni Sliehtenhorst was Still in the colony 
in Tnlv If'--; and lived in lli lland in K^Mt. 

Pieter Teunisz, from I'.runswijek, [Germany]; is first mentioned under 
date of March 28, 164S, as haviui? taken farm implements, houses and 
cattle, formerly used hy him and Crijn Cornclisz, with him to CatskilL 
In 1652 and 1653, Pieter Teunisz and Jan Dircksz, from Bremen, were 
summoned to appear before the court to settle their accounts. 
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Pavhu Thonunz; testified Feb. i, 1653, that he, Jan Dircksz, from 
Bremen, Pieter Teunisz, Compeer and others entered upon lands at C^ts- 

kill on condition that tlicy be free from taxes for ten years. 

Hendrick Jansz Westcrkamp (Westercamp) ; received permission on 
April 2, 1648, to seek a living in the colony l>y day lahor or otlicrwisc and 
soon seems to have cstahlinhcd himsclt as a baker. In accordance with a 
resolution of April i, 1650, he was granted the garden between the first 
and second creeks formerly occupied by Capiiaijn [Willem Juriaensz, the 
baker] Wc^terkamp died before Jan. 17, 1655. His widow's name was 
Femmetje Alberts. 

X4S49 

Jacob de Brouwer; received apparently in 1649, permission to build on 
a hofstee (lot), next to Mr. kogens [de Hooges], for which, from 1650 
to 1652. he is charged with a rent of fi6 a year. 

Egbert Doysz (Dojesz); servant ' '^ nulcr T-cendertsz Glen, mentioned 
in the conrt records of the colony under dates of April 3, 1649^ and March 
22. 1^52. 

Thomas Fairfax; was employed l)y Christoffel Davids in 1649 and 1650 
and Is referred to as a mason and an Englishman. 
Huybcrt, servant of Andries de Vos; was wounded by PouUjntfe, 

in the brewery, in 1649. He may be the same as Hnybert Jansz, who is 

nicnti'Mird i-: H e court pr"cecdin!?s under date of Dec II, 1651. 

Frans Jacobsz; testified in i^uo, l>eing then 17 years of age, as to a 
ivj^hi which tor<k place at niitlnij^ht Oct. 20, 1640, in Greeiibush, beffire the 
house of Evert Pels. He may be the same as fransoijs jacobscn dc bruijn, 
referred to in an account of 1656, or perhaps as Frans laeobss Contngh, 
who was in the colony in 1657. 

Adriaen Jansz, from Leydcn; also referred to as Adriaen Janssen van 
Lei id en alias Appcl: appears in the records of the C'"'lony as early as 1649. 
Feb. 10. lfi?5. he Iminrht from '1 honins Ci>iiint;h a house, brcwhouse, pig- 
pen and fence which o\\ Feb. i, 1655, were acquired by Thomas Coningh 
from Juriaen Tcunisz and which had formerly been in the possession of 
Jacob Ifevick. He was a tavern keeper in 165^$. From May i, 1655 to 
May I, 1657. he is charp^ed with an annual rent of f24 for a garden, 

fornu-rly iicod by Jacob Hendricksz. 

Paulus Jansz, from Gorcum [Gorinchem, in the rrovincc of South 
Holland] ; tesfificd on Jan. 20, 1651, as to the killing of a horse of 'Ih^^mas 
Chambers l)y the Indians in 1649. 

Steven Jansz, master carpenter; moved from the Manhatans to the 
colony in July 1649 with his wife and daughter, and immediately entered 

Into a contract at wages of f.-o .1 nunidi. which wore paid !fi bim for two 
years. Jan. 18. 1651, be acknowK-dLrod that lie bad tapfud beer at his 
house witb'Mit license from Director van Slicli'enliorst. Feb. I, 1652, he 
obtained permission to occupy a lot next to Hendrick Reur, the rent to 
begin in 1653. 

Jfaeques Meulewels; testified on March 4, 1649, before the court of 

Rcnssclaerswyck, that the servant of Sander Leendertsz had gone into the 
woods with a loaf of bread and brought Indians with six packs of skins 
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to his master's house. No other reference to Meulewds is foand and it is 

doutful whfthcr hi' was a colonist. 

Aert Ottcrspoor, also referred to as Acrt acnitsz van Ottirs[>oor ; was 
at Beihlchern, in 1649, 1650 and 1651. He came probably iroiu Ottcrspoor, 
in the province of Utrecht. 

Tijt Pietem; was ordered, July 31, 1649, to present himself within 
24 hours at the house of Director van Slichtenhorst to receive orders where 
to go according to his contract The same day, Broer Cornells was notified 
not to harbor hiin. 

Jacob Toenijs [Tcunisz]; was employed by Jan Vcrbccck, presumably 
as a tailor. Feb. 22, 1649, iJirector van Sliclitenhorst attempted to arrest him 
in the greencn bos (pine woods), for abusive language to the director and 
assault on the director's son, but was prevented from doing so by Jacob 
.Adriaensz Kademaecker and Jacob Adriaensz Wagenaer. Jacob Toenijs is 
prolial'Iy the same as Cobus dc suijcr (the tailor), wlio is referred to in 
1657, and may also he the same as Jacob Toenisz, from Tuijl, in Gelderland 
who married llillctje Toenis. at New Amsterdam, March 29, 1658. 

Jan (Johan, Johannes) van Twiller; referred to by Jeremias van 
Rensselaer as Nee0 Jan van Twiller (cousin Jan van Twiller). He was 
probably a younger brother of Woutcr van Twiller, or perhaps, of Aert 
Goossens van Twiller, who on July 26, 1663. executed in the colony a power 
of attorney to Mr IV'ol van Hcnnekela. sellout at Nicukcrck, to demand 
of his l)rotlicr in law Aert Jaiisz, shoemaker at Niinkcrck. an accounting 
of the estate of his deceased father Goossen van Twiller and his mother 
Emmeke. Jan van Twiller was one oi the Gecommitieerden (commissioners) 
in the colony in 1649, and at that time boarded with van Slichtenhorst 
From July 24, 1652, to July 24. 1657, he held the office of racdts persoon 
(councilor), at an .'Tinual salary of i-.iy ]\<- ptoIimMn- left the C' 1'mi\- in 1657. 

Abraham Pietcrsz Vosburgh (Vosburch, Vosbergen, Vosberghcn); was 
in the colnny in Aut;i!st i^^>^*). ancl from I'.aster 1651 is charge<l with fi6 
a year for a house lot, north of the patroon's house. Sept. 30, 1656, he 
and Hans Jansx, from Rotterdam, jointly leased a mill on the creek sooth 
of the farm occupied by Jan Barents Wenip. for six years, at fioo a year. 

Gerrit (Gerardus) van Wencom; was assaulted by a Mahikan Indian 
at ni thlclu-ni. D' r f(i((), and Sept. 2.^. 1650. was cht>sen to po with Others 
un an embassy tu the Maquacs. lie was still in the colony in 1653. 

1650 

Pietcr Bronck; was at New Amsterdam in 1643 and would seem to 
have been a relative of Jonas Hronck, who was probably a Dane. He is 
charged from 1650 to 1652 with an annual rent of four beavers for a lot 
in the bijecnwoninge (village), on which he received permission to build. 
.Sept. 7, 1651, the court grantetl him permission to erect a tavern near his 
house, the director havinji withdrawn his request that accordinj? to instruc- 
tions from th(' miardians of the yomi'^ pnfroon but two taverns be allowed. 

Dirck Jansz [Croon, from Amsterdam); was a carpenter by trade and, 
apparently in 1650, built with Harmen Bastiaensz a house in Beverwyck, 
which was transferred to bis name Jan. 25, 1652, on c<mdition that he enter 
into a contract with the authorities of the colony and pay the patroon's 



uyiu^cd by Google 



VAN RENSSELAER BOWIBR MANUSCRIPTS 



841 



does. He is entered in the accounts as Dirck janss timmcrman, but is well 
identified wiih Dirck Jansz Croon, from Amsterdam, who in 1655 became one 
C'f till' niagi.stratcs of Bcvcrwyck. 

Tijs £vertsz; testiticd un Jan. 12, 1651. as to the insolence of Jacob 
Lambertsz to Director van Slichtenhorst, Oct. 9, 1650, on the farm called 
de Hoogeberch. 

Wilhelmus Grasmeer, a son in law of Johannes Mcgapolensis; sailed 
from Holland shortly after April 16, 1^150, and preached in the colony of 
Rensselaerswyck in 1650 and 1651. He returned to Holland in Nov. 1O51. 
In the court proceedings of the colony, under date of Aug. 4, 1650, occurs 
what purports to be an extract from a letter from Wouter van Twiller to 
Gerrit Vastrick» asking him to enjoin Director van Slichtenhorst not to let 
Wilheltnus Grastneer preach in the colony, becattse he had been forbidden to 
preach hy the Classts of Alckniaer. The passage was read by Gerrit Vastrick 
and written down by Antony de Hooj^e-?. Init was afterwards found not to 
agree with a copy furnished hy Vas'rick. Aug. 15, 1650, Vastrick refused to 
have a certified copy made and the authenticity of the extract was questioned. 

Laurens (Louwria) Jams; lived with his wife Stijntje Pieters on 
'/ goet [farm on the fifth creek?] of Adriaen Huylicrtsz, in Jan. 1650. The 
same year a garden was granted to him north of the large garden of Sander 
LeeiuKrts/. according to resolution of the court, dated April I, 1650. 

Rem (Remmer) Jansz, from Jewerden [Jevcren, or Jevcr, in Olden- 
burg], smith; was at New Amsterdam as early as 1638, and in 1643 owned 
land on Long Island. Early in May 1650^ he obtained from the authorities 
of Rensselaerswydc a lease of a garden adjoining the churchyard, and is re- 
ferred to as bdng an Inwoonder int Fort Orangien (inhabitant of Fort 
Orange). 

Lucas Pietersz [Koijemans] ; mentioned in the court proceedings of 
Rensselaerswyck under date of Jan, 1650, and is called the brother of Barcnt 
IMetersz (Koijemans], who came in 1639. 

Thomas Sanderas (Sanden, Sandersen), from Amsterdam; was an 
early resident of New Amsterdam and came to the colony about July 13, 
1650, when the court granted " tomes Sanders . . . Smith, living at or near the 
Manhatans," permission to settle in the byeenivnoningc (village) to support 
himself by his trade. July 17, 1650, Saerlje Cornells, wife of Thotnas SOH' 
dersM Smith, testified as to misdeeds of Willem Juriaensz, the baker. Thomas 
Sanders was a smith and occupied at the Manhatans some time before 1649 
the mallesmits bcrch (crazy smith's hill), which may have derived Its name 
from him {cf.\'.y.C<'l\fss, 3:68; 4:235). 

Jacob [Jansz] van Schcrmcrhoorn ; promnahly fnim Schermerhorn, in 
the province of North Holland; was in Rensselaerswyck in 1650 and per- 
haps as early as 1648, Jan Barentsz Wemp being credited between those two 
dates with the price of 12 lb of nails, paid to ttMmlie and schermerhoom. 

Philip Pieteras Schuyler. According to O'Callaghan, History of New 
Ncthcrlaiid , 2:177, Philip Pietersz Schuyler came from Amsterdam to 
America in 1650, and married Dec. 22. 1650, Margareta van Slichtenhorst, 
daughter of the director of Rensselaerswyck. The earliest reference to him 
in the acccnints of the colony is onder date of 1652, when he is charged 
with a small amount for some old boards from the patroon*s house. March 
25, 1652. he testihed that Dyckman had s'ated "that he fSchuyler] would 
not have bis father in law long, and that he, Dyckman, had written informa< 
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tion to ihiit clTcci ', aiau ilial Dyckmaii had liircaicncU lu run him and Kob- 
bert Vastrick through when, on New Year's day 1652, they tried to prevent 
the soldiers from beating the son of Director van Slichtenhorst In the 
court proceedings, in 1652, the name is spelled Scheulcr and SchcuUer, in the 
acciMiivs. after 1^55, [Ik- tiMial spclliuys are Schuijlcr and Scliuyicr. 

Willem Jansz Stol (Stoll), copi-r; ib charged from 1O50 to 1052 with 
ground rent uf iib u year for a lot granted to him in May 20, 1650. l^ic 
married the widow of Claes Hcndridcss and moved to the Esopus in 1661. 

Jannitgen Tuenisz [Jannetje Tennis]; sailed by den Contnck David 
and is charged in the accounts of the colony, under date of 1642, with 
fi6:2 for her passage and money in hand paid by patroon. She married 
at the Manliatans Dec. 2j, 1O41, Dirck Jan^z I Croon], from Amsterdam, and 
Nov. 6, i(J4J, was sued by \an der iJonck for nut fullilUng her contract 
with the patroon. She probably came to the colony with Croon about 1630. 

Gerrit Vastrick; was one of the Gecommitteerden (commissioners) of 
the colony in i()5o. and on Aug. 15, 1650^ was suspended from his office till 
he had cleared himself of the accusation of having given out a false state- 
ment regarding Dutnine VVilhelmus Grasmeer. He was at New Amsterdam 
as early as July lO, J 644. 

Jacob Waelingen, from Hoorn [province of North Holland]; was at 
New Amsterdam in Jan. 1639 and may have come to Rensselaerswyck at 
an early date, though has name does not occur till May 12, 1650^ when he 
was about to leave the colony. EfTorts were made to retain him by offering 
him a choice of several farms, but he declitied to take any, stating that he 
had not been aMc to suppi^irt his wife and children satisfactorily. Oct. i. 
1650, he rtcened permission to move to the Manhatans. He obtained a 
patent for land near the Kil van Kol, Oct 23, 1654, and died before Aug. 
I7t 1657* when his widow Trijntje Jacobs married Jacob Stoffelsz. 

165 1 

Claes Cornelisz; mentioned in 1052 as the servant and brother of 
Gijsbert aende herck [Gijsbert Cornelisz, from Breuckelen]. 

Adriaen Dirckss, van Bit, [from 't Bildt, in Friesland?]. On the com- 
plaint of Thomas ( hambers that he refused to stay with him and fulfil 

his contract of March 24, 1651, he was sentenced on Sept. 28, 1651, to two 
weeks' imprisonment and the payment of expenses incurred by Clianibers in 
hiring another servant during his absence. At the request of friends, he 
was released on the seventh day on condition that he faithfully perform 
his service. 

Reyer Elbertsz, from Breuckelen, (in the province of Utrecht]; appears 
with his wife Marritjc Uacrentsz in the records of the colony under date 
of Sept. 25, 165 1, when they leased a small parcel of land between the 
third and fourth creeks for eight years, at f25 a year, the lease to run 
from Easter 1652. Jan. 25, 1652, the court granted him permission to make 
brick. 

Gillis Fonda; about i6.|6, Pieter Hartgcrs advanced some money to 
Gillis, a b(iy in the service of .Antony Jc llooges, possibly Gillis Fonda; 
Oct. 19, 1651, the court gave Gillis lunida i>ermissii >ii to dislil liquor m't 
^nvncn bos (Grccnbush), in a house belonging to Evert Pels, next to the 
brewery, on condition that he enter into a contract as to the Gerechttckeijt 
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ViUidc Ilccrcn M'^'. ( dues to tlu- patrooii and codirectors) . Gillis Fuiula is at 
a later period conuiiunly referred to as GillLs Douucji i onda. io judge 
from his nam^ he must have been a Frisian. 

Albert Genittt, carpenter; was at his request granted a lot north of 
the house of Laurens Jansz, Xov. 7, 1651, the rent to begin at Easter 1652. 

Casper Jacobsz; ol taincd a lease of a kofstede (house lot), in 1651. 
He was ai)i)arentiy a clay laburcr. 

Adriaen Jansz, bciioolmabter; appears first under date of Nov. 23, 1O51, 
when the court, upon his petititon, granted him fso towards the payment 
of his house rent He came probably soon after Sept. 9^ 1650, when the 
council of the colony, in response i<> a petition from the inhabitants for a 
competent schooltnastcr, appoiiitui A rent van Curler and Goossen Gerritsz 
trustees of a finu! to he raised for the buildin;^; of a school. He was still 
schoulniaster in Beverwyck in 1O57, and may have been the same person 
as Adriaen Jansz Croon, who Aug. 20, lOGo, was about to sail for Holland. 

Claes Janss, from Bockhoven, [near Bois>le-Duc, province of North 
Brabant] ; also referred to as Clacs de Braebander. In 1651 and 165a he 
was summoned before the court for having, out of spite against Directt)r 
\an Slichleiihorst, caused liis scr\aiit to haul wood for Ilendrick Wester- 
I .imp and Lambert van V^alckeiiburch, contrary to ordinances of Oct. lO, 
J648, Nov. 2j, 165 1 and Dec. 18, 1651. 

Jacob Simonss Klomp; appears among those who took the oath of fealty 
to the patroon on Nov. 26, 1651. Feb. i, 1652, he was granted a lot next to 
that of Steevcn Jansz, the rent to beK'in at Easter 1653. 

Jacob Luyersz (Luijcrsz); was in the colony before Oct. 19, 1651, being 
ordered uii that day to fulld the terms of his contract with Jochem, the 
baker. March 2, 1052, Claesje, the negro girl of Sander Leendertsz, testi- 
fied that she had delivered some of the goods which she stole from her 
master to Jacob Luyersz, who promised to take her to the Manhatans and 
there get her a husband. 

Adriaen Pictersz, from AUkmaer, [province of North Holland]; leased 
in 1651 a house, north of I-'i-rt ( )ratiis'i-, whieh tlie authorities of the colony 
and Charles van Lirug^ien, commis of the fort, had been forced to allow an 
Indian, named den uijl (the owl) alias sticksiigcri, to build, and which, 
being found a nuisance, was bought of said Indian by Mons'r Labatie with 
the consent of the court of Rensselaerswyck, Nov. 38, 1650. 

Jan Baptist (Johan Baptists) van Rensselaer; was in the colony as 
early as June 29, 1651, and Oct. 18, ifst. at the earnest solicitation of the 
court consented to accept the ottice of Ucrcchts t'crsoon (member of the 
court), in place of Rutger Jacobsz, who had asked to be relieved of his 
duties. In the accounts he is credited with an annual salary of fiooo as 
director of the colony, from July 24, 1652, to Sept. 24, 1658, when lie left 
for Holland, and also with f 1083:7 for 13 months* salary, from June 29. 
1651 to Jnly 24, i'''52, when van Slichtenhorst was most of the time at the 
Manhatans and van Kenssekier acted as director. 

Hendrick Jansz Reur, from Munster, [Westphalia]; was api>ointed 
Cerechts Boode (court messenger), Aug. 18, 1651, at a salary of fioo per 
jrear, in addition to fees for sinnmonses and arrests. Nov. 14, 1658^ he 
complained that his salary was insufl'icient and the court fixed a rate of 
fees for serving summonses in the various districts of the colony. Feb. i. 
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165J, he ohtaiiH'tl permission to r ccnpy a lot next to Jiiriacn Teunisz, the 
glazier, the rent to beKin at Master 105,?. lie died before I'eb. 4, 1664, 
ivhcii his household elTetts were sold ai auction. 

Captain Slijter (SUjtter); is charged with ft 14 for g'/t weeks' board 
for himself and his son, af the bouse of Director van Slichtenhorst, hy 
order of the codirectors of the colony, from June 27 to Sept 3, 1651. 
I)iirin}< this period van Slichtenhorst was at the Manhatans an<l Capt. 
Slijter appears to have had the management of the colony in conjunction 
with Jan Baptist van Rensselaer. July 30, 1651, Capt. Slijter made an 
agreement with Gijsbert Cornelisz as to the tithes of the farm called de 
lloogeberch. 

Robbert Vatlridc; is first mentioned under date of Jan. ti» 1653, when 

he bcciu i' ' lil for Lucas, the hrothcr in law of Jan TlKimasz, and his partner 
Arijen. Maich 25. lC^2, I'hilip IMetersz Schuyler ami kol)|»erl Vastrick testi- 
!led as to Dscknian's thriati iiin;-,' to run tiieni through with his rapier when 
ou .New Year's day i052 they tried to prevent soldiers from beating the son 
of Director van Slichtenhorst. Ue left the colony before Sept. jo, 1657. 

Cornells de Vriei; his name occurs but once, under date of Sept. a8» 
1651, when Willem Fredericks^ asked that he be summoned before the 
court, lie may have been an inhabitant of Fort Orange or a free trader 
nnti nut a cdonist. 

Jochcm Wesselsz, baker; petitioned, .Sept. 2H, 1651, for a \A:\cv m the 
byicnii^'ooninyc (village^ to support himself by baking aud was granted a 
hofsteede op de kit (house lot on [Ruttcn?] kill) at an annual payment 
of f J2 for the right to bake and to trade. Jan. 26, he was ordered 
to remove within eight days the wood pile and pigsty from the lot of 
Jan van Hocscn and to refrain from molesting him or his family. 

1652 

Jan Bastiaensz van Gutsenhoven; the first reference to him iti the 

records of the colony is under date of Feb. 8, 1652, when he testified to 
Dyckman's appearance in the patroon's court, accompam'ed hy an armed 
posse, lie was aj)parently engaged in business and in some way seetns 
to have been related to Woutcr van Twiller, or to the latter's wife, Maria 
Momma. He died in the colony between April 3/1$, 1666 and July 6/16, 1667. 

Gideon Schaets; was engaged as minister of the colony of Rensselaers' 
wyck, May 8, 1652, at an annual salary of fSoo, for the period of three 
years from ilie date of his arrival in the colotiy ( ( )'Callaghan, History of 
A Xt'thrrUtiid, 2:sf^7-<)H) . Iti the aeeoniit>, he is eliarged with fjm. which 
he received before his departure at Anistertlam ; and credited with one 
year's salary at fSoo, from July 24, 1652, to July 24, 1653 with two years* 
salary at fiooo a year, from July 24, 1653, when it was found that Domine 
Schaets could not well support his s'u>aer huyshouden (expensive house- 
hold) on f8(X); and with two y<ars' salary at fi.^00 a year and house rent, 
from July 2^, 1655, to July 2\, i('57. wlien he became minister of Fort 
Orange and the village of Ikverwyck. Jle continued as pastor of the 
Dutch church at Albany till his death, Feb. 27, 1694. 

Gerard Swart (Gerret Swardt); entered into a contract to serve a.s 
schout, or prosecuting officer, of Rensselaerswyck, at an annual salary of 
f^cxx April 2^, and snccee.led I?rant van Slichtenhorst in that capa- 

city, July 24, 1652. lie acted as schout of the colony till 1665, when the 
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courts of Rcn^^^rlacrswyck and Albany were conso|if!.itcd and lie became 
sheriPF of Alltany. Acci>r<liii>j; tn his coti'ract. Swart was to proceed to 
Ihc colony with his wife, maid and servant, and u> occupy " tlic house 
in which the former minister [Mcgapolcnsis] lived, standing in '/ grenen 
bosch*' The name of Swart's wife was Anthonia van Ryswyck. 

Juriaen Teunisz, f»ften referred to as Juriacn dc (ilusctnaecker (the glaz- 
ier) ; si«ns liis name Jure Jan lunscH tappcn and Jure J^tii lunscn ran la f fen 
Jan. 25. 1052, the court of Kensselaerswyck i^ranteil liini a lo! between 
Gijsbcrt Cornelisz, the tavern keeper, and the land of 1 homas Jansz, the 
rent to begin at Easter 1652. He kept a tavern in 1659. 

Lambert van Valckenbtirch; reference to him is found in the court 
proceedings of Renssclaerswyck under <late of March 7, 1652, when Gaes 
Jansz. from liockhoven, is prosecutid for havini: his lielper do some 
haulin^'^ for Lambert van Valoktnbiirch, contrary to tlir ordinatu-es oi 
Oct, 16, 1648, Nov. 2^, 1O51, and Dec. 18. 1651. Latnbert van V'alcken- 
hurch was at New Amsterdam as early as Jan. 1644 and received a patent 
for land there, Match 16, 1647. In 1652 he was probably an inhabitant 
of Fort Orange and not a colonist of Renssclaerswyck. 

Pieter Winne (Winnen); also referred to as Pictcr de I'lamlu^h fthe 
Meming) ; charged in the accc.ir.ts with an arnnial rent oi and tithes 

from stubble time 1652 till May i, 1655, for a farm, apprirently sittiatcd 
at Bethlehem, which on Aj ril 10, 1655, was taken over by Eldert Gerbertsz 
Cniyf; also with two years* rent of a sawmill, at fiso a year; and with 
two years* hire of two horses for the mill at f6o a year. He made a 
will, June i, 1677 (XnlnrinI Papers^ a:il-i3, Albany County clerk's ofKce), 
in which it is stated that he was liorn in the city of Cctit in I'Uicndcrcn 
and his wife, Tannetie .Adants, in the city 01 Lccun'iicrdcn in Vricslandt. 

1653 

Johan dc Hulter;was a participant in the colony of Renssclaerswyck 
and sailed with his family and a number of free colonists bv the Graft, in 
May 1653 {N.Y.Cot.Mss, 11:78). March 7. 1654, he obtained a lease of a 
farm north of the fifth creek, for which he is charged an annual rent of f275 
for four years. Tn the acc )unts hr is also chamed with fooo for the purchase 
of a tract of l nvl whioli is t!r»t de>cril»ed, but uliich is probal)ly the land con- 
veyed to liis wife ity Tan Uaptist van Rensselaer. Aug. 24, 1654, upon which 
she seems to have established a farm, a brickyard and a tile kiln, all of 
which were sold by her at atrction on Nov. 7, 1655. Johan dc Hulter was 
a member of the court of the colony in April 1655 and died l>eforc Aug. 
7, 1658. Aug. 5. t^/xi. bis widow Tohanna, who w 1 ,1 daughter of Johannes 
de Laet, appears as the wife of Jeronimus Ebhingh. 

1654 

Eldert Gerb.ertsz Cruyf (Cruijfl, Kruyf), i'kmu 1 1 iI\ i i -uni. |in (lot.iland, 
province oi .\oiih ilollaiidj ; also referred to as lildcrt dc (iiiijer; is cliargcd 
from 1654 to 1658 whh an annual rent of 1400 for [two?] sawmills; from 
May I, 1655. to May i, 1658, with an annual rent of f275 for a farm 
formerly occupied by Pieter Winne; atid frotn \C<^^ to iftjt. with an animal 
rent of fioo for a mill, apparently at nelldehem. Ki K. 20, lO.vj. Jan Dircks;'. 
from Bremen, convoyed lo him his farm at Cat skill in exchange for a 
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house in Bcverwyck. A brother of Eldcrt Gcrbtrtsz Cruyf, by name of 
Cornclis Gcrbortsz Cniyf. was li\ing at Ilihcrsimi in 1661. 

Teunis Cornelisz Spitsenberch (Spitsenbergh, Spitsenbergen, Spits- 
bergh, Spitsberghen, van Spitsbergen); signs his name Teumt CormeHs* 
spitsenberch. He^and Barent Pietersz Koijemans are from Dec. 14, 1654, 
to Dec. I4« 1657, charged with an annual rent of fiso f«r a mill on the fifth 
creel^ and from Aug. r, 1657, to Aug. i, 1658, with fioo for water rights 
of another mill on the snii 0 creek whicli thry were authorized to build on 
Aug. 3, 1656. Teuni.s Coniclis/. .Spitsenberch appears as a member of the 
court of Renssclacrswyck in 1658, i(36o, 1661, and 1664. In 1656 mention 
is made of a Catrijn jans spitbergen, who may have been his wife. 

Jeremiu van Renaselaer; sailed from Holland by de Geldersc Blom, 
Aug. 4, 1654; returned to Holland by den Beer, Oct. 28, 1655, and ^^aih- ! the 
second titne from An>stcrd:ini by rUn Otter, sliortly after June 14. i()56. He 
succeeded his brother, Jan Baptist \an Rensselaer as director of the colony, 
Sept 24, 1658, and held that office till his death in 1674. According to his 
own statement in a letter to his mother, he married Maria, daughter of 
OlofF Stevensz van Cortlant, July 12, 1662; in the records «'f the Reformed 
Dutch Church of New York, his marriage is entered under date of April 
27, 1662. 

1655 

Picter Adriaensz, referred to as Pictcr Adrtacusz alias Soo'^cjtitu lcrlyi k 
(so easy), and as Juicier Mackliik (easy) ; was one of the tavern keepers in 
Kcnsselaerswyck whom the director general and council in 1656 ordered to 
be arrested and sent to New Amsterdam for refusing to pay the excise. 

Dirck van Hamcl; succeeded Antony de Hooges as secretary of the 
colony in Oct, 1655, and served as such till his death on July 2, 1660. June 
6, 1660. Jeremias van Rensselaer writes to his brother Jan Bapti'^t van Rens- 
selaer tb:<t van ITainel is tuitit for the ofTice of secretary and very fond of 
brandy; that last winter he was for two mouths unable to attend the meet- 
ings of the council: and that since the arrival of his wife he has been very 
ill, apparently the result of drinking. His wife was Sophia van Wycker- 
sloot; shortly after van Hamcl's death she married Anthony Toinel. 

1656 

Trijntje Claea; mentioned as a scrA'ant girl of Jan Baptist van Rens- 
selaer in 

Teunis Jacobsz, from Ilamersvelt, [near Amersfoort, province of 
Utrecht] ; entered June J4, 1656, into a contract with Jeremias van Rens- 
selaer, at Amsterdam, Holland, to sail by den Otter, and to do farm work 
for the term of fmr years frnpi ibc date of his arrival in the colony, at f8o 
a year and board. He is described in the contract as being a boere knecht 
( farm laborer) and 20 years of age. 

1657 

Tjerck Clacsz; charged in the accounts with f32 for hire of a horse 
from May i, 1657. to May i, 

Prana Jacobsz Coningh (Koningh); charged. May t. 1658. with fa4 for 
one year's rent of a garden which he took over from AdHaen Jansz AppeL 
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FORMER DUTCH COINS, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

AND TliKlR EgUlVALENTS 

Coins 

duit** (>8 stuivcr) $.0025 

stuiver Xtt 

sclulling (6 stuivers) 12 

gulden ) / ^ . . 

^ , , , I (20 stutvcrs) 40 

Carolus yi'ldoii \ 

goud gulden (I 2/5 gulden^; 56 

daelder (i^ guldens) 60 

rijksdaelder (2^ guldens) 1.00 

ducaton (3 guldens. rivers) 1^6 

pond Vlaainsch (6 guldens) 2.40 

Weights 



Amsterdam ons 1.085 ounces (avoirdupois) 

Amsterdam pond (16 onsen) i pound, 1.36 ounces (avoirdupois) 

Linear measures 

Rhincland diiini 

Rhineland voct duiinen) 

Rhincland roede (12 voeten) 

Amsterdam duim 

Amsterdam voet (ii duimen) 

Amsterdam rocdc (13 voeten) 

uur gaands / 
zeemijt J 

gcographtsche mijl 

Square measures 

Rhineland morgcn (600 square roedon^ 2.103 acres 

Amsterdam inorgen (600 square roeden) 2.069 acres 

*• In accounts of Kiliaen van R:n'ii?Iaer. the iluit is somcaimji counted at i^situiver. 



I .oj mchcs 
inches 
12.36 feet 

i.otj inches 
It, 143 inches 
12.071 feet 
1/20 do;; roe 
3 nautical miles 
18,261 feet 
1/15 degree 
4.61 1 statute miles 
24,348 feet 
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schepel 
sak 

mudde (mud) 

vat 

last 

smalton 

honderd 

hoed (hoet) 



Dry 



WHFAT 

o . 764 bushel 

3 schepcls 
2.393 bushels 

4 schepcls 
3.056 bushels 



36 zakken 
3 7 muddeti 
82.513 bushels 

1^ last 
6.876 bushels 



ship's last 



1.29 bushels 



4 schepels 
5.16 bushels 



704 .32 bushels 



COAL 



33 .35 bushels 



3.71 cubic yards 
100. 17 cubic feet 
2} tons burden 



vim (vinne) 



104 to 108 sheaves 
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Abelsen, Hciidrick, 8qq 

Aboganly, Hermanns Minardi, sec Bogacrt, Ilarmcn Mcyndcrtsz van den 
Account of the jurisdictir)ns, management and condition of the territories 

named Rensselaerswyck, 306-12 
Accounts, instructions to patroon's representative concernijig, 462; time of 

settling, 668, 680: failure of farmers to render, 687; final settlement in 

Holland. 68q; outstanding, proper remedy against abuse of, 707-14. Sec 

also names of individuals 
Achter Col, colony of, 527 
Achtticnhoven, see Pauw, Michiel 
Adam en Eve (ship), 339 
Adams, Tannetie, R45 

Adriaensz (Aertsz, Arentsz), Gijsbert, from lUmuiik, 397. 3q8, 835 ; 

biographical notice, 812 

Adriaensz. Jacob, from Hilversuni, 69->. 821. 840; biographical notice, 8^1 

Adriaensz, Jacob, from Utrecht, sec Aertsz, Jacob, from Utrecht 
-V. Ailriaensz (Ariaens), Marinus, from Veerc. sent to Rensselaerswyck as 
tobacco planter. 57, 300; can not raise tobacco. 282 : appointed schepcn, 
63, 202-3 : black hat with silver band presented to, 65, 20.S : agreement with 
Kiliacn van Rensselaer, 1 76-70. 293, 296, 674-75 ; house of. 128, 309; agree- 
ment with Jasper Fcrlyn, 170-80; recjuest for transportation of, 184, 185 : 
sails for New Xetherland in ship dc Ecndracht, iQo; Rutger Morris to 
assist, 233 ; biographical notice, 806 

Adriaensz, Pieter, bingraphical notice, 846 

Adriaensz, Rutger. from Hunnick, 817 : biographical notice, 835 

Adriaensz, Willcm, from F.lssencur, accounts, 418 

Acrssen, C, 115. H^j 125, IJ5 

Aertsz (Acrntsz), Acrt. sec Otterspoor, Aert 

Aertsz. Brant, sec Slichtcnliorst, Rraiit Aertsz van 

Aertsz, Gijsbert, see Adriaensz, Gijsbert 

Aertsz (Adriaensz, Areiitseii, Ariaensz, Arisch). Jacob, from Utrecht, 394t 

.195. 307, 3Q8, 8jo: birgrnphical notice, gjQ 
Aertsz, Job, see Arisz, Job 
Agawam, settlctncnt at. 526 

Agent at the Manhatans, colonies may app(»jnt, 151; Kieft wants van Rens- 
selaer to appoint, 571 
Agreements, see 0>nlracts and agreements 

Albany, court consolidated with that of Rensselaerswyck, 30^ surveyor, 836 ; 

pastor of the Dutch church, 844 ; sheriff, 845. See also Bevcrwyck 
Alberts, Eva, 826 
Alberts, Kemmetje, 830 
Albertsz. Albert, see F.lbert^^z, Elbert 
Albertsz, Frans, see Altersz, Frans 
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Alberts/, Harry (Hcndrick), from London, 609, 6ii, 81.^. R20. 827, 835; bio- 
graphical notice, 822 
Albcrtsz, Storm, sec Zee, Storm Albertsz van der 
Alckmacr, 606. 629. Sec also Pictersz, Adriaen 
Aldcrwcrelt, Jacob van, 795, 798, 799, 800, 81a 
Aldrichsz, Jacob, 271. 27.^ 
Allcrdinck, Philip, 8q2 

Ahersz (Albertsz, Aldersz), Frans, 836 ; biographical notice, 816 
Amazon River, colony on, 50. 176 

Amersfoort (Holland), Kxratiunr 818. Sec also Dircksz, Jan; Gerritsz, Wol- 

fcrt ; VVolfertsz, Jacob 
Amersfoort (L. I.), 788 
Anmiunition f»)r Kensselaers Steyn, 706-7 
Amstelland, 425 

Amsterdam, jfr Claesz, GijslM?rt; Crmm. Dirck Jansz; Jansz, Albert; Jansz, 

J.icob ; Sandersz, Thomas ; Staas, Abraham 
Amsterdam Chamber, sec West India Company 

Andriesz (Bradt, Noorman), Albert, from Frcderikstad, contract with van 
Rensselaer, .V7. ^^2, ^10. 676-77 : greetings to, ; birth of son. 360; as- 
sistants for, 394. 3t^. 397, 3<j8: separated from Pieter Cornelisz, 406: letters 
of van Rensselaer to, 409" 10. 44(>~48, soo^i. •)06-7; admonition and rebuke 
to, 409. 41 1. 446, 50O~i. 506-7 : servant of, 414; unlawful trade with Dirck 
Corsz. 418; letter to alluded to, 442; accounts, 485. 508, ,SS8; price of 
tobacco raised by, ()6i ; animals of. 663 ; instructions for. 691 ; sawmills, 
742; rent for the mill creek and the land. 77.S ; mentioned. 402. 407. 4^>. 
505. 1^14. 810, 813. 814, 817. 820. 826. 831 ; biographical notice, 676, 809 

Andriesz (van Driesen), Arent, from Frcderikstad, account of sale of to- 
bacco of, 485;. .S06. 507 ; van Rensselaer proposes to grant tobacco planta- 
tion to, s 1 3 : lease of land to, 758-59 ; mentioned, 831-: biographical notice, 
SlQ 

Andriesz, Claes, from Ililversum, 695, 833; sentence of, 73»~32; biographical 
notice, 8^ 

Andriesz (Dries, Driesz), lleiulrick, from Doesburch, 602, 7.U : biographi- 
cal notice, 82Z 

Andriesz. Jan, from Dublin, 830: biographical notice, 832 

Animals, transportation of. ^ 56, ^ 68. 242, 570 : Wolfert Gerritsz to 
diri-ct purchase of. 56^ 160, 162; van Renssel.ier's agreement with farmers 
concerning. 58, 605: agreement between van Rensselaer and Pauw con- 
cerning, S2i 6<2i 162, 252^ 274 : bought from Minuit and Bijlvelt. 60. 61. 71. 
79. 206. 223. 225-29. 274. 275. 309^ to: on farm no. i Island of Manhattan, 
inventory, 192; agreement with Notelman regarding, 276. 333 ; of de Rcux 
and liijlvelt, protest of van Rensselaer to West India Company on account 
of detentirm of, 290-92. 296. 297. 30O: letter to Notelman concerning. 317- 
19; van Rensselaer defrauded by Notelman, 330 : fmally sent to Rens- 
sehierswyck. ijj; killed by savapes, 62, 2^ 24^, 266, 222, 286. 304; greatest 
profit fr»>m cattle. 6i 199: in the colony of Rensselaerswyck, list of, 220- 
21 : van Twiller to buy for patroon, 275 : buying by private parties. 275; 
prices. 225. 605: instructions to Planck regar<ling. 3^ 2Q5. 30<^: in Rens- 
silacrs Hurg. 308; in de Laets linrg. .^00; to be purchased by Kieft. 428; 
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lo be delivered to van der Donck, ^^2 : sent up the river by Kieft, !>6q ; 
number of, on farms, 606, 240_jj; farmers refuse to furnish without pay- 
ment, 667 ; inventory, 668 ; list of, sent by de Hooges, 660 : increase of, 
farmers to give an account of, 71 1 ; inventory of animals sent over by 
Johan Baptist van Rensselaer, 7.^2-40 
Antell, Mr, 804 

Anthonisz, Cornelis, stw Schlick, Cornelis Anthonisz van 
Anthonisz, Jan, 8qq 

Appeal from judgments of patroon's courts to director and council of New 

Xetherland, uo; van Rensselaer denies that contracts restrict right of, 
Appel. Adriaen Jansz, sec Jansz, Adriaen, from Leyden 
Appel, Jan Louwrensz, sec Louwrcnsz, Jan 
Arentsz (Aerntsz), Aert, see Otterspoor, Aert 
Arentsz. Brant, see Slichtenhorst. Brant Aertsz van 
Arentsz, Gijsbert, sec Adriaensz, Gijsl»ert 
Arentsz. Jacub, see Aertsz, Jacob 
Arisz, Job, 555 

Arnhem, Jonkheer Gerrit van, letter to alluded to, 8o» &i ; letters of van 
Rensselaer to, 424*-25, 46J-6.S. '^24-27 : mentioned. ^2. 466 

Backer, Clacs, 718, 721 

Backer, VVillem Jorisz, 2M. 

Backholt, Sara Maria, ^ 

Badius, Dnniinc. 2(^>8. 2^9, 287 

Bacden (Badens. Baden), see Vos. Hans 

Baeilly, Dyonys, 22Z 

Barbados Island, 50j 166, 17^ 

Barents (Baernts), Annetje, from Rolmers, .^6o, 80Q. 810 

liarents, Gijsje, see Berents, Gijsje 

Barents (Baerentsz). Marritje, 842 

I'arentsz. Jan, see W'emp. Jan Barentsz 

Barentsz, Thijs, 456 ; biographical notice. 810 

liarij, see Labatic 

Fiarlt, location, 600, 827. -SV<* also Carstensz, Johan; Helms, Jan 
Barnegat ( Itaernde gat) Inlet. .^74. .379. 382, (jQ2 
Barren Island, see Beeren Island 

Barsingerhorn ( Barsingerwuut ). location. 818. See also Cornclisz, Adriaen 
Bartells, Eva, 270 

Bartolotti ( Bartelotty ), Guiliam, 50. 2ja 
Bartrinck, 66, 270 
-Bastiaensz, Harmen, 8ji. 840 ; biographical notice, 8.16 
Bastiaensz, Jan, 580, 672 

Bastiaensz, see aJso Gutsenhovcn. Jan Bastiaensz van 
Bears Island, see Beeren Island 
Beaimiont, Anna van, 38 
Beeldsnyder, Susanna Catherina, 38 
Becmster, 6^ H L 

Beeren Islaml. jj, 3^36, 181, 1^ ijj^ 207. .306, .376. 68o. See also Rens- 
selacrs Steyn 
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licllcchcre (Hclocliicr, Bellechier), 480, 483, j,i8. i%io 
Bcrbice (Brobicc), registration of colony in, 50, 126 

Herch, Gijsbcrt aen den, 8j7. Sec also Cornclisz, Gijybcrt, from Breuckelcn 
Bcrck, Mr, 482 

Bcrcnts (Barents), Gijsje, biographical notice, &i2. 
Beresteyn, Jonkvrouwc van, XL 3Qi Al 
Bergen (Holland), location, 828 



Berglioorn, see Barsingerhorn 

licsscls, Adam, share in colony of Rens-^elacrswyck; 55, I7j^, x\4 ; wishes 
slate hill named Bcsscis Burg, .197 : receipt for, .';.';2 : sick, 674 ; widow of, 
72!;; mentioned, SA5i 54^ 55Ji ^06^ ^zo, 6y 

Bessels, Gerret, 797 

Bcssels Burg, farm, 78; slate hill to be so named, 2Q1 

Bestval (Bestvael, Weestmael), Juriaen, from Luyderdorp, sails on den 
Houttuyn, ()GQ ; animals on farm of, 734, 7.y) ; dilTtrcnt forms of name, 
7.^ t ; farm, 741 ; biographical notice, 827 

Bcthlehetn, purchase of land at, 167; farms at, 2Ah 72ii 810. 8io. 824. 82 i>. 
827. 832, 837. 84.'; ; lease of water power of mills opposite, 770 ; renewal 
of lease of island o|)posite to Jan Reyersz, 771-72; adiustmont (»f fire 
losses on farm of Aert Jacobsz, 774-75 ; mills at, 816. 82n. 845 

Betuwe, 6^ 211 

Bcusckom, van, family, 

Bever, de (yacht), 62^ 2^ 304 

Bevers Kill, (iiL 74^ 

Bcverwyck, first formal court established, 30^ 723 : lease of land opposite, 
7.S8-59, Sm; delegates from to convention at New Amsterdam, 784. 785 : 
houses in, 832, 836, 840. 846; schoolmaster, 843. Sec also Albany 

Bicker, Cornel is, 52^ 22© 

Bier Craakcr, Marten dc, 821. See also Hcndricksz, Marlon 
Bijlaer (Bijler), Hillegond van, 36^ ^ 
Bijlaer (Bijler), Wolfert van, ^ 4^ marriages, 45 
liijlaer (ISylacr), Wynnant van, 408 

Bijlaers Dael (Bylcrsdal), 36; farms in, 202. 203, 547, 550 ; grapevines to l>e 

planted in, 551 
Bijlvelt (Bijleuelts), Gertruijt, 301 

Bijlvelt (Biilcvcldl. liylevelt), Pieter Pietcrsz. animals bought of, 60j 2q6, 
221, 230. 232. 25£j 224j 225j 228^ 22a 280, 2<)S. 2</)j 30Qs iLZi ^2: detention 



of animals and implements transferred to van Rensselaer. 21 ; protest of 
van Rensssclaer to West India Company on account of detention of ani- 
mals of, 2()0-f)2, 2c/). 2Cj7 ; bill of sale of animals on farm no. 3, Island of 
Manhattan, 225, 227 : promissory note of Kiliaen van Rensselaer to, for 
animals and implements on farm no. 3 with receipts. 226-29 ; farm, 61. 
213. 276, 293, 2Q4 ; inventory of animals on farm of, 192-93 ; autograph 
iucing 226; signs certificate of purchase of land, i()8. 183 ; foreman of. 222. 
232 ; ejected from farm, 231 ; letter to the copartners of the colony of 
Rensselaerswyck, 234 ; ordered home, 290. 291. 295 ; arbitration of accounts 
with van Rensselaer, .301 ; contract with alluded to, 662; Teunis Dircksz 
van Vechten on farm of, 819 : mentioned, 304. 662 
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Bil, sec Dircksz, Adriaen 

I'ilt, Adrincn Tcunisz van dcr, biographical notice, 822 
Hilt, Sijnion Walingcn vant, st'c Walichsz, Symon 
liinck, A rent van den, 8qi 
Bischop, Evert Evfrtsz, 8.^6 

Bisschop, Cornelis, 420 * 
Black, Capt., 221 
Blacksmiths, 25A 
Blancke Ael, 814 

Blaricuni, location, So8. Sec also Gijsbertsz, Lubbert 
Blauwpodt, Claes Gerrctdtsen, 8m 
Bloem, Loitweris de, 717, 721 

Blomniaert (Bloeniacrt, Bloniacrt, Blomart), Samuel, notice of intention 
to send two persons to New Nelhcrland to inspect the country, 50, 1 54 ; 
registration oi a colony on the Fresh River, ^Oj I5>7. 284; registration of a 
colony on the Island of St Martin or on Barbados, 50^ 166; colony under 
the management of not startetl, 55^ 17.^ ; share in Rensselacrswyck, 55^ 165. 
175, 201. ,m ; agreement between patroons. Si I7»~7'>. 540 ; disagreement 
with van Rensselaer, 83; share in certain colonies, 164, 165; : region con- 
trolled by as patroon, 174: letter from alluded to, 285 ; accounts with, .13^. 
427. 5»6; sick, 674 : letter to Burgh, 724; resolution of the States General 
on the petition of, 725, 726, 7.^0 ; reply to the States General, 726-28. 72Q; 
autograph, 728, facing 556; -mentioned, 222i 33i Sl^. S^L Si2i SiQi SMi 54Si 
54^ 552, 556, 670 

Bloinmacrts liurg. 61^ iQi 203. 210. ^07, Iio. 675 ; men on farm, 2^2 

Blommaerts Islands, iq8 

Blomniaerts Kill, 36, 133, iqS, 676. 808 

Blommacrt's Point, .^74. 3S3 

Blomniaerts River, i.S7- See also Fresh River 
Blommendael, farm, 742 

Bloom, Lauweris de, see Bloem, Louweris dc 
Bock, Jan de, 827. See also Helmsz, Jan 
Bockhoven, see Jansz, Claes 

Boer, Pietcr Jansz de, 8.38. See also Jansz, Pieter, from I loom 

- Bogaert, Harmcn Mcyndertsz van den, 417, 72.3 

Bogardus, Evcrardus, quarrels with van Twiller, 21A married to Annetje 
Jans, My2. 834 ; slandered by Dincklage, :\f^2 ; requested to go to Rens- 
selaerswyck and Fort Orange, 404. 43 1 ; goes to Rensselacrswyck, 42.^ ; 
wishes to keep Lucas Smit, 615, 648; mentioned, 269. 287. 826 

Bogardus, Willem, 22i 

Boldewyn, uncle of van Curler, 508, 658 

Bollos. Catharina, 45 

Boocharde (Booghardij), Harniannus A., see Bogaert, Harmcn Meyndcrtsz 
van den 

- Boon, Francois, 229i Z8r, 833, 83^ 
Bornstra, Geertruy, 75 

Borrelingen (Borlingen), Joris, biographical notice, 829 
Borsedt, Pieter, 7^ 

Borsum (Borsem), Egbert van, 71^1 Zlfli 720^ 703 
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Bos, Cornclis Theunisz, sec Tcunisz, Cornells, from Wcstbroeck 

Bosch, Arcnt Dircksz, 744. 215: autograph, facing JAA 

Boston (Baston), ^86 • 

Boston Island, 252 

Boswyck, z88 

Botgrc'vc, joo 

Bouckhorst, N. van, IJS 

Boiulcwyns, Sr, ^16 

Bout, Jan Kvcrtsz, 282. 658 

Bout, Willoni I'Vcdcricksz, sec Fretlericksz, Willcm 
Bouwossz, Minnc, 2i.^ 
Bowicr, Jonkhecr Jan, 38 

Bowicr family, founded in Hollan<l by Ralph Bowyer, 32. Sec also Rens- 
selaer Bowicr 
Bowyer, Ralph, 39 
Bra, Isaac de, 232 
Braconie, Aeltje, H27 

Bradt, Albert Andriesz, .360, 676. Sec also Andricsz, Albert 
Braebander. Claes de. .SV<' also Jansz, Clacs, from Bockhoven 

Brandaris ( Brandarys. Brantaris. Brant Arys) (ship). ,S75. 577. 578, 621 
Brandy, ilistilling of, ^ 200^ 2JL, 219, 25^ 282: sale of. 28i See also 

Liquors 
Brants, Gcert, 8q6 

Brants, Gerritje, 806: biographical notice, E22. 
Brants, Lysbeth, 806; biographical notice, 822 

Brazil, subdue«l, 2^ Johan Maurits appointcfl as governor of, .^.^q ; trade to, 
401 ; victory for the Company in, 484. See also Aldrichsz, Jacob; Rasiere, 
Isaac de 

Brebice, see Berbicc 

Breda, location, 824. Sec also Donck, Adriaen van dcr; Jansz, Qacs; Ver- 

beeck, Jan 
Bredenbent, Wilhelm, 822 
Breen, see Broen 
Breestede, see Jans, Trijntjc 
Bremen, see Dircksz. Jan 

Breuckelen, COrnoIis Tcunisz van. see Schlick, Cornelis Anthonisz van 
Breuckelen (Holland), location, 8og. See also (3ornelisz, Claes; Cornelisz, 

Gijsbcrt; Elliertsz, Reyer 
r.ieuckelen (L. I.), 788 
Brew kettles, 200, 2f i. 2Q0 

Brewery. 200, 2l±, 2if^ 25^ 282, jofi, JJJ, 637. (ISi. 622, 812, 810. 8.U. 

Brickkiln. 160, 207, 283. 6i2. 829 

Brickmakcrs, •;73. 606. 637, 658 

Bridges, Charles, see Brugge. Card van 

Briggoni (Brigham). Richard, biographical notice, 835 

Brimmer, sec Brumcr 

Brooch, Frederick, 801 
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Brocckhuyscn, Maurits Jansz van, letter from alluded to, 3^; letters of van 
Rensselaer to, 408-0. : to be head farmer, 412; farm of, 412; animals 
belonging to, 412. 668; permit to settle as farmer on de Lacts Burg, 4.^7-38. 
440: commission for, 4 : messages to, from van Rensselaer, 456; condi- 
tions of lease alluded to, 478. 488. 4^), 4Q0. 40i. 4Q2. 4Q.^. 403> ; to advise 
van Curler, 490; farm must pay tithes, 498; rebuke to, .'>o.^4 ; is in Holland, 
606: must accept van Rensselaer's terms or serve out his bounden time, 
61 1 ; disputes with van Rensselaer, 6.^i : mentioned, 487, ,09, ^14. 515, 631, 
652, 665. 818: biographical notice, 8jjq 

Broen, llendrik, 52, 166. 270 

Bronck, Jonas, 817, 840 

Bronck, Pieter, biographical notice, 840 

Brongers (Brougers), Tyaert, 280. 418 

Brouwer, Jacob de, biographical notice, 83Q 

Brt)uwer, Jan Janssen, 170. 272: signs certificate of jiurchasc of land, l68 
Brugge, Carcl van, 8ii 842 

Brugh, Johannes Pietersz van, letter from delegates to convention at New 
Amsterdam to, 785; -86 ; tntrusted with delivery of remonstrance of Xoih^m- 
bcr 2^ i6f^S, 787 ; list of papers sent to, 788; letter of burgomasters and 
schepens of New Amsterdam to, 789 

Bruigh, Trijn Janse, 346 

Bruijn, Fransoijs Jacobsen de, 8^ 

Bruijn, Thomas, 717 

Brnijningh, J., rgT, 16^ 624. 6qq 

Brume r, Jan Dircksen, 678 

Brunsteyn, Claes, from Straelsundt, agreenjent with Marinus Adriaensz, 
180-81 : request to send to colony, i8<>; enrolled on ship de Rendracht, if)o; 
biographical notice, 806 

Brunswijck, see Teunisz, Pieter 

Bniyne, Anna Cornelia de, 38 

Bruynneel, Cornelis, 800 

Bulsinck, A rent, 8qi 

Bumiick, location, 807. See also Adriaensz, Gijsbert ; Adriaensz, Rutger ; 
Fredericksz, llcndrick; Jansz, Thomas 

Murgh. Albert Coenracts (Coenradj, Cocnradts, Cocnradus, Coenraetsz, Con- 
raets), registration of colony on east side of the South Bay, 156 ; 
of colony on the Island of St Vincent, 50, 1 56 : colony sold to the West 
India Company, 175; agreement between patroons, 55, 171-75. 540; 
term as director expires, (y^ van Rensselaer offers share in c(»lony to, 
65, Xii, 334; resumes seat in West India Company, 661 270; shares in 
certain colonies, 164. 165 ; region controlled by as patroon, 174; share in 
colony of Rensselaerswyck, 165, 174. 175 ; advises van Renssselaer, 267 : 



takes van Twiller's part, 267 : complains of van Twiller, 272 : promises 
Duyster to make settlement concerning furs, 273 ; instructions to be issued 
through efforts of, 282 : understanding of patroonship, 521 ; unwilling to 
accept certain articles regarding patroonship. .«;.12 ; letter of de Laet and 
Blommaert to, 724: reply to de I-»net and Blommaert, 724-21; ; mentioned, 
60, 268, 220, 224i Jlit 32Ii 464^ 522, 56Z 
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Burgomasters of New Amsterdam, petition to director and council of New 
Netherland, 784-8.; ; letter to Jan Baptist van Rensselaer and Johannes 
Pietersz van Brugh, 

Buyrmalsen (Buurmalsem), location, 802. See also Maesen, Cornelis 

Buytenhuys, Geertruy, 38 

Bykerck, Cornelis, 8qi 

Bykerck, Jan, 8qi 

Bylaer, see Bijlaer 

Bylersdal, see Bijlaers Dael 

Bylvclt, see Bijlvelt 

Cajana, see Cayenne 
Cainr. see Kalf 

Calmer Slcutcl, de (ship), 38<). 390, 400, 40.^, 411, 558^ 70Q: colonists sailing in, 

325. 812 ^ • . 

Canibre, see Chambers 

Camp, Hcndricsz op de, 

Campen (Kampen), location, 816 See also Gardcnicr, Jacob Jansz 
Canada, conditions of trade, van Rensselaer wishes to divert fur trade 
from, 

Cape Henlopcn (Ilinlooep), ^7^, 380 
Cape May (Macij), 380 

Capitcijn (Capctcijn), 81Q, 82a See also Juriaensz, Willcm; Stcvensz, Abra- 
ham 

Carpenters, to be sent over, 283^; contract with, 32? *» work in winter, 565; 
farmers employ outside carpenters at high wages, >(ro, 571 ; from Lcydcn, 
654. See also Houses 

Carstcnsz (Christcnsz, Crist enscn), Carstcn, Noorman, 442, 820; biographi- 
cal notice, 81D 

Carstcnsz (Karstenssen, Kerstcnsscn), Hendrick, from Norden, to sail in 
de Ecndracht, 263 ; engagement as farm laborer, 288: sent to colony, 31 1 ; 
instructions for, 329; biographical notice, 8t£ 

Carstcnsz, Johnti, from Rarlt. 609; biographical notice, 822 

Carstcnsz, see also Christcnsz 

Cascmbroot, Jan de, 525 

Ciiscnibroot, Jan Leonard van, 525 

Ca';emf)roof, widcnv of Jan Leonard van, S25 ; memorandum of matters lo 

bring lo the attintion of Sccrttary Musch, 466-67 
Castle Island, grain raised on, 63^ farms on, 63, 210. 214, 260, 286. 307, .y>8. 

489, 742, 808. 8r4, 824. 833 ; included in purchase, 302; named West 

Island, 198; VVolfcrt Gcrritsz to settle on, 280; Planck to settle on, 294 ; 

iticludtd in tract called Petanock, 307 : farm at, van der Donck to settle on, 

63-;. 660. 6()6: extent, 636 ; lease of farm west of the creek of, 775-77 ; 

lease of to Cornelis Sogcrsz van Voorhout, 777~79. See also Godyns 

Burg; Renssclaers Burg; Wclys Burg 
Cat (ship), 2ZA 

Catskill, 376; purchase of land at, 167; first patentee, 256, 809; farms at» 

739. 740. 8.^. 837. 839. 845 
Cattle, see Animals 

Google 
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Cayenne (Cajana), registration of colony in, 50, 126 

Certificate of purchase from Indians of land from Smacks Island to 

Moenemin's Castle, Aug. ij, 1630, i66-6q 
Certificate of purchase from the Indians of land on the west side of the 

Hudson River between Beeren Island and Smacks Island, May 1631, 181-8.1 
Chambers^ Thomas, animals on farm of, 7M0 : farm, 740. 8.11 ; lease of farm 

occupied by, 255z51\ house built by, 8^; animals killed by Indians, 837, 

839; mentioned, 825, 836, 842 ; biographical notice, 835 
Chambers of West India Company, sec West India Company, charter 
Charcoal burner, 637 

Charter of Freedoms and Exemptions, sec Freedoms and Exemptions 
Charter of West India Company, see West India Company, charter 
Chierts, sec Tyaerts 

Christcnsz (Cristensen, Kristcnsen), Andries, from Flecker, agreement with 
van Rensselaer, 186-80. 675 ; request to send to C()h)ny, 189; enrolled 
on ship de Eendracht, 190; payment to, 191 ; ran away, 28.!; ; biographical 
notice, 8q6 

Christensz, Christen, see Carstensz, Carsten 

Church at Rensselaerswyck, Brant Peelcn to take charge of services, 63. 
208: proposed building, 82^ 414. 454. 4>9. 551, 561. 662; Planck to conduct 
services, 251 : location, 454, 459. 662 : model sent by van Rensselaer, 454. 
459. 505, 662 ; houses to be built near, 455, 611. 619; Jan Cornelisz to 
build, 505. 821 : non attendance at, penalties for, 694 ; patroon's storehouse 
near Fort Orange adapted to, 828. 829 

Church at the Manhatans, contributions of grain for, 650 

Ciccanames, sec Sickenamcs 
■^X.l'it'S Acltjc, 806 

■ Clacs, Trijntje, biographical notice, 846 
Claesz, Clacs, frcm Vleckcr, 222, 282. 308; biographical notice, 805 
Claesz, Gijsbert, from Amsterdam, biographical notice, &iq 
Claesz (Clacssen), Jan, second mate of hct Wapcn van Noorwegen, 420 
Claesz (Claesen), Jan, draper at Coedijck, ^2 

Claesz (Clacssen), Jan, trader at the Manhatans, 718. 720. See also Damen, 



[Jan I Claesen 
Claesz (Claasen), Luyoas, 8qq 

Claesz (Niclaesz), I'ieter, /rom Nordcn, biograpliical notice, 8m 

Claesz, Sibdut, 8j6 

Claesz, Sybrant, 8q6 

Claesz, 'I jerck, biographical notice, 846 

Clavcrack, purchase of land at, 167 

Clock, Abraham, biographical notice, 8jj 

Cloth, manufacture forbidden, i£3; purchase of, 672, 673- See also Duflels 
C(»at of arms of van Rensselaer family, 35, 42^ 43 
Codde. Pieter, 700 

C"c<Iijck, 629. See also Mcgapolensis, Johannes, sr 
Coenraetsz, Albert, sec Burgh, Albert Coenraels 
Coenraetsz, M.itthcus, 8qq 
Cocrlant, see Smit, Lucas 
Cceymans, see Koijtnians 
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Coins, 8^ 

C'»lc, Lcnacrt. signs certificates of purchase of land, 169, 183 
Colendonck, 824 

Colonics in New Netherland, registration of, 50^ 154-58; first combination 
of and shares each partner is to have in them. 164-65 : agreement between 
patroons, 171-74: faiUirc of early attempts at colonization, 236 ; disagree- 
ment between West India Company and van Rensselaer concerning, 2.^6 ; 
fur trade increased by establishing, 248 ; Company should admit more, 4^8 

Colonists, conveyance by the West India Company, ^ ; terms offered to, 
52 ' 58, 178. 188: transported to Rensselaerswyck ^^^30-32, 58; restrictions 
on. 6i_i restrictions on fur trade deter, 22_i Manhatans, return to 

fatherland after expiration (»f six years' contract, 2Q_: van Rensselaer's 
care of spiritual welfare of, 82^ 208, 251. 4Q4. 415. 4'S, 410, 547. 5C19, rx)5-8. 
618-19. 621. 622. 645. 647; measures against cheating of, 160. 411, 415-18, 
X^\, 441. MSi 450-52. 482, 487-88, 40C^5OO. 500-15. 550-^. 6x6. 
63,^-35. 6.^7. 648. 66.V-68, 682-QO. 707-14: nuttual disputes, 170; memoranda 
of pajments to. ioi-g2; must not trade with strangers and private traders, 
441 ; indebtedness, 564 ; sent l)y van Rensselaer, who marry and stay at 
the Manhatans. 614, 624, 654. 66q; ingratitude toward van Rensselaer, 
616: list of, 805-46. Sec also Contracts and agreements; Farmers; 
Mechanics; Freed(;m5 and F.xemptions; Patroons 

Commis, use of term, 22; at Rensselaerswyck, Jacob Planck. 62. iJ2; Arcnt 
van Curler, 4.15. 460. 481, 600; at the North, Dirck Cornelisz Duyster, 219; 
of fur trade of Rensselaerswyck, Pieter Bijlvelt's petition. 2.u ; scnf to 
Swanendael, 246 ; trade with the 1-nglish. 407 ; trade to be carried on 
with, 418. 479. 482. 5o». 549; strangers and private traders must trade 
with. 44 1 ; colonists who need goods to notify, 462 ; furs to be delivered 
to. 46.^ ; unwise to grant farm to, 488 ; accfumts with <lirector, 622; at 
Renssclaers Steyn, Nic<»laes Coorn, 680: palroon's ;iccouiifs, 713. Sec also 
Coorn, Nicolaes; Curler, Arent van; Planck, Jacob All)crtsz 

Commis at l*"ort Orange. Albert Dietcrinck. 3^ Dirk Cornelisz Duyster, 6oi 
Hans Jorisz llunthum. (sl -A^ : Hastiacn Jans/. Krol, 1 58 ; power of 
attorney to, to administer oath to Rutger Hctulricksz. 205 ; Rutgcr 
Hen<lrieksz to ai«l, 208; furs to be dilivered to, 2»iq: mines to be reported 
to, 210; to furnish men for buihling houses, 210: relations to colony of 
Rens-^claerswyck, 212 ; new. appointment. 217 ; petition to recall Hunthum. 
249; salary, 273 ; requesteil to defend van Rensselaer's houses, people 
etc., 21)8: Marten Gerritsz. 329. 401 ; <lucs not have power to administer 
justice. 474- Sec also Hrnggc, Carel vati : Dietcrinck. Albert; Duyster, 
Dirck Cornelisz ; Gerritsz, Marten; llunthum, Hans Jorisz; Krol, Bastiacn 
Jansz 

Commissioners of Rensselaerswyck, 30. 461, 572. 639, 640, 641 ; powers, 696 
Commissions issued by van Rensselaer, 433, 435, 4.^, 437. 680; extracts 

from, 699-705 
Compeer. Thomas, see Higgins. Thomas 

Conduit. Hendrick. from Coninghsbergen. farm of. 260 ; contract with van 
Rensselaer. 260-62. 280, 28(». 2</v. to sail in de Fendr.'icht, 263; eng.igement 
of fartn laborer for, 288; biographical notice, &2S 

Coney Island, ^ 
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Coniiick David, tic (ship), 552. 561^ 5^ S25± S2§i SZL 621 : colonists sailing 
i". .S55. 825-26 ; journal of Antony de Hoogcs on voyage to New 
Xethcrlaml, 580-60.^ 

Coningh, I'rans Jacobsz, 8.^q ; biographical notice, 846 

Coningh, Thomas, 8.^Q ; biographical notice, 8.^ 

Coninghsbcrgen (Konigsbcrg), location, 808. Sec also Conduit, Hendrick 
Connecticut River, ste Fresh River 
Constapel, Andries, see Herlicrtsz, Andrics 

Contracts and agreements with colonists, 171, 176, 179, 186. iQ.i. IQ.^. 250t 
2.S4. 2!^^, 257, 2^8. 260, ^^J ; extracts from, 674-80 ; leases and agreements. 
746-8.^ : councilors warne4 "'^^'t change without approval. ^1; van 
Rensselaer's explanation of, 461. 476 : van Rensselaer denies that they 
restrict right of appeal to director and council of New Netherland. 476 ; 
to l)c given those who accept con<litions, 40.^ : misconstrued by colonists. 
502 ; ordinance forbidding people who come to live or hunt in the colony 
fn)m leaving without making a contract, 628 

Convention at New Amsterdam, letter from delegates to, 785-86. 787 ; list 
of p.ipers sent to Jan Baptist van Rensselaer and Johannes Pietersz van 
l^rugh in name of delegates, 2^ 

Convoyen. QS 

Coorn (Coren), Nicolaes. commission to, as commander and commis on 
Renssclaers Steyn, 680-82. 704 : succeeds van der Donck, 30^^ 824 : notice 
to be served on private traders by, (:g7, 705 : mentioned, 684. 685, 6qo. 812: 
biographical notice, 8ji 

Coornhart, B., letter of Jan Ilcndricksz van Gnnst to, 792 ; power of 
attorney to collect money from Aeltje Marchal and others, 7g.-r-Q5 

Coortsen, Dirck, sec Stam, Dirck Corssen 

Coppcnhagen, sec Lnurensz, Laurens 

Coren, notary, 25 

Coren, see also Coorn, Nicolaes 

Corlcr. see Curler 

Cornelis, Aechtje, 556 

Cornclis. Aeltje, S12 

Cornelis, Broer. see Schlick. Cornelis Anthonisz van 
C<»rnelis, Divertgen, .11 1. 808 
Cornelis, Lysbet, Sqq 

Cornelis, Lysbeth, see Voorhout. Lysbeth Cornclise van 
Cornelis, Saertje, S^r 

Cornelis. Stijntje. see Maesen. Stijntje Cornelis 

Cornelisz, Adriaen, from Barsingerhorn. foreman for Maurits Jansz van 
Broeckhuysen. 408. 412 : farm for, 4.^8; permit, 40 1 : conditions of lease of 
farm, 402. 40.I ; fire at farm of, 520. 56.^ ; mentioned, j^ji, 478. 487: bio- 
graphical notice, &iS 

Cornelisz. Claes, son of Cornclis Segersz van Voorhout, 7^^. Sec also 
Voorhout. Claes Cornelisz van 

Cornelisz, Claes, from Breuckolcn, brother of Gijsbert Cornelisz, 7^4, 8^0 ; 
!)ingraphical notice, 842 

Cornelisz [Swits]. Claes. wheelwright at the Manhatans, animals belonging 
to. 206, 401. 40.^ : contract with, 317 ; to send ship with cattle, 40.1; 
mentioned, 232^ ^ 
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- Cornclisz, CorncHs, see Voorhout, Cornells Corneltsz van 
Cornclisz, Cornells, Mockmaker, 8qq 

Cornclisz, Cornells (Vos), from Scliocnderwocrdt, 6.11. 814, 82.^; bio- 
graphical notice, 822 

Cornclisz (Corncliscn), Crcyn, surveyor, probably mistake for Crijn 
Fredericksz, 612 

Cornclisz, Crijn, from Houtcn, references to in account books, 4.^; farm, 
438. 4^; advised to establish a farm on Castle Island, 489: animals for, 
400. 9,1. 'i ; conditions agreed to, 4Q2 ; accounts, 508; papers sent to colony 
in care of, .S i .S : agrees to price of wheat, 66i, ; mentioned, 82.^. 824. 837, 
8.^8 : biographical notice, 810 , 

Cornclisz, Dirck. sec Duyster, Dirck Cornclisz 

Cornclisz, Gcrrit, iSi 

Cornclisz, Gijsbcrt (van den Hoogenberch, or acn den Berch), from 
Brcuckclen, struck by Clacs Andriesz, 7.11 ; brother of, 734 ; animals on 
farm of, 7.1.«>. 7.10: farm, 741 ; renewal of lease of farm to, 76Q-70; agree- 
ment as to tithes of farm, 844 ; biographical notice, 832 
-Cornclisz, Gijsbcrt (Waert), from Wecsp, lease of Castle Island, 777; garden, 
810: wife, 8.^3 ; mentioned, 822, 8.45 ; biographical notice, 769, 8.^.^ 

Cornclisz, Hendrick, sec Maesen, Hendrick Cornclisz 

Cornclisz, Jan, from Houten, 5>o4 : biographical notice, 823 

Cornclisz, Jan, from Lcyden, letter of van Rensselaer to, 504-6 ; nicntionc«l, 
444, 501, 561, 565, 661 ; biographical notice, 821 

Cornclisz, Maes, see Maesen, Maes Cornclisz 

Cornclisz, Marten, sec Maesen, Marten Cornclisz 

Cornclisz, Marten, from Yssolstcyn, i&i 

Cornclisz, Picter, from Munnickcndam, commissioner, 30, 4,^, 450; instruc- 
tions for, .127, .128. XV, 702: contract with van Rensselaer, 332. 510. 676-77 ; 
contract with van Rensselaer alluded to, .^7 ; appointed councilor and 
schepen. 327 ; memoranda for, 332 ; letters of van Rensselaer to, 350-51, 
406-7. 44.^45. 4Q7-^; goes up the river in a yacht, .175 : parted from 
Albert Andriesz, 4(X); to build a grist-mill and brewcr>', 41.1, 809 ; accounts 
with, 417, 474, 489, 563, (192 ; ,to advise van Curler, 434. 488. 490, 509-10; 
commission as receiver of tithes and supercargo of the vessel. 436-37 ; 
commission for alluded to, 453, 495 : charges for lumber, 442 ; to furnish 
boanls for the church, 454 ; with others to fill place of officer of justice, 
459; councilor, 461 ; instructions to concerning farmers, 492 ; may take 
farm of Cornclis Teunisz, letter U> alluded to. 509; blanket for, 

509 ; authorization concerning tithes, 515; letter from, allusion to, 520; 
message to from van Rensselaer, 561; van Rensselaer's resolution regard- 
ing affair of, 615 16; to advise van Rensselaer concerning numlx^r of 
farms, 617 ; subtlety of, 6.\2 : disagreements with van Rensselaer, 635, 644 ; 
ilispute with van Rensselaer settled. 660; should be watched, 637 ; manage- 
ment of sawmill and grist-mill, 6.18 ; sawmill, 6.19; to assist van Curler 
in regard to disputes concerning wheat, 665 ; son in law, 818: mentioned. 

i», 32J. 329. m ilL SOQi S52» §Mi 6j2i ^ ^ 

814. 816, 821 : biographical notice, £il 

Cornclisz, Roelof, from Ilouten, 438 ; biographical notice, 8iJ 

Cornclisz, Scger, see Voorhout, Segcf rornelisz van 
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Cornelisz, Tcunis, see Spitsenberch, Teunis Cornelisz 
Cornelisz, Teunis, see Vcchten, Teunis Cornelisz van 
Cornelisz, Tobias, see Macsen, Tobias Cornelisz 
Corssen, Arcnt, 32? 

Corssen, Dirck, see Stain, Dirck Corssen 
Cortakelis, see Torlarolis 
Cortlandt, Maria van, 846 

Cortlandt, Oloflf Stcvensz van, 4.^^. 621; letter of van Rensselaer to, 6.'>.s-!>6 
Council of New Netherland, see Director and council of New Netherland 
Cr!uncil of Renssclacrswyck, members, 63^ 20S. 327 ; black hats with silver 
bands presented to, 63^ 20s: instructions to, 208-12: to consist of seven 
persons, 4>0 : too independent, 487 ; to consist of three commissioners and 
four associate councilors, .S72. 6.w. 640 ; van dor Donck to give dignity 
to, 632; powers, 6q6. See also Schepens 
Court of Fort Orange and Bcvcrwyck first established, 30, ^23 
Court of Renssclacrswyck, record of, 1648-32, joj consolidated with court 
of Albany, 30J first established, 62, 63J appeals from, I4g, 476. 5"^^ also 
Schepens 

Couwenhovcn, location, i6r, 80S. See also Gerritsz, Wolfert; Wolfertsz, 
Jacob 

Crailo (Craloo), van Rensselaer's estate in Holland, ^ 284, 454, 547 
Cramer, Cornelia Judith, 38 
Craycpoel, Jan van, jSoi 
Crcmyn, see Kettelheym, Jochem 

Crijjicn, Cornelis, from Ilouten, biographical notice, 823 

Crijnen, Jan, from Ilouten, biographical notice, 823 

Cristcnsen, Cristcn, sec Carstcnsz, Carsten 

Croaet, Abraham Stevcnsz, 81Q. See also Stcvensz, Abraham 

Croix (Croijs), Jeronimus la, see Lacroix, Jeronimus 

Crol. see Krol 

Croon, Adriaen Jansz, 8^ 

Croon, Dirck Jansz, from Amsterdam, 836, 842; biographical notice, 8^ 
Cruijer, Merten, 71Q. 722 
Cruyf. Cornells Gcrbcrlsz. R16 

Cruyf, Kldcrt Gerbertsz. from Hilvcrsum, sawmills, 772 ; lease of farm to, 

772-73, biographical notice. 845 
Cuir«;eii, Dirck, see Stam, Dirck Corssen 

Culcnbur^'h (Cuylcnborch), location, 808. See also Menscn, Marcus 
Curacao, 77, 320, 561. 575. f>77. .S78 

Curler (Corlaer, Corler), Arcnt van, from Nykcrck, so-called Journal of, 
26j 271 : assistant to Planck, 2Q^ 78, 392. 41 1 ; commissioner. 30. 
434, 45Q, 641 ; baptized, 25i recommended to Minuit, 3go, .y)5 ; engaged to 
go to Rensselaerswyck, 397, 398 ; recommended to van Twiller, 402; letters 
of van Rensselaer to. ^lO^ 438 43. 45-2-56. 4^5-89, 40O. SoR'tS. 540-52. 
556-65, 572-73, 576 -78, 658-68 ; admonition and rebuke to, 410, 438-39, 
454. 508. 513. 557. 650. 6S3i 658-60, 66ij accounts. ^ 480, 622, 62^ 
650. 651, 653, 657, 658. 689; accounts with Albert Andriesz. 500. 506, 507 : 
invoice to be sent to, 430 ; commission to as secretary and bookkeeper of 
Renssclacrswyck, 43.^-.^. 437. 453. 495. 497. 499; Cornelis Teunisz to 
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assist, 4.1^. 496; provisionally holds office of commis, 435, 460. 481 : to 
assist Picter Cornclisz in his duties, 4.^6; with others to fill place of 
officer of justice, 4^): opper-conimis, 460; councilor, 461 ; Kicft to send 
soldiers to, if necessary, 47.1 ; grain to be delivered to, 477 ; payments to 
Kieft, 484 : papers sent to, 485 ; instructions to, 4Q0. 492. 651, 655, 689, 690. 
6q8, 714 ; farm for, 49,^ ; Pieter Cornelisz to assist, 498; Maurits Jansz 
to assist, sxxi: ordinances etc. signed by, 515. 574, 715. 7r6. 747; furs 
sent by, 549. 576; house for, 551. 563. 646; to register settlers, 610; 
messages from van Rensselaer to, 612. 650 ; memorandum for, 614 ; to 
advise van Rensselaer concerning number of farms, 617 ; administrator of 
colony, 618 : represents director, 618. 643 ; Mcgapolensis to stay with, 619; 
Antony de Hooges assistant to. 620. 704 : van der Donck to instruct, 632 ; 
paNTiients to L.ibatie, 635; collection of money advanced by van Rensselaer, 
648; charged with intemperance, 649: contributed wheat toward erection 
of church at the Manhatans. 650: supplies Kieft without receiving pay- 
ment, 650. 651 ; skins due to, 652 ; debts, 652 ; to turn over papers to 
de Hoogcs, 653 ; extravagance in office, 653 ; evil rumors concerning, 653; 
grain furnished by. 657 ; instructions to Kieft concerning, 658; advice to 
de Hooges concerning, 6(9 ; price of wheat fixed by, 689; commis of goods 
employed in the fur trade, 690; security for, 709 : furs stolen from house 
*>f. 715 ; accounts of ship het VVapen van Rensselaerswyck apparently 
kept by, 717; animals on farm of, 7.^8. 740; farm, 743: mentioned, 287. 
413. 414. 432. 438, 446. 448. 477. 483. 500. 50 f. S02. 505. 506. 5X5, 52L 
631. 644. 655. 669. 710, 756, 766, 816. 823. 824, 8.U ; liiographical notice, 817 

Curler (Corler), Goossen van, 28 

Curler, Ilendrik van, ^ 

Curler (Corler), Jacol»us van. cousin of Arent van Curler,. 281 appointment 

as onder-conimis at lM»rt Orange suggested, 216. 219; accounts, 4^ 
Curler, Joachim van, 28 
Cuttelhuyn, see Keltelheym 

Cnyper. (ierrit Janscn, 824- See also Jansz, Gerrit, from Haerlem 
Dam, van, 804 

Damen. [Jan] Clacsen. 710- See also Claesz. Jan 

l)avi«ls. ChristofTel, 8t 1. 810. 833. 839; biogr.nphical notice, 8i(2 

Delaware River, .lee South River 

Drnijs, Sara, 823 

iJi sens, 8</). See also Jansz, Barent 

nieterinck. Albert, surveys of colony by, 33, 216, 217. 2i8. 219: commis 
at Fort Orange, j-jj sumtnoncd home. 215. 217 : mentioned, 402 

Dijck (Dyck), (iijslicrt op den, ^16. 322j 327^ 578, 62I 

Dijck (I)yck). Homlrick van. ^ ^ ^ ^ 295. 

nijckinan (Dycknjan). Johanius. 158, 822. 835, 836. 841, 8^ 

Dincklage ( Dincklagcn. Dinxlaecken). Lubbert van, fiscal and officer, 72 : 
van Rcnssi laer wishes him to take farm, 22, 2i)7 ; strife with van Twiller 
and I'l tgardus. 2Zi 320. 352. 465 ; sails to New Netherland, 207 ; complaints 
about salary, ^525; mentioiu<l, 2(18. 623 

Dircksz. Adriaen. from Hil. 838 ; biographical notice, 842 

Dircksz, Adriaen, skipper of den Houttuyn, 609 
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Dircksz, Barent, seed inspected by, iq^ 

Dircksz, Cornelis, father of Dirck Cornelisz Duyster, zoo 

Dircksz, Cornelis, van Vcchten, see Vcchten, Cornelis Dircksz van 

Dircksz, Jan, from Amersfoort, biographical notice, 8iS 

Dircksz, Jan, from Bremen, commission to, as skipper of colony's yacht 

Rensselaerswyck, 680-82, 704: animals on farm of, 7.y>. 740 : farm of, 772; 

mentioned, 684. 820. 825. 827. 8.^1. 8.17. 8,^8. 8iq. 84 : biographical notice, 

832 

Dircksz, Siewert, TOO 

Dircksz, Teunis, see Vcchten, Tennis Dircksz van 

Director and council of New Nctherland, letter of van Rensselaer to, 
2Q7~00; ordinance prohibiting sale of firearms to Indians and requiring 
vessels sailing to or from Fort Orange, the South River or l''ort Hope 
to obtain a permit, 426: petititni to, 784-85 

Diterinck, Albert, see Dieterinck, Albert 

Does, Simon van der, 59^ 157. 270 

Doesburch, location, 827. See also Andriesz, Ilendrick; Dries, Gccrtruyt 
Dojesz, see Doysz r^i^ 
Dolfyn, de (ship), 485 ^ ^Z* 

Dominees Hoeck, 8ig-20 

Dommelaer, 8:^6. See also Schut, Jan Willemsz 
Dompselaer, 284 

Donck^ member of States General, 2^2 

Donck, Adriaen van der, from Breda, acted in capacity of schout till i(i\6, 
30; succeeded by Nicolaes Coorn, van Rensselaer makes inquiries con- 
cerning character of, 524 ; van Rensselaer proposes to send to New 
Netherland, S27 ; consulted by van Rensselaer, : letters of van Rens- 
selaer to, 547, 571-72. 630 44 ; recommended to van Curler, 540 ; recom- 
mended to Kieft, 549 ; animals to be delivered to, 552 ; sailed on den 
Eyckenboom. 556, c;77 : to advise van Curler, ';>7. 610; duties, 558; memo- 
randum for, 560; instructions for, 572, 655, 692, 703 ; ordinance regulating 
fur trade, 573-74 ; case for, 614 ; to serve notice on persons remaining 
at the Manhatans, 614 ; location of residence, 616, 617, 631. 643 ; repre- 
sents chief officer, 618. 619 ; admonition and rebuke to, 631-32. 636. 637. 
642-44 ; assistant for, 641 ; criticises van Rensselaer's administration, 642 ; 
ambitious for directorship, 644; van Rensselaer's opinion of, 649, 650; 
farm, 660. 666, 777 : statement on investments in merchandise, 663 ; com- 
missioners must examine his propositions, 664; to assist van Curler in 
regard to disputes concerning wheat, 665; van Curler to report to van 
Rensselaer on behavior of, 666 ; threatened, 666; advised to bring action 
against Willcm Juriaensz, 667 ; settlement of accounts, 668 ; to render 
accounts to van Curler, 690; commission for, 703 ; mentioned, 54>^. 550. 
551. 5522 528. 6i2j 651^ 66i 666, 66q, zLL 812, 822^ Sjo, 8^ 83^ 
834. 842 : biographical notice, 824 

Donck, Cornelis van der, letters of van Rensselaer to, 554 55. 573. 574~75t 
603. 608; mentioned, 824 

Donckesz, Catalijn, 439, 821 

Doorn, location, 827. See also I-ambcrtsz, Cornelis 
Doose, Hendrick, 202, 203 

55 
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Dorlandt, Jacob Lambcrtsz van, 6oq. 8.^1. 8.^2. 8.^8, S41 ; biographical notice. 
Doughty, Francis, 824 

Doiiw, Volckert Jansz, sec Hansz, Volckert 
Downs, victory at the, 484 
Doysz, Egbert, biographical notice, 839 
Dries, Gcertruyt, 600. 8z2 

Dries (Driesz), Hcndrick, sec Andriesz, Hendrick 
Driescn, van, see Andriesz, A rent 
Drunkenness, fines for, 694 

Duffels, 336, 410, 411, 417, 446, 467, 468. 471. 520. f;24. 543. 545. 5.S2. 554. 

526^ 614^ 633, 62L (>ZA Tin pricc of, 563, §20 
Dusart, Isnak, ^ 

Duties, West India Company exempt from, q5j to be paid to West India 
Company, 145^ 1421 liSJ on 142, 44i 4^ ^ 6i_L 6sh §501 van 

Rensselaer refuses to pay to the Company, 622 

Duval, JLudilh Henrietta, 38 

Duyckcr, Evert, 719, 722 

Duyster (Duijster, Duuslcr), Dirck C<7nftlisz, to assist Krol in purchase 
of land for van Rensselaer, 54^ 158, 700; succeeded as commis by Hunthum, 
Co; certifies to purchase of land, 181, 183 ; recommended to superintend 
men during van Twillcr's absence, 206 ; letter from van Rensselaer, 215-17 ; 
appointment as onder-commis, 217 ; suggested that he exchange places 
with Jacobus van Corler, 216. 219; salary, 273 ; requests settlement con- 
cerning furs, 273 ; proposed as commis, 316; drowned, 329; mentioned, 
33, 58, 260. 270 : biographical notice, 700 

Duyster, Lijsbeth Cornelis, 200 

Duyster, Willem, 700 

Dyck, see Dijck 

Ebbingh, Jcronimus, 

Edam, location, 809. See also Jansz, Dirck; Michiclsz, Jan; Planck, 
Abraham Jacultsz ; Planck, Jacob Alberlsz; Thijmensz, Reynicr 

Education, patnions and colonists to provide for support of schoolmaster, 
51, 151 ; building to be used for a school, 663; trustees of fund for 
building, 811-12; schoolmasters, 838, 843 

Ecckhoorntje, 't (ship), 136, i^Z, 285 

lulkcns, Ilendrik, 6^ 

Eclkcns, Jacob, 72, 302. 303 

Ecmland, 62 

Eencluys, Hans Jansz, from Rotterdam, lease of water power to, 754-55 : 

mentioned, 81 1, 840; biographical notice, 825 
Ecndracht, de (ship), 62» iSq, 266, 288, ^ ^14, 215i ^ HL ilS^ 322; 

names of colonists sailing in, i^o, 263. 805. 806-7. 808-9 
Egmont, location, 679, 833. See also Voorhout, Cornelis Sogersz van 
Eincklacn, J., ^56, 567; autograpli, facini: 556 

Elbertsz (Albertsz), Elbert, from Nykerck, 325, .y)7. 398; biographical 
notice, 817 

Elbertsz, Reycr, from Brcuckclcn, biographical notice, 842 
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Elbinck (ship), bill of lading for furs shipped in, 743-44 
Eliyas, Z2Z 

Ellcrtsz (Elbertscn), Lucas, biographical notice, 830 

Elsseneur (Helsingor), see Adriaensz, Willem 

Emden, refuge during Spanish persecutions, 2ffi 

Engel Gabriel, de (ship), ^ 456, 485^ 486, 510, 566, 526, 522 

English, encroachments on Fresh River and elsewhere, ^ jQi 4^2, 483. 526; 

on the Sloepsbay, 170; obtain foothold on Fresh River, 284; claims to 

territory of New Netherland, ^ 
English subjects, revolts, 2&4 
Ernst, Roetert, 2M 

Es, Cornelis Hendricksz van, see Nes, Cornells Hendricksz van --^ 
Esen, 806. See also Jansz, Barent 
Eslandt, Claes van, 480 

Esopus (Esocpcs), 22^ 828^ 835, 8^2: See also Wiltwijck 
Esopus Indians, war with, ^4 
Essequebo, colony in, 50^ 126 

Evertsz, Tijs, biographical not ic 0^841 

Evertsz, Wessel, 2iS 
Export of goods, ordinance prohibiting, without special consent, 628 
Eyckenboom, de (ship), 553, 556, s6r, 562, 566^ 562, S22i 633; 2Q persons 
sailing by, t^.t^o ; colonists sailing by, 824-25 

Fairfax, Thomas, biographical notice, 832 

Farm laborers, terms offered to, 5i7-58 ; wages, 82, 329, 433, 692 ; memoranda 
of the engagement of, 195-96; lists, 204, 222, 397, 398; misbehaving, shall 
be punished, 211 ; sent with de Reux, 218; instructions to Megapolensis 
concerning, 6 in See also Colonists ; Contracts and agreements 

Farmers, terms offered to, 52i 210, 490, 604; conditions upon which they 
came to Rensselaerswyck, 82_; raised wages of farm laborers, 82j names 
of, 198. 222; misbehaving, shall be punished, 211 ; on de Laets Burg, 
222, 437 ; copies of contracts with given to Planck, 296; not to pay higher 
wages without consent of van Rensselaer, 329; instructions to Planck 
concerning, 329; directions to for sowing wheat, 4»12 ; plotted against 
patroon, unwilling to accept van Rensselaer's conditions, ^J25"» ^^'^ 

grain without van Rensselaer's knowledge, 559 ; suit to be brought against, 
560; employ outside carpenters at high wages, 560. 57 1 ; refuse to take 
the oath for their servants, 640: redress of abuses and faults of, 686-^7 ; 
accounts with, 690; proper remedy against the abuse of outstanding 
accounts, 707-14. See also Colonists; Contracts and agreements; Tithes 

Farms, first established, £2J ^c^, §11 ^<^^^ ¥oTt Orange, 61^ 162. 210, 214. 
287; van Rensselaer asks for men from garrison to work on, 22i 298; 
Wolfert Gerritsz to direct affairs of, 160; materials for use of, 204 ; to 
be put into working order, 210; directions for care of animals, 211 ; 
directions for selling produce, 21 1 ; list of men on, 222; fourth, to be 
started under Lubbert Gijsbertsz, 285 ; number on West Island, 286. 287. 
307, 308; possible number in colony, 293. 617 : instructions to Planck 
concerning, 326; near Pacp Sickenes Island, 408; van Rensselaer's prin- 
cipal object directed toward farming, 4^2; of Teunis Dircksz van Vechten, 
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412; patroon is willing to sell, 4Q4: of Adriaen Gjrnelisz, fire at, 56.^ ; of 
van dcr Donck at West Island, 635, 660. 666; new, plenty of land and 
animals to establish, 654 ; at Great Flats, 660, 666, 667; animals on, 
22Q-2I. 732-43 : leases and agreements relating to, 746-80; of Aert Jacobsz, 
adjustment of fire losses on, 774; 

names of: 210. 222. 309-10; Bessels Burg, ^ 397; Blommaerts 

Burg, 6^123,1^ 210, 222^ 307, jio^ 435, 6zSi Godyns Burg, 61^ 
108. 222. 260. 280. 307. 310: de Laets Burg, 34^ S2i IS^ 210. 2^ 260^ 

307. 3Q<L 4JZi 560; Rensselaers Burg, Mi 52i ^ ISQi 210, ^ 26a 307, 

308. 480. 493; Trippen Bupg, 28^ 397 ; Welys Burg, 61^ 129, 210, 2^ 307. 
310. 489 

Fanns at the Manliatans, one to be kept for van Rensselaer, 278, 322 : 
contract with Company, 2QS : van Rensselaer's letter to director and council 
concerning, 2<j7 ; fann no. contract of sale of animals, tools etc., 
223. 230; 

farm no. 2J detention of animals on, 2Q1 : animals from to be sent 
up the river, 294; 

farm no. 3j inventory of stock on, 192-93; bill of sale of increase 
of animals on, 225; promissory notes of van Rensselaer for animals 
and implements on, 226-27. 228-29 ; detention of animals on, apt ; animals 
from, to he sent up the river, 294- See .also Bijlvelt, Pieter Pietersz; 
Focken, Evert; Manhattan Island; Minuit, Peter; Notelman, Coenraet ; 
Rcux, Gerrit Theusz de 

Ferlyn, Jasper, see Gouw, Jasper Ferlyn van der 

Fcrnambucq (ship), 332 

Fernando do Noronho, Island, go, 155 

Fifth Creek, iq3: house near, 815; farm near, 2SL. ^QQ± ^12± ^Ah 845: 
mills on, 746-48. 749-.'>i. 811. 812, 816. 821, 822. 831, 832, 846. See also 
Patroons Creek 

Firearms, sale to Indians forbidden, 426; ordinance of Rensselaerswyck 

prohibiting sale to Indians, !fi^-66 
Fishing, yg* 188, 514^ 

Flag of Rensselaerswyck, sent by de Eendracht, 6^; hauled down by 
Krol, 424 

Flecker (Flcckcro, Vlcckcn, Vlcckcr). location, 186^805. See also Christensz. 

Andries; Qaesz, Claes; Goverts, Cornelis; Goyversen, Jacob 
Floddcr, Jacob Jansz, see Gardenier, Jacob Jansz 
Ff»rken (Fockes), Evert, 162. 206. 220 
Focyt, 268 

Fonda, Gillis Douwcs, biographical notice, 842-43 

Forest (F'oreest), Gerard de, brother of Jesse de Forest, 2Aj contract with, 
74. 328. 3.^2 ; accounts with van Rensselaer, 2^ 335^ 3.^.^8. 339^ 341Z45. 
347. 348 ; mentioned, 30, 334 

Forest CForcost). Hcndrick de, arrived in the spring of 1637, 21± Z5J mate 
of ship Rensselaerswyck. ^ 34.3. 375 ; sailed with David Pietersz de Vries 
in IQ7 ; forms of name, 122; S"" of Jesse de Forest, 343; wife of, 

343. 349 ; letter to van Rensselaer, 345; autograph, facing 345; letter to 
alluded to, 407; death, 25t 382 

Forest, Isaac de, 12Z 
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Forest, Jean de, 343 

Forest (Forccst), Jehan du, 343, 345, 34^^ 34Q 
Forest, Jesse de, 24. MA 
Forest, Melchoir de, 34^ 
Forest, Rachel de, 25 

Fort Good Hope (de Hoop, Hope), 216. 426. 818 

Fort Orange, court first established at, 30^ 723; van Rensselaer's domain 
situated near, 34^ 3Si 52i 5i 152. LSQ. ^7=,: van Rensselaer exerts 
himself to maintain friendly relations with commander and authorities, 
54, 212. 41^ : farms near, 6i^ 162. 210. 214. 287 : van Rensselaer asks for 
men from garrison to work on farms and to guard the mill, 23. 2q8; 
land near to be tilled, 160: house to be built near, 160: number of men 
kept by company at. 200: supplies for men at garrison, 200: proposed 
purchase of islands near, 202; van Rensselaer's claim to land on which it 
is situated, 212. 216: distance from the Manhatans, 245 ; arrival of ship 
Rensselaerswyck at, .^76, 377 ; vessels sailing to or from to obtain a permit, 
426 ; van Rensselaer plans to get trade at into his hands, 455; kept from 
the beginning as a trading post, 474 ; fur trade at, 483 ; wine sent to, 622. 
624 : ordinance concerning fur trade issued by officers at, 722-2.^. See 
also Commis at Fort Orange 

I'ourth Creek, 35. 133 

Franickcr, location, 807. See also Tyaerts, Jan 

I'rans, Marritjen, 837 

Fransen. Dirck, 8qq 

Fransz. Jan, from Hoesen, 830 

Fredericks/, Crijn. 33^ 217. 218, 617, 636 

Fredericks?, Hendrick, from Bunnick. memoranda of engnyemcnt of, iq6; 
facsimile of mark, facing 1 06; sails for colony, 204, 310; farm laborer at 
Blommaerts Burg, 222 ; biographical notice, 807 

Fredericks/, Willcm, from Lcydtn, 747. 748, 811, 816. 828. 8.^. 844; biographi- 
cal notice, 822 

— Frederikstad, location. 8o(j. Sec also Andricsz, Albert ; Andriesz, Arent 

Free trade, directors unable to decide upon, 22j proposed, 80; O'Callaghan's 
statements concerning, &i 

Freedoms and Kxemptions, established, 47 48. 2.17 : first charter of, 50- 
Sii I3^>- 53 : Company disinclined to fulfil. 61 : printed copy sent to officers 
and schepens, 62^ 209, 215 ; attempt to undermine, (xjj disputes concerning, 
68: meaning of concerning fur trade, 76-77 ; new. van Rensselaer's pro- 
test against. So. 424-25 . 463-65, 466. 500; effort to deprive the patroons of, 
244 : needed to raise up patroons, 246 ; approved anew, 266 

Freemen, privileges granted to. 52; instructions to Planck concerning, .127 ; 
contract with alluded to, 441, 463 ; not included in contracts made with 
colonists. 476 : wages, 502 ; changes in contracts with. 562 ; Kicft's recom- 
mendations, 624 ; ordinance of the colony of Rensselaerswyck prohibiting 
freemen and priv.-ite traders from coming with their vessels within the 
limits r)f the colony, 626-27 ; place of residence, 660: rule of patroon 
governing. 6qi 

Freight, carrying of, 64-65. 143. 147. 236 . 
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Freight charges, colonists not to know of, 430; statements to Kieft con- 
cerning, 432, .477 ; directions to van Curler, 443. 564; van Rensselaer re- 
fuses to pay to the Company, 622; letter of Kieft concerning, 62^; Com- 
pany's demands excessive, 651 ; in dispute between van Rensselaer and 
the Company, 657, 659 

Fresh River (Blommaert's River, Connecticut River), proposed colony on, 
50, 165, 171 : registration by Samuel Blommaert of a colony on, 157; colony 
not begun, 175 ; opposition to patroons reason for failure of colony, 2.^8; 
advantages, 284; English encroachments on, 401, 483. 526; brickmakcrs at, 
658 

Fruit, cultivation, 414 
Funis Island, 381 

Fur trade, van Rensselaer's proposal to curtail, 42J Company desires to 
monopolize, 48^ ZQi Z6^ Z2i 244. .114. 320; rights of West India Company, 
51 ; amount of skins imported 1624-27, 51 ; patroons accused of monopo- 
lizing, 58, 23Z4 230; prohibited to colonists, ^ 161-62. 178. 180. 188. IQ3. 
200. 216. 2«;3-54. 2«;6. 259, 260, 411, 478, 688. 709; attempt to undermine 
Freedoms and Exemptions relating to, 6jjj claims of patroons, 68^ 70. .^14 : 
patroons do not attempt to supplant Company in, 20j 412: proposal of van 
Rensselaer to farm out, 2i 2l6 ; offici.ils suspected of smuggling, Z3j dif- 
ferences between van Rensselaer and the West India Company concerning, 
76. 244, 316, 320; regulations in charter of Freedoms and Exemptions con- 
cerning. i4Si 266; privilege given to colonists, 8o^ 81^ 413. 425, 61J ; 
revocation of monopoly followed by revival in colonial affairs. Si; pay- 
ment of duty on furs, 147. 443, 458, 564, 6ir. 651, 659; at Rensselaerswyck, 
petition of Picter Bijlvelt to be employed as commis of, 234 ; van Rens- 
selaer's opinions on, 23i;, 237. 314. 401. 412, 5;4.^. .s.s.i ; action of Company on 
presentation of skins, 242; amount obtained from, 244, 24^. 246; difficul- 
ties of carrying on, 244. 245>; in Swancndael, 246; colonies ruined if shut 
off from, 247, 248 ; advantages of granting to patroons, 247. 248; furs 
sent to van Rensselaer, 282. 329 ; carried on by Hunthum and Eelkens, 
286. 303 ; instructions to Planck concerning, 327 ; skins obtained by Com- 
pji"y. 334 '. payment for grain in peltries, 404 ; letter to Planck on, 413, 416; 
scawan used in trading, 418, 441, 65;2. 667. 72.1. 747; under new Freedoms, 
42.S : difficulties in throwing open to everyone, 432 ; letters to van Curler 
concerning. 441^ 443^ 455, 486, 550, ^ 553^ 561^ 660; letter to Pieter 
Cornelisz concerning, 444 ; ordinances concerning, 450-52, 573-74, 722-23; 
insurat!cc on furs, 454, 458. 562. 577, 652, 660, 664 ; duties of patroon's 
representative concerning, 462; changes in at Fort Orange, 483; improve- 
ment in, 520; manner of conducting, ^o : van Rensselaer wishes to divert 
to colony trade with French in Canada, 553; private traders interfere with 
van Rensselaer's privileges, «;59. 577~78, 624. 626-27. 643. 666. 698; warn- 
ing concerning, and new regulations in connection with Renssclaers Steyn, 
682-8'; ; patroon's profits from, 687: regulation of price, 723 ; bill of lading 
for furs, 743-44 

Galen, Willem van, letters of van Rensselaer to, 545. 579-8o 
Gardcnicr (Flodder), Jacob Jansz, from Campen, instructions to Megapo- 
Icnsis concerning, 6l2; farm, 741; lease of grist and sawmills granted 
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to, 746-48 : sawmill, 7»;o: mentioned, 825, 828, 820. 8.^8: biographical notice, 

Gecommitteerdcn, 30^ %72. See also Commissioners 
Gcelgieter, Willcm Leenertsz, 836. See also Leendcrtsz, Willem 
Gcertruydenbergh, location, 827. See also Jansz, Paulus 
Gckruijste Hart, het (ship), insurance policy on, 700-92 
Gelderlant (ship), 266. 273 
Gent, T. van, 226 

Gent (city), location, 845- See also Winnc, Pieter 

Gerbcrtsz, Eldert, see Cruyf, Eldert Gcrbertsz 

Gcrechts Boode, 829, 843 

Gcrechts Persoon. 811. 82f>. 826. 843 

Gerritsz, Albert, biographical notice, 843 

Gcrritsz, Barent, biographical notice, 835 

Gerritsz. Clacs, from Schoenncrwoordc, 818: biographical notice, 823 
Gerritsz, Goossen, from Wcsterbrocck, gives bond for lease of property, 757, 

770: lease of land to, 758; signs lease of land, 2^2, 76.?: mentioned, 748, 

812. 813; biographical notice, Su 
Gerritsz (Gerretscn), Ilcndrick, 8qi 
Gcrritsz, Jan, 81.1;, 821 ; biographical notice, 832 
Gcrritsz (Girrits), Jan, 223 

Gerritsz, Jan, de Jonge, see Jongc, Jan Gerritsz de 

Gerritsz, Marten, letters sent by, 266. 400, 406, 411 ; goes to the Manhatans, 
377; goes aboard the Rcnsselacrswyck, .378 ; formerly commis at Fort 
Orange, 401; mentioned, 287, .^20. 400. 414 

Gerritsz (Gerritscn), Philips, 717, 718 

Gerritsz (van Couwenhovcn). Wolfcrt, from Amersfoort, to direct laying 
out of farms and purchase cattle, 56j 52i ^^o, 308; request to be released 
from his engagement, 63, 205; instructions to, 161-63. 70O~t ; ploughs van 
Rensselaer's land, 170: seed inspected by, iq.^ ; purchase of animals from, 
208. 230. 231. 232, 2.S7. 286; released, 213, 2i«;, 218; letter from van Rens- 
selaer to, 2i8"io ; van Rensselaer wishes hitn or his children to move up 
the river, 250^ 260, 280, 286, 223, 328, 3^ : accounts with, 22i 284 ; 
farm of at the Manhatans, 280, 282, .117 : advice to van Twiller concerning 
contract with, 287 ; son of, 280, 28^1, 287. 448, 460; to send animals to Rcns- 
selacrswyck, 2QI ; animals brought up the river, 294 ; contract with alluded 
tf^, .317 ; mentioned, 182, 281, 516, 617 ; biographical notice, 805 

Gcrritsz, see also Govcrts 

Ghijsbertsz (Ghysbertsz). see Gijsbertsz 

Gijsbertsz, Clacs. biographical notice, &18 

Gijsbertsz, Hendrick, from Vianen, money received from, 212. 

Gijsbertsz, Lubbcrt. from Blaricum, wheelwright, sails with wife and chil- 
dren for New Nethcrland. 6^^ 26.1, 311; contract with van Rensselaer, 
258-60. 2q6; van Twiller to employ, 282; farm for, 28;;. 326; accounts, 417, 
480 ; mentioned, 605 ; biographical notice, 

Glen, Sander Leendcrtsz, 433^ 505^ 662^ 24Zi ^lli 8.1Q ; biographical notice, 
821 

Godyn (Godijn), Daniel, 449 
Godyn (Godijn), Pauwel, 449 
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Godyn (Godijn, Godin), Samuel, notice of intention to send two persons to 
New Netherland to inspect the country, 50^ 154 ; registration of the colony 
of Swancndael, 50, i.ss ; registration of colony on the island of Tortuga, 
50. 241 ; colony sold to West India Company, 55, i2Si 21^ agreement 
between patroons, 55^ 171-75. jvio: share in Rensselaerswyck, ^ 165, aoi : 
reason for failure of colony, 84^ share in certain colonies, 164, 165 ; region 
controlled by as patroon, 174: share of heirs of in Rensselaerswyck sold, 
175. ; David Pietersen draws on for expenses, I07 : name com- 

memorated in Rensselaerswyck, 198; opposition to by members of West 
India Company, 238-39 ; diligence in the matter of colonizing, 240; trade 
in Swanendael, 246: accounts with, 516; retained but the name of patroon, 
528. See also Swanendael 
- Godyns Burg. 34^ 6^, i^Sj 203. 260, 280, 307. 310, 806: men on farm, 222 

Godyns Islands, 198 

Godyns Kill, iq8, iqq 

Godyn's Point (Godins Puini), 22Ai 32Qi 3§3 
Gocde Iloope, de (ship), 266, 288. 289 
Goes, Jan van dcr, registration of colony by, 50, 176 
Goijcs Kill, 746 

Gooier (Goijcr, Gojcr). 831, 832, 845. See also Andriesz, Qaes; Cruyf, 

Eldert Gerbertsz ; Dorlandt, Jacob Lambertsz 
Gooiland (Goylant, bet Gooi), 43, 53, 58, 258. 284. 546 
Gorcuni (Gorinchem), see Jansz, Paulus » 
Gordt, Dirck Symonsen, 800 
Gouw, Jan, 830 

Gouw. Jasper Fcrlyn van dcr, from Middclburgh, agreement with Marinus 
Adriacns/. i7Q~8o; sails for New Netherland in ship de Eendracht, iqq; 
agreoiutnt with alluded to, 293. 296; sent in /6j/, 309; biographical notice, 
806 

Governor's Island, 37.=;, 836 

Goverts (Gerritssz), Cornells, from Flecker, request to send to colony, 189; 

^ibscnt, 190 : biographical notice. 806 
Goyver, S2Z 

Goyverscn (Goyvcrttson), Jacob, from Flecker. 222. 308; biographical notice, 

805 

GraefF, Jan de, 202, 203 

Grain, amoimt raised in i6jr, 6^; supplied to people at the Manhatans, 243; 
price of, 253, 422, 430^ 4^ 434, 442, 4^ 421 ^ S24i SLL SUi SlAi 
564, 605, 650. 664, 689: instructions to Planck, 324. 326; payment for to 
be made in beavers, 423 : directions for sowing wheat. 442 ; ordinance con- 
cerning sale and export of, 450-52 ; duties of patroon's representative con- 
cerning. 462 ; account of received by ship den Ilarinck, 467 ; contracts mis- 
interpreted concerning, 478, 495 : provisions against smuggling, 479; ordi- 
nance |)rohibiting storing of without inspection, 515: arrears in payments 
for, 518. 5^>7. 6 1 6, 651 ; instructions to van Curler concerning, 551, 557; 
vimnicn must be counted on the field, 558, 561 ; sold without van Rens- 
selaer's knowledge, 559 ; Kicft complains that they furnish him little wheat, 
563, 568 : to be delivered to Company before anyone else, 568; instructions 
to van dcr Donck, 633, 651 ; ordinance about grinding must be passed, 
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6.18 ; vessels carrying should be inspected, 6.S0 : contributed by van Curler 
for erection of church, 650: to be credited against other merchantable 
goods, Cs/ ; furnished by van Curler, 657; time of closing accounts of, 
668: remaining as a surplus in the colony, disposition of, 680: instruc- 
tions to farmers concerning, 212; delivered by Teunis Dircksz van Vechten 
to the West India Company, 715. See also Tithes 

Grapevines, z6, 321^ 394 5^ 614^ 654, 663 

Gras. Jean, 262 

Grasmeer, VVilhelmus, 842; biographical notice, 841 
(ireat Egg Harbor (Grooeten eiierhaeuen), 382 
Great Esopus (Grooete Oesoepes), 378 
Great Flats, 612, 660. 666. 667, 812. 813 

Grecnbush, lease of farm and water power in, 759 ; lease of farm in, 76.^-64 ; 
lease of land at south end of, 762-63 ; renewal of lease of farm south of, 
764-66: farms at, 8ll 813, 825, 828. 833. 837 ; mills, 8i_Li 816, 828: brewery, 
810 ; house of Jan Verbeeck, 826: fight which occurred at, 839; distillery, 
842. 5"^^ also Mill Creek 

Greenwich, 375 

Grietje, 22i 

Grist, Paulus Lcendertsz van dc, 78=^, 786. 789; autograph, fin ing 2?Q. 
Grist-mills, see Sawmills and grist-mills 
Groot, Simon de, biographical notice, 832 
Groote Vlacte, de, 612, 660. 666, 667. 812. 813 
Grootstadt, Johannes, 828 

Grootstadt (Grootstedius), 623. 828 See also Mcgapolcnsis, Johannes, jr 

Gunst, Jan Hendricksz van. letter to B. Coornhart. 702 93 ; autograph, 793 : 
power of attorney from to B. Coornhart, to collect money from Aeltjc 
Marchal and others, 7Q3~Q5 ; note of hand of Aeltje Marchal to, 225 

Gutscnhoven, Jan Bastiaensz van, biographical notice, 

Gysbertsz, see Gijsbertsz 

• 

Harlem (N. Y.), 288 

Haerlem [Holland), see Jansz, Gerrit ; Jansz, Philips 
Hagemans, Jan, 814 

Hamel, Dirck van, 746; biographical notice, 846 

Hamel, Hendrik, term as director expires, 270: refusal to let van Rensselaer 
read the Freedoms, 464; presided over assembly and commissioners, 519; 
mentioned, ^ 156 

Hamel, Jacob, 184^ 185, 150 

Hameland, 62 

Hamelshoofdcn (Hoefdcn. Hoofden), 50. 158, 324. 222! 522.' ^ 
Hamelwaerde (Hamclwordcn), see Hendricksz, Marten 
Hamersvelt, see Jacobsz, Teunis 
Hansz, Hans, 662 

Hansz, Volckert, 813. 814: biographical notice, 826 
Hap, Jacob Jansz, see Stol, Jacob Jansz 

Harinck, dc (ship), to Ikj sent, 342 : four persons to sail in, 3=>4 ; letters 
sent by, 400. 406, 452; return to Holland, 421 ; sails again for New Amster- 
dam, 429; goods not loaded in for lack of room, 450, 4?3. 456. 566; goods 
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and persons sent by, 450, 4.s6. 46.^. 482; furs to be sent by, 4t;s, 458 ; ac- 
counts of grain sent by, 467 ; mentioned, 45.1;. 457. 485 ; colonists sailing by, 
816. 821r22 

llnringhock (Harinckboeck), 2Q2. 482 

Ha rrnensz, .Marten, biographical notice, 8.37 

ITarmensz (Ilannansen), Rcynicr, 160, 168. 18.^ 

Ilarmcns/, Robert, biographical notice, 812 

Hartford, 286 

Hartgcrs (Hartgcns), Pictcr, 717. 819, 82^1, 842; biographical notice, 8^ 
Hassclt, 

Haver Island, 167 

Haverstraw (liaeuer stroo), 322 

Havick, Jacob, see Hcvingh, Jacol) 

Hawkins, Thomas, 45 

Heemstra, van, family, 32 

Heer van Coin, de (ship), xio 

Hcijligesont (Hellcsund). h eat ion, 186, 807. Sec also Thonisz, Barcnt 

Helmsz (Heling, Helms, Helmssen), Jan, from Harlt, sails in den Houttuyn, 
Coq; animals on farm of, 7.^:^, 7.W : farm, 741, 772. 8j2 ; contract with al- 
luded to, 746 ; biographical notice, 600. 827 

Hem, Ysbrant van der, 744. 74.'> : autograph, jacituj JM 

Hendricks, Maijgcn, 825 

Hendricksz, Andrics, biographical notice, 821 

Hendricksz, Arent, 718, 721. 800 

Hicndricksz, Claes, 842 

Hendricksz, Qaes, see Schaef, Claes Hendricksz 
Hendricksz, Cornelis, see Nes, Cornelis Hendricksz van 
Hendricksz, Dirck, from Hilversum, 6q.S, 774 ; biographical notice, 8.^2 
Hendricksz, Gerrit, from Nykerck, 395, .1Q7, 398; biographical notice, 817 
Hendricksz, Jacob, 83Q 

Hendricksz, Jan, see Gunst, Jan Hendricksz van 
Hendricksz, Jehan, see Waetter, Jehan Hendrixsz van de 
Hendricksz. Marten, from Hamelwaerde, biographical notice, 821 
Hendricksz, Pictcr, from Soest, 161, 222 ; biographical notice, 805 
Hendricksz, Reyer, constable, 420 
Hendricksz, Robbert, biographical notice, 2£&. 

Hendricksz, Rutger, from Socst, first sellout, 22j doubtful whether he took 
oath of office, ^ 63^ engaged by van Rensselaer, 56, 161, 308, 516; rents 
farm of Evert Focken at the Manhatans, 56^ 162 ; appointed schout, 62-63, 
21';. wages as farmer, 161 : farmer on Renssclacrs Burg, iqq. 210. 

222. 260; van Twillcr to a(hninister oath of schout to, 201-2 ; to administer 
oath of schepcn, 202-.1. 205; rapier and hat with plume to be presented to, 
204; commis of Fort Orange to administer oath to, 20.S ; instructions, 207. 
208 12. 701 ; accounts with van Rensselaer, 213. 324 : successful farmer, 
214 ; Duystcr to assist, 216; animals on farm of, 220. 221 : to be notified 
of plans for the erection of a house, 2.12 ; rapier and plumed hat in custody 
of van Twiller, 2Si : succeeded l)y Planck, 2Q2 : van Renssselaer's approval 
4Q7. .';i2; mentioned, 280. 283. 293. 80.S. 806. 807; biographical notice, 

80s 
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H end rick sz, Tjerck, 556, 838 r 
Hcnnckcla, Peel van, 840 

Hcnypot, Symon Jansz, .^so. 406, 41.3, 417 ; biographical notice, 818 

Hcrbcrtsz (Herpertsz), Andries, 8.^1. 8.1,3 ; biographical notice, 822 

Herijon, Touchain de, 34Q 

Hermen, den bontwercker, 44Z 

Ilermite, Jacques V, see L'Hcrniitc, Jacques 

lies, Jacob Janssen, 22S 

Hevingh (Ilavick. Ilevick) Jacob, tobacco plantation, 742; mentioned, 8.16. 

8.17. 8.19; biographical notice, 835 

Higgins (Higgcns), Thomas, lease of horses to, 780; mentioned, 8.19: bio- 
graphical notice, 836 
Highlands, 22Si S2£L 6q2 

Hilversum, location, 774, 8.1 1. See also Adriaensz, Jacob; Andries, Claes; 

Cruyf, Eldert Gerbertsz; Ilcndricksz, Dirck 
lloesen (Hoesem), Jan Fransz van, 820. 844; biographical notice, 836 
Hoffman, Samuel, 333 
Hog Island, 380 
Hogus, see Hooges 
Hoochcamer, Hendrick, 301 
il(K)f, Annaten, 313 

H<M)f(Kn ( Hamcl shoo f den, Hoe f den), 50^ i^Sj .174. .179. .';99. (>Q2 
Hooge Hoeck (Ilooge lant), see Highlands 

Hoogeberch (Hoogeberg) de, farm, 748. 81. s. 818. 841. 844: leased to Michicl 
Jansz, 490. 769; animals on, 7.%^ : leased to Tennis Cornelis van Vcchten, 
769 ; renewal of lease to Gijsbert Cornelisz van Breuckelen, 769-70 

Hoogenberch, Gijsbert Cornelisz van den, 837. See also Cornelisz, Gijsbert, 
from Breuckelen 

Hoogenboom, C, G2 

Hoogerhorst, 527 

Hooges, Antony de, to sail in den Coninck David, 555, .^.^6 ; letters sent in 
care of, 5521 566^ 52Ii SZSi SZ^j assistant to van Curler, 553, 563J, 666; jour- 
nal of voyage to New Nethcrland, 580-60.1 ; letters of van Rensselaer to, 
620-21, 669-70; accommodations for at home of Oloff Stevensz van Cort- 
landt, 621. 65.S ; Mcgapolcnsis advised to confer with, 647; charges of 
intemperance, 649; papers to be turned over to by van Curler, 6.«;.i ; mes- 
sages to, 653-54 ; instructions to 655, 704; advice to van Curler, 660; van 
Rensselaer's opinion of, 660: inventory of animals taken by, 663 ; accounts 
of pay of laborers to be kept by, 690; commis of goods to be exchanged 
for wheat, 690; leased farm called Hoogeberch to van Vechtcn, 769; men- 
tioned, 558^ 612^ 615, 652^ 811^ 8i2i 820^ 821, 82^ 826^ 81L, 832, 83^ 835, 8.16. 

8.18, 841, 842, 846; biographical notice, 825 
Hoolck, van der, 2^ Z^g 

Hooninch, Dirck Muyssen, 795, 800. 80!. 8q2 
Hooninch, Klaes, 8qi 

Hoorn, location, 8.18. See also Sijmensz, Sijmcn; Waelingen, Jacob 

Hops, ordinance regulating picking of, 716 

Horses, lease to Thomas Higgins, 780. See also Animals 

Horst, lord of, 527 
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Houses, van Rensselaer asks permission to employ Company's carpenters, 
61. 160. 2 to. 243; to he built for savages. Mil, .154; Wolfert Gerritsz 
to direct building. 160. 163 ; for Marinus Adriacnsz. 178^ .300; agreement 
with colonists concerning, 186. 280. 604 : to be built by de Reux. 193 : to be 
erected near Roelof Jansz or at the mill creek, 232 ; for Planck, 252. 294 ; 
Planck to direct building of, 327, 414; for farmers, provisions for payment 
of repairs and damages by fire, 4.1^: instructions to van Curler, 4.14: of 
Cornelis Macsen, 4.'^.1 ; for minister and sexton, 4'U. 4.'^0. 610, 654; to be 
built near the church, 45];. 611. 6iq: of Cornelis Teunisz van Breuckelen. 
4<X) : Jan Cornelisz to direct building. ^Or, ; of Adriaen Cornelisz, burned 
down, .';20. .s6 ^ ; of van Curler, 1 . 563, 646; contracted for by van der 
Donck, prices too high. 612. 631 ; for van der Donck. 617, 631, 643 ; colon- 
ists may sell, 696; of Aert Jacobsz burned, 774 ; of van der Donck burned, 
777- .SV^ also Church 

Houset (Housset), Gilles, 50^ 54i 2Si IMi L56, 121 

lloutebeen, see Jol, Kornelis Kornelisz 

flouten, location, 771. Sin .SV^ also Cornelisz, Crijn; Cornelisz, Jan; Cor- 
nelisz, Roelof ; Crijnen, Cornelis; Crijncn, Jan; Reyersz, Jan 
Houtluiysen, Juffrouw, ^24 

Houttuyn, de (ship), people sailing in, 609, 827-31 ; arrival at New Amster- 
dam, 623. 625 

1 hidden, Andries, 193 ; agreement regarding payment of workmen, 228, 230: 
sale of cow to van Vorst, 2S.s. 274. 27 304; unreasonable claims, 661-62 

Hudson (North) River, proposed colonies on, 50. See also Pavonia; Rens- 
selacrswyck 

Iluijberts, see Huybcrtsz 

Hulst, Johannes, 304 

Hulter, Johan de, lease of farm to, 751-52; signs lease of land, 770; bio- 
graphical notice, 845 

Hunthum (Plontom), Hans Jorisz, commis at Fort Orange, 60, 215, 243; 
appointment a mistake, 62^ death, 62^ 72j charges against, 2I1 302 ; van 
Rensselaer's opinion of, 243. 270 ; van Twillcr to secure aflfidavits from, 
272: salary, 273 ; instructions to van Twiller concerning, 286; to discuss 
starting farm near Fort Orange with Planck, 287; mentioned, 273. 316: 
biographical notice, 6q 

Hunting, 142. i88» 247. 514, (528 

Ihiybcrt, biographical notice, 839 

Huybcrtsz (Ilubertsen, Huijbertsz), Adriaen, animals on farm of, 737. 740: 

farm, 742 ; mentioned, 841 ; biographical notice, fii2 
Huybcrtsz, Jan, biographical notice, Sjj 
Huygon. Admiral Jacob, 484 
1 -uygens, 7^8, 729 
Huys, Saertien, 8qi 

Ijsbrandtsen, see Ysbrantscn 
llpendam. see Jansz, Jan 
l\iiniorality, 694 

Indians, names of Indians from whom land was purchased, 35, 36, 166. 182. 
307. 843: houses to be built for, 28, 3SL .154 : hinder fur trade, 245. 248; 



INDEX TO VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 877 



ordinance prohibiting sale of powder, lead and firearms to, 426. 565-66 ; 

gift of blankets to chiefs, 508; supplied with firearms by private traders, 

636 Sec also Mahikans; Maquaes 
Instructions issued by van Rensselaer, i^g^ i6l 208. 2c)2. 450. doo: extracts 

from, 699-705 
Insurance on furs, 454, 458, 562, 577. 652, 660. 664 
Insurance policy on ship het Gekruijste Hart, 790-92 
Ipse quepc, see Esscquebo 
Ittersum (Jttensum), 300 

Jackson, Gen., 220 
-^Jacobs, Brcchtje, 679. 833 
iv' Jacobs. Trijntje, 842 

Jacobsz, Aert, animals on farm of, 7.^6. 7.^0: farm at Bethlehem, 741 : lease 
of farm in Greenbush to, 763-64 ; adjustment of tire losses on farm of, 
774~7.'> ; biographical notice, 83^ 
Jacobsz, Barent, 715, 719. 720 
Ji-icobsz, Casper, biographical notice, 843 

Jacobsz. Cornelis. from Martensdyck, 196. 204, 222 : facsimile of mark, facing 

196; biographical notice, 807 
Jacobsz, Frans. biographical notice, 839. See also Coningh, Frans Jacobsz 
Jacobsz, Jan, biographical notice, 8q8 
Jacobsz. Nijs, biographical notice, 823 
Jacobsz, Pieter, 822 
Jacobsz, Reyer, 8qi 

Jacobsz, Rutger, from Schoonderwoert, mills leased to. 746, 750 ; bond given 
Kv. 757; lease signed by, 762. 763; mentioned, 742. 81 1. 812. 818. 820, 822. 
823. 843 : biographical notice. 8l2 

Jacobsz, Teunis, from Hamersvelt. biographical notice, 846 

Jacobsz, Teunis, from Schoonderwoert, biographical notice, 823 

Jacobsz, Thcunis, printer at Amsterdam, 153, 685 

Jans, Annetje (Anneke, Annetgen), not Dutch but a Swede, 52J arrived in 
1630, 308. 8d6; letter from alluded to, 352; married in Rev. Everardus 
Bogardus. 352 ; mentioned, 834 

Jans, Ariaentje, 532 

Jans. Hillegont, 629 

Jans, Pietertje, 482. 511, Sifi 

Jans. Trijntje, &L2 

Jansz, Adriacn, schoolmaster, biographical notice, 843 

Jansz. Adriacn, from Lcyden, 83 > 836. 83R. R46 ; biographical notice, 833 

Jansz, Aert, 840 

Jansz, Albert, from Amsterdam, biographical notice, 830 
Jansz. Anthonis, 833 

Jansz, Barent, from Desens or Esen. 222. 308 : biographical notice. 806 
Jansz. Claes. from Bockhoven. 8^15 ; biographical notice. 843 
Jansz, Claes, from Breda, biographical notice, 830 
Jansz. Claes. from Xacrden. sec Ruyter, Claes Jansz 
Jansz. Claes. from Nykerck, carpenter, biographical notice, 812 
Jansz, Claes, from Nykerck, tailor, sails with van Curler, 39-;, 397, 398; bio- 
graphical notice, 817 
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Jansz, Clacs, from Waclwijck, sails in den Ilouttuyn, 609; biographical no- 
tice, 822 

Jansz, Cornelis, biographical notice, 8.37 

Jansz, Dirck, uncle of Abraham Staas, 6^8 

Jansz, Dirck, from Amsterdam, sec Croon, Dirck Jansz 

Jansz, Dirck, from Edam, agreement with van Rensselaer, 6^2 ; mentioned. 

Sis. 816; biographical notice, 813 
Jansz, Egbert, 304 

Jansz, Evert, biographical notice, 832 

Jansz, Gerrit, from Haerlcm, biographical notice, 824 

Jansz, Gerrit. from Oldenborch, to deliver animals to van Twiller, 22.^. 224 ; 

farm for, 332 
Jansz, Hans, sec Eencluys, Hans Jansz 
Jansz, Hendrick, 212 

Jansz, Hcndrick, sec Wcstcrkamp, Hendrick Jansz 
Jansz, Hiiybert, 501^ 661. 8.^ 

Jansz, Jacob, cooper, to be sent to New Ncthcrland 16 jg, 50^ 154 
Jansz, Jacob, lighterman, 3Q0 

Jansz, Jacob, from Amsterdam, biographical notice, 81^3 
Jansz, Jacob, from Campen, see Gardcnier, Jacob Jansz 
Jansz. Jacob, from Noordstrandt, biographical notice, 830 
Jansz, Jacob, from Stoutenburch, 817; biographical notice, 832 
Jansz, Jacob, sec Schermerhorn, Jacob Jansz van 
Jansz, Jacob, sec Stol, Jacob Jansz 

Jansz, Jan, from Bremen, sec Dircksz, Jan, from Bremen 

Jansz. Jan, from Ilpendam. 417 

Jansz. Juriaen (Jansen, Juir Jan). 420 

Jansz, Laurens, 84.^ ; biographical notice, 

Jansz, Lubbert, 718. 721 

Jansz. Mathijs, biographical notice. 834 

Jansz. Maurits. sec Broeckhuysen, Maurits Jansz van 

Jansz, Michicl, from Schrabbckcrckc. came in 16^8 by het Wapen van Noor- 
wegcn, 423 ; rock crystal found on farm of, 489, «;oo. 663, 769; to advise 
van Curler, 490; conditions of lease of farm, 492 ; letter of van Rensselaer 
to, 490-«;oo : farm leased by, 499. 769: mentioned, f;o.'>, 5; 13. Si/;, 818. 821. 
823. 827. 828. 838; biographical notice, 499. 818 

Jansz, Paulus (Paulus dc Noorman). 832 ; biographical notice, 838 

Jansz, Paulus, from Gccrtruydcnbcrgli. 600 ; biographical notice, 827 

Jansz, Paulus, from Gorcuni, l)if>graphical notice, 839 

Jansz, Philips, from Hacrlem, surveys by, ijj map of colony drawn by, 206; 

directed to make map, 217 
Jansz, Pieter, \Q\ 

Jansz, Pietcr. from Hoorn, 829; biographical notice. 838 
J.msz. Rem. from Jewcrdcn, 823 ; biographical notice, 8^ 
J.'^nsz Rover (Jaii'^en. Rcijcr), 420 

J.'itisz. Roclof, from Mastcrlaiid, sent to colony. 56. 308; not Dutch but a 
Swetle, 52J appoiukd schcpcn. 202 3 : farmer on de Laets Burg, 198, 
210. 214. 222 : black hat with silver band presented to, 205; animals be- 
longing to, 206 : to work on building houses, 2io; conditions concerning 
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farm, time of taking effect, 21 1 : unable to get winter seed, 210; animals 
boupht of, 220; van Rensselaer directs house to be erected near, 232 ; men 
employed by, 261 : complaints against, 281 ; servants, 285 ; widow of, 352; 
mentioned. 210. 222. 280. 808; biographical notice, 806 
Jansz, Seger, from Nykerck, 222. .^08. 416; drowned, 328; biographical notice, 
8q6 

Jansz, Steven, 8^; biographical notice, 8.^ 
Jansz, S\Tnon, sec Hcnypot, Symon Jansz 

Ja!isz, Thomas, from Hunnick. animals on farm of, 7.^7. 740; farm, 742; 
lease of land to, 758; mentioned, 812. 822. 8.^1. 84.'^ : biographical notice, 

Jansz, Tunes, sec Vechten, Tennis Dircksz van 
Jansz, Volckert, sec Ilansz, Volckert 
Jehansberg, location, 826. Sec also Smit, Lucas 
Jemcs, Seerck, 420 
Jvuriaens, see Juriacns 
Jcwerden, sec Jansz, Rem 
Jillcscn, Jan, 8qq 

Jochims( Jochems), Trijntjc, 678, 8^ 
Jol, Kornelis Kornelisz, 484 
Jonas, Trijn, 52 

Jonas/, Jacob, biographical notice, 8.^0 

Joticker, de, 824. Sec also Donck, Adriaen van dcr 

Jt>nge, Jan Gerritsz de, 2Q8 

Joosten. Dirck, recommended by Pos, i^o 

Jorisz, Rurgcr, 351, ?,73. 815, 822; biographical notice, 815 

Jltcnsum, sec Ittersum 

Juriacns, Annetje, 830 

Juriacns (Jcuriacns), Teuntje, 817 

Juriacns, Volkertje, 830, 836 

Juriaensz, Willem, 667. 6qi, 836, 839, 841 ; biographical notice. 82Q 

Kalf, Claes, 806. 832 ; biographical notice, 8^2 
Karstensz, sec Carstcnsz 
Kassers, Janncken, 832 
Katskil, sec Catskill 

Kecs, Jongc, sec Voorhout, Cornclis Cornclisz van 
Keren, Meyndert Meyndertseri van, 52^ 
Kcrmpt, Woutcr van, 3^1 

Kettelhcym (Keltelheun), Joclicm, from Cremyn, 609, 832; biographical 

notice, 827 
Kcuningh, sec Coningh 
Keyser, Jan, 2QQ 
Kick, Simon, 700 

Kieft fKicfft, Kijcft, Kycft). Willem. administration of, ^LI eight colonists 
crossing with, 2i succeeds van Twiller. 28^ letters of van Rensselaer 
to, 3Q2 03. 3'/>. 402-4. 421-23, 427-3.^. 456. 422^ 473 85. 548-49. .«;66-7r. 
575- 7^>. 578-79. 621-25. 656 ; letters to alluded to, 486. 488, 6s.s : request 
for assistance from van Rensselaer, 405; memorial to, ; skins and 
tobacco to be entered with, 443: accounts with, 45^ 467, 651, 718, 720; 
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power of attorney to, from heirs of Gerrit de Reux, 4S7 ; van Rensselaer 
offers commission to, for sending goods up the river, 477 : payinents to, 
by van Curler, 484 : complains that they furnish him little wheat, 56.1 ; 
statements concerning indebtedness of colonists, 564 ; presents for, 61.I. 
621. 624, 647 ; remarks about vandcr Donck, 6^; writes van Rensselaer 
about sale of wheat, 650 ; supplied by van Curler without receiving pay- 
ment, 6.«;o. 651 ; charges for freight, 6.S0: unwilling to pay price for wheat, 
664 ; warning to traders to be brought to the attention of the freemen, 
68ii mentioned, iSIi 2Mi 239^ mi 3QL 2^ 490^ 440r 4Si 4SSi 4^ 4^ 
■SI 2. S19i 560, 56^ S22i 6io^ 6ii 642, 646^ 648^ 66q 

Kiersteedc, Hans, 295 

Kiewcrt, Sibout, to notary in Holland, 

Kil van Kol, 842 

Kiln, see Brickkiln 

Kingston. 

Klomp. Jacob Simons/., 82I ; biographical notice, 8>43 
Koedijk, \y<'<' Cocdijck 

Koijemans (Cocymans'), Barcnt Pictcrsz, mills leased to, 746, 750; transfer 
of lease of land to, 749; lease of water power to, 749-50 ; permission to 
erect sawmill, 750-.S » ; mentinncd, 812. 8i.«>. 810. 825. 8.^2. 841. 846; bio- 
grapliicpl notice, 821 \ 

Knijemans (Coeymans), Lucas Pictcrsz, biographical notice, 8^1 

Koningh, see Coningh 

Korsscn. Dirck, see Stam, Dirck Corsscn 

Kriokcnbcok, Daniel van, 5^ .106 

Krijnen, see Crijnen 

Kristcnsen, see Christensz 

Krol (Crol, Croll), Itastiacn Jnnsz. director general of New Netherland 
from March to April i6sj, ^ 59, 217 ; purchase of land for van 

Rensselaer by. 5^ 1^ 16^. 181 -8.it: to supervise laying out of farm, 52i 
recalled. Oo_; detention of animals by. bl^ 289. 29». 298; instructions to, 
i.s8-6i, 7CX): quoted. 182: summoned home, rumor concerning, 215. 217 : 
letter from van Ucnssdaer. 2i7~i8 ; complains of van Twiller, 272: animals 
bought by. 27.S : examinatiou of, 302-4 : delays establishment of farms, 
.no ; greetings from van Rensselaer to, 415; causes van Rensselaer's flag 
to be liatiled down. 474 : grain delivered to, 480, 715; supervision of fur 
trade, 481 : not to lend to colonists. 624 ; to ransom French prisoners, 625 ; 
mentioned, 22.^. 254. 28.^, 484, 623 

Kruyf. see Crnyf 

Kuiiper. Gerrit Jansz. 824. See also J.msz, Gerrit, from Haerlcm 
Kiist. Clacs Jansz. see Rust. Clacs Jansz 
Kuttclhuyn, see Kettelheym 

Labatie fBarije. Labatije. T.abatjc, Lebatje. Lebattij), Jean. ,y)2. 414. 486. 
6.^5. t^i : farm for. 66o. 666: renewal of lease of farm to. 752-53 ; gives 
surety for lease of farm, 773 : lease of farm to, 775 ; mentioned, 819, 841. 
843 : bii)graphical notice. 813-14 

Lacniix. Jeroninuis. jr. 329, 414 : journeys. 271, 401 

Lacroix, Jernnimus. sr. 2^x). 271. 274, 661 ; order for blankets, 427 ; ironwork 
and coal shipped by. 457 
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Lact, J(»hanncs de, letters to alluded to. ij, 6^ 65, 6q, §3^ i6z. 207, SJi sj^; 
share in colony of Rensselaerswyck, 55, J2L 2Mi 671. 673 ; plan for 
colonization of Rensselaerswyck, 22i disaRreemcnt with van Rensselaer, 
83. 468^-69. ^21 ; signs aKreenient between patroons, 174; colony sold, 17.S ; 
letters from van Rensselaer to, 106-201. M2~i^. ^^^-^6, 339-41, 516^ 18, 
.S28-.U : accounts with, 427. 440. 4^8. 471-72. 516; proposes to have case 
with two keys for papers relating to Rensselaerswyck, 470 ; message from 
van Rensselaer to, 520; van Rensselaer receives no help from, t;22: letter 
to van Rensselaer, 5.1Q-43 ; letter to Burgh. 724; share of Burgh in colony 
ceded to, 725 ; memorial of, 72. s ; autograph. 72H; reply to the States 
General, 726-^8. 729; resolution of the States General on a petition of, 

mentioned, i^i32,.M^47L52i524.5:l<i54Z.552,SiLSil. 
671. 84 '; 

I.aets Burg, Mi SL 20J, 210. 260, 238, 302^ 309, 4^ 560, 805. 806. 808. 

810: men on farm, 222; farmhouse burned 309; church near, 453 
Lacts Island, de, 35, 198 

Laets Kill, de, grist-mill on. I^S. 20j; miller. 807 ; nvk crystal in, 198. 210, 

3.y>, 489. 663. 7^)- Sec also Mill Creek, in Greenhush 
Lpmbertsz. Cornelis, brickmaker at the Mahatans. ifiQ 
I^imbertsz, Cornelis, from Doom. 609: biographical notice, 827 
Lamberts/, Jacob, srr Dorlandt, Jacob L.imbertsz van 
La Montagne. Johannes, ^ 3^, 400. 536. 674, 781. 782. 783 
La Montague, Rachel, 369 

Lampo, Jan. signs certificate of purclia>e of land, i8j 

La Myne (I^i Mine). Jacques, takes van Twiller's part, fn^ 267 ; term ex- 
pired. 6^ mentioned, 154 

Land purchases, 2Q, 54, 158-61, 163, 166-69, 181-8.3, I97. 199. 207. 212. 217. 
283, 306-8 

Lange Willem, skipper, 400 

Last of grain, how reckoned. 6^ H49 

I^urensz (Lt)erens, Lourenssfti ) , Lauren>. from Coppenhagen, sent to Rens- 
selaerswyck to run sawmill and grist-mill, 52: 3^0 • appointed schepcn, 63, 
202-3 agreement with van Rensselaer, S«>. 075 ; request to send to 
colony. 189: enrolled on ship de Eendracht, 190; payment to, 191 ; tools 
sent by, 192 ; oath to be administered to, 203 ; black hat with silver band 
pre»^ented to, 205: to W(.rk on building houses, 2io; animals to be given 
to. 221 : may be used as farmer, 223 ; !Uf ncy paid to wife of, 284 ; I'io- 
gr.iphical notice, 807 

Laurcnsz. sec also Louwrensz 

Laurent ius. Jacobus. 6k)6. 64i> 

Lead, ordinance of Ri nsselaerswyck pn^hi!>iting sale to Indians. 565-66 

Leases and agreements relating to the f.irms. sawmilK, plantations an<l 
other property in the colony of Rensselaerswyck. 746-83. Sec also Con- 
tracts and :igrecnients 

Lebatie (Lebattij). sec Lal)atie 

Lcendertsz. San<ler. St'C Glen. Sander Leenclertsz 

Lcendertsz, Willem, biographical notice, 836 

Leeuwaerden. location, 845 

Lefant, Guillian>mc, hjz 

56 
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Lc Fcvrc (Fcburc), Daniel, 796. 800. 80.1 
L' Hermite, Jacques, 45 

I.cydcn. see Fredericksz, Willcni ; Jansz, Adriacn; Teunisz, Jan 
Liccntcn, 25 
Lichthart, Admiral, 

Liebergen (Lybergen), Arnoult van, 229. 291 
Licbcrgen (Lybergen), Daniel van, 6^ 22Q, 2^ 270 

Licfde, dc (ship), people sailing on, dj, 820; taken by Dunkirkers, A?,2, 4«>7, 

458, 485, 564 
l.inclaen. see Eincklaen 
Linden. Pieter van der, 815 
Liiige, van de, 268 

Licjuors, excessive drinking should be stopped, 622. 6j>.^ ; less sent to colony, 
624 : ordinance should be issued restricting importation, 648; sale of, 
68,^, ffl4. 687. (fu, 6q8. 25A'' allowance for each family, 6qj; accounts of, 
71 1- See also Brandy ; Brewery 

Locksmiths, 78, 354 

Loencn. see Teunisz, Teunis 

Long Island, land on owned by Rem Jansz, 841 

Loockermans, Govert, 592 

Loockernians, Marritje, 597 

Loos, Willem Cornelisz, 484 

Loot en, Charles, 232 

Lourenssen, see Laurensz 

Louwrensz, Jan, biographical notice, 838 

Lovelace, Francis, 223. 

Lubbertsz, Gijsbcrt, Ml, 808 

Lubbertsz, Jan, .n i. 808 

Lubbertsz, Theus, .311. 8q8 

Ludlow, Helen W., acknowle<lgments to, 2I 

I-umber, payments for. 462 

I.upoltt (Lcopoldtt). I'lrich, letters of van Rensselaer to, 404-5, 449 
Luxoel, Dcrykcbia (Dorothea) van, 42 

Luydcrdorp (Leiderdorp). location, 822. See also Bestval, Juriacn 
Luycrsz (Luijersz), Jacob, biographical notice, 843 
Luyten, Arijcn Teunisz van, 822 
I.uytcn-Anibacht. 822 
Lybergen, sec Liebergen 

Machackmachoons land. ^ 
Machipfnigo Inlet, .^81. 382 

Macklick. Pieter, 846. See also Adriacnsz, Pieter 

^^aesen (Macsscn. Masen. Mocscn), Cornelia, from Buyrmalscn. name of 
farm, £8. ;^07: agreement with Marinus Adriacnsz, 180-81 ; children, 181 : 
sails for New Xetherland in ship de Eendracht, igo, 300: accounts with 
van Rensselaer, 3^4: farm hands for, .^26 : contract with alluded to, 332^ 
488. 401 : farm opposite. 412: house of, 4->.l ; to advise van Curler, 490; 
conditions relating to farm of, 432^ 4Q6: to pay tithes, 498; mentioned, 
8u. 818. 820. 8,'4 : biographical notice, iSl^ 802 

Maesen (Maessen), Hcndrick, iBi 



INDEX TO VAN RENSSELAER BOWIER MANUSCRIPTS 883 



Maescn (Macssen). Hcndrick Cornclisz, 180. 369, 807 

Maescn (Maesscn), Maes Cornclisz, iSl 

Maesen, Marten Cornclisz, iBq 

Maescn (Maesscn), Stijntje Cornclis, ifil 

Maescn (Maesscn), Tobias Cornclisz, i&i 

Magdalen (Madclccns) Island, 378 

Magnus, L LiSi IIL I25 

Mahikans, lands purchased from, 25i 51: LSIL 30^>, 700 proposed purchase, 

28.1 ; trade with, 484 
Majaguanc, island, I2i 
Mallesmits bcrch, 8^ 
Man, Eduard, 66^ 270 

^Tanhattan Island, farming colony not successful, 48, 52j to be colonized 
by Company, 50, i.y) : patroons recognize right of Company on, 5jj Rutger 
Hcndricksz tf) rent farm at, 561 162 : colonists return to fatherland after 
expiration of six years' contract, 2L. 7QA arrival of ship Renssclaerswyck 
at. ZSi ^74. .182 : regulations concerning intention of Company, 14.^ : fort 
on. 1 5.^ : van Rensselaer's colonists detained at, 24.^ ; distance from Fort 
Orange, 2^; farm to be kept for van Rensselaer at, 322; shed for storing 
goods to be erected, 322 ; lands mostly exhausted, 331 ; van Rensselaer 
urged to appoint agent at, sil J arrival of den Coninck David at, 602. 
Sec also Farms at the Manhatans 

Mannix, see Nannincks 

Mans, Engeltje, 816 

Manufacture of cloth forbidden, 153 

Manuscripts, historical value, i 28-31 : history of, IQ 21 : translations, 26^ 

purloined in Amsterdam, 32 
Map of Renssclaerswyck, 3.^~l6 

Maquacs, kill van Rensselaer's cattle. 62^ 2Ix 24^, 266, 270. 304; indemnity 
must be collected. 243. 267. 270. 330. 416: Krol to buy lands from. iSQ, 700; 
will not allow French to pass, 248; trade with, 484 ; hostility to French, 
625 ; embassy to, 80Q. 813. 840 

Marchal (Marschal), Aeltje, 793-95 

Marchall. Evert, 221 

Marsen, Frans, 420 

Marten, Black, ifii 

Martens. Catelijntic, i8t. 369, 807 

^^arten5dyck. lncati<in, 807. Sec also Jacobsz, Cornclis 
Martenssz, Anthony, 254 
Mart sen, see Maescn 

Masterland (Maaslorlan«l. Macsterland, Marstrand), location, 56^ 8n6 See 

also Jans/. Roclof 
Maiheusz, Gerrit. see Rcux, Gerrit Thcusz dc 
Mathijsz, see Tijssen 
Matse ponge, 381. 382 
Mattysens, Pauwels, 420 
Mauritiji*;. river. 302. 306 
Maurits. Johan. governor of Brazil, 78, 333 
Measures, list of, 84 7 -49 

Mechanics, terms offered to, 58] place of residence, fi6Q 
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Meer, N. van der, 121 

Meerkerck, location, 80R Sec also Teunisz, Cornells 

Megapolensis, Johannes, jr. letters of van Rensselaer to, 604-6, 645-55 ; 
contract between van Rensselaer and, 606-8; children, 607. 60Q ; sails on 
den Ilouttuyn, 609; memorandum from van Rensselaer for, 609-19, 630, 
6.^2 ; arrival at Rensselaerswyck, 62^ ; sermon sent to van Rensselaer, 629, 
670; letters from alluded to, 629; assistance given by Kieft, 656; advice 
to van Curler, 650. 660; mentioned, 621. 644. 658. 663, 669, 673, 812. 818, 
8iq. 823, 830. 835. 841. 845 ; biographical notice, E2& 

Megapolensis, Johannes, sr, of Coedijck, 629; letters of van Rensselaer to, 

62^30. 672-73 
Melle. P. J. van, acknowledgments to, ^ 

Melyn (Mclijn), Cornelis, founded colony on Statcn Island, 2§i 8ij super- 
cargo of het Wapen van Noorwegen, 3QQ. 401. 403. 416, 419. 421. 422, 
431. 440. 508, 548. 550, 567. 630; letter of van Rensselaer to, 419; house 
of, 556 

Memorial presented by Kiliaen van Rensselaer to the Assembly of the 

Nineteen of the West India Company, 42i 235 50 
^^cnsen (Mens, Meussen), Marcus, from Culcnburgh, 196, 204. 222. 310; 

facsimile of mark, facing 196; biographical notice, 80S 
Mcntcn, sec Meynten 

Nferchandise, Company refuses to give van Rensselaer, 24.1 ; directions con- 
cerning buying of. 281 : sale of, 4.v>. 431 
?.letselacr. Marten de, sec Harmensz, Marten 
Metselaer, Teunis de. 830. Sec also Teunisz, Teunis 
^^culeman, Pieter. 25 
^Tculcnkil. see Mill Creek 

Mculcwcls, Jacques, biographical notice, 8.y)-4o 
Meussen, sec Mcnsen 
Meusz. Pieter, 822 

Meyndcrtsz, Harmen. see Bogaert, llarmen Mcyndcrtsr van den 
Mcyndertsz, Mcyn<!crt. see Keren. Mcyndert Mcyndertsen van 
NTcynd/. Jan Jansz, i8j 

Meynten. Willcm. 8»9: biographical notice, 818 
Michaelius. Johannes. 26 
Michiels. Gcertgen. 285 

Michielsz. Jan. from Edam, 423. 826. 835. 837 ; biographical notice, 81819 
Michiclsz, Jonas, 162 

Middclburg. location. 8o6. Sec also Gouw, Jasper Fcrlyn van der 
Middelburg Chamber, see West India Company 
Midwout. 2^ 
Mijntcn. see Meynten 

Military, only the greatest need must call for the. 6^ 

Military commaiKlor. flondrick van Dijck. 472, 473. 487. 497. 795 

Mill Creek (Meulciikil. Xormans Kill), 25i 167. t86. 198. 199. 217. 232. 

260. 8 IP. 831. See also Godyns Kill 
Mill Creek (Mcnlcnkil. Molenkil), in Greenlnish. 807 ; purchase of land 

near. 167; farm near, 769. Sec also Laets Kill, de 
Mill Creek (Wynant's Kill), mill on. 25A^ See also Wynant's Kill 
Mills, see Sawmills and prist -mills 
Millstones sent by van Rensselaer, 328 
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Mines and minerals, patroons sole owners, SL LSI I instructions concerning 

discovery of, 1^8^ 209. See also Rock crystal 
Mingael, Thomas Jansz, 81^ 

Minister at Rensselaerswyck, patroons and colonists to provide for support 
of, 51^ ; van Rensselaer hopes to send over, 82^ 404. so^. 55 1. 561 ; 
inadequate means for support of, 82^ 408. 489; Planck requested to provide 
for, 82^ 328, 414; house for, 454. 459. 619. 654; sent, 633. See also 
Bogardus, Everardus; Megapolensis, Johannes, jr; Schaets, Gideon 

Minister at the Manhatans, see Bogardus, Everardus 

Minnekes, Jan, 792, 794 

Minuit (Miniet, Minnewiet, Minuict, Minuiet, Minuijt, Minuyct, Minuyt), 
Peter, contract for sale of cattle, 22,^-24, 230: allusions to sale of 
cattle, 6oj 206, 220. 221. 231. 274. 275. 278, 27g. 294. 3 10 ; opposition to, 
59. 2C8; establishment of the Swedish trading company in America, 211 
sails for Virginia, 2Si 394, 423; people and goods sent in his ship de 
Calmer Sleutel, 25, 78^ j^L 3*11 32i 3^25x 42^ 4^ 817; citation of letters 
to, confirms statements of van Rensselaer regarding purchases 

of land from the Indians, 167 ; certifies to purchase of land, 168. i8i. 183 ; 
gives van Rensselaer map of land between Beeren Island and Smacks 
Island, 197 : says there are whales in the South River, 197 : farm of granted 
to van Twiller, 213 : amount of tobacco raised by, 219: autograph, facing 
224 : order for van Vorst concerning animals, 254. 304: van Rensselaer 
prejudiced against, 269; money paid to, by van Rensselaer, 273 : letters of 
van Rensselaer to, 389-91, 395 ; mentioned, 52i 160, 233. 268, 304, 550, 617 

Moenemin's (Momncnis, Monnemins) Castle, ^ 166. 167. 207. 3o7. 756 

Mohawk River, 34 

Molenaer, Barent de, 82? See also Koijcmans, Barenl Pictersz 
Molenkil, see Mill Creek 
Mom, Jan, 2^ 
Momma, Guilliame, 404 
Momma, Maria, 655, 84.^ 

Monument to father and brothers of Kiliaen van Rensselaer, 42 43 
Moor, Johan de, 50^ 176 
Morris (Moris), Rutger, 219. 233 
MuUer (Miller). Matthijs, 450. 465 

Munnickendam, location. 81 r. See also Cornelisz, Pieter 

Munster, Joan, 2M 

Munster, see Rcur, Hcndrick Jansz 

Musch, Cornelia, 525 

Musch, Cornelis Johannes, secretary, asked to present petition to States Gen- 
eral, 8ij 466; memorandum of matters for cousin de Cascmbroot to bring 
to the attention of, 466-67 ; brother in law Casembroot, 525 : signs docu- 
ments, 22S± Z28. Z22. ZJo 

Mussart, see Muyssart 

Mutz, see Musch 

Muyshondt, Jan Claessen, 8qq 

Muyssart (Moussart, Muijssart, Muyssaert), Toussaint, share in colony, 55, 
175 ; letter to alluded to 8ii letters of van Rensselaer to, 427. 449-50. 467- 
68, 468, 471-72. 520-24. 522, 534, 535-36. 543-44. 545-47. 552~54. 670-71. 
671-72. 67^3 : memorial of, 725; mentioned, 516. 528 

Myne, see La Myne 

Google 
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Naerden, location, Rifi See also Ruytcr, Clacs Jansz 
Names of persons, form used, 22 

Nannincks (Mannix, Nanninx), Gccrtjc, 82Q: biographical notice, f>!i6. 8.^8 

Narragansett Bay, 170. 216, 245 

Navesink Highlands, .^82. 602 

Kcderhorst, lord of, 522 

Ncgagonse, 2S1 l^z, 168, 30^, ^lo 

Ncger, Jan de, biographical notice, 8.35-16 

Nelson, Peter, acknowledgments to, 36 

Nes, Cornelis Hcndricksz van, servants, 695 ; animals on farm of, 7.11. 7.10; 

farm, 741 ; lease of land to, 746. 762-6.3 ; mentioned, 555. 688. 760, 76.1, 782, 

810. 81Q. 830, 8.37; biographical notice, 824-25 
Nes, the, at Amsterdam, ^ 

Kevins, Joannes, 785. 786, 787, 788, 789; autograph, facing 783 

New Amsterdam, petition of schout, burgomaster and schcpens of, 784-85 ; 
letter of burgomasters and schepens to Jan Baptist van Rensselaer and 
Johannes Pietersz van Brugli, 789; 

convention at : letter from delegates to Jan Baptist van Rensselaer and 
Johannes Pietersz van Brugh, 785-86; letter from delegates to directors 
of West India Company, 787 ; list of papers sent to van Rensselaer and 
van Brugli, in name of delegates, 788 

New Netherland, history, matters in papers relating to, H ; plan to colonize 
by farmers, relations among local authorities, 59, 169; n.itural ad- 

vantages, 235; ordinance of director and council, prohibiting sale of fire- 
arms to Indians and requiring vessels sailing to or from Fort Orange, the 
South River or Fort Hope to obtain a permit, 426 

Niclaesz, see Claesz 

Nicolls, Gov., consolidated courts of Albany and Rensselacrswyck, ^ 

Nieckarck, see Nykcrck 

Nieuw Ncderlandt (ship), 266. 273 

Nijkerk, see Nykerck 

Ni.issen (Nys), Wolf, from 't Stift, 8.35 ; biographical notice, 8.30-31 

Nisse, G. van der, 730 

Nolden, Evert, biographical notice, 838 

Noordstrandt, see Jansz, Jacob 

Noormannen, 186. 21.3- See also Andriesz, Albert ; Andriesz. Arcnt ; Car- 
stensz, Carstcn ; Christensz, Andrics; Jansz, Paulus; Laurcnsz, Laurens; 
Thonisz, Barent 

Nooten Island, see Noten Island 

Nf>ppen, Gerret, 8qi 

Norden (Xordingen), location, 288. 808. 8io. See also Carslensz, Hcndrik ; 
Claesz, Pieter 

Normans Kill, 35^ 167, 186, 1^8, i^Q, 2i2i 232^ 260^ 7^ 810, 8ji 

North River, colf)nies on, 50, 570, 572. See also Pavonia ; Renssclaerswyck 

Norton's Point, 324 

Notelman ( X(>r>telman, Noottelman, Nottclman), Coenract. supports van 
Rensselaer in his management of the colony, 62^ relations with Planck, 72 ; 
promises to deliver farm implements and animals to van Rensselaer, 206 : 
letters from van Rensselaer to, 21.3-1.5. 28&-90. .317-19; van Rensselaer 
leaves terms of contract with Bijlvclt to, 231 ; dealings with Wolfert Gcr- 
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ritsz, 2.^2 ; agreement with van Rensselaer, 276. 322; farm of, directions 
concerning, 276, 29.1 ; animals belonging to 276, 277. 278, 279. 280. 297 ; van 
Rensselaer disapproves of, X22, ^^o ; payment to for animals, 3.^3 ; men- 
tioned, 219, 221. 268. 287. 

Xoten (Nut) Island, 375. 8,^6 

Notenhoeck (Nutten Hook), 32? 

Nykerck, van Rensselaer monument at, 42^ location, 806 : mentioned, 402, 
439- See also Curler, Arcnt van; Elbertsz, Elbert; Hcndricksz, Gerrit ; 
Jansz, Claes; Jansz, Seger; Peelen, Brant; Slichtcnhorst, Brant Aertsz van 
Nys, see Nijssen 

0'Callaghan» E. B., information in manuscripts at variance with statements 
of, 22J his history of Rensselaerswyck valuable in spite of errors, ^6^ de 
Roever differs from 70, 71, 79. 80, 8j 

Oldenborch, see Jansz, Gerrit 

Olycan, Pieter, 532 

Oosterum, Gerrit Willemsz, i6z 

Opdyck, Gijsbcrt, see Uijck, Gijsbert op den 

Ordinances, 626-28; of director and council of New Netherland prohibiting 
sale of firearms to Indians aftd requiring vessels sailing to or from Eort 
Orange, the South River or Fort Hope to obtain a permit, 426; of the 
patroon concerning sale and export of furs, grain, etc., 450; of the colony 
of Rensselaerswyck prohibiting storing of grain and tobacco without in- 
spection, 515 ; prohibiting sale of powder, lead and firearms to Indians, 
.s6.';-66 ; regulating trade, 57.T~74 : concerning fur trade, 722-23 

Otterspoor, Acrt, biographical notice, 840 

Ouwerkerck (Oudekerk), location, 8^ 

Oyens, Abraham, 5Q, 270 

Pafraet, (PasraaO, Maria, mother of Kiliaen van Rensselaer, 36^ 43 
Pafraets Dael, ^ 43 

Papscanee ( Paepsickene, P.iep Sickiels, Paepsichene, Paep Zickenes) Island, 
22, 2oz» 32Zi ^ 408, 412^ 415, 2Mj. 767-<)8, 807. 809. 815. 826. 828. 833. 



Pasraat, see Pafraet 

Patroons, names of and colonies registered by, 50, I54~58; conditions govern- 
ing grants to, .so~.S2 ; rights of, Sll trouble in enlisting required number of 
colonists, agreement between, SAi '7i~75 ; relations to directors of the 
Amstenlam Chamber, ^Sj restrictions on, 6i_; disputes with directors of 
West India Company over Freedoms and Exemptions, 68j committee of 
States General to investigate matter concerning, 68j settlement reached 
without action of committee, 63^ of Statcn Island, 8ii direction of each 
colony reserved to, 164 ; first combination of colonies in New Netherlan*! 
and shares each partner is to have in them, 164-65 ; opposition to coloniza- 
tion plans by certain members of West India Company, 236-30 ; accused 
of taking possession of best places, 239 ; accused of damaging the land, 240; 
statement by van Rensselaer of results accomplished by, 240-42; more 
profitable for Company to turn over trade to, 244-48; opposition to by 
Company results in mutual loss, 248. See also Freedoms and Exemptions ; 
Fur trade; Patroonship 




888 



NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY 



Patroons Creek, 36, 133, 2^ 1^ 892 

Fatroonship, spirit of the middle ages embodied in, 52^ differences between 
van Rensselaer and partners in regard to understanding of, 83-85, 468 71, 
.S 16-18. 520-^4, 528-3.;. .';3Q-43. 544. 546; bill of Michicl Pauw for share in 
expenses, 305 ; van Rensselaer's jurisdiction as patroon, 474~7.S ; disputes 
with heirs of van Rensselaer concerning, 724-30. Sec also Patroons 

Pauw (Paauw), Michiel, from Achttienhoven, registration of a colony on 
the River of Sickenames, 50^ 154-55 : registration of a colony on the Island 
of I'ernando do Xoronho, 5O1 i^; registration of the colony of Pavonia 
on both sides of the North River, 50^ 158: does not enter into agreement 
for his colony. 55J colony of sold, ^ 69^ 314. 316; agreements with van 
Rensselaer concerning animals, S2i 162, 254-55, 257-58, 268, 274, 296 ; 
out of patience with van Twiller, 268: desirability of conciliating, 274. 279 ; 
nondelivery of animals to, 275 ; grass and grain scythes delivered to, 282 ; 
proposes to send ship with cattle to New Netherland, 283; disputes with 
Company over unpacking his goods, 285; order to van Rensselaer for 
payment of bill. 2<j<j ; autograph, facing 299 ; arbitrates difference between 
van Rensselaer and Gecrtruyt Bylvelt, 301; bill to van Rensselaer for his 
share in expenses of patroc»nships, 305 ; mentioned. 157. 226, 265. 281, 283, 
286, 300, 322, 312 

Pauw (Paauw), Rcynier, 2QQ; autograph, facing 292 

Pauwelscn. Juriaen. from Sleswyck, 6oq ; biographical notice, 8^ 

Pavonia, 50^ 55^ 62^ 66^ 304. 475 : registration by Michiel Pauw, 158; bought 
by the Company in 16^ f, 2h§!2i -^U. 316 

Peelen ( Peele. Pelcn, Piclen), Brant, from Nykerck, emigration, 56^ 161. 308; 
farmer at W'elys Hurg, 61^ 210, 214. 222 : appointed schepen, 2o:?-3 ; 
wages, 1^; black hat with silver band presented to, 205; authorized to 
read from Bible every Sunday, 208: farm in good condition, 280: condi- 
tions of lease of farm. 211. 492; accounts, 427. 467. 480; advice to, 4.19 ; 
daughters, 468, 472, 822; exempted from conditions for farmers, 490; to 
advise van Curler, 490; van Curler may take his farm, 493; expiration 
of lease, 498, 512 ; goods furnished by on credit, 51 1 : dissatisfaction with, 
512 ; purchase of animals, 513; furs sent by, 520, 550. 559 ; agrees to price 
of wheat, 665 ; bound to render account for goods, 709; mentioned. 439. 
440. 489. 513. 635. 666. 806. 8o8» 8ii 81^ 8i2i 823, 833, 83Zi biographical 
notice, 8q6 

Peelen. Jan, sent to van Twiller to get contract, 229 
Pekstok, Bertha, 38 

Pekstok, Wilhelmus, 38 , 

Pels, Evert, from Statijn, sails in den Houttuyn, 609 ; to settle near Bevers 

Kill, 61 1 : malt for, 613 ; contract with van Rensselaer alluded to, 638 ; 

public brewer, 653; license to brew liquor, 622; animals on farm of, 732- 

33. 739 ; farm. 740; lease of land to. 75«> 6i ; mentioned, 811. 815, 816, 82Q, 

821. 825. 827. 829. 830. 832, 835. 839. 842 ; biographical notice, 8^ 
Pcobles Island, 162^ 25^ 
Pernambuco, 286 

Pcrre (Per), Abraham van de. 50, 126 
Petanock. 35, 162^ 168. 302, 310 

Pielers, J. F., attempt to dispose «»f manuscripts, 2Q 
Pieters, Marritje, 8q6 
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Pieters, Stijntje, 841 
Pietersz, Abraham, 832 

Pii'tcrsz, Adriaen, from Alckmacr, biographical, notice &y 
Pietersz, Arcnt, biographical notice, 814 
Pietersz, Barent, see Koijcmans, Barent Pietersz 
Pietersz, Carsten, biographical notice, 836 
Pietersz, Cors, skipper, ^IS 
Pietersz, Cort, 418 

Pietersz, David, see Vrics, David Pietersz de 
Pietersz (Pieterz), Feijnte, 783 

Pietersz, Jacob, from Utrecht, bi0graphic.1l notice. 814 
Pietersz (Pietcrsen), Jan, 8qi 

Pietersz, Johannes, see Brugh, Johannes Pietersz van 
Pietersz, Lucas, see Koijenians, Lucas Pietersz 
Pietersz, Pietcr. see Bijlvclt, Pietcr Pietersz 
Pietersz, Roelof, favors van Twiller, 268 
Pietersz, Tijs,' biographical notice, 840 
Pietersz (Pieters), VVybrant, accounts, 480 

Planck, Abraham Jacohsz, sails for New Ncthcrland on dc Eendracht, 67. 
26,1. .111. 800 

Planck (Plane), Jacob Albcrtsz, from Etiam. schout. 2Q1 6ii both schout and 
commis, 30j van Curler assistant to, 2Qj incapacity, 3^ 407. 4,^0. 460; 
sails on de Eendracht, §2^ 26j; letter of van Rensselaer to mentioned, 20t 
ZL 2ii 80i 8l 22Ls 3Q:iz ^ AS^ instructions for, 72, 292-96. .112. 35^ 
401. 491. 701-2: to provide for support of minister, 82, 328, 414; contract 
with van Rensselaer, 250-54, 281. 440. 676: rapier with baldric and hat with 
plume for, 25i. duties. 251 ; compcnsati'in, 251 ; house for, 252, 294 ; 
servant of, 261 ; ordered to punish Hunthum, 270; oath to be administered 
to, 281. 292; gift of bonks to, 281. 294. 4'9; van Rensselaer's opinion of, 
281 ; van Twiller to give instructions to regarding purchase of land, 283 ; 
not to be otherwise entitled than as officer, 28^5; recommended to read cer- 
tain books, 28.^ : to discuss starting farm near Fort Orange with Hunthum. 
287 : letter sent by, 287 ; to negotiate with Notelman concerning animals, 
289; list of papers given to, 290, ^^l-^2 ; letters of van Rensselaer to, 300 I. 
3 13-15. .123 30. 353-54. 391-92. 396, 411-18, 462J lands of Paapsickenekas 
bought by, ^07 ; sent to colony in /6?./, 311 : invoice and bill of lading of 
goods sent to, 332. 399-400; letter from, ux u ; furs belonging to, 334 ; 
goods delivered to, 376; not expert in bookkeeping, 305 ; dispute with 
Andriesz, 409; advice to, 41 1. 440; accounts with van Rensselaer, 443. 467t 
480; extravagance in office, 653 ; menti(med. 62. 265. 266. 278, 280. 282. 

^ mi 3ih 2Q9i mi 2^ 2iA 4^ ^ 5£2i il2i 5^ ^ ^llA 

biographical notice, 809 
Plantations, leases and agreements relating to, 746^80 
Pocij, see Pooy 

Poentic, Tcunis Dirckscn. 819. .S\v also Vechten, Tennis Dircksz van 
Poentie (Poetien, Poyntgen). Tunis Cornelisen Jonge, 81 5- See also Vech- 
ten, Teunis Cornelisz van 
Poest, 831. See also Wemp, Jan Barentsz 
Pocsten Kill, 167^ 755, 756, 8jL. ^ 
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Polleepels (Polopcl's) Island, 328 
Pont, Ian du (Pon, van dcr), .-^.^8, 344 
Pooy (Poeij), Jan, biographical notice, 830 

Pos, Symon Dircksz, 53^ 272; letter to Kiliaen van Rensselaer, 169-70 
Poulisz, sec Pauwelsen 
Pouwelscn, sec Pauwelsen 

Powder, ordinance of Renssclacrswyck prohibiting sale to Indians, j>6«>~^ 
Prague, matters at court in, 44 

Preemption, right of, 431, 42?, 491. ^ 632, 633, ^ 684, ^ 6q8 
Presidcerende, 828 
Prinses, de (ship), 830 

Private traders, ordinance prohibiting them from coming with their vessels 
within the limits of the colony, 626-27 ; warning concerning and new 
regulations in connection with Rensselaers Stcyn, 682-85 ; who contrary 
to the patroon's orders sail into the colony, notice to be served on, 
697;^. 70s 

Provisions, directions concerning buying and selling of. 160.. 211. 281. 29.I ; 

Company refuses to furnish van Rensselaer's people with, 243; prices, 252 
Provost (Provoost), Claude, registration of colony, 50, 176; letter to alluded 

to, 224 

Pruyn, John V. L., mentioned, 2Q 
Putnam, Ruth, investigations, 2Q 
Pynchon, William, 526 

Quaro, 50, 176 

Quirijncn, sec Crijnen 

Raadt, Mr de. 482 

Raap, A., acknowledgments to, 37 

Raap (Racp), Pictcr Adriaansz, 744, 745; ; autograph, facing 2M 

Radt, Cornelis, 8q1 

Raets pcrsoon, 825, 828. 840 

Raets vriendt, Sl2 

Ras, Wycllem, 420 

Rasicrc (Razicre), Isaac do, 64^ 222 

Rave, Jchan, 22©^ .^12; letter of van Rensselaer to, 313 

Rcacl, Reynier, takes van Twiller's part, 60, 267 ; term expires, 64J resumes 

seat in West India Company, 66, 270: mentioned, 223 
Red Hook, sec Roode Hoeck 
Reddenhasen, Abel, 556, 838 

Redress of the abuses and faults in the col«)ny of Rensselaerswyck, 686-97 
Rocdc, Gerard van, 522 
Recde, Godard van, $22 
Recdc, Johan van, 526 

Regents, agreement with van Rensselaer Bowier family, 21 
Reinst, Margriete, 225 

Reinundii (Reniimd, Rcniundcn, Rcmundt, Romonde, Romund), Johan van, 
opposition to Minuit, SQi i^j '. won suit before directors, 6oj hostility to 
van Twillcr, 64^ 269; intrigues, 2^ 21i of^c" of sale of animals to, 227 ; 
leaves Amsterdam. 2.30 ; Bijivelt offers farm to, 231 ; remark of his wife, 
269; arrested at Rotterd.im, 261); mentioned, 183, 268, 223i 289 
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Rensclersberg, Holland, 42 

Rensselaer, Anna Elizabeth van, 38 

Rensselaer, Anna Maria van, 38 

Rensselaer, Anthonie van (son of Anthonie), 38 

Rensselaer, Anthonie van (son of Richard), 38^ 33 

Rensselaer, Anthonie van (son of William), 38 

Rensselaer, Bertha van, 38 

Rensselaer, Catherine van, 38 

Rensselaer, Cornelis van (son of Anthonie), 38 

Rensselaer, Cornelius van (son of Richard), 38 

Rensselaer, Eleanor Herberdine van, 38 

Rensselaer, Francois van, 38 

Rensselaer, Hcndrick van, father of Kiliaen, monument erected to, 42^ 

marriage, 43 
Rensselaer, Hendrick Willeni van, 38 
Rensselaer, Hendrik van, son of Kiliaen, 46 
Rensselaer, Jan van, 38 

Rensselaer, Jan Baptist van, opinion on location of Petanock and NcRagonsc, 
167; inventory of animals in the colony sent over by, 732-40 : bill of lading 
for three parcels of furs shipped from New Amsterdam by, 743~44 ; 
message from Jcrcmias van Rensselaer to, 746; leases of lands etc. from, 
746-80 ; left the colony in 165S, 746, 756; letter from delegates to the 
convention at New Amsterdam, 785-86 ; entrusted with the delivery of the 
remonstrance of Nov. 2^ 2^2; list of papers sent to in the name of 

the delegates to the convention at New Amsterdam, 788; letter of burgo- 
masters and schcpcns of New Amsterdam to, 789; insurance policy on 
ship hct Gekruijsto Hart issued to. 7(y>-02 ; share in ship de Wilte Kloodt, 
705 ; house, 826 ; agreement with Ilartgers regarding purchase of duffels, 
8.U : lantl conveyed to Johanna de llulter by, 845 ; mentioned, 182. 27.1. 
812. 838, 844, 846; biographical notice, 8^3 

Rensselaer, Jan Jacob van, 38 

Rensselaer, Jan Jacob van, (2d), 38^ 39 

Rensselaer, Jan Jcrcmias van, poet, 42 

Rensselaer, Jeremias van, (>(jn of Kiliaen), 38^ 234 ; father in law, 433 ; 

message to Jan Baptist van Rensselaer, 746; house, 830, 831 ; mentioned, 

812. 814, 828. 840. 846; biographical notice, 846 
Rensselaer, Jeremias van, (son of Richard), 38 
Rensselaer, Jeremias van, (grandson of Jeremias), 38^ 32 
Rensselaer, Johan van, (uncle of Kiliaen), monument erected to, 42 
Rensselaer, Jolian van, (son of Richard), 38 
Kensselaer, Juhan Baptist van, 38 
Rensselaer, Johanna Jacoba Sara van, 3Z» 3§i 32 

Rensselaer, Johannes van, (son of Kiliaen), 38, 46^ guardians of, 164, 72Q, 
730 ; resolution of the States General in the matter of, 725-26. 72Q; petition 
for appraisal of houses and lots in Amsterdam. 744 -45 ; autogroph, facing 
744; mentioned, 22i 655 

Rensselaer, Kiliaen van, de Roever's articles on, 19-20, 26. 37. 40-85 ; bio- 
graphical interest of writinns of, 31; death, share in framing Freedoms 
and Exemptions, 32, 47-48, 237-^8 ; did not visit his colony in person, 
32. 40; no portrait in existence, 32; great-grandmother, 42; father and 
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uncle, 42^ birth, 4^ educated as a merchant, 45J marriage, 45j home in 
Amsterdam, 46j death of first wife, 46^ first chief participant to be 
received into Amsterdam Chamber, 42± 4^^ views on fur trade and coloni- 
zation in memorial to West India Company, 421 235-50 ; cultivation of 
heath lands in the Gooi, 49^ estate Crailo, 49^ 284; second marriage, 42:; 
notice of intention to send two men to inspect the country, 50j 154; 
registration of colony above and below Fort Orange, 50, I57~58; registra- 
tion of colony on Sable Island, 50, 175 ; advantage over other patroons, 5^5 
relations with commander of Fort Orange, 5^ 212, 415 ; share in colonies, 
55. 164-65, 175. 201 ; agreement with other patroons, 55, I7i~75 ; his colony 
the only one which continued, 55, 175 ; merchant shrewdness, 56; wishes 
to avoid dispute with the Company, 58^ 216: resigns as director of the 
Company, 5Q, 8oj protest to Company on account of detention of animals 
of de Reux and Bijlvelt, 61^ 200-Q2; account of the jurisdictions, manage- 
ment and condition of the colony, 65, 306-12 ; proposed lawsuits against 
Company, 65, 62, 239, 242-43 ; mentions sum for which he would resign 
his rights, 65^ 311, 312; withdraws propositions regarding sale of colony, 
66. 314, 316; endeavors to make his settlement a farming colony, 70^ 314; 
on divisions prevailing in Amsterdam Chamber, ZL 236-38. 267-70; intro- 
duces grape, 2§i 32Q. 551. 614: protests against new Freedoms and Exemp- 
tions, 80^ 424-25. 463-65. 466. 500; plan of colonization by admission of 
patroons, 80^ 428-29; care of spiritual welfare of colonists, 82^ 208. 251. 
404. 4^5. 418. 419. 547. 560. 605. 6orr-8. 618-19. 621. 622. 645. 647: close 
supervision of affairs of colony, 160-63, 107-99. 205-8. 212-14. 218-23. 
230-34. 251-53. 275 82, 285. 294 ; autograph, 163, facing 226, 263; opinion 
as to principal source of profit, 199-200; attack on Vogelaer, 267; protest 
against hauling down of flag of colony, 474~75 ; accounts with the Com- 
pany and Kicft. 479-85. 518-19. 548. 563 64. 567-69. 622-23. 625. 657; 
admits his mother in law to share in colony, 6^1 ; appraisal of houses and 
lots belonging to estate of, 744~45 ; 

admonition and rebuke: to Albert Andricsz, 409. 411. 446. 500 i, 506 -7 ; - 
to Maurits Jansz van Broeckhuysen, 503-4 ; to Jan Cornelisz, 504^5; to 
van Curler, 4J0, 438^ .39. 4.54. 508, 513. 557-58, 650-51. 653. 658-60. 664; 
to van der Donck, 631-32. 636, 637. 642-44, 649; to de Hooges, 620, 669; 
t«» Planck, 411, 440; to Cornelis Tcunisz, 495 96. 563 ; to van Twiller, 272. 
See also Animals; Church; Colonists; Conmiissions ; Contracts and agree 
ments; Fur trade; Instructions; Patroons; Patroonship; Rcnssclacrswyck ; 
Renssclacrswyck (ship) 

Rensselaer, Kiliacn van, son of, letter to Bastiaensz, 622 

Rensselaer, Kiliaen van, (son of Johannes), letter of Brant Schuyler to, 
80314 

Rensselaer, Kiliaen van, (son of Richard), 38 
Rensselaer, Mngdalcna van, 38 

Rensselaer, Maria van, (sister of Kiliaen), 36, 43. 53 
Rensselaer, Maria van, (daughter of Kiliacn), 46, 655 
Rensselaer, N'elle Maria van, 38 
Rensselaer, Nicolaus van. birth, 319 
Rensselaer, Richard van, (son of Kiliaen). 38 
Rensselaer. Richard van, (son ctf Richard), 38 
Rensselaer, Richard van, (son of Anthonie), 38 
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Rensselaer, Richard van, (son of William), 38 
Rensselaer, Richard van, (son of Jeretnias), 38 

Rensselaer, Richard van. (son of Richard, grandson of Jereniias), 38 
Rensselaer, Sara van, xee Rensselaer, Johanna Jacoba Sara van 
Rensselaer, William van, 38 

Rensselaer, William Bayard Van, acknowledgments to, 36 

Rensselaer Bowier, Madame van, 32^ 32i 11 ; visit to this country, 2Q 

Rensselaer Bowier, Jonkheer Cormar van, 32 

Rensselaer Bowier, Jonkheer Hugo Jan Jacob van, 32 

Rensselaer Bowier, Jonkheer Johannes Jacobus Christian Gysbertus van, JQ 

Rensselaer Bowier, Jonkvrouw Maria Qemente van, 39 

Rensselaer Bowier, Vice Admiral Jonkheer Marten Willhelinus van, iq, 32; 
granted his mother's name in conjunction with paternal cognomen, 38, ^ ; 
children, 32; family archives come into his possession, \ plans for pub- 
lication of manuscripts, ^ ; death, ^ 

Rensselaer Bowier, Jonkheer Marten Wilhehnus Marius Magdalus van, i^^ 33 

Rensselaer family, coat of arms, 35^ 42, 43; genealogy of Holland branch, 
37~.yj ; earliest mention of name, 42^ location of estate in Holland, 42 

Rensselaer (city), 186 ♦ 

Rensselaersberg (Rensclersberg), Holland, 42 

Rensselaers Burg, 34, 57^ 12Q. 201^ 202. 210, 260. 302, 308^ 489. 423^ 805, 

806. 807 ; grain raised on farm, 63; men on farm, 222 
Rensselaers i^ook (Rinselaers Hoeck), 382. 6q2 
Rensselaers (Renselaers), Island, 198, 75Q. See also Bcercn Island 
Rensselaers (Renselaers) Kill, 34^ i^g 

Rensselaers Steyn. commission to Nicolaes Coorn as commander and commis 
and to Jan Dircksz van Bremen as skipper, 680-82. 704 ; placard warning 
private traders not to sail into the colony and setting forth new trade 
regulations in connection with the staple right of, 682-85 ; refuge for people 
in times of danger, 688 ; commander at to receive fines, 6(>4 ; account of 
ammunition for, 706-7 

Rensselacrswyck, colonists transported to 1630-32, 23, 58^ purchase of land 
from Indians, 2Q, 54^ 158-61, 163, i66-6q. 181-83. 197. IQQ. 207. 212. 217, 
283. 306-8; list of settlers, 32, 805-46 ; map, explanation of, .I3^.l6 ; Kiliaen 
van Rensselaer and his colony of, by N. de Roever, 40-85 ; registration of 
colony, 50j 157-58: location, 53^ extent of territory, 53, L52i 1^ 197. 
212. 526; stipulations of Company regarding number of colonists, 55^ 
persons owning shares in, 55^ 165. 201 ; only one of original colonies 
remaining, 55, 125", administration by local officials, 2£» 201-2, 215. 

230^ 54. 3^ .104-^. 4LSi 432. 433-37. 459-63. 423^ ML 549 50. 552^ S^i 
566. 6t6-i8. 6.^8-44. 701-4 ; law least active factor in early development 
of, 63^ sum for which van Rensselaer would resign rights of, 65^ 31 1, 
312 ; not to be sold, 66^ 314, 316; aim of settlement, jo^ 3»4. 412; manage- 
ment of, an example lo directors, 22^ disobedience to authorities, fil ; 
conditions upon which farmers came to, 82^ disposition of fief of, by 
last will and testament, 83, 85^ 524-25. 533. 536-39 ; agent of colony at 
the Manhatans. 151. 571 ; van Rensselaer orders lands measured, 159, 201, 
216-17. 218. 219; maps alluded to. 197. 206, 2(^6; surveys of land not com- 
pleted, 536; named, 198; letter of Pieter Bijlvelt to the copartners of, 
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2M', progress hindered by opposition of Company, 242; invoice of goods 
sent to, 263-65, 332 ; account of the jurisdictions, management and con- 
dition of the territories, 306-12 ; share of heirs of Godyn sold, 321, 334 ; 
news from 1636, 333-34 ; disputes regarding jurisdiction and management, 
479. 520-35. 541-42. SSii ordinances, 515, 565-^. 573-74. 626-27. 6^ 
722-23 : amounts received by van Rensselaer from shareholders, 516; great 
quantities of wine sent to, 622, 624 ; warning, prohibition and permission 
concerning, 682-85 ; redress of abuses and faults in, 686-97 : proper remedy 
against the abuse of outstanding accounts in, 707-14; disputes with heirs 
of van Rensselaer concerning, 724~30 ; leases and agreements relating to 
the farms, sawmills, plantations and other property in, 746-80; agreement 
of the council to pay tithes to the West India Company, 781-83; delegates 
from to convention at New Amsterdam, 784. 785. See also Animals; 
Commis ; Court ; Farms ; Houses ; Patroons ; Patroonship ; Sawmills and 
grist-mills; Schepens; Schout 

Rcnsselaerswyck (ship), fitted out by van Rensselaer and de Forest, 24j 
detained at Plymouth, 25. 34i 345i 346^ 365; sold, 25± 411 1 wrecked, 25; 
alluded to, 321; letters and goods sent by, 323; 38 persons sailing by, 326 ; 
resolutions concerning alluded to, 331 ; contract with de Forest alluded 
to, 332j cost, equipment, etc., 332, 335-38. 343-44 ; date of sailing, 34.3: 
log of, 355-80 : arrival at Manhattan, 32iL 382 ; arrival at Amsterdam. 389; 
Dirck Corssen has goods belonging to owners of, entered in his own 
name, 512; list of settlers sailing by, 809-16 

Rcnsselaerswyck (yacht), 4^ 680^ 704^ 8i2 

Renswoude. see Reede, Johan van 

Representative of the patroon, commission to Cornelis Teunisz as, 435 
Residents, use of term, 559, 577 ; van Curler to interfere with, 561 ; ordinance 
of the colony of Rcnsselaerswyck prohibiting inhabitants from trading with 
"residents" without special consent, 627; forbidden to trade with Indians, 
666 

Ressclcrius, Domine, (ship), 340 

Reur, Hcndrick Jansz, from Munstcr, 839 ; biographical notice, 8^ 
Reux (Reus), Gcrrit Theusz de, managed a farm at the Manhattans, 61^ 
231, 276; farmer at Blommaerts Burg, 61^ ]^ 210. 214. 222: animals and 
implements transferred to van Rensselaer, 6l 2L. I2i U& 206. 220. 221. 
276, 277. 278. 289. 2Q4. 2Q5. 310. 317. 322. 330; appointed schepen, 63^ 202-3 : 
black hat with silver band presented to, 63^ 205 ; contract with van Rens- 
selaer, 193-95, 200. 20Z1 210, 2LL 326, 422± 4381 442t 4Z8t 42S2 Slli 633. 
675-76. 709; facsimile of mark, facing 196; greyhound for, 204: sails for 
New Nethcrland, 204^ 310; accounts with van Rensselaer, 213^ 422, 467: 
to assist in measurement of land, 217: men employed by. 218. 261. 285; 
farmer or\ dc Lacts Burg, 260; letters from alludetl to, 274; delivers 
scythes to Pauw, 282; summoned home, 290. 29r, 295 ; protest of van 
Rensselaer to West India Company on account of detention of animals 
of, 200-02. 296. 297; dissatisfaction with, 323, 431^ 432t M5i 42Zi wishes 
to make new terms, 4»6; settlement of estate, 440, 499. 545. 548. 

559. 560. 579. 580; power of attorney to Kieft from heirs of, 457 : 
originated quarrels, 489; construes contract to his own advantage, 491. 
503 ; grain on farm of, 5»4; mentioned, 454^ 436, 8o2i 8^ 810, 811. 
812, 820: biographical notice, BcS 
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Reyersz, Jan, from Houten, animals on farm of, 735, 739; renewal of lease 

of land to, 771-72; mentioned, 819; biographical notice, 82^ 
Ricn, Jan van, registration of colony by, 50, 126 
Ripperda, N., 728, 729 

Rock cr>stal, found in de Laets Kill, ifiSj 210, 307t 330: in the hill of 

Michiel Jansz, 489, 500, 663, 769 
Rode, Domine, 745 
Rcelofs, Sara, 308, 806 
Rodofs, Trijntje, 308, 8q6 

Roelofsz, Pieter, letter of van Rensselaer to, 300 

Roever, Nicolaas de, work on manuscripts, 19-20, 26; list of settlers com- 
piled by, 32, 308; to edit manuscripts, 32i death, 32i Kiliaen van Rens- 
selaer and his colony of Rensselaerswyck, 40-85; manuscripts published 
by, 2 3 5- 5 0 . 266-88, 290-92. 302-4. .^0^12. 315-17. 351-53. ZilZ32 

Rolmers, see Barents, Annetje 

Rondout Creek, 328 

Roode (Rooe) Hocck, 383 

Roodt, Hcndrick, 8qi 

Rooleeuw, Abraham, 229 

Rotterdam, see Eencluys, Hans Jansz; Thomasz, Cornells 

Roulant, Francoys, 2^ 

Rust, Claes Jansz, 556. 829, 8.^ 

Rutgersz, Rijck, 820. 824; biographical notice, 813 

Ruttens, Peter, ^v, 2£i2 

Ruttcns, Simon, 250, 254. 676 

Ruytcr, Claes Jansz, from Nacrdcn, agreement with van Rensselaer, 327. 
332, 510. 676-77 ; instructions to Pieter Cornelisz concerning, 351, 406, 
407 ; messages to, from van Rensselaer, 456 ; payment of board during 
passage of, 482 ; at the Manhatans, 505 ; van Curler not to engage, 511 ; 
instructions for, 702; mentioned, 412. 439. 663. 809. 816: biographical 
notice, 816 

Ruyven (Ruijuen), Cornclis van, 785, 789 

Rye, amount raised in 1631, 63, 199; in i6j3, 308. 309; patroon to pay 

four guilders a mudde for, 253; not to be mixed with wheat, 4^ 
Ryswyck, Anthonia van, 845 

Sable Island, proposed colony on, 50^ 55, I7S. 242 

Sack, den, lease of land opposite, 758, 812. 813 

Sackcnamcs, see Sickenamcs 

Sadel (Sael), de, 382, 6Q2 

Saegh Kill, 824 

St Christopher, island of, 23^ 

St Martin, island of, proposed colony on, 50^ i66j I2ii ]2A± 175; mentioned, 

269. 271. 274 
St Merten (yacht), 322i 2Z?i 422 
St Vincent, island of, proposed colony on, 50, 156 
Salick, see Schlick 
Salm, de (yacht), 241. 242 

Salt trade, ^ 112, 113, 123; freight charges for salt, 147 
Sanckhagog, 36^ 182, 306 
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Sanders, Catalijn, see Donckcsz, Catalijn 
Sanders family, 39 

Sandersz, Thomas, from Amsterdam, biographical notice, 8j2 

Sandwcch (Sandtwegh), Joost van, 342, ^ letters of van Rensselaer 

to, i48-«;o. 4^?o-2i 
Sandy Hook (Sandpunl), 324i 322i 38.3> (gX2. 
Sankikans (Sankckans), 24*;. 248 
Santcn (Xanten), 6^2 

Sapokanican (Sapachenikan, Sappokantcan), 325 
Saulmon (Saumon), Louis. 527 ; letter of van Rensselaer to, 543 
Sawmills and grist-nulls, Scandinavians to erect, 52» 186-89; idea of sawmill 
on dc Lacts Kill abandoned. 6o^ 108; grist-mill only one in New Nether- 
land, 6QJ van Rensselaer asks for guard at the grist-mill, 22l 2q8; first 
sawmill on Godyns Kill, 198 ; protit from, 200; erection of new, 75, 78. 
3CQ1 328^ 352i llii 444; profit from new, 444: sawmill in 

operation, 406^ 4^ 407; grist-mill in operation, 505 ; management, 
638, 639 ; erection of grist-mill near Renssclaers Steyn, 681 ; sawmills on 
farm of Kvcrt Pels, 740. 759 <)i ; sawmills used by Jacob Jansz Plodder, 

741. 816: sawmills at Bethlehem, 742, 770, 816; sawmills of Albert Andriesz, 

742. 775 ; leases of mills on Fifth Creek, 746-48, 749"50 ; permission to 
erect new sawmill on Fifth Creek, 750-51 ; lease of sawmill on Wynant's 
Kill, 754-55 : sawmills of Eldcrt Gcrbertsz, 221; mills on Fifth Creek 
mentioned, 811, 812, 816. 812. 822. 831. 832. 846; mills at Grcenbush, 8u. 
816. 828 

Schaagen, Cornelis, 222 

Schadee, Aima, 525 

Scliact, Claes I Undricxj-z, 22J 

Schaef. llcndrick, 229 

Schacts, Gideon, l)iographical notice, 844 

Schaick, Gf-ossen Gerritsz van, ^tv Gerritsz, Goosscn 

Schelden. Daniel van der, 305 

Schellingcr, Jan Ticpkcsz skipper of the Rcnsselaerswyck, 2Ai 343 ; skipper 
of 't Eoc!<horntgcn, 285 ; letter to van Rensselaer, 345 ; autograph, facing 
345 ; letter to his wife, 346 47 ; log of the Rcnsselaerswyck, 355 tSg ; 
perhaps from Medeiiblick, 355 ; share in goods of van Rensselaer, 512 

Schendel, Gillis van, payment for map, ^ 

Schenectady, 812 

Schepens, appointment of. 62-<"i3. 202-3. 215; to be appointed by Planck, 
63, 72, 28 1. 2Q4 ; o.Tth of, 6i 203; black hats with silver bands presentetl 
to, 205 ; instructions for, 208. 415 ; appointment of Pieter Cornelisz with 
- ' oriler to appoint others, 327. Sec also Adriaensz. Marinus; Jansz, Roelof ; 
Laurens?. Laurens; Pcelen. Brant; Reux, Cierrit Theusz de; Council of 
Renssflaerswyck ; Court of Rcnsselaerswyck 

Schepens of New Amsterdam, petition to director and council of New 
Netherland, 281185; letter to Jan Baptist van Rensselaer and Johannes 
Pictersz van Brugh, 789 

Sclurni.rhiiorn. Jaci-b Jansz van, biographical notice, 8jj 

Scheulor. I'iiilip Pietcrsz, 842. .S><* also Schuyler, Philip Pietcrsz 

Schipper, Teunis, seed inspected by, 193 
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Schlick, Cornelis Anthonisz van (Broer Cornclis, Cornelis Teunisz), from 
Breuckelcn, commissioner, ^ 435^ 459: sails for New Netherland on de 
Ecndracht, 6^^ 26.1. 311 ; different forms of name, 2.'>.S-56. 8oq: contract 
with van Rensselaer, ass-ST. 206: not to engage in fur trade, 2F>6: to 
assist Conduit, 261 ; tool chest for, 265 ; engaged by van Rensselaer, 280; 
to be confirmed in the possession of his farm, 326; accounts with van 
Rensselaer, 418. 442, 45.^, 467. 474. 480. 667, 602; to assist van Curler, 
4Xi, 4-1^. 488. 400. 497 ; commission to as representative of the patroon, 
43Si 45.1 : to assist Pieter Comclisz, 436 ; advice to, 440: to examine 
contract with freemcrt, 4^; instructions for, 44.=>. 453, 4S6. 459-63, 702 : 
opinion on location of church, 4.S4 ; with others to fill post of officer of 
justice, 459; councilor, 461 ; deception in furnishing grain, 483 ; messages 
to from va# Rensselaer, 488. 561; exempted from conditions for farmers, 
490; conditions of lease of farm, 492; Pieter Cornelisz may take his 
farm, 493 ; letters of van Rensselaer to, 495~96. 509; advice to, 495-96, 
563: house for, 496; expiration of lease, 498, 5;i2; blanket for, 509: 
to stop notes of hand, 512 ; purchase of animals, 513 ; to call farmers 
before council, 514 : authorization concerning tithes, 515; ; sends furs to 
van Rensselaer, 520. 550. 559 ; objects to survey of land, 536; van Rens- 
selaer's opinion of, 559. 647 ; complains of van Curler, ^59 ; size of farm, 
617; dispute with van Rensselaer settled, 631, 660: laxity of, 632 ; willing- 
ness to give tithes, 632 : can not be removed from council, 635 : remarks 
about vander Donck, 649 ; agrees to price of wheat, 665 ; exports wheat 
without entering the same, 692 ; bound to render account for goods, 709: 
animals on farm of, 738, 740; farm, 743. 749, 752-53 ; transfer of lease 
of maize land behind land of, 749; mentioned, 414, 434, 441, 481, 488. 509, 

ilp, siL 563, 565^ 56Q, ^ Zili ZS6, 80Z, 8^ 810, 812, Sij, 814^ 

821. 823, 831. 840: biographical notice, 255-56. 809 
"Schodac, purchase of lands at, 826; patent for land, 834 
Schoenmaker, Jacob, 832. See also Dorlandt, Jacob Lambertsz van 
Schoester, Cornelis Theunissen, 814- Sec also Teunisz, Cornelis, from 

Westbroeck 
School, building for, 663. 817 

Schoolmaster, patroons and colonists to provide for support of, £1, LSI ; 

Evert Nolden establishes himself as, 838 ; Adriaen Jansz appointed as, 843 
Schoonderwoert CSchoennerwoorde, Schoonrewocrd), location, 812. See 

also Cornelisz, Cornelis; Gerritsz, Claes; Jacobsz, Rutger; Jacobsz, Teunis 
Schoorl, 828 

Schout, doubtful whether first appointee ever qualified, 2Qi 63; post tem- 
porarily filled by three commissioners, 30, 4.U~36. 459~6o. See also Coorn, 
Nicolaes; Donck, Adriaen van der; Hcndricksz, Rutger; Planck, Jacob 
Albertsz; Slichtcnhorst, Brant Aertsz van; Swart, Gerard 

Schout of New Amsterdam, petition to director and council of New 
Netherland, 784-85 

Schrabbekercke, see Scrabbekercke 

Schulenburgh (Schuylcnburgh), Frederick, 66^ 270. 556 ; autograph, facing 556 
Schut (Schuth), Jan Willemsz, 816: biographical notice, 836 
Schut, Willem Jansz, 836 
Schuylcnburgh, see Schulenburgh 
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Schuyler, Brant, letter to Kiliaen van Rensselaer (son of Johannes), 80.I-4 
Schuyler, Philip Pietersz, 844 ; biographical notice, 841 
Schuyler Flatts, 809 

Scrabbekerckc ('s Heer Abtskcrke), location, 49Q. 8»R 5"^^ also Jansz, 

Michiel 
Scultctus, Abraham, 2S& 

Seawan used in trading, 418, 441. 652, 662^ 21^ 2A1, 29A 
Secretary of Rensselaerswyck, see Curler, Arent van; Hamel, Dirck van; 
Hooges, Antony de 
rs- Segersz, Claes. ?m. See also Voorhout, Claes Corhelis van 
Segersz, Cornelis. see Voorhout, Cornelis Segersz van 
Segersz, Jonge Cornelis, see Voorhout, Cornelis Cornelisz van 
Semessceck (Semelzeeck, Semezeeck), 35, 167, 307, .^00 ^ 
Settlers of Renssrfafeiswyck, ^ 308 ; list, 805-46 

Sevenhuysen (Seuchuijsen), Hans van, .uq. 3>i. 365, 815 ; biographical 
notice, 814 

Sevcnster (Seuen Starra, Seucn starrc, Sevcnsterre), de, (ship), 313. 315, 

220, 32^ 23i 34? 
Sexton, house for, 4,^. 459 
Shad Island, 1S2 

Sickenames (Ciccanames) River. 150^ 171^ 248 

Sijmensz. Sijmen, from Hoorn, i^i 

Silkworms, 207 

Sillc, Mr, 291 

Simmensen, Frans, 420 

Simonsz, Jan. 620. 217. ZI^' 

Slachboom (Slaghboom), Anthonia, 817 

SIcswyck (Schlcswig). see Pauwelsen, Juriaen 

Slichtenhorst. Brant Aertsz van, from Xykerck, first director of the colony, 
30 : recommended to van Rensselaer, 281 ; arrival at New Amsterdam, 
825 ; son of, 842; mentioned, ZiL 232, Z40, 262, 81^ 812, 813, 821, 822. 
823. 824, 8^ 832. 834. 8j6, 8^ 838, 8^ 840, 841, 843, biographical 
notice, 8j8 

Slichtenhorst, Margarcta van, 841 

Slijter (Slijtter). Captain, 740. 838 ; biographical notice, 844 
Slocps-bayc ( Xarragansctt Bay), 170. 216. 245 
Slomp, Gcrrit, 718. 721 
Slyck, see Schlick 

Smacks (Smackx. Sinax) Island. 33. 36. 166^ 167. 168, iSi^ 182, 306, 378 
Smit (Schmidt, Smith. Smits), Lucas, from Jehansberg, 615, 648; bio- 
graphical notice, 615, 826 
Smith. Claes Jansz, 830 
Smith's Island. 2i, 3232 3?Ii 3?2 
Smits Vly. 602 

Soi'st. Incritiiin. 805. See also Hcndricksz, Picter ; Ilendricksz, Rutger 
Solder Pietersz. 814. See also Pietersz, Arent 
Solderbet'ck, Salomon van, 401 
Solms, Cfumt van, £1 
Sommcrius. Domine. 649 

Soogemackelyck, Pieter, 846. See also Adriaensz, Pieter 
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Soutbergh (Soulberch), de (ship), 266^ 263, 285, 288: colonists sailing by, 
204. 807-8 

South Hay, 592 ; registration of colony on, i>6 

South River (Delaware), registration of colonies on, 50^ S5x t ij>6. 164, 171. 
174; colonies on sold, i?*; : whales in, 107; occupation, 241 ; destruction of 
colony, 241. 424; fur trade on, 244. 24S. 246: reason for failure of colony, 
248; vessels sailing to or from to obtain a permit, 426. Sec also Swanendael 

Spierinck-, Cornelis, biographical notice. 824 

Spierinck, Jacques, 102. 265 

Spitbcrgcn, Catrijn Jans, 846 

Spitsenbcrch (van Spitsbergen, van Spitzbergen), Teunis Cornelisz, lease of 
water power to, 74Q-SO : permission to erect sawmill, 7.y>-'> » ". signs agree- 
ment to pay tithes, 782: mentioned, 822; biographical notice, 846 

Sporom, Anneken, 654 

Spronssen, J., 230 

Staas (Staes, Stacts), Abraham, from Amsterdam, engaged as surgeon, 606; 
sails on den Houttuyn, 609 ; to settle near Bevers Kill, 6ii : contract with 
van Rensselaer, 678: mentioned, 611. 617. 619. 6.^2. 781. 8iq: biographical 
notice. 8^ 

Stadts Herberg, 832 

Staets, Hendrik Jacobsz, 678 

Stam, Dirck Corssen, supercargo of the Rensselaerswyck, 25^ ^^^ ; unfaithful, 
25i 446; to erect a shed at the Manhatans, 322; Planck to turn some of his 
duties over to, 3.10 ; letter to van Rensselaer, 345; autograph, facing 34.S ; 
van Rensselaer dissatisfied with, .102, disloyalty in encouraging private 
trading. 40Q. 4ii- 415. 416, 446; money due patroon from these transactions, 
417, 44 S. 512, 667, 692 ; demands payment for wages, 421 ; claims for 
merchandise delivered at Rensselaerswyck, 442 ; mentioned, ."^64. ."^66. 375* 
■176. 410. 416, 418. 502 

Staten T<iland, colony founded on, z^j patroon at, 81 

States General, patroons decide to submit disputes relating to carrying of 
freights to, 65J committee to investigate disputes between patroons and 
West India Company, 68j no decision, 68-69; committee to consider new 
Freedoms and Exemptions, ZQ. 424 ; resolution and letters patent empower- 
ing van Rensselaer to dispose of his fief of Rensselaerswyck by will, 8$, 
5.16-39 ; resolution on the petition of Samuel Blommaert and others, 725;. 
730; resolution in the matter of Johannes van Rensselaer and others, 
725-26. 729 : action on reply of de Laet and Blommaert, 2^; to Jan van 
Wely and Woutcr van Twiller, 729-30 

Statijn (Steltijn, Stettin), location, 828. Sec also Pels, Evert 

Stceboo (Stadsbode), 823 

Stecnbergen, Harmen, 222 

Steene hoeck, de, 8j2 

Steengs. Willem, 629 

Stcffcniersz (StefTenier, Steffeniers), Arent, 25. 23iL 325^ 815; biographical 
notice, 814 

Stevensz, Abraham, transfer of lease of land of, 749, biographical notice, 813 
Stevens/, Oloff, sec Cortlandt, OlofF Stevensz van 
Stevensz, Steven, 211 
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Stift, 't (het Sticht, Utrecht), see Nijssen, Wolf 
Stipel (Stijpel), Dirck, 452, 458 
Stoffelsz, Jacob, &42 
Sloffelsz, Jan, 25^ 

StoflFelsz, Rcyer, location of house, g^s : letter of van Rensselaer to, .so2 ; men- 
tioned, ^ 523. ^Mi ^2L 816, SiS; biographical notice, 
Stol. Jacob Jansz, ^So; biographical notice, 8^5 
Stol (Stoll), Willeni Jansz, biographical notice, 8^ 
Stoon, Capt., 272. 284 
Stoutenburch, see Jansz, Jacob 

Straelsundt (Stralsund), location, 806. See also Brunsteyn, Claes 

Strong, Mrs Alan Hartwell, visit of Mrs van Rensselaer Bowier and son to, 
20; approves agreement concerning use of manuscripts, 2ij translations 
revised, 26; preface to translations furnished by, 37-39 ; translation of 
de Rocver's articles on Kiliaen van Rensselaer and his colony of Rens- 
sclaerswyck, 40385; of Memorial presented by Kiliaen van Rensselaer to 
the Assembly of the Nineteen of the West India Company, 23';-nO : of 
letters from Kiliaen van Rensselaer to Wouter van Twiller, 266-88, 315-17, 
35i~53 ; of Protest of van Rensselaer to West India Company on account 
of detention of animals of de Reux and Bijlvelt, 2QO-q2; of Examination of 
Bastiaen Jansz Krol, 302-4 ; of Account of the jurisdictions, management 
and condition of the territories named Rensselaerswyck, 306-12; of Sen- 
tence of Claes Andriesz, 73i~32 

Stuyvcsant, Picter. established court of justice for Beverwyck, 30^ petition 
to, 784-85 ; order on petition, 285 

Suijtbaaij, see South Bay 

Surgeon engaged by van Rensselaer, 6o6. See also Staas, Abraham 
Swaart, Elizabeth de, 38 
Swaart, Johan de, 38 

Swanendacl. registration of colony, 50, 155 : fall of, 48, 66, 223 ; sold to 
the West India Company, 55^66^69, 175, 314. 316 ; losses in, 66, 313 ; 
Hcndrik de Forest to take place of Gilles Houset in, 25.; Theunis Willem- 
sen from, 223 ; fur trade in, 246; too many participants in, 335^ 470. See 
also Godyn, Samuel ; South River 

Swart (Swardt, Swartt), Gerard, 2^ 7^ 831 ; biographical notice, 844 

Swarten Raeven (ship), 645. 663 

Swartwout, Roclof, 826 

Swedes, encroachments, 522 

Swe<lish trading company, 2I1 79. 

Swils, Claes Cornclisz, sec Cornelisz, Claes 

Sybrantsz, Claes, 8q6 

Tabago, 50, 126 

Tappcn. Juriacn Tcunisz, 84,S- See also Teunisz, Juriaen 
Teencoorntgcn (ship), see Eeckhoorntje, 't 
Ten Brocck, Matthys, TQSi 22§ 
Ter Horst, 522 

Teunis, Jannctje, 833 ; biographical notice, 842 
Tcunisz, Adriaen, see Bilt, Adriaen Teunisz van dcr 
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Teunisz, Clacs, 819, 8.^6, 837 ; biographical notice, 830 

Teunisz, Cornelis, from Brcuckelcn, see Schlick, Cornclis Anthonisz van 

Teunisz (Thonissen, Thcunisz), Cornelis, from Meerkcrck, engagement as 

farm laborer. io.s~o6 ; autograph, facing 196; sails for New Netherland, 

204. MO', farm laborer on Blommaerts Burg, 222-; mentioned, 564, 8.y); 

biographical notice, 8q8 
Teunisz (Bos), Cornelis, from Westbroeck, 181. 758. 807. 814 : biographical 

notice. 814 
Teunisz, Dirck, biographical notice, 82^4 
Teunisz, Jacob, sec Toenijs, Jacob 

Teunisz, Jan. from Leydcn. 572, 612. 646; biographical notice, 826 
Teunisz, Juriaen. 8^6. 8.vj, 844 ; biographical notice, 845 

Teunisz, Pieter, from Brunswijck, animals on farm of, 7 yj. 740; mentioned, 

811. 8.^9 ; biographical notice, 838 
Teunisz. Sweer, from Velsen, 756, 831 
Teunisz, Tcunis, from Locnen, biographical notice, 830 
Thachcr, John Boyd, 26, 1156 
Theunisz. sec Teunisz and Thonisz 
Thcusz, Gerrit, see Reux, Gerrit Thcusz de 

Thijmensz, Reynicr, from Edam, agreement with van Rensselaer, 677, 813; 

biographical notice, 815 
Thomas de Engelsman, 836 
Thomasz, Barent, see Thonisz, Barent 

Thomasz (Toemesz, Toomanssen), Cornelis, from Rotterdam, contract with 
alluded to, ^^2 : killed, 345^ 351, 365^ 573 : widow of married, .^TS : men- 
tioned, 814 ; biographical notice, 815 

Thomasz, Jan. 826. 8.^8. 844 : biographical notice, 834 

Thomasz (Tomasz, Tomasscn), Johan, 718. 721 

'J'hf>masz (Tomcssen), Lubbert, 

'1 hnmasz, Paulus, biographical notice, 839 

Thomasz. Reynicr, see Thijmensz, Reynier 

Thonisz (Thciuiisz, Thomasscn, Thonis, Thonissen, Tonisz), Barent, from 
Hcijligcsont, agreement with van Rensselaer, 186-89, 675 ; request to send 
to colony, 189 ; enrolled on ship de Eendracht, i<X) : payment to, i^; to 
work on building houses, 210: sent to colony, yog ; biographical notice, 8o7 

Thonisz, see also Teunisz 

Thuus van Xassauw (ship het Huis van Nassau), 339 
Thycrts. Jan. see Tyaerts, Jan 
'Thy sen, Lysbet, 300. 806 
Tibbout, Capt., 385 

Tienhoven, Cornelis van, 64^ .i.';3. 426 

'i icpkesz, Jan, see SchelUngcr, Jan Tiepkesz 

Tiercx>ien, Gerret, SoJ 

Tijtnensc, Reynier, see Thijmensz, Reynier 

Tiisscn (Maihijsz ). Clacs, biographical notice, 830 

Tijssen, see also Thysen 

Tile kilns, dl2 

Timansz. Reynier, see Thijmensz, Reynier 

Tithes, commission to Pieter Cornelisz as receiver of, 436-37 ; on all crops, 
farmers must pay, 489, 498. 569, 605. 688. 712; farmers object to paying. 
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492; certain farmers exempted from paying, 492 ; patroon's reasons for 
demanding, 504, 505 ; payment of required under new Freedoms, 500, 
517 ; niisronstrued by colonists, t;o2 ; instructions to van Curler concerning, 
.S12: authorizati(Mi for van Curler and others concerning, 515 ; receiver of 
may have his percentage. 561 ; collection, 617. 652, 69,^; Cornclisz Teunisz 
willing to give, 632; offer of to Megapolensis, 6^; list of commutations, 
6?,2 ; fanners have not paid, CqS ; amount of, paid by farmers, 741-42; 
agreement of the council of Renssclacrswyck to pay to the West India 
Company, 781-8.^ 

^Tobacco, cultivation, 28, 233; by Marinus Adriacnsz, 52i 52i 176-80. 233, 282: 
by Jacob Adriaensz, 394 ; by Albert Andriesz, 396, 398, 402. 409, 414. 446. 
447, 500. 506. 661; Rutger Morris understands planting, 219, 233 ; sample 
sent to van Rensselaer, 401 ; van Curler to report on, 410; must be entered 
with Director Kieft, 443 ; sale of, 446. 471. '^oo, ^Or,. ^,07, 661 ; ordinance 
concerning sale of, 4';o~S2 : duties of representative concerning, 462 ; pro- 
^ posed plantation for Arent Andriesz, 513 ; ordinance prohibiting storing of 
without inspection, SH> trade with Virginia, ^^7. 56.S, 570, 571 ; better terms 
for planters, 562: farm hands to assist planters, 610: instructions to plant- 
ers conccrnings tithes. 652 ; plantation of Jacob Havick, 742 

Toemcsz, Cnrnelis, Si'c Thomasz. Cornclis 

Tocnijs (Teunisz), Jacob, 821. 826: biographical notice, 840 

Toenis, Hilletje, 8^ 

Toinel, Anthony, 846 

Tomassen (Toemesz, Tomcssen, Toomansscn), sec Thomasz 
Tonisz, Si^e Thonisz 
Torre, C<»unt da, 
Tortarolis, 2AL 2Mi ilQi 420 
Torti-'ga. island of. 50. 55. 121, 241. 248 

Trade, with Virginia prf»postd. 571 ; by private individuals, ^77 ; ordinance 
prohibiting private traders from coming within the limits of Rensselaers- 
wyck, 626-27 ; ordinance prohibiting inhabitants from trading with "resi- 
dents ", 622 van Rensselaer's instructions t'» issue prohibition against 
private traders, 666: notice to be served on private traders, who sail into 
the colony, 666. 697-99, 705 ; pbicard warning private traders not to sail 
into colony and new regulations in connection with Rensselaers Stcyn, 
682 ^5. Si'c also Fur trade 

Translations of manuscripts, 26j 22 

Trip. Ikndrik. >5, 165, iZi 2Mi ^ 4^8 

Trip. Jc'.cob. 5^ [65, 125. 2iL 2M 

Trippcn lUirg (Tripcburch). 78. 322 

Troy. 835 

Tucnisz. srr Teunisz 

Turck, WiUem. 658, 663 

Tweenhuysen, ^00 

Twiller, Aert Goossens van, 8jO 

Twillcr, F,lisal)eth van, ^ 

Twiller. Emnukc van, 8jo 

Twiller, Goossen van, 840 

Twillcr, Hendrick van, 268, 287, 398 
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Twiller, Jan van, biographical notice, 840 
Twiller, Maria van, .^6. 4.1. 53 
Twiller, Rijckaert van, 36^ 4^ 

Twiller, Wouter van, administration of, ; memoranda from Kiliaen van 
Rensselaer to, 204-8; mother of, 26j supports van Rensselaer in his 
management of colony, 5^ 621 letters to alluded to, 66^ £3. 271 : takes 
possession of farm of Pictcr Minuyt, 6g_; director general of New Nether- 
land, 6a 213, 216. 217; to administer oath to Planck, 63, 2Q2 ; attempt to 
recall, buys cattle for van Rensselaer, 29i iQO. 27s, jgg ; manage- 
ment of Company's affairs, joj grievances against, 22, Z2i 267. 271 ; down- 
fall, 2LLi strife with Dincklagc, 211 extract from letters to, 2Zi 7^ 70 ; 
recalled, 2Zi signs agreement between van Rensselaer and Adriaensz, i7q; 
power of attorney to, to administer the oath of schout to Rutger Hcnd- 
ricksz van Soest, 201-2. 516 : conditions made with Gerrit dc Reux given to, 
210: farm for, 213 ;' Xotelman recommended to, 214; to settle accounts of 
Gcrritsz, 218 ; inventory of goods and animals sold by Peter Minuit to, 
22r-24 : letters from Kiliaen van Rensselaer, 22Q-34. 266-88. 315-17, 310-23. 
351-5.^. 393-94* 3Q8^ 400-2; animals delivered to, 255 ; plots against, 267: 
conditions of appointment, 271 ; advice to, 272 ; relations with Notelman, 
280 ; to confer with Planck. 20 ^ : instructions to Planck to be completed by, 
296. 702; message from van Rensselaer to, 306 ; van Rensselaer asks Lupoltt 
to take charge of affairs in absence of, 40.^ ; refutes charges against, 431 ; 
return to Holland, 465; order lq Willemsz, 4«jO, SH' instructions to vander 
Donck, j^so ; marriage, 655, 6^7: guardian of Johannes van Rensselaer, 726, 
730 ; answer to memorial of Blommaert and associates, 726; letter of States 
General to, 72Q-30 ; petition for appraisal of houses and lots in Amsterdam, 
744-4S : autograph, facing 2M', sails in den Soutberg, 8q8; mentioned, 22i 
i92i aiZi 3QO, 32i 326, 222, 406. iOT, 423, 427. 428. 4m ?oi. 5Q6. 508. SLL 

S281 62J. zifL 8^1, 8m 
Twillers Dael, 36^ 203 
" Tyaerts (Chierts, Thyerts). Jan. from Franick'er. agreement with Nfarinus 
Adriaensz, i8a-8i ; sails from Xew Netherland in ship de Eendracht, kx); 
mentioned, 300; biographical notice, 80Z 

t 

Usselinx, Willem, 63 

Utrecht (Holland), sec Aertsz, Jacob; Pietersz, Jacob 
lUrecht (Uytrcght) (L. I.). 788 
Uylcnspiegel, 830. See also Tcunisz, Claes 

Valckenburch, Lambert van, 8^; biographical notice, 8^ 
Valckenburgh, Marcus van, 53, 270 
Valckenier, Gillis, 2M. 

van, for names beginning with this prefix, see under zcord follozving, L e., 

Rensselaer, Twiller, etc. 
Varkens Island, 380 

Vastrick, Gerrit, 8^ ; biographical notice. 8^ 

Vastrick, Robbcrt, S^; biographical notice, 844 

Vechten, Cornelis Dircksz van, conditions of lease of farm, 492 
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Vechten, Tennis Cornclisz van, lease of land formerly occupied by, 762 ; 
farm called dc Hoogeberch leased to, 760; mentioned, 81Q. 825; biograph- 
ical notice, 815 



Vechten. Tcunis Dircksz van, guardian of Cornells Maessen's children, ifii; 
to deliver animals to van Rensselaer, 225; animals for, to establish farm, 
412 ; passenger on het Wapen van Noorwcgen, 423 ; must pay for animals, 
g6.^ : grain delivered to the West India Company by, 715 ; animals on 
farm of, 733, 730 : farm, 741 ; lease of part of farm, 762; renewal of 
lease of farm, 764-66 ; settlement of accounts with Jan Baptist van 
Rensselaer, 766; gives bond for lease of property, 770; mentioned, 8il> 
814. 815. 817, 818. 810. 824. 825, biographical notice, 819 

Vechten (villaffc), location, 81Q 

Veder, W. R., information from, 6^8 

Vecltjc, 814. Sec also Pietersz, Jacob 
v'Veere, location, 8n6 Sec also Adriaensz, Marinus 

Velsen, see Teunisz, Sweer 

Veluwe, 42. .S3. sS. 640 

Ven, Joost van de, notary public at Amsterdam, 24t 257. 30«; ; notarial 
certificate of, 165^ 124, 184, i8i 130, 254, 258, 680, 70.';: autograph, facing 
180: contracts executed before, 260, 2^ 436, 677. 678; notice served on 
directors of West India Company by, 200; examination of Krol conducted 
by, 302 

Verbeeck, Jan, from Breda, affidavit concerning Cornclis Maesscn, iBi; sails 
by den Coninck David, S5Sx 52X1 -';73 ; arrival, 608; mentioned, 818. 
81Q, 821. 840; biographical notice, 826 

Verbeeck, Marten Hendricksz. 821. See also Hendricksz, Marten 

Vcrdoe*;, Simon, see Does, Simon van der 

Verdrietige Hocck, 379 

Verhoevcn, Juffrouw, 2Q3 

Vcrkens (Verses) Island, 380 

Vessels, sailing to or from Fort Orange, the South River or Fort Hope 
to obtain a permit, 426; contract necessary to lend or hire, 628: sailing 
up and down the river to be inspected, 650; from Holland, dates of 
sailing and arrival, 8o=;-9, 816-18. 820-22, 824-2.';, 827. 831. 846 

Vcth (Vett). Jacob, 728^ 22Qi 232 

Viancn. sec Gijsbertsz, Hendrick; Rensselaer, Richard van 
Vicq, Robert de, 2Q2 

Vicrblaes, Constapel van de, 829. See also Herbertsz, Andries 
Vinct, Marya van der, 8qi 

Virginia. Minuit sails for, 2I1 32i. 40^. 40S : trade with. 5SZ1 565. 570, 

571. 689 
Visch. Nikolaes. 2QQ 
Vi>;scr, Harmen Bastiacnsz, 836 
Visscr. Jan Jansz, ZM 

Vlacktc, dc, farm, 2^8, Zii iiUQ. 812, 820, 82^ 826, 827^ 8^ 8^. 8^ 836. 

8.^7- See also Groote Vlackte 
Vlamingh, Pieter de. 845. Sec also Winne. Pictcr 
Vleckcr, sec Flecker 
Vliet, Fabiaen de, 45 
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VoRcIaer, Marcus de, opposition to van Rensselaer, 59^ opposition to 
Minuyt. ^qj directors side with, concerning carrying of freight, 65J 
resigns as commissioner of New Netherland, 66^ 301; quarrels with van 
Rensselaer, 267. 273 ; hostility to van Twiller, 268. 27.I. 27<t: remarks 
about van Twiller, 269; opposed to Duyster, 270. 27.1 ; van Rensselaer to 
attack management of, 282 : does not worry about English settlers, 284 ; 
van Rensselaer can not deal with Compagy on account of, 287 

Vogell, Jacob Dircxssen, 257 

Volpersen. Jacob, see Wolfertsz, Jacob 
^Voorhout. Claes Cornelisz (Segcrs) van, age, 679; animals on farm of, 
7.U. 7.10 : different forms of name, 734 ; farm, 741 ; renewal of lease of 
farm to, 767-68 ; surety to lease, 779; mentioned, 833 ; biographical notice, 

Voorhout, Cornelis Cornelisz van, age, 679; surety to leases, 768. 779; 
lease of farm mentioned, 775 ; mentioned, 748, 833 ; biographical notice, 

^j^Voorhout, Cnrnclis Segersz (Zcgersz) van. contract with van Rensselaer, 
679-80; sails for colony, 688: animals on farm of, 736, 740: farm of, 
742. 777: surety to lease, 768; lease of Castle Island to, 777-79; men- 
tioned, 806. 824. 837 ; biographical notice, 833 

Voorhout, Duyst van, 464. 467 

Voorhout. Jannctje Cornelise van, 680. 833 

Voorhout. Lysbeth Cornelise van, 680. 833. 834 

Voorhout. Xeeltje Cornelise van, 680, 833 

Voorhout, Seger Cornelisz van, age, 679; mentioned, 830; biographical no- 
tice, 833 

Voorhout (place), location, 833 

Voorleeser, Antony de Hooges serves as, 825 

Vorst (Voorst), Cornelis van, fatal quarrel with Hunthum, 62J men em- 
ployed by, 223; transactions concerning animals, 226. 2.!;4. 274, 27!>. 304, 
332 ; director of Pavonia, 2^^ ; van Twiller's proceedings against, 268: 
van Twiller should keep on good terms with, 282 ; delivers scythes to 
de Reux, 282 ; called chief officer, 283; allowed to trade, 314 ; mentioned, 
283, 324. 425 

l^'Vos, Andries de, §61, 565^ 612^ 6^ 62S1 812. R22. 824. 827. 839; biographical 
notice, 825 

Vos (Vosje), Cornelis, 823. See also Cornelisz, Cornelis, from Schoender- 
woerdt 

Vos, Hans, from Bacdcn, 609. 610. 821, 832. 838 ; biographical notice, 82Q 
Vosburgh, Abraham Pietersz, 825 ; lease of water power to, 754-5;.S : bio- 
graphical notice, 840 
Vosburgh, Geertruy Pietersz, 81Q 
Vredcnburgh. Willem van, 205 

Vrics, Cornelis de, widow of, 8qi ; biographical notice, 844 

Vrics, David Pietersz de, attempt to establish colony on Staten Island, 6^ 

letter to Godyn alluded to, 197: meets Captain Stoon, 272 : mentioned, 

23, isZj 2Z4i 285^ 320^ 330, 334 
Vries, Frederik de, supports van Twiller, 6^; resumes seat in West India 

Company. 66^ 270: mentioned, 268. 270 
Vroeylicx, Clara, 45 
Vroman, Pietcr Mcusz, 823 

d by Goegle 
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Waddington, George, 2Q 
Wael, Jchan de, 286 

Waclingen, Jacob, from Hoorn, biographical notice, 842 
Wacliiigen, Synion, see Walichsz, Symon 
Waelwijck, sec Jansz, Clacs 
Waettcr, Jchan Hendrixsz van dc, 390, 301 
Wagenacr, Jacob Aertsz, ^2SL See also Aertsz, Jacob 
Walbceck, Johannes van, 22x 2^ 

Walichsz (Walichs, Walichsen, Walingcn, Walings, Wolichs), Symon, from 
Wijngacrden, fanner on Bessels Burg, 2^ hq7 ; farm laborers for, 326; 
contract with sent to Jacob Planck, 332 ; farm on Papscanee Island, 412; 
date of contract, 488, 491 ; conditions regarding farm of, 492 ; payment 
of tithes. 408: to be called before the coimcil, .«;i4 : must leave his farm, 
691 ; mentioned, 496. 810. 813. 816. 820. 822. 823. 827. 828: biographical 
notice, 815 

Walvis, de (ship), 136^ 211. 240, 241. 242. 266. 284. 28^ 

Wapen van Noorwcgen, het (ship), 2^ 40.^. 40-;. 416, 410. 421, 440. S.So. 

709; inventory of goods, 399~400 ; petition of officers and crew to lighten 

the ship, 4iQ~.2o ; colonists sailing by, 423, 818-20 
Wapen van Rensselaerswyck, het (ship), purchased, 670; ledger of accounts, 

717-22: Arent van Curler sails by, 7»7 ; colonists sailing by, 831-34 
Water power, leases of, sec Sawmills and grist-mills 

Waterhondt, de (ship), 472, 47^, jSL 3^ 522- 5^6^ 522, 806; persons 
sailing by, 453; invoice of goods sent to van Curler, 485, sif^ : iron and 
coal sent by, 502 ; arrival in Holland, 520 : furs sent by, 562, =,77 ; 
colonists sailing by, 822 

Watervliet, 218 

Weedc, 2S2 

Wet'lcn. Johannes van, see Wely, Johannes van 
Weer, Ellard de, 8qi 

Weesp, location, 833. See also Cornelisz, Gijsbcrt 
Weights and measures, 847-49 

Wely. Anna van, ^38,^; petition for appraisal of houses and lots in 
Amsterdam, 744-45 ; autograph, facing 2AA 

Wely, Jan van, (partner of Kiliaen van Rensselaer), 45. ^JQ^ death, 45 

Wely (Weelen, Wei, Welij), Johannes van, (son of Jan van Wely), guard- 
ian of Johannes van Rensselaer, 726, 730 ; letter of States General to, 
729^30 ; petition for appraisal of houses and lots in Amsterdam, 744~45 ? 
autograph, facing 2M.\ mentioned, 289, 621 

Wely, Pieters van, assumed name of J. F. Pieters, 2Q 

Wely. Theodora van, 45 

Wely (Weely), Thomas van, letter from alluded to, 287 ; illness, 402 
Wely, Willem van. (brother of Kiliaen's partner, Jan van Wely), 45 
Wely (Weelij), Willem van, (son of Kiliaen's partner, Jan van Wely), J19 
Welys Burg, 6ij, IQQ, 20^ 210. 222^ 302, 110^ 806^ 8q8 
Wclys (WecUjs) Dael, 36^ 20^ 

Wemp (Poest), Jan Barcntsz, delinquency of his servant, Claes Andriesz, 
731 : animals on farm of, Z32i 740 ; farm, 2^ ZSli 775; lease of farm to, 
755-57 ; mentioned, 81^ 825^ 8ji^ 834^ 836, &40, 841 : biographical notice, 
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AVcncom, Gcrrit van, biographical notice, 8^ 
Werckhooven, Pieter van, 295 
Wessels, Adam, see Bcssels, Adam 
Wessclsz, Joclicni, hiograpliical notice, 844 

West India Company, chartered, ^ stockholders granted permanent repre- 
sentation in board of directors, ^ 131 ; opposition among directors to 
colonization, ^ 58. ; resolution, for organization of colonics by 

private individuals, 50; Freedoms and Exemptions granted to patroons 
and freemen, SO-S2. 1.^7-=;.'^. 237-38 ; colonies registered with, 50^ 154-58, 
166. 1 75-76 ; failure of projected colonies, 5^ puts obstacles in the 
way of transportation of cattle, 56^ 242; relations to patroons, 58, 230-44 ; 
minority opposed to colonization grows to a majority, 52^ 244 ; summons 
home officials, ^qj appoints van Twiller and Hunthum, 6oj restrictions 
on patroons and colonists, Cu. ; opponents to colonization seek to under- 
mine Freedoms ami to recall van Twiller, 64 ; negotiates with patroons 
for purchase of colonies, 65-66 ; opponents to colonization again in 
minority, 66_j disputes with patroons over F"reedoms and Exemptions, 
68-69 ; looks solely for profits of fur trade, 22i 3U: enemies of van 
Rensselaer succeed in ousting van Twiller, 2i *. shortsightedness of di- 
rectors in management of New Xetherland, 2iJ draws no profits from 
New Netherland, 22i 249; throws open fur trade in Pavonia, 2Zi ^'^^ 
Rensselaer urges free extension of fur trade, 2ZJ plans to appoint van 
Walbeeck in van Twiller's place, 2ZJ Brazil subdued, ^Sj directors decide 
to increase capital, 28^ 340. 352 : must take measures to prevent encroach- 
ments upon New Netherland by the English and Swedes, 2Qi 429; does 
not favor free trade, 8oj discusses new Freedoms and Exemptions, 8oi 
does not grant free trade, 81; consents to let van Rensselaer dispose of 
his fief by will, 85; agreement between directors and chief participants, 
126-35 ; memorial presented by van Rensselaer to the Assembly of the 
Nineteen concerning the management of New Netherland, 235-50 ; protest 
of va/i Rensselaer on account of detention of animals of de Reux and 
Bijlvelt. 2QO-q2 : shares worth little less than those of East India Com- 
pany, 341 ; rights of respected by van Rensselaer, 412 ; accounts with van 
Rensselaer, 479-85. 518-19. 548, 563-64. 567-69. 622-23, 657 ; van Rensselaer 
refuses to pay charges of, 622 ; Assembly of the Nineteen to consider 
question of equipment, 656; agreement of council of Rensselaerswyck to 
pay tithes to, 781-83 ; 

charter: 86-115 ; term of, 82i territory covered by, 8^ salt trade to 
Punto del Rey excluded, Qi ; power to make alliances, build forts and 
appoint officers, (ji ; States General to furnish troops, 23 *» free from toll, 
■93; exempt from import and export duties, 95; Chambers, q2; directors 
and chief participants, 22i 9Qi 105. I07. 1 13 ; rendering of accounts, qq^ 
capital stock, qq^ 101. 103. 105, 109; Assembly of Nineteen, im ; matters 
wherein Nineteen can not agree to be left to decision of States General, 
103 : period of subscription, 103 ; each Chamber to retain management of 
goods it sends out, 103; Chambers to provide one another with goods 
and sailors, 105; Chambers to give agents of subscribers access to books, 
105 ; notice to be given of fresh importations of goods, 102; goods to 
be sold by one standard of weight, 107; commanders of ships to report 
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success of \o\at;c5 to States General, 109. States General to furnish 
subsidy, 109, iii; States General to assist with sliips and ammunition 
in case of war, 109; prizes in case of war to remain at disposal of 
directors* iiz-12; 

charter, amplifications of : 1 16-^5 ; salt trade to Punto del included, 
117, 119, 123; directors and chief participants, I23» 12$; capital stock, 
119, 121; period of sul>scription extended* 119. 

Sec also Fur trade; Patrot)ns 
West Island, sec Castle Island 

Westerbroeck (Westbroek), location, 811. See aUc Gerritsz, Goossen; 
Teunisz, Comelis 

Westerkamp ( Westcrcamp), Hendrick Jansz, 843* biographical notice 839 
Wcstvaele, Juriaen van, see Bestval, Juriaen 

Whale fishery, IQ". 247 
Wlicat, see Grain 

Wijncoop (Wijnkoop, Wyncoop), Pieter Pietersz, 505; supercargo of hct 

Wapen van Renaselaerswyck, 670, 689, 695, 698, 717, 718, 719» 833 
Wijngaerden, location, 815. See also Walichaz, Symon 

Willekens, Anna, 45 

Willems, Machtelt, 607, 609, 629 

Willems/, Adriaen, sentence of banishment pronounced on, 715-16; bio- 
graphical notice, 834 
Willemsz, Aert, order of van Twiller to, 490, 552; mentioned, 513 
Willemsz, Hendrick, letter of van Rensselaer to, 629; mentioned, 629 
Willemsz, Jan, 482, 549 
Willemsz, Theunis, 222 
Wilkt. Tomas. 720 
W'il'inn. James Grant. 2(^, 271 
Wiltwijck, 785. See also Esopus 
Wine, see Liquor 

Winne, Pieter, transfer of lease of farm from, 772-73; mentioned, 774,. 

845; bioi*raphical notice, 845 
Winthrop. Governor, 786 
Wissinck. Jacob Elbertsz, 168 

Wit sen. Pieter, 800 

Witte Kloodt, de (ship), account and invoice of, 795*803 
Witteboll, Jan, 799 
Witte Valck, de, 602 

W^ittewrrngel. Petrus, 606, 645 
Wolfertsz ( Wolphcrtszl. Gerrit. 817 

Wolfert<z (V'olperscn. Wolferscn, Wo!i)erisen. Wolphersz, Wolphertsen, van- 
Couwcnhovcn ), Jacob, from Amersloort, horses for, 401, 403, 412; to 
send ship with cattle, 403; petition of officers and crew of het Wapen 
van Noorwegen to, 419; letter of van Rensselaer to, 448; to be employed 
as onder-commis fay van Curler, 460; payment for horse, 513; mentioned,. 

350. 3?2- 421 
Wolfertsz ( Wolphertsz), Pieter, 829 
WolfT. Abel de, 795 
W'outers, Lubbertje, 806 
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Wouw» Wtllem van, 269 
Wyckersloot, Sophia van, 846 
Wynant's Kill, 754, 755. 75^^ 835 
Wyncoop, see Wijncoop 

Yonkers, 824 

Ysbrantsen (Ysbransen), Jacob, 313, 315 

Ysbrantsen (IJsbrantse, Ysbrandcsen), Wilhelm, 799, 800^ 803 

Yssebteyn, see Cornelisz, Marten 

Zealand Chamber, colonic<; registered with, 50, 176 
Zee, Storm Albertsz van der, 31, 360, 810 
Zegers, Claes, see Voorhout, Claes Cornelisz van 
Zegersz, Coraelis, see Voorhout, Cornells Segersz van 
Zevenbergen, 654 
Zutphen (ship), 339 
Zwanendal, see Swanendael 
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